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kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM baajaar saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa- pr T/a[- ka nayaa
pramaSa- p~ sahI idSaa maoM ek svaagat yaaogya kdma hO.]Vaoga nao naaTkIya
tknaIkI pirvat-na Anya pirvat-na doKo hOM ijana pr BaivaYya maoM Qyaana donao
kI AavaSyakta hO.Aa[-eMDbaI maM~alaya ka ivaSlaoYaNa hO ik kuC mau_aoM pr
p`aiQakrNa Wara AaOr ivacaar krnao kI AavaSyakta hO AaOr yah emaeMD[-
xao~ maoM baad ko ivakasaÀivastar kao doKto hue [sa maamalao maoM isafairSaaoM ka
nayaa saoT p`dana kr sakta hO̧  yah ek AcCa ivakasa hO.

dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³DâT´ nao AaovarhoD AâiPTkla fa[bar ³AaoefsaI´
ibaCanao ko ilae ek $proKa kao pirBaaiYat krko puranao BaartIya TolaIga`af
ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaÚ  maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa hO̧  ek eosaa kdma jaao
doSa maoM 5jaI tknaIkI ko raolaAa]T ko ilae AavaSyak bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa
tOyaar krnao maoM madd kr sakta hO.

saMSaaoQana maoM AaovarhoD AaoefsaI ibaCanao ko ilae 1000 Épyao p`it
iklaaomaITr ka ekmauSt mauAavajaa inaQaa-irt ikyaa gayaa hO ijasasao sqaanaIya
AiQakairyaaoM Wara ek samaana SaulkÀSaulk lagaayaa jaayaogaaa.AarAaoDblaU
inayama Aba tk kovala BaUimagat AaoefsaI AaOr maaobaa[la TavaraoM kao hI
kvar krto qao.

p`saarkaoM AaOr T/a[- ko baIca enaTIAao 2º0 kI jaMga qamatI nahIM
idK rhI hO.ek nayaI isqait ivakasa maoM p`saarkaoM AaOr ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma-
Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAao´ nao jaaor dokr kha hO ik nayaa TOirf AadoSa
³enaTIAaó  2º0 na kovala saovaa p`dataAaoM kao p`Baaivat krogaa¸ bailk
]na ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae BaI hainakark saaibat haogaa¸ ijanhoM p`saarkaoM
Wara maUlya vaRiw ka Kaimayaajaa Baugatanaa pD,ogaa.enaTIAao 1º0 laagaU haonao
ko baad ]pBaao@taAaoM ko TIvaI ibalaaoM vaRiw doKI gayaI qaI.enaTIAao 2º0
ko laagaU haonao ko baad [sako AaOr baZ,nao kI ]mmaId hO.

T/a[- nao kha ik vah jaanata hO ik p`saarkaoM Wara GaaoiYat kuC
caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM iTka} nahIM hO̧  @yaaoMik yao maaMga AaQaairt yaa baajaar
inaQaa-irt maUlya nahIM hO AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ihtaoM ko iKlaaf hO.yah [sa
gaitraoQa maoM Aagao ko caalaaoM kao doKa jaanaa baakI hO.

jaI [MTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToD nao ek ivaSaoYa SaoyarQaarkaoM
kI baOzk baulaanao kI [nvaoskao kI maaMga pr ivacaar krnao ko ilae sahmait
vya@t kI¸ jaba Adalat nao AaSvaasana idyaa ik pirNaama kao ek saPtah
ko ilae raok idyaa jaayaogaa¸ ijasako daOrana vah AmaoirkI fMD maOnaojar Wara
AnauSaMisat p`stavaaoM kI vaOQata kI samaIxaa kr sakta hO.Aanao vaalao mahInao
maoM hmaoM bahut kuC doKnao–saunanao kao imalaogaaººº

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan) (Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

EDITOR’S  SCATVIEW

TRAI’s new consultation paper on Market Structure/
Competition in cable TV services is a welcome step in the
right direction. The industry has seen dramatic technology
changes and other changes which needs to factored in for
the future.  The I&B ministry analysis that that some of the
issues need further consideration by the Authority and it
may provide a fresh set of recommendations in the matter
looking at the subsequent developments/expansion in the
M&E sector is a good development.

Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has
amended the outdated  Indian Telegraph Right of Way
Rules (RoW) by defining a framework for laying
overhead optical fibre cable (OFC), a move which can help
create infrastructure necessary for the roll out
of 5G technology in the country.

The amendment prescribes a one-time compensation
of ` 1,000 per kilometre for laying overhead OFC which
will lead to a uniform levy/fee charged by the local
authorities. The RoW Rules until now covered only
underground OFC and mobile towers.

The NTO 2.0 war between broadcasters and TRAI
doesn’t seem to be abating. In a new development the
broadcasters and distribution platform operators (DPOs)
have asserted that the New Tariff Operator (NTO) 2.0 will
not just impact the service providers but will also prove
detrimental for the consumers who will have to bear the
brunt of price increase by the broadcasters. The TV bills of
the consumers had seen an increase when the NTO 1.0
was implemented. It is expected to go up further once NTO
2.0 gets implemented.

TRAI said it is aware that prices of some of the
channels announced by broadcasters are unsustainable
as these are not demand driven or market determined
prices and are against the interest of consumers. It remains
to be seen on the further moves in this imbroglio.

Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd agreed to consider
Invesco’s demand to convene a special shareholders’
meeting after the court assured that the outcome would be
kept on hold for a week during which it could review the
legality of the resolutions recommended by the US fund
manager. More to come on this in the coming months…

Manoj Kumar Madhavan
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AvaOQa sT/Iima Mga pr idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya ka p`harAvaOQa sT/Iima Mga pr idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya ka p`harAvaOQa sT/Iima Mga pr idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya ka p`harAvaOQa sT/Iima Mga pr idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya ka p`harAvaOQa sT/Iima Mga pr idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya ka p`har
idllaI ]cca nyaayaalaya nao ivhp jaarI krko p`har krto hue

saat daoYaI vaobasaa[TaoM kao Aa[-saIsaI pu$Ya TI20 ivaSvakp 2021 kao
AvaOQa $p sao sT/IimaMga krnao sao raoknao ko ilae ek AMtirma inaYaoQaa&a
dI hO.Adalat nao sTar [MiDyaa Wara ek yaaicaka pr AadoSa pairt
ikyaa hO jaao ik AMtrraYT/Iya iËkoT pirYad ³Aa[-saIsaI´ ka ivaiSaYT

maIiDyaa AiQakar BaagaIdar hO.
nyaayamaUit- saMjaIva na$laa nao kha ik
ektrfa AMtirma inaYaoQaa&a nahIM donao
sao ivaSaoYa p`saark kao ApUrNaIya xait
haogaI¸ ijasako pxa maoM p`qama dRYTyaa maamalaa
hO.pIz nao vaad pr sammana jaarI ikyaa
AaOr maamalao kao Aagao kI saunavaa[- ko
ilae 22 tarIK kao saUcaIbaw ikyaa
gayaa hO.
AadoSa maoM ijana saat daoYaI vaobasaa[T ka

]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO̧  vao hOM: http://filmyclub.wapkiz.com, http:/
/ipl.hitcric.tv, tamilblasters.win, http:/uptomovie .xyz, http:/
/doratv-ipl.wapkiz.com, http://thdtvworld.xyz and http://
zolhdtv.com.

Adalat nao spYT ikyaa ik yaid sTar [MiDyaa kao ivaSvakp kI
sT/IimaMga ko saMbaMQa maoM [saI trh ko Anya vaobasaa[TaoM ka pta calata hO
AaOr ]nhoM hlafnaamao ko maaQyama sao irka^D- pr laayaa jaata hO tao
inaYaoQaa&a ka AMtirma AadoSa ]na pr BaI laagaU haogaa.Adalat nao koMd`
kao [MTrnaoT AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM kao vaobasaa[TaoM tk phuMca kao
Ava$w krnao ko ilae AiQasaUcanaa jaarI krnao ka inado-Sa idyaa hO AaOr
[MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM kao [sa trh kI phuMca kao Ava$w krnao ka
BaI inado-Sa idyaa.

T/a[- na o irpaoT- jaarI kIT/a[- na o irpaoT- jaarI kIT/a[- na o irpaoT- jaarI kIT/a[- na o irpaoT- jaarI kIT/a[- na o irpaoT- jaarI kI
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  nao dUrsaMcaar AaOr

p`saarNa xao~aoM ko ilae ApÒla–ma[-–jaUna itmaahI ko ilae ApnaI itmaahI
p`dSa-na saMkotk irpaoT- ³pIAa[-Aar´ jaarI kI hO.irpaoT- maoM kula po
DITIeca ga`ahk AaQaar¸ SaIYa- kobala TIvaI saovaa p`dataAaoM̧  kula pMjaIkRt
AaOr po TIvaI caOnalaaoM¸ efema roiDyaao p`saarkaoM AaOr ]nako saamaUihk
iva&apna rajasva ko baaro maoM ivavarNa p`dana krtI hO.

DELHI HC CRACKS ON ILLEGAL
STREAMING

The Delhi High Court has cracked the whip and
granted an interim injunction restraining seven rogue
websites from illegally streaming the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2021. The court passed the order on a plea
filed by Star India, which is the exclusive media rights
partner of the International
Cricket Council (ICC). 

Justice Sanjeev Narula
noted that not granting an ex-
parte interim injunction will
cause an irreparable loss to the
exclusive broadcaster, which
has a prima facie case in its
favour. The bench issued
summons on the suit and listed
the matter for further hearing on
February 22.

The seven rogue
websites mentioned in the order are http:/ /
f i l m y c l u b . w a p k i z . c o m ,  h t t p : / / i p l . h i t c r i c . t v,
tamilblasters.win, http://uptomovie.xyz, http://doratv-
ipl.wapkiz.com, http://thdtvworld.xyz and http://
zolhdtv.com.

The court clarified that if other similar websites
are discovered by Star India concerning the streaming
of the World Cup and are brought on record by way of
an affidavit, the interim order of injunction would apply
to them as well. The court further directed the Centre to
issue notification calling upon the internet and telecom
service providers to block access to websites, and also
directed the internet service providers to block such
access.

TRAI RELEASES REPORT

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) has released its quarterly Performance Indicator
Report (PIR) for the April-May-June quarter for the
telecom and broadcasting sectors. The report provides
details about the total pay DTH subscriber base, the
top cable TV service providers, total registered and
pay TV channels, and the FM radio broadcasters and
their collective ad revenue.

saOTolaa[T AaOr kobala TIvaI kI duinayaa maoM
hmaaro caaraoM trf @yaa hao rha ]saka navaInatma ApDoT

The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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DTH sector
The total active subscriber base of pay DTH

operators increased by 0.29 million to the end first
quarter ended 20th June 2021 with 69.86 million
subscribers. In the trailing quarter ended 31st March
2021, the pay DTH operators had 69.57 million active
subscriber base.

Barring Dish TV, all the other
pay DTH operators saw a growth in
their subscriber base. Tata Sky's
subscriber base jumped to 33.37 from
33.3% in the trailing quarter. Bharti
Telemedia's (Airtel  Digital  TV)
subscriber base increased to 25.76%
from 25.54%. Dish TV's market share
dropped to 23.45% from 24.09%, while Sun Direct's
market share increased to 17.41% from 17.07%.
TV channels

During the quarter, a total of 915 private satellite
TV channels have been permitted by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) for uplinking only/
downlinking only/both uplinking & downlinking, as of
30th June 2021.

As per the reporting done by broadcasters in
pursuance of the Tariff Order dated 3rd March 2017 as
amended, there are 346 satellite pay TV channels, as on
30th June 2021 which includes 252 SD satellite pay TV
channels and 94 HD satellite pay TV channels. Apart
from these pay channels reported to TRAI, all other
channels permitted by MIB may be considered as Free
to Air (FTA) channels.

As of 30th June 2021, there are 1731 MSOs
registered with MIB. Further, as per the data reported
by MSOs and HITS operators, there are 12 MSOs & 1
HITS operator who have subscriber base greater than
one million. This includes subscribers who have been
inactive or temporarily suspended for not more than
the last 90 days.

The top operators are Siti Networks, GTPL
Hathway, Hathway Digital, DEN Networks, NXT
Digital, Thamizhaga Cable TV Communication (TCCL),
Kerala Communicators Cable Ltd (KCCL), Tamil Nadu
Arasu Cable TV, Fastway Transmissions, KAL Cables,
VK Digital and Asianet Digital Network.

DITIeca xa o~DITIeca xa o~DITIeca xa o~DITIeca xa o~DITIeca xa o~
po DITIeca Aa^proTraoM ko kula saiËya ga`ahk AaQaar maoM 69º89

imailayana ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa 20 jaUna 2021 kao samaaPt phlaI itmaahI maoM
0º29 imailayana kI vaRiw hu[- hO.31 maaca- 2021 kao samaaPt ipClaI
itmaahI maoM̧  po DITIeca Aa^proTraoM ko pasa 69º57 imailayana saiËya

ga`ahk AaQaar qao.
iDSa TIvaI kao CaoD,kr Anya saBaI po DITIeca
Aa^proTraoM nao Apnao ga`ahk AaQaar maoM vaRiw dja-
kI.TaTa ska[- ka ga`ahk AaQaar ipClaI itmaahI
maoM 33º3‰ sao baZ,kr 33º37‰ hao gayaa.BaartI
TolaImaIiDyaa ³eyarTola iDijaTla TIvaI´ ko ga`ahkaoM
kI saM#yaa 25º54‰ sao baZ,kr 25º76‰ hao
gayaI.iDSa TIvaI kI baajaar ihssaodarI 24º09‰

sao GaTkr 23º45‰ hao gayaI¸ jabaik sana Da^yaro@T kI baajaar ihssaodarI
17º07‰ sao baZ,kr 17º41‰ hao gayaI.
TIvaI ca O nalaTIvaI ca O nalaTIvaI ca O nalaTIvaI ca O nalaTIvaI ca O nala

itmaahI ko daOrana¸ 30 jaUna 2021 tk kula 915 inajaI
saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´
Wara kovala Da]nailaMikMgaÀApilaMikMgaÀdaonaaoM Da]nailaMikMga va ApilaMikMga
ko ilae Anaumait dI gayaI hO.

saMSaaoiQat TOirf AadoSa idnaaMk 3 maaca- 2017 ko AnausarNa maoM
p`saarkaoM Wara kI gayaI irpao-iTMga ko Anausaar 30 jaUna 2021 tk 346
saOTolaa[T po TIvaI caOnala hOM̧  ijasamaoM 252 esaDI saOTolaa[T po TIvaI caOnala
AaOr 94 ecaDI saOTolaa[T po TIvaI caOnala Saaimala hOM.T/a[- kao irpaoT-
ikyao gayao [na po caOnalaaoM ko Alaavaa emaAa[-baI Wara Anaumat Anya saBaI
caOnala kao ÍI–TU–eyar ³efTIe´ caOnala maanaa jaa sakta hO.

30 jaUna 2021 tk emaAa[-baI ko saaqa 1731 emaesaAao
pMjaIkRt hOM.[sako Alaavaa emaesaAao AaOr ihT\sa Aa^proTraoM Wara irpaoT-
ikyao gayao AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar 12 emaesaAao AaOr 1 ihT\sa Aa^proTr hOM
ijanako ga`ahk AaQaar ek imailayana sao AiQak hOM.[namaoM vao sadsya
Saaimala hOM jaao ipClao 90 idnaaoM sao AiQak samaya sao inaiYËya yaa AsqaayaI
$p sao inalaMibat hOM.

p`mauK Aa^proTraoM maoM isaTI naoTva@sa-̧  jaITIpIela hoqavao̧  hoqavao
iDijaTla¸ Dona naoTvak-̧  enae@saTI iDijaTla¸ qaaimaJaaga kobala TIvaI
kmyauinakoSansa ³TIsaIsaIela´¸ korla kmyauinakoTsa- kobala ilaimaToD
³kosaIsaIela´¸ timalanaaDu Arasau kobala TIvaI¸ fasTvao T/aMsamaISana¸ koeela
kobalsa¸ vaIko iDijaTla AaOr eiSayaanaoT iDijaTla naoTvak- Saaimala hOM.
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DISNEY-STAR INDIA DROPS
CHANNELS

Disney-Star India has dropped Star World, Star
World HD and Star World Premiere HD. The channels
will be discontinued effective November 30, 2021.  

Star India is set to launch 16 new
channels across genres and languages in
December 2021 and January 2022. The
disclosure has been made in the Reference
Interconnect Offer (RIO) filed by the
broadcaster to comply with New Tariff Order
(NTO) 2.0. 

The new launches will  include
channels Star Gold Romance, Star Gold
Thrills, Jalsha Josh, Pravah Pictures, Star Kirano, Star
Movies Select, and Super Hungama (replacing Marvel
HQ). The new HD launches will be channels Star Gold 2
HD, Star Sports 1 Tamil HD, Star Sports 1 Telugu HD,
Disney Channel HD, Star Kirano HD, Pravah Pictures
HD, Vijay Super HD, Asianet Movies HD, and Hungama
HD.

PRASAR BHARATI DUMPS ANALOG
TRANSMITTERS

Prasar Bharati is completely on course to dump
analog transmitters by March 2022 and it will save the
Govt around `  100 crores.

Prasar Bharati has phased out almost 70% of all
analog transmitters and the rest are being sunset in a
phased manner while ensuring that appropriate
measures are taken for re-deployment of manpower.

iDjnaI–sTar [MiDyaa na o ca Onalaa o M ka o hTayaaiDjnaI–sTar [MiDyaa na o ca Onalaa o M ka o hTayaaiDjnaI–sTar [MiDyaa na o ca Onalaa o M ka o hTayaaiDjnaI–sTar [MiDyaa na o ca Onalaa o M ka o hTayaaiDjnaI–sTar [MiDyaa na o ca Onalaa o M ka o hTayaa
iDjnaI sTar [MiDyaa nao sTar valD-̧  sTar valD- ecaDI AaOr sTar

valD- p`Iimayar ecaDI kao hTa idyaa hO.30 navaMbar 2021 sao caOnala baMd
kr idyao jaayaoMgao.

sTar [MiDyaa idsaMbar 2021 AaOr janavarI 2022 maoM ivaiBanna
SaOilayaaoM AaOr BaaYaaAaoM maoM 16 nayao caOnalaaoM kao laa^nca krnao
ko ilae tOyaar hO.yah Kulaasaa p`saark Wara nayao TOirf
AadoSa ³enaTIAaó  2º0 ka Anaupalana krnao ko ilae
dayar rofroMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr ³AarAa[-Aaó  maoM ikyaa
gayaa hO.
nayao laa^nca maoM caOnala sTar gaaolD raomaaMsa¸ sTar gaaolD iqa`lsa¸
jalasaa jaaoSa¸ p`vaah ip@casa-̧  sTar ikraonaa¸ sTar maUvaIja,

saolao@T AaOr saupr hMgaamaa ³maava-la eca@yaU ko sqaana pr´ Saaimala haoMgao.nayao
ecaDI laa^nca caOnala sTar gaaolD 2 ecaDI¸ sTar spaoT\sa- 1 timala ecaDI¸
sTar spaoT\sa- 1 tolaugaU ecaDI¸ iDjnaI caOnala ecaDI¸ sTar ikraonaa ecaDI¸
p`vaah ip@casa- ecaDI¸ ivajaya saupr ecaDI¸ eiSayaanaoT maUvaIja ecaDI
AaOr hMgaamaa ecaDI haoMgao.

enaalaa ^ g a T / a M s amaITr ka o ba Md krna o kI t OyaarI ma o Menaalaa ^ g a T / a M s amaITr ka o ba Md krna o kI t OyaarI ma o Menaalaa ^ g a T / a M s amaITr ka o ba Md krna o kI t OyaarI ma o Menaalaa ^ g a T / a M s amaITr ka o ba Md krna o kI t OyaarI ma o Menaalaa ^ g a T / a M s amaITr ka o ba Md krna o kI t OyaarI ma o M
p ` s a ar BaartIp `sa ar BaartIp `sa ar BaartIp `sa ar BaartIp `sa ar BaartI

p`saar BaartI maaca- 2022 tk enaalaa^ga T/aMsamaITraoM kao baMd
krnao kI pUrI trh sao tOyaarI maoM hO AaOr [sasao sarkar kao 100 kraoD,
Épyao kI bacat haogaI.

p`saar BaartI nao Apnao samast enaalaa^ga T/aMsamaITraoM maoM sao 70‰

kao carNabaw trIko sao baMd kr idyaa hO AaOr baakI kao BaI yaaojanaabaw
trIko sao baMd krnao kI tOyaarI caalaU hO̧  laoikna yah BaI sauinaiScat ikyaa
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Except for around 50 analog terrestrial TV transmitters
in strategic locations, Prasar Bharati will be phasing
out the rest of the obsolete analog transmitters by 31st
March 2022.

Prasar Bharati has tied up  with IIT Kanpur to
develop Next Gen Broadcast solution/roadmap for
Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting
consistent with emerging
standards such as 5G Broadcast to
enable new applications such as
Direct to Mobile Broadcasting and
to create new Content
Opportunities through the use of
Artificial Intelligence Algorithms.

Through DD Free Dish DTH all Doordarshan
channels including DD Assam and several private
channels have been made available by Prasar Bharati,
free of cost with no monthly fees throughout India.
Set-top boxes to receive DD Free Dish DTH channels
in “free to air mode” may be purchased through the
open market as a one-time investment to access more
than 120 free to air TV channels including several
educational channels as well as more than 40 satellite
radio channels of Akashvani.

SUN TV LAUNCHES MARATHI
CHANNEL

Sun TV Network is spreading its wings across
the regional space and launched its regional channel -
Sun Marathi. Earlier, it had launched Sun Bangla in
February 2019.

Sun Marathi is a free to air (FTA)
channel and will be available on leading
DTH and cable platforms besides DD Free
Dish. The key players in the Marathi GEC
genre include Star Pravah, Zee Marathi,
Colors Marathi,  and Sony Marathi.
According to Pitch Madison Report 2021,
the Marathi regional channels had collected
` 900-1100 crore worth of ad revenue in 2020.

The company had plans to invest ` 150 crore in
launching Sun Marathi.

The company had invested ` 150 crore in Sun
Bangla in the first year of the channel's operation.

jaa rha hO ik kma-caairyaaoM kao ifr sao ]icat sqaana pr tOnaat ikyaa
jaae.saamairk xao~aoM maoM lagaBaga 50 enaalaa^ga ToroisT/yala TIvaI T/aMsamaITraoM
kao CaoD,kr p`saar BaartI 31 maaca- 2022 tk SaoYa Ap`cailat enaalaa^ga
T/asamaITraoM kao baMd kr dogaa.

p`saar BaartI nao iDijaTla TorisT/yala ba`a^DkaisTMga ko ilae
nao@sT jaona ba`a^DkasT saa^lyaUSanaÀraoDmaOp
ivakisat krnao ko ilae Aa[-Aa[-TI kanapur
ko saaqa krar ikyaa hO jaao 5jaI p`saarNa jaOsao
]Barto maanakaoM ko Anau$p hO̧  taik Da^yaro@T
TU maaobaa[la ba`a^DkaisTMga jaOsao nayao Aavaodna
kao saxama ikyaa jaa sako AaOr AaiT-ifiSayala

[MToilajaoMsa elgaaoirdma ko maaQyama sao nayao kMToMT ko Avasar pOda ikyaa
jaae.

halaaMik DIDI ÍIiDSa DITIeca ko maaQyama sao DIDI Asama saiht
dUrdSa-na ko saBaI caOnala AaOr k[- inajaI caOnala kao p`saar BaartI Wara pUro
Baart maoM ibanaa iksaI maaisak Saulk ko mauFt maoM ]plabQa krayao gayao
hOM.DIDI ÍI iDSa DITIeca caOnalaaoM kao ‘ÍI–TU–eyar maaoD’ maoM p`aPt krnao
ko ilae saoT Ta^p baa^@sa kao Kulao baajaar ko maaQyama sao KrIda jaa sakta
hO̧  ijasamaoM 120 sao AiQak ÍI TU eyar TIvaI caOnalaaoM tk phuMcanao ko ilae
ekmauSt inavaoSa ko saaqa k[- SaOixak caOnalaaoM ko saaqa–saaqa AakaSavaaNaI ko
40 sao AiQak saOTolaa[T roiDyaao caOnalaaoM kao p̀aPt ikyaa jaa sakta hO.

marazI ca Onala laa ^nca ikyaa sana TIvaI na omarazI ca Onala laa ^nca ikyaa sana TIvaI na omarazI ca Onala laa ^nca ikyaa sana TIvaI na omarazI ca Onala laa ^nca ikyaa sana TIvaI na omarazI ca Onala laa ^nca ikyaa sana TIvaI na o
sana TIvaI naoTvak- xao~Iya KMD maoM Apnaa ivastar kr rha hO

AaOr ]sanao Apnaa phlaa xao~Iya caOnala sana marazI laa^nca ikyaa hO.[sasao
phlao [sanao frvarI 2019 maoM sana baMglaa laa^nca ikyaa qaa.

sana marazI ÍI–TU–eyar ³efTIe´ caOnala hO AaOr DIDI
ÍI iDSa ko Alaavaa p`mauK DITIeca AaOr kobala PlaoTfama-
pr ]plabQa haogaa.marazI jaI[-saI KMD ko p̀mauK iKlaaiD,yaaoM
maoM sTar p`vaah¸ jaI marazI¸ klasa- marazI AaOr saaonaI
marazI Saaimala hO.ipca maOiDsana irpaoT- 2021 ko Anausaar
marazI xao~Iya caOnalaaoM nao 2020 maoM 900–1100 kraoD,
Épyao ka iva&apna rajasva Aija-t ikyaa.
kMpnaI kI sana marazI kao laa^nca krnao maoM 150 kraoD,

Épyao inavaoSa krnao kI yaaojanaa hO.
kMpnaI nao caOnala ko saMcaalana ko phlao saala maoM sana baMglaa maoM 150

kraoD, Épyao ka inavaoSa ikyaa qaa.
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Sun TV Network operates 33 channels across
five languages of Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam
and Bangla. It also owns and operates FM radio stations
across India. The company owns the IPL team Sun
Risers Hyderabad and the digital OTT platform Sun
NXT.

BARC TWEAKS RATING SYSTEM

BARC has in a major development tweaked its
rating system and confirmed its due compliance and
regulatory procedures for the augmented data reporting
standards are underway

The team at Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) has now concluded all
the development and testing work for
the tech comm approved solution and
is in  the process of completing the
requisite due compliance and regulatory
procedures required for the
implementation of the augmented data
reporting standards.

BARC had withheld the ratings earlier. The
spokesperson of BARC said "Our decisions are steered
entirely by the guidance and feedback from industry
that flows to us chiefly via the Board and Technical
Committee - both bodies having due representation
from a wide section of our subscribers."

The initial period of the review was for 8-12
weeks, but it has taken longer due to Tech Comm's
consultative approach to onboard views of stakeholders
and industry participants.

MOHIT ROY JOINS ABP NETWORK

ABP Network has appointed Mohit Roy
Sharma as Executive Editor. Mohit was earlier Group
Vice President,  Corporate
Communications at The Wave Group.
He has also worked at BARC India
as Vice President.

He was  with the India Today
group for almost 15 years as Sr. Editor at Aaj Tak and
India Today News Channels and as Editor, Outreach,
TV Today (now India Today).

sana TIvaI naoTvak- timala¸ tolaugaU̧  knnaD¸ malayaalama AaOr baMglaa
ko $p maoM paMca BaaYaaAaoM maoM 33 caOnalaaoM ka saMcaalana krta hO.yah pUro
Baart maoM efema roiDyaao sToSanaaoM ka BaI maailak hO AaOr ]naka saMcaalana
BaI krta hO.kMpnaI Aa[-pIela TIma sanara[jasa- hOdrabaad AaOr iDijaTla
AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- sana enae@saTI ka BaI maailak hO.

roiT Mga p`NaalaI ma o M badlaava ikyaa baIeAarsaI na or o iT Mga p`NaalaI ma o M badlaava ikyaa baIeAarsaI na or o iT Mga p`NaalaI ma o M badlaava ikyaa baIeAarsaI na or o iT Mga p`NaalaI ma o M badlaava ikyaa baIeAarsaI na or o iT Mga p`NaalaI ma o M badlaava ikyaa baIeAarsaI na o
baak- nao ek mah%vapUNa- isqait ivakasa maoM ApnaI roiTMga p`NaalaI

kao badla idyaa hO AaOr [sakI puiYT kI hO ik saMvaiQa-t DoTa irpaoiT-Mga
maanakaoM ko ilae [sako ]icat Anaupalana AaOr inayaamak p`iËyaayaoM cala
rhI hOM.

bàâDkasT AâiDyaMsa irsaca- ka]Misala ³baIeAarsaI´
kI TIma nao Aba Tok kâma Anaumaaoidt samaaQaana ko
ilae saBaI ivakasa AaOr prIxaNa kaya- kao pUra kr
ilayaa hO AaOr saMvaiQa-t DoTa irpao-iTMga maanakaoM ko kayaa-
nvayana ko ilae AavaSyak Apoixat Anaupalana AaOr
inayaamak p̀iËyaaAaoM kao pUra krnao kI p̀iËyaa maoM hO.
baIeAarsaI nao phlao roiTMga raok dI qaI. baIeAarsaI

ko p`va@ta nao kha ‘hmaaro inaNa-ya pUrI trh sao ]Vaoga sao maaga-dSa-na AaOr
p`itiËyaa sao saMcaailat haoto hOM jaao mau#ya $p sao baaoD- AaOr tknaIkI
saimait ko maaQyama sao hmaaro pasa Aato hOM–daonaaoM inakaya hmaaro ga`ahkaoM ko
ek ivastRt vaga- sao ]icat p`itinaiQa%va rKto hOM.’

samaIxaa kI p`arMiBak AvaiQa 8–12 saPtah ko ilae qaI¸ laoikna
Tok ka^ma ko ihtQaarkaoM AaOr ]Vaoga p`itBaaigayaaoM ko ivacaaraoM pr ivacaar
krnao ko ilae salaahkar dRiYTkaoNa ko karNa [samaoM AiQak samaya laga
gayaa.

ebaIpI na oTvak- sa o ja uD, o maa oiht ra^yaebaIpI na oTvak- sa o ja uD, o maa oiht ra^yaebaIpI na oTvak- sa o ja uD, o maa oiht ra^yaebaIpI na oTvak- sa o ja uD, o maa oiht ra^yaebaIpI na oTvak- sa o ja uD, o maa oiht ra^ya

ebaIpI naoTvak- nao maaoiht ra^ya Samaa- kao kaya-karI saMpadk
inayau@t ikyaa hO.maaoiht phlao d vaova ga`up maoM ga`up vaayasa p`oisaDoMT¸

ka^rpaoroT kmyauinakoSana qao.]nhaoMnao baak- [MiDyaa
maoM ]paQyaxa ko $p maoM kama ikyaa hO.
vao lagaBaga 15 vaYaao-M tk [MiDyaa TUDo samaUh ko
saaqa Aajatk AaOr [MiDyaa TUDo nyaUja caOnalsa maoM

saIinayar eiDTr ko $p maoM  AaOr saMpadk¸ Aa]TrIca¸ TIvaI TUDo ³Aba
[MiDyaa TUDó  ko $p maoM BaI kama ikyaa hO.
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SURGE IN TV ADS

The advertising volume of the retail sector
witnessed growth across media during the Jan-August
2021 period as compared to the same period last year.
According to the TAM AdEx data of the sector across
media, the ad volumes of the category on television
surged by 55% during Jan-Aug 2021
compared to the same period in the
previous year. The sector saw a
noticeable rise of 36% in ad space
in print media. Ad volumes on radio
for the retail sector grew by 62%,
and on digital mediums, the sector's
ad insertions increased significantly
by more than two times. 

The September THINK
Report analysed ads on TV during
the Ganesh Chaturthi week where ad
volumes grew 4% compared to the
previous four-week average and posted a healthy 28%
growth over 2019.

Ad Volumes on Television continue to post
healthy growth, with the July-Sept quarter registering
461 million seconds of advertising – which is the
highest this year – as per BARC India’s July -Sept 2021
Ad Volumes - Special Festival Edition THINK Report.
What is also significant is that the growth registered in
the quarter is broad-based, with channels across all
languages reporting higher ad volumes over the
corresponding period in previous years. 

TIvaI iva&apnaa o M ma o M ]CalaTIvaI iva&apnaa o M ma o M ]CalaTIvaI iva&apnaa o M ma o M ]CalaTIvaI iva&apnaa o M ma o M ]CalaTIvaI iva&apnaa o M ma o M ]Cala
ipClao saala kI [saI AvaiQa kI tulanaa maoM janavarI–Agast

2021 kI AvaiQa ko daOrana Kudra xao~ ko iva&apna maa~a maoM samast
maIiDyaa xao~ maoM vaRiw doKI gayaI.pUro maIiDyaa xao~ ko TOma eDe@sa DoTa
ko Anausaar¸ janavarI–Agast 2021 ko daOrana TolaIivajana pr EaoNaI ko

iva&apna kI maa~a ipClao vaYa- kI samaana AvaiQa
kI tulanaa maoM 55‰ baZ,I.[sa xao~ maoM ip`MT
maIiDyaa maoM iva&apna maoM 36‰ kI ]llaoKnaIya
baZ,aotrI dja- kI gayaI.Kudra xao~ ko ilae
roiDyaao pr iva&apna kI maa~a maoM 62‰ kI
vaRiw hu[- AaOr iDijaTla maaQyamaaoM pr¸ [sa xao~
ko iva&apna saimmalana maoM dao gaunaa sao AiQak kI
vaRiw hu[- hO.
isatMbar iqaMk irpaoT- nao gaNaoSa catuqaI- saPtah ko
daOrana TIvaI pr iva&apnaaoM ka ivaSlaoYaNa ikyaa
hO¸ jahaM ipClao caar saPtah ko AaOsat kI

tulanaa maoM iva&apna kI maa~a maoM 4‰ kI vaRiw hu[- AaOr 2019 maoM 28‰

kI svasqa vaRiw dja- kI gayaI.
baIeAarsaI [MiDyaa ko jaulaa[-–isatMbar 2021 ko iva&apna vaa^lyaUma

spoSala foisTvala eiDSana iqaMk irpaoT- ko Anausaar jaulaa[-–isatMbar itmaahI
maoM 461 imailayana saokoMD ka iva&apna dja- krnao ko saaqa TolaIivajana pr
iva&apna maa~a maoM AcCI vaRiw jaarI hO.yah BaI mah%vapUNa- hO ik itmaahI
maoM dja- kI gayaI vaRiw vyaapk AaQaairt hO ijasamaoM saBaI BaaYaaAaoM ko
caOnala ipClao vaYa- kI [saI AvaiQa kI tulanaa maoM AiQak iva&apna maa~a
kI irpaoT- kr rho hOM. 
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sabsaiËPSana drao M ma o M baZ,a otrI kI Amaojana na osabsaiËPSana drao M ma o M baZ,a otrI kI Amaojana na osabsaiËPSana drao M ma o M baZ,a otrI kI Amaojana na osabsaiËPSana drao M ma o M baZ,a otrI kI Amaojana na osabsaiËPSana drao M ma o M baZ,a otrI kI Amaojana na o
Amaojana nao ApnaI sabsaiËPSana draoM maoM 50‰ kI baZ,aotrI kI

hO.Amaojana ko ek p`va@ta kao ]dRt krto hue bayaana maoM kha gayaa hO
ik ‘Baart maoM p`a[ma maoMbariSap kI kImat 999Épyao sao 1499 Épyao
³vaaiYa-k yaaojanaa´¸ 329 Épyao sao 459 Épyao ³3 mahInao kI yaaojanaa´
AaOr 129 Épyao sao 179 Épyao ³maaisak sadsyata´ tk saMSaaoiQat kI
jaa rhI hO.’ p`va@ta nao batayaa ik Baart maoM p`a[ma maoMbariSap kI kImat
bahut jald badla jaayaogaI AaOr kMpnaI baad maoM kImat maoM badlaava kI

saTIk tarIK kI GaaoYaNaa krogaI.
p`a[ma vaIiDyaao ko Alaavaa p`a[ma
maoMbasa- kao p`a[ma myaUijak ka BaI
e@sa osa imalata hO¸ jaa o k[-
BaaYaaAaoM–AMga`ojaI¸ ihMdI¸ timala¸
tolaugaU̧  baMgaalaI AaOr Anya maoM 75
imailayana gaanaa o M ma o M AsaIimat
Aa^flaa[na Da]nalaaoD ko saaqa

iva&apna mau@t saMgaIt sT/IimaMga p`dana krta hO.p`a[ma maoMbasa- kao ÍI–[na
gaoma kMToMT jaOsao pa^var–APsa¸ e@sa@laUisava klaoi@Tbalsa¸ kOro@Tr¸
Aa]TifT\sa¸ isËnsa¸ qaIma [na gaoma kroMsaI AaOr laaokip̀ya maaobaa[la gaomsa maoM
AaOr BaI bahut kuC imalata hO̧  ijanhoM baar–baar irÍoSa ikyaa jaata hO.

Amaojana p`a[ma vaIiDyaao ka maukabalaa naoTiFlask¸ iDjnaI Plasa
ha^TsTar¸ saaonaIilava¸ vaUT AaOr jaI5 sao hO.halahI maoM iDjnaI Plasa
ha^TsTar nao BaI ApnaI saalaanaa sabsaiËPSana Saulk maoM baZ,aotrI kI qaI.
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AMAZON HIKES RATES

Amazon has hiked its subscription rates by
50%.“The price of Prime memberships in India is being
revised from ̀  999 to ̀  1,499 (annual plan), ̀  329 to ̀  459
(3-month plan), and ` 129 to ` 179 (monthly plan),” an
Amazon spokesperson has been quoted as saying. The
spokesperson added that the price of prime membership
in India will be changing very soon, and the company will
announce the exact date of the price change at a later
time.

Apart from Prime
Video, Prime members also
get access to Prime Music
which offers ad-free music
streaming with unlimited
offline downloads across
75 million songs in multiple
languages - English, Hindi,
Tamil, Punjabi, Telugu,
Bengali and more. Prime members also get access to free
in-game content like power-ups, exclusive collectibles,
characters, outfits, skins, themes, in-game currency and
more across popular mobile games, refreshed frequently.

