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ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW 21-23 OCTOBER, 2021

KNOWLEDGE ONLINE
SU A IT TRANSFORMING ENTERTAINMENT LANDSCAPE:
onbine POST PANDEMIC, FUTURE FORWARD

FRIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 2021

12:30 - 1:15 pm

Piyush Dedhia

CTO, Optilink Networks Pvt. Ltd.

Vynsley Fernandes in conversation Ashok Mansukhani
MD and CEO, NXTDIGITAL with Media Veteran & Advocate,
Bombay High Court

3:00 - 4:00 pm

PANEL DISCUSSION
SIAI NDIA

Satcom Industry Asso

Rajeev Gambhir John Huddle Rajdeepsinh Gohil Gaurav Kharod Vynsley Fernandes Anil Malhotra
Sr. Director, Technology & Policy, Director, Market Development, Senior Sales Director, Managing Sales Director, MD & CEO, NXTDIGITAL CEO, Siti Networks
Satcom India Asia, SES ASIASAT Intelsat
4:15 - 5:00 pm

Presented by Mehta Infocom Private Limited

Kurt Nielsen
Senior Director, Channel Sales, VAR Partner Program,
Hospitality Nordics, India, China and Latam Networks, Teleste Corporation

(https://usUZweb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UeK5wFH8Rq00K0c8uh2hig
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TO ENQUIRE, CONTACT US:
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ALAMBRE

BEE-LIN

WHY SHOULD YOUR COMPANY
DEALWITH ALAMBRE CABLES?

Our Expertise is in manufacturing
high-quality, premium cables for the
last 40 years!

Our product line includes LAN

2 Cables, Optical Fiber Cables, Co-

Axial Cables and CCTV Cables.

Over the years, we have gained a

3 reputation for integrity and trust

from our customers who continue to
Use our services,

We ensure that all projects are

4 done with professionalism using

quality materials while offering
clients support and accessibility.

Our passion and entrepreneurial
culture will ensure that we deliver

5 for our customers in safety, quality,
and assurance - today and in the
future.

ables.com www.alambrecables.com
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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The Zee-Sony merger 1ooks set for along drawn legal
battle. And with Invesco tightening the screw demanding
the removal of Punit Goenka and the call for an EGM
session. The Zee board outrightly rejecting the demand
for a EGM, the entire saga smacks of a hidden agenda and
conspiracy to scuttle the merger deal. We could see along
drawn corporate battle ahead. And the net result will be
the merger not going through, thereby depriving the
chance of Zee-Sony becoming a major behemoth in the
broadcast industry and giving Disney-Sar a run for their
money. Media Beat Column by noted media expert Ashok
Mansukhani sheds light on the whole episode. Please
check out the article.

The future of the cable industry to survive and thrive
ahead is to adopt and venture into broadband. Cable
industry has had a great run in the last couple of decades
despite great challenges and lack of government support.
The pandemic and the proliferation of OTT and DTH has
impeded the growth of this sector. The only way forward is
to innovate and step onto the broadband bandwagon and
secure their future.

There have been rumours of Adani Group trying to
enter the media industry. This could be a major
development if it fructifies. And the broadcast and cable
industry need more investment coming in to keep the
industry growing.

The relief provided by the Gouwt to the telecom sector
isbound to give a new lease of life to Vodafone and ensure
that they are able to continue to remain in business. More
reforms are on the anvil as promised by the gover nment.

The ongoing tussle between DTH service providers
and broadcasters who are offering free channels on DD'’s
Free Dish is getting heated up. The DTH operators have
serious reservations and complain that the availability of
pay channelsfor free on DD Free Dishisnot fair and does
not provide for a level-playing field and parity. Even the
cable operators have voiced their grievances to the
government on this subject.

ABI'S Knowledge Summit 2021 will be held virtually
from October 21-23, 2021. On October 22, there will a
focussed session covering the SCaT industry and will have
fireside chats, panel session and technol ogy presentations.
Register in advance.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

ST e T ol BrfHr @S & ferg qEmw & 1 5er
5l 7 I TTEAET I 32 T 3A19T 7T % SEA &l
P AT B T 3919 ST 3T & | §IF 7 ST B AT B
Fre & =it @7 fear & T e 4 9% U §U OIS & g
Tt & S AT & e @ fawe T BT @ AfadT Tadr
& |89 37T Q@ @dT drdr T BAe @57 37 A 8 |39
@2 YR 2 f@ [ 7@ &l 7 B, AT 3 avE S
@ TAT JEFT 4 U T BT a1 BA-=T & 5T
ZFHT & 7 TG & AR | T =T [G19eT 37971 T
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& |

Fa FEIT & AT &7 3T A7 d@T T G =95
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AT FYZ E1T HI=4T 31T 4 G BT BT BIIIT HA
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FAla® T AT 4T [T T E
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YIS BT Al GANSI & & g @ FadrT oo &l T
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(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

VIACOM DOES HIGH PROFILE
HIRING

Viacom18 has done some high profile hiring and
appointed Anil Jayaraj as CEO, Sports. Jayaraj comes
with apower packed stint at Star Sports, where he was
Executive VP,

TE UTERW MYfE #em ared

ATHM 18 7 HB B3 IS M @l & AN A &
Ted A ST bl FIeH l A5 371 M [ & | indad
% o <l T 7 URel =F MWeH § U Uas FEE &
A G2 4 AN TRl IR AT HEGN] IqEAE
& B H HM (a1 o |

Adil  Zainulbhai, Chairman,
Network18, said, “As a leading media and
entertainment network in India, Viacom18 has
been dialling up its offerings to tap into
whitespaces across platforms. We believe
sports is an important category in our
promiseto deliver wholesome entertai nment
to our 800mn+ viewers across demographics
and geographies. With his rich experience
in identifying and building sporting events

2% 18 & HAAG HANCA SIS 1 JA™l
IR § U% O A=A A7 e Aeas &
= H qEHM 18 T Wb T @E3T § 29
T @ TeT0 3O YIhST BT 21 &7 72T & | §ATT
AT ® fob SAieent AT GrTiferes &) § &
800 FfeTae # Zfaeh Zofabi &1 FYUl TR o
% TN A8 § Wed Uh Tedqu 4 § | e

into high value sportainment phenomena,
Anil is aptly poised to lead our newest
sports vertical.”

Jayaraj said, “Sporting events in India have
evolved beyond just one or two games with increasing
fandom amongst audiences towards newer competitive
sports. This democratisation has created an unmatched
opportunity for sportainment and | am excited to build
Viacom18 network’s foray into sports as a category.”

RAJNISH AHUJA JOINS ZEE NEWS

ANIL JAYARAJ

e AT a M & A WS AWE & A1,
T 39 T TIeH ATha B Tgd B
% forg Suge w9 q R E 1

o TS T TqE [ 9T § T e T U
AT 31 T F A A & AT R b A T U Tl &
i & Gl & |39 Adead v | TAaE & Mg Uk d918
FIAT T AT & AR H U A & =4 H Tl § aah 18
TeT% & TA9T &I Wa? Soled g |
Al G § J3 I AT

Rajnish Ahuja has been roped in by
Zee as Editor of Zee News and CCO of
India.com websites.

Ahuja will lead the news operations
and editorial strategy for the channel and
websites. He will beresponsibleto accelerate
and strengthen channel and websites
performance taking it to the newer heights.

Ahuja brings with him over 25 years
of experiencein different editorial teams. His
last assignment was with ABP News where

AT TSI AR @ A A S A F FUED AT
India.com JaATEe &1 A3 e fohan % |
1 A SR d9d AR IIAR & o FAER
FEEE AT FUEGHE TEIG B Agd B | T8
I AT GG & YSIH Bl T ARl W A
A TS @ AT A9gd & @ [ eEr
B |

A1 AR & U [T JUEdHE M H 25 H
Al qui F WG T | SHH AR HRE

he was Senior Vice-President - Corporate
Communications.

ASHISH BHASIN QUITS BARC
Ashish Bhasin, CEO, APAC and Chairman India,

RAINISHAHUJA oy 51 3 a1er o 1ei & iiive @gaer= &

i 3urege 9 |
el BIST MY "= = o
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Dentsu International, quit the Board of Directors and A WA T deere sittam Pad et (e

Audit Committee of the Broadcast Audience 3feA) & ME9d HEd S SifEe el @ B e

Research Council (BARC India). n 3

Bhasin was heading the Audit Committee - .

that conducted an internal audit following A B E@Z\asi < A BT 3’“53'

allegations of massive corruption at BARC UAFAT 3241 § 92 W T ILEE & 09 &

India. The preliminary audit report was 9 Ush e JAitse [Bar o | &g &1 98 e
urfie Siffze Rure A T o |urfe o it

submitted around two months ago. The
reliminary and final audit reports have not - o o a e .
b y g rETadie RUE 31 T AU 1S @ T Tel

been presented to the BARC Board till now.
been surrounded by anumber of controversies. ASHIS BHASIN [Use U A1t ¥ ey 2231 &3 faamel § fer 2 | ae

Over the last one year, BARC India has

The BARC management has been accused of TEY T ST AT 0 T A9 S
failing to restore its credibility hit by the TRP . ‘
Scam_g y ey %1 FETE B § (6 T8 BT AR I T8 |

BARC Indiahad announced the appointment of AT ST 7 AT A dust & T4 A e
Nakul Chopraasthe new CEO. BTl =9I T 4 |
VIACOM18 HIRES ANIKET JOSHI FOR AT A @ fQ qEeE 18 A @A
REGIONAL Sreft &Y ﬁ:rgﬁﬁ[

In a renewed thrust to its regional 3199 A A9 EEE 9 99 B A X e Y
channel business, Viacom18 has announced — R T el
the appointment of Aniket Joshi as Business 18 1 ) Sl bl e % fe
Head for Colors Marathi. Hewill beresponsible A & % w0 A AR HT B A IR
for managing the channel’s overall business I @l AT FEAIAE TOHIT A FATa & 96
strategy and operations, and will be reporting % foru Fomier &1, T g 18 & A e
to Ravish Kumar, Head - Regional S ’ 3 o 7 2
Entertainment (Kannada and Marathi ) (as. = 9 T L) & T T A
Clusters), Viacom18. e & |

Joshi comes with an experience of over AT & 9 17 T T 308H F AT T A
L7 years and, In s previous role, led Sun "N e 3oSHI s s e i i fa #2 & i
Marathi as Business Head. He holds extensive N . N
experience in leading overall business, FTEN T A ol | 5 ST A A A= S
marketing, research and media planning with el & A FHT AME, [GUH, AJFIH A7
organisations like Zee Marathi and Mindshare. G AT a9 F IE A Sy
INDIA TODAY LAUNCHES HINDI NEWS SR g\% q i Rear & g1 T
CHANNEL i - .

3fear 22 T4 7 A9 T2 Sl I T -2

India Today Group launched its new = W o & B I @ ‘ﬂg = Z= qug
Hindi news channel- Good News.The group v 2fmr & M e A e ITH; R
said, “Good News Today will showcase stories 3 % ﬁ;\\ L '
of hope, human triumph, innovation and R . Kl T 3 9T 1 eI
inspiration from different walks of life, from I el S |
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different parts of Indiaand the world. The news channel
with an affirmative | eaning rests on the motto of “acchi
khabar, sacchi khabar” - true stories that foster goodwill
and unite audiences in their higher purpose.”

ZEE IN TURMOIL AS DIRECTORS
RESIGN

Fresh turmoil in ZEE with the investors seeking
the resignation of two directors reached its zenith.
Manish Chokhani and Ashok Kurien then resigned from
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL)
as Non-Executive Non-Independent
Directorswith immediate effect.

The two -Kurien & Chokhani were
accused of misgovernance, non-
accountability for losses, wrongful high
compensation of Zee MD Punit Goenka as
well as failure to deal with governance
concerns

The Board of Directors of ZEE
Entertainment Enterprises Limited have
strongly condemned the allegations made by certain
proxy advisory firmsagainst its former Non-Executive
Directors, Ashok Kurien and Manish Chokhani.

Gopalan, Chairman, ZEE Entertainment
EnterprisesLtd. said, “ The Board of ZEE Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd. unanimously applauds. Ashok Kurien
and Manish Chokhani, commending their professional
conduct during their association with the Company. It
has been our privilege to have such esteemed members
as part of the Board, and their contributions towards
the Company remain significant.”

7
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BARC'S DR DERRICK GRAY TAKES
CHARGE OF MRSI

Dr. Derrick Gray, Chief of Measurement Science
& Business Analytics at BARC India, took

dlusmdt & . sRe 9 7 wHemuHsnE &
HIA T G T

charge as Vice-President of the Market
Research Society of India(MRSI).

Dr Gray brings with him a global
experience of over 20 years in audience
measurement and audience information
systems for various media, including Linear
Television, Digital Video and Radio. He has
led several Statistical Research,
Measurement Science, and Data Science
Functions during his distinguished career.

% 97 =1, 0@ T 7 A RAd amEd 3w
e (THARTAATE ) & SNAd & =9 § BT
AU foran |

= AU WY @AY Switae, f2fiea aifea
A 3fzar afed fafve fifzn & fog g9t & ama
AR Z9T & I T § 20 ¥ 3Afers auf &
afvas HIAT @B A T |TRE A A
BT & AWM %3 ARADHE FAFHI, A0 [

AR 221 fas @t @ qgd fEE T |

Dr Gray has previously served onthe DR.DERRICK GRAY T YR 2 T T FAE & AT 0 U=

Board of Directors of the Marketing Research
and Intelligence Association (MRIA) of
Canada.

Commenting on his appointment, Dr Gray, says,
“1 am quite honored to assumetherole of Vice-President
inthe current Managing Committee at MRSI India. With
my experience over the years in statistical research,
measurement and data science, | am looking forward to
working collaboratively with the team at MRSI. We hope
to be able to make significant progress together as a
team.”

NBF SEEKS RESUMPTIONS OF NEWS
RATINGS

News Broadcasters Federation has sought the
resumption of news rating by BARC which was held
back for over ayear now.

NBF reiterated that there was "no
legitimate reason or rationale for pause in
ratings for one specific genre."

"As the only industry body, the
representing the business interest and
editorial freedom of news TV channels, NBF
strongly iterate to be included and consulted
on all issues surrounding release of TRP data
for newsgenre," NBF urged in aletter to the new BARC
CEO Nakul Chopra.

Theletter was signed by NBF members Goswami,

Zoforeg THMUYH (THARAEY ) & Feo 9=a

i W fear 2 |

3T Fgfert o7 oot v gu =t T ° Famn fe
THARTAE 31241 § I Uae AMfd § Iurgel @l e
TN HA & U BN TG FeqT & 7@ g | AR
T, q9H AR 221 @ F adi & 0 319d & g H
THATTASE § 2 & A1 et &M B Bl 39T &7 7aT
% |39 U 2/ & B9 H UHAT Ty Wi H7 § qa 2
%I TE B E |
TIETh A gHER ET q' S @ qi
G|

S AEHFH B9 | AUHATAT BT JHET T
&1 7 & g &3 1 91 @l © o o fuset us
AT 3 A T T T a1 T € | HEE J
areT b ‘e fafure I & fora W § geva
% foTT @Ig T HIOT AT b Taf a1l
TAAITW J AT & T4 AE3H TG a9l &
UH T § e R ' 6 TE & Us Anr
Fe™ & %9 § FEE 24 a9l & AT
THEII, § FHEE Il & [l SIemdr 21 Sy
U & AMIE & JH1 gE T A B AT A & @
fore gear & gt & s |
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MD and editor in chief of Republic Media Network;
Jagi M Panda, MD of OdiyaTV; Sanjive Narain, founder
of Prag News;, Barun Das, Group CEO of TV9 Network;
Shankar Bala, CEO of Fourth Dimension; Karthikeya
Sharma, Founder of iTV Network; Sreekandan Nair MD
of Twenty Four Newsand Jai Krishna, General Secretary
of NBF.

GOVT LAUNCHES SANSAD TV

Govt has merged Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha TV and relaunched it as Sansad TV and
it will beled by Ravi Capoor who was appointed
as the chief executive officer of the channel
early thisyear.

Sansad TV is likely to have two
channels, with Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
sessions telecast live on each. It will be
availablein Hindi and English.

Thetwo former entities, LSTV and RSTV were
launched in 2006, and 2011 respectively.

DISH TV DIRECTORS OUSTER
IMMINENT

Yes Bank holds 25.63 per cent stakein Dish TV
IndiaLtd and has made itsintentions clear to Dish TV
board and has sought the removal of the
current directors and managing director of the
direct-to-home service provider.

Yes Bank has sought the removal of
Rashmi Aggarwal, Shankar Aggarwal,
Bhagwan Das Narang, and Ashok Mathai
Kurien as directors, along with Jawahar Lal
Goel as managing director of the company
under Section 169 of the CompaniesAct, 2013.

“The Board is not acting in line with
good corporate governance standards and is
not a fair representation of the incumbent significant
shareholders of the Company” says Y ES Bank.

In its notice, Yes Bank has also proposed to
reconstitute the board with - Yes Bank senior group
president and general counsel Sanjay Nambiar, Yes
Bank, country head, stressed asset management, Akash
Suri, former KPMG executive Viiav Bhatt, litigation
counsel Haripriya Padmanabhan, Wipro's I T business

U W UHEIU% AErl A, UHEl 3T Rt
dif=ar eas & 99 HURH, Sredl <@l & UHSl S U
=T, UTT IS & FAE Held A, 9 T2adh & I
A T T, WY TRHIE & ATZ3N Si? aral, Hiicdd
9T, LA Teadh & TFrIh, 247 & UHLT Hbe A
AR THEIUE & Fered 5d T EFT & a6l T E |
@R A 98 el divg fean

TN F AT A TSI 26 &l [d9ad &7 &

T 3 30 99 24T & =9 | R J = e T

JEAT § T & TA AN AH & =9 §

g fopam T o

TG Al & & TFd & B AWEET 2, T T

iz Il o ke i o e e 2 e e I T

fE8T 3 3 § Tuwe 2FT |

31 Y9 312l UAUA <@l 3 APUA El Bl HAT
2006 g 2011 § @f=g a1 T 7|

g delt @ My @ deRe g A
T g T (391 2a1 3 WS § 25.63 Uiaod
e & A 3A9 297 2 4 &l 3 3T T @Y
0 ¥ A7 TRiEe-ZEM Ha1 Yl @ ada
fEorl T gay MEud @ g2 @l AET @l
S
T Tk T BHUAT ACIIH 2013 B GTT 169 &
Ted &l & 999 Meud Faret mad & qd
79T 3T, Yt ST, TEE AR 3
HH TS FHAT BT ME9TH 98 7 Z2H DI AT
@ T
T dob B Hel & b A% I HUIS YA
A& @ AIEY &M Tl &7 TRl & AN BE & AR
TN @1 SR e Tar € |
O A § 79 T 7 ArE & THeA @l 9 T
& =09 % & At AYE g AN ATA Hedd Hd
AT, 9 9% & Bel &3 = T Hetie, aM i,

BT & 99 BREIHH faama weg, fMieieM adia aRfun
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former Co-CEO Girish Paranjape, independent
management consultant Narayan Vasudeo
Prabhutendulkar and Arvind Nachaya.

Dish TV has responded to the notice, stating
that the proposed new directors could be appointed
only after obtaining approvals from the ministry of
information and broadcasting and other requisite
approvalsfor appointment of new directors, within the
statutory timelines.

DTH SUBSCRIBERS DECLINE

In the onslaught of OTT subscribers rising, the
number of DTH subscribers have taken a hit. The total
number of active DTH subscribers declined to 69.57
million at the end of March 2021 from 70.99 million at
the end of December 2020, as per the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India(TRALI). Thisisin addition
to the subscribers of DD Free Dish (DTH
service of Doordarshan).

Theshare of leading DTH players
stood at Tata Sky (33.3 per cent), Dish
TV India (24.09 per cent), Bharti
Telemedia (25.54 per cent), and Sun
Direct TV (17.07 per cent).

A total of 901 satellite TV
channels have been permitted by the
ministry of information and
broadcasting (M1B) out of which 327 are
pay-TV channels. There are 235 SD
channels and 92 HD channels. All the other channels
permitted by MIB may be considered free-to-air
channels.

There are 1726 M SOs registered with MIB out
of which only 12 MSOs and one HITS operator have a
subscriber base greater than one million. Siti Networks
had 8.2 million subscribersfollowed by GTPL Hathway
at 7.7 million, Hathway Digital at 5.6 million, Den
Networks at 4.5 million, Thamizhaga Cable TV
Communication at 3.5 million, Kerala Communicators
Cable at 3.05 million, Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable at 2.9
million, Fastway Transmissions2.2 million, NXT Digital
(HITS) at 2.05 million, KAL Cableat 2.02 million, VK
Digital at 1.7 million, Asianet Digital Network at 1.2
million and NXT Digital (Cable TV) at 1.1 million. ®
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IPL TO BOLSTER DISNEY + HOTSTAR
REVENUES

The IPL is expected to bolster the revenues for
Disney + Hotstar.

"Well, intermsof IPL, what wearedoing isseeing
the combination of two things happening at oncein India.
Number one, thereisthat shift of timing of the | PL season,
whichisreally an important factor, and it happened to be
coincident with the annual expiration of alarge cohort of
subscribers. And | think, asyou know, inIndia, their annual
subscriptions, but when they end, there's no
auto-renewal," said Bop Chapek, CEO of Disney.

In December 2020, Disney senior
executive vice president and CFO had said that
Disney+ is projected to reach a paid subscriber
base of 230-260 million by 2024 with Disney+
Hotstar expected to contribute 30-40% of the
overall base. It aso expectsto become profitable
in the same year.