Amazon Prime Video competes with Netflix,
Disney+ Hotstar, SonyLIV, Voot and ZEE5. Recently,
Disney+ Hotstar had also hiked its annual subscription
fee.

INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE
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Recently,  Amazon had launched OTT
marketplace Prime Video Channels in India. It
aggregates various OTT services for consumers in one
place. It has partnered with discovery+, Lionsgate Play,
Eros Now, Docubay, MUBI, hoichoi, Manorama Max,
and Shorts TV.

AIRTEL’S NEW GAMEPPLAN

Airtel as part of a new gameplan to expand its
services is launching Airtel Airtel IQ Video solution for
streaming platforms

Bharti Airtel has launched its
Video Platform as a Service (CPaaS)
‘Airtel IQ Video’ which leverages
Airtel’s resilient cloud, and cutting
edge video technologies. The
solution has been developed by
Airtel’s in-house engineering teams.

During the beta phase, Airtel IQ Video has also
been deployed by Eros Now and CG Telecom of Nepal.
Airtel is expecting to onboard 50+ brands on the platform
in the coming year as interest from the market has been
high.

INDIAN OTT MARKET GROWING

Indian OTT market is surpassing new records
and is expected to touch USD 12.5 billion by 2030, from
USD 1.5 billion, currently. The next
wave of growth in the OTT
landscape will come from tier II, III
and IV cities and regional languages
at the centre of this growth story.
Keeping these changing trends in
sight, existing regional OTTs are
looking to scale their technology
platforms to accommodate the rising
number of users. Traditional content
providers such as regional TV
broadcasters are looking to digitize
their content libraries through OTT
applications.

halahI maoM Amaojana nao Baart maoM AaoTITI maako-TPlaosa p`a[ma
vaIiDyaao caOnalsa laa^nca ikyao qao.yah ]pBaao@ta ko ilae ivaiBanna AaoTITI
saovaaAaoM kao ek sqaana pr eki~t krta hO.[sanao iDskvarI Plasa¸
laayaMsagaoT Plao̧  [raoja naa]¸ Dao@yaUbao̧  emayaUbaIAa[-̧  hao[-caao[-̧  manaaormaa
maO@sa AaOr Saa^T-\sa TIvaI ko saaqa saaJaodarI kI hO.

eyarTola kI nayaI yaa ojanaaeyarTola kI nayaI yaa ojanaaeyarTola kI nayaI yaa ojanaaeyarTola kI nayaI yaa ojanaaeyarTola kI nayaI yaa ojanaa
eyarTola nao ApnaI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar krnao ko ilae ek

gaomaPlaana ko ihssao ko $p maoM sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- ko ilae eyarTola eyarTola
Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao samaaQaana laa^nca kr rha hO.

BaartI eyarTola nao ApnaI vaIiDyaao PlaoTfa^ma- eOja
e saiva-sa ³saIpIeeesa´ ‘eyarTola Aa[-@yaU
vaIiDyaao’ ko $p maoM Apnaa vaIiDyaao PlaoTfa^ma-
laa^nca ikyaa hO jaao eyarTola ko lacaIlao @laa]D
AaOr A%yaaQauinak vaIiDyaao tknaIkaoM ka laaBa

]zata hO.samaaQaana eyarTola kI [na ha]sa [MjaIinayairMga TImaaoM Wara
ivakisat ikyaa gayaa hO.baITa carNa ko daOrana eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao
kao [raoja naa] AaOr naopala ko saIjaI TolaIka^ma Wara BaI lagaayaa gayaa
hO.eyarTola Aanaovaalao vaYa- maoM PlaoTfa^ma- pr 50 sao AiQak ba`aMDaoM kao
Saaimala krnao kI ]mmaId kr rha hO̧  @yaaoMik baajaar kI Aaor sao [samaoM
kafI $ica idKayaI jaa rhI hO.

baZ, rha hO BaartIya AaoTITI baajaarbaZ, rha hO BaartIya AaoTITI baajaarbaZ, rha hO BaartIya AaoTITI baajaarbaZ, rha hO BaartIya AaoTITI baajaarbaZ, rha hO BaartIya AaoTITI baajaar
BaartIya AaoTITI baajaar nayao irka^D- kao par kr rha hO AaOr

2030 tk 12º5 ibailayana AmaoirkI Da^lar tk phuMcanao kI ]mmaId hO̧
jaao ik vat-maana maoM 1º5 ibailayana AmaoirkI Da^lar
hO.AaoTITI pirdRSya maoM ivakasa kI AgalaI lahr
[sa ivakasa khanaI ko koMd` maoM iTyar 2¸ 3 AaOr
4 SahraoM AaOr xao~Iya BaaYaa [sa ivakasa kI gaaqaa
ko koMd` maoM haoMgao.[na badlato $JaanaaoM kao Qyaana maoM
rKto hue maaOjaUda xao~Iya AaoTITI ]pyaaogakta-
AaoM kI baZ,tI saM#yaa kao samaayaaoijat krnao ko
ilae Apnao tknaIkI PlaoTfa^ma- ka ivastar krnao
pr ivacaar kr rho hOM.parMpirk saamaga`I p`data
jaOsao xao~Iya TIvaI p`saark AaoTITI AavaodnaaoM kI

sahayata sao ApnaI saamaga`I laa[baòrI kao iDijaTa[jD krnaa caah rho hOM.
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NETFLIX SCALES UP REVENUES

Netflix is on a growth path and Asia Pacific is
the region which has provided the impetus for this
growth. Netflix Q3 rev up 16% to $7.5 bn, adds 4.4 mn
paid net subs. Netflix's Q3 revenue jumped 16% year-
over-year to $7.5 billion, while operating income rose
33% to $1.8 billion. The platform added 4.4 million paid
net adds vs. 2.2 million in Q3’20 on
the back of a stronger content slate.
Netflix had a lighter-than-normal
content slate in Q1 and Q2 due to
COVID-related production delays in
2020.

For the second consecutive
quarter, the APAC region was Netflix's
largest contributor to membership
growth, with 2.2 million paid net adds
(half of total paid net adds) as it
continues to improve the service in this region. In EMEA,
paid net adds of 1.8 million improved sequentially vs. the
188k in Q2 as several titles had a particularly strong impact.
The UCAN and LATAM regions grew paid memberships
more slowly.

Netflix  is now producing local TV and film in
approximately 45 countries and has built deep
relationships with creative communities around the world.
Squid Game, has become its biggest TV show ever.
Released on September 17, a mind-boggling 142 million
member households globally have chosen to watch the
title in its first four weeks.

na oTiFlask ka rajasva baZ,ana oTiFlask ka rajasva baZ,ana oTiFlask ka rajasva baZ,ana oTiFlask ka rajasva baZ,ana oTiFlask ka rajasva baZ,a
naoTiFlask ivakasa ko pqa pr hO AaOr eiSayaa p`SaaMt vah xao~

hO ijasanao [sa ivakasa kao gait p`dana kI hO.naoTiFlask @yaU3 16‰
baZ,kr 7º5 ibailayana AmaoirkI Da^lar hao gayaa¸ jabaik [sanao 4º4
imailayana poD naoT sabsaËa[bar kao jaaoD,a.naoTiFlask ka @yaU3 rajasva
16‰ saala dr saala baZ,kr 7º5 ibailayana Da^lar hao gayaa¸ jabaik
pircaalana Aaya 33‰ baZ,kr 1º8 ibailayana Da^lar hao gayaI.PlaoTfa^ma-

nao majabaUt kMToMT slaoT ko pICo @yaU3’20 maoM
4º4 imailayana poD naoT eD ko maukabalao 2º2
imailayana jaaoD,o.naoTiFlask nao 2020 maoM kaoivaD
sao saMbaMiQat ]%pad maoM dorI ko karNa @yaU1 va
@yaU2 maoM saamaanya sao hlka kMToMT slaoT qaa.
lagaatar dUsaro vaYa- epIesaI xao~ naoTiFlask ka
sabasao baD,a yaaogadanakta- qaa¸ ijasamaoM 2º2 imailayana
poD naoT eoD\sa ³kula poD naoT\sa eoD\sa ka AaQaa´
qaa¸ @yaaoMik yah [sa xao~ maoM saovaa maoM sauQaar krnao

kI p`iËyaa kao jaarI rKogaa.[-ema[-e maoM 1º8 imailayana kI poD naoT eoD\sa
Ëimak $p sao sauQarI hO.@yaU2 maoM 188ko kI tulanaa maoM k[- iKtabaaoM kao
ivaSaoYa $p sao majabaUt p`Baava qaa.yaUsaIeena AaOr elaeTIeema xao~aoM nao
Baugatana kI gayaI sadsyata kao AaOr AiQak QaIro–QaIro baZ,ayaa.

naoTiFlask Aba lagaBaga 45 doSaaoM maoM sqaanaIya TIvaI AaOr iflma
ka inamaa-Na kr rha hO AaOr [sanao duinayaaBar ko rcanaa%mak samaudayaaoM ko
saaqa gahro saMbaMQa banaayao hOM.is@vaD gaoma¸ [saka Aba tk ka sabasao baD,a
TIvaI Saao bana gayaa hO.17 isatMbar kao jaarI¸ ivaSvastr pr 142 imailayana
sadsya pirvaaraoM nao Apnao phlao caar saPtah maoM SaIYa-k doKnao ko ilae
caunaa hO.
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emae@sa Plaoyar na o baD,I va Riw dja- kIemae@sa Plaoyar na o baD,I va Riw dja- kIemae@sa Plaoyar na o baD,I va Riw dja- kIemae@sa Plaoyar na o baD,I va Riw dja- kIemae@sa Plaoyar na o baD,I va Riw dja- kI
emae@sa Plaoyar nao ApnaI AaoTITI saovaa Sau$ krnao ko dao saala

maoM gaUgala Plao sTaor pr ek Arba Da]nalaaoD ka AaMkD,a par kr ilayaa
hO.duinayaa Bar maoM kovala 15 gaOr–p`I[MsTa^lD eoPsa hOM ijanako ek ibailayana
Plasa sao AiQak Da]nalaaoD hO.

ek pòsa iva&iPt maoM emae@sa Plaoyar nao ilaKa¸ ‘maa[Ëaosaa^FT
vaD-̧  ska[p¸ Saoyar[T jaOsao Aa^ifsa TUlsa
AaOr sabavao saf-sa- AaOr kOMDI ËSa saagaa jaOsao
ivaSva p`isaw gaoma ko samaana laIga maoM rOMikMga¸
emae@sa Plaoyar Baart maoM 280 imailayana sao
AiQak maaisak saiËyao ]pyaaogakta-AaoM ko
saaqa sabasao laaokip`ya sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- hO
AaOr naoTiFlask ³duinayaa Bar maoḾ ¸ iT\vaTr¸
[MsTagàama¸ snaOpcaOT¸ iTkTâk AaOr spâiTfa[-
ko saaqa–saaqa ek ibailayana sao AiQak
Da]nalaaoD ko saaqa gaugala Plao eoPsa [sa

p`itiYzt saUcaI maoM Saaimala haonao vaalao kuC manaaorMjana ba`aMDaoM maoM sao ek hO.
emae@sa maIiDyaa ko saI[-Aao krNa baodI nao kha¸ ‘hma 1 ibailayana

Da]nalaaoD ka AaMkD,a par krnao ko ilae bahut ]%saaiht hOM¸ jaao
BaartIya dSa-kaoM ko ilae [sa PlaoTfa^ma- kao saBaI caIjaaoM ko manaaorMjana ko
ilae Apnao psaMdIda gaMtvya ko $p maoM Apnaanao ko ilae ek p̀SaMsaap~ hO.
laa^nca ko baad sao hmaara dRiYTkaoNa saccao Baart kao pUra krnao ka rha hO
AaOr hmaarI AaoTITI poSakSa ko laa^nca ko baad sao kovala dao vaYaao-M maoM̧  hma
[sa p`itiYzt vyaapar maIla ka p%qar haisala krnao maoM kamayaaba rho
hOM.hma Aanao vaalao BaivaYya maoM sammaaohk saamaga`I AaOr navaIna ]%pad
poSakSaaoM ko saaqa [sa gait kao jaarI rKnao kI AaSaa kr rho hOM.’ 

MX PLAYER REGISTERS MAJOR
GROWTH

MX Player has crossed one billion downloads on
the Google Play Store in over two years of having launched
its OTT service. There are only 15 non preinstalled apps,
worldwide, that have more than one billion+ downloads

In a press release, MX Player wrote, “Ranking in
the same league as office tools
such as Microsoft Word, Skype,
ShareIt and world-renowned games
like Subway Surfers and Candy
Crush Saga, MX Player is the most
popular streaming platform with
over 280 million monthly active
users in India and is one of the few
entertainment brands to feature on
this coveted list of Google Play apps
with more than one billion
downloads alongside Netflix (worldwide), Twitter,
Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, and Spotify to name a few.

Karan Bedi, CEO, MX Media, said, “We’re very
excited to have crossed the 1 billion downloads mark, which
is a testimonial to Indian audiences adopting this platform
as their preferred destination for all things entertainment.
Our vision since the launch has been to cater to the true
Bharat and in just over two years since the launch of our
OTT offering, we’ve managed to achieve this iconic
business milestone. We’re looking forward to continuing
this momentum on the back of compelling content and
innovative product offerings in the imminent future.” 
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CONSULTATION
PAPER ON “MARKET

STRUCTURE/
COMPETITION IN

CABLE TV SERVICES”
TRAI issues this Consultation paper to seek
the comments/views of the stakeholders on
monopoly/market dominance/competition

issues in cable TV services.

INTRODUCTION
Television is one of the most prominent mediums in

India for the transmission of information, news,
entertainment, etc. The television broadcasting and
distribution services in India mainly comprises of Cable
Television Services (Cable TV), Direct-to-Home (DTH)
services, Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) services,
Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS) services, and terrestrial TV
services provided by Doordarshan, the public broadcaster.
The value chain of TV channel distribution through Cable,
DTH, IPTV, and HITS platforms is depicted in Figure 1.

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
vide its letter dated 12th December 2012 (Annexure 1)
had sought recommendations of the Authority (TRAI)
under Section 11(1)(a) of the TRAI Act, 1997, on the
issues related to monopoly/market dominance in the cable

Figure 1.: Broadcasting and Distribution Value Chain

‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM‘kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM
maoM baajaarmaoM baajaarmaoM baajaarmaoM baajaarmaoM baajaar

saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’
pr pramaSa- p~pr pramaSa- p~pr pramaSa- p~pr pramaSa- p~pr pramaSa- p~

T/a[- kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar
p`Bau%vaÀp`itspQaa- ko mau_aoM pr ihtQaarkaoM kI
iTPpiNayaaoMÀivacaar p`aPt krnao ko ilae yah

pramaSa- p~ jaarI krta hO.
pircay apircay apircay apircay apircay a

TolaIivajana saUcanaa¸ samaacaar¸ manaaorMjana Aaid ko p`saarNa ko ilae
Baart maoM sabasao p`mauK maaQyamaaoM maoM sao ek hO.Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa
AaOr ivatrNa saovaaAaoM maoM mau#ya $p sao kobala TolaIivajana saovaayaoM ³kobala
TIvaI´¸ Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´¸ [MTrnaoT p`aoTaoka^la TolaIivajana
³Aa[-pITIvaI´ saovaayaoM¸ hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ saovaayaoM AaOr
saava-jainak p`saark dUrdSa-na Wara p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI TorisT/yala TIvaI
saovaayaoM Saaimala hO.kobala¸ DITIeca¸ Aa[-pITIvaI AaOr ihT\sa PlaoTfa^ma- ko
maaQyama sao TIvaI caOnala ivatrNa kI maUlya EaRMKlaa kao ica~ 1 maoM dSaa-yaa gayaa
hO.

saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ nao idnaaMk 12 idsaMbar
2012 ³Anaulagnak 1´ ko Apnao p~ ko maaQyama sao T/a[- AiQainayama¸
1997 kI Qaara 11 ³1´³e´ ko tht p`aiQakrNa sao kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM
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TV services. The reference states that in view of the fact
that the cable TV distribution is virtually monopolized
by a single entity in some states, it has become necessary
to examine whether there is a need to bring in certain
reasonable restrictions on Multi System Operators
(MSOs) and Local Cable operators (LCOs), including
restricting their area of operation or restricting the
subscriber base to prevent monopoly. TRAI had,
therefore, been requested to provide its recommendations
under Section 11(1)(a) of the TRAI Act on the following:

“In order to ensure fair competition, improved
quality of service, and equity, should any restriction
be imposed on MSOs/LCOs to prevent monopolies/
accumulation of interest? If yes, what restrictions
should be imposed and what should be the form,
nature, and scope of such restrictions? Accordingly,
amendments required in the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) 1995 Act and Rules framed
thereunder may also be suggested.”
After following a due consultation process, the

Authority issued its recommendations on Monopoly/
Market dominance in the cable TV services on 26th
November 2013 (Recommendations are available on
www.trai.gov.in).

TRAI has now received a back reference dated 19th
February 2021 from MIB (Annexure 2) mentioning therein
that a considerable time has passed since the
recommendations were made and that the media and
entertainment (M&E) landscape has changed drastically,
particularly with the advent of new digital technologies in
this sector, and, therefore, MIB felt that some of the issues
need further consideration by the Authority and it may
provide a fresh set of recommendations in the matter looking
at the subsequent developments/expansion in the M&E
sector.

Accordingly, TRAI issues this Consultation paper
to seek the comments/views of the stakeholders on
monopoly/market dominance/ competition issues in cable
TV services. Chapter 2 discusses overview of broadcasting
sector in India and the level of competition in television
distribution. Chapter 3 discusses monopoly/market
dominance/competition issues in the cable TV industry.
Summary of the issues for consultation has been provided
in Chapter 4. Measures used to assess market concentration
have been explained in Appendix I. International experience
on cable TV distribution and guidelines on mergers and
acquisitions are appended as Appendix II and Appendix III
respectively.

maoM baajaar dbadbaaÀekaiQakar sao saMbaMiQat mau_aoM pr isafairSaaoM kI maaMga kI
qaI.saMdBa- maoM kha gayaa hO ik [sa tqya kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue ik kuC
rajyaaoM maoM kobala TIvaI ivatrNa pr ek hI [ka[- ka ekaiQakar hO̧  yah
jaaMcanaa ja$rI hao gayaa hO ik @yaa malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM ³emaesaAaó
AaOr sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ³elasaIAao´ pr kuC ]icat p`itbaMQa
lagaanao kI AavaSyakta hO̧  ijasamaoM ]sako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat krnaa
yaa ga`ahk AaQaar kao p`itbaMiQat krnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae
ga`ahk AaQaar kao p`itbaMiQat krnaa Saaimala hO.[sailae T/a[- nao inamnailaiKt
pr T/a[- AiQainayama kI Qaara 11 ³1´³e´ ko tht ApnaI isafairSaoM
p`dana krnao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa gayaa qaa:

‘inaYpxa p̀itspQaa-̧  saovaa kI baohtr gauNava<aa AaOr [i@vaTI sauinaiScat
krnao ko ilae¸ @yaa ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcaya kao raoknao ko
ilae emaesaAaoÀelasaIAao pr kao[- p`itbaMQa lagaayaa jaanaa caaiheÆ
yaid haM̧  tao kaOna saa p`itbaMQa lagaayaa jaanaa caaihe AaOr eosao
p̀itbaMQaaoM ka sva$p¸ p̀kRit AaOr dayara @yaa haonaa caaiheÆtdnausaar¸
kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ 1995 AiQainayama AaOr
]sako tht banaayao gayao inayamaaoM maoM AavaSyak saMSaaoQanaaoM ka sauJaava
BaI idyaa jaa sakta hO.’
ek ]icat pramaSa- p`iËyaa ka palana krnao ko baad p`aiQakrNa nao

26 navaMbar 2013 kao kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va
pr ApnaI isafairSaoM jaarI kI ³isafairSaoM www.trai.gov.in pr ]plabaQa
hO´.

T/a[- kao Aba emaAa[-baI ³Anaulagnak 2´ sao 19 frvarI 2021
kao ek baOk roÍoMsa p`aPt huAa hO ijasamaoM ]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO isafairSa
krnao ko samaya sao laokr Aba tk kafI samaya baIt cauka hO AaOr maIiDyaa
va manaaorMjana ³emaeMD[-́  pirdRSya maoM kafI badlaava Aayaa hO̧  ivaSaoYa $p
sao [sa xao~ maoM nayaI iDijaTla tknaIikyaaoM ko Aagamana ko saaqa¸ AaOr
[sailae¸ emaAa[-baI nao mahsaUsa ikyaa ik kuC mau_aoM pr p`aiQakrNa Wara
AaOr ivacaar krnao kI AavaSyakta hO AaOr yah ema eMD [- xao~ ko baad ko
ivakasaÀivastar kao doKto hue maamalao maoM isafairSaaoM ka ek nayaa saoT
p`dana kr sakta hO.

[sako Anausaar¸ T/a[- kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar
p`Bau%vaÀp`itspQaa- ko mau_aoM pr ihtQaarkaoM kI iTPpiNayaaoMÀivacaar p`aPt
krnao ko ilae yah pramaSa- p~ jaarI krta hO.AQyaaya 2 Baart maoM p`saarNa
xao~ ko Avalaaokna AaOr TolaIivajana ivatrNa maoM p`itspQaa- ko str pr cacaa-
krta hO.AQyaaya 3 kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga mao M ekaiQakarÀbaajaar
p`Bau%vaÀp`itspQaa- ko mau_aoM pr cacaa- krta hO.pramaSa- ko ilae mau_aoM ka
saaraMSa AQyaaya 4 maoM p`dana ikyaa gayaa hO.baajaar saMkoMd`Na ka Aaklana
krnao ko ilae ]pyaaoga ikyao gayao ]payaaoM kao piriSaYT 1 maoM samaJaayaa gayaa hO.
kobala TIvaI ivatrNa AaOr AMtrraYT/Iya AnauBava AaOr ivalaya yaa AiQagàhNa pr
idSaainado-Sa ËmaSa: piriSaYT II AaOr piriSaYT III ko $p maoM saMlagna hO.
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OVERVIEW OF
BROADCASTING SECTOR

AND THE LEVEL OF
COMPETITION IN

TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION
The Indian Media & Entertainment (M&E) industry

is a sunrise sector for the economy. It has shown
tremendous growth over the years. The sector grew from
INR 1.026 trillion in 2014 to INR 1.38 trillion in 2020. Further,
with digitization and evolution of broadband networks, the
sector offers huge potential for increased demand and
business revenues.

Television continues to be the major contributor to
the revenue of M&E sector. As per FICCI EY report
published in March 2021 television registered a revenue of
INR 685 billion in 2020. Figure 2 reflects the contribution of
all segments in total M&E sector revenue:

The broadcasting
sector in the country has
witnessed significant
growth over the last two
decades. Both the
Government and the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) have been
steadfast in promoting
plurality of broadcasting
channels and multiple
distribution platforms to
ensure that consumers have
a choice of services. The
multiple platforms have also
ensured competitive market
leading to affordability. At an
average price of $~5.5, Indian consumer pays around 20 to
25% as compared to a TV consumer in UK, USA, Thailand,
or Malaysia.

India’s television industry stands at INR 68,500
crores in 2020 as compared to INR 78,800 crores in 2019.
Subscription revenues account for around 60-65% of the
overall industry revenue. Subscription revenues has
fallen from INR 46,800 crores in 2019 to INR 43,400 crores
in 2020. On a similar note, advertisement revenue during
2020 was INR 25,100 crores as compared to INR 32,000
crores in 2019. The decline is mainly attributable to the
COVID 19. However, as the spread of coronavirus is
reducing, the television industry is registering an upward

Figure 2.: Segment wise Revenue of M&E industry (2020)
(All figures are gross of taxes (INR in billion) for

calendar years | EY estimates)

p`saarNa xao~ ka Avalaaoknap`saarNa xao~ ka Avalaaoknap`saarNa xao~ ka Avalaaoknap`saarNa xao~ ka Avalaaoknap`saarNa xao~ ka Avalaaokna
AaOr TolaIivajana p`saarNa mao MAaOr TolaIivajana p`saarNa mao MAaOr TolaIivajana p`saarNa mao MAaOr TolaIivajana p`saarNa mao MAaOr TolaIivajana p`saarNa mao M

p`itspQaa- ka strp`itspQaa- ka strp`itspQaa- ka strp`itspQaa- ka strp`itspQaa- ka str
BaartIya maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ³emaeMD[-́  ]Vaoga Aqa-vyavasqaa

ko ilae ek ]Barta huAa xao~ hO.[sanao ipClao kuC vaYaao-M mao jabardst
baZ,aotrI dja- kI hO.yah xao~ 2014 maoM 1º026 iT/ilayana Épyao sao baZ,kr
2020 maoM 1º38 iT/ilayana Épyao hao gayaa hO.[sako Alaavaa ba`a^DbaOMD
naoTvak- ko iDijaTlaIkrNa AaOr ivakasa ko saaqa¸ yah xao~ baZ,I hu[- maaMga
AaOr vyavasaaiyak rajasva ko ilae baD,I saMBaavanaayaoM p`dana krta hO.

emaeMD[- xao~ ko rajasva maoM TolaIivajana ka p`mauK yaaogadana hO.maaca-
2012 maoM p`kaiSat if@kI [-vaa[- irpaoT- ko Anausaar TolaIivajana nao 2020
maoM 685 ibailayana Épyao ka rajasva dja- ikyaa.ica~ 2 kula emaeMD[- xao~
ko rajasva maoM saBaI KMDaoM ko yaaogadana kao dSaa-ta hO:

doSa maoM p`saarNa xao~ nao ipClao dao
dSakaoM maoM ]llaoKnaIya vaRiw doKI
hO.sarkar AaOr BaartIya dUrsaMcaar
inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ daonaaoM
hI p`saarNa caOnalaa o M AaOr k[-
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^maao- M kI bahulata
kao baZ,avaa donao ko ilae dRZ, rho
hOM taik yah sauinaiScat ikyaa jaa
sako ik ]pBaao@taAaoM ko pasa
sa ovaaAao M ka ivaklp hO.k[-
PlaoTfamaao- M nao p`itspQaa- baajaar
kao sauinaiScat ikyaa hO ijasasao
vahna krnao kI xamata baZ, gayaI

hO.5º5 Da^lar kI AaOsat maUlya pr BaartIya ]pBaao@ta yaUko¸ yaUesa¸
qaa[-laOMD va malaoiSayaa maoM TolaIivajana ]pBaao@taAaoM kI tulanaa maoM lagaBaga
20 sao 25‰ ka Baugatana krta hO.

Baart ka TolaIivajana ]Vaoga 2019 maoM 78800 kraoD, Épyao kI
tulanaa maoM 2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épyao ka hO.sabsaËIPSana rajasva kula
]Vaoga rajasva ka lagaBaga 60–65‰ hO.sabsaËIPSana rajasva 2019 maoM
46800 kraoD, Épyao sao GaTkr 2020 maoM 43400 kraoD, Épyao rh
gayaa.ibalkula [saI tja- pr 2019 maoM 32000 kraoD, Épyao kI iva&apna
rajasva kI tulanaa maoM 2020 maoM yah GaTkr 25100 kraoD, Épyao rh
gayaa.yah igaravaT mau#ya $p sao kaoivaD–19 ko karNa huAa.halaaMik jaOsao
kaoraonaavaayarsa ka p`saar kma hao rha hO̧  TolaIivajana ]Vaoga kafI tojaI sao
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movement and the situation is improving. As per a latest
report issued by the Broadcast Audience Research
Council, India (BARC) in June 2021, in the first half of
2021, weekly TV Viewership stood at an average of 921
billion viewing minutes.

The traditional broadcasting and cable TV sector
comprise of broadcasters, cable TV services (MSO and
LCO), DTH services, terrestrial TV services, HITS services,
IPTV services, and broadcast radio services. Commensurate
with the growth in the subscriber base, the number of
platforms and service providers have increased.

Since the advent of the regulatory regime in 2004,
the technology and ecosystem has evolved from
analogue in 2004 to the digital mode by March 2017. The
quality of analogue transmission was poor; hence
consumers did not receive high quality services. Various
stakeholders, especially the broadcasters, had serious
concerns as the number of viewers could not be correctly
ascertained in the analogue network. To address these
issues, MIB, pursuant to the recommendation of TRAI,
amended the Cable Television Regulation Act (1995) in
2011 to enforce implementation of Digital Addressable
System (DAS). Digitization of Cable TV means that cable
network delivers digital signal to consumers’ doorstep.
With this technology subscribers get superior picture
and sound quality, a large bouquet of channels and choice
of channel. DAS also opens possibilities of introducing
other services such as games and movies on demand.
The process of digitization started in India in 2012 and
culminated in March 2017.

In the DAS-based TV services value chain, a
broadcaster uplinks signals of the television channel to a
satellite in encrypted form. The distributor receives the
signals from the satellite and decodes them using the
decoder provided by the broadcaster. After processing and
merging the TV Channel signals of multiple broadcasters
and platform services, the distributor encrypts the combined
signals and retransmits it further, either directly or through
the local cable operator, to the customer. The distributor
could be a MSO, a DTH operator, a HITS operator, or an
IPTV operator.

To enable the Indian broadcasting sector to realize
the gains of digitization, TRAI, after due consultation
process, published a comprehensive regulatory framework
for DAS on 3rd March 2017. This framework comprised of
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017,
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services

baZ,aotrI dja- kr rha hO AaOr isqait maoM sauQaar hao rha hO.ba`a^DkasT
Aa^iDyaMsa irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´ Wara jaUna 2021 maoM jaarI
ek navaInatma irpaoT- ko Anausaar 2021 kI phlaI CmaahI maoM saPtaihk
TIvaI vyaUAriSap AaOsatna 921 ibailayana vyaU[Mga imanaT qaa.

parMpirk p`saarNa AaOr kobala TIvaI xao~ maoM p`saarNa¸ kobala TIvaI
saovaayaoM ³emaesaAao va elasaIAaó ¸ DITIeca saovaayaoM̧  ToroisT/yala TIvaI saovaayaoM̧
ecaAa[-TIesa saovaayaoM¸ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM AaOr p`saarNa roiDyaao saovaayaoM
Saaimala hO.ga`ahk AaQaar maoM vaRiw ko Anau$p¸ PlaoTfa^maao-M AaOr saovaa
p`dataAaoM kI saM#yaa maoM vaRiw hu[- hO.

2004 maoM inayaamak vyavasqaa ko Aagamana ko baad tknaIkI AaOr
pairisqaitkI tM~ 2004 maoM enaalaa^ga sao maaca- 2017 tk iDijaTla maaoD maoM
ivakisat huAa hO.enaalaa^ga T/aMsaimaSana kI gauNava<aa Kraba qaI¸ [sailae
]pBaao@taAaoM kao ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI saovaayaoM nahIM imalaI.ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM̧
ivaSaoYa $p sao p`saarkaoM kao gaMBaIr icaMta qaI @yaaoMik enaalaa^ga naoTvak- maoM dSa-
kaoM kI sahI saM#yaa ka pta lagaana mauiSkla qaa.[na mau_aoM kao hla krnao ko
ilae¸ emaAa[-baI¸ T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM ko Anausaar iDijaTla eD/osaobala
isasTma ³DIeesa´ ko kayaa-nvayana kao laagaU krnao ko ilae 2011 maoM kobala
TolaIivajana ivainayamana AiQainayama¸ ³1995´ maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa.kobala
TIvaI ko iDijaTa[jaoSana ka matlaba hO ik kobala naoTvak- ]pBaao@taAaoM ko
drvaajao tk iDijaTla isaganala phuMcaata hO.[sa tknaIkI ko saaqa ga`ahkaoM
ko baohtr vaIiDyaao va Aa^iDyaao kI gauNava<aa¸ caOnalaaoM ka baD,a bauko AaOr
caOnala ka ivaklp imalata hO.DIeesa ko tht maaMga pr gaoma AaOr maUvaI
jaOsaI Anya saovaaAaoM kao Sau$ krnao kI BaI saMBaavanaayaoM BaI Kaolata hO.Baart
maoM iDijaTlaIkrNa kI p`iËyaa 2012 maoM Sau$ hu[- AaOr maaca- 2017 maoM samaaPt
hu[-.

DIeesa AaQaairt TIvaI saovaa maUlya EaRMKlaa maoM¸ ek p`saark
TolaIivajana caOnala ko isaganalaaoM kao einËPToD $p maoM ek saOTolaa[T sao
ApilaMk krta hO.ivatrk saOTolaa[T sao isaganala p`aPt krta hO AaOr
p`saark Wara p`dana ikyao gayao iDkaoDr ka ]pyaaoga krko ]nhoM iDkaoD
krta hO.k[- p`saarkaoM AaOr PlaoTfa^ma- saovaaAaoM ko TIvaI caOnala isaganalaaoM
kao saMsaaiQat AaOr ivalaya krnao ko baad¸ ivatrk saMyau@t isaganalaaoM kao
einËPT krta hO AaOr [sao saIQao yaa sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ko maaQyama sao
ga`ahkaoM kao Aagao Baojata hO.ivatrk emaesaAao̧  DITIeca Aa^proTr¸ ihT\sa
Aa^proTr yaa Aa[-pITIvaI Aa^proTr hao sakta hO.

BaartIya p`saarNa xao~ kao iDijaTlaIkrNa ko laaBaaoM ka ehsaasa
krnao maoM saxama banaanao ko ilae T/a[- nao ]icat pramaSa- p`iËyaa ko baad¸ 3
maaca- 2017 kao DIeesa ko ilae ek vyaapk inayaamak ZaMcaa p`kaiSat
ikyaa.[sa Z,aMcao maoM dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaayaoM [MTrknao@Sana
³eD/osaobala isasTma´ ivainayama¸ 2017¸ dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´
saovaa kI gauNava<aa ko maanak AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa ³eD/osaobala isasTma´
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Standards of Quality of Service and Consumer Protection
(Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017, and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
(Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff Order, 2017, for
providing broadcasting services. This framework was
notified in March 2017. However, it came into effect from
29th December 2018 after satisfying legal challenges /
pronouncements.

PRESENT STATUS OF THE INDIAN CABLE TV
INDUSTRY

The cable TV operations are governed by the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, (hereinafter
referred to as the Cable TV Act) and the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994 (hereinafter referred to as the Cable
TV Rules).

The Cable Television business observed hyper-
growth in 1990 with the demand for foreign channels
during the Gulf war. The economic liberalization in 1991
that simplified the process to procure and install satellite
antenna further fueled the growth. The launch of Star TV
and Zee TV in 1992 further fueled the spread of cable TV.
According to a study conducted by the market research
firm, Frank Small (study conducted for Star TV), from a
mere 412,000 cable TV homes in January 1992, the number
of cable homes went up to 1.2 million by November 1992.
Subsequently, as the demand and supply for television
channels increased significantly, many cable operators
came together and joined hands to reap benefits from
economies of scale and attain a better negotiating power.

With the introduction of DAS, Government has
amended the Cable Television Networks Rules by issuing
the Cable Television Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2012
on 28th April 2012, according to which a MSO operating
in DAS notified areas is required to obtain necessary
permission from MIB in addition to registering as a cable
operator. Under sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Cable
TV Act, for operating a cable television network, a person
is required to register as a cable operator with the
registering authority. The Head Postmaster of the Head
Post Office of the local area has been notified as the
registering authority for local cable operators.

The Cable TV Act and the Cable TV Rules do not
restrict the number of MSOs/LCOs operating in any
specific area. There are a few large MSOs which operate
in multiple states/Union territories, while other MSOs
operate either on a regional level or in a smaller area. In
the initial stages of digitization, MSO registrations were
given for specific city, town, state, or PAN India, in DAS

ivainayama¸ 2017 AaOr p`saarNa saovaayaoM p`dana krnao ko ilae dUrsaMcaar
³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa kI gauNava<aa ko maanak AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa
³eD/osaobala isasTma´ ivainayama¸ 2017 AaOr dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´
saovaayaoM ³AazvaaḾ ³eD/osaobala isasTmsa´ TOirf AadoSa 2017 Saaimala hO.[sa
Z,aMcao kao maaca- 2017 maoM AiQasaUicat ikyaa gayaa qaa.halaaMik yah kanaUnaI
caunaaOityaaoMÀGaaoYaNaaAaoM kao pUra krnao ko baad 29 idsaMbar 2018 sao laagaU
huAa.

BaartIya kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI vat-maana isqaitBaartIya kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI vat-maana isqaitBaartIya kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI vat-maana isqaitBaartIya kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI vat-maana isqaitBaartIya kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI vat-maana isqait
kobala TIvaI saMcaalana¸ kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´

AiQainayama 1995 ³[sako baad kobala TIvaI AiQainayama ko $p maoM
saMdiBa-t´ AaOr kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayama¸ 1994 ³[sako baad
kobala TIvaI AiQainayama ko $p maoM saMdiBa-t´ Wara Saaisat haoto hOM.

1990 maoM KaD,I yauw ko daOrana ivadoSaI caOnalaaoM kI maaMga ko saaqa
kobala TolaIivajana vyavasaaya maoM A%yaiQak vaRiw dja- kI gayaI.1991 maoM
Aaiqa-k ]darIkrNa¸ ijasanao saOTolaa[T eMTInaa kI KrId AaOr sqaaipt
krnao kI p`iËyaa kao sarla banaayaa¸ nao ivakasa kao AaOr baZ,avaa idyaa.1992
maoM sTar TIvaI AaOr jaI TIvaI ko laa^nca nao kobala TIvaI ko p`saar kao AaOr
baZ,avaa idyaa.maako-T irsaca- fma-̧  ÍOMk smaa^la ³sTar TIvaI ko ilae ikyaa
gayaa AQyayana´ Wara ikyao gayao AQyayana ko Anausaar janavarI 1992 maoM
kovala 412¸000 kobala TIvaI GaraoM sao navaMbar 1992 tk kobala GaraoM kI
saM#yaa 1º2 imailayana hao gayaI.[sako baad¸ jaOsao hI TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko
ilae maaMga AaOr AapUit- maoM ]llaoKnaIya vaRiw hu[-̧  k[- kobala Aa^proTr ek
saaqa Aayao AaOr baD,o pOmaanao ko Aqa-vyavasqaaAaoM sao laaBa p`aPt krnao AaOr
baohtr baatcaIt Sai@t p`aPt krnao ko ilae haqa imalaayaa.