Theimpact of Covid-19 induced production delays
has impacted it globally as there is akink in the supply
chain from new content coming to the service. But they
have got 200 local productions across the globe in
production.

Talking about Disney+ Hotstar's success in India
and Southeast Asia, Chapek said that the company
followsdifferent strategiesfor different markets. He also
said that Disney+ Hotstar has an unparalleled content
line-up. "We've got sports. We've got 18,000 hours of
local content that we create ayear for that market, but it's
not just about the content, it's primarily about the content
because it's also about having those distribution
arrangementswith thelocal mobile carriers. And then even
once you have that, you've got to have the consideration
to deliver your product with low bandwidth because that's
what that market requires.”

NETFLIX’S REED HASTINGS MEETS
1&B MINISTER

Netflix is upping the ante in India. Recently
Information and Broadcasting (1&B) Minister Anurag

Tl gieer & U= @ foe ge/Es &
s fraer
3Hie T fo amsuiee 4 3wl wig geer & e

TATHT 2N | fo=i1 & AS3 ata amdes | aqmn 6 o @,
TEYTA & Hed H, 2 Sl #7 2 %, 9 WA § Uk ;Y &
AT @ JAH &7 7a 2 |9a7 U, SEud & A &
T 9519 2, 1 [ Th Tyl &N & AR T8 Tedhl &
U 3 FYE Dl dlUdh HSHhIWH &l FHIA & FATT & A
T | 3N 3 @Al &, S AT A &, AId H I

T THABIWH, Wichd Td I TG & AT &

T BE 3Tl TAHHI Tel e g |

ferar 2020 ¥ T & At ®HEGTT SUTEEA

T AUH T FaT o fob T« @l 2024 Th

230-260 R & YIAM T Mew LW d@

ST & 30-40% AFTEM &I &l IHIE 2 | AT

3% T TA1 99 @Y YSH 7 arell &l @ A
& IHE T | HII=-19 & I9E & Tdd 39 SdET § oA
&1 3 G [G9F W F 3 @1 e, it dar § 3 el
T AT T AT G § U {6k © | Al T Iedrad §
AT § 200 IHE UE#H A F |

AT AR afemr gd o § R @ gewn @

AEA & a § AT &7l U &1 A  Hel o B [T
FANT & o0 STAT-3TET Tl &1 9 &7l € |32 98
T 2T foh 2ol Wi 2Iewe & UM Udb S Hried i gl
e €| BT UM A €| # 9 18000 HE M
AR 2 AT 29 39 GAF & [0 U 99 § a1 &, dihT I8
&l AT & a1 ¥ TEl & dfodh 98 J=4 B9 4 qA & AV H ©
Tiich FE T IS atedhl & A1 I [Gaor et &
anw § q 2 | AW {6 U A 3% 9 21 AW & drE, STIe
3O TAE BT FH J2A=T & T faard &+ & fou mw
7T 2T ifch 3T AT &bl 39eh! 3TavgehdT ¢ |

Jeirrd @ {5 sRE™ @I gEar SR gamm
At 4 geTH

TeftTa WA § T A A0 9 @ € e A d
A AT TART (EUEAT) SR oY 1 TefRd @

15 SATELLITE & CABLETV

OCTOBER 2021



Thakur met Netflix Co-Founder, Chairman and Co-CEO
Reed Hastings.

HE-HIH, HAEG d Fe-HE3 1% 2fe™ F Y & |
TefRma | fyse 21 gl § vra § A

Netflix hasinvested closeto Rs3000
crores to develop content in India in the
last two years and also plans more
investment in the future.

“What’s great about the Indian
market is that Hotstar started so early and
pioneered streaming there. It has really
increased themarket size. And then Reliance
Jiotransformed it with regard to accessand

faeRiid &1 & [T ®a 3000 FHZ 59T &l
a9 fopan & i afeen § o3 aiferes Ao @t
IS A1 72T E |

Tz 2Rew 7 @a 6 urdg a9 & av §
T I AT ¢ b B F adAT oAedl
JFEA & AT T W I F = Ter
HEGEISCEE St ot p i
o7 e o o 3 U AT &2 @ ATl §

cost, democratised it. So they created the
base for the market, which is today one of
our top global priorities. Sure, it has been
harder for usthan weinitially thought, but our reaction to
that is simply to invest even more. It has been harder
because thereis so much competition with Amazon Prime
and Hotstar, and welovethat. Weremain totally committed
and are investing heavily because we see that great
successliesahead for usin India,” stated Reed Hastings.

REED
HASTINGS

TATA SKY BINGES ON

Tata Sky isenjoying its Binge and recently added
two new OTT apps, with thetotal number of partner apps
on platformrising to 13.

Epic On and DocuBay, thetwo OTT apps helmed
by In10 MediaNetwork, will add movies, shows,
reality TV content and documentaries from
around the globe to the existing bouquet of
content on Tata Sky Binge.

Subscriberswill be ableto accessthe new
content library on existing subscriptions across
large screen connected devices (Tata Sky Binge+
Box and Tata Sky edition of the Amazon FireTV
Stick) and the Tata Sky Binge Mobile App.

A Tata Sky spokesperson said, “This
festive season, we are adding two new platformsto Tata
Sky Bingefor our viewersto dive deeper into theworld of
content. Epic On and DocuBay will add more diversity to
our content catalogue driving further engagement. We
believe such platform additions will only make Tata Sky
Binge the absolute go-to destination for the viewers.”
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NH STUDIOZ OTT VENTURE

The OTT business is seeing the influx of new
players. NH Studioz of Mumbai isall set to launch their
in-house over-the-top (OTT) platform‘NH Plus

ShreyansHirawat, Director, NH Studioz, said, “With
NH Plus, we have planned to explore thedigital ecosystem
because coming from the entertainment sector,
we believe entertainment is all what people
need at the end of the day and that’swhen we
decided to launchthe OTT platform. With the
blend of movies and classics, our focus is
very simple asthe audiences are adapting tech
and OTT, we would like to reach to the desi
movie audiences.”

“We plan to roll out various offers on the
subscription plan since the business model would be
hybrid in nature. We will be starting with 200 films and
target to add a decent number each month. For NH Plus,
the focus would be on films while other platforms are
focusing both on films and TV shows. In today’s time,
customer acquisition isthe major challenge for any OTT
player and we envisage the same challenges,” he added.

AMAZON SEES HIGH PROFILE EXIT

Vijay Subramaniam, Director and Head - Content,
Amazon Prime Video India, quit the OTT player after a
four year stint.

Gaurav Gandhi, Video Director and Country
Manager, Amazon Prime, will continueto lead the company
across al teams.

Confirming the development in a press statement,
the company said, “We can confirm the departure of Vijay
Subramaniam, Director and Head, Content, Amazon Prime
Video India. We are grateful to him for his valuable
contributions over the last four years. Vijay has played a
key rolein PrimeVideo'sgrowth in Indiain thisperiod. In
hiscontent leadership role, Vijay helped forge several key
creator partnerships as well as laid great focus on
expanding our content selection across languages. We
wish Vijay the very best for his upcoming endeavours.”

Prior to joining Prime Video, Subramaniam spent
more than 25 years in sales and revenue functions
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including a decade-long stint with Walt Disney as
Executive Director - MediaNetworks. He has al so worked
withMTV Networks India, Star Indiaand Radio Mirchi.

MX MEDIA HAS NEW CEO

MX MEDIA hasroped in Nikhil Gandhi as Chief
Operating Officer and will be based in Mumbai and
Singapore. Gandhi roll out the expansion plan for taking
the platforms to their next phase of growth Karan Bedi,
CEO of MX Media, said, “Nikhil brings

T & Wy A& Meus -Hitear 12a% & =9 § U&
T9% @l BHIEHI INHA 2 | T ISl Jeaeh 3T, =1
giear AW A FeEt @ e O @ e E
Tar @gsn Prenm wwem Hifsar @

AU HIEAT F MR T @ g Fhred A
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AT T | WeHH @l e [ & 3T a0 § o A
& forg &7 el 9 fepd Fer 9 & T |
THUST AT & AS3 707 de1  wal

decades of experience in both
traditional and emerging media
platforms, and will be a huge asset in
taking MX to the next level of rocket-
fuelled growth. We look forward to
working closely with him.”

Gandhi hasjoined the company

‘Faw Ui Y T AT wewm
Ml ¥ UF 29w H IWE TE © AN
THUST T Il il 3 [T & 3T &7
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NIKHIL GANDHI o1 M, IqEeSH & M drd 9

from ByteDance-owned short form

video app TikTok where he was leading its growth in the
Middle East, Turkey, Africa, Indig, and SouthAsia. Before
TikTok, hewasthe president and COO of Times Television
Network. His earlier stints include working for media
conglomerateslike TheWalt Disney Company, UTV Global
Broadcasting, and Viacom MediaNetworks.

Gandhi said, “M X Player isby far theleader inthe
video entertainment space. I'm super excited to join the
MX team and look forward to the next phase of our
growth.”

QUINT SEES EXIT OF SANJAY
PUGALIA

Quint Digital MediaLimited, which ownsthedigital
news platforms - thequint.com and bloombergquint.com
—has seentheexit of Sanjay Pugalia, President
and Editorial Director.

Pugaliahad stintswith CNBC and was
instrumental in shaping CNBC Awaaz in 2004
and after that CNBC Bajaar. Prior to that he
was an important part of the Zee Media Corporation
shuffling that took place in 2001. In his 4-decade-long
career, hehashad stintswith Star News, Ag Tak, Business
Standard, Navbharat Timesand BBC Radio. B
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MERGER NEWS

ZEE TO MERGE
WITH SONY

Zee — Sony merger, if it goes through,
will result in a major broadcast entity

The Zee — Sony merger has been announced after
earlier speculations. It hasbeen creating amajor buzz amidst
the ongoing controversy within the Zee Board and its
investors over governance issues. Post the merger, once
the paperwork iscompl ete the combined entity will have 75
channels and 25-30% share of the total TV viewership in
India. Indigital, it will havetwo fast-growing OTT platforms,
ZEE5and SonyL 1V

The merger deal between Zee Entertainment
EnterprisesLimited (ZEEL) and Sony Pictures Networks
India (SPNI) will be a win-win for both the parties.
According to industry experts, the deal, if it fructifies
after crossing al hurdles, will allow ZEEL's promoter
family to fend off a challenge from Invesco, which is
seeking to oust ZEEL MD and CEO Punit Goenka.

Thedeal will alsoallow theZEEL promoter family to
retain its 3.99% sharehol ding in the merged Zee-Sony entity
as a consideration for not competing with the merged
company. Post-merger SPNI will hold a52.93% stakein the
entity, while ZEEL shareholders will keep the remaining
47.07% stake. ZEEL and SPNI had a combined top line of
13,452 crorein FY 21.

ZEEL doesn't have a presence in sports and kids
genres, whereas SPNI is the second-biggest sports
broadcaster in the country and has a kids channel called
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MERGER NEWS

Sony Yay!. Likewise, SPNI doesn't have a presence in
regional TV markets barring Marathi whereas ZEEL is
among the top three players in markets like Marathi,
Bangla, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and Kannada. ZEEL
isalso adominant player in Odia, Bhojpuri, and Punjabi
markets, which are comparatively smaller but are
significant markets, say these experts.

The biggest impact of Zee-Sony merger, according
to industry sources, will be on the Hindi GEC and movie
genres, which collectively control ¥ 6,000-7,500 crore of total
TV ad spends.

Themerged entity will also beaforceto reckonwith
inthe OTT space with two platforms, SonyLIV and ZEES.
ZEES5's global monthly active users (MAUS) increased to
80.2 millionin June, compared to 72.6 million global MAUs
in March.

Film and content production is another areawhere
the merger will bring synergistic value. ZEEL has a
separate movie division called Zee Studios, while SPNI
has Sony Pictures Films India. ZEEL has been
aggressively investing in moviestofeedintoitsTV, OTT,
and music businesses. SPNI has not been as aggressive
in producing Hindi films, but it has a strong slate of
international movies for distribution in India. Sony
Pictures Films India is all set to premiere around 20
releases over the next one year.

ZEEL’s consolidated revenues for the year ended
31st March 2021 stood at ¥ 7729.9 crore, compared to
< 8129.9 crore in the previous year, a decline of 4.9%
The company's net profit was up 52% at ¥ 800 crore from
% 526.5 crore. Sony Pictures Networks India's (SPNI)
consolidated revenue for the fiscal ended 31st March
2021 has dropped 4% to ¥ 5721.6 crore from ¥ 5961.1
crorein FY 20. SPNI's consolidated net profit for the fiscal
was down 35% to ¥ 582.2 crore from< 895.5 crore.

Sony Pictures NetworksIndia(SPNI) MD and CEO
NP Singh is expected to hold a leadership role on the
combined Sony-Zee entity's board of directors. B
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MEDIA BEAT

An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.
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CHURN IN MEDIA IS
GOOD NEWS

A. WHO WILL ULTIMATELY WIN
IN THE ZEE-SONY MERGER?

A.1. THE MERGER ANNOUNCEMENT ON
SEPTEMBER 22,2021

On September 22,2021, Zee Entertainment
Enterprises (ZEEL) informed the Stock Exchanges of
having entered into a non-binding term sheet to bring
together their linear networks, digital assets, production
operations and program libraries with Sony Pictures
Network IndiaLtd. (SPNI).

The Sock Exchange
Releaseby ZeeEntertainment
stated:

€ The Board of Directors
of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Limited
(ZEEL) (present and
voting) in its Board
Meeting held on 21st
September 2021
unanimously provided
anin-principal approval for the merger between Sony
PicturesNetworkslIndia(SPNI) & ZEEL.

€ The Board has evaluated not only on financial
parameter sbut also on thestrategic valuewhich the
partner bringstothetable. TheBoard concluded that
the merger would bein the best interest of all the
shareholders& stakeholders.

€ The merger is in line with ZEEL's strategy of
achieving higher growth and profitability as a
leading Media & Entertainment Company across
South Asia. The Board has authorised the
Management of ZEEL to activate the required due
diligence process.
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€ Theshareholdersof SPNI will hold amajority stake

in themer ged entity. The shareholder sof SPNI will
alsoinfuse growth capital into SPNI aspart of the
mer ger. SPNI hasapproximately USD 1.575 billion
at closing for use in pursuing other growth
opportunities.

Basis the existing estimated equity values of ZEEL
and SPNI, theindicative merger ratio would have been
61.25% in favour of ZEEL. However, with the
proposed infusion of growth capital into SPNI, the
resultant merger ratio isexpected to resultin 47.07%
of themerged entity being held by ZEEL shareholders
and the balance 52.93% of the merged entity be held
by SPNI shareholders.

ZEEL & SPNI have entered into anon-binding term
sheet to combine both companies” linear networks,
digital assets, production operations and program
libraries.

The term sheet provides an exclusive period of 90
days. ZEEL and SPNI will conduct mutual diligence
and finalise definitive agreement(s). The merged
entity will beapublicly listed company in India.
Aspart of thetransaction, Mr Punit Goenka will
continuetobetheManaging Director and CEO of the
mer ged entity.

Further, specific non-competearrangementswill be
agreed upon between thepromoter sof ZEEL and the
promotersof SPNI.

According to the term sheet, the Promoter Family is
free to increase its shareholding from the current
~4% to up to 20% in amanner that isin accordance
with applicablelaw.

Themajority of theBoard of Directors of the merged
entity will be nominated by Sony Group.

It is anticipated that the final transaction would be
subject to the completion of customary due diligence
and execution of definitive agreements and required
corporate, regulatory, and third-party approvals,
including the votes of ZEEL’sshareholders.

ZEEL’s strong expertise in content creationand its
deep consumer connect established over the last 3
decades, coupled with SPNI’s success acr 0ss
entertainment genres(including gaming and sports),
will add significant value to the merged entity and its
management team, thereby increasing shareholder
valuemulti-fold.
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Simultaneously Sony PicturesNetwork Indiaalso

issued a media release on its website on September 22,
2021 stating:

€ Today, Sony PicturesNetworksIndia(SPNI) and Zee

Entertainment EnterprisesLtd. (ZEEL) announced
that they haveenter ed into an exclusive, non-binding
Term Sheet to combine both companies’ linear
networks, digital assets, production operations, and
programlibraries.

The non-binding Term Sheet provides an exclusive
negotiation period of 90 days. ZEEL and SPNI will
conduct mutual diligence and negotiate definitive,
binding agreements.

The combined company would be publicly listed in
Indiaand better positioned to lead the consumer from
traditional pay T.V. into thedigital future.

Themerger of ZEEL and SPNI would bring together
two leading Indian media network businesses,
benefitting consumers throughout India across
content genres, from film to sports. The combined
company isexpected to benefit all stakeholders, given
strong synergies between ZEEL and SPNI.

Under the terms of the non-binding Term Sheet,
Sony Pictur es Entertainment, the parent company
of SPNI, would invest growth capital so that SPNI
has a cash balance of approximately USD 1.575
billion at closing for use to enhance the combined
company"sdigital platformsacrosstechnology and
content, ability to bid for broadcasting rightsin the
fast-growing sports landscape and pursue other
growth opportunities.

Sony Pictures Entertainment would hold amajority
stake in the combined company.

Currently, ZEEL Managing Director & CEO Mr Punit
Goenkaisto lead the combined company.

The combined Company"s Board of Directorswould
include Directors nominated by Sony Group and result
in Sony Group having the right to nominate the
majority of the Board members.

It is anticipated that a final transaction would be
subject to completion of customary due diligence,
negotiation, and execution of definitive binding
agreements and required corporate, regulatory, and
third-party approvals, including ZEEL shareholder
vote.
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COMMENT

The announcement came after months of
negotiation between the two major media groups and
isintended to help both companies. Reuters estimates
that when the merger goes through, it will consist of
“ 75 news, entertainment, sports, and movie channels
in more than 10 languages, stands to become India's
biggest player, with a market share of 27%
outstripping that of Disney's Star India, at 24%. Sony
will infuse growth capital of nearly $1.6 billion into
an Indian holding company taking a majority stake
in Zee Enterprises.The Sony funds will be used to
enhance the combined company's digital platforms
and its ability to bid for broadcasting rights in the
fast-growing sports landscape, the two firms have
said.”

The announcements, while broadly similar, do
have two different points of emphasis. These have
largely gone unnoticed in the largely laudatory
media coverage which has fawned over the new deal.

The first is while the ZEEL Press Release
definitively states that “ As part of the transaction, Mr
Punit Goenka will continue to be the Managing
Director and CEO of the merged entity. But the SPNI
media release has a different spin of emphasis it says
“currently ZEEL Managing Director & CEO Mr Punit
Goenka is to lead the combined company.” This is
contrary to media plugs that the Term Sheet (not so far
available in the public sphere) that Mr Punit Goenka
will continue as CEO/MD for five years.

The second is while the Zee media release on the
infusion of funds by SPNI very generally states that
“the shareholders of SPNI will also infuse growth
capital into SPNI as part of the merger such that SPNI
has approximately USD 1.575 billion at closing,
for use in pursuing other growth opportunities.” The
SPNI Media release is more specific as it states that
“ Sony Pictures Entertainment, the parent company of
SPNI, would invest growth capital so that SPNI has a
cash balance of approximately USD 1.575 billion at
closing for use to enhance the combined company’s
digital platforms across technology and content,
ability to bid for broadcasting rights in the fast-
growing sports landscape and pursue other growth
opportunities.”

How this emphasis of difference will pan out
remains to be seen.
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A.2 THE INVESCO IMBROGLIO

1

Asper itslatest presentation for 2021, I nvescoclaims
to bealeading global investment firm with US$1.5
trillion global assets under Management.|lt
hasspecialised investment teams managing
investments across a wide range of asset classes
and investment styles with more than 8,200
employees worldwide and an on-the-ground
presence in more than 20 countries, serving clients
in more than 120 countries. It offers strategic
assistance in various spheres, including achieving
strong investment performance. It desires to be
instrumental to our client's success. It aimsto harness
the power of its global platform. It wishes to
perpetuate a high-performance organisation. It
wantsto deliver an investment experience that helps
people get more out of life. It wantsto putits clients
at the centre of all it does. It has a pure focus on
investments.

I nvesco has been along-timeinvestor in Zee. In 2019
it camein asawhiteknight to help the Zee Promoters
by infusing more fundsraising its stakesto 18.8 %.
On1August 2019, Essel Group (Promoter of ZEEL)
announced that | nvesco Oppenheimer Developing
Markets Fund, a long-time investor in Zee
Entertainment Enterprises (ZEE), has agreed to
acquire an 11% stake in the Company for Rs 4,224
croreat Rs400 per share. Thisinvestment set ZEE’s
enterprise value at Rs 37,439 cror e ($5.44 billion).

The primary purpose of the sale of 11% additional
stakein ZEEL wasdueto the deadline set by various
mutual funds,which had an exposure of roughly Rs
5,200 croreto the Essel Group”s overall debt, had
set adeadline of July 31, 2019 to receive their dues
before selling the shares in the market. The M.D.
Mr Punit Goenka stated that | nvesco Oppenheimer
has come in as a pure equity investor without any
Board Seat or special conditions. Significantly
enough, Oppenheimer had no right of first refusal
on any further stake sale by ZEE to any other, nor
did it do any due diligence. The existing
Management would continue. Oppenheimer’s
holding was planned to increase to 18.8% after
the closure of the deal.

In just two years, Invesco Oppenheimer, on
September 15,2021,demanded that the Board of
ZEEL bereconstituted and specifically asked for the
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dropping of two non-independent non-executive
Directors. Mr Manish Chokhani and Mr Ashok
Kurian, and Mr Punit Goenka. The letter also
proposed the appointment of six independent
director sat the forthcoming Extraordinary General
Body Meeting (EGM), including Mr SurendraSingh
Sirohi, Mr NainaKrishnaMurthy, Mr Rohan Dhamija,
MsAruna Sharma, Mr Srinivasa Rao Addepalli and
Mr Gaurav Mehta.

Almost simultaneously, ZEEL announced on 13
September 2021 that the two long time non-
independent non-executive Directors, Mr Manish
Chokhani and Mr Ashok Kurian, had resigned.
However, Mr Chokhani and Mr Kurian have
submitted their resignations before the extraordinary
general meeting (EGM). In astock exchangefiling,
Zee said thetwo had resigned as Non-Executive non-
independent directors.Mr Chokhani, the company
said, has resigned due to “changed life
circumstances and perspectives post covid". At the
same time, the reason cited for Mr Kurian was his
“preoccupation.” Both tenures ended as of 13
September 2021. Mr Punit Goenka continued as CEO
and M.D.

At the Annual General Body meeting held on
September 14, 2021, there were six topics on the
agenda,including passage of audited accounts on
March 31, 2021; confirmation of dividend paid on
preference sharesfor theyear ending 31 M ar ch 2021,
declaration of annual dividend; ratification of cost
auditor remuneration for F.Y. 2020-21; appointment
of Mr Sasha Mirchandani as Independent Director;
and appointment of Mr Vivek Mehta as Independent
Director. It is noteworthy that the Invesco demands
for change of Mr Punit Goenka as Director and
appointment assix Independent Directorsdid not come
up for discussion.

A week later, Zee and Sony announced the merger
on September 22, 2021. Invesco reiterated its
demand to reconstitute the Board of Directors and
stuck to its demand for Mr Punit Goenka to step
down from the Board of Directors.In aletter dated
23.09.2021, I nvesco made thefollowing hard-hitting
points:
« We continue to believe that the business is
valuable, whether on its own or in strategic
alignment with partnerssuch as Sony.

A Qo w9 A 21 e W-wEEr Nesehi d
g2 & (g @@l |9 E & 7 arar, o ol

Re 377 o gfla wraee |9 § o qYE fie
FTEL, 1 591 Of, o TeT e, g S o,
SPATENY AW A4 (S9NQH) § B8 Wax Mol Bl
e &7 @ 91 3 © |

(il

. T 3 T Sessud o 13 Ridet 2021 @1 amon

@l o 31 @9 T9g deh WEdT -BEEN Hegdh A
Y AR A7 A el RIA|T T I ¢ A
o | BTl 1 AFamT T o I T SR
ffeT (Z5709) & 3P 3191 SR a9 foo = | =i
TS @1 & T T A A Fel o & A W B
HA T T Feue @& w9 § g ¢ feam Bl
AT, BT | el o BT & d1g Siad &l ari Rufeat
AR gfteam § 9edd & BV T & 6o & |9 &
&t FRIT & [T @I 2T & HOV & 2w 22
T | ST & el 13 Fida? 2021 @ 9 21 T | 6y
QA MaAE @Eon AR Tl & = F FM B
AT T |

. 14 RydeR 2021 &1 wEitAd aitfe s g @i

Joh ¥ UHs § we fOum 9, W 81 91 2021 @
AT Tl &l Wi BT i o1, 31 A
2021 F T & a1 99 & [0 SeMHT g9 T
PIAM [ohd T @A 1 gfte, afies @eieT sl |,
forci o 2020-21 & {0 @I AT Yierds T
F1 TN, A1 I ATGST Sl = FMedTd & &9 §
e, T o faos Wear & o oo & w9 |
e | S © [ goedl J A e Bl
Feu® & %9 | gea A7 B8 3 AT Meadl & &Y
# fgfer & @i o =4t T@ |

. & A9 dE S 307§ 7 22 Rider 2021 @&

feretar 1 oo 1 | gl 7 eI 52 % TS

AT AT ZEE AR W YA NEHH & Feod q=d

T UT B4 @ AN T T 72 28.09.2021 & UH G

i gl 7 i sied [bgai & Iwra e

< EART AT & f& e gegerT 8, ari
g 399 &7 T ar qi+ A9 urierl & areg
rifas arfiert 4 & |

26

SATELLITE & CABLETV

OCTOBER 2021



MEDIA BEAT

¢

S TUHIfdS Gt ST & U & 9 (har

«» Decisionsof strategic material import must follow
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and not precede actions towards establishing a
proper and independent governance structure as
determined by the company"s sharehol ders.

«» In this context, and against the backdrop of our

EGM requisition, your disclosure of 22 September
2021 issymptomatic of the erratic manner inwhich
important and serious decisions are handled at the
company.

Precisely to protect shareholder valueand in the
exercise of our statutory rightsasan ordinary
shareholder, wehavecalled upon thecompany to
hold an EGM, and it isyour duty under company
law to do so. At this EGM, shareholders of the
company will decide the composition of the
Company’s Board of Directorsin a free and
democraticmanner.

Towards this end, Invesco has proposed the
removal of non-independent directors and
recommended additional independent directors
coming from diverse backgrounds and are
expected to bring additional professionalism,
guidance, and standards of governance to the
operations of the company. Together with the
existing set of I.D.s, we believe that the
Company"sBoard will have the depth to navigate
the company into the future.

We continue to have immense faith in the
commitment and passion of the company"s
employees and believe the bench of talent is deep
within the Company and India's vibrant media
industry.

Our actionsareintended to createahealthy long-
term future for the company. Strengthened
governanceisanecessary first step.

An Invesco spokesperson Jeaneen Terrio told
BusinessToday over email that it sent Zeean EGM
requisition letter on 11 September 2021, exercising
its rights as ordinary shareholders to protect
shareholder valueinthe company. "Thisinitiative,
which isuniquein the history of our fund, was
taken with thebelief that anewly congtituted Boar d
elected by itsshareholder swould befoundational
inrevivingthelong-term health of thebusiness.

On 23 September 2021, we reiterated our call for
an EGM in a letter to the Board of Directors of
Zee," themail said.
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10.

« It goes on to say that " the company's failure to
take steps within its notice period (21 days
according to law) to call an EGM, coupled with
its delay in noticing our EGM (request) on 11
September 2021 and failure to notice our
September letter to the exchanges, has prompted
usto file a petition beforethe NCLT to enforce
our rights as shareholdersto call for this EGM
of the company" .

On 29.09.2021, I nvesco fired thefirst missile by filing
apetition against Zeein the National Company Law
Tribunal Mumbai.The Petition was filed under
Section 98 and 100 of the Companies Act 2013.
Section 98 empowers the NCLT to order the
convening of an Extra ordinary General Body
meeting, and Section 100 gives a shareholder with
not less than one-tenth of paid-up share capital the
power to request an EGM.

Section 98 reads as under

If for any reason it isimpracticable to call a meeting

of a company, other than an annual general meeting,
in_ any manner in which meetings of the company

may be called, or to hold or conduct the meeting of
the company in the manner prescribed by this Act or

the articles of the company, the Tribunal may, either
suo motu or on the application of any director or

member of the company who would be entitled to
vote at the meeting.

Section 100 reads as under:

1) The Board may, whenever it deems fit, call an
extraordinary general meeting of the company.

2 TheBoard shall, at the requisition made by, —
(@ in the case of a company having a share
capital, such number of members who hold,
on the date of the receipt of the requisition,
not less than one-tenth of such of the paid-
up share capital of the company as on that
date carries the right of voting.

3) Therequisition made under sub-section (2) shall
set out the mattersfor the consideration of which
the meeting isto be called and shall be signed by
therequisitionistsand sent to theregistered office
of the company.

4) If the Board does not, within twenty-one days
from the date of receipt of avalid requisitionin
regard to any matter, proceed to call a meeting

11.
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for the consideration of that matter on aday not
|ater than forty-five days from the date of receipt
of such requisition, the meeting may be called
and held by the requisitionists themselveswithin
three months from the date of the requisition.

11. Asper mediareports, the I nvesco petition makesthe

following points justifying the invocation of Section
98 and Section 100 of the Companies Act 2013 for
calingan EGM. It alleged that not convening the EGM
was a deliberate and oppressive act by Zee. It,
however, did not invoke provisions“ Section 241" of
CosAct on oppression of minority shareholders.

R/

% Seriousfinancial trouble since 2019, asadmitted
by thefounder promoter, Mr Subhash Chandra,
in hispubliclettersof January 2019 and August
20109.

% Resignation of three Directors of the Company
in November 2019 raising seriousissuesaround
corporate governance and capital allocation of
the company. (Note: the three Directors were
Mr Subodh Kumar and Ms Neeharika Vohra.
As per the regulatory filing, they had raised
concernson large scale advances given to other
media companies of the Essel Group, including
Dish T.V. and Siticable, and for advances for
film production). Another Director Mr Sunil
Sharmaresigned following the sale of sharesby
the Essel Group and consequent Board
reconstitution)

< SEBI’s letter to Zee in June 2021 flagging
various alleged irregularities, including
outstanding duesfrom related partieswithout a
clear recovery plan; comfort letters issued by
the Directorswithout informing the Board and
corrective action required in systems and
processes with regard to documentation of
advances.

< Invesco sought the removal of some Directors,
including the Managing Director Mr Punit
Goenka. It sought to induct six new directors.

At the preliminary hearing held on September 30,

2021, the senior counselsfor Invesco and OFI Global

made the following points

« That shareholders have an absolute unfettered
right to call an Extraordinary General Body
Meeting.The counsel stated that he represented
a foreign fund and did not have addresses and

1.

12.
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14.

16.

details of approximately two and ahalf lakh public
shareholders.

< But it expressly stated that I nvesco wanted Mr
Punit Goenkato go as the Managing Director of
the because the company is not being run by him
for the benefit of shareholders.

< With 96% of the share with the public, there is
no vestedor entrenched right in Mr Goenka or
anyone else to run the company.

*» Quoting Section 100 of the Companies Act and

relying on the L1C Escorts case, the counsel stated

no reason need be given to call an EGM as long

asthe 10% threshold is met.

Instead of calling an EGM, Zee announced

the merger with Sony, the apprehension of

I nvesco was that the Board would not call an

EGM.

In reply, the Senior Counsel for Zee stated that the
meeting of the company"sindependent directors was
taking place on the same day-September 30, 2021.
The decision that was taken would be suitably
communicated.

As per mediareports, NCLT was not satisfied with
the response by Zee and said the Board cannot
deny calling an EGM when a17% shareholder has
requested it. There is no specific format for a
requisition except that the 10% threshold should
be crossed. The NCLT isreported to have stated it
would be a travesty of justice if their right to
requisition is denied.

Finally,the NCLT adjourned the hearing to 4 October
2021, directing that the Zee Board should positively
consider the request by Invesco and OFI. As per
the Press Trust of India, the NCLT directed the
company to communicate the decisions of the Board
after the NCLT meet.

Whileacopy of the order actually passed is awaited,
quite curiously, a Zee owned newspaper DNA
claimed on September 30, 2021 that “ no such order
has been passed by NCLT and that mediareportson
ZEE EGM were misleading and baseless.The
company will continueto take all the actions needed
in the interest of the shareholders and as per the
law.”

«»  Within 24 hour sof theNCLT Interim Order, Zee
Board rejected the demand of Invesco on
primarily highly technical grounds. The Release

KD
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16.
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to the Stock Exchanges dated 01.10.2021 states
in Paras7 and 8 asunder:

4 Para 7 At its meeting held on 1 October
2021, the Board considered the
Requisition Notice. Earlier, the Board
obtained written legal advice from the
company's counsel and independent legal
advice from eminent former judges of the
Supreme Court and senior corporate
lawyers. Afterconsidering the unanimous
advice received about the legal validity
of the Requisition Notice, the Board
deliberated and unanimously concluded
that the Requisition Notice is not valid,
as it suffers from multiple legal
infirmities, which are summarised in the
Annexure to this communication.

4 Para8. Accordingly, in the company's best
interests as a whole, including allits
shareholders and stakeholders, we
express our in ability to convene the EGM
on the lines requisitioned by you.

4 Subsequently Zee filed a writ petition
challenging the Invesco petition in the
Bombay High Court. This is still to be
fixed for hearing.

4 When NCLT directed Zeeto filea counter
to the Invesco petition and gave it 48
hoursto do so, Zeefiled an appeal to the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal. Interestingly both the NCLT
and NCLAT hearings are fixed for
hearing on October 7,2021.

4 Simultaneously the Zee Founder
launched a video campaign casting
doubts on the “ motives” of Invesco and
even talking of some Indian backing
(reference to Ambanis) and even talking
darkly of a Chinese “reluctance” to
allow the merger to go through!

COMMENT

The sword of litigation will now hang over the
timeline of the term sheet between Zee and Sony.
One thing is clear that Invesco is not as such
opposed to the merger. It took an additional stake
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in 2019 at an average price of Rs. 400 a share. Even
though there has been massive stock market
excitement since the merger was announced, the
price on in the NSE in morning session was Rs. 296,
which means if Invesco were to sell out, it would
incur enormous | osses.

The critical concern of Invesco is corporate
governance which is clearly spelt out in the last
paragraph of its letter of September 23,2021.
Invesco clearly feels that this needs to be improved.
In the hearing held on September 29,2021, it clearly
trained its fire on the Managing Director, Mr Punit
Goenka and sought his explicit exit.

There is some speculation that Invesco wants
an independent Board that is not bound down to a
four per cent Promoter shareholder and will
negotiate even better terms with Sony. It may even
find another strategic or financial investor.

More clarity will emerge at the next NCLT
hearing on October 4,2021.
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ZEE - INVESCO CASE LATEST UPDATE

“Initsorder dated October 7, 2021, NCLAT
directed NCLT to give sufficient and reasonable
timetofileitsreply tothelnvesco petition asking
NCLT todirect Zeeto hold an EGM to decide on
its chosen panel of Directors. After the reply is
filed, and hearing both parties, NCLT can proceed
further.”
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A.3 CONTENT SYNERGIES OF THE MERGER

Zee has atotal of approximately 50 channels. It
has apowerful ZEE 5 app, and the channels are currently
telecast in 170 countries with an estimated 1.3 billion
viewers. It has over 4200 movie titles. Its library has
over 2,50,000 hours of T.V. content. It isalso into music
and the creation of animation software.

Sony has over 25 channels which are partly
different to Zee channels. It is strong in Sportswith ten
channels. It has a regional presence in Marathi and
Bangla and also has a powerful Sony Livapp. Its main
Hindi channel has powerful content like Kaun Banega
Crorepati and Super Dancer.

A combined subscription drive should provideit
with higher revenues. A more extensive portfolio of 75
plus channels will give it additional advertisement
muscle.

Cost savings are still to be worked out. There will
have to be staff rationalisation.

Theentire process, including regulatory approvals
from Government/NCLT and Competition Commission,
will take six-12 monthsin view of thelegal disputewith
Invesco.

COMMENT:

Once the merger is completed with all
regulatory approvals, it will pose tough competition
to Disney Star and even regional majors like Sun
T.V. This can only mean welcome news for its millions
of viewers. So, to answer who the winner will be,
everyone, especially the customer, will have a
plethora of content choices. Zee gets badly needed
capital. Sony receives access to an entire and
impressive body of programming content of Zee and
an impressive library.

Even though Invesco has asked for reconstitution
of the Board, the tremendous pricerisefromRs. 175 to
the present rate of Rs. 310 benefits Invesco. Two
“lucky new investors,” namely Mr Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, picked up nearly 5 million shares for
Rs. 110.22 crores of Zee at Rs. 220.44 a share earlier
in September, and BofA Securities bought 4.86 million
shares for Rs. 115 crores at Rs. 236.20 a share have
made enormous profits in just 10 days. So, everyone
has benefitted!
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B.

ONLINE
THREAT?

The Indian Online Gaming Sector reached US$1.027
billion in 2020, a growth of ~17.3% from US$543
million in 2016. It is expected to reach US$2 billion
by 2023. India is the fourth largest online gaming
market globally. Online gamersin Indiaare estimated
to grow from 360 million in 2020 to 510 million in
2022. It is estimated that over 400 gaming start-ups
arerunning at present.

A June2021 KPM G Report states: We envisagethe
online gaming segment to be among the most
significant segments of M & E industry in yearsto
come, garnering a share of both time and wallet of
the Indian digital billion."

A key challenge for the Sector is afacilitative and
robustregulatory and legal environment to help the
business grow to its true potential in the coming
years.

Another critical concern is GST concerns. The
classification of whether a game forms a 'game of
skill'or a'game of chance' hashad tax implicationson
business operations. A game of chance attracts a
higher GST rate of tax vis-&vis agame of skill.The
same classification is used by state legislatures to
curb online gaming.

Three recent legal developments show how various
moralistic factors can impede this sunshineindustry's
growth despite the recognised potential of online
gaming.

On 21 September 2021, the Karnataka Assembly
amended the K ar nataka PoliceAct to ban all forms of
online gaming holding as per objects and reasons of
the amendment that it is intended to “strengthen”
provisions of the Karnataka Police Act to make
gambling a cognisable and non-bailable offence and
"include the use of cyberspace including computer
resources or any communication device as defined
in the Information Technology Act, 2000 in the
process of gaming to curb the menace of gaming
through the internet, mobile apps’.The amended law
prescribed athree-year jail term for gambling instead
of one year and a fine of Rs One lakh. The law
exempted only bets on horseracesfrom the purview
of gambling.

The Karnataka Home Minister was quoted as

GAMING UNDER

.
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10.

claiming,"thereisalot of gambling happening using
electronic devices, and this has to be controlled."
The new Karnataka Chief Minister felt “ major
gambling is happening in an organised way in many
places."

The Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMALI), inastatement,said that the Bill appearsto
have been drafted without considering the various
legal and constitutional positions as it includes a
wide definition of 'gaming' and is against multiple
judgements by the Supreme Court and High
Courts.Further, it makes no distinction between
games of skill and of chance.

Karnataka itself has been home to more than 91
gaming companies and developers, which employ
about 4,000 people, said Mr Biren Ghose, Chairman -
ClIl National AVGC sub-committee. "The banwould
impact Indian online gaming companies, while
consumers would switch to games from other
geographies. Further, this would affect the brands
that have been built up with considerable
investments over the last few years," he added.

Inaletter to the Karnataka Chief Minister, Mr Praveen
Khandelwal, Secretary-General of the Confederation
of All India Traders,stated that a game of chance is
pure gambling, which is addictive and should be
dealt with adequate legal procedures. On the other
hand, a game of skill enables gamers to monetise
their gaming talents and finesse.

Very recently,the M adrasHigh Court passed avery
detailed judgment in Junglee Gamesvs Sate of Tamil
Nadu inWP 18022/0Or sdated August 3, 2021 struck
down the February 2021 amendment to the Tamil
Nadu GamingAct that prohibited betting and wagering
onall formsof online gaming.

In February 2021, the Tamil Nadu government
amended the Tamil Nadu Gaming Act, 1930 (‘the
GamingAct"), by passing the Tamil Nadu Gaming
and Police Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021 (‘the
Amending Act'). Section 3(b) of the Amending Act
redefined 'gaming' to include any game involving
wagering or betting in person or cyberspace, except a
lottery. It prohibited all forms of games conductedin
cyberspace, regardless of whether it was a game of
mere skill or agame of chance, removing the exemption
for 'games of mere skill' in the Gaming Act.
Additionally, the Amending Act introduced Section

781 & A7 34 [RAET 71 &1 | ded & a0 g
A W T I @8 TRl asT JE Fied i 7 ar
7 E

. 32TACT UE Higrgw wEifdustr e gisam

(sEuTuaTs) T us 9N § FE ® 6 faw A
Bl AT TS qaT 97 fermre B faar dan faar
I & 37 98 Faied =g 37 3T FErdl & &3
BT & [aarE & 139% A, I8 Hiod T GE b
Td & dIg B3 AdT T&l BT &

9. Hiomgand Ay TSIl Ui & aredel o

10.

11.

12.

A G919 T ®el, dAed § & 91 ¥ i AT
HAMGT AT STAEH E H @ 4000 @I HH
T E |3 & 6 gy wrEdd AearET T
FUGFT I THIfEAT HIT, FTdld ST I o
&1 7 T 97 2ad & | 9% ST T 37 ) Ui
AT ST et e aut § BTl Fasr & 4 a9 T E |
Frledh & AT &1 ford T U W H I A
AT & REE & Fera 2 gdT FEaard T e
[ 41 @1 & g J3T &, ST 9 @l ad & AT 34 941
W BT GiATAT 7 [T S @Ry | A ST Bl
BT T T F ST AT gfrr ST @i 7 B
HTT H HerT AT & |

FIEEl H HgTE ST Aared J Ssdr 18022 /
ORTH STl Gl M qferg Tod 4 3
ST 2021 I UF T8 fawga i wifia foan, B
dfeaTg AR e 4 wEd 2021 & AdES
@ T2 &7 fear w or o Sfeenga A @ wr s
T HZZATS AT 2 T gicatad &7 e |

HEH 2021 H AAEAg THR A g AR
3T gferd FA (deired) afufem 2021 (Foiem
Atafrm) &1 eI #7d gy atrearg AT
afufem, 1980 (3 AR wae) # Aorea e |
Holed ftiEe & g 3 () T AR B ouw
Al @1 Blgd?, ARG 59 7 a1 a5a @9 § 9
WIE a1 ggeael 4 5 od W oW @ i
& 3 forg AT 1 aRift foen |29 AmEa W §
HRNTAT T 9T & i bl Uferared & fam, ar a2
Fad HITA F A AT A B T, AT A |
AT IS % H & [0 B I &2 (34T | 39 e
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3-A to prohibit wagering or betting in cyberspace by
playing rummy, poker, or any other game, punishable
with imprisonment extending to two yearsfor anyone
playing or providing such activities.