DIeesa kI Sau$Aat ko saaqa sarkar nao 28 ApÒla 2012 kao
kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³saMSaaoQana´ inayama¸ 2012 jaarI krko kobala
TolaIivajana naoTvak- inayamaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa hO̧  ijasako Anausaar DIeesa
AiQasaUicat xao~aoM maoM kaya-rt ek emaesaAao kao kobala Aa^proTr ko $p maoM
pMjaIkrNa ko Alaavaa emaAa[-baI sao AavaSyak Anaumait p`aPt krnao kI
AavaSyakta haotI hO.kobala TIvaI AiQainayama kI Qaara 4 kI ]p–Qaara
³1´ ko tht¸ kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko saMcaalana ko ilae ek vyai@t
kao pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakarI ko saaqa kobala Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa
krnaa AavaSyak hO.sqaanaIya xao~ ko p`Qaana DakGar ko p`Qaana Dakpala
kao sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilae pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakarI ko $p maoM
AiQasaUicat ikyaa gayaa hO.

kobala TIvaI AiQainayama AaOr kobala TIvaI inayama iksaI ivaiSaYT
xao~ maoM kaya-rt emaesaAaoÀelasaIAao kI saM#yaa kao saIimat nahIM krto
hOM.kuC baD,o emaesaAao hOM jaao k[- rajyaaoMÀkoMd` Saaisat p`doSaaoM maoM kaya-
krto hOM̧  jabaik Anya emaesaAao yaa tao xao~Iya str pr yaa CaoTo xao~ maoM
kama krto hOM.iDijaTlaIkrNa ko p`arMiBak carNaaoM maoM̧  Aavaodk emaesaAao
Wara ]llaoiKt DIeesa AiQasaUicat xao~aoM maoM ivaiSaYT Sahr¸ ksbao̧  rajya yaa



SATELLITE & CABLE TV JANUARY 202124 SATELLITE & CABLE TV NOVEMBER 2021

CONSULTATION PAPER

notified areas as mentioned by the applicant MSO.
However, vide a circular dated 27th January 2017, MIB
conveyed that all registered MSOs are free to operate in
any part of the country.

With the implementation of DAS, the business model
of MSOs has undergone a change. Earlier, Local Cable
Operators could insert local television channels/ platform
channels. However, pursuant to implementation of DAS, all
the channels received from the broadcasters, or the platform
channels are to be encrypted together by the MSO before
transmission to the LCO of the consumers. The MSO
maintains a Subscriber Management System (SMS) where
details about each customer and his/her channel preferences
are stored. All the channels are now decrypted at the
customer end through a set top box (STB) configured by
the MSO, as per the authorisation via CAS/SMS. Therefore,
in the DAS environment, MSOs maintain the record of
consumers and their preferences.

IMPACT OF NEW REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
ON MARKET STRUCTURE

Previously (prior to 2017), many MSOs faced serious
competitive pressure due to discriminatory pricing and
discounting strategies adapted by the broadcasters. It was
very hard for small- and medium-sized MSOs to negotiate
competitive deals with broadcasters. Though the then extant
regulations provided for Reference Interconnect Offer (RIO)
based pricing mechanism, the same was made infructuous
through negotiated fixed fee deals. Widespread
discrimination prevailed in the market. Several other
malpractices prevailed in the market like tax avoidance and
poor tax compliance, non-provisioning of consumer choice,
discriminatory demands for carriage fee, etc., in the old
framework.

TRAI issued the new regulatory framework for the
broadcasting sector on 3rd March 2017, which was
implemented in December 2018. This new regulatory
framework has been quite effective in maintaining level-
playing-field, reducing litigations among stakeholders, and
providing fair opportunities to smaller MSOs. As per the
2017 regulatory framework, broadcasters have been
mandated to publish an RIO giving transparent and non-
discriminatory terms, including discounts (if any) based on
measurable parameters. This enables every distributor in
getting non-discriminatory deals on a transparent basis.
Broadcasters are mandated to enter into agreements with
the distributors based on RIO.

Distributors are empowered as under the ‘must
provide’ provision. They can now sign and send the RIO

pOna [MiDyaa ko ilae emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa idyao gayao qao.halaaMik 27 janavarI
2017 kao ek pirp~ ko maaQyama sao emaAa[-baI nao batayaa ik saBaI pMjaIkRt
emaesaAao doSa ko iksaI BaI ihssao maoM kama krnao ko ilae svatM~ hOM.

DIeesa ko laagaU haonao sao emaesaAao ko ibajanaosa maa^Dla maoM badlaava
Aayaa hO.[sasao phlao¸ sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTr sqaanaIya TolaIivajana
caOnalaÀPlaoTfa^ma- caOnala saimmailat kr sakto qao.halaaMik DIeesa ko kayaa-
nvayana ko AnausarNa maoM̧  p`saarkaoM sao p`aPt saBaI caOnalaaoM yaa PlaoTfa^ma- caOnalaaoM
kao ]pBaao@taAaoM ko elasaIAao kao T/aMsaimaSana sao phlao emaesaAao Wara ek
saaqa einËPT ikyaa jaanaa hO.emaesaAao ek sabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTma
³esaemaesa´ rKta hO jahaM p`%yaok ga`ahk AaOr ]sakI caOnala p`aqaimaktaAaoM
ko baaro maoM ivavarNa saMga`hIt ikyaa jaata hO.saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko maaQyama
sao p`aiQakrNa ko Anausaar saBaI caOnala Aba emaesaAao Wara ka^infgaur ikyao
gayao saoT Ta^p baa^@sa ³esaTIbaI´ ko maaQyama sao ga`ahk kI Aaor sao iDiËPT
ikyao gayao hOM.[sailae DIeesa ko vaatavarNa maoM̧  emaesaAao ]pBaao@taAaoM
AaOr ]nakI p`aqaimaktaAaoM ka irka^D- rKto hOM.
baajaar sa Mrcanaa pr naya o inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka p`Baavabaajaar sa Mrcanaa pr naya o inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka p`Baavabaajaar sa Mrcanaa pr naya o inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka p`Baavabaajaar sa Mrcanaa pr naya o inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka p`Baavabaajaar sa Mrcanaa pr naya o inayaamak Z,a Mca o ka p`Baava

[sasao phlao ³2017 sao phlaó ¸ k[- emaesaAao kao p`saarkaoM Wara
ApnaayaI gayaI BaodBaavapUNa- maUlya inaQaa-rNa AaOr CUT kI rNanaIityaaoM ko
karNa gaMBaIr p`itspQaI- dbaava ka saamanaa krnaa pD,ta qaa.CaoTo AaOr
maQyama Aakar ko emaesaAao ko ilae p`saarkaoM ko saaqa p`itspQaI- saaOdaoM pr
baatcaIt krnaa bahut kizt qaa.halaaMik ]sa samaya ko maaOjaUda inayama
roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr ³AarAa[-Aaó  AaQaairt maUlya inaQaa-rNa tM~ ko
ilae p`dana ikyao gayao qao̧  [sao baatcaIt ko jairyao tya Saulk saaOdaoM ko
maaQyama sao inaYfla banaa idyaa gayaa qaa.baajaar maoM vyaapk BaodBaava vyaaPt
qaa.k[- Anya kdacaar baajaar maoM p`cailat qao̧  jaOsao kr sao bacaava AaOr
Kraba kr Anaupalana¸ ]pBaao@ta kI psaMd ka p`avaQaana na krnaa¸ kOirja
Saulk ko ilae BaodBaavapUNa- maaMga Aaid puranao Z,aMcao maoM maaOjaUd qaa.

T/a[- nao 3 maaca- 2017 kao p`saarNa xao~ ko ilae nayaa inayaamak
Z,aMcaa jaarI ikyaa¸ ijasao idsaMbar 2018 maoM laagaU ikyaa gayaa qaa.yah nayaa
inayaamak Z,aMcaa samaanata ka str kao banaayao rKnao̧  ihtQaarkaoM ko baIca
maukdmaaoM kao kma krnao AaOr CaoTo emaesaAao kao ]icat Avasar p`dana krnao
maoM kafI p`BaavaI rha hO.2017 ko inayaamak Z,aMcao ko Anausaar p`saarkaoM kao
Apnao maapnao yaaogya maapdMDaoM ko AaQaar pr CUT ³yaid kao[- haó  saiht
pardSaI- AaOr gaOr–BaodBaavapUNa- Sato- doto hue ek iryaao p`kaiSat krnaa
AavaSyak hO.yah p`%yaok ivatrk kao pardSaI- AaQaar pr gaOr–BaodBaavapUNa-
saaOdo p`aPt krnao maoM saxama banaata hO.p`saarkaoM kao iryaao ko AaQaar pr
ivatrkaoM ko saaqa AnaubaMQa krnaa Ainavaaya- hO.

ivatrkaoM kao ‘masT p`aovaa[Dr’ p`avaQaana ko tht AiQakar p`aPt
hO.vao Aba iksaI BaI p`saark Wara p`kaiSat iryaao pr hstaxar kr sakto
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published by any broadcaster and it is treated as a
binding agreement. The framework provides for Network
Capacity fee (NCF) as the subscription revenue. Such
revenue accrues to the MSO for its own efforts/service
rendered.

The TV broadcasting sector encompasses 357
broadcasters as on 31st August 2021. Further, there are
1733 registered MSOs as on 1st September 2021,
approximately 1,55,303 cable operators as on March 2021, 1
HITS operator, 4 pay DTH operators and few IPTV operators,
in addition to the public service broadcaster –Doordarshan–
providing a free-to-air DTH service in India.

The Government has adopted a transparent licensing
framework for private satellite channels. As a result, the
number of satellite TV channels grew exponentially during
the last two decades. There are 912 private satellite TV
channels as on 31st August 2021 permitted by the MIB.
These channels comprise of Three hundred & Eighty-Eight
(388) news and current affairs channels and Five Hundred
and Twenty-Four (524) non-news and current affairs
channels.

At the end of March 2021, there are estimated 184.14
million TV households which are being served by the cable
TV services, DTH services, HITS services, IPTV services in
addition to a terrestrial TV network of Doordarshan. The
pay TV universe consists of around 73 million Cable TV
subscribers, 70.99 million total active DTH subscribers and
2.15 million HITS subscribers. In addition, there are 38 million
subscribers of Free-to-Air DTH Service and terrestrial TV
services provided by Doordarshan. Further, as per the data
shared by the service providers with TRAI in May 2021, top
14 MSOs of the sector serve approximately 45.7 million
customers.

It is pertinent to note
that the number of
registered MSOs has
increased significantly from
around 160 at the beginning
of 2015 to 1733 in September
2021. Figure 3 shows the
pattern of increase in the
number of registered
MSOs:

Further, Table 1
below lists some of the
major MSOs along with areas of their operation having a
subscriber base of more than one million at the end of March
2021.

Figure 3.: Rapidly increasing number of registered MSO

hOM AaOr Baoja sakto hOM AaOr [sao ek baaQyakarI samaJaaOto ko $p maoM maanaa
jaata hO. Íomavak-̧  sabsaËIPSana rajasva ko $p maoM naoTvak- xamata Saulk
³enasaIef´ p`dana krta hO.eosaa rajasva emaesaAao kao ]sako svaMya ko
p`yaasaaoMÀp`dana kI gayaI saovaaAaoM ko ilae p`aPt haota hO.

TIvaI p`saarNa xao~ maoM 31 Agast 2021 tk 357 p`saark Saaimala
qao.[sako Alaavaa 1 isatMbar 2021 tk 1733 pMjaIkRt emaesaAao hOM
jabaik maaca- 2021 tk lagaBaga 1¸55¸ 303 kobala Aa^proTr¸ 1 ihT\sa
Aa^proTr¸ 4 po DITIeca Aa^proTr AaOr kuC Aa[-pITIvaI Aa^proTr ko
Alaavaa saava-jainak saovaa p`saark–dUrdSa-na ko Alaavaa Baart maoM ÍI–TU–
eyar DITIeca saovaa p`dana krto hOM.

sarkar nao inajaI saOTolaa[T caOnalaaoM ko ilae ek pardSaI- laa[saoMisaMga
Z,aMcao kao Apnaayaa hO.natIjatna ipClao dao dSakaoM ko daOrana saOTolaa[T
TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI saM#yaa maoM tojaI sao baZ,atrI hu[- hO.emaAa[-baI Wara 31
Agast 2021 tk 912 inajaI saOTolaa[T caOnalaaoM kao emaAa[-baI Wara
Anaumait dI gayaI qaI.[na caOnalaaoM maoM tIna saaO ATz\asaI ³388´ samaacaar
AaOr kroMT Afoyasa- caOnala AaOr paMca saaO caaObaIsa ³524´ gaOr samaacaar AaOr
kroMT Afoyasa- caOnala Saaimala hO.

maaca- 2021 ko AMt maoM Anaumaainat 184º14 imailayana TIvaI Gar
dUrdSa-na ko ToroisT/yala TIvaI naoTvak- ko Alaavaa kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM̧
DITIeca saovaaAaoM̧  ihT\sa saovaaAaoM̧  Aa[-pITIvaI saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]za rho
hOM.po TIvaI jagat maoM lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaI ga`ahk¸ 70º99
imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahk AaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahk
Saaimala hOM.[sako Alaavaa dUrdSa-na Wara p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI ÍI–TU–eyar
DITIeca saovaa AaOr ToroisT/yala TIvaI saovaaAaoM ko 38 imailayana TIvaI ga`ahk
hOM.[sako Alaavaa ma[- 2021 maoM saovaa p`dataAaoM Wara T/a[- ko saaqa saaJaa
ikyao gayao AaMkD,o AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar [sa xao~ ko SaIYa- 14 emaesaAao

lagaBaga 45º7 imailayana ga`ahkaoM kao
saovaa krto hOM.

yah Qyaana donao yaaogya hO ik
pMjaIkRt emaesaAao kI saM#yaa
2015 kI Sau$Aat maoM lagaBaga 160
sao isatMbar 2021 maoM 1733 hao
gayaI.ica~ 2º2 pMjaIkRt emaesaAao
kI saM#yaa maoM vaRiw ko pOTna- kao
dSaa-ta hO:

[sako Alaavaa naIcao dI gayaI
saUcaI 2º1 maoM kuC p`mauK emaesaAao

kao ]nako saMcaalana xao~aoM ko saaqa saUcaIbaw ikyaa gayaa hO ijanako pasa maaca-
2021 ko AMt maoM ek imailayana sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar hOM.
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Table 1: Subscriber base of major MSOs/HITS
operators at the end of June 2021

(More than one million subscribers)

Sl. Name of the Total Active Area of Operation
No. operator Subscriber Base

1. Siti Networks 7861314 Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, BH,
Chhattisgarh, GUJ,
HAR, Jharkhand, KTK,
KER, MP, MH,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Delhi, Orissa, RAJ,
Telangana, UP,
Uttaranchal, WB

2. GTPL Hathway 7833694 Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, BH, Goa, GUJ,
Jharkhand, MH,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Pondicherry, Orissa,
RAJ, TN, Telangana,
Tripura, WB

3. Hathway Digital 5603942 Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, HAR, KTK,
MP, MH, Orissa, RAJ,
SIKKIM, Telangana,
UP, WB

4. DEN Networks 4862741 BH, Delhi, GUJ, HAR,
Jharkhand, KTK, KER,
MP, MH, RAJ, UP,
Uttaranchal, WB

5. Thamizhaga Cable TV 3693943 Andhra Pradesh,
Communication P Ltd KTK, Pondicherry, TN

6. Kerala Communicators 2889439 Kerala
Cable Ltd

7. Tamil Nadu Arasu 2885583 TN
Cable TV

8. Fastway 2195619 Chandigarh, Delhi, HP,
Transmissions Har, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Pvt Ltd  UP, Uttaranchal

9. NXTDIGITAL Ltd 2025202 All States except
(HITS) Daman & DIU

10. KAL Cables 2081801 Andhra Pradesh, KTK,
TN

11. VK Digital 1845823 KTK, Puducherry, TN

12. Asianet Digital 1208681 Andhra Pradesh, KTK,
Network KER, Orissa, Telangana

13. NXT DIGITAL 1105650 Delhi, GUJ, HAR,
Ltd (Cable TV) KTK, MH, UP

Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M p`ma uK emaesaAaoÀihT\saTobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M p`ma uK emaesaAaoÀihT\saTobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M p`ma uK emaesaAaoÀihT\saTobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M p`ma uK emaesaAaoÀihT\saTobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M p`ma uK emaesaAaoÀihT\sa
Aa^proTra o M ka sabsaËa[bar AaQaarAa^proTra o M ka sabsaËa[bar AaQaarAa^proTra o M ka sabsaËa[bar AaQaarAa^proTra o M ka sabsaËa[bar AaQaarAa^proTra o M ka sabsaËa[bar AaQaar

³ek imailayana sa o AiQak sabsaËa[bar´³ek imailayana sa o AiQak sabsaËa[bar´³ek imailayana sa o AiQak sabsaËa[bar´³ek imailayana sa o AiQak sabsaËa[bar´³ek imailayana sa o AiQak sabsaËa[bar´
Ë ºË ºË ºË ºË º Aa ^pr oTr kaAa ^pr oTr kaAa ^pr oTr kaAa ^pr oTr kaAa ^pr oTr ka k ula s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËya sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~
s a ºs a ºs a ºs a ºs a º n a a m an a a m an a a m an a a m an a a m a ]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar

1º isaTI kobala 7861314 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ Asama¸ baIeca¸
C<aIsagaZ,¸ gaujaº¸ hirº¸
JaarKMD¸ koTIko¸ ko[-Aar¸
emapI¸ emaeca¸ maiNapur¸
maoGaalaya¸ idllaI¸ ]D,Isaa¸
rajaº¸ tolaMgaanaa¸ yaUpI¸
]<araMcala¸ DblaUbaI

2º jaITIpIela hoqavao 7833694 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ Asama¸ baIeca¸
gaaovaa¸ gaujaº¸ JaarKMD¸
emaeca¸ maiNapur¸ maoGaalaya¸
paMiDcaorI¸ ]D,Isaa¸ rajaº¸
TIena¸ tolaMgaanaa¸ i~pura¸
DblaUbaI

3º hoqavao iDijaTla 5603942 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ Asama¸
C<aIsagaZ,¸ idllaI¸ hir¸
koTIko¸ emapI¸ ]D,Isaa¸ raja¸
isai@kma¸ tolaMgaanaa¸ yaUpI¸
DblaUbaI

4º Dona naoTvak- 4862741 baIeca¸ idllaI¸ gauja¸ hir¸
JaarKMD¸ koTIko¸ ko[-Aar¸
emapI¸ emaeca¸ raja¸ yaUpI¸
]<araMcala¸ DblaUbaI

5º taimaJaaga kobala TIvaI 3693943 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ koTIko¸ paMiDcaorI¸
kmyauinakoSana p`a ila TIena

6º korla kmyauinakoTsa- 2889439 korla
kobala ilaimaToD

7º timalanaaDu Arasau kobala TIvaI 2885583 TIena

8º fasT-vao T/aMsamaISana p`a ila 2195619 caMDIgaZ,¸ idllaI¸ ecapI¸
hir¸ pMjaaba¸ rajasqaana¸
yaUpI¸ ]<araMcala

9º enae@saTIiDijaTla ila 2025202 dmana va WIva kao CaoD,kr
³ihT\sa´ saBaI rajya

10º kala kobalsa 2081801 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ koTIko¸ TIena
11º vaIko iDijaTla 1845823 koTIko¸ paMiDcaorI¸ TIena

12º eiSayaanaoT iDijaTla naoTvak- 1208681 AaMQa` p`doSa¸ koTIko¸ ko[-Aar¸
]D,Isaa¸ tolaMgaanaa

13º enae@saTI iDijaTla ila 1105650 idllaI¸ gauja¸ hir¸ koTIko¸
³kobala TIvaI´ emaeca¸ yaUpI
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In addition, there are 4 pay DTH operators offering
DTH service in India. Table 2 below lists out these DTH
operators along with their total active subscriber base and
the areas of their operation:

Table 2.: Subscriber base of DTH operators
at the end of June 2021

Sl. Name of the Total Active Area of Operation
No. DTH operator Subscriber

Base

1. Dish TV India Ltd 16,386,112 PAN India

2. Tata Sky Ltd 23,313,414 PAN India

3. Sun Direct TV
Pvt Ltd. 12,164,149 PAN India

4. Bharti Telemedia
Ltd 17,998,950 PAN India

From Table 1 and Table 2, one may aver that as
multiple distribution platforms are available, the potential
monopoly of a single service provider like a MSO is
unlikely.

One may also refer to the entry level requirements
for registration as MSO. MIB vide its letter no. 2/31/2016-
DAS dated 16th May 2018 had requested TRAI to give its
recommendations on the appropriate entry level net worth
for the MSOs. In response, the Authority in its
Recommendations on Entry Level Net worth requirement
of Multi-system Operators in Cable TV services dated 22nd
July 2019 had recommended that there is no necessity for
fixation of a minimum entry level net worth for MSO
registration. As prevalent, any individual, company,
corporate firm, or LLP that fulfils provisions of the Cable
TV Rules, may be granted MSO registration. The
recommendation has been duly accepted by the
government. Therefore, there is hardly any entry barrier in
permission/ registration of a new business entity to become
a service provider.

Moreover, the regulatory framework provides for
time-bound provisioning of signals by the broadcasters
to new MSOs. Furthermore, the new regulatory regime
enables even the smallest of the MSOs to get non-
discriminatory interconnection terms based on reference
interconnect offer.

Further, as per the MIB guidelines even an individual
can get itself registered as a MSO by submitting a processing
fee of mere INR One lakh (Rs. 1,00,000/-). Also, the estimated
cost of setting up a 250-channel headend is approximately

[sako Alaavaa Baart maoM 4 po DITIeca Aa^proTr DITIeca saovaa kI
poSakSa kr rho hOM.naIcao dI gayaI Tobala maoM 2 [na DITIeca Aa^proTraoM kao
]nako kula saiËya ga`ahk AaQaar AaOr ]nako saMcaalana ko xao~aoM ko saaqa
saUcaIbaw krta hO:

Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M Tobala 1 : jaUna 2021 ko AMt mao M DITIecaDITIecaDITIecaDITIecaDITIeca     Aa^proTrao M kaAa^proTrao M kaAa^proTrao M kaAa^proTrao M kaAa^proTrao M ka
sabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaarsabsaËa[bar AaQaar

Ë ºË ºË ºË ºË º DITIeca DITIeca DITIeca DITIeca DITIeca Aa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTr k ula s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËyak ul a s a iËya sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~sa Mcaalana ka xa o~
s a ºs a ºs a ºs a ºs a º ka n a a m aka n a a m aka n a a m aka n a a m aka n a a m a ]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar]pBa a o@ta AaQa ar

1º iDSa TIvaI [MiDyaa ila 16¸386¸112 pUra Baart

2º TaTa ska[- ila 23¸313¸414 pUra Baart

3º sana Da^yaro@T TIvaI
p`a ila 12¸ 164¸149 pUra Baart

4º BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa ila 17¸ 998¸950 pUra Baart

Tobala 1 AaOr Tobala 2 sao̧  kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- ]plabQa hOM̧  [sailae emaesaAao jaOsao ekla saovaa p`data
ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kI saMBaavanaa nahIM hO.

kao[- emaesaAao ko $p maoM pMjaIkrNa ko ilae p`vaoSa str kI
AavaSyaktaAaoM ka BaI ]llaoK kr sakta hO.emaAa[-baI nao Apnao p~
saMº2À31À2016–DIeesa idnaaMk 16 ma[- 2018 nao T/a[- sao emaesaAao ko
ilae ]pyau@t p`vaoSa str ko inavala maUlya pr ApnaI isafairSaoM donao ka
AnauraoQa ikyaa qaa.javaaba maoM p`aiQakrNa nao 22 jaulaa[- 2019 kao kobala
TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM kI eMT/I laovala naoTvaqa- AavaSyakta
pr ApnaI isafairSaaoM maoM isafairSa kI qaI ik emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae
nyaUnatma p`vaoSa str ka inavala maUlya ko inaQaa-rNa kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM
hO.jaOsaaik p`cailat hO ik kobala TIvaI inayamaaoM ko p`avaQaanaaoM kao pUra krnao
vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t¸ kMpnaI¸ ka^pao-roT fma- yaa elaelapI kao emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa idyaa jaa sakta hO.sarkar nao isafairSa kao ivaiQavat svaIkar
kr ilayaa hO.[sailae¸ saovaa p`data bananao ko ilae ek nayaI vyavasaaiyak
[ka[- kI AnaumaitÀpMjaIkrNa maoM Saayad hI kao[- p`vaoSa baaQaa hO.

[sako Alaavaa inayaamak Z,aMcaa p`saarkaoM Wara nayao emaesaAao kao
isaganalaaoM kao samayabaw trIko sao p`dana krnao ka p`avaQaana krta hO.[sako
saaqa hI nayaI inayaamak vyavasqaa CaoTo sao CaoTo emaesaAao kao BaI roÍoMsa
[MTrknao@T Aa^fr ko AaQaar pr gaOr–BaodBaavapUNa- [MTrknao@Sana Satao-M kao
p`aPt krnao maoM saxama banaatI hO.

[sako Alaavaa¸ emaAa[-baI idSaa inado-SaaoM ko Anausaar kao[- BaI
vyai@t kovala ek laaK Épyao ³1¸00¸000É´ kI p`aosaoisaMga Saulk jamaa
krko Kud kao emaesaAao ko $p maoM pMjaIkRt krvaa sakto hOM.saaqa hI
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INR 2.75 million10. The application procedure has been
simplified to a great extent. One can now apply online on
the Broadcast Seva portal of MIB. There are quite a few
instances where LCOs have come together and started
operating as MSOs. Such LCO groupings have a definite
business advantage as they understand the business from
the grassroot levels.

As per the data of subscriber base of top 15 DPOs
(MSOs and HITS) (as reported to TRAI), a large
percentage of a MSOs subscriber base comes through
LCOs. The following data (Table 3) reveals that out of
the total number of subscribers of a MSO, approximately
97.5% of the subscribers are secondary subscribers
(through LCOs):

One important parameter in the above table is
percentage of consumers being served through LCOs.
Furthermore, LCOs are not dependent on any single MSO.
LCOs have the flexibility to shift to another MSO seeking
additional profit or in case of any unfavourable
circumstances. In addition, LCOs can also reach remote
far-flung areas through HITS operators as telecom
bandwidth has become far more economical in the recent
few years.

One may therefore consider that through the timely
policy and regulatory intervention by TRAI and the
Government, the broadcasting sector of the economy
have engendered all round growth. The sector presents
a vibrant scenario with the presence of varied
distribution platform operators such as MSO, DTH, HITS,
and IPTV. Furthermore, the new regulatory framework has
enabled more growth as it restricts distortionary and
discriminatory practices. It is due to the new framework,
the total number of MSOs in the country have been
consistently growing in recent years. Such developments
augur well for the competition. One may opine that there
is already enough competition in the market and there is
no need to regulate the issue of monopoly/market
dominance in the cable services at present.

A counterpoint can be that the level of competition
in the MSOs’ business is not uniform across the country
(looking at Table 1). Certain States (e.g., Delhi, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, West Bengal, and Maharashtra) have many
MSOs providing their services. Whereas in certain other
states like Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Orissa, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh the cable television market
is dominated by one or two MSOs. DTH service providers
do offer an alternate option for consumers. However, one
may opine that DTH services are not perfectly

250 caOnala hODeMD sqaaipt krnao kI Anaumaainat laagat lagaBaga 2º75
imailayana Épyao hO.Aavaodna p`iËyaa kao kafI hd tk sarla banaayaa gayaa
hO.Aba kao[- BaI emaAa[-baI ko p`saarNa paoT-la pr Aa^nalaa[na Aavaodna
kr sakta hO.eosao kuC ]dahrNa hOM jahaM elasaIAao ek saaqa Aayao hOM
AaOr ]nhaoMnao emaesaAao ko $p maoM kama krnaa Sau$ kr idyaa hO.eosao
elasaIAao samaUhaoM kao ek inaiScat vyavasaaiyak laaBa haota hO @yaaoMik vao
jamaInaIstr pr vyavasaaya kao samaJato hOM.

SaIYa- 15 DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´ ³jaOsaaik T/a[-
kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hÓ  ko ga`ahk AaQaar ko AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar
emaesaAao ko ga`ahk AaQaar ka ek baD,a p`itSat elasaIAao ko maaQyama sao
Aata hO.inamnailaiKt DoTa ³Tobala 3´ sao pta calata hO ik ek
emaesaAao ko ga`ahkaoM kI kula saM#yaa maoM sao¸ lagaBaga 97º5‰ ga`ahk
iWtIyak ga`ahk hOM ³elasaIAao ko maaQyama saó .

]prao@t Tobala maoM ek mah%vapUNa- pOramaITr elasaIAao ko maaQyama sao
]pBaao@taAaoM kao saovaa p`dana krnao ka p`itSat hO.[sako Alaavaa elasaIAao
iksaI ek emaesaAao pr inaBa-r nahIM hO.elasaIAao ko pasa Aitir@t laaBa
kI tlaaSa maoM yaa iksaI p`itkUla pirisqaityaaoM ko maamalao maoM dUsaro emaesaAao
maoM sqaanaaMtirt krnao kI CUT hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ elasaIAao ihT\sa Aa^proTraoM
ko maaQyama sao dUr draja ko xao~aoM tk BaI phuMca sakto hOM̧  @yaaoMik hala ko
kuC vaYaao-M maoM dUrsaMcaar baOMDivaD\qa khIM AiQak ikfayatI hao gayaI hO.

[sailae kao[- yah ivacaar kr sakta hO ik T/a[- AaOr sarkar Wara
samaya pr naIit AaOr inayaamak hstxaop ko maaQyama sao p`saarNa xao~ kI Aqa-
vyavasqaa nao caaOtrfa ivakasa ikyaa hO.yah xao~ emaesaAao¸ DITIeca¸
ihT\sa AaOr Aa[-pITIvaI jaOsao ivaiBanna ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM kI
]pisqait ko saaqa ek jaIvaMt pirdRSya p`stut krta hO.[sako Alaavaa
nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao nao AiQak ivakasa kao saxama ikyaa hO @yaaoMik yah
ivakRt va BaodBaavapUNa- p`qaaAaoM kao p`itbaMiQat krta hO.yah nayao Z,aMcao ko
karNa hO̧  ik doSa maoM hala ko vaYaao-M maoM emaesaAao kI kula saM#yaa maoM lagaatar
baZ,aotrI doKnao kao imala rhI hO.[sa trh kI GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko
ilae SauBa saMkot hO.kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik baajaar maoM phlao sao hI pyaa-
Pt p`itspQaa- hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kobala saovaaAaoM maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar
p`Bau%va ko mau_o kao ivainayaimat krnao kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.

[saka p`itvaad yah hao sakta hO ik emaesaAao ko vyavasaaya maoM
p`itspQaa- ka str pUro doSa maoM ek samaana nahIM hO ³Tobala 1 kao doKto
hue´.kuC rajyaaoM ³jaOsao idllaI¸ knaa-Tk¸ rajasqaana¸ piScama baMgaala AaOr
maharaYT/´ maoM k[- emaesaAao ApnaI saovaayaoM p`dana kr rho hOM.jabaik
timalanaaDu̧  pMjaaba¸ ]D,Isaa¸ korla¸ ]<ar p`doSa AaOr AaMQa` p`doSa jaOsao kuC
Anya rajyaaoM maoM kobala TolaIivajana baajaar maoM ek yaa dao emaesaAao ka
dbadbaa hO.DITIeca saovaa p`data ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae ek vaOkilpk
ivaklp p`dana krto hOM.halaaMik¸ kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik DITIeca
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Table 3: Primary and Secondary Number of Subscriber base of major MSOs
(as reported to TRAI for the month of May 2021)

Sl. Name of the DPO Total number of subscribers
No. Primary Secondary Percentage share of Total No. of

Subscriber Subscriber subscribers that Subscribers
comes through LCOs

1 Siti Networks 34353 8085838 99.58 8120191
2 Den Networks 19215 4898281 99.61 4917496
3 Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable TV 0 2892121 100.00 2892121
4 VK Digital 0 1825044 100.00 1825044
5 KAL Cables 0 2058797 100.00 2058797
6 GTPL Hathway 150689 7667851 98.07 7818540
7 Fastway Transmissions Pvt Ltd 0 2207377 100.00 2207377
8 Asianet Digital Network 550397 658067 54.45 1208464
9 UCN Cable Network 0 642268 100.00 642268
10 Hathway Digital 262104 5395621 95.37 5657725
11 Kerala Communicators Cable Ltd (KCCL) 289 2927331 99.99 2927620
12 TCCL 0 3671748 100.00 3671748
13 Act Digital Home Entertainment Pvt Ltd 45564 568227 92.58 613791
14 Indusind Media And Communication Ltd (HITS) 15302 2005686 99.24 2020988
15 Indusind Media And Communication Ltd (CATV) 49832 1074298 95.57 1124130

Total 1127745 46578555 97.64 47706300

Tobala 3 p`ma uK emaesaAao ko sabsaËa[bar AaQaar kI p`aqaimak AaOr maaQyaimak saM#yaaTobala 3 p`ma uK emaesaAao ko sabsaËa[bar AaQaar kI p`aqaimak AaOr maaQyaimak saM#yaaTobala 3 p`ma uK emaesaAao ko sabsaËa[bar AaQaar kI p`aqaimak AaOr maaQyaimak saM#yaaTobala 3 p`ma uK emaesaAao ko sabsaËa[bar AaQaar kI p`aqaimak AaOr maaQyaimak saM#yaaTobala 3 p`ma uK emaesaAao ko sabsaËa[bar AaQaar kI p`aqaimak AaOr maaQyaimak saM#yaa
³jaOsaaik ma[- 2021 ko mahInao ko ilae T/a[- kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO´³jaOsaaik ma[- 2021 ko mahInao ko ilae T/a[- kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO´³jaOsaaik ma[- 2021 ko mahInao ko ilae T/a[- kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO´³jaOsaaik ma[- 2021 ko mahInao ko ilae T/a[- kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO´³jaOsaaik ma[- 2021 ko mahInao ko ilae T/a[- kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO´

Ë ºË ºË ºË ºË º DIpIAa o ka naam aDIpIAa o ka naam aDIpIAa o ka naam aDIpIAa o ka naam aDIpIAa o ka naam a sabsaËa[bara o M  kI kula sa M#yaasabsaËa[bara o M  kI kula sa M#yaasabsaËa[bara o M  kI kula sa M#yaasabsaËa[bara o M  kI kula sa M#yaasabsaËa[bara o M  kI kula sa M#yaa
s a M ºs a M ºs a M ºs a M ºs a M º p ` a q a i m akp ` a q a i m akp ` a q a i m akp ` a q a i m akp ` a q a i m ak sa ok o MDrIsa ok o MDrIsa ok o MDrIsa ok o MDrIsa ok o MDrI elasaIAa o ko maaQyama sa o Aana o vaala oelasaIAa o ko maaQyama sa o Aana o vaala oelasaIAa o ko maaQyama sa o Aana o vaala oelasaIAa o ko maaQyama sa o Aana o vaala oelasaIAa o ko maaQyama sa o Aana o vaala o s a b s aËa[b a s a -s a b s aËa[b a s a -s a b s aËa[b a s a -s a b s aËa[b a s a -s a b s aËa[b a s a -

s a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a r s a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a rs a b s aË a[ b a r ga ` ahka o M ka p `itSat ihssaaga ` ahka o M ka p `itSat ihssaaga ` ahka o M ka p `itSat ihssaaga ` ahka o M ka p `itSat ihssaaga ` ahka o M ka p `itSat ihssaa kI kula sa M#yaakI kula sa M#yaakI kula sa M#yaakI kula sa M#yaakI kula sa M#yaa
1 isaTI naoTvak- 34353 8085838 99º58 8120191
2 Dona naoTvak- 19215 4898281 99º61 4917496
3 timalanaaDu Arasau kobala TIvaI 0 2892121 100º00 2892121
4 vaIko iDijaTla 0 1825044 100º00 1825044
5 kala kobalsa 0 2058797 100º00 2058797
6 jaITIpIela hoqavao 150689 7667851 98º07 7818540
7 fasT-vao T/aMsaimaSansa p`a ila 0 2207377 100º00 2207377
8 eiSayaanaoT iDijaTla naoTvak- 550397 658067 54º45 1208464
9 yaUsaIena kobala naoTvak- 0 642268 100º00 642268
10 hoqavao iDijaTla 262104 5395621 95º37 5657725
11 korla kmyauinakoTsa- kobala ila ³kosaIsaIela´ 289 2927331 99º99 2927620
12 TIsaIsaIela 0 3671748 100º00 3671748
13 esaITI iDijaTla haoma [MTrTonamaoMT p`a ila 45564 568227 92º58 613791
14 [MDsa[MD maIiDyaa eMD kmyauinakoSansa ila ³ihT\sa´ 15302 2005686 99º24 2020988
15 [MDsa[MD maIiDyaa eMD kmyauinakoSansa ila ³saIeTIvaI´ 49832 1074298 95º57 1124130

kula 1127745 46578555 97º64 47706300
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substitutable, as certain factors are unique to cable
industry. Cable TV operators can provide broadband and
voice services in addition to the distribution of TV
channels, which DTH operators cannot. Furthermore,
even for the distribution of TV channels, competition
within the cable TV sector is essential as cable TV
networks operate on a State/regional basis and can
choose specific channels to be supplied according to
the demand in a particular area whereas DTH services
operate on a national basis and transmit the same
channels throughout the country irrespective of
variations in demand of channels in different markets.

RECENT TRENDS AND TECHNOLOGICAL
DEVELOPMENTS IN CABLE TV SERVICES

With the rapid pace of technological advancements,
it is possible to provide internet and telephone services
over cable TV networks. The cable TV networks have already
expanded and cover a large proportion of the country.
Therefore, many cable operators have started offering
broadband services by taking feeds from the Internet
service providers (ISPs) and Telecom service providers
(TSPs).

In recent years another technological
advancement has taken place in the form of “Over the
Top” or “OTT” service providers providing video
streaming services. There may not be a recognized
definition of the OTT services. The Authority in its
consultation paper on Regulatory Framework for OTT
services defined “OTT provider” as a service provider
which offers Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) services, but neither operates a
network nor leases network capacity from a network
operator. Instead, OTT providers rely on the global
internet and access network speeds (speeds in the range
of Megabits [0.5 to 3] for video streaming) to reach the
user, hence going “over-the-top” of a TSP’s network.
The prominence of traditional cable TV services is being
challenged by the latest technological innovations in the
form of OTT services.

In the financial year (FY) 2019-20, digital and OTT
sector registered a growth of 26%, the highest growth
amongst other segments of the M&E sector13. To derive
benefit from OTT platforms, many Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) across the country are bundling
subscription-based video streaming OTT platforms to
allure new subscribers. For example, Jio Fiber, started to
bundle varied OTT platforms like Disney+Hotstar, Zee5,
Amazon Prime Video, etc. Reliance Jio also launched

saovaayaoM pUrI trh sao p`itsqaapna yaaogya nahIM hO̧  @yaaoMik kuC kark kobala
]Vaoga ko ilae AiWtIya hO.kobala TIvaI Aa^proTr TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ivatrNa
ko Alaavaa ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr vaa^yasa saovaa p`dana kr sakto hOM jaao DITIeca
Aa^proTr nahIM kr sakto hOM.[sako Alaavaa TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ivatrNa ko
ilae BaI kobala TIvaI xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa- AavaSyak hO @yaaoMik kobala
TIvaI naoTvak- rajyaÀxao~Iya AaQaar pr saMcaailat haoto hOM AaOr iksaI xao~
ivaSaoYa maoM maaMga ko Anausaar AapUit- ikyao jaanao vaalao ivaiSaYT caOnalaaoM ka
cayana kr sakto hOM jabaik DITIeca saovaayaoM raYT/Iyastr pr saMcaailat haotI
hOM AaOr ivaiBanna baajaaraoM maoM caOnalaaoM kI maaMga maoM iBannata ko baavajaUd pUro doSa
maoM ek hI caOnala p`saairt krtI hO.

kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M mao M hala ko $Jaana AaOr tknaIkI ivakasakobala TIvaI saovaaAao M mao M hala ko $Jaana AaOr tknaIkI ivakasakobala TIvaI saovaaAao M mao M hala ko $Jaana AaOr tknaIkI ivakasakobala TIvaI saovaaAao M mao M hala ko $Jaana AaOr tknaIkI ivakasakobala TIvaI saovaaAao M mao M hala ko $Jaana AaOr tknaIkI ivakasa
tknaIkI p`gait kI tIva` gait ko saaqa kobala TIvaI naoTvak- pr

[MTrnaoT AaOr TolaIfaonaI saovaayaoM p`dana krnaa saMBava hO.kobala TIvaI naoTvak-
phlao hI ivastairt hao cauka hO AaOr doSa ko ek baD,o ihssao kao phlao hI
kvar kr cauka hO.[sailae k[- kobala Aa^proTraoM nao [MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM
³Aa[-esapI´ AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM ³TIesapI´ sao fID laokr
ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa Sau$ kr dI hO.

hala ko vaYaao-M maoM vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga saovaayaoM p`dana krnao vaalao ‘Aaovar
d Ta^p’ yaa ‘AaoTITI’ saovaa p`dataAaoM ko $p maoM ek AaOr tknaIkI p`gait
hu[- hO.AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kI kao[- maanyata p`aPt pirBaaYaa nahIM hao saktI
hO.p`aiQakrNa nao AaoTITI saovaaAaoM ko ilae inayaamak Z,aMcao pr Apnao
pramaSa- p~ maoM ‘AaoTITI p`data’ kao ek saovaa p`data ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat
ikyaa hO jaao saUcanaa AaOr saMcaar p`aOVaoigakI ³Aa[-saITI´ saovaayaoM p`dana
krta hO laoikna na tao naoTvak- saMcaailat krta hO AaOr na hI naoTvak-
Aa^proTr sao naoTvak- kao pT\To pr dota hO.[sako bajaaya AaoTITI p`data
]pyaaogakta- tk phuMcanao ko ilae vaOiSvak [MTrnaoT AaOr e@saosa naoTvak-
gait ³vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga ko ilae maogaaibaT\sa ³0º5 sao 3´ kI roMja maoM spID´
pr Baraosaa krto hOM̧  [sailae TIesapI ko naoTvak- ko ‘Aaovar d Ta^p’ pr
jaa rho hOM.AaoTITI saovaaAaoM ko $p maoM navaInatma tknaIkI KaojaaoM Wara
parMpirk kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM kI p`mauKta kao caunaaOtI dI jaa rhI hO.

iva<aIya vaYa- ³efvaa[-́  2019–20 maoM̧  iDijaTla AaOr AaoTITI
xao~ nao 26‰ kI vaRiw dja- kI hO̧  jaao emaeMD[- xao~ ko Anya xao~aoM maoM
sabasao AiQak vaRiw hu[- hO.AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- sao laaBa p`aPt krnao ko ilae
doSaBar maoM k[- [MTrnaoT saovaa p`data ³Aa[-esapI´ nayao ga`ahkaoM kao lauBaanao
ko ilae sabsaËIPSana AaQaairt vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao
baMDla kr rho hOM.]dahrNa ko ilae ijayaao fa[bar nao iDjnaI Plasa
ha^TsTar¸ jaI5¸ Amaojana p`a[ma vaIiDyaao Aaid jaOsao ivaiBanna AaoTITI
PlaoTfa^maao-M kao baMDla krnaa Sau$ kr idyaa hO.irlaayaMsa ijayaao nao jaulaa[-
2020 maoM ijayaao TIvaI Plasa BaI laa^nca ikyaa¸ jaao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao Apnao
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JioTV+ in July 2020 which enables consumers to access
over 12 OTT platforms via its Set Top Box. Similarly, Airtel
has launched its Airtel Xstream box with Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video and Zee5 bundled for its broadband
subscribers according to their plans. This pattern of
bundling OTT services in their offerings is used by almost
all the telecom service providers. For example, Airtel
launched monthly pre-paid plans that bundle services of
certain OTT platforms. Smart TVs that enable consumers
to connect to the internet and other OTT platforms,
besides providing access to the regular cable TV
channels, are gaining market share, and are enabling
increasing traction to OTT based video streaming
services. Thus, with the convergence of technologies,
broadband and telecom service providers are also
providing alternate to broadcasting services, thereby
providing consumers another avenue/option.

Therefore, one may consider that the consumers
have sufficient options to avail television broadcasting
services. Further as highlighted in the current reference
of MIB, considerable time has elapsed since TRAI’s
previous Recommendations in November 2013.
Meanwhile, with the advent of digital technologies the
television services landscape has changed substantially.
Technological developments especially the IP technology
and increasing use of packet switched digital
communications have made converged services possible.
The telecom networks can provide access to the
broadcast content in addition to telecommunication
services. Similarly with digitization, cable TV networks
can also provide Internet access as well as telephone
services. Market related convergence also occurs as
consumers desire one-stop services. Therefore, it is
important to examine the subject of monopoly of cable
services in-toto, keeping all alternative options into
consideration. 

saoT Ta^p baa^@sa ko maaQyama sao 12 sao AiQak AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M tk
phuMcanao maoM saxama banaata hO.[saI trh eyarTola nao Apnao eyarTola
e@sasT/Ima baa^@sa kao naoTiFla@sa¸ Amaojana p`a[ma vaIiDyaao AaOr jaI5 baMDla
ko saaqa Apnao ba`a^DbaOMD ga`ahkaoM ko ilae ]nakI yaaojanaa ko Anausaar laa^nca
ikyaa hO.AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kao ]nako Aa^firMga maoM baMDla krnao ka yah
pOTna- lagaBaga saBaI dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM Wara ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaa rha
hO.]dahrNa ko ilae eyarTola nao maaisak p`I–poD Plaana laa^nca ikyao jaao
kuC AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kI saovaaAaoM kao baMDla krto hOM.smaaT- TIvaI jaao
]pBaao@taAaoM kao inayaimat kobala TIvaI caOnalaaoM tk phuMca p`dana krnao ko
Alaavaa [MTrnaoT AaOr Anya AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M sao jauD,nao maoM saxama banaato hOM̧
baajaar maoM ihssaodarI haisala kr rha hO̧  AaOr AaoTITI AaQaairt vaIiDyaao
sT/IimaMga saovaaAaoM ko ilae baZ,to hue kYa-Na kao saxama kr rho hOM.[sa p`kar
tknaIikyaaoM ko knva-jaMsa ko saaqa ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`data BaI
p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko ilae ivaklp p`dana kr rho hOM ijasasao ]pBaao@taAaoM
kao ek AaOr AvasarÀivaklp ]plabQa hao rha hO.

[sailae¸ kao[- ivacaar kr sakta hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM ko pasa
TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilae pyaa-Pt ivaklp
hO.[sako Alaavaa emaAa[-baI ko maaOjaUda roÍoMsa maoM batayaa gayaa hO ik navaMbar
2013 maoM T/a[- kI ipClaI isafairSaaoM ko baad sao kafI samaya baIt cauka
hO.[sa baIca iDijaTla tknaIkI ko Aagamana ko saaqa TolaIivajana saovaaAaoM
ka pirdRSya kafI hd tk badla gayaa hO.tknaIkI ivakasa ivaSaoYa $p
sao Aa[-pI tknaIkI AaOr pOkoD isvacD iDijaTla saMcaar ko baZ,to ]pyaaoga
nao knvaja-Msa saovaaAaoM kao saMBava banaa idyaa hO.dUrsaMcaar naoTvak- dUrsaMcaar
saovaaAaoM ko Alaavaa p`saarNa saamaga`I tk phuMca p`dana kr sakto hOM.[saI
trh iDijaTlaIkrNa ko saaqa kobala TIvaI naoTvak- [MTrnaoT ko saaqa–saaqa
TolaIfaona saovaayaoM BaI p`dana kr sakto hOM.baajaar sao saMbaMiQat knvaja-Msa BaI
haota hO @yaaoMik ]pBaao@ta vana sTa^p saovaaAaoM kI [cCa rKto hOM.[sailae
saBaI vaOkilpk ivaklpaoM kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue kobala saovaaAaoM ko ekaiQakar
ko ivaYaya kI pUrI trh sao jaaMca krnaa mah%vapUNa- hO. 
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maIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaIT
maIiDyaa kI duinayaa maoM mah%vapUNa- GaTnaaAaoM

pr ek saamaiyak stMBa
laoKk: ASaaok manasauKanaI
eDvaaokoT baa^mbao ha[- kaoT-
malTI maIiDyaa kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSanaÀkârpaoroT kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSana
AaOr TO@saoSana ko ivaSaoYa&.

WHY OVER REGULATE
CABLE INDUSTRY?
TIME TO REGULATE

BROADCASTERS

A. IS THERE REALLY A NEED FOR
MORE REGULATION OF THE
CABLE INDUSTRY?

1. On 25.10.2021, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) released a Consultation Paper titled
"Market Structure/
Competition in Cable T.V.
services. The Regulator gave
the background to the issue
of the Consultation Paper,
stating that this was based on
a new reference from the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (M.I.B.) dated
19.02.2021.

2. Earlier, the M.I.B. had issued a Reference on
12.12.2012 whereby it had sought recommendations
of the Authority (TRAI) under Section 11(1)(a) of the
TRAI Act, 1997, on the issues related to monopoly/
market dominance in the cable T.V. services.

3. The reference stated that because the Cable T.V.
distribution is virtually monopolised by a single entity
in some States, it has become necessary to examine
whether there is a need to bring in reasonable
restrictions on Multi-System Operators (M.S.O.s) and
Local Cable operators (L.C.O.s), including restricting
their area of operation or restricting the subscriber
base to prevent monopoly.

4. TRAI had, therefore, been requested to provide its
recommendations under Section 11(1)(a) of the TRAI
Act on the following issues:

kobala ]Vaoga kaokobala ]Vaoga kaokobala ]Vaoga kaokobala ]Vaoga kaokobala ]Vaoga kao
AaovarrogaulaoT @yaao MÆAaovarrogaulaoT @yaao MÆAaovarrogaulaoT @yaao MÆAaovarrogaulaoT @yaao MÆAaovarrogaulaoT @yaao MÆ

p`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimatp`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimatp`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimatp`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimatp`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimat
krnao ka samayakrnao ka samayakrnao ka samayakrnao ka samayakrnao ka samaya

eºeºeºeºeº @yaa vaastva maoM kobala ]Vaoga kao AaOr AiQak@yaa vaastva maoM kobala ]Vaoga kao AaOr AiQak@yaa vaastva maoM kobala ]Vaoga kao AaOr AiQak@yaa vaastva maoM kobala ]Vaoga kao AaOr AiQak@yaa vaastva maoM kobala ]Vaoga kao AaOr AiQak
ivainayamana kI AavaSyaSyakta hOÆivainayamana kI AavaSyaSyakta hOÆivainayamana kI AavaSyaSyakta hOÆivainayamana kI AavaSyaSyakta hOÆivainayamana kI AavaSyaSyakta hOÆ

1º 25º10º202125º10º202125º10º202125º10º202125º10º2021 kao BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa
³T / a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -´ n a o  ‘k o b al a TIv a I  s a o v a aAa o M  m a o M  b a aj a ar‘k o b al a TIv a I  s a o v a aAa o M  m a o M  b a aj a ar‘k o b al a TIv a I  s a o v a aAa o M  m a o M  b a aj a ar‘k o b al a TIv a I  s a o v a aAa o M  m a o M  b a aj a ar‘k o b al a TIv a I  s a o v a aAa o M  m a o M  b a aj a ar

saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’saMrcanaaÀp`itspQaa-’ SaIYa-k sao ek pramaSa-
p~ jaarI ikyaa.inayaamak nao pramaSa- p~ ko
mau_o kI pRYzBaUima doto hue kha ik yah
sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya ³emaAa[-emaAa[-emaAa[-emaAa[-emaAa[-
baIbaIbaIbaIbaI´ ko idnaaMk 19º02º202119º02º202119º02º202119º02º202119º02º2021 ko nayaonayaonayaonayaonayao
roÍoMsaroÍoMsaroÍoMsaroÍoMsaroÍoMsa pr AaQaairt hO.
2º [sas a o  phla o  em aAa[ - b a Iem aAa[ - b a Iem aAa[ - b a Iem aAa[ - b a Iem aAa[ - b a I  n a o
12º12º201212º12º201212º12º201212º12º201212º12º2012 kao ek roÍoMsa jaarI ikyaa
qaa ijasamaoM ]sanao kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM

ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p `Ba u %vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p `Ba u %vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p `Ba u %vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p `Ba u %vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p `Ba u %va sa o sa Mba M iQat ma u_a o M pr T /a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -T / a[ -
AiQainayama¸ 1997AiQainayama¸ 1997AiQainayama¸ 1997AiQainayama¸ 1997AiQainayama¸ 1997 kI Qaara 11³1´³e´Qaara 11³1´³e´Qaara 11³1´³e´Qaara 11³1´³e´Qaara 11³1´³e´ ko tht p`aiQakrNa
³T/a[-´T/a[-´T/a[-´T/a[-´T/a[-́  sao isafairSa kI maaMga kI qaI.

3º roÍoMsa maoM kha gayaa ik caUMik kuC rajyaaoM maoM kobala TIvaI ivatrNa pr
ek hI [ka[-ek hI [ka[-ek hI [ka[-ek hI [ka[-ek hI [ka[- ka ekaiQakar hO [sailae yah jaaMcanaa AavaSyak
hao gayaa hO ik @yaa malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM ³emaesaAaó  AaOr
sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ³elasaIAaó  pr ]icat p`itbaMQa lagaanao
kI AavaSyakta hO ijasamaoM ]nako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat]nako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat]nako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat]nako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat]nako saMcaalana ko xao~ kao saIimat
krnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae ga`ahk AaQaarkrnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae ga`ahk AaQaarkrnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae ga`ahk AaQaarkrnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae ga`ahk AaQaarkrnaa yaa ekaiQakar kao raoknao ko ilae ga`ahk AaQaar
kao p`itba MiQat krnaa BaI Saaimala hO.kao p`itba MiQat krnaa BaI Saaimala hO.kao p`itba MiQat krnaa BaI Saaimala hO.kao p`itba MiQat krnaa BaI Saaimala hO.kao p`itba MiQat krnaa BaI Saaimala hO.

4º [sailae T/a[- nao inamnailaiKt mau_aoM pr T/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayama kI QaaraQaaraQaaraQaaraQaara
11³1´³e´11³1´³e´11³1´³e´11³1´³e´11³1´³e´ ko tht ApnaI isafairSaoM p`dana krnao ka AnauraoQa
ikyaa gayaa qaa.

MEDIA BEAT
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 "To ensure fair competition, improved quality of
service, and equity, should any restriction be
imposed on M.S.O.s/L.C.O.s to prevent
monopolies/accumulation of interest?

 If yes, what restrictions should be imposed and
what should be the form, nature, and scope of
such restrictions?

 Accordingly, amendments required in the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) 1995 Act and
Rules framed thereunder may also be suggested.

5. TRAI completed the Consultation Process as required
under Section 11 (4) of the TRAI Act and issued its
Recommendations on 26.11.2013. The key highlights
of the TRAI Recommendations issued in November
2013 are summarised below:
 2.1 The State, with certain exceptions as

mentioned in Table 1.2, should be considered as
the relevant market for assessing the monopoly/
market dominance of M.S.O.s in the T.V. channel
distribution market.

 2.2 The market dominance should be determined
based on market share in terms of the number of
active subscribers of M.S.O.s in the relevant
market. For measuring the level of competition
or market concentration in a relevant market, the
Herfindahl–Hirschman Index (H.H.I.) should be
used.

 2.3 The threshold value for any individual/group'
entity contribution to the market H.H.I. should be
no more than 2500.

 2.4 Any M&A among M.S.O.(s) or between an
M.S.O. and L.C.O. in a relevant market shall require
the Regulator's prior approval. The decision on
any proposal, complete in all aspects, shall be
conveyed within 90 working days.

 2.8 Any arrangement that results in 'control' of
M.S.O. (s)/L.C.O.(s) in a relevant market by an
entity shall require the prior approval of the
Regulator. The decision on any proposal,
complete in all aspects, shall be conveyed within
90 working days.

 2.10 In the cases where any group's contribution
to market H.H.I. is more than 2500 in a relevant
market as on the date of issue of guidelines, such
legal entity/'group' shall take necessary remedial
measures, within 12 months from the date of issue

 ]icat p`itspQaa-¸ saovaa ko baohtr gauNava<aa AaOr [i@vaTI
sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae @yaa ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcayaekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcayaekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcayaekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcayaekaiQakarÀ$ica ko saMcaya
kao raoknao ko ilae emaesaAaoÀelasaIAaoM pr kao[- p`itbaMQa
lagaayaa jaanaa caaiheÆ

 yaid haM̧  tao kaOna sao p`itbaMQap`itbaMQap`itbaMQap`itbaMQap`itbaMQa lagaayao jaanao caaihe AaOr eosao
p`itbaMQaaoM ka sva$p¸ p`kRit AaOr dayar @yaa haonaa caaiheÆ

 [sako Anausaar kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´
1995 AiQainayama1995 AiQainayama1995 AiQainayama1995 AiQainayama1995 AiQainayama AaOr ]sako tht banaayao inayamaao M mao M
AavaSyak saMSaaoQanaaoM saMSaaoQanaaoM saMSaaoQanaaoM saMSaaoQanaaoM saMSaaoQanaaoM ka sauJaava idyaa jaa sakta hO.

5º T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- nao T/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayamaT/a[- AiQainayama kI Qaara 11 ³4´Qaara 11 ³4´Qaara 11 ³4´Qaara 11 ³4´Qaara 11 ³4´ ko tht pramaSa-
p`iËyaa pUrI kI AaOr 26º11º201326º11º201326º11º201326º11º201326º11º2013 kao ApnaI isafairSaoM jaarI
kI.navaMbar 2013navaMbar 2013navaMbar 2013navaMbar 2013navaMbar 2013 kao jaarI T/a[- kI isafairSaao MT/a[- kI isafairSaao MT/a[- kI isafairSaao MT/a[- kI isafairSaao MT/a[- kI isafairSaao M kI mau#ya
ivaSaoYatayaoM naIcao saMxaop maoM dI gayaI hO:
 2º1 Tobala 1º2Tobala 1º2Tobala 1º2Tobala 1º2Tobala 1º2 maoM kuC ]llaoiKt ApvaadaoM ko saaqa rajyarajyarajyarajyarajya

ka o TIvaI ca Onala ivatrNa baajaar ma o M emaesaAa o ko
ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va ka Aaklana krnao ko ilae
p`asaMigak baajaar ko $p maoM maanaa jaanaa caaihe.

 2º2 baajaar ko p`Bau%vabaajaar ko p`Bau%vabaajaar ko p`Bau%vabaajaar ko p`Bau%vabaajaar ko p`Bau%va kao saMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaar maoM emaesaAao
ko saiËya ga`ahkaoMsaiËya ga`ahkaoMsaiËya ga`ahkaoMsaiËya ga`ahkaoMsaiËya ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa ko saMdBa- maoM baajaar ihssaodarIbaajaar ihssaodarIbaajaar ihssaodarIbaajaar ihssaodarIbaajaar ihssaodarI
ko AaQaar pr inaQaa-irt ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.ek p`asaMigak
baajaar maoM p`itspQaa- ko str yaa baajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`ta kao
m a apn a o  k o il ae hrif MDa[la–ihSa - m a o n a–[ MD o@s ahrif MDa[la–ihSa - m a o n a–[ MD o@s ahrif MDa[la–ihSa - m a o n a–[ MD o@s ahrif MDa[la–ihSa - m a o n a–[ MD o@s ahrif MDa[la–ihSa - m a o n a–[ MD o@s a
³ecaºecaºAa[-´³ecaºecaºAa[-´³ecaºecaºAa[-´³ecaºecaºAa[-´³ecaºecaºAa[-´ ka ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.

 2º3 baajaar maoM iksaI vyai@tÀsamaUh kI [ka[- ko yaaogadana ko
ilae p`arMiBak maUlyap`arMiBak maUlyap`arMiBak maUlyap`arMiBak maUlyap`arMiBak maUlya ecaºecaºAa[-ecaºecaºAa[-ecaºecaºAa[-ecaºecaºAa[-ecaºecaºAa[- 25002500250025002500 sao AiQak
nahIM haonaI caaihe.

 2º4 saMbaMiQat baajaar maoM emaesaAao yaa emaesaAao va elasaIAao
ko baIca kao[- BaI emaeMDeemaeMDeemaeMDeemaeMDeemaeMDe kao inayaamak kI pUva- svaIkRitinayaamak kI pUva- svaIkRitinayaamak kI pUva- svaIkRitinayaamak kI pUva- svaIkRitinayaamak kI pUva- svaIkRit
kI AavaSyakta haogaI.saBaI phlauAaoM maoM pUNa- iksaI BaI p`stava
pr inaNa-ya 9090909090 kaya- idvasaaoM ko BaItr saUicat ikyaa jaayaogaa.

 2º82º82º82º82º8 kao[- BaI vyavasqaa ijasako pirNaamasva$p iksaI [ka[-
Wara saMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaarsaMbaMiQat baajaar maoM emaesaAaoÀelasaIAao ka inayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~Na
haota hO̧  ]sako ilae inayaamak ko pUva-naumaaodnapUva-naumaaodnapUva-naumaaodnapUva-naumaaodnapUva-naumaaodna kI AavaSyakta
haogaI.saBaI phlauAaoM maoM pUNa- iksaI BaI p`stava pr inaNa-ya 9090909090
kaya- idvasaaoMkaya- idvasaaoMkaya- idvasaaoMkaya- idvasaaoMkaya- idvasaaoM ko BaItr saUicat ikyaa jaayaogaa.

 2º102º102º102º102º10 eosao maamalaaoM maoM jahaM idSaainado-Sa jaarI krnao kI tarIK
kao saMbaMiQat baajaar maoM ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[- iksaI samaUh ka AMSadana
25002500250025002500 sao AiQak hO¸ eosaI kanaUnaI [ka[-ÀsamaUh¸ ivaiBanna
emaesaAaoÀelasaIAao maoM Apnao inayaM~Na kao saIimat krnao ilae
idSaa inado-Sa jaarI haonao kI tarIK sao 12 mahInaaoM12 mahInaaoM12 mahInaaoM12 mahInaaoM12 mahInaaoM ko BaItr
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of guidelines, to limit its 'control' in various
M.S.O. (s)/L.C.O. (s) in such a way that the
contribution to market H.H.I. of that 'group'
reduces to less than or equal to 2500.

 2.11 Any M.S.O. who by itself contributes to more
than 2500 HHI in a relevant market should not be
permitted to merge with or acquire the 'control' of
any other MSO/ LCO in that relevant market.

 2.11 Also, the Tariff Offerings, Interconnect
Agreements, Must-Carry provisions, and the
Quality of Service of such M.S.O.'s would be
closely monitored by TRAI for any anti-
competitive practices.

 2.15 The Cable T.V. Networks Rules may be
amended to incorporate the rules on M&A/
acquisition of control, framed to prevent
monopolies/accumulation of interest in the
cable T.V. services and make it mandatory for
M.S.O.s to comply with the same.

6. The back reference of February 2021 stated that the
2013 Recommendations by TRAI had been considered
in the Ministry (nearly 8 years later!). The Ministry
of I and B observed that considerable time has passed
since the recommendations were made as the media
and entertainment landscape has changed drastically,
particularly with the Sector's digital technologies.

7. Therefore, the M.I.B. felt that some of
the issues needed further consideration
by the Authority. It asked TRAI to
provide a fresh set of recommendations
looking to subsequent developments/
expansion in the media-entertainment
sector. One of the key concerns
expressed by the Government was
whether the 2013 Recommendations
would affect the ease of doing business-a key policy
objective of the Government.

8. The new Consultation Paper is a treasure trove of
rarely publicised data which is very useful for the
Industry to analyse and sets the background in which
new queries are raised by TRAI.

9. Key contemporary data are summarised below: -
 The Indian Media & Entertainment (M&E)

industry is a sunrise sector for the Economy. It
has shown tremendous growth over the years.
The Industry grew from INR 1.026 trillion in
2014 to INR 1.38 trillion in 2020.

AavaSyak ]pcaara%mak ]paya]pcaara%mak ]paya]pcaara%mak ]paya]pcaara%mak ]paya]pcaara%mak ]paya krogaa taik ]sa samaUh ko
ecaecaAa[- ko baajaar maoM yaaogadana kma yaa 25002500250025002500 ko barabar
hao jaayao.

 2º112º112º112º112º11 kao[- BaI emaesaAao¸ jaao svaMya saMbaMiQat baajaar maoM
2500 sao AiQak ecaecaAa[-2500 sao AiQak ecaecaAa[-2500 sao AiQak ecaecaAa[-2500 sao AiQak ecaecaAa[-2500 sao AiQak ecaecaAa[- maoM yaaogadana krta hO¸ kao
]sa p`asaMigak baajaar maoM iksaI Anya emaesaAaoÀelasaIAao ko
saaqa ivalaya yaa inayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~Na haisala krnao kI Anaumait nahIM dI
jaanaI caaihe.

 2º112º112º112º112º11 saaqa hI¸ TOirf Aa^firMga¸ [MTrknao@T ega`ImaoMT¸ masT
kOrI p`avaQaana AaOr eosao emaesaAao kI saovaa kI gauNava<aa kI
iksaI BaI p`itspQaa- ivaraoQaIp`itspQaa- ivaraoQaIp`itspQaa- ivaraoQaIp`itspQaa- ivaraoQaIp`itspQaa- ivaraoQaI p`qaaAaoM ko ilae T/a[- Wara
baarIkI sao inagaranaI kI jaayaogaI.

 2º15 kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M ma o M ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko2º15 kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M ma o M ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko2º15 kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M ma o M ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko2º15 kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M ma o M ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko2º15 kobala TIvaI saovaaAao M ma o M ekaiQakarÀ$ica ko
saMcaya kao raoknao ko ilae banaayao gayao emaeMDeÀinayaM~NasaMcaya kao raoknao ko ilae banaayao gayao emaeMDeÀinayaM~NasaMcaya kao raoknao ko ilae banaayao gayao emaeMDeÀinayaM~NasaMcaya kao raoknao ko ilae banaayao gayao emaeMDeÀinayaM~NasaMcaya kao raoknao ko ilae banaayao gayao emaeMDeÀinayaM~Na
ko AiQaga`hNa pr inayamaao M kao Saaimala krnao ko ilaeko AiQaga`hNa pr inayamaao M kao Saaimala krnao ko ilaeko AiQaga`hNa pr inayamaao M kao Saaimala krnao ko ilaeko AiQaga`hNa pr inayamaao M kao Saaimala krnao ko ilaeko AiQaga`hNa pr inayamaao M kao Saaimala krnao ko ilae
kobala TIvaI na oTvak- inayamaa o M ma o M sa MSaa oQana ikyaa jaakobala TIvaI na oTvak- inayamaa o M ma o M sa MSaa oQana ikyaa jaakobala TIvaI na oTvak- inayamaa o M ma o M sa MSaa oQana ikyaa jaakobala TIvaI na oTvak- inayamaa o M ma o M sa MSaa oQana ikyaa jaakobala TIvaI na oTvak- inayamaa o M ma o M sa MSaa oQana ikyaa jaa
sakta hO AaOr emaesaAao ko ilae [saka Anaupalanasakta hO AaOr emaesaAao ko ilae [saka Anaupalanasakta hO AaOr emaesaAao ko ilae [saka Anaupalanasakta hO AaOr emaesaAao ko ilae [saka Anaupalanasakta hO AaOr emaesaAao ko ilae [saka Anaupalana
Ainavaaya - banaayaa jaa sakta hO.Ainavaaya - banaayaa jaa sakta hO.Ainavaaya - banaayaa jaa sakta hO.Ainavaaya - banaayaa jaa sakta hO.Ainavaaya - banaayaa jaa sakta hO.

6º frvarI 2021frvarI 2021frvarI 2021frvarI 2021frvarI 2021 maoM baOk roÍoMsa maoM kha gayaa hO ik T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- Wara
2013 kI isafairSaa2013 kI isafairSaa2013 kI isafairSaa2013 kI isafairSaa2013 kI isafairSaaoM pr maM~alaya maoM ivacaar ikyaa gayaa qaa
³lagaBaga 8 saala ko baad´lagaBaga 8 saala ko baad´lagaBaga 8 saala ko baad´lagaBaga 8 saala ko baad´lagaBaga 8 saala ko baad´.Aa[- AaOr baI maM~alaya nao doKa ik
isafairSaaoM kao ikyao gayao kafI samaya baIt cauka hO @yaaoMik maIiDyaa
AaOr manaaorMjana pirdRSya maoM kafI badlaava Aayaa hO̧  Kasakr sao@Tr

kI iDijaTla tknaIkaoM ko saaqa.
7º [sailae emaAa[-baI nao mahsaUsa ikyaa ik kuC
mau_aoM pr p`aiQakrNa Wara AaOr ivacaar krnao kI AavaSyakta
hO.[sanao T/a[- sao maIiDyaa manaaorMjana xao~ maoM baad ko
ivakasaÀivastar kao doKto hue isafairSaaoM ka ek nayaanayaanayaanayaanayaa
saoTsaoTsaoTsaoTsaoT p`dana krnao ko ilae kha.sarkar Wara vya@t kI
gayaI p`mauK icaMtaAaoM maoM sao ek maoM yah qaI ik @yaa 20132013201320132013
kI isafairSaoM vyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaIvyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaIvyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaIvyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaIvyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaI kao p`Baaivat

krogaI¸ jaao sarkar ka ek p`mauK naIitgat ]_oSya qaa.
8º nayaa pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~pramaSa- p~ dula-Ba $pdula-Ba $pdula-Ba $pdula-Ba $pdula-Ba $p sao p`caairt DoTa ka Kjaanaa hO jaao

]Vaoga ko ivaSlaoYaNa ko ilae bahut ]pyaaogaI hO AaOr ]sa pRYzBaUima
kao saoT krta hO ijasamaoM T/a[- Wara nayao p`Sna ]zayao jaato hOM.

9º p`mauK samasaamaiyak AaMkD,aoMsamasaamaiyak AaMkD,aoMsamasaamaiyak AaMkD,aoMsamasaamaiyak AaMkD,aoMsamasaamaiyak AaMkD,aoM ka saar naIcao idyaa jaa rha hO–
 BaartIya maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana ³emaeMDe´ ]Vaoga Aqa-vyavasqaa

ko ilae ek ]Barta huAa xao~]Barta huAa xao~]Barta huAa xao~]Barta huAa xao~]Barta huAa xao~ hO.[sanao ipClao kuC
vaYaao-M maoM jabardst vaRiw idKaa[- hO.]Vaoga 2014 maoM 1º0262014 maoM 1º0262014 maoM 1º0262014 maoM 1º0262014 maoM 1º026
iT/ilayana Épya oiT /ilayana Épya oiT /ilayana Épya oiT /ilayana Épya oiT /ilayana Épya o baZ,kr 2020 ma o M 1º38 iT/ilayana2020 ma o M 1º38 iT/ilayana2020 ma o M 1º38 iT/ilayana2020 ma o M 1º38 iT/ilayana2020 ma o M 1º38 iT/ilayana
ÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyaoÉpyao hao gayaa.
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 Further, with the digitisation and evolution of
Broadband networks, the Sector offers enormous
potential for increased demand and revenues.

 India's Television Industry stands at INR 68,500
crores in 2020 compared to INR 78,800 crores
in 2019. (A fall of Rs. 10,300 crores).

 Subscription revenues account for around 60-
65% of the overall industry revenue.
Subscription revenues had fallen from INR
46,800 crores in 2019 to INR 43,400 crores in
2020. (A fall of Rs. 3400 crores.).

 On a similar note, Advertisement revenue during
2020 was INR 25,100 crores compared to INR
32,000 crores in 2019. The decline (of Rs. 6900
crores is attributable to COVID 19.

 However, as the spread of Coronavirus reduces,
the Television industry is registering an upward
movement. As per the latest report issued by the
Broadcast Audience Research Council, India
(BARC) in June 2021, in the first half of 2021,
weekly T.V. Viewership stood at an of 921 billion
viewing minutes.

 The T.V. Broadcasting Sector encompasses 357
broadcasters as of 31 August 2021. Further,
there are 1733 registered M.S.O.s as of 1
September 2021, approximately 1,55,303 cable
operators as of March 2021, 1 HITS operator, 4
pay D.T.H. operators, and a few IPTV operators
in addition to the Public Service Broadcaster –
Doordarshan– providing a free-to-air D.T.H.
service in India.

 At the end of March 2021, an estimated 184.14
million T.V. households were served by the Cable
T.V. services, D.T.H. services, HITS services, IPTV
services, and a Terrestrial T.V. network of
Doordarshan.

 The Pay T.V. universe consists of around 73
million Cable T.V. subscribers, 70.99 million total
active D.T.H. subscribers and 2.15 million HITS
subscribers. In addition, there are 38 million
subscribers of Free-to-Air D.T.H. Service and
terrestrial T.V. services are provided by
Doordarshan.

 The number of registered M.S.O.s has increased
significantly from around 160 at the beginning of
2015 to 1733 in September 2021.

 [sako Alaavaa¸ ba`a^DbaOMD naoTvak- ko iDijaTlaIkrNa AaOr ivakasa
ko saaqa¸ yah xao~ baZ,I hu[- maaMga AaOr rajasva ko ilae vyaapk
saMBaavanaayaoM p`dana krta hO.

 Baart ka TolaIivajana ]Vaoga 2019 maoM 78800 kraoD,2019 maoM 78800 kraoD,2019 maoM 78800 kraoD,2019 maoM 78800 kraoD,2019 maoM 78800 kraoD,
ÉpyaÉpyaÉpyaÉpyaÉpyao kI tulanaa maoM 2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épya2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épya2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épya2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épya2020 maoM 68500 kraoD, Épyao hO
³10300 kraoD, Épyao10300 kraoD, Épyao10300 kraoD, Épyao10300 kraoD, Épyao10300 kraoD, Épyao kI igaravaT ko saaqa´

 sabsaËIPSana Aaya kula ]Vaoga rajasva ka lagaBaga 60–6560–6560–6560–6560–65
‰‰‰‰‰ hO.sabsaËIPSana rajasva 2019 maoM 46¸800 kraoD, Épyao
sao igarkrigarkrigarkrigarkrigarkr 20202020202020202020 maoM 43400 kraoD, Épya43400 kraoD, Épya43400 kraoD, Épya43400 kraoD, Épya43400 kraoD, Épyao hao gayaa qaa
³3400 kraoD, Épyao3400 kraoD, Épyao3400 kraoD, Épyao3400 kraoD, Épyao3400 kraoD, Épyao kI igaravaT ko saaqa´.

 [saI trh 2019 maoM 32300 kraoD, Épya2019 maoM 32300 kraoD, Épya2019 maoM 32300 kraoD, Épya2019 maoM 32300 kraoD, Épya2019 maoM 32300 kraoD, Épyao kI tulanaa maoM
20202020202020202020 ko da Orana iva&apna rajasvaiva&apna rajasvaiva&apna rajasvaiva&apna rajasvaiva&apna rajasva 25100 kra oD ,25100 kra oD ,25100 kra oD ,25100 kra oD ,25100 kra oD ,
ÉpyaÉpyaÉpyaÉpyaÉpyao qaa.6900 6900 6900 6900 6900 kraoD, Épyao kI igaravaT kaoivaD 19kaoivaD 19kaoivaD 19kaoivaD 19kaoivaD 19 ko
karNa huAa qaa.

 halaaMik jaOsao jaOsao kaoraonaavaayarsa ka p`saar kma haota jaa rha
hO̧  TolaIivajana ]Vaoga }pr kI Aaor baZ, rha hO.navaInatma
irpaoT- ko Anausaar jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021 mao M ba`a^DkasT Aa^iDyaMsaba`a^DkasT Aa^iDyaMsaba`a^DkasT Aa^iDyaMsaba`a^DkasT Aa^iDyaMsaba`a^DkasT Aa^iDyaMsa
irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´irsaca- ka]Misala¸ [MiDyaa ³baIeAarsaI´ Wara maukdmaa
dayar ikyaa gayaa¸ 20212021202120212021 kI phlaI CmaahI maoM saaPtaihk
TIvaI vyaUAriSap 921 ibailayana vyaU[- Mga imanaT921 ibailayana vyaU[- Mga imanaT921 ibailayana vyaU[- Mga imanaT921 ibailayana vyaU[- Mga imanaT921 ibailayana vyaU[-Mga imanaT qaI.