M AMET 7 78, Gy a1 B3 3 T Tddh?
AR T § &d @I AT T2amell @l Iatdd & &
foTT 4RT 8- &1 J&3Td @l 39 q7E &I it @
T AT YSH HIT del (bl 9 AT & g &1 9

13. Section fl'l of th(le(_ﬁ'rr?endiﬂg ]:Alc(tj ansofinclude? T FHITETT 1 AT & S qHA & |
O aane ot totteces | 1o, e afefn 1 e 115 o e
’ H o M M o -‘%} N .
other stakes. This, in fact, went beyond the Tamil W T ﬁ e %, \3?” ERA % o ad,
Nadu Gaming and Police Laws (Amendment) a1 W A I % forg = Hﬁ%' Te ard i
Ordinance 2020, which did not remove the ATy AR OiR g @A (Fsite) sty
exemption to 'games of mere skill' in Section 11 2020 7 T Fepa T, e w1980 sfufam @
of the griginal 1938 Act and would not rr]]ave R 11§ 757 B & T Bl B2 I T e2El AN
covered wagers and prizes on games such as ST a1 S ) i E T
(online and offline) chess. ( 5 a%f:%va-&r ) %I il WA AR
14. After a series of exhaustive arguments by the . - .
Petitioners and Respondent,the Madras High Court | 1%- 3 TR A AT Gfernet 21T T T Bl T G
struck down Part 11 of the Amending Act on four % a1 GW Tod IR A HINeM it & WRT
grounds: 2 @ 9R SR T 7E & &
< Firstly, the impugned part and its blanket ban < FEH G, U4 & U S Wed W Satd
on gaming for money were excessive, AT AR THHT A IfEs A, d@qmgm,
disproportionate, unreasonable, and manifestly Ej%lﬁ AT = ®Y F FHET o7 |
s bitrary. o . o guR, e atufruw wHfaursr & ST
< fg((:(la)r}dl)yé)’;rliznca\;r;ﬁztﬁvgrz?sV|olat|veofArt|cIe 19 (1)(Gﬁ) 1 ST A |
L ' . » dw, a¢ ol e @ o 7 @
< Thirdly, that_the_enactment was not within the q\iﬁ 9 %1 qRIRe 34 % A= PrUT WA &
scope of legislative competence under Entry awit ¥ 78 o7 A
340of List Il of ScheduleV11 tothe Constitution; el o .
and < qar 77 6 afufEg =iva e & A1y
< Fourthly, that the enactment was inconsistent ST AT AW o7 |
and irreconcilablewith established precedents. | 15. =Imam™ T 3T Fe
15. The Court further held: g e A %’E‘Rﬁn %1 T 7 g, AT
< Whileinterpreting the scope of "gambling" and A G o ot & A et o F R ai.S
"gaming," the Court saw that the terms involve RO NIEZIRSE] T HE & a9 W MR A ¥
activitieswhose outcomes depend predominantly @U 97) |
on an element of chance[Para 97]. < ?:rﬁ T, Teh A & P & T & 7T §
% On the other hand, an activity is regarded as a EE 11 o | e £ 1 e e | 5l ) ) [ A
game of "s!<i||" if the consequences are guided EfoE 2 B |
more by skill than chance. % TE AEWE J U A7 T S AR s
<> ThehHigh ISourt OIheld various online garrkleﬁ AT BT BT BT T T H(16 3=, T, BT
such as poker and rummy are games of ski A g v @'{T “4)
asthey needed knowledge, skill, and memory o =TT UT 3 (Eﬁ) % q= AR A
[Para114]. « elall, i "'iﬁ" PN
% However, the expanded definition of "gaming" afreTT 3?[3 Hfﬁléﬁ e ot }TR'[\:!—"{ %
under Section 3(b) and the sweeping ambit of AT 3T A AT T /A et (are s i
Section 3-A of the Amending Act T Aifcen ) o &, AT T g /i [T @
encompassed all sporting/gaming activities foTT e A € |
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16.

17.

(whether virtual or physical) if played for a
prize/money/stake.

«» The Court held that the Amending Act created a
legal fiction, whereby even games of skill,
which were otherwise permissible, would amount
to an offenceif any betting wereinvolved, which
turned " the existing statuteon itshead" [Par as
102-103].

«» Therefore, the High Court found that the wording
of the Amending Act was overbearing and
excessive, since:

4 A person may be gifted in card games, or
another's talent may lie in word games.
Rationally, such persons should be free to
exploit their skills; only reasonable
restrictions that do not entirely blunt their
chance to show off or make a living out of
their skillsmay be permissible. The sweeping
wording of Section 3-A of the amended Act
of 1930, coupled with the expansive
definition of "gaming" injected there, cuts
any chance of displaying skill in any game
on the virtual mode if any stakes, however
little, are involved.Para 102.

4 "Indeed, section 11 of theamended Act turns
the existing statute on its head, as the
Petitioners complain. What was once the
exemption or escape provision has now been
given the most claustrophobic stranglehold
and has the possibility of bringing about
the most ridiculous and unwanted results if
applied in letter and spirit."Para 103.

Immediately after the judgment was delivered, the
Tamil Nadu Law Minister saidGovernment would
formulate new legislation to ban online gaming
platforms. "Although Government put forward its
views on the ban on online games, the High Court
said that the Government did not specify enough
reasons when the law was made and without
formalising the rules, online gaming cannot be
banned."

Despite such a detailed and persuasive judgment
of the Madras High Court in August 2021,the
Karnataka Assembly passed new amendments to
the Karnataka Police Act on 22 September 2021.The
Bill states that “games mean and include online
games, involving all forms of wagering or betting,

< @ T AT 6 g Stad 7 uF S
HEqAT @l [T fohan, TP it & @ o, A
AT T ¥, A B FILANA M A, A
AT @ AT 2, B AeE dA @ oEs
R @ '@ Rar (3T 102-103) |
< 3T, Tod AT T 9T b HOmed St @t
TGl ST AT AATH o, Hifh
¢ % AT T % T § IR 331 A qahdr &
a1 g7 BT 9ITT 9 % T AT & AT
g | T@ATT ®Y F, U7 dadl & 9T BT
F1 36T & & [0 AT 8M1 qRT, Bad
3 GfAaer A1 39 BISIA Bl @737 3T Fa7araT
FH & AT B G TE T FT T HA B,
ST & AT & 11930 % A9 SiefaT
@ YRT 3-T F 19% SEidH, T8 IAFIT
F T AT B g AT & A g
q1Z q7 [T AT 719§ FIeT gefdfd & & [
T A 29T 102

¢ g H, qonfya stufem @ g n
e A P 9% P W TEAl 8, Sl
AT 9T &7d & | A1 &9l 82 a1 9
@ JIEE AT, I 39 99 FAreihih
ST HHT B2 AT A & TG 91, 39 379 Fa4
e e yae o mn ® AR afe ser
Ll 5 O ) R | s o e
TS TR & a1 F9IeHT € | U9 103

16 . BHAT A A & 0 a8, AHATS & B AT 7 Hal

17.

foh THT AR THT WehH T Yfae @ & forg
T B A | BT AT T SR T 9T
gfger 97 A9 ferar 7@, 3T T 4 el @& TET
T gaT FR [iE FE BT Ta By aaEr T ar
7 [T @1 SidEiiia w9 23 fam, SraET a9
gfeqer 721 T S qbdl & |

T 2021 H FEH I=F A | 3 TE & 9
A T i & FaE Fled a7 22 Raet
2021 %1 FHied Yo AUMTH § T HIME aMRd
o | et § e T % f6 T @7 Aaea & 377 549 3
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21.

including in the form of tokens valued in terms of
the money paid before or after the issue of it, or
electronic means and virtual currency, electronic
transfer of funds in connection with any game of
chance.” The Bill to amend the K arnataka Police
Act of 1963 does not include lottery, wagering,
betting on horseraces on any racecour seinside
or outsidethe State.

The newly passed Bill in the Karnataka Assembly
includes using cyber space (computer resourcesor any
other communication device) as defined in the
Information Technology Act, 2000 in the process of
gaming to curb onlinegaming and gambling through
the internet and mobile apps. The Bill also enhances
punishment extending to three years of punishment
and a fine up to Rs 1 lakh. Punishment for the first
offence will be 6 months imprisonment, a fine of Rs
10,000 and one year of imprisonment, and Rs 15,000
for the second one. In the third offence, punishment
will be 18 monthsimprisonment and afine of Rs20,000.
Those found aiding such online gambling will also
be punished.

Karnatakagovernment"s push against onlinegaming
and gambling can impact indigenously developed
online gaming platforms such Dream 11, Mobile
Premium League, Games 24x7 and several others
banning online gaming and wager sand prizesthat,
if upheld by the Courts, could bringadeath knell for
theonlinegamingindustry in Karnataka.

SincethisisaBJPruled State, it will beinteresting to
watch whether other major BJP ruled Stateslike Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh will follow suit.

On 27.09.2021, a single bench judgment of the
KeralaHigh Courtin Head Digital WorksPrivate
Limited vs the State of Kerala quashed an
amendment to a Government notification dated
23.02.2021 issued under Section 14A of theKerala
Gaming Act 1960 banning online rummy in the
State. The Court held it was arbitrary and violative
of theright to trade and commerce guaranteed under
Article 19(1) (g) of the Constitution. The judgment
stated:

< Based on the considerations above, | go back
to theissues identified in Para 13 of this
judgment. On the first issue of whether rummy
isa game of mereskill, | hold on to the basis of
the binding judgments of the Apex Court in

18.

19.

20.

21.

@ET T 9T AT & [EH F4T 9T @ &1 @ AT 3
g e & o 2iaT @ =9 4 3% AT & 7
& 31 a1E § A 64 T U a7 i arEe G
ST 3T, FH B A 9 T & 79 T s
EHATAT e & | Ftes Yferq SiferaT 1963
e F T frdas & g & SiaT ar qIE}
et taaid ¥ @iedl, ara @A, gsdls w
gra e 9ty &
FHled U § 99 Wiid faeus § gere An
qrEEd U9 & A A SAMeRd AR AT A @
3T TN & forg AR Fr uferar § g Sreifee
Ftfam 2000 & RIS AR (FHT T
AT A FAW SUHI ) HT TN HIT I ¢ | Treran
Y T A %l A AN U A7 B9 dd & A Bl
TN T € | 9&ell a1 3T H T BT Tel Bl &E,
T &AW H9Y @ A AT UH A Dl 08 AT T
g7 15 AW B9 ddh Bl T 2R | AT 3T | 18
TEM &l &g AT 20 BT HYI & AT 2T | TH 3
QG A § Tl w7 arai &1 Hi afza fomam S |
e AR 3 g & Faaw FAled T
TR BT AT T BT H FIehird s T WehH
7 W 11, Magd AR o, T o24x7, ST
%5 3T AR AT AT 3G AT GEERT T afoad
T Tl 2, AT (o 3T SETal BT avepdT? 7T Sl
T A1 FAeH H ST AT &M & [0 AT &l gl
AT el & |
qich I8 WINTAT 9T 99 2 ZAY 98 7T femaw
BN foh @1 I W9 AW qeA USd SH A T
HISTAT SN IS8 T 35T S I |
27.09.2021 % 8% RRTed g ygae ffes
FAM HE T H B Sed AEed & Uhd 9IS &
TG 4 BT AT SATAFEH 1960 BT URT 14T &
Ted SN WA AFET A6 23.02.2021 § UF
T &l 19T § 3AFeIeT T8 O gfeael @ &2 | e
T 3 A AR gieuE & sgwe 19 (1) (§) &
TEd MEd AT AR MY & HAHT Bl Ieda
AN | BT § Rl T2 {6
% I fIEnT & STET 97 F 34 A0 & W/ 18 7
TEEN T JE 97 are AT g | 9Ed J5 07
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Satyanarayana and K.R. Lakshmanan (supra)
and the statutory provisions contained in
Sections 3 and 14 of the Kerala Act that Rummy
is a game of mereskill. On the question of
whether rummy is a game in which 'elementof
skill' is more predominant than the 'element
of chance' and canbe exempted from the
provisions of the Act only by means of
notification, | hold that even without a
notification being issued under Section 14A,
rummy remains to be a 'game of mere skill' as
theword has been interpreted by the Hon'ble
Supreme Court in Satyanarayana and
K.R.Lakshmanan (supra).

COMMENT

This writer is of the view that there is a vast
difference between gaming and gambling. Curiously,
the Karnataka Assembly has allowed gambling on
horse racing in Karnataka and tried to ban other
gaming activities. That itself, it is given, is
constitutionally impermissible. Another possibility
could be model legislation allowing gaming but strictly
regulating gambling by devising model legislation for
adoption by the Sates.

C. WILL CABLE ADOPT
BROADBAND TO REMAIN
RELEVANT?

Asper TRAI datafor July 31,2021, released on 23
September 2021,thetotal number of Broadband subscribers
were 808 million subscribers, of which 784.59 million were
Wireless Broadband subscribers provided by 455
operators. The balance of 24.01 million were Wireline
Broadband subscribers:

WirelessBroadband - Top 5 Networ ks (98.77% of
total market shareof WirelessBroadband)

Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd (446.68 million).
Bharti Airtel (201.77 million).
Vodafoneldea(123.97 million.)

BSNL (24.26 million) and
AtriaConvergence (01.93 million)

L 2K 2R 2R 2R 2

T HET BITT B T &, T AR 37
& .. @0 (ga1) 3717 BT AT B
§RT 3 317 14 7 [T Jenfaa qraen f& 7=
FIITT B T & |37 T 97 [ &7 777 U uAr
T & o ‘@i @1 aa’ i @ a7 e
T & 3T 37 B S & A 7 e
F U 4 g2 & A a%dl &, W A #
4T 14 T & d&d SERgET A & o o, w#
A SR TEAO (9r) F AT A =
BT7T 39 97 T 1T & T E |

feequfy

59 @79% &1 A & [ 3 T 377 T 7 a5 az7
AT E |5 [ a7 97 & [%5 @l [FEEH 7 Fied q
93212 W U fa AN &1 & 37 1= AT TdiareEr a7
qforder @A F FAT B E|TE =, T8 AT T4 g,
AAGN% BY 7 JHT & Q% 3= THIEAT ST BT &
@ [oTq A1 BT A9 &b AT B F&AT § [FEET BT

gl

. w1 Had IMERE &9 W B [ gieds
B AT 7

23 Rdat 2021 @1 AT R T 81 JAIE 2021 &
IE B SNHBS & AN dIzdz TEH H W HET 808
fuferam o |17 7 784.59 Tiferm 455 sifwted @M
T2 {5 T AR §ieds & Ted o | J9 24.01 R
AT gisas TS 9 |
IR disss - did 5 Geaw (arnew gisds
@ @ IR RS &1 98.77%)
& fawEm S Tw@m Mies (s46.68 Rifea)
& 9 warew (201.77 fifeE)
& arEmeE smefEr (123.97 fifwas)
¢ Juauaua (24.26 fifeaE) o
& sefar wa (01.93 Riferm)
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Wired Broadband - Top 5 Networ ks (65% of total

e gisds - i 5 Jeaw (aE gisds @

mar ket shareof Wired Broadband) g g fe@ard a1 (65% )

¢ BSNL (05.83million). -Telecom ¢ diuauaua (05.83 Riferas )-2wiai

# BhatiAirtd (03.54 million). Tdlecom & el arEa (03.54 Rifer) 2wl

® RdianceJiolnfocomm Ltd (03.47 million) Telecom & fiawE B W 7 ﬁévg (03.47 Rferar )i

@ Atria Convergence Technologies (01.93 million) | ¢ SERAT Bl q cFTatsIisT (01.98 fiftrar)-
Telecom/ Digital TV Services el [fefrew SRt Gard

& Hathway Cable& Datacom (0107 million) Multisystem | @ #99 @a Uz =@ (01.07 Riftad) wedt e
Operator. TR

1 Cable Operatorswere offered an Internet Service 1. P9 SRS & 1999 F el a7 2SS @ar

Provider licencefor thefirst timein 1999. Thiswasin : 3o ;

: _ : QaTaT @IFHE B GBS B T o |97 WG GREan

(et NelorlTdceon Py 900 e | 48 o 5 1 1 s 3 5 =

of broadband. The policy said that: % firg T CLECER R 1 &t faar & | AT %

< Under the Cable Regulation Act, 1995, Cable 1@ T & f A
Service Providers (CSP) shall continue to be < B ﬁ’ﬁm? et 1995 @ &, @ael
freely allowed to provide'last mile' linkagesand dar gerarsil (Higadt) @ AarT & oo Far
switched services within their service areas of gET & diar ‘sifom die’ Ridsr I fae A9
operat?on and run media seryices, Whicrl1 a(;(ja TS & ST AT A # TAT B g AT
essentially one-way, entertainment -relat . = 3 Sl & A 7R, A AT A
services. Direct interconnectivity between CSP's . .. YT B v 373 7 |
and any other type of service provider in their i“ii!:\i‘i AT el & | A ST . Eifm T &
area of operation and sharing of infrastructure 2 [T 37 GBI B Hel YETA @ A e
with any other kind of service provider shall be g@FRIAer 37 Bl I Y@ & HaT GETar
allowed. & AT GIATET G B ATET BT B ST B0 |

< Interconnectivity between service providers in < fAf=T &3 & Far gerarsi & dre evaAtaeaes
differlent 'servi (':eha_lr_eerl:I sr_:_?]ll be revi ewleoclj ti)n THET 2T B WS T F AR | TG @ Q?Df
consultation wit . e same wou e #W%WW%@W%W#’5
announced by 15 August 1999, as a part of the N 2
structure for opening up national long distance. ‘3’ ”“. 1999 % fzia;i 19 ! )

% In view of convergence, it is highly likely that > @A 3l il AT g TF ‘3”2”%_5 IS &
two-way communication (including voice, data, fa e W\% e 7 & v ALY (@,
and information services) through cable ST 3T JIAT HATAT AlRET) A § g% qEagor
networks would appear in a significant way in By F 378 &0 | et 42 @ 1T 7 37 HarAT
futg:e. Thei offeriing of trgsebser\t/i ce;sthroug? tl;e & QorsaT FRfoaa warsi & Wﬂﬁ & 7 2Rl
cable network wou e tantamount to o mET R T G v AEE
supplying fixed services.

. : - qeq@ @1 IUGIT #d §Y digEdr ERT 9aH

% So, in case the above two-way communication 2 ot Bt g T o
services are to be provided by CSPs utilising T QHEAT aTEE |
their network, they would also have to obtain gTeT FT & 37 @ T ST ghifdaa
an FSP licence and be bound by the licence T B I%I'ET Q’-T;‘Q?T'ﬁ @ AZHT gt @ areg
conditionsof the FSPs, to ensurealevel playing gtar &t
field. . . o

ec _ o 2. AR T GEEAR Al 1 &ad drzds & 98d

2 Successive National Telecom Policies have N . AR . SRy
emphasised the importance of cable broadband. The RANUNE | L ;‘I'!l TR

latest "National Digital Communications Policy (Rt 2018 T @ @FT & f3forea AefFTHTT
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(NDCP) 2018 seeks to unlock the transformative
power of digital communications networks to
achieve the goal of digital empowerment and well-
being of the people of India. There is a need to
hastenthe implementation of NDCP 2018.

It laid down seven aims by 2022-

7

%+ Supply Universal broadband connectivity at 50
Mbpsto every citizen

Supply 1 Gbps connectivity to all Gram
Panchayats of India by 2020 and 10 Gbps by
2022

< Enable100M bpsbroadband on demandtoall key
development institutions, including all
educational institutions

+ Enablefixed-line broadband accessto 50% of
households

«» Achieve 'unique mobile subscriber density of
55 by 2020 and 65 by 2022.

< Enabledeployment of public Wi-Fi Hotspots;
to reach 5 million by 2020 and 10 million by
2022.

«» Ensure connectivity to all uncovered areas.

KD

o

The Department of Telecommunications made a
seriesof referencesto TRAI under Section 11 (1) (a)
of the TRAI Act. Based on these references and after
acomprehensive consultation process, TRAI issued
a very detailed of recommendations titled
Recommendations on Roadmap to Promote
Broadband Connectivity and Enhanced Broadband
Speed on 31 August 2021, saying that

Reliable and affordable high-speed broadband
connectivity are essential to achieve the goal of
digital empower ment and i mproved well-being of the
people of India. The Authority has come out with
these recommendations to outline a set of policy
initiatives needed to boost the penetration of high-
speed broadband across the country.A fragmented
approach and implementation ofselected policy
measures in siloswill not yield the desired outcome.
Hence, it isexpected that these recommendationswill
be accepted by DoT in their entirety to have an
overall positive impact on the country's broadband
|andscape.