 TIvaI p`saarNa xao~ maoM 31 Agast31 Agast31 Agast31 Agast31 Agast 20212021202120212021 tk 357 p`saarkaoM357 p`saarkaoM357 p`saarkaoM357 p`saarkaoM357 p`saarkaoM
kao Saaimala ikyaa gayaa hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ 1 isatMbar 20211 isatMbar 20211 isatMbar 20211 isatMbar 20211 isatMbar 2021
kao 17331733173317331733 pMjaIkRt emaesaAaemaesaAaemaesaAaemaesaAaemaesaAao hO M¸ maaca - 2021maaca - 2021maaca - 2021maaca - 2021maaca - 2021 tk
lagaBaga 1¸55¸3031¸55¸3031¸55¸3031¸55¸3031¸55¸303 kobala Aa^proTr¸ 1 ihT\sa Aa^proTr¸ 44444
po DITIeca Aa^proTraoM AaOr kuCkuCkuCkuCkuC Aa[-pITIvaI Aa^proTraoM ko
Alaavaa laaok saovaa p`saark–dUrdSa-nadUrdSa-nadUrdSa-nadUrdSa-nadUrdSa-na Baart maoM ÍI–TU–eyar
DITIeca saovaa p`dana kr rha hO.

 maaca- 2021maaca- 2021maaca- 2021maaca- 2021maaca- 2021 ko AMt tk¸ kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM̧  DITIeca
saovaa¸ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaa¸ ihT\sa saovaa AaOr dUrdSa-na ko TorisT/
yala TIvaI naoTvak- Wara Anaumaainat 184º14 imailayana184º14 imailayana184º14 imailayana184º14 imailayana184º14 imailayana
TIvaITIvaITIvaITIvaITIvaI GaraoM kao saovaa p`dana kI gayaI.

 poTIvaIpoTIvaIpoTIvaIpoTIvaIpoTIvaI jagat ma o M lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaIjagat ma o M lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaIjagat ma o M lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaIjagat ma o M lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaIjagat ma o M lagaBaga 73 imailayana kobala TIvaI
ga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahkga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahkga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahkga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahkga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana kula saiËya DITIeca ga`ahk
AaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahkAaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahkAaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahkAaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahkAaOr 2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahk hOM.[sako Alaavaa
dUrdSa-na Wara ÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaaÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaaÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaaÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaaÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaa AaOr ToroisT/yala
TIvaI saovaaAaoM ko 38 imailayana38 imailayana38 imailayana38 imailayana38 imailayana ga`ahkga`ahkga`ahkga`ahkga`ahk hOM.

 pMjaIkRt emaesaAao kI saM#yaa 20152015201520152015 kI Sau$Aat maoM lagaBaga
160160160160160 sao isatMbar 20212021202120212021 maoM 17331733173317331733 tk phuMca gayaI.

 [sako Alaavaa 44444 po DITIeca Aa^proTr Baart maoM lagaBaga 7070707070
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 In addition, 4 pay D.T.H. operators are offering
D.T.H. service in India to approximately 70
million active subscribers.

 As per a BARC TV Universe, estimated T.V.
owning households represent about two-thirds
of all households. However, as per the estimates,
there are 25.5 million T.V. homes in Maharashtra
and Goa and 22.6 million T.V. homes in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry, while on the other hand,
there are only 6.8 million T.V. homes in Assam,
Nagaland, and Sikkim.

 TRAI observes that From Table 2.1 and Table
2.2 of the Consultation Paper, one may aver that
as multiple distribution platforms are available,
the potential monopoly of a single service
provider like an M.S.O. is unlikely.

 Further, as per the M.I.B. guidelines, even an
individual can get himself registered as an M.S.O.
by submitting a processing fee of a mere INR
One lakh (Rs. 1,00,000/-). Also, the estimated
cost of setting up a 250-channel headend is INR
2.75 million. The application procedure has been
simplified to a great extent. One can now apply
online on the Broadcast Seva portal of M.I.B.
There are quite a few instances where L.C.O.s
come together and start operating as M.S.O.s.
Such L.C.O. groupings have a definite business
advantage as they understand the business from
the grassroots levels.

 Further, as per the data shared by the service
providers with TRAI in May 2021, the top 14
M.S.O.s serve 45.7 million customers. As per
the subscriber base data of the top 15 D.P.O.s
(M.S.O.s and HITS) (as reported to TRAI), a large
percentage of an M.S.O.s subscriber base comes
through L.C.O.s. Out of the total number of
subscribers of an M.S.O., 97.5% of the
subscribers are secondary subscribers (through
L.C.O.s).

10. TRAI says one crucial parameter is the (large)
percentage of consumers being served through
L.C.O.s. Furthermore, L.C.O.s are not dependent on
any single M.S.O. L.C.O.s have the flexibility to shift
to another M.S.O. seeking additional profit or in case
of any unfavourable circumstances. In addition,
L.C.O.s can also reach remote, far-flung areas through
HITS operators as telecom bandwidth has become far
more economical in the few years.

imailayana saiËya ]pBaa o@taAa o Mi mailayana saiËya ]pBaa o@taAa o Mi mailayana saiËya ]pBaa o@taAa o Mi mailayana saiËya ]pBaa o@taAa o Mi mailayana saiËya ]pBaa o@taAa o M ka o DITIeca sa ovaaDITIeca sa ovaaDITIeca sa ovaaDITIeca sa ovaaDITIeca sa ovaa
p`dana kr rho hOM.

 baIeAarsaI TIvaI yaUinavasa-baIeAarsaI TIvaI yaUinavasa-baIeAarsaI TIvaI yaUinavasa-baIeAarsaI TIvaI yaUinavasa-baIeAarsaI TIvaI yaUinavasa- ko Anausaar¸ Anaumaainat TIvaI
vaalao Gar saBaI GaraoM ko lagaBaga dao–itha[dao–itha[dao–itha[dao–itha[dao–itha[- ka p`itinaiQa%va
krto hOM.halaaMik AnaumaanaaoM ko Anausaar maharaYT/ AaOr gaaovaa maoM
25º5 imailayana TIvaI Gar25º5 imailayana TIvaI Gar25º5 imailayana TIvaI Gar25º5 imailayana TIvaI Gar25º5 imailayana TIvaI Gar AaOr timalanaaDu va puDucaorI maoM
22º6 imailayana TIvaI 22º6 imailayana TIvaI 22º6 imailayana TIvaI 22º6 imailayana TIvaI 22º6 imailayana TIvaI Gar hOM jabaik dUsarI Aaor Asama¸
naagaalaOMD va isai@kma maoM kovala 6º8 imailayana6º8 imailayana6º8 imailayana6º8 imailayana6º8 imailayana TIvaI Gar hOM.

 T/a[- ka maananaa hO ik pramaSa- p~ kI Tobala 2º1Tobala 2º1Tobala 2º1Tobala 2º1Tobala 2º1 AaOr
Tobala 2º2Tobala 2º2Tobala 2º2Tobala 2º2Tobala 2º2 sao kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-kao[- yah kh sakta hO ik caUMik k[-
ivatrNa Pla oTfa ^ma - ]plabQa hO M ¸ [sailae emaesaAa oivatrNa Pla oTfa ^ma - ]plabQa hO M ¸ [sailae emaesaAa oivatrNa Pla oTfa ^ma - ]plabQa hO M ¸ [sailae emaesaAa oivatrNa Pla oTfa ^ma - ]plabQa hO M ¸ [sailae emaesaAa oivatrNa Pla oTfa ^ma - ]plabQa hO M ¸ [sailae emaesaAa o
jaOsao ekla saovaa p`data ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kIjaOsao ekla saovaa p`data ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kIjaOsao ekla saovaa p`data ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kIjaOsao ekla saovaa p`data ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kIjaOsao ekla saovaa p`data ko saMBaaivat ekaiQakar kI
sa MBaavanaa nahI M h O.sa MBaavanaa nahI M h O.sa MBaavanaa nahI M h O.sa MBaavanaa nahI M h O.sa MBaavanaa nahI M h O.

 [sako Alaavaa emaAa[-baI idSaainado-SaaoM ko Anausaar yahaM tk
ik ek vyai@t BaI kovala ek laaK Épyao ³100000ek laaK Épyao ³100000ek laaK Épyao ³100000ek laaK Épyao ³100000ek laaK Épyao ³100000
Épyao´Épyao´Épyao´Épyao´Épyao´ kI p`aosaoisaMga Saulk jamaa krko Kud kao emaesaAao ko
$p maoM pMjaIkRt krvaa sakta hO.[sako Alaavaa 250 caOnala250 caOnala250 caOnala250 caOnala250 caOnala
vaalao hoDeMDvaalao hoDeMDvaalao hoDeMDvaalao hoDeMDvaalao hoDeMD kI sqaapnaa kI Anaumaainat laagat 2º752º752º752º752º75
imailayana Épyaoimailayana Épyaoimailayana Épyaoimailayana Épyaoimailayana Épyao hO.Aavaodna p`iËyaa kao kafI hd tk
sarla banaayaa gayaa hO.Aba kao[- BaI emaAa[-baI ko p`saarNap`saarNap`saarNap`saarNap`saarNa
saovaasaovaasaovaasaovaasaovaa paoT-la pr Aa^nalaa[na Aavaodna kr sakta hO.eosao kuC
]dahrNa hOM jahaM elasaIAao ek saaqa Aato hOM AaOr emaesaAao
ko $p maoM kama Sau$ kr doto hOM.eosao elasaIAao samaUhaoM kao ek
inaiScat vyavasaaiyak laaBa haota hO @yaaoMik vao jamaInaIstr pr
vyavasaaya kao samaJato hOM.

 [sako Alaavaa ma[- 20212021202120212021 maoM saovaa p`data Wara T/a[- ko saaqa
saaJaa ikyao gayao AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar¸ SaIYa- 14 emaesaAa14 emaesaAa14 emaesaAa14 emaesaAa14 emaesaAao
45º745º745º745º745º7 imailayanaimailayanaimailayanaimailayanaimailayana ga`ahkaoM kao saovaa p`dana krto hOM.SaIYa- 1515151515
DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´DIpIAao ³emaesaAao va ecaAa[-TIesa´³jaOsaaik T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[-
kao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa´ ko ga`ahk AaQaar DoTa ko Anausaar¸
emaesaAao ga`ahk AaQaar ka ek baD,a p`itSat elasaIAao ko
maaQyama sao Aata hO. ek emaesaAao ko kula ga`ahkaoM maoM sao
97º5‰97º5‰97º5‰97º5‰97º5‰ ga`ahk saoko MDrI sabsaËa[barsaoko MDrI sabsaËa[barsaoko MDrI sabsaËa[barsaoko MDrI sabsaËa[barsaoko MDrI sabsaËa[bar ³elasaIAaoelasaIAaoelasaIAaoelasaIAaoelasaIAao ko
maaQyama saó  hOM.

10º T/a[- ka khnaa hO ik elasaIAao ko maaQyama sao ]pBaao@taAaoM ka
³baD,a´³baD,a´³baD,a´³baD,a´³baD,a´ p`itSat ek mah%vapUNa- maapdMD hO.[sako Alaavaa elasaIAao
iksaI ek emaesaAao pr inaBa-r nahIM hOM.elasaIAao ko pasa dUsaro
emaesaAao maoM iSaFT haonao kI CUT hO.Aitir@t laaBa kI tlaaSa maoM
yaa iksaI p`itkUla pirisqaityaaoM ko maamalao maoM iksaI Anya emaesaAao
kao sqaanaaMtirt krnao kI CUT hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ elasaIAao̧  ihT\sa
Aa^proTraoM ko maaQyama sao dUrsqa¸ dUr–draja ko xao~aoM tk BaI phuMca
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11. TRAI further says the Sector presents a vibrant
scenario with varied distribution platform operators
such as M.S.O., D.T.H., HITS, and IPTV. Furthermore,
the new regulatory framework has enabled more
growth as it restricts distortionary and discriminatory
practices. Due to the new framework, the total number
of M.S.O.s has been consistently growing in recent
years.

12. Such developments augur well for the competition.
One may opine that there is already enough
competition in the market, and there is no need to
regulate the issue of monopoly/market dominance
in cable services at present.

13. It, however, points out that a counterpoint to this is
the level of competition in the M.S.O.s' business is
not uniform. D.T.H. service providers do offer an
alternate option for consumers. But Cable T.V.
operators can provide broadband and voice services
in addition to the distribution of T.V. channels, which
D.T.H. operators cannot.

14. Furthermore, competition within the Cable T.V. sector
is essential as Cable T.V. networks operate on a State/
regional basis and can choose specific channels to be
supplied according to the demand in a particular area.
In contrast, D.T.H. services operate nationally and
transmit the same channels throughout the country
irrespective of the need for channels in different
markets.

15. TRAI has taken note of the explosive growth of
O.T.T. Platforms, stating that in the Financial Year
2019-20, the Digital and O.T.T. Sector registered
an increase of 26%, the highest growth amongst
other segments of the M&E Sector. To derive benefit
from O.T.T. platforms, many Internet Service
Providers (I.S.P.s) across the country are bundling
subscription-based video streaming O.T.T.
platforms to allure new subscribers. This pattern of
bundling O.T.T. services in their offerings is used
by almost all telecom service providers.

16. This is why TRAI feels that the consumers have
sufficient options to avail themselves of Television
Broadcasting Services. Further, as highlighted in
the current reference of M.I.B., considerable time
had elapsed since TRAI's previous
Recommendations in November 2013.

17. Meanwhile, with the advent of digital technologies,

sakta hO @yaaoMik kuC vaYaao-M maoM dUrsaMcaar baOMDivaD\qa khIM AiQak
ikfaayatI hao gayaa hO.

11º T//a[- Aagao khta hO ik yah xao~ emaesaAao̧  DITIeca¸ ihT\sa AaOr
Aa[-pITIvaI jaOsao ivaiBanna ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ko saaqa ek
jaIvaMtjaIvaMtjaIvaMtjaIvaMtjaIvaMt pirdRSyapirdRSyapirdRSyapirdRSyapirdRSya p`stut krta hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ nayao inayaamak
Z,aMcao nao AiQak ivakasa kao saxama ikyaa hO @yaaoMik yah ivakRit AaOr
BaodBaavapUNa- p`qaaAaoM kao p`baMiQat krta hO.nayao Z,aMcao ko karNa¸
hala ko vaYaao-M maoM emaesaAao kI kula saM#yaa lagaatar baZ, rhI hO.

12º 12º 12º 12º 12º [sa trh ko GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko ilae SauBa saMkot[sa trh ko GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko ilae SauBa saMkot[sa trh ko GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko ilae SauBa saMkot[sa trh ko GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko ilae SauBa saMkot[sa trh ko GaTnaaËma p`ityaaoigata ko ilae SauBa saMkot
hO.kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik baajaar ma o M phlao sa o hIhO.kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik baajaar ma o M phlao sa o hIhO.kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik baajaar ma o M phlao sa o hIhO.kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik baajaar ma o M phlao sa o hIhO.kao[- yah maana sakta hO ik baajaar ma o M phlao sa o hI
p ` itspQa a -  h O  Aa O r v at - m a a n a  m a o M  Axa m a s a o v a aAa o M  k op ` itspQa a -  h O  Aa O r v at - m a a n a  m a o M  Axa m a s a o v a aAa o M  k op ` itspQa a -  h O  Aa O r v at - m a a n a  m a o M  Axa m a s a o v a aAa o M  k op ` itspQa a -  h O  Aa O r v at - m a a n a  m a o M  Axa m a s a o v a aAa o M  k op ` itspQa a -  h O  Aa O r v at - m a a n a  m a o M  Axa m a s a o v a aAa o M  k o
ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Ba u%va ko ma u_o kao ivainayaimat krnaoekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Ba u%va ko ma u_o kao ivainayaimat krnaoekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Ba u%va ko ma u_o kao ivainayaimat krnaoekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Ba u%va ko ma u_o kao ivainayaimat krnaoekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Ba u%va ko ma u_o kao ivainayaimat krnao
kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.

13º halaaMik¸ yah [Migat krta hO ik [saka ek p`itvaadp`itvaadp`itvaadp`itvaadp`itvaad emaesaAao
maoM p`itspQaa- ka str hO̧  vyavasaaya eksamaana nahIM hO.DITIeca saovaa
p`data ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae ek vaOkilpk ivaklp p`dana krto
hOM.laoikna kobala TIvaI Aa^proTr TIvaI caOnalaaoM ko ivatrk ko
Alaavaa ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr vaa^yasa saovaayaoM p`dana kr sakto hOM jaao ik
DITIeca Aa^proTr nahIM kr sakto hOM.

14º [sako Alaavaa kobala TIvaI xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa-xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa-xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa-xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa-xao~ ko BaItr p`itspQaa- AavaSyak
hO @yaaoMik kobala TIvaI naoTvak- rajyaÀxao~Iya AaQaar pr kama krto hOM
AaOr iksaI xao~ ivaSaoYa kI maaMga ko Anausaar AapUit- ko ilae ivaiSaYT
caOnala cauna sakto hOM.[sako ivapirt DITIeca saovaayaoM raYT/Iya str
pr saMcaailat haotI hOM AaOr Alaga–Alaga baajaaraoM maoM caOnalaaoM kI
AavaSyakta ko baavajaUd pUro doSa maoM ek hI caOnala p̀saairt krtI hO.

15º T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- T/a[- nao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M kI ivasfaoTk vaRiw pr Qyaana idyaa hO
ijasamaoM kha gayaa hO ik iva<aIya vaYa- 2019–202019–202019–202019–202019–20 maoM̧  iDijaTla AaOr
AaoTITI xao~ nao 2626262626‰‰‰‰‰ kI vaRiw dja- kI¸ jaao emaeMD[- xao~ maoM
sabasao AiQak vaRiw hO.AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M sao laaBa p`aPt krnao ko
ilae doSa Bar maoM k[- [MTrnaoT saovaa p`data ³Aa[-esapI´ nayao
ga`ahkaoM kao AakiYa-t krnao ko ilae sadsyata AaQaairt vaIiDyaao
sT/IimaMga AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao baMDla kr rho hOM.AaoTITI saovaaAaoM
kao ]nako Aa^fr maoM baMDla krnao ka yah pOTna- lagaBaga saBaI
dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM Wara ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaata hO.

16º16º16º16º16º yahI karNa hO ik T/a[- kao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM koyahI karNa hO ik T/a[- kao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM koyahI karNa hO ik T/a[- kao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM koyahI karNa hO ik T/a[- kao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM koyahI karNa hO ik T/a[- kao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM ko
pasa TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilaepasa TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilaepasa TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilaepasa TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilaepasa TolaIivajana p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilae
pyaa-Pt ivaklp hO.[sako Alaavaa jaOsaaik emaAa[-baI kopyaa -Pt ivaklp hO.[sako Alaavaa jaOsaaik emaAa[-baI kopyaa -Pt ivaklp hO.[sako Alaavaa jaOsaaik emaAa[-baI kopyaa -Pt ivaklp hO.[sako Alaavaa jaOsaaik emaAa[-baI kopyaa -Pt ivaklp hO.[sako Alaavaa jaOsaaik emaAa[-baI ko
vat-maana roÍo Msa ma o M batayaa gayaa hO ik nava Mbar 2013 ma o Mvat-maana roÍo Msa ma o M batayaa gayaa hO ik nava Mbar 2013 ma o Mvat-maana roÍo Msa ma o M batayaa gayaa hO ik nava Mbar 2013 ma o Mvat-maana roÍo Msa ma o M batayaa gayaa hO ik nava Mbar 2013 ma o Mvat-maana roÍo Msa ma o M batayaa gayaa hO ik nava Mbar 2013 ma o M
T /a[ - kI ipClaI isafairSaa o M ko baad kafI samaya baItT/a[ - kI ipClaI isafairSaa o M ko baad kafI samaya baItT/a[ - kI ipClaI isafairSaa o M ko baad kafI samaya baItT/a[ - kI ipClaI isafairSaa o M ko baad kafI samaya baItT/a[ - kI ipClaI isafairSaa o M ko baad kafI samaya baIt
ca uka hO.ca uka hO.ca uka hO.ca uka hO.ca uka hO.
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the Television Services landscape has changed
substantially. Technological developments, especially
the I.P. technology and increasing packet-switched
digital communications, have made converged
services possible. The telecom networks can provide
access to broadcasting in addition to
Telecommunication services. Similarly, with
digitisation, cable T.V. networks can also provide
Internet access and telephone services. Market-
related convergence also occurs as consumers desire
one-stop services.

18. Therefore, it is important to examine the subject of the
monopoly of Cable Services in-toto, considering all
alternative options. TRAI opines that the new
regulatory framework (notified in March 2017 and
implemented in December 2018) has, to a certain
extent, curbed the tendency of M.S.O.s to form
monopolies or abuse their dominance. The framework
put an end to the earlier practice of discriminatory
pricing by Broadcasters. Such discriminatory pricing
almost always worked to the disadvantage of small
M.S.O.s. Thus, the framework has helped establish a
level-playing field between large and small M.S.O.s.
The recent spurt in new registrations of M.S.O.s is
attributable to it.

19. The Regulator has raised twenty-six issues of
Consultation, which are available in the Consultation
paper. Key topics of Consultation are discussed below
with brief responses.

ISSUES FOR CONSULTATION

Q1: Given that there are multiple options for consumers
to avail of television services, do you think there is
sufficient competition in the television distribution
sector? Elaborate your answer with reasoning/
analysis/justification.

Q2: Considering the current regulatory framework and
the market structure, do you think there is a need to
regulate the issue of monopoly/oligopoly/market
dominance in Cable T.V. Services? Do provide
reasoning/justification, including data substantiating
your response

Q3. Keeping in view the market structure of the television
broadcast sector, suggest proactive measures that
may address impending issues related to monopoly/
market dominance in the Cable T.V. sector? Provide

17º [sa baIca iDijaTla tknaIkI ko Aagamana ko saaqa¸ TolaIivajana
saovaaAaoM ka pirdRSya kafI hd tk badla gayaa hO.tknaIkI
ivakasa¸ ivaSaoYa $p sao Aa[-pI tknaIkI AaOr baZ,to pOkoT–isvacD
iDijaTla saMcaar nao knva-jaMsa saovaaAaoMknva-jaMsa saovaaAaoMknva-jaMsa saovaaAaoMknva-jaMsa saovaaAaoMknva-jaMsa saovaaAaoM kao saMBava banaa idyaa
hO.dUrsaMcaar naoTvak- dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko Alaavaa p`saarNa tk
phuMca p`dana kr sakto hOM.[saI trh¸ iDijaTlaIkrNa ko saaqa
kobala TIvaI naoTvak- [MTrnaoT e@saosa AaOr TolaIfaona saovaayaoM BaI
p`dana kr sakto hOM.baajaar sao saMbaMiQat knvaja-Msa BaI haota hO
@yaaoMik ]pBaao@ta vana sTa^pvana sTa^pvana sTa^pvana sTa^pvana sTa^p saovaaAaoM kI [cCa rKto hOM.

18º [sailae¸ saBaI vaOkilpk ivaklpaoM pr ivacaar krto hue kobala
saovaaAaoM ko ekaiQakar ko ivaYaya kI jaaMca krnaa mah%vapUNa- hO.T/a[-
ka maananaa hO ik nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao ³maaca- 2017maaca- 2017maaca- 2017maaca- 2017maaca- 2017 maoM AiQasaUicat
AaOr idsaMbar 2018idsaMbar 2018idsaMbar 2018idsaMbar 2018idsaMbar 2018 maoM laagaU´ nao kuC hd tk emaesaAao kI
ekaiQakar banaanao yaa ]nako p`Bau%va ka du$pyaaoga krnao kI p`vaRi<a
pr AMkuSa lagaayaa hO.[sa Z,aMcao nao p`saarkaoM Wara BaodBaavapUNa- maUlya
inaQaa-rNa kI puranaI p`qaa kao samaaPt kr idyaa hO.[sa trh ko
BaodBaavapUNa- maUlya inaQaa-rNa nao lagaBaga hmaoSaa CaoTo emaesaAao ko
nauksaana ko ilae kama ikyaa hO.[sa p`kar¸ Z,aMcao nao baD,o va CaoTo
emaesaAao ko baIca ek samaana Avasar sqaaipt krnao maoM madd kI
hO.emaesaAao ko nayao pMjaIkrNa maoM Sat–p`itSat vaRiw [sako karNa
hO.

19º inayaamak nao pramaSa- ko ilae 26 mau_o26 mau_o26 mau_o26 mau_o26 mau_o ]zayao hOM̧  jaao pramaSa- p~ maoM
]plabQa hO.saMixaPt p`itiËyaaAaoM ko saaqa pramaSa- ko p`mauK ivaYayaaoM
pr naIcao cacaa- kI gayaI hO.

pramaSa- ko ilae mau_o hO MpramaSa- ko ilae mau_o hO MpramaSa- ko ilae mau_o hO MpramaSa- ko ilae mau_o hO MpramaSa- ko ilae mau_o hO M

p1: yah doKto hue ik ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae TolaIivajana saovaaAaoM ka
laaBa ]zanao ko ilae k[- ivaklpk[- ivaklpk[- ivaklpk[- ivaklpk[- ivaklp hO̧  @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik
TolaIivajana ivatrNa xao~ maoM pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa-pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa-pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa-pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa-pyaa-Pt p`itspQaa- hOÆ Apnao ]<ar
tk-ÀivaSlaoYaNaÀAaOica%ya ko saaqa ivastRt kroM.

p`2: vat-maana inayaamak Z,aMcaovat-maana inayaamak Z,aMcaovat-maana inayaamak Z,aMcaovat-maana inayaamak Z,aMcaovat-maana inayaamak Z,aMcao AaOr baajaar saMrcanaa kao Qyaana mao M
rKto hue¸ @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM
ekaiQakarÀAlpaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va ko mau_o kao ivainayaimat
krnao kI AavaSyakta hOÆApnaI p`itiËyaa kI puiYT krnao vaalao
DoTa saiht tk-ÀAaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p`3: TolaIivajana p`saarNa xao~ kI baajaar saMrcanaa kao Qyaana maoM rKto
hue¸ saiËya ]payaaoM ka sauJaava doM¸ jaao kobala TIvaI xao~ maoM
ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va sao saMbaMiQat Aasanna mau_ao M kao
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reasoning/details, including data (if any) to justify
your comments.

Response: (1-3)
Out of 184.14 million T.V. Households, the Pay T.V.

universe consists of 73 million Cable T.V. subscribers,
70.99 million actives D.T.H. subscribers, 2.15 million
HITS subscribers and 36 million Free To Air D.T.H.
service terrestrial services provided by Doordarshan.

The 73 million cables T.V. subscribers are served
by 1733 registered Multi System Operators and over
155303 cable operators.

Even though there is a greater concentration of
M.S.O.'s and Cable T.V. operators in Delhi/Karnataka/
Rajasthan/West Bengal and Maharashtra, some states
like Tamil Nadu/Punjab/Odisha/Kerala and Uttar
Pradesh have lesser M.S.O.'s and Cable Operators.
But these States have active D.T.H. services, which
have now introduced smart boxes, thus giving heavy
competition to the natural advantage of M.S.O.'s
offering broadband services.

There is absolutely no need to bring any more
artificial controls to curb the natural growth of the
cable distribution sector.

Q4. Do you think that there are entry barriers in the
Indian cable television sector? If yes, please provide
the list and suggest suitable measures to address
these? Do provide justification for your response.

Q5. Do you think there is a need to regulate L.C.O.'s to
protect the interest of consumers and ensure growth/
competition in the cable T.V. sector? If yes, then kindly
suggest suitable regulatory/policy measures.
Support your comments with reasoning/ justification.

Response (4-5).
There have been no significant entry barriers in

the Cable T.V. Distribution industry in the past decade.
This is acknowledged by TRAI in the Consultation
Paper. However, there are processing delays,
especially on security clearances which could be put
into a 90-day deadline in the ordinary course.

The interests of consumers are better served by
giving freedom of business to cable operators with
their large feet on street staff to service homes of all
demographics from slums to penthouses in urban areas
and districts, taluks, villages, and far-flung rural
areas.

saMbaaoiQat kr sakto hOMÆ ApnaI iTPpiNayaaoM kao sahI zhranao ko
ilae DoTa ³yaid kao[- haó  saiht tk-ÀivavarNa p`dana kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³1–3´p`itiËyaa ³1–3´p`itiËyaa ³1–3´p`itiËyaa ³1–3´p`itiËyaa ³1–3´
184º14 imailayana TIvaI Garao maoM sao̧  po TIvaI yaUinavasa- maoM 73

imailayana kobala TIvaI ga`ahk¸ 70º99 imailayana saiËya DITIeca ga`ahk¸
2º15 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahk AaOr dUrdSa-na Wara p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI
ÍI–TU–eyar DITIeca saovaa va TorisT/yala saovaa ko 36 imailayana ga`ahk
Saaimala hOM.

73 imailayana kobala TIvaI ga`ahkaoM kao 1733 pMjaIkRt malTI
isasTma Aa^proTraoM AaOr 155303 sao AiQak kobala Aa^proTraoM Wara
saovaa p`dana kI jaatI hO.

Balao hI idllaIÀknaa-TkÀrajasqaanaÀpiScama baMgaala AaOr maharaYT/
maoM emaesaAao AaOr kobala TIvaI Aa^proTraoM kI AiQak saM#yaa hO¸
timalanaaDuÀpMjaabaÀ]D,IsaaÀkorla AaOr ]<ar p`doSa jaOsao kuC rajyaaoM maoM
emaesaAao AaOr kobala Aa^proTr kma hOM.laoikna [na rajyaaoM maoM saiËya
DITIeca saovaayaoM̧  ijanhaoMnao Aba smaaT- baa^@sa poSa ikyao hOM̧  [sa p`kar
ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa krnao vaalao emaesaAao ko p`akRitk laaBa
kao BaarI p`itspQaa- do rho hOM.

kobala ivatrNa xao~ ko p`akRitk ivakasa kao raoknao ko ilae AaOr
AiQak kRi~ma inayaM~Na laanao kI ibalkula AavaSyakta nahIM hO.

p`4: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik BaartIya kobala TolaIivajana xao~ maoM
p`vaoSa baaQaayaoMp`vaoSa baaQaayaoMp`vaoSa baaQaayaoMp`vaoSa baaQaayaoMp`vaoSa baaQaayaoM hOÆ yaid haM¸ tao kRpyaa saUcaI ]plabQa krayaoM
AaOr [naka samaaQaana krnao ko ilae ]pyau@t ]paya sauJaayaoMÆ
ApnaI p`itiËyaa ko ilae AaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p5: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ihtaoM kI rxaa krnao
AaOr kobala TIvaI xao~ maoM ivakasaÀp̀itspQaa- sauinaiScat krnao ko
ilae elasaIAao kao ivainayaimatelasaIAao kao ivainayaimatelasaIAao kao ivainayaimatelasaIAao kao ivainayaimatelasaIAao kao ivainayaimat krnao kI AavaSyakta hOÆ
yaid haM̧  tao kRpyaa ]pyau@t inayaamakÀnaIitgat ]payaaoM ka sauJaava
doM.tk-ÀAaOica%ya ko saaqa ApnaI iTPpNaI ka samaqa-na kroM.

p `itiËyaa ³4–5´p`itiËyaa ³4–5´p`itiËyaa ³4–5´p`itiËyaa ³4–5´p`itiËyaa ³4–5´
ipClao ek dSak maoM kobala TIvaI ivatrNa ]Vaoga maoM kao[-

mah%vapUNa- p`vaoSa baaQaa nahIM rhI hO.T/a[- ko pramaSa- p~ nao [sao svaIkar
ikyaa hO.halaaMik p`saMskrNa maoM dorI hao rhI hO̧  ivaSaoYa $p sao saurxaa
maMjaUrI pr¸ ijasao saamaanya halat maoM 90 idnaaoM kI samaya saImaa maoM rKa jaa
sakta hO.

SahrI xao~aoM AaOr ijalaaoM maoM̧  talauka¸ gaaMvaaoM̧  dUrdraja ko ga`amaINa
xao~aoM maoM JauggaI–JaaopiD,yaaoM sao laokr poMTha]sa tk saBaI janasaaMi#yakI ko
saovaa GaraoM maoM sT/IT sTaf pr Apnao baD,o phuMca ko saaqa kobala Aa^proTraoM
kao vyavasaaya kI svatM~ta dokr ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ihtaoM kI baohtr saovaa
kI jaatI hO.
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Even though there are over 1700 registered
M.S.O.'s, an overwhelming number of operators exist
who actually provide services to the customers. The
relationships between the two have been smoothened
by a series of TRAI's regulatory initiatives in the past
decade.

There is no need to further regulate last mile
operators. Procedural issues like granting post office
registration for five years at a time instead of annually
are recommended.

Further, the demand for industry status in the
MSME sector to help with bank financing/simpler tax
regimes are all long-pending demands.

Q6. What should be the norms of sharing infrastructure
at the level of L.C.O. to enable broadband services
through the cable television infrastructure for last-
mile access?

Response (6)
There are three ways to share infrastructure not

only for broadband but also many other value-added
services. Firstly, the Government utilities like
Railways/Oil and Power can allow fibre access to set
up broadband capacity to supply to their customers.
Secondly, the 1700 MSOs can be asked to ensure their
linked Last Mile Operators to their Broadband
networks. Finally, the LMOs can utilise the I.S.P.
licences of Telecom Service Providers like Airtel/Jio/
Vodafone Idea. The first is most preferred.

 Is there a possibility that L.C.O. may gain undue
market control over broadband and other services
within its area of operation? If yes, suggest suitable
measures to prevent such market control. Provide
detailed comments and justify your answer.

Response (6)
The latest Government Indian Brand Equity

Federation (IBEF) data reveals 781 million Internet
subscribers. Most of these services are provided by
Telecom Service Providers. In contrast, the total
number of wired broadband customers is less than 22
million as per the latest data. Here too, the lead is
taken by BSNL/ Airtel/ Jio/Atria Convergence and
Hathway. The question of monopoly does not arise.

Q7. What should be the relevant market for measuring
the market power of cable services? Do provide full
justification for your response.

Balao hI 1700 sao AiQak pMjaIkRt emaesaAao hOM̧  ifr BaI baD,I
saM#yaa maoM Aa^proTr maaOjaUd hOM jaao vaastva maoM ga`ahkaoM kao saovaa p`dana krto
hOM.ipClao ek dSak maoM T/a[- kI inayaamak phlaaoM kI ek EaRMKlaa Wara
daonaaoM ko baIca saMbaMQaaoM kao saugama banaayaa gayaa hO.

laasT maa[la Aa^proTraoM kao AaOr AiQak ivainayaimat krnao kI
kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.vaaiYa-k ko bajaaya ek baar maoM paMca saala
ko ilae pMjaIkrNa donao jaOsao p`iËyaa%mak mau_aoM kI isafairSa kI jaatI
hO.

[sako Alaavaa baOMk iva<apaoYaNaÀsarla kr vyavasqaaAaoM maoM madd
ko ilae emaesaema[- xao~ maoM ]Vaoga kI isqait kI maaMga saBaI laMbao samaya
sao laMibat maaMga hO.

p`6: elasaIAao ko str pr bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaabauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaabauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaabauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaabauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao ko
maanadMD @yaa haonao caaihe¸ taik kobala TolaIivajana ko bauinayaadI
Z,aMcao ko maaQyama sao ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM kao saxama banaayaa jaa sako.

p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´
na kovala ba`a^DbaOMD ko ilae bailk k[- Anya maUlya vaiQa-t saovaaAaoM

ko ilae bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao ko tIna trIko hOM.sabasao phlao
rolavaoÀtola AaOr ibajalaI jaOsaI sarkarI sauivaQaayaoM Apnao ga`ahkaoM kao
AapUit- krnao ko ilae ba`a^DbaOMD xamata sqaaipt krnao ko ilae fa[bar
e@saosa kI Anaumait do saktI hO.dUsaro 1700 emaesaAao kao Apnao
ba`a^DbaOMD naoTvak- sao jauD,o laasT maa[la Aa^proTraoM kao sauinaiScat krnao ko
ilae kha jaa sakta hO.AMt maoM̧  elaemaAao̧  eyarTolaÀijayaaoÀvaaoDafaona–
Aa[iDyaa jaOsao dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM ko Aa[-esapI laa[saoMsa ka
[stomaala kr sakta hO.phlao kao sabasao jyaada psaMd ikyaa jaata hO
 @yaa elasaIAao Apnao pircaalana ko xaò~ maoM ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr Anya

saovaaAaoM pr Anauicat baajaar inayaM~Na haisala kr sakta hOÆ yaid
haM tao eosao baajaar inayaM~Na kao raoknao ko ilae ]pyau@t ]paya
sauJaayaoM.ivastRt iTPpiNayaaM doM AaOr Apnao ]<ar kI puiYT kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´p`itiËyaa ³6´
navaInatma sarkarI BaartIya ba`aMD [i@vaTI foDroSana ³Aa[-baI[-

ef´ ko AaMkD,aoM sao 781 imailayana [MTrnaoT ga`ahkaoM ka pta calata
hO.[namaoM sao AiQakaMSa saovaayaoM dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM Wara p`dana kI
jaatI hO.[sako ivaprIt navaInatma AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar vaayaD- ba`a^DbaOMD
ga`ahkaoM kI kula saM#yaa 22 imailayana sao BaI kma hao gayaI hO.yahaM BaI
baIesaenaela À eyarTola À ijayaao ÀATiryaa knvaja-Msa AaOr hoqavao
Wara laID laI gayaI hO.[sailae ekaiQakar ka p`Sna nahIM ]zta hO.

p`7: kobala saovaaAaoM kI baajaar Sai@t kao maapnao ko ilae p`asaMigakp`asaMigakp`asaMigakp`asaMigakp`asaMigak
baajaarbaajaarbaajaarbaajaarbaajaar @yaa haonaa caaiheÆApnaI p`itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya
p`dana kroM.
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Q8. Can a state, city, or sub-city be identified as the
relevant geographic market for cable television
services? What should be the factors in
consideration while defining the relevant geographic
market for cable television services? Do provide full
justification for your response.