This set of Broadband Recommendations has a
plethora of rarely available data regardingcurrent

3T HAET & @eT B UG BT B [q Bfogea qar
Fdl & | QTSI 2018 % A< § AT o B
HFGTHAT & |

. 309 2022 9% T @ed MuiRa e s

< UIE ARG & 50 THEE T Ieadd Seas
@Al @1 amgfd

< 2020 A% AT & T9T TH GAEAT BN 1 SE9TH
FAfeeferdl 317 2022 T% 10 Shedieg @1
AT |
@ AR W 100 TIGNIQE 91243 JeM HY

» 50% T 7 fhats g disds wEq qaw
@ |

< 2020 T& 55 AT 2022 dF 65 O A&
NAEA TED o9 9T B |

< GG dREE sew™ie dl dAl Je &Y,
2020 % 5 AfET 77 2022 & 10 faferms
% U89 & [T |

< A T & aFl 4 que ghidd @ |

¢

4. TEAR w7 7 afutaw @1 amon (1) ()

% Ted 213 & HHl &l Uk Fael a1l |39 Je4i &
W 97 Uk A%k TEI Uhal & ag 28 1 31
fErar 2021 ®1 greds FARRRE T TRIE
gigds iz & Sgren 34 & fog OsAq o7
PRI o 7 a8 forga FIeRsr ST &, R
el T 2 T

IT & @I % (A2 FafasTor ST JEaT BT
TeT B 9T HTH B i f[Agag 3T T &g i
grzdz @Al smasa® & | qife@Tor 29 R
% AT 39 97 &TF A qIe9E B Ugd @I qerdr &
# forg smasa® HfaTd vedl & UH 42 B HEET
T & % o1 A AT & | % 3f=d gfeei 3T
Al § FIHIT AT IR & AT T e
qRuIrT FE [ | 33ferT 97 3RiE @ A & fE @
% grsdz uigsd U7 T4 FHRTA% THT S @& g
57 FrerRar & grear [F9rT 2rT gi @7E 7 e
faar T |

5. gisds SPUESH & 37 H2 § MM dizas de AR
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SNAPSHOT OF

broadband penetration and potential. Salient data is
given below:

«» Asof December 2020, there are approximately
747 million broadband subscribersin the country.
There has been a 33% Compounded Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) between 2016 and 2020.

INDIA'S BROADBAND

LANDSCAPE:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Asper NokiaMBIT 2021 report, the overall average
data usage per month registered a CAGR of 76%
from 2015 to 2020, reaching 13.5 GB in December
2020. This could happen due to the continued up-
gradation of mobile networks to 4G, which eased
increased online education, remote working for
professionals and higher OTT viewership.

There were 724.46 million mobile broadband
subscribers at the end of December 2020, which is
around 97% of total broadband connections.

More than 96% of these mobile broadband
subscribershad 4G connectivity. Asper NokiaMBIT
2021 report, 4G constituted 98.7% of total datatraffic
consumed across the country.

India's digital revolution continues to be propelled
by the rural masses. Rural Indiawill form asizeable
38% of broadband users in 2020. There are 284.64
million broadband users in rural India. Rural data
consumption accounts for around 45% of overall
mobile data usage.

At the end of December 2020, there were 22.94
million fixed broadband connections. In terms of
penetration, it implies that only 9.1 per 100
households have access to fixed broadband.

Also, therewere only 6.89 million FTTH broadband
connections at the end of December 2020, which is
only about 30% of the total fixed broadband
connections in the country.

Despite the rapid spread of broadband and the
increasing agreement on the opportunitiesit brings,
nearly 45% of I ndia's population still doesnot have
broadband access.

Asfar asspeed isconcerned, as per Ookla speed test
global index M ar ch 2021 report, Indiaisexperiencing
download speeds of 12.15 M bpsin mobile broadband
and around 56.1 M bpsin case of fixed broadband.

As per this global index, Indiaranked 131st among

g & HAY § g9 BY H IUAH 32T dl A

%19 221 9 e o @

< fEET 2020 & 391 § @9 747 PifeEE
g=ds TEd & 12016 A7 2020 & 91 33%
qHgig ams e  (feshar) @ 2 |

ARd & gisds URg & =ggires

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

iX.

i THEBTES 2021 @ fU & AR 9fd WE
& A7 AGd 32T B ST T 2015 T 2020 TH
76% %1 HITHAR o1 fohar, o1 SHa7 2020 H 13.5
AT I g TN | TR HAEA edd & 490 A (AT
HUZE & IV 2 Ahdl & T 39H S 85 & ST
TS fore § ghs, U9 & foe g dE A I
SAEIET 9T T =T @l 3T a7 |

fgaT 2020 & T H 724.46 TAferaa AaEd
gieds Wed I, S HA a4 HAFIH F AT
97% % |

7 7 96% T eI WaEd d12ds MeEdhi & IT &S
Ffeelerdl of | ifpar wweisngdr 2021 @1 fidie
% AFAT &ST 9T § U o6 T g 32 % @
98.7% % |

ard @i f$Rvew @ifar Trior SEar geT Henfera @1 o
T8 712020 # THEOT 97T § 38% arzdz IUANTSHAT
AT | IO 9§ 284.64 M digds SUATTRAT
ZITMI 22T TUA FA AR 22 SUANT H1 T
55% T |

et 2020 & =i ¥ 22.94 Rifea fre dieds
HIHE | 9gT & daH ¥, gHer ar9d & f& gfy
100 T § Bae 9.1 % 9T fbas gisds @
g 2/

1T 21 fREaY 2020 & 3T § @A 6.89 Mferws
TR §isss Fde™ 9, o 397 § Fo o=
IS HiFIH @ @1 30% T |

729 & ool F TAT X 39 E17 @ ST ard T
T Agd T & ATESE, I @l AT 45 Yo SET
& U T o a2 @ Ugd e B |

g9 A 2021 # FUE & AN WA H@EA
=93 ¥ 12.15 TENTE A7 ez deds & Jhd
§ @ 56.1 TENITE 0 SeAds AiE & AHd
T

afvas qadiH & ATAT NG A@Ed AT WE &
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6.1.

6.2.

140 nations regarding mobile broadband speed and
66th among 177 countriesinfixed broadband.

SUMMARY OF TRAI AUGUST 31,2020
RECOMMENDATIONS:

Definition of Broadband

Broadband is a data connection that can support
interactive services, including Internet access and has
the capability of the smallest (lowest) download speed
of 2 Mbpsto anindividual subscriber from the point
of presence (POP) of the service provider intending
to supply Broadband service. [Para 2.29].

Broadband Proliferation

To encourage Cable Operators, registered under
CableTelevision Networ ks (Regulation) Act, 1995,
to supply broadband services, issues relating to
computation of Adjusted GrossRevenue (AGR) for
Cable Operators need to be addressed on priority. To
address this issue, the Authority has already given
its recommendations to the Government dated 6
January 2015, on "Definition of RevenueBase (AGR)
for the Reckoning of Licence Fee and Spectrum
UsageCharges' . [Para 3.39]

< The Authority reiterates its earlier
recommendation issued in the context of
"Proliferation of Broadband thr ough public Wi-
Fi networks' dated 9 March 2017, that similar to
the Access Ser vice authorisation, passive aswell
asactiveinfrastructure sharing should be allowed
under the I nter net Service Licenceand Internet
Service authorisation under the Unified License
(U.L.)andU.L.(VNO) licenses. [Para3.47]

Broadband Speed Enhancement

To ensure efficient utilisation of available spectrum
and support mobile broadband speed enhancement,
the entire spectrum distributed for International
M obile Telecommunications (IM T) purposes should
be regularly assigned as per the established
procedures. For this purpose, an annual calendar to
offer the available IMT spectrum for assignment to
service providers should be published in advance.
[Para4.23].

To enhance the mobile broadband speed in rural and
remote areas, using Bhar at Net network, optical fibre
connectivity with Service Level Agreements (SLA)
should be made available to service providers for

T § 140 9T § 181 9 3 = dizds & 9Wd §
177 3977 § 66 9 M W ¥ |

6. 31 3T 2021 & 215 &I FABIRN & HWT |
6.1 gisdT HI qRwTeT

122 U 32 BN & Sl 3272 T Afed 32 ded
AT F TWLT HY Aol & AR A9 JG1 Bl YT
FH & IH qA1 YETdl @ Sundfd () ¥ s
ATFTTT Tedh H 2THEGTE & Fa9 Bl ()
IS T I emar T 2 | (R 2.29)

da@ et deas (fafwee) sftifaw 1995
& T&d Ueligd dhad I &l ar2ae JaTat @ g
% foTg greted & & foe daw sirvedl & fog
RN Fbe ot (TSR ) o1 TorT # e
Tal &1 AW T AT H H AGTHT © |37
T2 @ B0 & & oY TS 7 R & 6 el
2015 % WHR B AZET I A WA ST
I @ AT & 6T T SER - (TSHeR)
qReTT W oA RreRe & ¥ 1 (¥ 3.39)
< JIERTT T 9 A 2017 @ IESND AE-HTE
qead & MM F 29T & TN & Aed ¥ S
Ao foselt e &1 creven i ued g
TIEHT0T & FAH, Wit A A1 &1 Afhd 3w
T & AEHI I §eAAC HAT @EEd AT
geTe Ha il % e Thidgd wigay (30W)
@7 qua (dfaEsh) & ded agafa & A
aifen | (¥ 3.47)

6.2 gisdT & YOX

6.3 dicds @E g™l

& TUAeH WFA & B IUANT I AT B AT
ﬁaﬁaa@%aﬁﬁﬁqﬁg’wwmaﬁ%?m
AT AaEw qrHAR (SRS ) gl
% fou foaRa q¥ @y @1 z=fuq ufeansti &
AT PR =9 F o1 S AR (39 359 & g
T QT Bl IAETHE & (o0 U ST
A BT YIRS B & fold U diids deiz? M
w0 ¥ g feer S At | @ 4.23)

ARA A Hea® & ITNT B gY A AT
TEA & o1 | AAEd a2 @l T 9gM & forg
AT YRTATH 1 AT W W Al (qEee) &

7
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fiberisation of the cellular networks backhaul
connectivity. [Par a 4.26]

Right of Way (RowW)

As RoW permissions are required by all types of
utility service providers, i.e., telegraph, electricity,
water, gas, from proper authorities for
establishment and maintenance of underground
and overground utility infrastructure and presently
such permissions are regulated under different
Laws, Rules and Regulations, it leads to the cost-
inefficient and delayed establishment of utility
infrastructure. [Para 5.49].

To overcome all these inefficiencies, the Central
Government should come out first with the National
RoW Policy. After, it should also enact amodel law
for RoW per missionswhich should be adopted by
all proper authorities. For this purpose, in
coordination with the State Governments, the
Central Government should consider the
Constitution of a National Row Council so that
the policy and legal framework for RoW permissions
could be put in placein atime-bound manner. [Para
5.49].

Till thetimethe National RoW Policy isnotified, the
Governing Council for Broadband, already setup
under the National Broadband Mission (NBM),
should lay down directive principles for granting
RoW permissions to all the Centra Government
Ministries/ Departments so that the NDCP-2018 aim
of efficient establishment of infrastructure is
achieved. [Para5.49]

National RoW Portal

Sub-rule(2) of Rule4 of thelndian Telegraph Right
of Way Rules, 2016 should be amended to include a
second provision as:

"Provided further that the Central Government shall
establish a single web-based national portal with
role-based wor kflow for RoW permissions.”

To streamline Right of Way (RoW) permission
processes and ease establishing a single-window
electronic process (online) for ROW permission
applications, the Central Government should develop
aweb-based national portal with role-based workflow.
It should have clear rolesdefined for the Central, State,
and Local Body authorities. This portal should be
devel oped within one year.

Y FAEhA BEa? HAdae] U HE A
qIfeq dqlMh A A2adh JHerd e &
FEETEAYN & (o] SUed &7 < 71ds | (3T 4.26)

6.4 TgE 3% 9 (A3NT=])

*

A vvEE & forg cRa sfemfE & 39 uer &
ENT ARIAISE] SFACHET & AGAHD &1l & AT ad
q H UAT AT &R Er, W AT A &
ed [afafid 2 2, 98 ST giamel g &l @
e AT famfad wm @ A A E | @ 5.40)
U ARSNSS, A @1 a1fey | 398 a18, 34
ARSE, AR @ fQ ©F Atsd HET A
AT |37 L9 & [l T8 ThMT & A1 94T § &g
WHT B UH TS RS R & Tod T faaw
1 AT Alfh FaTE qid J AV A &
fore Sifer S @ g TEw feEn S e | (R 5.40)
g 7% TH gieds fyE (TEE) & ded ded
7 A 91543 & (oY AT HER &l &8 THT
% AT FEATel /T T SIRSSE] A &7 & forg
s Rrgia Feifa & @y @i -
2018 & @ed FFEEI G &l HIA T BIHA @l
21U 5.19)

6.5 UK AR dIed

*

AR ARG @R Fram 2016 & Fraw 4 &
Su-FEm (2) # Holem far S @i, A 3
T UL e BT ST Febs

I % B WHT ARIIEE] AT F g ygfaeEr
STENRT a@TFar @ T U dd ERa T g
=T & |

g 3% I (STRairssy) orwf ufcransti @1 geratea
FH AT ARSNSE AIAM e & oy R
e seagie fean (SifAwmg) @ w=rem &
A T & [T & TN Bl YT AT el
& MY Uh dd ST T Wed faoiad &
AR |37 HaE, T AT =EE = qfeewon &
foTe wqee iRl &9 a1feT |39 e @ 0% 99 &
fr fepfa fopan s anfew |
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€ To ease cross-sector collaboration for RowW

permissions with other utility providers like water,
electricity, gas, and co-deployment of telegraph lines
with other utility infrastructure creation, at alater date,
it should be possible to expand the scope of the
proposed national portal to grant ROW permissions
to other utility providers also.

Wherever Appropriate Authorities, i.e., different
Central Government Departments, States, Union
Territories, Local Authorities, and their agencies,
have already established the web-based portals for
grant of ROW permissions. The same should be
integrated with the proposed national portal for RoW
permissions.

The proposed national portal for RoW permissions
should have a facility to givethe application in the
prescribed format with a dashboard to supply real-
time status updates.|t should have aprovisionto make
online payments of fees and charges.

It should have the facility to issue electronically
signed RoW permission, communicate reasons for
rejection, if any, to the applicant as per the Indian
Telegraph Right of Way Rules, 2016, in advance so
that the applicant can give its contentions before
rejection of the application.

It should issuea considered permission letter if the
proper Authority does not grant or reject the
application as specified timelines in the Indian
Telegraph Right of Way Rules, 2016.

The proposed national portal for RoW permissions
should also havethefacility to raise adispute between
a licensee and the proper Authority for referring to
the dispute resolution officer appointed by the Central
Government. [Par a 5.59]

L aying of Common Ducts

The Central Government should incentivise the
establishment of common ducts and posts to be
shared on a non-discriminatory basis with service
providers and infrastructure providers for setting up
telegraph and telegraph lines. [Par a 5.86]

For planning and development of common ducts and
postsinfrastructure acrossthe country, acentral entity,
namely ‘Common Ducts and Posts Development
Agency (CDPDA)', on anon-exclusive basis, should
be established by the Central Government. [Para
5.100]

2151 o | A 2 B et o e 1 s | E R KA G e R
% AG SAMTEH AT Bl T& Al o 37 SHAIRTT
TR & AT AR A & g B Hae?
TEATT & HE a9 & [0 a8 &l dirg § 37
% o1 Fraiferd T2 Ued & a1 &l [ il J9d
2MT ey |

&1 Fel T SUgAT e, AT 8 AN & [
ferqri, T, e A UST, T U 3T
% foTT g STenfia qree z2nfud 7 fora % |39 smsieay
FAEl & 0 wAfad TS ued & qE Ui
fopa ST anfeu |

HEINZE AT & o0 JETfed T 9ed | are
T %1 Rl 3792 Fl AN & forg S9arE & ar fref
R 9T § SAEA 3 @ I B AR |3
AT Ik & AF AT YA & B TG B
ey |

T TRl BY H EEAENd AHEE] A A
7, ARAE NG T3S 36 J W, 2016 @
FAN AdeH Bl TG & HEON, AT DS 2, B
T B T 9B 3T Sl & A |

g fad s AR SHT% U3 Si% o
T, 2016 #§ Mide Twgdm & AT e @
Higd A FEHE Tel w1 & a 34 Tk e
SART 93 AT & ey |

IS A & forg Wit T ude § &g
@ oI AEHTENT 37 3ed Tieei & aig [€de 3o
@ A1 gigen A @itz | (T 5.59)

M SFE @l [IBMT

&% TTHT BT ZAMTE AT SAMTE ATl 29T &
[oTQ T YeTdisi A7 game! g Yerrs & J1e W
YEWEYUT LW T AE 6T A T AW 29 31
P %l FTOAT 1 Greted foham T =ty | (3R 5.86)
TAT | B ST AN G2 SRIZET @l AT 3T
foehm & 1T, &g T BT U Wi 3am 97
I Saey US Uiy Sawie Tadl (§EE)
TS T Had IS Bl T &l A Ay | (@R s,
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45

SATELLITE & CABLETV

OCTOBER 2021



MEDIA BEAT

6.7 Cross-sector infrastructur edevelopment 6.7 HIE-JF FHEGFA STATHL
@ As per the design and standards to be finaised by | @ Wﬂﬁﬁh‘m % R g & =T & forg éﬁ'{ﬁ
TEC for establishing common ductsinfrastructure, a AT oifem =9 A Ry A O 9T AF AW &
policy should be formulated that mandates co- AT TH T T@W @ T AR S AEee 99
dfepl oymeg(tj of comr_r;on ducts durirrg (t;_e construction T 7 7 AT BT o T2, Yo, O #T URaeET
of any roadway, rallway, water pipeiines, etc., gas AR T TRIAE & (T % AN oM A &
pipelinesreceiving public funding. Co-deployment of 2 N S
such common ducts could be managed by CDPDA. HE T AT B 'Qﬁ ¢ A 7 e Al
[Para5.119] A WS g yatad @ o @ € | @
@ Establishing common ductsfor optical fibrecables 5;119) 5
should beanintegral part of Smart City development | @ HAIREH® IR daA & VQ HIAA sdH 5
plans. [Para5.121] AT @ R faem e @ us At o
6.8 InfrastructureSharing & afen | (¥ 5.121)
€ The Authority's earlier recom_mendations on | 6.8 SHIEFX IR
Miarch 2020, should be deciced by the Dor, ang | & 18 T 2020 1 ‘sid-defiam & art ¥ of
o emeriad oliogt. The alobal toend 1S to mow . f7on 1 g e e gz ez o
implemented earliest. The global trend is to move - %
towardsinfrastructure sharing, and thismatter needs ERIS E'. e A A U'”_'" e | A =2
to be completed within the next 3 months. [Para5.148]. gﬁtn?r g & e @ 3T ggr B A I
@ To ease the sharing of passive infrastructure such as AT BN ST 3 FEH e O &l e € | @
ducts, optical fibres, posts. The Authority 5.148)
recommends that: & =3, AUREd e, dre i Rk gFEEr e &
% To ensure common standards for mapping ATFH ] A T o 00T TR0 SIHI Bl &
availablel passive infrastructure using the < HArMfve gaa g (Eeg) @ gus
Geographrclnformanon System (GIS),T_eIecom F 20 T fafea gﬁmﬁr o & AHRET &
Engineering Centre (TEC) should notify the . e N .
. [eTT A= qMel &1 ffvad & & Y gEER
standards for this purpose. SHRERT &7 (B 4 ST & R
«» Thepassiveinfrastructure availableinthe country g S s ( ) SR @
should be mapped by each service provider and . . E aiﬂjﬁ Wr\a %Sl .
infrastructure provider using the GIS % 39 H U HIthT el ¢rd @1 9% T
standardised by TEC. YETAT 3 GFETET SiaT YaTdT E1T S8l E1T A
% After mapping the passiveinfrastructure details SNSETH H1 UM Hd 4T [Bal AT AU |
by individual service providers and & T3 HaT YT A JEAET grar GErne
infrastrug(tjure r;]roviders, th&ngeh'Shr?ng tl)g mﬁf@ﬁ&rgﬁaﬁ Tid & faavor & 39 & & are
aggregated on the common , which shou AT AR T U A A ARy
be kept by the Central Government or the 3@(\ . ot ) ’
L T &g AT A1 MAMa E11 771 ST d1ey | A1
Regulator. The passive infrastructure of N N N .
individual service providers and infrastructure LA 33—{ aﬁqﬁ fefty T e 7 Tae El
providers available for sharing and selling AT R FrEn GeTarE & Fitha g g @
should be clearly delineated on this system. 29 YUl W e w9 F [T fear Jm aneu |
* To'egseleasing and trading of passiveinfrastructgre & g gRamd g & g2 A = @1 ywiEr & 3
e o S | 1 1 & 5 o 51 523 P
place should be able to access the details of the N W = me g
passiveinfrastructure of individual service providers Eq.ai JUREIEL R 3 AT B & fere o
and infrastructure providers, which is delineated for Uga H AeW &M 91T, O qme SHIAETH THBH
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sharing and selling on the common GI S platform.
[Para5.153]

Incentivesfor Proliferation of Fixed LineBroadband
[For CableOperatorsg]

€ To increase the supply of fixed-line broadband
services in rural and remote areas, Cable
Operators, who are keen to deliver broadband
services, should be encouraged to set upa last-
mile linkage network.

€ For this purpose, the Government should impart
necessary skills to such Cable Operators and
supply soft loansto them on easier termsfor setting
up last-mile connectivity networks in rural and
remote areas. As per the extant licensing
framework, these Cable Operators could work as
franchiseesof any | SP, including BBNL, to supply
broadband services.

€ Toincentivisethefirstinvestment in thelast-mile
linkage network and support broadband business
operationsinitially, in the considered view of the
Authority, the Government should notify an
interest subvention scheme for Cable Operators
registered as Micro and Small size enterprises.

€ Initially, the proposed incentive, i.e., license fee
exemption, to the eligible licensees should be
allowed for thesmallest period of five years. The
need for incentives beyond thefirst five years may
be reviewed in the fifth year keeping in view the
policy priorities and technological developments
at that point in time. [Para 6.83].

6.9.

NOTE 1.

By aPress Notedated 15.09.2021, the Depar tment
of Telecommunications has given major concessionsto the
Telecom Sector.Thisisno doubt due to the Vodafone Idea
debt default issues. But the new AGR relaxations will help
the entire Sector and Cable |SPs.

Key relaxations are;

€ The definition of AGR has been rationalised by
excluding non-telecom revenue of TSPs, on a
prospectivebasis.

€ A moratorium or deferment has been given up to four
(4) years beginning on 1 October 2021, in annual
payments of dues under S.C.'s judgement; provided,
however, the Net Present Value ("NPV") of the
amounts due still being the same.

W AT B AN T4 % forg R e ® (@

5.153)

fpges wg gisds & gaw & foq gicames

(@am sied @ fg)

& T SR U & §31 A feae wigT gisde
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aIfEg |

& 3T 9T P M0 TBHR B UG BT SRS Bl
HTH BITA 95 AT qNMRY 3K 3% Trir
3T gEST % @71 7 ofow Hia Al
degs w@ifia & & forg smar sl 9 aiee
@I @ HAYd H ARG | FISTET AFERIT §TF
# AR d HI IR gisds daran
amyfef & forg didfiage afka fedt «ft sngoadt
@ Bl & &9 & & #C qHd B

& @ AEA foideT deas | ggd AT B Grewted
# R g6 7 Jisds FaaE garad &1 ard
7 & & forg gt & Rem § T@r @ g5
3T @g PR & FEH B @Y § GoAlgd HIA
AR & 79 g a7 qEa 97 ST Bl
sfrgfaa &w=r afeq |

® URY ¥ g @zdagial & gEilea gidne,
gt @EEd ok A g2, 9d aiT @ g94 8t
gafy & forg & ST @Ry | Hiferra grefisarsi
3 39 g99 & awiel @ st @ § @
§Q e 9 quf & §I5 gieareT & asdsar
@ wHEm qrad a5 § st T FHA &/ (W 6.83)
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€ Payments for spectrum bought in past auctions
(excluding the auction of 2021) has also been allowed
to be deferred for up to four (4) years with NPV
protected at the interest rate stipulated in the
respective auctions.

€ TSPsavailing of themoratorium will have to pay
the Marginal Cost of Funds based on Lending
Rate + 2% interest (instead of 4% ). Theinterest
will be compounded annually (instead of
monthly). No penalty or interest on penalty will
be payable.

¢ Attheend of themoratorium period, the Government
will supplyachoiceto TSPsto pay theinterest amount
arising out of the deferment of payment by way of
equity and at the choice of the Government to convert
their entire duesinto equity.

NOTE2

By amendmentsto Unified L icence terms dated 23
September 2021 and 25 September 2021, the Department
of Telecom has allowed the sharing of active/passive
infrastructure and authorised hub operated by the satellite
provider with the satellite bandwidth seeker. This is a
significant relaxation given to the Telecom Sector.

COMMENT

The Lockdown, which is ending slowly, has
changed traditional T.V. viewing habits. The current
number of OTT subscribers is estimated tobe between
300 million and 350 million. Thisisexpected to increase
over the next few years to between 700 million and 800
million. According to the MX CEO, this surge will lead
to huge innovation in content — in formats, genres, and
audience segments. It will also mean a much higher
consumption of broadband data.

The Nokia MBIT 2021 Report for India
estimates only 22 million fixed-line broadband
subscribers in India. With over 100 million cable-
connected homes, the growth potential istremendous.
FBB revenues as per Nokia will increase at a CAGR
of 8.6% during 2020-2025, mainly driven by the
adoption of higher value broadband plans,
digitalisation and inflated OTT usage, e-learning,
and virtual working.

Amid COVID-19, digital services such as
e-commerce, online education and entertainment, and
e-payments saw a sizeable increase in consumption
across the nation. There has been a 30% increase in

& el SatiEl (2021 #1 AT B BEE) § 50 W™
WA & M & |1 Harad At § it ==
T O QAT AT & Ag 9) (&) 99 d® & forg
I &3 &1 AR & TR |
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e 2
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time spent on education apps and a 265% increase in
April 2020 OTT traffic since February 2020.

Nokia forecasts that the most attractive
applications expected to skyrocket data usage include
video surveillance, video capture and detection
applications, immersive applications experience (AR/
VR), smart home, factory, and public safety.

As of 31.03.2021, as per TRAI annual report
dated 15.09.2021, there were 907 approved private
satellite channels. As of July 31,2021, the latest TRAI
data shows that the total number of active DTH
subscribers declined to 69.98 million at the end of
March 2021 from 70.99 million at the end of
December 2020. Thisisin addition to the subscribers
of D.D. Free Dish (DTH service of Doordarshan).

As per the Media Partners Asia report released
on September 16, 2021, Pay-TV subscription revenueis
expected to reach $7.6 billion by 2026 over $6.4 billion
in 2021, in its latest report on India's online video
market, highlights “ the increasing market share of
Direct-to-home (DTH) even as cable T.V.still is in
structural decline. Thereare 127 million pay subscribers,
with DTH gaining ground from 2019, reaching 47 per
cent, with cable further declining to 53%.”

The obvious answer to arrest decline | for the
Cable Industry is to supply and adopt broadband to
the majority of the 100 million cable homes. This
would enable the Cable Industry to survive the
onslaught of internet content for the next five
years.

A key concern has been the AGR concerns and
infrastructure sharing concerns which should
dissipate after AGR amendments announced by the
Governmenton 15 September and sharing of active
and passive infrastructure notifications of 23
September 2021 and September 25,2021 issued by
DOT.

D. MEDIA BRIEF - (MONITORING
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN
THE MEDIA WORLD WITH
LONG TERM IMPACT)

1. INDIA TODAY BECOMES BUSINESS-
LIKE

There has been a flurry of appointments of
business journalists in the past three monthsin the India

30% @ TG §F ST YT 2020 F ST e H
265% @l 35 g3 &1

FifBaT 7 gfarerarit a1 2 fa 22T SUEFrT 4 ghs & g
3T 2@ Qfeaa s s90fa Oty s/gwa (T3 /drem)
HIE &M, Bl AT AdAE e T & |

31.03.2021 % 213 @I @iftfe 9l famms
15.09.2021 & STAT 907 AT (A< #aze o+
¢ |31 A5 2021 T% 213 & TAHTT HBS[ ¥ YT TAdl &
f& a1 2021 % T 7 AHT SEICT TEH B FA FEIT
ge%? 69.98 fuferaT 1@ T, A AT 2020 % HT H
70.99 fafora off |7 SI=T & BT 297 (g7e9i7 @1 Zdiga
#91) TEFH & AR & |

16 [Ada7 2021 & AT 2T G274 lerEr @ fae
& JAT A & SR dlsar i 97 Sl TEATE
frare § g-2idr qerdi JF 2026 d% 7.6 [AferT ST
7% Uga @ 3R &, AT 2021 ¥ 6.4 fAferaT a7 7 s
2 137 Siae-2-ar (31eaa) @ agdr T REERT 97
19T STl T4 &, el &1 Bad 24T 341 4 AraTad FRiEae
¥ 2| 127 fifea g 2rdt mew & 37 2019 7 0T agT 47
53% & T Z |

%A 2Tl TEFT & FRTEE @1 T & T 37 100
fAfererT &7T & & eI BT qrEdE @ AT BT T 3
I 2 | TE Fa FET B ST 91 97 qd 32742 A
% B9 4 a4 4 qE9 qEr |
gear @I foar 781 &, Jr 15 fdar &l e B gid
TSI e 377 ST32T BT AT 23 fiaar 2021 37 25
FrdaT 2021 &1 AT 7 FHfET ST AEga s &
AT & & qT FAST BT 1T |

St. Hifsan G- (St gwa & a1
e T A T @ gSAHAl DI
IRRKETD

1. 3fsn g2 a9 T feme S
gfear 28 QU H fusel aF wem § fosrm st @

Frfeal @0 S0 @ T E, A 2021 § TR QroAerar
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Today Group. InJune 2021, the very well-known business
whizkid of erstwhile CNBC, Mr Udayan Mukherjee, joined
the Group as Global Business Editor. In September 2021,
it appointed Mr Sourav Majumdar, ex-editor of Fortune
India aseditor of the Business Today magazine and former
Bloomberg TV Editor Mr Siddhartha Zarabi, as the
Managing Director of Business Today T.V.

TheVice-Chairman of thel ndia Today Group stated
that the business arena goes through an irreversible
change every once in a while; amid this disruptive flutter,
the real journalists and real ideas reshape the World. We
are happy to be on the leading edge of this
transformational journey with the most credible
journalists, an enviable legacy and a truly Omni platform
multimedia Business Today Experience.”

The English Business Channel scene is down to
CNBC (T.V. 18/Ambani) and E.T. Now (Bennett Coleman/
Jain) groups. Bloomber g never got off the ground and
still awaits formal entry (maybe with the Adani group).
CNBC leadsE.T. Now, but both are more trader oriented.

With abooming economy fuelled by foreign funding
and bold economic policiesof the Central Government, there
isabright futurefor Business Channels. However, thiswriter
finds HindiBusiness Channels arepeppier and somewhat
morecredible.

L et us see whether India Today does launch afull-
timeBusiness Today Channel.

2. TIMES OF INDIA GOES HINDI

OnAugust 1, 2021, the TimesNow Group launched
itsHindi News Channel titled Times Now Navbhar at, the
TimesNow Group claimeditsslogan Ab Badlega Bharat,
Banega Navbharat, the Channel would be championing
action-oriented journalismdriven by decisive and credible
content.

Engaging in pure hyperbole, the Times Networ k
claimed that the Channel is looking at providing
innovative content in an inter active way and would engage
in-depth analysis based on solution-oriented discussions.

The Channel isheaded by the combative MsNavika
Kumar and will have seven primetime shows with other
leading anchors. Inweeks, the Times Networ k claimed that
its advertiser base had grown from 10 to 30 brands within
August 2021.

These are early days yet. But in less than two
months, Times Now Network has announced the launch
of itsHindi Business Channel titled E.T. Now Swadesh. It
will be headed by veteran business anchor Mr Nikunj

% w9 § AYz § onfre 5U | Rydew 2021 § A wiegd
A & @ FUEH o1 4G e A AOME 78 R
F HUEE AT AT a9t & d G9eH o1 FrErd S
F! foomE 28 &t @1 gy Teus e e

A 25 U & IU-ULN T FE & A9 B 4T A
&7 a7 U@ SqRada GRad & &, 59 [Aaeasrt ma T &
&g e [T AT & 741 B9 &l & |89 794 [avaHia
TSI, U & [T 377 ad 4 ST WehiH qoeri=ar
s 228 srgva & A1 37 aRadErT aET & S
AT &l

shmer fasmm aae &1 gou Haaedr (Sef
18 /3(arT) 37 3 A8 (39T BIEHT /AT) TR &
A 2 | a1 HeW 97 3T &1 ARl AR S 9T A
T Bl GfTET BT T & (qEE HEH g & A1) |
A, 8 A8 T AW o, Wik 3 g e AT
3T |

faelt Wiz Ain &g Taer & At atde At &
FIOT GAd A FATT & A [T I @ g
Iootae Wi % | 2ifh 39 @Fadh @l T & foh fedl faee
I e m@fee A gu e Hvaa 2

T ® o iR @@ wiwfos e @ I
@rg 7 & b T |

2. R & ot T easw Sw s

1 3T 2021 &I E A8 0 1 EH A8
TIARA Y% A AT EE qHEN T @ 6T |

TG JEAT AT AS JT T A AV G qEA
AR, S TqHRA & TAH & A A | g, s
I [T AT 2T AGIerT B Al 397 TAHIRT BT 79
T & |

g FAfeEfed § G 25w Aead & gl © (6
T G 3ehaed alie 7 T4 FFr Ga &7 9 fFEn &7
8T & I T 3T At & ATET 97 T [asera
el

AR BT G RS A T FAT H T AT
TR 3 9T U @ WY A UIgHerEd O B B A,
W s 7 = B fe I 2021 % HidT SHel
TSRS 3M4W 10 F 30 & A& dg 4T |

T g 9Pl fod © | @i &1 weW A 1 & A §
AT A6 ALED 7§ A W_Y AW H AU B
[T o9 @G & &l AU B 8 |3 gd Al
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Damiawho will beits Managing Editor who claimed that
with a unique content offering that is focused on
empowering viewer s with the knowledge that will enable
themto bepart of India"s growth story, ET NOW Swadesh
will sharply differentiate itself from other playersin the
Hindi Business News category.” E.T. Now Swadesh is
being launched on 04.10.2021.

A recent explosionininterest in retail stock market
trading extends to semi-rural and rural India. As per
NSDL data, as of 31.08.2021, Demat account holders
exist in 99.28% of all pin codes in the country. There
are a total of 276 Depository Participants. India
investors opened 14.2 million new Demat accounts in
the period 2020-2021.

These are shrewd marketing moves by India's most
dynamic news organisation and one of the biggest in the
World. Currently, ratings are suspended, but the success
of these channels are assured considering that as per
BARCTYV UniverseEstimates 2020 released in April 2021
stated The number of households owning a T.V. Set
increased to 210 million homes from 197 million in 2018
whiletheHindi Speaking T.V. market grew by 8 per cent in
2020.

3. ADANI ENTERS
BATTLEGROUND

A brief announcement on 19.09.2021 that veteran
Hindi journalist Mr Sanjay Pugalia as CEO and Editor in
Chief of the Adani M edia Group, comesat atimewhen media
consolation has picked up speed in Indiawith the successful
merger of the Disney Star Group and now the projected
Zee-Sony merger.

Thefact that aHindi newspaper has been appointed
CEO indicatesthat the Adani Group will start with aclutch
of news channels. With over 900 licenced private satellite
channels, Adani group can buy out existing channels in
Hindi and Regional languages.

Based on pure speculation, the shares of NDTV hit
upper circuit limits that may be acquired by the Adani
Group. Thiswas denied by the Co-Promoters, Dr Prannoy
Roy and hiswife, Ms RadhikaRoy. The company'snet profit
on a consolidated basis has gone up by 132 % in the past
year.

THE MEDIA

One news source claims that with Mr Sanjay
Pugalia's former employer, The Quint, not able to get
permission for Bloomber g due to unspecified but clearly
political factors, the Group may link upwith BloombergTV.
Thereisno official announcement on this unverified news
item. ®

fasTr Ut &1 Mot ST@mar i, A1 39% g FUEd &
= & fopaT foh U 3TST AR &l UTehel & A1 ST gof
@ B FE & AL JIET aH T Died &, A % g B
o™ @erl &1 B8 a9 § WeW aeraeT, g1 A8 WRd
fedT Tt =3t 2t & 3= Pafeal 3 g8 &l 3Rt & 1§
A 8 WY 1 04.10.2021 & @g a1 A1 T2 % |

eI JAY AN ANE § & i aifern e -
T AR TEI ARG % Sl §37 ¢ | CIOHSINd & Al
% AT 81.08.2021 T < & T4 U7 #1F & 99.28%
i M TAENE AN ¢ |Ha 276 fEUifiedl qreiiued
2 197d & a9 7 2020-2021 T A § 14.2 Wiee
T e = T |

R | R o O B o | G o B | A R R G
2§ 7 Uk & BN ATl AbieT Hed © | a9 § T &l
fetea &7 fean T R, wieh 3 Sl bl AheIdT bl YA
fezm o %, 7% TEd g0 6 oW 2021 § ST SsmEr
3l Fied TRMEH 2020 & STAT &l H2 I A
aianr & e 2018 § 197 Rfe™d 7 gear 210 M
21 T B, A Sl 9T 1T 9T 2020 F 8 Bl e |

3. Wfsar & @ A A=W B gAA

19.09.2021 &1 TH Ferad Ao &l T {3
B war o q9 gufern, SEEr Afear wE & AEen
AT UgH FUEH & B9 H UH A9 AW € 99 BN ®’R
TR & A1 (g & A WA H HSAT ThIHTT i Gfeham |
ST UmE Wl © AT 7T I W T B @
2 |

T 78 ¥ o us a1 avman @ Agsn fga e
T 7, 98 ST © 6 SIS WE FHEE 9 & TR &
T JEAT HIT 1900 H e @=qd I il Feame
Il & WY S WE [Eal AM &EE A § AR
Al T =G A ¢ |

TE AHA & IR T ARl & T 7 S
gfpe @ @1 &1 uw w7 foan, E s @E 2
Affed fohan S FeadT @ | qe-Uddd =f YU I A 39
Totl AT TG T T I A A © | AT M W
FIA & g @ Ud UF A § 132% F91 2 |

U% TAER AT # Sl § (6 4§ g & 94
% F AT @ 00 A U B § AeW T, TR
AT Al @ AL J3 T € |39 AT qHEN AZeH
W PHl5 HAHNS =960 121 & | |
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TEC AS TEST &
CERTIFICATION
AGENCY FOR
CAS & SMS

Designation of the Testing and Certification
Agency for Conditional Access System (CAS) and
Subscriber Management Systems (SMS) under
sub-regulation (1) of regulation 4A of the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
("Authority"), established under sub-section (1) of section
3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of IndiaAct,1997 (24
of 1997) ("TRAI Act"), has been
entrusted to discharge certain functions,
inter-alia, to regulate the
telecommunication services; lay-down
the standards of quality of serviceto be
provided by the service providers
and ensure the quality of service
and conduct the periodical survey
of such service provided by the
service providers so as to protect
interest of the consumers of
telecommunication service;

The Central Government,
inthe Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology
(Department of Telecommuni-cations), videits Notification
No. 39, ---

(@ issued, inexercise of the powers conferred upon it by
proviso to clause(k) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of
the TRAI Act, and

(b) published under notification No. S.O. 44 (E) dated 9th
January,2004 in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part
I1, Section 3- sub-section (i) ---

has notified broadcasting services and cable servicesto be
telecommunication service;

TheAuthority notified anew regulatory framework
for Broadcasting and Cable TV services provided through
addressable systems, encompassing the following:

(@ the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)

TRAI has appointed TEC (under DoT)
astheoverall in charge for Test &
Certification Of CAS & SMS systems
used in Indian CATV Networks.

diqed 9 QHUACH &
folT 2% 9 TN Tl
@ &9 ¥ S¥um

g (AR AT HAT) HAT FSEAFTT
(Tz5am frey) fafiem, 2017 % AT 4T &
SU-fafaT (1) & & w9 QT AT
(H1Tq7) 3T FABEAT FHHe T (TreaeE)
& [1q 9eiET ST AU oAt % B9 4

frgaT faar 21
I GIaT. [FaTes TIere?on (e ), fo7 e
AT e dieeT A, 1997 (1997 # 24 ) (31
AT ) & °rT-3 1 U-aT (1) & T8d =i fear T
7, @ THAW A @1 fAEed & &
1T 371 Tl & A-A1 F® Bl & e
& FHI & [T AT T 8 HAT TeTns
BN Y &l A arell Hal &l ol &
qe @1 FEifd w1 A Har &l
e A w3 Ha
AT @l e GG B AT
AT TGT T STaree Jdeor e,
s THAT a1 & SUHENS &
[l ar 7 &1 e |
FAW AN JA FEte G (TEAr ) § @ e
T ST SAEAT AT 39 & ded -
(T) <, 2718 sifafem & arT 2 & 3u-ar (1) & =2
(@) & TEe™ EW yed gfeEl & 98 &7 g,
A
(&) 9T @ TSI, SR, 4N 2, T3 3-39-1% (2) §
HARPTE WA T3 44 (3) w9 FAT 2004 &
ESIEEDIFE
T AR AT AR dad HEnsd & AN HAOl & =9 §
eyt e & |
QeI 7 UgHad Fed & 91 3 98 &l A arl
TR AT Fad 2l HEH & [0 U T4 Fams g
sAfergfe T, form Fafefaa o 2
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Services (Eighth)(Addressable Systems) Tariff Order,
2017 dated 3rd March, 2017;

(b) the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017 dated 3rdMarch, 2017 (hereinafter
referred as I nterconnection Regulations, 2017); and

(¢) the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Standards of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017 dated 3rd March, 2017,

The Authority has notified The Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems) (Third Amendment) Regulations,
2021 on 11th June, 2021 and incorporated new regulation 4A
and Schedule X in the Interconnection Regulations, 2017;

Sub-regulation (1) of the newly inserted regulation
4A provides, inter alia, that every distributor of television
channel shall, from such date and after such testing and
certification, asmay be specified by the Authority by order,
deploy such conditional access system and subscriber
management system which conform to the requirements as
specified in the Schedule I X;

Therefore, the Authority, in exercise
of its power under sub-regulation (1) of
regulation 4A of the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017, hereby designates
Telecommunication Engineering Centre,

Department of Telecommunication, Gover nment of India,
asaTesting and Certification Agency, which shall:-

(@ carry out overall administration, coordination and
execution of testing and certification of Conditional
Access System (CAS) and Subscriber M anagement
System (SM S) as per the requirements pecified in
Schedule X of the Interconnection Regulations 2017,

(b) notify and maintain Test Schedules and Test
Procedures (TSTP) in relation to the requirements
specified under schedule I X;

(c) empanel/ declarethelist of accredited testing labs
that fulfil the requirements for carrying out the
testing as per the defined Test Schedules and Test
Procedures(TSTP);

(d) provide Certification for all products tested and
certified by theaccr edited testing labs; and

() maintain the version and deployment details of
Conditional Access System (CAS) and Subscriber
Management System (SMS) deployed in India. B

(T) FHaw (TR AR &aq ) Far (3redr ) (Teia frem)
2% 3y, 2017 i@ 3 9 2017
(@) THAR (PR A Faq) FAE e (TRHEd
) fafem, 2017 feTid 3 < 2017 (39@% @@
Fov Ay fafem, 2017 % =9 § TWehid ), v
(1) AR (AR 37 Fad ) 4T F e & e A
SO Ara (TaHaa e ) fafem, 2017 A0 3
T 2017
TERT0T 7 11 7 2021 &I g9 AN (WRT X %3 )
AT SR (T3Haa e ) (e Feire ) fafem 2021
F1 A foa 2 A1 SeidhraeH [Afam 2017 § 79 fafam
AT T I X Bl 9 T &
T Afaferd fea T fafaw 4v & su-fafem (1) §
I gl & WA G © {6 Sl 9 B 9w
forces, WY ATRE ¥ S UF wlie A W & 918, ST
qIfereRTor ERT ST 21 it foam ST Jea &, O afzome
U Fed @ iU & AT Ted Yded Yo, S
AP IX T P smavaeae & 3 %,
zZAfere, WIferTor, g7FEr (TR 3T dad ) Hal
sedasH (TzAaq frew) fafem, 2017 &
fafem 4T & u-fafem (1) & d&d oo
et @ IUETT BT EU, TEAR FoTIaT
*%, EAR [I9TT, ARG @R & @
Tdger 3T gAUE T & ®9 § ARG
Al B, S8
() gerapaem fafam 2017 @1 sggdr IX § ffde
ATAIHATAT & FATAT BSIHE Taay feeq
(Yiugg) AR gemwEsR Ao Red (TaoieE)
@ qheur SR GHIVE H T 99T, AT AT
[Foqre & |
(&) T IX & Ted (s savaaars & 59 § wiem
St A aie gfae (SoEdd) @ st
() et odieor gl SfiT ahieer gfeamai
(Bwadidt) & FER 9hE@n FE & 6
FATHAH B QT BT qTell A-TaAT IS e
AT B g B S| & |
(@) AT gTed e YT ER an R
T @ SOEl & T gAE 9em &Y, S
() wrd ¥ =nfid 6 T Fizoma wwE e (Feen)
AN FABEZET e e (THUATT ) & HaT0 3
aRfETT frerr b e | o,
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DD SHUTTING
TERRESTRIAL TV
TRANSMITTERS

DD Analog Terrestrial TV Transmitters (ATT)
being shut is a good move & will ensure further
loss to exchequer is curtailed.