Q9. Do you think that M.S.O.'s and its Joint Ventures
(J.V.) should be treated as a single entity while
considering their strength in the relevant market? If
yes, what should be the thresholds to define an
M.S.O. and its J.V. as a single entity? Do provide full
justification for your response.

Q10. Which method is best suited for measuring the level
of competition or market concentration of M.S.O.'s
or L.C.O.'s in a relevant market? Provide your
suggestions with justification. Do you think that
H.H.I. is appropriate to measure the market
concentration of M.S.O.'s in the relevant market? Do
provide full justification for your response. If yes,
then in your opinion, should M.S.O. and its J.V.'s be
considered a single entity for calculating their H.H.I.?
Do provide supporting data with proper justification
for your response.

Q11. In case you are of the opinion that H.H.I. may be
used to measure the market concentration of
M.S.O.'s in the relevant market, then is there a need
to revise the threshold H.H.I. value of 2500 as
previously recommended? If yes, what should be
the threshold value of market share beyond which
an M.S.O. and its group companies should not be
allowed to build market share on their own? Do
provide full justification for your response.

Q12. Do you think there should be an assessment of
competition at L.C.O.'s level on a district/ town
basis? If yes, what should be threshold H.H.I. in
your opinion for such assessment. Justify your
answer with detailed comments and examples.

Q13. In cases where an M.S.O. controls more than the
prescribed threshold, what measures/ methodology
should be adopted to regulate so as to bring the
market share/H.H.I. below the threshold level?
Specify modalities for implementation and effects of
such process. Do provide full justification of your
response.

Response (7-13)
With the proper mapping of urban conglomerations

p`8: @yaa kobala TolaIivajana saovaaAaoM ko ilae p`asaMigak BaaOgaaoilakp`asaMigak BaaOgaaoilakp`asaMigak BaaOgaaoilakp`asaMigak BaaOgaaoilakp`asaMigak BaaOgaaoilak
baajaarbaajaarbaajaarbaajaarbaajaar ko $p maoM ek rajya¸ Sahr yaa ]p–Sahr kI phcaana kI
jaa saktI hOÆkobala TolaIivajana saovaaAaoM ko ilae p̀asaMigak BaaOgaaoilak
baajaar ko pirBaaiYat krto samaya ikna karkaoM kao Qyaana maoM rKnaa
caaiheÆApnaI p̀itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p̀dana kro.

p`9: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik p`asaMigak baajaar maoM ]nakI takt pr
ivacaar krto hue emaesaAao AaOr ]sako saMyau@t ]VmaaoM ³jaovaI´
kao ek [ka[-ek [ka[-ek [ka[-ek [ka[-ek [ka[- ko $p maoM maanaa jaanaa caaiheÆ yaid haM̧  tao ek
emaesaAao AaOr ]sako saMyau@t ]Vma kao ek [ka[- ko $p maoM
pirBaaiYat krnao ko ilae @yaa saImaayaoM haonaI caaiheÆApnaI p̀itiËyaa
ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p`10: p`asaMigak baajaar maoM emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao kI p`itspQaa- ko
str yaa baajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`tabaajaar kI ekaga`ta kao maapnao ko ilae kaOna saI ivaiQa
sabasao ]pyau@t hOÆAaOica%ya saiht Apnao sauJaava doM.@yaa Aapkao
lagata hO ik p`asaMigak baajaar maoM emaesaAao kI baajaar ekaga`ta
kao maapnao ko ilae ecaecaAa[- ]pyau@t hOÆApnaI p`itiËyaa ko
ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana kroMÆ yaid haM tao AapkI raya maoM @yaa
emaesaAao AaOr ]sako saMyau@t ]pËma kao Apnao ecaecaAa[-
gaNanaa krnao vaalaI ek [ka[- maanaa jaanaa caaiheÆApnaI p`itiËyaa
ko ilae ]icat AaOica%ya ko saaqa sahayak DoTa p`dana kroM.

p`11: yaid AapkI raya hO ik ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[-ecaecaAa[- ka ]pyaaoga saMbaMiQat
baajaar maoM emaesaAao kI baajaar ekaga`tabaajaar ekaga`tabaajaar ekaga`tabaajaar ekaga`tabaajaar ekaga`ta kao maapnao ko ilae
ikyaa jaa sakta hO tao @yaa phlao kI isafairSa ko Anausaar
25002500250025002500 ko ecaecaAa[- maUlya kao saMSaaoiQat krnao kI AavaSyakta
hOÆyaid haM tao baajaar ihssaodarI kI vah p`arMiBak maUlya @yaa haonaa
caaihe ijasako Aagao ek emaesaAao AaOr ]sako samaUh kI kMpinayaaoM
kao Apnao dr pr baajaar ihssaodarI banaanao kI Anaumait nahIM dI
jaanaI caaiheÆApnaI p̀itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p̀dana kroM.

p`12: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik ijalaaÀnagar ko AaQaar pr elasaIAao
ko str pr p`itspQaa- ka Aaklanap`itspQaa- ka Aaklanap`itspQaa- ka Aaklanap`itspQaa- ka Aaklanap`itspQaa- ka Aaklana haonaa caaiheÆ yaid haM¸
tao [sa trh ko Aaklana ko ilae AapkI raya maoM ecaecaAa[- kI
saImaa @yaa haonaI caaihe.ivastRt iTPpiNayaaoM AaOr ]dahrNa ko
saaqa Apnao ]<ar kI puiYT kroM.

p`13: eosao maamalaaoM maoM jahaM ek emaesaAao inaQaa-irtinaQaa-irtinaQaa-irtinaQaa-irtinaQaa-irt saImaa saImaa saImaa saImaa saImaa sao AiQak
inayaM~Na krta hO̧  baajaar ihssaodarIÀecaecaAa[ecaecaAa[ecaecaAa[ecaecaAa[ecaecaAa[- kao nyaUnatma
str ko naIcao laanao ko ilae ivainayaimat krnao ko ilae kaOna sao
]payaÀpwit ApnaayaI jaanaI caaiheÆ eosaI p`iËyaa ko kayaa-
nvayana AaOr p`BaavaaoM ko ilae taOr trIko inaid-YT kroM.ApnaI
p`itiËyaa ka pUNa- AaOca%ya p`dana kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³7–13´p`itiËyaa ³7–13´p`itiËyaa ³7–13´p`itiËyaa ³7–13´p`itiËyaa ³7–13´
SahrI samaUhaoM AaOr ijalaaoM ko ]icat maanaica~Na ko saaqa T/a[-̧
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and districts, TRAI can map the area of operation of
M.S.O.'s/J.V.'s/LMOs. To this, the number of D.T.H. active
subscribers can be found out. If this exercise is done
one time and repeated every six months, there will be
no need to take any adverse action on reducing market
power.

Q14. Do you think that D.T.H. services are not a perfect
substitute of cable television services? If yes, how
the relevant market of D.T.H. service providers differs
with that of Multi-System Operators or other
television distribution platform owners? Support
your response with justification, including data/
details.

Response (14)
D.T.H. is an alternate mode of delivery that is today

equal in customer penetration to Cable T.V. Its superior
customer choices has given it the capacity to even
penetrate slums. Certain natural advantages of Cable
in providing a multiplicity of services have been
overcome by the introduction of smart boxes. With the
onset of satellite broadband, the D.T.H. networks will
give good competition to the cable industry and
telecom service providers.

Q15. Is there a need to change the criterion of market share
in terms of the number of active subscribers for the
determination of market dominance? Should the
active subscriber base of J.V.'s may also be
considered while determining the market dominance
of an M.S.O.'s. Do elaborate on the method of
measurement. Provide full justification for your
response.

Response (15)
The active subscriber base of J.V.'s needs to be

added while determining market dominance. Still, the
definition of market dominance in a converged era
needs to be updated to 2021 technological and
competition norms.

Q16. How the new technological developments and
alternate services like video streaming services
should be accounted for while determining market
dominance? Justify your response with data/ detailed
comments.

Response (16)
The new technological developments and video

emaesaAaoÀjaovaIÀelaemaAao ko saMcaalana ko xao~ ka maanaica~Na kr
sakta hO.[sasao DITIeca ei@Tva sabsaËa[basa- kI saM#yaa ka pta
lagaayaa jaa sakta hO.yaid yah AByaasa ek baar ikyaa jaata hO AaOr
hr Ch mahInao maoM daohrayaa jaata hO tao baajaar kI Sai@t kao kma krnao
pr kao[- p`itkUla kar-vaa[- krnao kI AavaSyakta nahIM haogaI.

p`14: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik DITIeca saovaayaoM kobala TolaIivajana
saovaaAaoM ka sahI ivaklpsahI ivaklpsahI ivaklpsahI ivaklpsahI ivaklp nahIM hOÆyaid haM¸ tao DITIeca ka
p`asaMigak baajaar kOsaa hO.saovaa p`data malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM yaa
Anya TolaIivajana ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- maailakaoM sao Alaga hOÆ
DoTaÀivavarNa saiht AaOica%ya ko saaqa ApnaI p`itiËyaa ka
samaqa-na kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³14´p`itiËyaa ³14´p`itiËyaa ³14´p`itiËyaa ³14´p`itiËyaa ³14´

DITIeca¸ iDlaIvarI ka ek vaOkilpk trIka hO jaao Aaja
kobala TIvaI tk ga`ahkaoM kI phuMca ko barabar hO.saovaaAaoM kI bahulata
p`dana krnao maoM kobala ko kuC p`akRitk laaBaaoM kao smaaT- baa^@saaoM kI
Sau$Aat sao dUr ikyaa gayaa hO.saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD kI Sau$Aat ko
saaqa¸ DITIeca naoTvak- kobala ]Vaoga AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM kao
AcCI p`itspQaa- dogaa.

p`15: @yaa baajaar p`Bau%va ko inaQaa-rNa ko ilae saiËya ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa
ko saMdBa- maoM baajaar ihssaodarI ko maanadMD kao badlanao kI AavaSyakta
hOÆ @yaa iksaI emaesaAao ko baajaar p`Bau%va ka inaQaa-rNa krto
samaya saMyau@t ]Vma ko saiËya ga`ahksaiËya ga`ahksaiËya ga`ahksaiËya ga`ahksaiËya ga`ahk pr BaI ivacaar ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.maap kI ivaiQa ko baaro maoM ivastar sao batayaoM.ApnaI
p`itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana kroMÆ

p`itiËyaa ³15´p`itiËyaa ³15´p`itiËyaa ³15´p`itiËyaa ³15´p`itiËyaa ³15´
baajaar p`Bau%va ka inaQaa-rNa krto samaya jaovaI ko saiËya ga`ahk

AaQaar kao jaaoD,nao kI ja$rt hO.ifr BaI¸ ek pirvait-t yauga maoM
baajaar p`Bau%va kI pirBaaYaa kao 2021 tknaIkI AaOr p`itspQaa- ko
maanadMDaoM maoM AVtna krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.

p`16: baajaar ko p`Bau%va ka inaQaa-rNa krto samaya nayao tknaIkInayao tknaIkInayao tknaIkInayao tknaIkInayao tknaIkI
ivakasaivakasaivakasaivakasaivakasa AaOr vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga saovaaAaoM jaOsao vaOkilpk saovaaAaoM kao
kOsao Qyaana maoM rKa jaanaa caaiheÆ DoTaÀivastRt iTPpiNayaaoM ko
saaqa ApnaI p`itiËyaa kI puiYT kroMÆ

p`itiËyaa ³16´p`itiËyaa ³16´p`itiËyaa ³16´p`itiËyaa ³16´p`itiËyaa ³16´
nayao tknaIkI ivakasa AaOr vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga saovaaAaoM ko saaqa–

saaqa kRi~ma bauiwma<aa¸ AaBaasaI vaastivakta AaOr Aagao ko ivakasa ko
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streaming services plus move to use of artificial
intelligence, virtual reality and further developments
expected to take hold, in fact, obviate the need for
heavy-handed market dominance studies. In any case,
this is not the remit of TRAI but the Competition
Commission of India.

Q17. If H.H.I. is used for measuring the level of
competition, do you agree with the restrictions
prescribed in TRAI's previous recommendations? If
no, do provide alternative restrictions for addressing
monopoly/market dominance in a relevant market.
Do provide full justification for your response.

Response (17)
TRAI's 2013 recommendation was given in a

different era when cable monopolies emerged in
certain states, and the State Governments were
entering into cable businesses. The current scenario
is vastly different. There is no need to adopt or adapt
the old recommendations entirely to the current
market reality.

Q18. M&A in the cable T.V. sector may lead to the adoption
of monopolistic practices by M.S.O.'s. Suggest the
measures for curbing the monopolistic activities in
the market. Explicitly indicate measures that should
be taken for controlling any monopolistic tendency
caused by a merger or acquisition. Do provide proper
reasoning/justification backed with data.

Response (18)
It is a wholly mischievous and false assertion that

merger and amalgamation in the cable T.V. sector could
lead to monopolistic activities by M.S.O.'s. This view
is entirely and factually incorrect. M/A in the cable
industry is a natural business practice that goes
through NCLT/CCI and M.I.B. approval. There is
absolutely no reason to have any such apprehension.

Q19. The ease of doing business should not be adversely
affected by measures/ regulations to check mergers
and acquisitions. What compliance mechanism or
regulations should be brought on Mergers and
Acquisition to ensure that competition is not affected
adversely while ensuring no adverse impact on Ease
of Doing Business? Do justify your answer with
complete details.

Response (19)
The existing standard operating practices for

ilae baZ,nao kI ]mmaId hO¸ vaastva maoM BaarI Barkma baajaar p`Bau%va
AQyayana kI AavaSyakta kao kma krta hO.iksaI BaI maamalao maoM yah
T/a[- ka nahIM bailk BaartIya p`itspQaa- Aayaaoga hO.

p`17: yaid p`itspQaa- ko str kao maapnao ko ilae ecaecaAa[- ka ]pyaaoga
ikyaa jaata hO tao @yaa Aap T/a[- kI ipClaI isafairSaaoM maoM
inaQaa-irt p`itbaMQaao MinaQaa-irt p`itbaMQaao MinaQaa-irt p`itbaMQaao MinaQaa-irt p`itbaMQaao MinaQaa-irt p`itbaMQaao M sao sahmat hOMÆ yaid nahIM tao p`asaMigak
baajaar maoM ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va kao saMbaaoiQat krnao ko ilae
vaOkilpk p`itbaMQa p`dana kroM.ApnaI p`itiËyaa ko ilae ]icat
AaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³17´p`itiËyaa ³17´p`itiËyaa ³17´p`itiËyaa ³17´p`itiËyaa ³17´
T/a[- kI 2013 kI isafairSa ek Alaga yauga maoM dI gayaI qaI¸

jaba kuC rajyaaoM maoM kobala ekaiQakar ]Bara AaOr rajya sarkaroM kobala
vyavasaayaaoM maoM p`vaoSa kr rhI qaIM.vat-maana pirdRSya bahut Alaga hO.puranaI
isafairSaaoM kao pUrI trh sao vat-maana baajaar kI vaastivakta kao
Apnaanao yaa AnaukUilat krnao kI kao[- AavaSyakta nahIM hO.

p`18: kobala TIvaI xao~ maoM emaeMDe emaesaAao Wara ekaiQakar p`qaaAaoMekaiQakar p`qaaAaoMekaiQakar p`qaaAaoMekaiQakar p`qaaAaoMekaiQakar p`qaaAaoM
kao Apnaanao ko ilae naotR%va kr sakta hO.baajaar maoM ekaiQakarI
gaitivaiQayaaoM kao raoknao ko ]payaaoM ka sauJaava doM.ivalaya yaa AiQagàhNa
ko karNa iksaI ekaiQakarvaadI p`vaRi<a kao inayaMi~t krnao ko
ilae ikyao jaanao vaalao ]payaaoM kao spYT $p sao [Migat kroM.DoTa ko
saaqa ]icat tk-ÀAaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³18´p`itiËyaa ³18´p`itiËyaa ³18´p`itiËyaa ³18´p`itiËyaa ³18´
yah pUrI trh sao SarartI AaOr JaUza davaa hO ik kobala TIvaI

xao~ maoM ivalaya AaOr samaamaolana sao emaesaAao kI ekaiQakar gaitivaiQayaaM
hao saktI hOM.yah raya pUrI trh sao AaOr tqyaa%mak $p sao galat
hO.kobala ]Vaoga maoM emaÀe ek p`kRitk vyavasaaya p`qaa hO jaao
enasaIelaTIÀsaIsaIAa[- AaOr emaAa[-baI Anaumaaodna sao gaujartI hO.eosaI
iksaI BaI AaSaMka ka kao[- karNa nahIM hO.

p`19: ivalaya AaOr AiQaga`hNa kao raoknao ko ]payaaoMÀivainayamaaoM sao vyaaparvyaaparvyaaparvyaaparvyaapar
krnao mao M AasaanaIkrnao mao M AasaanaIkrnao mao M AasaanaIkrnao mao M AasaanaIkrnao mao M AasaanaI pr p`itkUla p`Baava na pD,o¸ p`itspQaa-
p`itkUla $p sao p`Baaivat na hao̧  yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae
ivalaya¸ AaOr AiQaga`hNa pr @yaa Anaupalana tM~ yaa ivainayama
laayao jaanao caaihe.Apnao ]<ar kI puiYT pUNa- ivavarNa ko saaqa
kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³19´
enasaIelaTIÀsaIsaIAa[- AaOr emaAa[-baI ko ilae maaOjaUda maanak
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NCLT/CCI and M.I.B. are sufficient. No further
mechanisms are necessary. In fact, governments' policy
of ease of business and the trend of questioning in the
current Consultation Paper are at discordance.

Q20. Do you agree with the definition of 'control' as
provided in the 2013 recommendations? If not, then
suggest an alternative definition of 'control' with
suitable reasoning/justification.

Q21. Do you think that there should be a different
definition of 'control' for different kinds of M.S.O.'s?
Do explain with proper justification.

Response (20-21)
The whole concept of control is outmoded and

will only impede the healthy growth of the Cable
Distribution sector.

Q22. Should TRAI restrict the ambit of its
recommendations only on certain kinds of M.S.O.
Do, provide full justification for your answer.

Response (22)
TRAI should move away from recommending a control
mechanism to light facilitative regulation. Segmenting
M.S.O.'s into different kinds is entirely unnecessary.
The focus should be on promoting the healthy growth
of the Sector, which has been rightly treated as an
essential sector in the past two years of Lockdown.

Q23. Do you agree with the disclosure and monitoring
requirements mentioned in the 2013
recommendations to effectively monitor the T.V.
distribution market from the perspective of
monopoly/market dominance? If no, provide
alternative disclosure and monitoring requirements.
Do provide full justification for your response.

Response (23)
The 2013 requirements do not require any further
amplification. Though in converged era they are not
required anymore.

Q24. Elaborate on how abuse of dominant position and
monopoly power in the relevant market can manifest
itself in cable T.V. services. Suggest monitoring and
remedial action to preserve and promote competition.
Do provide full justification for your response.

Response (24)
There has been no case of any abuse of dominant

saMcaalana p`qaayaoM pyaa-Pt hO.kao[- AaOr tM~ AavaSyak nahIM hO.vaastva maoM
sarkar kI vyaapar saugamata kI naIit AaOr vat-maana pramaSa- p~ maoM p`Sna
pUCnao kI p`vaRi<a maoM matBaod hO.

p`20: @yaa Aap 20132013201320132013 kI isafairSaaoM maoM p`dana kI gayaI inayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~NainayaM~Na kI
pirBaaYaa sao sahmat hOMÆ yaid nahIM tao ]pyau@t tk-ÀAaOica%ya ko
saaqa inayaM~Na kI vaOkilpk pirBaaYaa sauJaayaoM.

p`21: @yaa Aapkao lagata hO ik ivaiBanna p`karivaiBanna p`karivaiBanna p`karivaiBanna p`karivaiBanna p`kar ko emaesaAao ko
ilae inayaM~Na kI Alaga pirBaaYaa haonaI caaiheÆ ]icat AaOica%ya
saiht vyaa#yaa kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³20–21´p`itiËyaa ³20–21´p`itiËyaa ³20–21´p`itiËyaa ³20–21´p`itiËyaa ³20–21´
inayaM~Na kI pUrI AvaQaarNaa puranaI hao caukI hO AaOr yah kobala

ivatrNa xao~ ko svasqa ivakasa kao baaiQat krogaI.

p`22: @yaa T/a[- kao ApnaI isafairSaaoM ko dayaro kao kovala kuC ivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBanna
p`karp`karp`karp`karp`kar ko emaesaAao pr hI saIimat krnaa caaihe.Apnao ]<ar
ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana kro.

p`itiËyaa ³22´p`itiËyaa ³22´p`itiËyaa ³22´p`itiËyaa ³22´p`itiËyaa ³22´
T/a[- kao ek inayaM~Na tM~ kI sarahnaa krnao sao dUr sauivaQaajanak

ivainayamana kao p`kaSa maoM laanaa caaihe.emaesaAao kao ivaiBanna p`karaoM maoM
ivaBaaijat krnaa pUrI trh sao AnaavaSyak hO.]sa xao~ ko svasqa
ivakasa kao baZ,avaa donao pr Qyaana koMid`t ikyaa jaanaa caaihe¸ ijasao
ipClao dao vaYaao-M ko laa^kDa]na maoM ek AavaSyak xao~ ko $p maoM sahI
maanaa gayaa hO.
p`23: @yaa Aap ekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%vaekaiQakarÀbaajaar p`Bau%va ko pirp`oxya sao TIvaI

ivatrNa baajaar kI p`BaavaI inagaranaI ko ilae 20132013201320132013 kI isafairSaaoM
maoM ]illaiKt p`kTIkrNa AaOr inagaranaI AavaSyaktaAaoM sao sahmat
hOMÆyaid nahIM tao vaOkilpk p̀kTIkrNa AaOr inagaranaI AavaSyaktaAaoM
kao p`dana kroM.ApnaI p`itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana
kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³23´p`itiËyaa ³23´p`itiËyaa ³23´p`itiËyaa ³23´p`itiËyaa ³23´
2013 kI AavaSyaktaAaoM kao iksaI AaOr p̀vaQa-na kI AavaSyakta

nahIM hO.halaaMik knvaja-Msa ko yauga maoM Aba ]nakI AavaSyakta nahIM
hO.
p`24: p`asaMigak baajaar maoM p`mauK isqait AaOr ekaiQakar Sai@tp`mauK isqait AaOr ekaiQakar Sai@tp`mauK isqait AaOr ekaiQakar Sai@tp`mauK isqait AaOr ekaiQakar Sai@tp`mauK isqait AaOr ekaiQakar Sai@t

ka du$pyaaoga [sao kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM maoM kOsao p`kT kr sakta
hO̧  [sa pr ivastar sao batayaoM.p`itspQaa- kao banaayao rKnao AaOr
baZ,avaa donao ko ilae inagaranaI AaOr ]pcaara%mak kar-vaa[- ka
sauJaava doM.ApnaI p`itiËyaa ko ilae pUNa- AaOica%ya p`dana kroM.

p`itiËyaa ³24´p`itiËyaa ³24´p`itiËyaa ³24´p`itiËyaa ³24´p`itiËyaa ³24´
ipClao vaYaao-M maoM p`mauK isqait AaOr tqaakiqat ekaiQakar kI
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position and so-called monopoly power in the past
years. There is robust competition from D.T.H. Cord-
cutting due to the rapid adoption of O.T.T. is hurting
the cable industry. The Jip and Airtel smart boxes will
take away a significant number of cable base.
Facilitation and not control of the Cable Industry is
the need of the hour.

Q25. Is there a need to recommend cross-holding
restrictions amongst various D.P.O.'s/ service
providers? Do give detailed justification supporting
the comments.

Response (25)
India lives in a converged era wherein cross-media

restrictions do not make regulatory sense nor economic
logic.

B. ZEE-INVESCO LITIGATION-
STALEMATE OR VICTORY?

1. In the last column of Media Beat, a detailed
chronology of events leading to the Zee-Sony merger
deal and the Zee Invesco dispute was given.
Subsequent events in the Bombay High Court have
led to the Invesco
petition in the
National Company
Law Tribunal asking
for a change of
I n d e p e n d e n t
Directors and
removal of Mr Punit
Goenka as C.E.O.
and Managing
Director being
stayed by the
Bombay High Court
single bench by an
interim order dated 25 October 2021. An appeal filed
by Invesco against the single bench order has been
filed and fixed for hearing on November 29,2021. The
single bench judgment has not been stayed.

2. A brief chronology of events leading to the stay by
the High Court starts from Zee/Sony announcing a
proposed merger on 22 September 2021. The release
to the stock exchange stated that the Board of
Directors of Zee Entertainment at its meeting on

Sai@t ko du$pyaaoga ka kao[- maamalaa saamanao nahIM Aayaa hO.DITIeca sao
kD,I p`itspQaa- hO.AaoTITI kao tojaI sao Apnaanao ko karNa
ka^D- kiTMga sao kobala ]Vaoga kao nauksaana hao rha hO.ijap AaOr
eyarTola smaaT- baa^@sa kafI saM#yaa maoM kobala baosa kao CIna laoMgao.
kobala ]Vaoga pr inayaM~Na nahIM bailk sauivaQaa donaa samaya kI
maaMga hO.

p`25: @yaa ivaiBanna DIpIAaoÀsaovaa p`dataAaoM ko baIca Ëasa haoilDMgaËasa haoilDMgaËasa haoilDMgaËasa haoilDMgaËasa haoilDMga
p`itbaMQaap`itbaMQaap`itbaMQaap`itbaMQaap`itbaMQaaoM kI isafairSa krnao kI AavaSyakta hOÆ iTPpiNayaaoM
ka samaqa-na krto hue ivastRt AaOica%ya doM.

p`itiËyaa ³25´p`itiËyaa ³25´p`itiËyaa ³25´p`itiËyaa ³25´p`itiËyaa ³25´
Baart ek knvaja-Msa yauga maoM rhta hO ijasamaoM Ëa^sa maIiDyaa

p`itbaMQa na tao inayaamak samaJa maoM Aata hO AaOr na hI Aaiqa-k
tk-.

b a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I º jaI–[nva oskao ma ukdma obaajaI – gaitraoQa yaa jaItÆjaI–[nva oskao ma ukdma obaajaI – gaitraoQa yaa jaItÆjaI–[nva oskao ma ukdma obaajaI – gaitraoQa yaa jaItÆjaI–[nva oskao ma ukdma obaajaI – gaitraoQa yaa jaItÆjaI–[nva oskao ma ukdma obaajaI – gaitraoQa yaa jaItÆ

11111º maIiDyaa baITmaIiDyaa baITmaIiDyaa baITmaIiDyaa baITmaIiDyaa baIT ko AMitma ka^lama maoM jaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaI ivalaya saaOdo AaOr
jaI–[nvaoskaojaI–[nvaoskaojaI–[nvaoskaojaI–[nvaoskaojaI–[nvaoskao ivavaad kI GaTnaaAaoM ka ivastRt kalaËma idyaa
gayaa qaa.baad kI GaTnaaAaoM nao naoSanala kMpnaI laa^ iT/byaUnala maoM
[nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoskao yaaicaka maoM svatM~ inadoSakaoM kao badlanao AaOr EaI punaIt

gaaoyanaka kao saI[-Aao va p`baMQa
inadoSak ko pd sao hTanao pr
baa^mbao ha[- kaoT- kI ekla pIz
Wara 25 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 2021 kao
AMtirma AadoSa Wara raok lagaaraok lagaaraok lagaaraok lagaaraok lagaa
dI gayaI.ekla pIz ko AadoSa
ko iKlaaf [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao Wara ek
ApIla dayar kI gayaI AaOr [sao
29 navaMbar 202129 navaMbar 202129 navaMbar 202129 navaMbar 202129 navaMbar 2021 kao saunavaa[-
ko ilae saUcaIbaw ikyaa gayaa
hO.ekla pIz ko fOsalao prekla pIz ko fOsalao prekla pIz ko fOsalao prekla pIz ko fOsalao prekla pIz ko fOsalao pr
raok nahIM lagaayaI gayaI hO.raok nahIM lagaayaI gayaI hO.raok nahIM lagaayaI gayaI hO.raok nahIM lagaayaI gayaI hO.raok nahIM lagaayaI gayaI hO.

2º 22 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 2021 kao p`staivat ivalaya kI GaaoYaNaa krnao vaalao
jaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaI sao ]cca nyaayaalaya Wara sqagana kI Aaor lao jaanao vaalaI
GaTnaaAaoM ka ek saMixaPt kalaËma Sau$ haota hO.sTa^k e@sacaoMja
kao jaarI iva&iPt maoM kha gayaa hO ik jaI [MTrTonamaoMTjaI [MTrTonamaoMTjaI [MTrTonamaoMTjaI [MTrTonamaoMTjaI [MTrTonamaoMT ko inadoSak
maMDla nao 21 isatMbar 202121 isatMbar 202121 isatMbar 202121 isatMbar 202121 isatMbar 2021 kao ApnaI baOzk maoM na kovala iva<aIya
maanakaoM pr¸ bailk nayao saaJaodar saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI Wara laayao jaanao vaalao
rNanaIitk maUlya ivalaya ko p`stava ka maUlyaaMkna ikyaa qaa.baaoD- nao
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September 21,2021 had evaluated the merger proposal
not only on financial parameters, but strategic value
that the new partner Sony would bring. The Board
had concluded that the proposed merger would be in
the best interest of shareholders and stakeholders.

3. It was stated that Sony had approximately U.S. dollar
1.7575 billion at closing for use in pursuing other
growth opportunities. Once the merger was completed
with all approvals, with the infusion of capital into
Sony the resultant merger ratio would be 47.07%
and the balance 52.93% of the merged entity would
be with Sony.

4. Invesco is a leading global investment firm having over
US$ 1.5 trillion in global investments and has been a
long-time investor in Zee. In 2019 it increased its
stakes to 18.8% coming in as a white knight without
Board rights to help the Essel Group pay majority of
its debts to its creditors.

5. On 15 September 2021, Invesco wrote to the Board of
Directors of Zee Entertainment demanding
reconstitution of the Board. It asked for dropping of
two non-Independent non-executive directors namely
Mr. Manish Chokhani and Mr. Ashok Kurian and the
M.D. Mr. Punit Goenka. While Mr. Chokhani and Mr.
Kurian did resign, Mr. Goenka continued and remains
the CEO/MD.

6. After the merger with Sony was announced, Invesco
reiterated its demand on 23 September 2021 for change
of Directors and asked for appointment of its own list
of Directors. It again pressed for the resignation of
Mr. Punit Goenka as CEO/MD but did not recommend
any new M.D. Invesco claimed that while it supported
the proposed merger, but it wanted to strengthen
corporate governance. It made four interesting
averments:
 We continue to believe that the business is

valuable, whether on its own or in strategic
alignment with partners such as Sony.

 Against the backdrop of requisition for an
extraordinary general body meeting, the
disclosure of 22 September 2021 is symptomatic
of the erratic manner in which important and
serious decisions are handled at the company.

 Precisely to protect shareholder value in the
exercise of a statutory rights as an ordinary
shareholder, we have called upon the company

inaYkYa- inakalaa qaa ik p̀staivat ivalaya SaoyarQaarkaoM AaOr ihtQaarkaoM
ko savaao-<ama iht maoM haogaa.

3º yah kha gayaa qaa ik saaonaI ko pasa ivakasa ko Anya AvasaraoM kao
Aagao baZ,anao ko ilae ]pyaaoga ko ilae lagaBaga 1º7575 ibailayana1º7575 ibailayana1º7575 ibailayana1º7575 ibailayana1º7575 ibailayana
AmaoirkIAmaoirkIAmaoirkIAmaoirkIAmaoirkI Da^lar qao.ek baar ivalaya saBaI AnaumaaodnaaoM ko saaqa pUra
haonao ko baad¸ saaonaI maoM pUMjaI Dalanao sao pirNaamaI ivalaya Anaupat
47º0747º0747º0747º0747º07‰‰‰‰‰ haogaa AaOr ivalaya kI gayaI [ka[- ka SaoYa 52º9352º9352º9352º9352º93‰‰‰‰‰

saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI ko pasa haogaa.

4º [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao ek Aga`NaI vaOiSvak inavaoSak fma- hO ijasaka vaOiSvak
inavaoSa 1º5 iT/ilayana AmaoirkI Da^lar1º5 iT/ilayana AmaoirkI Da^lar1º5 iT/ilayana AmaoirkI Da^lar1º5 iT/ilayana AmaoirkI Da^lar1º5 iT/ilayana AmaoirkI Da^lar sao AiQak hO AaOr jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI
maoM laMbao samaya sao inavaoSak rha hO.20192019201920192019 maoM [sanao esaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUhesaola samaUh kao
Apnao laonadaraoM kao Apnao AiQakaMSa ?NaaoM ka Baugatana krnao maoM
madd krnao ko ilae baaoD- ko AiQakaraoM ko ibanaa ek Svaot SaUrvaIr
ko $p maoM Apnao daMva kao baZ,akr 18º818º818º818º818º8‰‰‰‰‰ kr idyaa.

5º 15 isatMbar 202115 isatMbar 202115 isatMbar 202115 isatMbar 202115 isatMbar 2021 kao [nva oska o[nva oska o[nva oska o[nva oska o[nva oska o na o jaI eMTrTonama o MTjaI eMTrTonama o MTjaI eMTrTonama o MTjaI eMTrTonama o MTjaI eMTrTonama o MT ko
inadoSak maMDla kao p~ ilaKkr baaoD- ko puna-gazna kI maaMga kI.[sanao
dao gaOr svatM~ gaOr kaya-karI inadoSakaoM EaI manaIYa caaoKanaI AaOr
EaI ASaaok kuiryana AaOr emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanaka kao hTanao ko
ilae kha.jabaik EaI caaoKanaI AaOr EaI kuiryana nao [istfa do
idyaa¸ EaI gaaoyanaka Apnao pd va saI[-AaoÀemaDI pr banao rho.

6º saaonaI ko saaqa ivalaya kI GaaoYaNaa ko baad¸ [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao nao 2323232323
isatMbar 2021isatMbar 2021isatMbar 2021isatMbar 2021isatMbar 2021 kao inadoSakaoM ko pirvat-na ko ilae ApnaI maaMga
daohra[- AaOr inadoSakaoM kao ApnaI saUcaI kI inayaui@t ko ilae
kha.[sanao ifr sao EaI punaIt gaaoyanaka ko saI[-AaoÀemaDI ko
[stIfo ko ilae dbaava Dalaa¸ laoikna iksaI nayao emaDI kI
isafairSa nahIM kI.[nva oskao[nva oskao[nva oskao[nva oskao[nva oskao na o davaa ikyaa ik halaaMik
[sanao p`staivat ivalaya ka samaqa-na ikyaa¸ laoikna yah ka^rpaoroT
Saasana kao majabaUt krnaa caahta hO.[sanao caar idlacasp baatoM
kI:
 hmaara maananaa hO ik vyavasaaya maUlyavaana hO̧  caaho vah svayaM pr

hao yaa saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI jaOsao BaagaIdaraoM ko saaqa rNanaIitk saMroKNa maoM.
 ek AsaaQaarNa Aama saBaa baOzk ko ilae maaMga kI pRYzBaUima

ko iKlaaf 22 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 202122 isatMbar 2021 ka Kulaasaa kMpnaI maoM
mah%vapUNa- AaOr gaMBaIr inaNa-yaaoM kao AinaiScat trIko sao saMBaalanao
ka laxaNa hO.

 ek saamaanya SaoyarQaark ko $p maoM vaOQaainak AiQakaraoM ko
p`yaaoga maoM SaoyarQaark maUlya kI rxaa krnao ko ilae¸ hmanao
kMpnaI sao ek [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao ka Aahvaana ikyaa
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to hold an E.G.M. and it is your duty under
company law to do so. At the E.G.M. shareholders
of the company will decide the composition of
the company's Board of Directors in a free and
democratic manner towards this end, Invesco has
proposed the removal of non-independent
directors and recommended additional
independent directors coming from diverse
backgrounds who are expected to bring
additional professionalism guidance standards
of governance to the operations of the company.
Together with the existing set of independent
directors, the company's board will have the
depth to navigate the company into the future.

7. As Zee failed to accept the demand of Invesco for an
extraordinary general body meeting it filed a petition
in National Company Law Tribunal under Sections
98 and 100 of the Companies Act 2013.

8. The NCLT proceedings have been widely reported
and the legal battle was strongly fought in the Tribunal
with Zee even complaining to National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal that NCLT was not giving it
sufficient time to reply. NCLAT gave time and till date,
no effective hearing has taken place in the NCLT which
could enable the Tribunal to pass an order either way.

9. In the meanwhile, Zee filed a writ petition in the Bombay
High Court on 1 October 2021, which came up for
hearing later in the month resulting in an interim order
dated October 25, 2021 staying the NCLT
proceedings. The key highlights of the High Court
order are:
 Zee contends that Invesco's Requisition Notice

contravenes various provisions of the
Companies Act, 2013; the Securities &
Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015 ("the SEBI Listing Regulations"); the
Securities & Exchange Board of India
(Substantial Acquisition of Shares and
Takeovers) Regulations, 2011 ("the SEBI
Takeover Regulations"); various guidelines
by the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting ("M.I.B."); and the Competition
Act, 2002. Para 3.

 It says that the resolutions proposed by Invesco
in the Requisition Notice are all illegal, ultra
vires and invalid. If passed, they would put Zee

AaOr eosaa krnaa kMpnaI kanaUna ko tht Apnaa kt-vya hO.
[-jaIema maoM kMpnaI ko SaoyarQaark kMpnaI ko inadoSak maMDla kI
saMrcanaa kao [sa idSaa maoM svatM~ AaOr laaoktaMi~k trIko sao
tya kroMgao̧  [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao nao gaOr–svatM~ inadoSakaoM kao hTanao ka
p`stava idyaa hO AaOr ivaiBanna pRYzBaUima sao Aanao vaalao Aitir@t
svatM~ inadoSakaoM kI isafairSa kI hO¸ ijanasao Aitir@t
vyaavasaaiyakta maaga-dSa-na maanakaoM kao laanao kI ]mmaId kI
jaatI hO.svatM~ inadoSakaoM ko maaOjaUda saoT ko saaqa kMpnaI ko
baaoD- ko pasa BaivaYya maoM kMpnaI kao naoivagaoT krnao kI gahrayaI
haogaI.