Way forward for DD Analogue Terrestrial
Transmitters (ATT) was deliberated in the 103rd
Management Committee Meeting held on 18th August, 2021
with aview to ensurethat IEBR expenditureiscurtailed and
spectrum liabilitiesarelimited.

Further Ministry of 1&B videletter dt 08.09.2021
{ref (ii)} hasrequested Prasar Bharati to holistically re-
examine the current scenario of Digital Terrestrial
Broadcasting along with -
technological and commercial
feasibility, parallel competing |
technologies including 5G. Also in
DG Audit's letter dated 16.08.2021
forwarded by MolB videits|etter No.
N-37023/9/2021-B(D)  dated
26.08.2021 following is stated:

"... relevant public domain
documents were accessed during
Audit, from TRAI, MIB, BARC,
Committees of MIB etc. to ascertain
optimum and efficient utilisation of
frequencies occupied by DD for
ATT. It was found that ATT method of broadcast of
television content, besides being inherently inefficient,
has become irrelevant in taking the television content to
the public.

..... It issignificant that the Expert Committee on
Prasar Bharati recommended (January 2014) for switching
off analog terrestrial TV broadcasts within ashort period
of timein view of proliferation of alternate technologies
and adoption of DD Direct (DTH) as Doordarshan's
primary mode of transmission. ..."

Thisiswith reference to the Prasar Bharati Sectt.
ID No. T-2/202(6)/2020-Tech.(eFlle) dated 13.09.2021
(Copy enclosed) on the above subject, therein referring
to the 103rd. meeting of Management committee held on
18.08.2021, and conveying the following decisions:-

I. "B4AATTs (list as per Annexure A) in Strategic areas

rex {1502 1o o] B L3 A
@l §€ &Y @ © SIEl

ST gt SfizEa 2 grHier (TErer) @1 as
BB TA B AT & JHA Bl %] AT T |

23T T I ST g (W) & T &
T W7 18 3T 2021 T AT 1039 YGeH AW @l o §
feram—famel e wma, For @8 gfoaa o T i SiEsdrsm
% 9 BT A (T AT AT e Saliar 9T At 21 |

3 AT AT AT TR G | &% 08.09.2021
@ O {ref (i)} EWT WA AWl A dEAiel AR aiges
- TENTITRT & -y f2fioted Siza
THRY & I dRE9T & JHT &9 4 6
THSUAAT EFT 99 9 HEr UA-
37023 /9 /2021-E1 (1) feim
26.08.2021 ZFT TR (AT T4 &8
‘...3fEe & S UTERe AT
ST AEE Bl g1, UHEAEHl,
ST AT, TAATEAT Sl AMfEl e 7
T & T SiE B0 de @ T
WIFE Rl & 3=aq AT FHIAA UM
H AT @ b [0 T AT T
AT | TE 1T T foh It Al &
AT &7 Wl fafer, wmwifad w9 7 31em &M & S,
ZATETT AT T FdT a9 o T § SYTARIS 21 T 2 |

..TE TEEY ¥ f6 v el o fagw afifa q
Iehfeqas AENTIRAT & TA7 37 37e9™ & =9 § 2E] S
(3REITa) & AEH AT GEdN & TART H T diee
M & WeAaT? &H T & A7 TAarT SIRzad 2dl Tae
FT & @ FERa (7999 2014) @ 2|

Jg TWIE AU 9 UAT 9l Aae RS HE 2
2/202(6) /2020-2% (1 ) famian 13.09.2021 (fefefun
A ) & Hed § & T 18.08.2021 & AN g
AT %I 103 d Tok &1 % & AN 3T Fefafad Forn 3
T BT T
1. TMI &1 A TR-HHT, TErd, [Hidwd, 3= 9
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i.e. J&K, Ladakh, Sikkim, A&N Islands and
L akshadweep- Status quo to be maintained.

151 ATTs(list asper Annexure B) (43ATTsin NE
statesand 108 Digital ready ATTs) - Tobeoperated in
single shift with immediate effect, to be closed by
31st March 2022.

109 ATTs (list as per Annexure C) operating in
LWE/Border/Aspirational areastobeoperatedin
single shift with immediate effect and to be closed
by 31st Dec. 2021 allowing some more time for
publicity regarding DD-Freedish.

152 ATTs (list as per Annexure D) in remaining
areasto beclosed by 31st Oct. 2021 and staff re-
deployed immediately as
per HR policy.

CTI isoperating at about 37
ATT locations being closed.
TheseA ITsmay be switched
off however further actions
may be examined on case to

Terrestrial

FreeDish

Door dar shan is shutting itsAnalog
TV Transmitters
(ATTs), and shift viewers to DD

e 9 TR A7 q9ET § 54 4 TR (AU 1%
AT T )- Tt FR AT S |

. 151 QR (e & & FgER gdi) (qEfT

Tt # 43 T X 108 Rfvew W& @ Y)-
T 99 ¥ R fave § genfoa feam smam
AT 31 71 2022 TF 7 H fIm @M

. amudt IUAR /4 /enwis &5 § @rEia 109

W (I9EY @ & FgER g9l) B qae gee
¥ Ushe Ul § Garfed fhar IR ST SiEy

WIsT & TOR & T 8 AR T & g &d
TU 31 REET 2021 7% §T & @ d@mI

. 9w g ¥ 152 O (e & @ IgER gH)

@ 31 AGEIT 2021 TH §8 &
fer smam St sHaiRE &
TAR Aifd & AFER gia e
g d7ma fpam SR

5. &Id 37 TSl e I A0S
FM B TR T T M @ a8

case basis and put up for
decision.

VI. DD ATT Sites which are
privately rented and no AIR
FM exist / planned /
proposed are to be vacated.
Vacation of other rented /
Govt sites to be taken up on
case to case basis."

Thereforein complianceto
the above decisions, | am directed
to convey thefollowing:

®
0.0

152 AT Tswill be closed closed
by 31st Oct 2021

109 AT Ts operating in LWE /
Border / Aspirational areasto
be operated in single shift
with immediate effect and to
be closed by 31st Dec 2021.
151 ATTs (43 in NE states &
108 Digital ready ATTs) - To
be operated in single shift
with immediate effect &

fopaT ST AT 2, el e @
SMEW 9T 3N &l BT Bl g @l
AT Al & AR FfF & forg wam o
T 2 |

6. =1 TSI AS, A1 FHail a7 W
o7 o7 1 T E S B WIS AT
THTH AAE TRl §/ s/
Il & LW 97 3 [T /Aeamri
Tl I B2l ol A |

e IHET MR & I § g

L 2

Zonal Heads (Broadcast) of
all the Zones are
accordingly requested to
ensure the single shift
transmission from 260 ATTs as per details in
Annexure- B & C with immediate effect. The shift
timings will be from 10 AM to 5 PM for all seven
days. Zonal Heads (Admin/HR) may also
immediately rationalize the staff deployment at these
ATTs accordingly.

Zonal Heads (Broadcast) of all the Zones arefurther
requested to ensure closure of 412 ATTs as per
detailsinAnnexure-D (152 ATTs), Annexure-C (109
ATTs) and Annexure-B (151 ATTSs) by the stipulated
dates as mentioned in the above decision i.e. by

closed by 31st March 2022.

e AFerT 3 & FedT 3T &
& IR T A & A G
(T ) & g fepan e 6 g
HgAEH-AT AT A H By T faem & AT 260
W H debiel THE 7 B fove Zmiam gefad
&7 |79 AT &1 & g (992 1 79 98 10 a1 H 9T
5 95 0% B |SAA 9pF (T /A FEeEE)
TETAT 37 Welel H dHaTial @l Tl &l JieraTd a1
bl % |

T AT & A OF 309 ¢ o 9 3799 21 (152
TERT) FAE AT (109 TN ) AR AgEH-AT (151
TERT) § &7 T fae & AR 412 T & (i
foiferai de gs & gfad & | swed Rl § Ser
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31st October 2021, 31st December 2021 and 31st
March 2022 respectively after giving minimum one
month publicity notice. The time frame and
responsibility matrix for closure of these ATTswill
remain same as has been sent along With earlier
closure orders of ATT's and the same are also
attached herewith asAnnexure-E.

Zonal Heads (BO) are required to complete the
closure and disposal by way of reutilization /
auction of ATTs and allied equipment in
accordance with the extant rules / directions and
as per attached time & responsibility matrix (placed
in Annexure E) and vacation of rented sites as per
above decisions.

DOATT Siteswhich are privately rented and noAIR
FM exist / planned / proposed are to be vacated.
Vacation of other rented/Govt sites to be taken up on
case to case basis.

DOG (HRD) DG:DD and Zonal Heads (Admin) of all
the Zones are requested to carry out the re-
deployment of the staff of these transmitters
immediately as per HR policy.

At about 37 ATT locationswhich are under closure,
CTI is proposed by the AIR Resources. In this
regard, AIR Resourcesto take up the matter on case
to case basis, if required, for decision by the PB
Sectt.

All concerned are requested to take necessary actions
for implementations of the above decisions as per the
timelines and the progress/compliance may please be
reported to this Directorate for apprising the PB Sectt.
accordingly.

Thisissueswith the approval of DG Doordarshan. B

*
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BROADBAND POLICY

TRAI
RECOMMENDATIONS
TO PROMOTE
BROADBAND

"Roadmap to Promote Broadband Connectivity
and Enhanced Broadband speed.”

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
released its recommendations on "Roadmap to Promote
Broadband Connectivity and Enhanced Broadband
speed”.

Department of Telecommunications (DoT) as per
objectives of the National Digital Communications Policy-
2018 sought recommendations of the Authority onissues
relating to the broadband speed and its categorizations,
infrastructure creation, and
promoting broadband connectivity.

Accordingly, Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
issued a Consultation Paper (CP) on
"Roadmap to Promote Broadband
Connectivity and Enhanced
Broadband Speed" dated 20th August
2020 seeking comments and counter
comments from stakeholders. Open
House Discussion (OHD) was conducted on 18.02.2021
through video conferencing.

DoT vide it's another reference letter dated 12th
March 2021 sought consolidated and updated
recommendations on proliferation of fiXed-line broadband
services in the Country. In this reference DoT referred
additional issuesrelating to License Fee exemption and direct
benefit to consumers. To consult these issues with
stakeholders, a supplementary CP wasissued on 19th May
2021. Open House Discussion (OHD) was conducted on
23.06.2021.

Based on the inputs received from the stakeholders
and on its own analysis, TRAI has finalized its
recommendations on 'Roadmap to Promote Broadband
Connectivity and Enhanced Broadband speed'. The
salient features of the recommendations are as follows:

(i) Definition of broadband has been reviewed and the
minimum download speed for broadband
connectivity revised upward from the present
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512K bps to 2Mbps. Based on download speed,
fiXed broadband has been categorized into 3
different categories - Basic, Fast and Super-fast.

(i) To encourage lakhs of cable operators to provide
broadband services, the Authority's past
recommendation on "Definition of Revenue Base
(AGR) for the Reckoning of Licence Fee and Spectrum
Usage Charges" has been reiterated.

(iif) To enhance mobile broadband speed in rural and
remote areas by fiberisation of the cellular networks,
backhaul connectivity on optical fiber using the
BharatNet network with Service Level Agreements
(SLA) should be made available to service
providers.

(iv) Toincentiviseinvestmentin
the last-mile linkage for
fixed-line broadband, notify
askill development plan and
an interest subvention
schemefor Cable Operators
registered as Micro and
Small sizeenterprises.

(v) To enhance mobile
broadband speed, radio
spectrum  used for
backhauling connectivity of cellular networks should
be assigned to service providers on demand and in
time bound manner.

(vi) Creation of National Portal for RoW permissions to
facilitate expeditious rollout of telecom and other
essential utilitiesinfrastructure.

(vii)Incentivize establishment of common ducts and
posts for fiberisation of networks. In line with
BhartNet Project, exempt RoW chargesfor next five
years for expeditious laying of common ducts and
posts.

(viii) A Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) to incentivize
States/ UTsfor RoW reforms. Incentivesto be linked
to the net improvement in the Broadband Readiness
Index (BRI) score of aState/ UT.

(iX) Mandates co-deployment of common ducts during
the construction of any roadway, railway, and water
& gas pipelines receiving public funding.

(®) Tofacilitate the sharing of passiveinfrastructure such
as ducts, optical fibers, posts, etc., al the passive
infrastructure available in the country should be
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mapped by each service provider and infrastructure
provider using Geographic Information System (GIS).
The Telecom Engineering Center (TEC) should notify
the standards for this purpose. Establishment of e-
marketplace on common GIS platform to facilitate
leasing and trading of passive infrastructure.

(xi) Targetlinkedincentivei.e. LicenseFee (LF) exemption
on specified revenues to eligible licensees for
proliferation of fixed-line broadband servicesin urban
and rural areas.

(xii) A pilot DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer) schemein rural
areas for proliferation of fixed-line broadband
subscribers. After ascertaining the practicability of
the pilot DBT scheme in accelerating the growth of
fixed-line broadband services; specifics of the DBT
scheme like eligibility criteria for beneficiaries,
quantum of benefit, period of the scheme etc. to be
worked out subsequently.

The recommendations on 'Roadmap to Promote
Broadband Connectivity and Enhanced Broadband speed'
have been placed on TRAI'swebsite www. trai.gov.in B
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TELECOM REFORMS

CABINET APPROVES
MAJOR REFORMS IN
TELECOM SECTOR

Telecom Reforms to boost employment, growth,
competition and consumer interests. Liquidity
needs of Telecom Service Providers addressed

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, approved a number of structural and
process reformsin the Telecom sector. These are expected
to protect and generate employment opportunities, promote
healthy competition, protect interests of consumers, infuse
liquidity, encourage investment and reduce regulatory
burden on Telecom Service

IR ¥ gEEr & ¥
93 TURI & a0 &

TSI, [, gfamer ST Suyer Bal @ aerar

& & [o7g g7Har JUr | A Hal I
THe (fragf=el) smavasarsi & qaiad B

QEHAT &1 TG HIGT @l Teqeral § $ald 9Emsd o

A § THAW & § %3 ATaIAd A1 oA T T Jopel
2|3 IS & G Bl Tl AR g, = el &
TETET &, SYATRT f&dl &l Tl HIAl, qHhal dgM, MdaT
FI Ieed & AT gEEAE dar gerans (Sromdr) w
[T 15T &1 BH B Bl IHE

Providers (TSPs).

In the backdrop of the
outstanding performance of
the Telecom Sector in meeting
COVID-19 challenges, with
huge surge in data
consumption, online
education, work from home,
interpersonal connect through
social media, virtual meetings
etc., the Reform measureswill
further boost the proliferation
and penetration of broadband

E

FIfI=-19 FI G BT FFAT
7§ G &l S Ued
T %l gl H, 227 & Tud §
AT 3BT, HAAATS ST, &7 4
FM, A AT & A Aq
% A, AW & 29l 4 q=as
AR HAW FAFRITE & T

and telecom connectivity. The
Cabinet decision reinforcesthe Prime Minister’svision of a
robust Telecom Sector. With competition and customer
choice, antyodayafor inclusive development and bringing
the marginalized areas into the mainstream and universal
broadband access to connect the unconnected. The
package is also expected to boost 4G proliferation, infuse
liquidity and create an enabling environment for investment
in5G networks.

Nine structural reformsand Five procedural reforms
plus relief measures for the Telecom Service Providersare
as below:

STRUCTURAL REFORMS

1 Rationalization of Adjusted Gross Revenue: Non-
telecom revenue will be excluded on prospective basis
from the definition of AGR.

2 Bank Guarantees (BGs) rationalized: Huge
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HTEAEa YR
1. TN 9%d o9 &1 gleaon 17-374ar
TS B TSIAT %l R 3 A YW T ae?
7T S |
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reduction in BG requirements (80%) against License
Fee (LF) and other similar Levies. No requirements
for multiple BGsin different Licenced Service Areas
(LSASs) regionsin the country. Instead, One BG will
be enough.

Interest ratesrationalized/ Penaltiesremoved: From
1st October, 2021, Delayed payments of License Fee
(LF)/Spectrum Usage Charge (SUC) will attract
interest rate of SBI's MCLR plus 2% instead of
MCLR plus 4%; interest compounded annually
instead of monthly; penalty and interest on penalty
removed.

For Auctions held henceforth, no BGs will be
required to secure instalment payments. Industry
has matured and the past practice of BG isno longer
required.

Spectrum Tenure: In future Auctions, tenure of
spectrum increased from 20 to 30 years.

Surrender of spectrum will be permitted after 10 years
for spectrum acquired in the future auctions.

No Spectrum Usage Charge (SUC) for spectrum
acquired in future spectrum auctions.

Spectrum sharing encouraged- additional SUC of 0.5%
for spectrum sharing removed.

To encourage investment, 100% Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) under automatic route permitted
in Telecom Sector. All safeguardswill apply.

PROCEDURAL REFORMS

1

2

Auction calendar fixed - Spectrum auctions to be
normally heldinthelast quarter of every financial year.

Ease of doing business promoted - cumbersome
requirement of licenses under 1953 Customs
Notification for wireless equipment removed. Replaced
with self-declaration.

Know Your Customers(KY C) reforms: Self-KY C (App
based) permitted. E-KY C rate revised to only One
Rupee. Shifting from Prepaid to Post-paid and vice-
versawill not requirefreshKYC.

Paper Customer Acquisition Forms (CAF) will be
replaced by digital storage of data. Nearly 300-400 crore
paper CAFslying in various warehouses of TSPswill
not be required. Warehouse audit of CAF will not be
required.

SACFA clearance for telecom towers eased. DOT
will accept dataon a portal based on self-declaration
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basis. Portals of other Agencies (such as Civil
Aviation) will belinked with DOT Portal.

ADDRESSING LIQUIDITY REQUIREMENTS OF
TELECOM SERVICE PROVIDERS

The Cabinet approved the following for all the
Telecom Service Providers (TSPs):

1 Moratorium/Deferment of upto four years in
annual payments of dues arising out of the AGR
judgement, with however, by protecting the Net
Present Value (NPV) of the due amounts being
protected.

2 Moratorium/Deferment on due payments of
spectrum purchased in past auctions (excluding the
auction of 2021) for upto four years with NPV
protected at the interest rate stipulated in the
respective auctions.

3. Optiontothe TSPsto pay theinterest amount arising
due to the said deferment of payment by way of
equity.

4. At the option of the Government, to convert the due
amount pertaining to the said deferred payment by
way of equity at the end of the Moratorium/Deferment
period, guidelines for which will be finalized by the
Ministry of Finance.

The above will be applicable for all TSPs and will
provide relief by easing liquidity and cash flow. This will
also help various banks having substantial exposure to the
Telecom sector. B
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OTT MARKET

THE OTT BUBBLE
— WILL IT BURST
OR SUSTAIN?

The above headline was captioned on my October
issue cover of another publication which | edit. And thisis
adefinitivetrend that isbeing seen asthe OTT competition
is heating up amidst the race to grab customer and content
acquisition. Currently there arearound 50 odd OTT players
activeinthemarketin India

Ficci-EY report states

that OTT players are
expected to spend around %
1,920 croreto create original
content for Indiain 2021. This
isal7%risefromthe¥ 1,400
crore spent in 2019. With
more than 50 players, the
OTT video market isthriving
with original content.