7º caUMik jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ek AsaaQaarNa saBaa kI baOzk ko ilae [nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoska[nvaoskao kI
maaMga kao svaIkar krnao maoM ivafla rha¸ [sanao kMpnaI AiQainayamakMpnaI AiQainayamakMpnaI AiQainayamakMpnaI AiQainayamakMpnaI AiQainayama
20132013201320132013 kI Qaara 9898989898 va 100100100100100 ko tht raYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna
nyaayaaiQakrNa maoM ek yaaicaka dayar kI.

8º enasaIelaTI kI kaya-vaahI kao vyaapk $p sao irpaoT- ikyaa gayaa hO
AaOr kanaUnaI laD,a[- iT/byaUnala maoM dRZ,ta sao laD,I gayaI qaI AaOr jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI nao
naoSanala kMpnaI laa^ ApIlaoT iT/byaUnala sao iSakayat kI qaI ik
enasaIelaTI ]sao javaaba donao ko ilae pyaa-Pt samaya do rha
qaa.enasaIelaTI nao samaya idyaa AaOr Aajatk enasaIelaTI maoM kao[-
p`BaavaI saunavaa[- nahIM hu[- hO jaao iT/byaUnala kao iksaI BaI trh sao
AadoSa pairt krnao maoM saxama banaa sako.

9º [sa baIca¸ jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI nao 1 A@TUbar 20211 A@TUbar 20211 A@TUbar 20211 A@TUbar 20211 A@TUbar 2021 kao baa^mbao ha[- kaoT- maoM ek
irT yaaicaka dayar kI jaao [saI maah ko baad kI tarIK maoM saunavaa[-
ko ilae Aayaa¸ ijasako pirNaamasva$p 25 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 2021 kao
enasaIelaTI kI kaya-vaahI pr ek AMtirma AadoSa idyaa gayaa.ha[-
kaoT- ko AadoSa kI mau#ya baatoMmau#ya baatoMmau#ya baatoMmau#ya baatoMmau#ya baatoM [sa p`kar hO:
 jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ka tk- hO ik [nvaoskao kI maaMga naaoiTsa[nvaoskao kI maaMga naaoiTsa[nvaoskao kI maaMga naaoiTsa[nvaoskao kI maaMga naaoiTsa[nvaoskao kI maaMga naaoiTsa¸ kMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaIkMpnaI

AiQainayama¸ 2013AiQainayama¸ 2013AiQainayama¸ 2013AiQainayama¸ 2013AiQainayama¸ 2013 ko ivaiBanna p`avaQaanaao M ka ]llaMGana
krtI hO¸ BaartIya p ` itBa U it Aa Or ivainamaya baa oD -BaartIya p ` itBa U it Aa Or ivainamaya baa oD -BaartIya p ` itBa U it Aa Or ivainamaya baa oD -BaartIya p ` itBa U it Aa Or ivainamaya baa oD -BaartIya p ` itBa U it Aa Or ivainamaya baa oD -
³saUcaIkrNa daiya%va AaOr p`kTIkrNa AavaSyaktayao M´³saUcaIkrNa daiya%va AaOr p`kTIkrNa AavaSyaktayao M´³saUcaIkrNa daiya%va AaOr p`kTIkrNa AavaSyaktayao M´³saUcaIkrNa daiya%va AaOr p`kTIkrNa AavaSyaktayao M´³saUcaIkrNa daiya%va AaOr p`kTIkrNa AavaSyaktayao M´
ivainayama¸ivainayama¸ivainayama¸ivainayama¸ivainayama¸ 2015 ³saobaI saUcaIkrNa ivainayamasaobaI saUcaIkrNa ivainayamasaobaI saUcaIkrNa ivainayamasaobaI saUcaIkrNa ivainayamasaobaI saUcaIkrNa ivainayama´¸ BaartIyaBaartIyaBaartIyaBaartIyaBaartIya
p`itBaUit AaOr ivainamaya baaoD- ³SaoyaraoM AaOr AiQaga`hNaaoMp`itBaUit AaOr ivainamaya baaoD- ³SaoyaraoM AaOr AiQaga`hNaaoMp`itBaUit AaOr ivainamaya baaoD- ³SaoyaraoM AaOr AiQaga`hNaaoMp`itBaUit AaOr ivainamaya baaoD- ³SaoyaraoM AaOr AiQaga`hNaaoMp`itBaUit AaOr ivainamaya baaoD- ³SaoyaraoM AaOr AiQaga`hNaaoM
ka pyaa - Pt AiQaga `hNa´ iva i n a m ay a¸ 2011 ³sa o b a Ika pyaa - Pt AiQaga `hNa´ iva i n a m ay a¸ 2011 ³sa o b a Ika pyaa - Pt AiQaga `hNa´ iva i n a m ay a¸ 2011 ³sa o b a Ika pyaa - Pt AiQaga `hNa´ iva i n a m ay a¸ 2011 ³sa o b a Ika pyaa - Pt AiQaga `hNa´ iva i n a m ay a¸ 2011 ³sa o b a I
AiQaga `hNa ivainamaya´AiQaga `hNa ivainamaya´AiQaga `hNa ivainamaya´AiQaga `hNa ivainamaya´AiQaga `hNa ivainamaya´¸ sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alayasa Ucanaa va p`saarNa ma M~alaya
Wara ivaiBanna idSaa inado-Sa ³emaAa[-baI´ AaOr p`itspQaa-p`itspQaa-p`itspQaa-p`itspQaa-p`itspQaa-
AiQainayama¸ 2002AiQainayama¸ 2002AiQainayama¸ 2002AiQainayama¸ 2002AiQainayama¸ 2002 pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3.

 [samaoM kha gayaa hO ik maaMga naaoiTsa maoM [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao Wara p`staivat
p`stava saBaI AvaOQa¸ AlT/a vaayasa- AaOr Aamaanya hO.yaid
pairt hao jaata hO tao vao jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI kao inayaMi~t krnao vaalao kanaUnaaoM
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afoul of a raft of controlling statutes and
regulations. Shareholders' rights, including the
right to requisition an Extraordinary General
Meeting ("E.G.M."), do not extend to allowing
shareholders to demand acts of illegality and
non-compliance with statutes. Para 3.

 The response from Invesco is that it is not for the
Board or the company to decide whether or not
a particular proposed resolution — or all the
proposed resolutions — are, according to the
Board or the company, illegal or valid. The
general body of shareholders will decide in
general meeting whether or not to pass a
particular proposed resolution, or any of the
proposed resolutions. The shareholders' rights
to call an E.G.M. cannot be curtailed by the
company or its Board. If a resolution is
'ineffective,' it will simply be 'still-born' and will
not be put into effect. But that does not mean
that the E.G.M. should be interdicted. Principles
of corporate governance and indoor
management militate against the grant of any
such injunction. Para 8.

 Mr Subramaniam's case that Zee is caught
between the Scylla of Section 100 to call an
E.G.M. to consider certain resolutions and the
Charybdis of those resolutions, if passed, causing
Zee to be potentially non-compliant and severely
damaged in its business is, in my considered view,
a compelling argument. Para 10.

 Shareholders have no greater immunity. If the
Board cannot propose resolutions that are
infirm or ineffective, neither can shareholders.
Para 11.

 I have held that this Court's jurisdiction is not
ousted. It can, and must, when presented with a
case like this, perhaps an outlier, consider
whether the resolutions proposed would be
ineffective, that is to say, not merely undesirable
or sub-optimal, but ones that cannot in law be
given effect to. In that scenario, a court is not
forbidden, either expressly or by necessary
implication, from intervening. Para 12.

 I am inclined to agree with Mr Subramaniam on
all counts. I do not see how Mr. Goenka can
be removed at all, leaving a managerial void
only to be possibly later filled. His removal

AaOr ivainayamaaoM ko ilae baD,a QaaoKa haogaa.SaoyarQaarkaoM ko
AiQakar¸ ijasamaoM ek AsaaQaarNa Aama baOzk ³[-jaIema´ kI
maaMga krnao ka AiQakar Saaimala hO̧  ka ivastar SaoyarQaarkaoM
kao AvaOQata kR%yaaoM AaOr ivaiQayaaoM ko gaOr–Anaupalana kI maaMga
krnao kI Anaumait donao tk nahIM hO.pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3.

 [nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao[nvaoskao kI p`itiËyaa yah hO ik baaoD- yaa kMpnaI ko ilae
yah tya krnaa baaoD- yaa kMpnaI ko ilae nahIM hO ik kao[-
ivaSaoYa p`staivat p`stava –yaa saBaI p`staivat p`stava baaoD- yaa
kMpnaI ko Anausaar AvaOQa yaa vaOQa hO yaa nahIM.SaoyarQaarkaoM ka
saamaanya inakaya Aama baOzk maoM tya krogaa ik iksaI ivaSaoYa
p`staivat p`stava kao pairt ikyaa jaayao yaa nahIM̧  yaa p`staivat
p`stavaaoM maoM sao kao[- BaI.[-jaIema baulaanao ko SaoyarQaarkaoM ko
AiQakaraoM kao kMpnaI yaa ]sako baaoD- Wara kma nahIM ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.yaid kao[- saMklp Ap`BaavaI hO tao vah kovala
janmajaat haogaa AaOr ]sao laagaU nahIM ikyaa jaayaogaa.laoikna
[saka matlaba yah nahIM ik [-jaIema pr raok lagaa dI
jaae.ka^rpaoroT gava-naoMsa AaOr [naDaor p`baMQana ko isawaMtka^rpaoroT gava-naoMsa AaOr [naDaor p`baMQana ko isawaMtka^rpaoroT gava-naoMsa AaOr [naDaor p`baMQana ko isawaMtka^rpaoroT gava-naoMsa AaOr [naDaor p`baMQana ko isawaMtka^rpaoroT gava-naoMsa AaOr [naDaor p`baMQana ko isawaMt
eosa o iksaI BaI inaYa oQaa&a ko iKlaaf hO.pOra 8.eosa o iksaI BaI inaYa oQaa&a ko iKlaaf hO.pOra 8.eosa o iksaI BaI inaYa oQaa&a ko iKlaaf hO.pOra 8.eosa o iksaI BaI inaYa oQaa&a ko iKlaaf hO.pOra 8.eosa o iksaI BaI inaYa oQaa&a ko iKlaaf hO.pOra 8.

 EaI sauba`maNyama ka maamalaa ik kuC p`stavaaoM pr ivacaar krnao ko
ilae jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI Wara [-jaIema baulaanao ko ilae Qaara 100Qaara 100Qaara 100Qaara 100Qaara 100 ko
ska[laaska[laaska[laaska[laaska[laa ko baIca fMsa gayaa hO AaOr ]na p`stavaaoM kI carIbaD,IcarIbaD,IcarIbaD,IcarIbaD,IcarIbaD,I¸
yaid pairt hao jaato hOM̧  ijasasao jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI saMBaaivat $p sao gaOr
Anaupalaana AaOr Apnao vyavasaaya maoM gaMBaIr $p sao xaitga`st hao
jaata hO̧  maoro ivacaar ek sammaaohk tk- hO.pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10

 Sa oyarQaarka o M ka o ka o[ - AiQak p`itrxaa nahI M ha otISa oyarQaarka o M ka o ka o[ - AiQak p`itrxaa nahI M ha otISa oyarQaarka o M ka o ka o[ - AiQak p`itrxaa nahI M ha otISa oyarQaarka o M ka o ka o[ - AiQak p`itrxaa nahI M ha otISa oyarQaarka o M ka o ka o[ - AiQak p`itrxaa nahI M ha otI
hO.yaid baaoD- eosao p`stavaao M ka p`stava nahIM do saktahO.yaid baaoD- eosao p`stavaao M ka p`stava nahIM do saktahO.yaid baaoD- eosao p`stavaao M ka p`stava nahIM do saktahO.yaid baaoD- eosao p`stavaao M ka p`stava nahIM do saktahO.yaid baaoD- eosao p`stavaao M ka p`stava nahIM do sakta
hO jaao kmajaaor yaa Ap`BaavaI hO¸ tao SaoyarQaark BaIhO jaao kmajaaor yaa Ap`BaavaI hO¸ tao SaoyarQaark BaIhO jaao kmajaaor yaa Ap`BaavaI hO¸ tao SaoyarQaark BaIhO jaao kmajaaor yaa Ap`BaavaI hO¸ tao SaoyarQaark BaIhO jaao kmajaaor yaa Ap`BaavaI hO¸ tao SaoyarQaark BaI
nahIM kr sakto hO M.pOra 11.nahIM kr sakto hO M.pOra 11.nahIM kr sakto hO M.pOra 11.nahIM kr sakto hO M.pOra 11.nahIM kr sakto hO M.pOra 11.

 maO Mnao yah maanaa hO ik [sa nyaayaalaya ko AiQakar xao~maOMnao yah maanaa hO ik [sa nyaayaalaya ko AiQakar xao~maOMnao yah maanaa hO ik [sa nyaayaalaya ko AiQakar xao~maOMnao yah maanaa hO ik [sa nyaayaalaya ko AiQakar xao~maOMnao yah maanaa hO ik [sa nyaayaalaya ko AiQakar xao~
kao hTayaa nahIM gayaa hO.kao hTayaa nahIM gayaa hO.kao hTayaa nahIM gayaa hO.kao hTayaa nahIM gayaa hO.kao hTayaa nahIM gayaa hO.jaba [sa trh ko maamalao kao
p`stut ikyaa jaata hO tao Saayad ek baahrI¸ yah ivacaar kr
sakta hO ik @yaa p`staivat p`stava Ap`BaavaI haoMgao̧  yaanaI na
kovala AvaaMCnaIya yaa ]p [YTtma¸ bailk ijanhoM kanaUna maoM
p`BaavaI nahIM ikyaa jaa sakta hO.]sa pirdRSya maoM Adalat kao
hstxaop krnao sao̧  yaa tao spYT $p sao yaa AavaSyak inaihtaqa-
sao manaa nahIM ikyaa jaata hO.pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12

 maOM saBaI maamalaaoMsaBaI maamalaaoMsaBaI maamalaaoMsaBaI maamalaaoMsaBaI maamalaaoM maoM EaI sauba`maNyama sao sahmat haonao ko ilae
[-cCuk nahIM hUM.maOM yah nahIM doKta ik EaI gaaoyanaka kao kOsao
hTayaa jaa sakta hO̧  kovala ek p̀baMQakIya SaUnya kao CaoD,kr
ijasao saMBavat: baad maoM Bara jaa sakta hO.]naka inaYkasana
t%kala iri@t AaOr gaOr–Anaupalana ka karNa banata hO.
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causes an immediate vacancy and non-
compliance. How this is to be done without prior
permission of the M.I.B. is also unclear. I see no
method of circumventing the N.R.C. or directly
proposing named persons as 'independent
directors.' Para 36.

 I must clarify some aspects. This is not merely a
question of form or substance, or one versus the
other. This is a case where the form must follow
the substance. If the substance is illegal, the form
is illegal. The substance of the proposed
resolution will dictate its form. Para 72.

 I also do not suggest that shareholders' rights
are curtailed or abrogated, or that they cannot
seek what they now do. But the manner in which
they go about doing it must be legally compliant.
Para 73.

 Mr Dwarkadas says this Court has no
jurisdiction. Section 430 of the Companies Act
bars any civil court from entertaining any suit
or proceeding in respect of any matter which the
NCLT or the NCLAT is empowered to determine.
But the NCLT Rules that set out the list of
provisions over which the NCLT/NCLAT have
jurisdiction does not include Sections 100, 149,
150 or 168. Para 75.

 Mr Dwarkadas argues that no injunction can
issue against the NCLT, which is already seized
of Invesco's petition under Section 98. I am not
asked to issue any such injunction against a
court. The injunction is against Invesco. Indeed,
in any anti-suit injunction proceeding, the frame
is precisely against the party prosecuting a rival
action in another forum, not the forum itself
(unless the other forum is hierarchically
subordinate). Para 76.

 In view of this discussion, there will be an
injunction in terms of prayer clause (a) of the
Interim Application, restraining Defendants
Nos. 1 and 2 (including their employees,
agents and anyone acting by, through or under
them) from taking any action or step in
furtherance of the Requisition Notice dated
11 September 2021, including calling, and
holding an E.G.M. under Section 100(4) of the
Companies Act, 2013.

emaAa[-baIemaAa[-baIemaAa[-baIemaAa[-baIemaAa[-baI kI pUva- Anaumait ko ibanaa yah kOsao ikyaa jaayaogaa¸
yah spYT nahIM hO.mauJao enaAarsaIenaAarsaIenaAarsaIenaAarsaIenaAarsaI kao driknaar krnao yaa
saIQao taOr pr naaimat vyai@tyaaoM kao svatM~ inadoSakaoM ko $p maoM
p̀staivat krnao ka kao[- trIka nahIM idKta hO.pOra 36pOra 36pOra 36pOra 36pOra 36

 mauJao kuC phlauAaoM kao spYT krnaa caaihe.yah kovala $p yaa
pdaqa-̧  yaa ek banaama dUsaro ka savaala nahIM hO.yah ek eosaa
maamalaa hO jahaM p̀p~ kao fama- ka palana krnaa caaihe.yaidyaidyaidyaidyaid
pdaqa- AvaOQa hO tao fama- BaI BaI AvaOQa hOpdaqa- AvaOQa hO tao fama- BaI BaI AvaOQa hOpdaqa- AvaOQa hO tao fama- BaI BaI AvaOQa hOpdaqa- AvaOQa hO tao fama- BaI BaI AvaOQa hOpdaqa- AvaOQa hO tao fama- BaI BaI AvaOQa hO.p`staivat
saMklp ka saar [sako sva$p kao inaQaa-irt krogaa.pOra 72pOra 72pOra 72pOra 72pOra 72

 ma O M yah BaI sa uJaava nahI M d ota ik Sa oyarQaarka o M koma O M yah BaI sa uJaava nahI M d ota ik Sa oyarQaarka o M koma O M yah BaI sa uJaava nahI M d ota ik Sa oyarQaarka o M koma O M yah BaI sa uJaava nahI M d ota ik Sa oyarQaarka o M koma O M yah BaI sa uJaava nahI M d ota ik Sa oyarQaarka o M ko
AiQakaraoM kao kma yaa samaaPt kr idyaa gayaa hO¸ yaaAiQakaraoM kao kma yaa samaaPt kr idyaa gayaa hO¸ yaaAiQakaraoM kao kma yaa samaaPt kr idyaa gayaa hO¸ yaaAiQakaraoM kao kma yaa samaaPt kr idyaa gayaa hO¸ yaaAiQakaraoM kao kma yaa samaaPt kr idyaa gayaa hO¸ yaa
vao yah maaMga nahIM kr sakto ik vao Aba @yaa krtovao yah maaMga nahIM kr sakto ik vao Aba @yaa krtovao yah maaMga nahIM kr sakto ik vao Aba @yaa krtovao yah maaMga nahIM kr sakto ik vao Aba @yaa krtovao yah maaMga nahIM kr sakto ik vao Aba @yaa krto
hOM.laoikna ijasa trIko sao vao [sao krnao jaa rho hOM vahhOM.laoikna ijasa trIko sao vao [sao krnao jaa rho hOM vahhOM.laoikna ijasa trIko sao vao [sao krnao jaa rho hOM vahhOM.laoikna ijasa trIko sao vao [sao krnao jaa rho hOM vahhOM.laoikna ijasa trIko sao vao [sao krnao jaa rho hOM vah
kan a U n a I  $p s a o  Ana up al a n a  krn a o  v a al a a  ha o n a akan a U n a I  $p s a o  Ana up al a n a  krn a o  v a al a a  ha o n a akan a U n a I  $p s a o  Ana up al a n a  krn a o  v a al a a  ha o n a akan a U n a I  $p s a o  Ana up al a n a  krn a o  v a al a a  ha o n a akan a U n a I  $p s a o  Ana up al a n a  krn a o  v a al a a  ha o n a a
caaihe.caaihe.caaihe.caaihe.caaihe.pOra 73pOra 73pOra 73pOra 73pOra 73.

 EaI Warkadasa khto hOM ik [sa nyaayaalaya ka kao[- AiQakar
xao~ nahIM hO.kMpnaI AiQainayama kI Qaara 430Qaara 430Qaara 430Qaara 430Qaara 430 iksaI BaI
dIvaanaI Adalat kao iksaI BaI maamalao ko saMbaMQa maoM iksaI BaI
maukdmaoM yaa kaya-vaahI pr ivacaar krnao sao raoktI hO̧  ijasao
inaQaa-irt krnao ko ilae enasaIelaTI yaa enasaIelaeTI ka
AiQakar hO.laoikna enasaIelaTI inayama jaao ]na p`avaQaanaaoM kI
saUcaI inaQaa-irt krto hOM ijana pr enasaIelaTIÀenasaIelaeTI
ko AiQakar xao~ maoM Qaara 100¸ 149¸ 150Qaara 100¸ 149¸ 150Qaara 100¸ 149¸ 150Qaara 100¸ 149¸ 150Qaara 100¸ 149¸ 150 yaa 168168168168168
Saaimala nahIM hO.pOra 75pOra 75pOra 75pOra 75pOra 75.

 EaI Warkadasa ka tk- hO ik enasaIelaTI ko iKlaaf kao[-
inaYaoQaa&a jaarI nahIM kI jaa saktI hO jaao phlao sao hI QaaraQaaraQaaraQaaraQaara
9898989898 ko tht [nvaoskao kI yaaicaka pr kbjaa kr ilayaa gayaa
hO.inaYaoQaa&a [nvaoskao ko iKlaaf hO.vaastva maoM̧  iksaI BaI
vaad–ivaraoQaI inaYaoQaa&a kaya-vaahI maoM̧  Íoma zIk ]saI pxa ko
ivaraoQa haota hO̧  jaao iksaI Anya faorma maoM p`itWMdI kar-vaa[-
pr maukdmaa calaa rha hO̧  na ik svaMya faorma ³jaba tk ik
Anya faorma EaoNaIbaw $p sao AiQanasqa na haó  pOra 76pOra 76pOra 76pOra 76pOra 76.

 [sa cacaa- kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue AMtirma Aavaodna ko[sa cacaa- kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue AMtirma Aavaodna ko[sa cacaa- kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue AMtirma Aavaodna ko[sa cacaa- kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue AMtirma Aavaodna ko[sa cacaa- kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue AMtirma Aavaodna ko
p`aqa-naa KMD ³e´ ko saMdBa- mao M ek inaYaoQaa&a haogaI¸p`aqa-naa KMD ³e´ ko saMdBa- mao M ek inaYaoQaa&a haogaI¸p`aqa-naa KMD ³e´ ko saMdBa- mao M ek inaYaoQaa&a haogaI¸p`aqa-naa KMD ³e´ ko saMdBa- mao M ek inaYaoQaa&a haogaI¸p`aqa-naa KMD ³e´ ko saMdBa- mao M ek inaYaoQaa&a haogaI¸
p`itvaadI saM#yaa 1 va 2 ³]nako kma-caairyaao M¸ ejao MTao M¸p`itvaadI saM#yaa 1 va 2 ³]nako kma-caairyaao M¸ ejao MTao M¸p`itvaadI saM#yaa 1 va 2 ³]nako kma-caairyaao M¸ ejao MTao M¸p`itvaadI saM#yaa 1 va 2 ³]nako kma-caairyaao M¸ ejao MTao M¸p`itvaadI saM#yaa 1 va 2 ³]nako kma-caairyaao M¸ ejao MTao M¸
AaOr ]nako Wara¸ ]nako maaQyama sao yaa ]nako AQaInaAaOr ]nako Wara¸ ]nako maaQyama sao yaa ]nako AQaInaAaOr ]nako Wara¸ ]nako maaQyama sao yaa ]nako AQaInaAaOr ]nako Wara¸ ]nako maaQyama sao yaa ]nako AQaInaAaOr ]nako Wara¸ ]nako maaQyama sao yaa ]nako AQaIna
kaya- krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t saiht´ kao iksaIkaya- krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t saiht´ kao iksaIkaya- krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t saiht´ kao iksaIkaya- krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t saiht´ kao iksaIkaya- krnao vaalao iksaI BaI vyai@t saiht´ kao iksaI
BaI ka^la krnao AaOr [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao saihtBaI ka^la krnao AaOr [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao saihtBaI ka^la krnao AaOr [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao saihtBaI ka^la krnao AaOr [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao saihtBaI ka^la krnao AaOr [-jaIema Aayaaoijat krnao saiht
11 isatMbar 2021 kI maaMga naaoiTsa kao Aagao baZ,anao11 isatMbar 2021 kI maaMga naaoiTsa kao Aagao baZ,anao11 isatMbar 2021 kI maaMga naaoiTsa kao Aagao baZ,anao11 isatMbar 2021 kI maaMga naaoiTsa kao Aagao baZ,anao11 isatMbar 2021 kI maaMga naaoiTsa kao Aagao baZ,anao
kI kar-vaa[- yaa kdma kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 kIkI kar-vaa[- yaa kdma kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 kIkI kar-vaa[- yaa kdma kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 kIkI kar-vaa[- yaa kdma kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 kIkI kar-vaa[- yaa kdma kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 kI
]=\/Qaara 100 ³4´ ko tht.Qaara 100 ³4´ ko tht.Qaara 100 ³4´ ko tht.Qaara 100 ³4´ ko tht.Qaara 100 ³4´ ko tht.
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COMMENTS
The Bombay High Court order has been promptly

challenged by Invesco in the Division Bench which
briefly heard the appeal on October 29,2021 but
postponed effective hearing to 29 November 2021. While
Zee's spokesman claimed that the decision taken by the
Hon'ble Bombay High Court is a "huge win" for all the
stakeholders of the Company," in the careful considered
opinion of this writer, this is incorrect.

For one this is an interim order.
Secondly it has been challenged in the Division

Bench and will be heard towards end of November.
Most importantly issues of shareholder rights

versus powers of the Board are issues that can affect the
very edifice of corporate democracy and will ultimately
land up in Supreme Court for final determination. May
companies will be looking to outcome of this battle.

Meanwhile media reports state that the Zee Sony
merger will be fast forwarded to reach to a definitive
conclusion. The view of Sony on the Zee- Invesco dispute
is unknown, but Zee has kept the media war on by
accusing Invesco of acting on the behalf of "another
suitor." Not amused, Reliance has regretted being
dragged into the messy situation.

So, the Zee Invesco war is now at stalemate. The
interim order is certainly no victory for the shareholders
nor for Zee and ultimately an E.G.M. will have to be
held. The outcome, if the merger goes through before
the EGM will be very different than what Invesco
planned.

iiiiiTPpiNayaa MTPpiNayaa MTPpiNayaa MTPpiNayaa MTPpiNayaa M
baa^mbao ha[- kaoT- ko AadoSa kao [nvaoskao Wara iDvaIjana baoMca maoM

turMt caunaaOtI dI gayaI¸ ijasapr 29 A@TUbar 2021 kao saMixaPt saunavaa[-
kI gayaI¸ laoikna p`BaavaI saunavaa[- kao 29 navaMbar 2021 tk sqaigat
kr idyaa gayaa hO̧  jabaik jaI ko p`va@ta nao davaa ikyaa ik maananaIya
baa^mbao ha[-kaoT- Wara ilayaa gayaa inaNa-ya kMpnaI ko saBaI ihtQaarkaoM ko
ilae ek bahut baD,I jaIt hO̧  jabaik [sa laoKk kI saavaQaanaI sao
ivacaar kI gayaI raya maoM yah galat hO.

iksaI ko ilae yah AMtirma AadoSa hO.
dUsaro [sao iDvaIjana baoMca maoM caunaaOtI dI gayaI hO AaOr navaMbar ko

AMt maoM saunavaa[- kI jaayaogaI.SaoyarQaark AiQakar banaama baaoD- kI
Sai@tyaaoM ko sabasao mah%vapUNa- mau_o eosao mau_o hOM jaao ka^pao-roT laaoktM~ kI
[maart kao p`Baaivat kr sakto hOM AaOr AMtt: AMitma inaQaa-rNa ko ilae
savaao-cca nyaayaalaya maoM phuMcaoMgao.kMpinayaaM [sa laD,a[- ko natIjao kI Aaor
doK rhI hOM.

[saI baIca maIiDyaa irpaoT- maoM kha gayaa hO ik jaI saaonaI ko ivalaya
kao ek inaiScat inaYkYa- pr phuMcanao ko ilae tojaI sao Aagao baZ,ayaa
jaayaogaa.jaI–[nvaoskao ivavaad pr saaonaI ka dRiYTkaoNa A&at hO̧  laoikna
jaI nao [nvaoskao pr ‘ek AaOr pòmaI’ kI Aaor sao AiBanaya krnao ka
Aaraop lagaakr maIiDyaa yauw kao jaarI rKa hO.yah KuSaI kI baat
nahIM hO.irlaayaMsa kao [sa gaMdI isqait maoM GasaITo jaanao ka pCtavaa hO.

[sailae¸ jaI [nvaoskao yauw Aba gaitraoQa maoM hO.AMtirma AadoSa
inaiScat $p sao na tao SaoyarQaarkaoM kI jaIt hO AaOr na hI jaI kI
AaOr AMt maoM [-jaIema kao Aayaaoijat krnaa haogaa.pirNaama¸ yaid [-
jaIema sao phlao ivalaya haota hO tao [nvaoskao kI yaaojanaa sao bahut
Alaga haogaa.
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C. PEGASUS ORDER - VICTORY
FOR FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION?

1. The Supreme Court in a significant order of
Manoharlal Sharma vs Union of India in Criminal
Writ Petition 314/2021 dated 27 October 2021, has
once again upheld the freedom of expression to
citizens and media guaranteed under Article 19 (1)
(a) subject to reasonable restrictions under Article
19 (2).

2. The batch of petitions arose out of media
investigations that many
prominent Indians including
politicians, media, activists and
even bureaucrats may have been
spied on by using the infamous
Pegasus Israeli malware/
spyware. As per the Israeli
Government this malware/
spyware is only sold to
Governments and not private
bodies. Pegasus is a military
grade spyware/malware developed in 2016 which can
"collect all communication including encrypted
information and location information from the device.
The malware can then monitor the activities of the
device holder through a "zero click" and collect the
phone's date in remote fashion."

3. It is stated that a Paris based N.G.O. Forbidden Stories
conducted a collaborative investigation with 80
journalists from 17 news organisations in 10 countries
including India. Amnesty International subjected the
devices of many targeted individuals to forensic
analysis and which was then peer reviewed by
University of Toronto Citizen Lab.

4. The Wire website in India was part of the
investigation, and it is claimed that over 1000 Indian
phone numbers were on potential surveillance. 300
have been identified and Amnesty subjected 22 for
forensic analysis of which ten were confirmed and 12
were inconclusive.

5. Keeping in mind the grave threat to freedom of
expression, a series of writ petitions were filed in the
Supreme Court asking for a court supervised
independent investigation into the veracity of the

s a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I º p og a as asa Aad oSa–AiBavya i@t kI svat M~ta kIp og a as asa Aad oSa–AiBavya i@t kI svat M~ta kIp og a as asa Aad oSa–AiBavya i@t kI svat M~ta kIp og a as asa Aad oSa–AiBavya i@t kI svat M~ta kIp og a as asa Aad oSa–AiBavya i@t kI svat M~ta kI
ja ItÆja ItÆja ItÆja ItÆja ItÆ
1º saup`Ima kaoT- nao manaaohrlaala Samaa- banaama Baart saMGamanaaohrlaala Samaa- banaama Baart saMGamanaaohrlaala Samaa- banaama Baart saMGamanaaohrlaala Samaa- banaama Baart saMGamanaaohrlaala Samaa- banaama Baart saMGa ko ek

mah%vapUNa- AadoSa mao M AapraiQak irT yaaicaka 314À2021AapraiQak irT yaaicaka 314À2021AapraiQak irT yaaicaka 314À2021AapraiQak irT yaaicaka 314À2021AapraiQak irT yaaicaka 314À2021
idnaaMk 27 A@TUbar 202127 A@TUbar 202127 A@TUbar 202127 A@TUbar 202127 A@TUbar 2021 kao ek baar ifr sao AnaucCod 19AnaucCod 19AnaucCod 19AnaucCod 19AnaucCod 19
³1´³e´³1´³e´³1´³e´³1´³e´³1´³e´ ko tht gaarMTIkRt naagairkaoM AaOr maIiDyaa kI AiBavyai@t
kI svatM~ta kao barkrar rKa.AnaucCod 19 ³1´AnaucCod 19 ³1´AnaucCod 19 ³1´AnaucCod 19 ³1´AnaucCod 19 ³1´ ko tht
AnaucCod 19 ³2´AnaucCod 19 ³2´AnaucCod 19 ³2´AnaucCod 19 ³2´AnaucCod 19 ³2´ ko tht ]icat p`itbaMQaaoM ko AQaIna naagairkaoM
AaOr maIiDyaa kI AiBavyai@t kI svatM~ta kao ekbaar ifr sao
barkrar rKa hO.

2º yaaicakaAaoM ka ek samaUh maIiDyaa jaaMca
sao saamanao Aayaa ik ku#yaat pogaasasa [jarayalaI
maOlavaoyarÀspa[vaoyar ka ]pyaaoga krko rajanaotaAaoM̧
maIiDyaa¸ kaya-kta-Aao M AaOr yahaM tk ik
naaOkrSaahaoM saiht k[- p̀mauK BaartIyaaoM kI jaasaUsaI
kI jaa saktI hO.[jarayalaI sarkar ko Anausaar
yah maOlavaoyarÀspayavaoyar kovala sarkaraoM kao baocaa
jaata hO¸ inajaI inakayaaoM kao nahIM.pogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasa
20162016201620162016 ma o M  i v akisat ek sa O n y a g a ` oD

spa[vaoyarÀmaOlavaoyar hO, jaao iDvaa[sa sao einËPToD jaanakarI AaOr
sqaana kI jaanakarI saiht saBaI saMcaar ek~ kr sakta hO.maOlavaoyar
tba ‘SaUnya i@lak’ ko maaQyama sao iDvaa[sa Qaark kI gaitivaiQayaaoM kI
inagaranaI kr sakta hO AaOr kafI dUr rKo faona kI sahayata sao
jaanakarI p`aPt krta hO.

3º yah kha gayaa hO ik poirsa isqat ek gaOr sarkarI saMgazna fa^ribaDnafa^ribaDnafa^ribaDnafa^ribaDnafa^ribaDna
sTaoirjasTaoirjasTaoirjasTaoirjasTaoirja nao Baart saiht 10 doSaaoM ko 17 samaacaar saMgaznaaoM ko 8080808080
p~karaoM ko saaqa ek sahyaaogaa%mak jaaMca kI.emanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTI [MTrnaoSanala[MTrnaoSanala[MTrnaoSanala[MTrnaoSanala[MTrnaoSanala
nao k[- laixat vyai@tyaaoM ko ]pkrNaaoM kao faoroMisak ivaSlaoYaNa ko
AQaIna ikyaa AaOr ifr TaorMTao isaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laOba ivaSvaivaValaya
Wara [sakI saavaQaanaI sao samaIxaa kI gayaI.

4º Baart maoM d vaa^yard vaa^yard vaa^yard vaa^yard vaa^yar vaobasaa[T jaaMca ka ihssaa qaI AaOr yah davaa
ikyaa jaata hO ik 1000 sao AiQak BaartIya faona naMbar saMBaaivat
inagaranaI maoM qao.300 kI phcaana kI gayaI hO AaOr emanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTIemanaosTI nao
2222222222 kao faoroMisak ivaSlaoYaNa ko AQaIna ikyaa hO̧  ijanamaoM sao 10 kI
puiYT kI gayaI AaOr 1212121212 AinaNaa-yak qao.

5º AiBavyai@t kI svatM~ta ko ilae gaMBaIr Ktro kao Qyaana maoM rKto
hue¸ saup`Ima kaoT- maoM k[- irT yaaicakayaoM dayar kI gayaI¸ ijasamaoM
Adalat kI inagaranaI maoM AaraopaoM kI sa%yata kI svatM~ jaaMca kI
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charges. These included Mr. N. Ram of Hindu and Mr.
Sashi Kumar of Asian College of Journalism. They
claimed if such a hack did take place it would be
violative of their right to privacy upheld by Supreme
Court in the K.S. Puttuswamy of India 2017 judgment.
They claimed:
 The Pegasus hack is a direct attack on

communicational, intellectual, and
informational privacy, and critically endangers
the meaningful exercise of privacy in these
contexts. The right to privacy extends to use and
control over one's mobile phone/electronic
device and any interception by means of hacking/
tapping is an infraction of Article 21. Further,
the use of the Pegasus spyware to conduct
surveillance represents a grossly
disproportionate invasion of the right to
privacy."

 "It has an obvious chilling effect on expression
by threatening invasion into the most core and
private aspects of a person's life. The specific
targeting of scores of journalists is an attack on
the freedom of the press, and seriously abridges
the right to know, which is an essential
component of the right to free speech and
expression."

 Surveillance is justified only in cases of public
emergency or in the interests of public safety,
and the existence of such conditions must be
inferred reasonably and cannot be determined
solely on the assessment of the Government.
Neither of these mandatory conditions have been
met in the present case, rendering the
surveillance wholly illegal."

 The attack prima facie constitutes an act of cyber-
terrorism that has several grave political and
security ramifications, especially considering
that the devices of Government Ministers, senior
political figures and constitutional functionaries
which may contain sensitive information have
been targeted.