Netflix, Amazon have
been investing heavily in
regional content as well.

Netflix had announced close

to 41 titles for the Indian

market around March 2021.

And they have plans to set

up Netflix’sfirst fully owned

full-service post-production

facility in Mumbai. The

Indian OTT audience universe stands at 353.2 million
with a25% penetration.

Leading OTT players believe that marketing of
content isaimed at creating alot of intriguesjust around
the content. Every company has their marketing budgets
and strategies, titles they want to go after. Eventually
the quality of the content has to work.

OTT marketing isunlike traditional film marketing.
OTT focusses on new customer acquisition. While OTT
platforms spend a huge amount in acquiring a particular
content, they need to justify that by getting their existing
or newer customers to actually watch the show.

Finally, content isking and big budgets are always
secondary. The product i.e., the content will always be
the final parameter to ensure the success of the OTT
business. ®
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DISNEY HEADS
INTO TELUGU
MARKETS

Disney+ Hotstar took its plunge into Telugu
market and roped in actor Ram Charan for the launch and
unveiled its entertainment offering for the Telugu
audience.

The content will

@] IR A
f&T 3w

[T @ 2leR 7 a7 a § &e¥ a1 A7 atg

% To1Q AT 79 =707 T A1 fordn AR dq] 29l & oy
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feature all-new shows and
blockbuster moviesfeaturing
the best stars of the Telugu
film industry. Disney+
Hotstar also brings the best
of Indian and international
titles as well as the best of
cricket action including | PL
2021 and ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2021 in Telugu.
Sunil Rayan,
President & Head, Disney+
Hotstar, said, “We have
always been at the forefront
of revolutionizing the way

& 92 FArT a1 o ar
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content is created and
consumed in India- and are
happy to take astep into the world of Telugu entertainment.
We aredelighted tojoin forceswith some of themost prolific
creative mindsto offer an unparalleled Telugu entertainment
experience for our viewers. In addition to bringing
unmatched blockbusters such as Maestro and Annabelle
Sethupathi, we are excited to offer genre-defining series
with path-breaking narratives."

“In the past few years, content in regional
languages has witnessed a paradigm shift and Disney+
Hotstar has been at the forefront to give its audiences
an opportunity to discover content across multiple
languages. The launch of awide array of titlesin Tamil
on our platform last year has been very well received.
We are excited to expand our offering further and foray
into the Telugu market; making our multilingual
entertainment library even stronger with path-breaking
stories and genre-defining formats,” said Gaurav
Banerjee, Head of Content, Star & Disney India. B
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MARKET REPORT

TUSSLE BETWEEN
DTH AND
BROADCASTERS

The ongoing tussle between DTH service providers
and broadcasters who are offering free channels on DD’s
Free Dish is getting heated up. The DTH operators have
serious reservations and complain that that the availability
of pay channelsfor freeon DD Free Dishisnot fair and goes
and does not providefor alevel-playing field and parity. As
per the New Tariff Order (NTO), broadcasters have to
designate channelseither asfreeto air (FTA) or pay and the
two set of channels cannot be bundled. The MRP of pay
channelswill haveto beuniform acrossall
distribution platforms. It is pertinent to
notethat DD Free Dishbeing afreeplatform
doesn't come under the tariff framework.

“Our customers have been
complaining (that they have been paying
for something that isavailable for free on
another platform). We started these
conversations a year ago when we first
noticed it was happening and even wrote
to Trai (Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India). But we've received no response from either
broadcasters or the regulatory authority,” Harit Nagpal,
managing director and chief executive officer, Tata Sky said.
If DTH players do not hear back even now, Nagpal said
they would go ahead with legal action that they have been
contemplating all thiswhile, he added.

In respect of DD Free Dish, there has been a debate
for some time now and it seems that Trai is aware of the
issue. Trai's own website has FAQs on broadcasting and
cable TV services, which include a question on why pay
channels are shown as free on DD Free Dish. In response,
Trai has asserted that the nature of a channel has to be
sameon all addressable platformsand that it isseized of the
matter and isin correspondence with the concerned persons,
claimsAkshay Sachthey, principal associate at legal firm
Phoenix.

DD Free Dish hasareach of 40+ million TV homes
and has 161 channels, of which 20 are pay channels. Under
NTO, Trai has the power to issue orders or directions or
intervenefor the purposes of securing complianceof NTO's
termsor facilitating competition or promoting efficiency in
broadcasting operations. If DPOs are aggrieved by Trai's
response, then the legal option can be explored by DTH
companies. B
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BOOK REVIEW

THE INDIAN MEDIA
BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND AFTER
By Vanita Kohli - Khandekar

Vanita Kohli-Khandekar is a seasoned journalist,

having covered the media and entertainment industry for
more than two decades. Her latest
book ‘ The Indian Media Business:
Pandemic and After’ isarevelation
and tracksthe mediaecosystem with
a rare insight in the aftermath of
pandemic.

The book lucidly illustrates
and captures the journey of the
print, television, film, radio, music
and digital sectors. The definition
of a ‘media company has been
redefined with the onslaught of the
social media platforms, OTT.

Facebook, Google, Netflix, Amazon,
Disney + Hotstar..etc. are the new
age mediacompanies.

Gone are the days of
traditional broadcasting and the
millennials today love the new age
content and are lapping it up. More
of such fascinating insights with
industry datamakesthisbook ariveting read. Gofor it. The
book is published by Sage Publishing and is moderately
priced at Rs695/-.
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LIBERTY’S NEW VENTURE
Liberty
Global
Venturesis
N\ )] , foraying
' < | into a new
! ' ' | segment in
Germany
a n d
exploring
setting up Fibre to the Home project

withanew JV.

Liberty Global Ventures, the
investment arm of Liberty Global, and
InfraVia Capital Partners, an
independent private equity firm
specialises in infrastructure and
technology investments.

The50:50 joint venture, which
is subject to regulatory approval, sees
the two companies leverage their
expertise in infrastructure investment
and development. The company will
take amodul ar approach, with thefirst
phase targeting a small number of
municipalitiesin Germany.

“Liberty Networks Germany
offers an exciting opportunity to
leverage our expertise in deploying
critical broadband infrastructure in a
market we know very well. We' realso
excited by the attractivereturns offered
by greenfield fibre network deployment
in a country where millions of homes
don’t yet have access to fast and
reliable broadband. We look forward
toworking in partnership with InfraVia
as we take a controlled approach to
the opportunity aswe move forward,”

said Robert Dunn, Managing Director,
Connectivity Investments, Liberty
Globdl.

Liberty has had success with
having operated Unitymedia for a
decade, Liberty Global brings
extensive experience of the German
market to the joint venture. This
includes working closely with
municipalitiesand regional authorities
in Germany as Unitymedia expanded
its network in the country, which
reached 13 million homes passed and
7.2 million customershby thetimeof its
saleto Vodafonein 2019.

BBC HD FORAY

BBC'sregiona programmeswill
now make its debut in HD and all 12
English regions and another three sub
regions will be made available in HD
on platformsincluding Sky, Freeview
and Freesat. The change is scheduled
to take place on October 21st, following
an announcement earlier this year.
Viewers in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland already have HD
versionsof BBC Oneavailable.

EBUPICKS 5G & DTT

EBU isbettingbigon5G & DTT
and in a recent
development as
per anew report
by the European
Broadcasting
Union (EBU)
conclude that a
5G Broadcast system could be safely
introduced alongside existing DTT in
the contested UHF band, and that
existing broadcast towers could be
used to significantly enhance the

coverage and minimise the cost of
rollout of this new technol ogy.

5G Broadcast is an addition to
the 5G standard that could bring free-
to-air content to mobile phone users
without the need for additional
receiversto be built into handsets and
for the user to get a subscription.

The first report, titled 5G
Broadcast Network Planning and
Evaluation (EBU TR 063), confirmsthat
existing broadcast infrastructure —
High Power High Tower (HPHT) and
Medium Power Medium Tower
(MPMT) —could havearoletoplay in
5G Broadcast and that testing should
continuein this area.

HPHT and MPMT contributeto
cost efficiency, but for good coverage
in all environments they should be
complemented with Low Power Low
Tower (i.e., cellular networks)
particularly in urban environments, the
report says.

The report also stresses that
due to practical and regulatory
constraints at national and regional
boundaries, hybrid 5G broadcast
networks could be partially operated
in multiple frequency networks.
Although this lowers the spectral
efficiency below that achievable by
pure single frequency networks setups,
the gains would outweigh the losses.
The report also assesses the capacity
(in bitrates) offered by the various
network topologies.

The second report,
Compatibility between 5G

Broadcast and other DTT

systems in the sub-700

MHz band (EBU TR 064),

looksat how 5G Broadcast

and existing DTT could co-existinthe
UHF band currently used by DTT
alone and evaluates three possible
scenarios for the introduction of 5G
Broadcast in the sub-700 MHz band. B
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SONY SEES REVENUE DIP

Sony PicturesNetworksIndia's
(SPNI) hasseen adip inits revenues.
The consolidated revenuefor thefiscal
ended 31st March 2021 has dropped
4%1t0% 5721.6 crorefrom3¥ 5961.1 crore
inthe previousfiscal ended 31st March
2020.

SPNI's consolidated net profit
for the fiscal was down 35% to ¥
582.2 crore from ¥ 895.5 crore. The
company recorded total revenue of
3 5639.9, adrop of 3.52% compared
to¥ 5846.2 crore during the previous
year. Revenue from operations fell
4.4% to I 5526.7 crore as against T
5781.3 crore. Standalone net profit
was down 43% at ¥ 563.57 crore for
the year, as against ¥ 975.9 crore in
the previous year.

SPNI recorded ad revenue of
% 2563.37 crore, an 11% decline over
% 2876.5 crore in the previous fiscal.
Subscriptionincome saw a4.34% drop
at ¥ 2329 crore compared to ¥ 2434.7
crore. Licensing income jumped 61%
to ¥ 429 crore from ¥ 266.5 crore.
Revenue share from distribution and

advertising time saw a 13% decline at
% 148.1 crorefrom¥ 170.6 crore. The
company's earnings from the sale of
programme registered a42% decrease
at ¥ 18.98 crore compared to ¥ 32.8
crore.

According to the company's
annual filing, the estimated number of
contractsfor film acquisitions, cricket
rights and sports rights other than
cricket remaining to be executed and
not provided for (net of advances) is%
2578.75 croreasagainst ¥ 1884.95 crore
inFY20.

NDTV SHARES UP AMIDST
ADANI BUYOUT NEWS

NDTV shares climbed up 10%
amidst the rumours of the company's
acquisition by Adani Group.

Mediareports further said that
the group islooking to buy out amedia
house based out of Delhi, which is
speculated to be NDTV by many.

The newsonAdani’sentry into
the media sector became more evident
after Sanjay Pugaliajoined the group
asthe CEO and Editor in Chief.

VIACOM18 SEES GROWTH
Viacom18 hasseenagrowthin
its net profit i.e.,a 65% growth in net
profit at ¥ 582.89 for the fiscal under
review compared to ¥ 353.54 crore in
FY 20. Whilethere has been a 15.37%
drop in revenue from operations at
3276.32 crorefor thefiscal ended 31st
March 2021 asagainst ¥ 3871.65 crore
in the previous fiscal
Advertisement Sales,
Subscription, and Program Syndication
revenuewasdown 10.44% at 3 3205.47
crorecomparedto 3579.41 crore. Flm
distribution and syndication revenue

saw a77% declineat 63.73 crorefrom
< 278.1 crore due to restrictions on
functioning of theatres.

As on 31st March 2021, the
company had inventories worth ¥
1399.08 crorefor programming and film
rights, compared to< 1401.06 crorein
the previous fiscal. For projects in
progress, the company had inventories
worth¥ 485.13 croreasagainst X 630.33
crore.

TATA SKY REVENUES SURGE

TATA |sky

Tata Sky isgrowing and posted
a consolidated revenue at X 4,682.21
crore for the fiscal ended 31st March
2021 asagainst 4,680.88 croreinthe
previousfiscal.

The DTH business was down
by 1.2% at ¥ 4,593.01 crore from X
4,648.83 crore. Revenue from the
provisioning of broadband service
was up 2.8x at ¥ 89.2 crore from X
32.05 crore. Tata Sky Broadband, a
subsidiary of Tata Sky, provides
broadband services to customers
across the country.

Tata Group owns a 60% stake
in Tata Sky, while Walt Disney holds
30%. Baytree Investments (Mauritius),
an affiliate of Temasek Capital, holds
10% of Tata Sky's equity shares. The
company is planning to go public
through an Initial Public Offering (1PO).
Disney plans to exit Tata Sky, and it
has identified an IPO as one of the
avenuesto offload itsstakeinthe DTH
company. ®

68 SATELLITE & CABLETV

OCTOBER 2021



DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

5G & DTT

Q: How will thefuturebroadcast scenario evolve
with5Gand DTT?

Neelkandan Nair, Trivandrum

Ans.. Thetraditional TV broadcast value chainistoday
subject to significant pressure due to new OTT market
players such as entering the market. Traditional players
are being by-passed by new market players in the value
chain. Advanced 5G mobile networks is expected to
accelerate the pressure on the existing value chain even
further.

It isunderstood that 5G Broadcast isa Standalone
Downlink system. This makes it similar to existing
broadcasting systems
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(such as DTT) on the RF
side, i.e., to cover an areait
consists of an
omnidirectional or
directional transmission
from one or more fixed
locations. Each 5G
Broadcast transmitter uses
a determined RF channel
with a specified bandwidth
and set of characteristics,
e.g., transmit power,
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maximum antenna gain,

horizontal and vertical antenna patterns and the height of
the antennaabove ground level. A 5G Broadcast network
could use High Power High Tower (HPHT) transmitters
(like most DTT networks designed for Fixed Reception
using rooftop antennas), Medium Power Medium Tower
(MPMT, transmitters (like most DAB networks designed
for mobile and/or portable reception) or Low Power Low
Tower (LPLT) transmitters (like most cellular networks
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designed for Unicast transmissions for mobile and
portable indoor reception). Furthermore, 5G Broadcast,
being based on COFDM, can operatein Single Frequency
Network (SFN) modeor in Multi Frequency Network (MFN)
mode, much like current DTT systems based on COFDM.
The provisions of the Geneva 2006 Agreement (GEO6)
apply to theintroduction of 5G Broadcast within spectrum
currently used for DTT inITU Region 1 (Europe, Africa,
Middle East and Parts of Asia). The Agreement regul ates
theuse of the470-694 MHz bandin Region 1 for DVB-T/
T2 and includes the frequency plans, the technical
elements and criteria to develop and implement the
frequency plan and the necessary procedures to modify
the plan and to coordinate with neighbouring countries.
The GEO6 frequency plan gives administrationsrightsto
use certain frequencies over certain geographical areas
for broadcasting services, without specifying exactly
which technologies should be used, the so called
‘envelope concept’. This flexibility has been used to
facilitate the transition from DVB-T to DVB-T2 in some
countries and may also be used for the implementation of
5G Broadcast technologies by some countries while
neighbouring countriesretain DV B systems. § 2 presents
the identified scenarios of introduction of 5G Broadcast.

However, although the internet has
changed the TV broadcast industry for gooditis
important to note that the I P and the internet and
traditional 140 TV Broadcast and 5G DTT-
broadcast should be regarded as complementary
platformsin order to secureareliable and robust
TV broadcast service. Thus, a combination of both 1P-
and non-1P TV-distribution platformsfor flow-TV are to
be expected even in the 5G era.

It will be interesting how technology transforms
after 2030. No doubt, it will take time to get the security
aspects solved with respect to TV-broadcast over | P-based
networks and theinternet with theincreasesin cybercrime.
However, there is no doubt that in the longer run even
morefrequencies, especially in the higher frequency bands
above 6 GHz, are likely to be allocated to 5G networks.
This will in turn increase the capacity of OTT viewing
even further, and especially when combined with the
concept of Content Delivery Networks (CDN) meaning
that the OTT content is located close to the end user,
which in turn reduces load on the mobile network.
Adequate |CT infrastructureis an important prerequisite
in order to move viewing of moving images to the next
level. m
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1D

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E

On 10th Samachar Plus 24x7 has
replaced Navtej TV on 4006 H, FTA.
On 16th Patrika Rajasthan has
moved from 3966 H to 3845V, FTA.

APSTAR7AT 76.5 DEGE

On 11th Kohenoor News has left
3780 V. On 18th Image Channel has
left 3639 H; NTV ltahari has moved
from 4024 H to 3705 H, FTA; NTV
Kohalpur has moved from 4030 H to
3710 H, FTA; NTV Plus, NTV News
and NTV National have started on
3720 H, FTA. On 20th NTV Plus,
NTV News and NTV National have
left 4040 H. On 23rd JK News has
started on 3780V, FTA. On 26th Sky
Net Action Movies has started on
11010V, encrypted. BBC Earth Asia
has started on 11167 V, encrypted.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 3rd Popular TV has started on
3756 H, FTA; Utkrisht Samachar
Plus Uttar Pradesh Uttarakhand has
left again; Bharat Today has started
on 3852 H, FTA; News Nation, News
State MP & CHG and News State
UP & UK have started on 3925 H,
FTA. On 8th Sanskriti 24x7 has left
3776 H. On 11th Zee Thirai and Zee
Picchar have started on 4156 H,
Conax. On 18th Janta TV Uttar
Pradesh Uttrakha has started on
3852 H, FTA; Studio N News has
replaced Jivan TV on 3981 H, FTA.
On 22nd Bharat Today, 1 Yes News,
Swadesh News and Agamvani
Channel have left 3925 H.

ST1/ST2AT 88 DEGE
On 3rd Zee Rajasthan and DD News

India in the past month.

have started on 11609 V, encrypted.
DD Assam, Ishwar Bhakti TV, PTC
Punjabi, Cartoon Network India and
National Geographic India have left.

MEASAT 3/3AAT 91.5DEGE

On 13th Eurosport Asia and
Discovery Channel Southeast Asia
have started on 12563 H, encrypted,;
Discovery Science Southeast Asia
and Tech Storm have started on
12603 H, encrypted; Star Chinese
Movies South East Asia has left
12603 H; WION has replaced Star
Chinese Movies Legend on 12643V,
encrypted. On 14th Paramount
Network Asia has started on 10732
V, Videoguard; PrimeTime and BBC
Lifestyle Asia have started on 10772
V, Videoguard; HBO Hits +1 has
started on 10812 V, Videoguard;
HBO Family Asia +1, BBC Earth Asia
and Lifetime Asia have started on
10852 V,Videoguard; Showcase
Movies has replaced Fam Movies on
11522 V, Videoguard. On 16th
BabyFirst TV has left 12603 V. On
24th Asian Food Network has
replaced Nat Geo People Asia on
12603 H, encrypted; FMN has
replaced Fox Crime Asia on 12643
V and 12643 H, Irdeto. On 27th
Cartoon Network Asia has replaced
Disney Channel Indonesia on 12563
V, encrypted; Nick Jr Asia has
replaced Disney Junior Asia on
12603 V, encrypted; Paramount
Network Asia has replaced Fox
Action Movies on 12603 H, encrypted

INSAT 4B/3A | GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5DEGE

On 5th Zee Kannada has started on
10970V, Irdeto; Star World Premiere
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HD has left 11010 V; FM News has
started on 11630 V, FTA. On 12th
Punjabi Hits, Argus News and NK TV
24x7 have started on 11130 V,
encrypted. On 14th Prasar Bharati
News Services has replaced DD
News on 11550 V, FTA; Samachar
Plus 24x7 has replaced Prasar
Bharati News Services on 11630V,
FTA. On 16th VTV News has started
on 11050 V, encrypted.On 21st DD
Rajasthan has replaced Rajya Sabha
TVon 11670 H, FTA.

CHINASAT 11 AT98 DEGE
On 11th Hits Movies and Hits have
started on 3975V, FTA.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEGE

On 1st Fox News Channel has
started on 4100 V, Irdeto. On 11th
South Asia Global TV has replaced
Lucky Music on 3675V, FTA; 61:1
TV and Praise TV have started on
3880 H, FTA; Silver Screen and JK
News have left; Metro 1 News has
started on 4146 H, FTA; Mirchi TV,
Rung TV and Love of Jesus TV have
left. On 18th South Asia Global TV
has left 3675V again. On 27th South
Asia Global TV is back on 3675V,
FTA; Tum News has replaced Mega
Movies Box on 4146 H, FTA.

SES 7/TELKOM4 AT 108 DEG E
On 24th FMN and Asian Food
Network have started on 3934 V,
encrypted; Fox Crime Asia and Nat
Geo People Asia have left. On 27th
Paramount Network Asia, Cartoon
Network Asia and Nick Jr Asia have
started on 3934 V; Fox Action
Movies, Disney Channel Indonesia
and Disney Junior Asia have left.
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Latest Technology in India.....
i Actual cost @ | Actual Subscription

| Rs., 100 per copy

Look At The Events, News, Laws And The

Only One Magazine Gives You An Indepth
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INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

MagaZine--- CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

- ” ATELLITE NURNBERG / MESSE
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“%E More Than 28 YearSNo

AE
ﬁg % The Easiest Way To Pick Up
[ & 2 The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India...

INDIA'S TRADE MAGATINE FOR THE CABLE & SATELLITE IMDUSTRY

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are bad
you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of the
Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!

Contact Details: SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nme-india.com | Mob: +91 7021850198
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