6. The Editors Guild also filed a writ petition seeking an
enquiry stating:
 "Freedom of the press relies on non-interference

by the government and its agencies in reporting
of journalists, including their ability to securely
and confidentially speaking with sources,

maaMga kI gayaI qaI.[samaoM ihMdUihMdUihMdUihMdUihMdU ko EaI enaºEaIrama AaOr eiSayanaeiSayanaeiSayanaeiSayanaeiSayana
ka^laoja Aa^f jana-ilajmaka^laoja Aa^f jana-ilajmaka^laoja Aa^f jana-ilajmaka^laoja Aa^f jana-ilajmaka^laoja Aa^f jana-ilajma ko EaI SaiSa kumaar Saaimala qao.]nhaoMnao
davaa ikyaa ik Agar [sa trh kI hOk haotI hO tao yah Baart kokokokoko
esa puT\TusvaamaI 2017esa puT\TusvaamaI 2017esa puT\TusvaamaI 2017esa puT\TusvaamaI 2017esa puT\TusvaamaI 2017 ko fOsalao maoM saup`Ima kaoT- Wara banaayao gayao
]nako inajata ko AiQakar ka ]llaMGana haogaa.]nhaoMnao davaa ikyaa
ik:
 pogaasasa hOk saMcaar¸ baaOiwk AaOr saUcanaa%mak gaaopnaIyata pr

saIQaa hmalaa hO AaOr [na saMdBaao-M maoM gaaopnaIyata ko saaqa-k p`yaaoga
kao gaMBaIr $p sao Ktro maoM Dalata hO.inajata ka AiQakar
iksaI ko maaobaa[la faonaÀ[lao@T/a^inak ]pkrNa ko ]pyaaoga
AaOr inayaM~Na tk fOlaa huAa hO AaOr hOikMgaÀTOipMga ko
maaQyama sao iksaI BaI AvaraoQa kao AnaucCod 21 ka ]llaMGana
hO.[sako Alaavaa inagaranaI krnao ko ilae pogaasasa spa[vaoyar
ka ]pyaaoga inajata ko AiQakar ka Gaaor AsaMgat AaËmaNa
ka p`itinaiQa%va krta hO.’

 iksaI vyai@t ko jaIvana ko sabasao maUla AaOr inajaI phlaUAaoM maoM
AaËmaNa kI QamakI dokr AiBavyai@t pr [saka jabardst
p`Baava pD,ta hO.Anaok p~karaoM kao ivaSaoYa $p sao inaSaanaa
banaanaa pòsa kI svatM~ta pr hmalaa hO AaOr yah jaananao ko
AiQakar kao gaMBaIr $p sao kma krta hO̧  jaao AiBavyai@t kI
svatM~ta ko AiQakar ka ek Ainavaaya- GaTk hO.’

 inagaranaI kovala saava-jainak Aaptkala ko maamalaaoM maoM yaa saava-
jainak saurxaa ko iht maoM ]icat hO AaOr eosaI isqaityaaoM ko
Aaist%va ka yaqaaoicat Anaumaana lagaayaa jaanaa caaihe AaOr
kovala sarkar ko Aaklana pr inaQaa-irt nahIM ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.vat-maana maamalao maoM [namaoM sao kao[- BaI Ainavaaya- Sat-
pUrI nahIM kI gayaI hO̧  ijasasao inagaranaI pUrI trh sao AvaOQa hao
gayaI hO.’

 hmalaa p`qama dRYTyaa saa[bar AatMkvaad ka ek kaya- hO̧
ijasako k[- gaMBaIr rajanaIitk AaOr saurxaa p`Baava hO̧  ivaSaoYa
$p sao yah doKto hue ik sarkarI maMi~yaaoM̧  vairYz rajanaIitk
histyaaoM AaOr saMvaOQaainak pdaiQakairyaaoM ko ]pkrNaaoM kao laixat
ikyaa gayaa hO ijanamaoM saMvaodnaSaIla jaanakarI hao saktI hO.

6º eiDTsa- igalDeiDTsa- igalDeiDTsa- igalDeiDTsa- igalDeiDTsa- igalD nao BaI ek irT yaaicaka dayar kr jaaMca kI maaMga
krto hue kha ik:
 p`osa kI svatM~ta sarkar AaOr ]sakI ejao Misayaao M Waraejao Misayaao M Waraejao Misayaao M Waraejao Misayaao M Waraejao Misayaao M Wara

p~kara o M kI irpa o - iT Mga ma o M ga Or hstxa op pr inaBa -rp~kara o M kI irpa o - iT Mga ma o M ga Or hstxa op pr inaBa -rp~kara o M kI irpa o - iT Mga ma o M ga Or hstxa op pr inaBa -rp~kara o M kI irpa o - iT Mga ma o M ga Or hstxa op pr inaBa -rp~kara o M kI irpa o - iT Mga ma o M ga Or hstxa op pr inaBa -r
krtI hkrtI hkrtI hkrtI hkrtI hO̧  ijasamaoM sa`aotaoM ko saaqa saurixat AaOr gaaopnaIya $p sao
baaolanao̧  sa<aa ka du$pyaaoga AaOr Ba`YTacaar kI jaaMca krnao̧
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investigate abuse of power and corruption,
expose governmental incompetence, and speak
with those in opposition to the government."

7. Speaking to Frontline (a Hindu Group publication)
an independent journalist Paranjoy Guha Thakurta was
quoted as saying "George Orwell's 1984 is here and
now; we live in a surveillance state. The way I perceive
it, it is not just an infringement on my fundamental
right of privacy, but it is also an attempt to stifle my
freedom of expression. I have been a journalist for 44
years. The names of my anonymous sources can also
be disclosed. It has a chilling effect on investigative
journalism and the right to free speech. At the end of
the day, it is dangerous for the future of democracy."

8. When the hearings began in the Supreme Court in
August 2021, the Supreme Court at first appeared
disinclined to pass any orders on the multiple petitions.
It asked the Petitioners why First Information Reports
were not filed. It however observed that if the reports
were true then the allegations were serious, and truth
would have to be brought out. It also stated allegations
were circulating from 2019 and why had the petitions
been filed late. Counsels for Petitioners explained there
were no provisions to file F.I.R.'s in such cases under
Information Technology Act. It was further explained
that earlier names of affected individuals was not
known but now with forensic investigations, the
matters were becoming clearer. Hence the petitions
had been filed in 2021.

9. Government's stand on the entire controversy has
come in for adverse comment by the Supreme Court in
its Order dated October 27, 2021. Some key excerpts
of the Order reveal the mind of the Supreme Court:
 If you want to keep a secret, you must also hide it

from yourself." George Orwell, 1984
 The present batch of Writ Petitions raise an

Orwellian concern, about the alleged possibility
of utilising modern technology to hear what you
hear, see what you see and to know what you do.
In this context, this Court is called upon to
examine an allegation of the use of such a
technology, its utility, need and alleged abuse.
We make it clear that our effort is to uphold the
constitutional aspirations and rule of law,
without allowing ourselves to be consumed in
the political rhetoric. This Court has always

sarkarI Axamata ka pda-faSa krnao AaOr sarkar ko ilae
ivaraoiQayaaoM ko saaqa baat krnao kI ]nakI xamata Saaimala hO.

7º ÍMTlaa[naÍMTlaa[naÍMTlaa[naÍMTlaa[naÍMTlaa[na ³ek ihMdU samaUh p`kaSana´ sao baat krto hue ek
svatM~ p~kar prMjaa^ya gauha zakurta kao yah khto hue ]dRt
ikyaa gayaa qaa ik ‘jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola ka 1984jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola ka 1984jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola ka 1984jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola ka 1984jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola ka 1984 yahaM AaOr ABaI
hO̧  hma ek inagaranaI isqait maoM rhto hOM.ijasa trh sao maOM samaJata hUM
yah na kovala maoro inajata ko maaOilak AiQakar ka ]llaMGana hO̧
bailk yah maorI AiBavyai@t kI svatM~ta ka BaI hnana krnao ka
ek p`yaasa hO.maOM 44 saala44 saala44 saala44 saala44 saala sao p~kar hUM.maoro A&at sa`aotaoM ko
naamaaoM ka BaI Kulaasaa ikyaa jaa sakta hO.[saka KaojaI p~kairkta
AaOr AiBavyai@t kI svatM~ta ko AiQakar pr nakara%mak p`Baava
pD,ta hO.AMt maoM̧  yah laaoktM~ ko BaivaYya ko ilae Ktrnaak hO.

8º jaba Agast 2021Agast 2021Agast 2021Agast 2021Agast 2021 maoM saup`Ima kaoT- maoM saunavaa[- Sau$ hu[- tao saup`Ima
kaoT- phlao tao k[- yaaicakaAaoM pr kao[- AadoSa pairt krnao ko
ilae tOyaar nahIM huAa.[sanao yaaicakakta-AaoM sao pUCa ik p`aqaimakI
dja- @yaaoM nahIM kI gayaI.halaaMik yah doKa gayaa hO ik yaid irpaoT-
saca qaI tao Aaraop gaMBaIr qao¸ AaOr saccaa[- kao saamanao laanaa
haogaa.[sanao yah BaI kha ik Aaraop 20192019201920192019 sao cala rho qao AaOr
yaaicakayaoM dor sao @yaaoM dayar kI gayaI.yaaicakakta-AaoM ko vakIla nao
batayaa ik saUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayamasaUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayamasaUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayamasaUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayamasaUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayama ko tht eosao maamalaaoM
maoM p`aqaimakI dja- krnao ka kao[- p`avaQaana nahIM hO.Aagao batayaa
gayaa hO ik phlao p`Baaivat vyai@tyaaoM ko naama &at nahIM qao laoikna
Aba faoroMisak jaaMca sao maamalaa spYT hao rha qaa.[sailae yaaicakayaoM
2021 maoM dayar kI gayaI qaIM.

9º pUro ivavaad pr sarkar ka $K saup`Ima kaoT- Wara 27 A@TUbar27 A@TUbar27 A@TUbar27 A@TUbar27 A@TUbar
20212021202120212021 ko Apnao AadoSaAadoSaAadoSaAadoSaAadoSa maoM p`itkUla iTPpNaI ko ilae Aayaa
hO.AadoSa ko kuC p`mauK AMSa saup`Ima kaoT- ko idmaaga kao ]jaagar
krto hOM:
 yaid Aap ek rhsya rKnaa caahto hOM tao Aapkao [sao Apnao

Aap sao BaI iCpanaa haogaa.’ jaa^ja- Aa^rvaola 1984aa^ja- Aa^rvaola 1984aa^ja- Aa^rvaola 1984aa^ja- Aa^rvaola 1984aa^ja- Aa^rvaola 1984
 irT yaaicakaAaoM ka vat-maana baOca¸ jaao Aap saunato hOM̧  jaao Aap

doKto hOM ]sao doKnao AaOr Aap @yaa krto hOM̧  yah jaananao ko
ilae AaQauinak tknaIkI ka ]pyaaoga krnao kI kiqat saMBaavanaa
ko baaro maoM ek Aaorvaoilayana icaMta ]zato hOM.[sa saMdBa- maoM [sa
nyaayaalaya kao eosaI tknaIkI ko ]pyaaoga¸ [sakI ]pyaaoigata¸
AavaSyakta AaOr kiqat du$pyaaoga ko AaraopaoM kI jaaMca
krnao ko ilae kha jaata hO.hma yah spYT krto hOM ik
rajanaIitk bayaanabaajaI maoM Kud kao Basma krnao kI Anaumait ko
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been conscious of not entering the political
thicket. However, at the same time, it has never
cowered from protecting all from the abuses of
fundamental rights. Para 1

 The Pegasus suite of spywares can allegedly be
used to compromise the digital devices of an
individual through zero click vulnerabilities,
i.e., without requiring any action on the part of
the target of the software. Once the software
infiltrates an individual's device, it allegedly has
the capacity to access the entire stored data on
the device, and has real time access to emails,
texts, phone calls, as well as the camera and
sound recording capabilities of the device. Once
the device is infiltrated using Pegasus, the entire
control over the device is allegedly handed over
to the Pegasus user who can then remotely
control all the functionalities of the device and
switch different features on or off. The N.S.O.
Group purportedly sells this extremely powerful
software only to certain undisclosed
Governments and the end user of its products
are "exclusively government intelligence and
law enforcement agencies" as per its own
website. Para 3

 On 16 August 2021, a "limited affidavit" was
placed on record by the learned Solicitor
General that was filed by the Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Electronics, and
Information Technology, Union of India. The
relevant parts of the limited affidavit filed by the
Respondent Union of India are as follows:
 At the outset, it is submitted that I hereby

unequivocally deny any and all of the
allegations made against the Respondents
in the captioned petition and other
connected petitions. A bare perusal of the
captioned petition and other connected
petitions makes it clear that the same are
based on conjectures and surmises or on
other unsubstantiated media reports or
incomplete or uncorroborated material. It
is submitted that the same cannot be the
basis for invoking the writ jurisdiction of
this Hon'ble Court.

 It is submitted that this question stands
already clarified on the floor of the

ibanaa hmaara p`yaasa saMvaOQaainak AakaMxaaAaoM AaOr kanaUna ko
Saasana kao banaayao rKnao ka hO.yah Adalat hmaoSaa rajanaIitk
Gaoro maoM na Aanao ko p`it sacaot hO.halaaMik¸ saaqa hI¸ yahhalaaMik¸ saaqa hI¸ yahhalaaMik¸ saaqa hI¸ yahhalaaMik¸ saaqa hI¸ yahhalaaMik¸ saaqa hI¸ yah
saBaI kao maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko hnana sao bacaanao sao BaIsaBaI kao maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko hnana sao bacaanao sao BaIsaBaI kao maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko hnana sao bacaanao sao BaIsaBaI kao maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko hnana sao bacaanao sao BaIsaBaI kao maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko hnana sao bacaanao sao BaI
kBaI nahI M ihcaikcaatI hO.kBaI nahI M ihcaikcaatI hO.kBaI nahI M ihcaikcaatI hO.kBaI nahI M ihcaikcaatI hO.kBaI nahI M ihcaikcaatI hO.pOra 1pOra 1pOra 1pOra 1pOra 1

 spa[vaoyar ko pogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasa saUT ko kiqat taOr pr iksaI vyai@t
ko iDijaTla ]pkrNaaoM kao SaUnya i@lak kmajaaoiryaaoM ko maaQyama
sao samaJaaOta krnao ko ilae [stomaala ikyaa jaa sakta hO yaanaI
saa^FTvaoyar ko laxya kI Aaor sao iksaI kar-vaa[- ko AavaSyakta
ko ibanaa.ek baar jaba saa^FTvaoyar iksaI vyai@t ko ]pkrNa
maoM GausapOz kr laota hO tao yah kiqat taOr pr ]pkrNa pr
pUro saMga`hIt DoTa tk phuMcanao kI xamata rKta hO AaOr [-maola¸
To@sT¸ faona ka^la ko saaqa–saaqa ]pkrNa kI kOmara AaOr
Aa^iDyaao irka^iD-Mga xamataAaoM tk vaastivak samaya tk phuMca
rKta hO.ekbaar jaba pogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasa ka ]pyaaoga krko ]pkrNa
maoM GausapOz kr laI jaatI hO tao ]pkrNa pr pUra inayaM~Na
kiqat taOr pr pogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasa ]pyaaogakta- kao saaOMp idyaa jaata
hO̧  jaao tba ]pkrNa kI saBaI kayaa-%maktaAaoM kao dUrsqa $p
sao inayaMi~t kr sakta hO AaOr ivaiBanna sauivaQaaAaoM kao caalaU
yaa baMd kr sakta hO.enaesaAao ga`upenaesaAao ga`upenaesaAao ga`upenaesaAao ga`upenaesaAao ga`up kiqat taOr pr [sa
A%yaMt Sai@tSaalaI saa^FTvaoyar kao kovala kuC A&at sarkaraoM
kao baocata hO AaOr [sako ]%padaoM ko AMitma ]pyaaogakta-
ApnaI vaobasaa[T ko Anausaar ivaSaoYa $p sao sarkarI Kuifyaa
AaOr kanaUna p`va-<ana ejaoMisayaaM hO.pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3pOra 3

 16 Agast 202116 Agast 202116 Agast 202116 Agast 202116 Agast 2021 kao ivaWana saa^ilaisaTr janarla Wara ek
‘saIimat hlafnaamaa’ irka^D- pr rKa gayaa qaa ijasao Aiti@t
saicava¸ [lao@T/a^ina@sa maM~alaya AaOr saUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI¸ Baart
sarkar Wara dayar ikyaa gayaa qaa.Baart ko p`itvaadI saMGa
Wara dayar saIimat hlafnaamao ko p`asaMigak Baaga [sa p`kar hOM:

 sabasao phlao̧  yah p`stut ikyaa jaata hO ik maOM ethuvaara
]prao@t yaaicaka AaOr Anya saMbaMiQat yaaicakaAaoM maoM
p`itvaaidyaaoM ko iKlaaf lagaayao gayao iksaI BaI AaOr saBaI
AaraopaoM sao spYT $p sao [Mkar krta hUM.]prao@t yaaicaka
Aa Or Any a s a M b a M i Q at y a a ic akaAa o M  ka k o v al aAny a s a M b a M i Q at y a a ic akaAa o M  ka k o v al aAny a s a M b a M i Q at y a a ic akaAa o M  ka k o v al aAny a s a M b a M i Q at y a a ic akaAa o M  ka k o v al aAny a s a M b a M i Q at y a a ic akaAa o M  ka k o v al a
Avalaaokna krnao sao yah spYT hao jaata hO ik yaoAvalaaokna krnao sao yah spYT hao jaata hO ik yaoAvalaaokna krnao sao yah spYT hao jaata hO ik yaoAvalaaokna krnao sao yah spYT hao jaata hO ik yaoAvalaaokna krnao sao yah spYT hao jaata hO ik yao
Ana umaanaa o M yaa Anya Ap`maaiNat maIiDyaa irpa oTa o - MAna umaanaa o M yaa Anya Ap`maaiNat maIiDyaa irpa oTa o - MAna umaanaa o M yaa Anya Ap`maaiNat maIiDyaa irpa oTa o - MAna umaanaa o M yaa Anya Ap`maaiNat maIiDyaa irpa oTa o - MAna umaanaa o M yaa Anya Ap`maaiNat maIiDyaa irpa oTa o - M
yaa AQaUrI yaa ApuYT saamaga`I pr AaQaairt hO.yahyaa AQaUrI yaa ApuYT saamaga`I pr AaQaairt hO.yahyaa AQaUrI yaa ApuYT saamaga`I pr AaQaairt hO.yahyaa AQaUrI yaa ApuYT saamaga`I pr AaQaairt hO.yahyaa AQaUrI yaa ApuYT saamaga`I pr AaQaairt hO.yah
p ` st ut ikyaa ja ata h O ik yah [sa m a a n a n a Iy ap ` st ut ikyaa ja ata h O ik yah [sa m a a n a n a Iy ap ` st ut ikyaa ja ata h O ik yah [sa m a a n a n a Iy ap ` st ut ikyaa ja ata h O ik yah [sa m a a n a n a Iy ap ` st ut ikyaa ja ata h O ik yah [sa m a a n a n a Iy a
nyaayaalaya ko irT xao~aiQakar kao laagaU krnao kanyaayaalaya ko irT xao~aiQakar kao laagaU krnao kanyaayaalaya ko irT xao~aiQakar kao laagaU krnao kanyaayaalaya ko irT xao~aiQakar kao laagaU krnao kanyaayaalaya ko irT xao~aiQakar kao laagaU krnao ka
AaQaar nahI M ha o sakta hO.AaQaar nahI M ha o sakta hO.AaQaar nahI M ha o sakta hO.AaQaar nahI M ha o sakta hO.AaQaar nahI M ha o sakta hO.
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Parliament by the Hon'ble Minister of
Railways, Communications and Electronics
& Information Technology of India,
Government of India. A copy of the statement
of the Hon'ble Minister is attached herewith
and marked as Annexure RI. In that view of
the matter, in the respectful submission of
the deponent, nothing further needs to be
done at the behest of the Petitioner, more
particularly when they have not made out
any case.

 It is, however, submitted that with a view to
dispel any wrong narrative spread by
certain vested interests and with an object
of examining the issue raised, the Union of
India will constitute a Committee of Experts
in the field which will go into all aspects of
the issue." Para 12

 It is in this context that we must contextualise
the issues that are being raised in this batch of
petitions. We live in the era of information
revolution, where the entire lives of individuals
are stored in the cloud or in a digital dossier. We
must recognise that while technology is a useful
tool for improving the lives of the people, at the
same time, it can also be used to breach that
sacred private space of an individual. Para 31

 Members of a civilised democratic society have
a reasonable expectation of privacy. Privacy is
not the singular concern of journalists or social
activists. Every citizen of India ought to be
protected against violations of privacy. It is this
expectation which enables us to exercise our
choices, liberties, and freedom. This Court in K.S.
Puttaswamy (Privacy J.) v. Union of India,
(2017) 10 S.C.C. 1, has recognised that the right
to privacy is as sacrosanct as human existence
and is inalienable to human dignity and
autonomy. Para 32.

 It is undeniable that surveillance and the
knowledge that one is under the threat of being
spied on can affect the way an individual decides
to exercise his or her rights. Such a scenario
might result in self-censorship. This is of
particular concern when it relates to the freedom
of the press, which is important pillar of
democracy. Such chilling effect on the freedom

 yah inavaodna ikyaa jaata hO ik Baart sarkar ko maananaIyaaananaIyaaananaIyaaananaIyaaananaIya
r o l a ¸ s a M c a ar Aa Or [la o@T / a ^ i n a@sa Aa Or s a U c a n a ar o l a ¸ s a M c a ar Aa Or [la o@T / a ^ i n a@sa Aa Or s a U c a n a ar o l a ¸ s a M c a ar Aa Or [la o@T / a ^ i n a@sa Aa Or s a U c a n a ar o l a ¸ s a M c a ar Aa Or [la o@T / a ^ i n a@sa Aa Or s a U c a n a ar o l a ¸ s a M c a ar Aa Or [la o@T / a ^ i n a@sa Aa Or s a U c a n a a
p`aOVaoigakI maM~Ip`aOVaoigakI maM~Ip`aOVaoigakI maM~Ip`aOVaoigakI maM~Ip`aOVaoigakI maM~I¸ Baart sarkar Wara saMsad ko pTla pr
[sa p`Sna kao phlao hI spYT kr idyaa gayaa hO.maananaIya
maM~I jaI ko va@tvya kI ek p`it [sako saaqa saMlagna hO
AaOr AnaubaMQa enao@car AarAa[- enao@car AarAa[- enao@car AarAa[- enao@car AarAa[- enao@car AarAa[- ko $p maoM icainht
hO.[sa maamalao maoM̧  AiBasaaxaI ko sammaanapUva-k p`stuitkrNa
maoM¸ yaaicakakta- ko AadoSa pr AaOr kuC krnao kI
AavaSyakta nahIM hO¸ ivaSaoYa $p sao jaba ]nhaoMnao kao[-
maamalaa banaayaa nahIM hO.

 tqaaip¸ yah p`stut ikyaa gayaa hO ik kuC inaihttqaaip¸ yah p`stut ikyaa gayaa hO ik kuC inaihttqaaip¸ yah p`stut ikyaa gayaa hO ik kuC inaihttqaaip¸ yah p`stut ikyaa gayaa hO ik kuC inaihttqaaip¸ yah p`stut ikyaa gayaa hO ik kuC inaiht
svaaqaao - M Wara fOlaayao gayao iksaI BaI galat Aa#yaanasvaaqaao - M Wara fOlaayao gayao iksaI BaI galat Aa#yaanasvaaqaao - M Wara fOlaayao gayao iksaI BaI galat Aa#yaanasvaaqaao - M Wara fOlaayao gayao iksaI BaI galat Aa#yaanasvaaqaao - M Wara fOlaayao gayao iksaI BaI galat Aa#yaana
kao dUr krnao AaOr ]zayao gayao mau_oM kI jaaMca krnaokao dUr krnao AaOr ]zayao gayao mau_oM kI jaaMca krnaokao dUr krnao AaOr ]zayao gayao mau_oM kI jaaMca krnaokao dUr krnao AaOr ]zayao gayao mau_oM kI jaaMca krnaokao dUr krnao AaOr ]zayao gayao mau_oM kI jaaMca krnao
ko ]_oSya sao¸ Baart saMGa xao~ maoM ivaSaoYa&aoM kI ekko ]_oSya sao¸ Baart saMGa xao~ maoM ivaSaoYa&aoM kI ekko ]_oSya sao¸ Baart saMGa xao~ maoM ivaSaoYa&aoM kI ekko ]_oSya sao¸ Baart saMGa xao~ maoM ivaSaoYa&aoM kI ekko ]_oSya sao¸ Baart saMGa xao~ maoM ivaSaoYa&aoM kI ek
saimait ka gazna krogaa jaa o [sa ma u_ o ko saBaIsaimait ka gazna krogaa jaa o [sa ma u_ o ko saBaIsaimait ka gazna krogaa jaa o [sa ma u_ o ko saBaIsaimait ka gazna krogaa jaa o [sa ma u_ o ko saBaIsaimait ka gazna krogaa jaa o [sa ma u_ o ko saBaI
phlauAao M pr ivacaar krogaI.phlauAao M pr ivacaar krogaI.phlauAao M pr ivacaar krogaI.phlauAao M pr ivacaar krogaI.phlauAao M pr ivacaar krogaI.pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12pOra 12

 [saI saMdBa- maoM hmaoM yaaicakaAaoM ko [sa baOca maoM ]zayao jaa rho mau_aoM
ka saMdBa- donaa caaihe.hma saUcanaa ËaMit yauga maoM rhto hOM̧  jahaM
vyai@tyaaoM ka pUra jaIvana @laa]D maoM yaa iDijaTla Daoijayar maoM
saMga`iht haota hO.hmaoM yah svaIkar krnaa caaihe ik jahaM
tknaIkI laaogaaoM ko jaIvana kao baohtr banaanao ko ilae ek
]pyaaogaI ]pkrNa hO̧  vahIM [saka ]pyaaoga iksaI vyai@t ko
]sa piva~ inajaI sqaana kao BaMga krnao ko ilae BaI ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.pOra 31pOra 31pOra 31pOra 31pOra 31.

 saBya laaoktaMi~k samaaja ko sadsyaaoM kao gaaopnaIyata kI ]icat
Apoxaa haotI hO.gaaopnaIyata p~karaoM yaa saamaaijak kaya-kta-AaoM
kI ekmaa~ icaMta nahIM hO.Baart ko p`%yaok naagairk kao
inajata ko ]llaMGana sao bacanaa caaihe.yah Apoxaa hI hO jaao
hmaoM ApnaI psaMd svatM~ta AaOr svatM̀ta ka p`yaaoga krnao maoM
saxama banaatI hO.yah nyaayaalaya koesa puT \T usvaamaIkoesa puT \T usvaamaIkoesa puT \T usvaamaIkoesa puT \T usvaamaIkoesa puT \T usvaamaI
³gaa opnaIyata ja o´ banaama Baart sa MGa ³2017´ 10³gaa opnaIyata ja o´ banaama Baart sa MGa ³2017´ 10³gaa opnaIyata ja o´ banaama Baart sa MGa ³2017´ 10³gaa opnaIyata ja o´ banaama Baart sa MGa ³2017´ 10³gaa opnaIyata ja o´ banaama Baart sa MGa ³2017´ 10
esasaIsaI 1esasaIsaI 1esasaIsaI 1esasaIsaI 1esasaIsaI 1 nao maanaa hO ik inajata ka AiQakar maanava
Aaist%va kI trh piva~ hO AaOr maanavaIya garImaa AaOr svaaya<ata
ko ilae Axamya hO.pOra 32pOra 32pOra 32pOra 32pOra 32.

 [sa baat sao [Mkar nahIM ikyaa jaa sakta ik inagaranaI AaOr
yah jaanakarI ik iksaI pr jaasaUsaI ikyao jaanao ka Ktra hO̧
iksaI vyai@t Wara Apnao AiQakaraoM ka p`yaaoga krnao ko inaNa-
ya kao p`Baaivat kr sakta hO.[sa trh ko pirdRSya ko
pirNaamasva$p Aa%ma–saoMsariSap hao saktI hO.yah ivaSaoYa $p
sao icaMta ka ivaYaya hO jaba yah pòsa kI svatM~ta sao saMbaMiQat
hO¸ jaao laaoktM~ ka mah%vapUNa- stMBa hO.AiBavyai@t kI
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of speech is an assault on the vital public
watchdog role of the press, which may undermine
the ability of the press to provide accurate and
reliable information. Recently, in the case of
Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India, (2020) 3
SCC 637, this Court highlighted the importance
of freedom of the press in a modern democracy in
the following words:
 "159. In this context, one possible test of

chilling effect is comparative harm. In this
framework, the Court is required to see
whether the impugned restrictions, due to
their broad-based nature, have had a
restrictive effect on similarly placed
individuals during the period. It is the
contention of the petitioner that she was not
able to publish her newspaper from 682019
to 11102019. However, no evidence was put
forth to establish that such other individuals
were also restricted in publishing
newspapers in the area. Without such
evidence having been placed on record, it
would be impossible to distinguish a
legitimate claim of chilling effect from a mere
emotive argument for a self-serving purpose.
On the other hand, the learned Solicitor
General has submitted that there were other
newspapers which were running during the
aforesaid time period. In view of these facts
and considering that the aforesaid petitioner
has now resumed publication, we do not
deem it fit to indulge more in the issue than
to state that responsible Governments are
required to respect the freedom of the press
at all times. Journalists are to be
accommodated in reporting and there is no
justification for allowing a sword of
Damocles to hang over the press
indefinitely." (emphasis supplied) Para 39.

 An important and necessary corollary of such a
right is to ensure the protection of sources of
information. Protection of journalistic sources
is one of the basic conditions for the freedom of
the press. Without such protection, sources may
be deterred from assisting the press in informing
the public on matters of public interest. Para 40.

 Having regard to the importance of the

svatM~ta pr [sa trh ko mah%vapUNa- p`Baava pòsa kI mah%vapUNa-
saava-jainak inagaranaI BaUimaka pr hmalaa hO¸ jaao saiTk va
ivaSvanaIya jaanakarI p`dana krnao ko pòsa kI xamata kao kmajaaor
kr sakta hO.hala hI maoM¸ AnauraQaa BasaIna banaama BaartAnauraQaa BasaIna banaama BaartAnauraQaa BasaIna banaama BaartAnauraQaa BasaIna banaama BaartAnauraQaa BasaIna banaama Baart
saMGa ³2020´ 3 esasaIsaI 637saMGa ³2020´ 3 esasaIsaI 637saMGa ³2020´ 3 esasaIsaI 637saMGa ³2020´ 3 esasaIsaI 637saMGa ³2020´ 3 esasaIsaI 637 ko maamalao ma o M¸ [sa
nyaayaalaya nao inamnailaiKt SabdaoM maoM AaQauinak laaoktM~ maoM pòsa
kI svatM~ta ko mah%va pr p`kaSa Dalaa:
 159159159159159.[sa saMdBa- maoM mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ka ek saMBaaivat

prIxaNa tulanaa%mak nauksaana hO.[sa Z,aMcao maoM¸ nyaayaalaya[sa Z,aMcao maoM¸ nyaayaalaya[sa Z,aMcao maoM¸ nyaayaalaya[sa Z,aMcao maoM¸ nyaayaalaya[sa Z,aMcao maoM¸ nyaayaalaya
kao yah doKnaa hO ik @yaa ]nako vyaapk–AaQaairtkao yah doKnaa hO ik @yaa ]nako vyaapk–AaQaairtkao yah doKnaa hO ik @yaa ]nako vyaapk–AaQaairtkao yah doKnaa hO ik @yaa ]nako vyaapk–AaQaairtkao yah doKnaa hO ik @yaa ]nako vyaapk–AaQaairt
p`kRit ko karNa¸ [sa AvaiQa ko da Orana samaanap`kRit ko karNa¸ [sa AvaiQa ko da Orana samaanap`kRit ko karNa¸ [sa AvaiQa ko da Orana samaanap`kRit ko karNa¸ [sa AvaiQa ko da Orana samaanap`kRit ko karNa¸ [sa AvaiQa ko da Orana samaana
$p sao rKo gayao vyai@tyaaoM pr p`itbaMQaa%mak p`Baava$p sao rKo gayao vyai@tyaaoM pr p`itbaMQaa%mak p`Baava$p sao rKo gayao vyai@tyaaoM pr p`itbaMQaa%mak p`Baava$p sao rKo gayao vyai@tyaaoM pr p`itbaMQaa%mak p`Baava$p sao rKo gayao vyai@tyaaoM pr p`itbaMQaa%mak p`Baava
pD,a hO.ypD,a hO.ypD,a hO.ypD,a hO.ypD,a hO.yaaicakakta-AaoM ka tk- hO ik vah 682019682019682019682019682019
sao 1110201911102019111020191110201911102019 tk Apnaa samaacaarp~ p`kaiSat krnao
maoM saxama nahIM qaI.halaaMik¸ yah sqaaipt krnao ko ilae
kao[- sabaUt nahIM idyaa gayaa qaa ik eosao Anya vyai@tyaaoM kao
BaI xao~ maoM samaacaarp~ p`kaiSat krnao maoM p`itbaMiQat ikyaa
gayaa qaa.[sa trh ko sabaUtaoM kao irka^D- maoM rKo ibanaa¸
mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko ek vaOQa davao kao ek Aa%ma–saovaa
]_oSya ko ilae maa~ Baavanaa%mak tk- sao Alaga krnaa
AsaMBava haogaa.dUsarI Aaor¸ ivaWana saa^ilaisaTr janarla nao
batayaa ik Anya saamaacaar p~ BaI qao jaao ]@t samayaavaiQa
ko daOrana cala rho qao.[na tqyaaoM kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue
AaOr yah doKto hue ik ]prao@t yaaicakkta- nao Aba
p`kaSana ifr sao Sau$ kr idyaa hO̧  hma [sa mau_o maoM AiQak
Saaimala haonaa ]icat nahIM samaJato hOM̧  yah khnao ko ilae
ik ijammaodar sarkaraoM kao hr samaya pòsa kI svatM~ta ka
sammaana krna o kI AavaSyakta hO.p~kara o M  ka op~kara o M  ka op~kara o M  ka op~kara o M  ka op~kara o M  ka o
irpao -iTMga mao M samaayaaoijat ikyaa jaanaa hO AaOr p`osairpao -iTMga mao M samaayaaoijat ikyaa jaanaa hO AaOr p`osairpao -iTMga mao M samaayaaoijat ikyaa jaanaa hO AaOr p`osairpao -iTMga mao M samaayaaoijat ikyaa jaanaa hO AaOr p`osairpao -iTMga mao M samaayaaoijat ikyaa jaanaa hO AaOr p`osa
pr AinaiScat kala tk DOmaa oklsa kI tlavaarpr AinaiScat kala tk DOmaa oklsa kI tlavaarpr AinaiScat kala tk DOmaa oklsa kI tlavaarpr AinaiScat kala tk DOmaa oklsa kI tlavaarpr AinaiScat kala tk DOmaa oklsa kI tlavaar
laTknao kI Anaumait dona o ka kao[- AaOica%ya nahIMlaTknao kI Anaumait dona o ka kao[- AaOica%ya nahIMlaTknao kI Anaumait dona o ka kao[- AaOica%ya nahIMlaTknao kI Anaumait dona o ka kao[- AaOica%ya nahIMlaTknao kI Anaumait dona o ka kao[- AaOica%ya nahIM
hO ³jaa or idyaa gayaa´ hO ³jaa or idyaa gayaa´ hO ³jaa or idyaa gayaa´ hO ³jaa or idyaa gayaa´ hO ³jaa or idyaa gayaa´ pOra 39.pOra 39.pOra 39.pOra 39.pOra 39.

 [sa trh ko AiQakar ka ek mah%vapUNa- AaOr AavaSyak
pirNaama saUcanaa ko sa`aotao M kI saurxaa sauinaiScat krnaa
hO.p~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ka saMrxaNa pòsa kI svatM~ta ko ilae
bauinayaadI Satao-M maoM sao ek hO.[sa trh ko saMrxaNa ko ibanaa¸
sa`aotaoM kao janaiht ko maamalaaoM pr janata kao saUicat krnao maoM
pòsa kI sahayata krnao sao raoka jaa sakta hO.pOra 40pOra 40pOra 40pOra 40pOra 40.

 ek laaoktaMi~k samaaja mao M p`osa kI svatM~ta ko ilaeek laaoktaMi~k samaaja mao M p`osa kI svatM~ta ko ilaeek laaoktaMi~k samaaja mao M p`osa kI svatM~ta ko ilaeek laaoktaMi~k samaaja mao M p`osa kI svatM~ta ko ilaeek laaoktaMi~k samaaja mao M p`osa kI svatM~ta ko ilae
p~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ko saMrxaNa ko mah%va AaOr jaasaUsaIp~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ko saMrxaNa ko mah%va AaOr jaasaUsaIp~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ko saMrxaNa ko mah%va AaOr jaasaUsaIp~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ko saMrxaNa ko mah%va AaOr jaasaUsaIp~kairta ko sa`aotaoM ko saMrxaNa ko mah%va AaOr jaasaUsaI
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protection of journalistic sources for press
freedom in a democratic society and the
potential chilling effect that snooping
techniques may have, this Court's task in the
present matter, where certain grave allegations
of infringement of the rights of the citizens of
the country have been raised, assumes great
significance. In this light, this Court is
compelled to take up the cause to determine the
truth and get to the bottom of the allegations
made herein. Para 41

 That said, after we indicated our reservations to
the Petitioners regarding the lack of material,
various other petitions have been filed in Court,
including by individuals who were purportedly
victims of the alleged Pegasus spyware attack.
These subsequently filed petitions, as well as
additional documents filed by others, have
brought on record certain materials that cannot
be brushed aside, such as the reports of reputed
organisations like Citizen Lab and affidavits of
experts. Additionally, the sheer volume of cross
referenced and cross verified reports from various
reputable news organisations across the world
along with the reactions of foreign governments
and legal institutions also moved us to consider
that this is a case where the jurisdiction of the
Court may be exercised. Of course, the learned
Solicitor General suggested that many of these
reports are motivated and self-serving. However,
such an omnibus oral allegation is not sufficient
to desist from interference. Para 44.

 Such a course of action taken by the Respondent
Union Of India, especially in proceedings of the
present nature that touches upon the
fundamental rights of the citizens of the country,
cannot be accepted. As held by this Court in
Ram Jethmalani v. Union of India, (2011) 8
S.C.C. 1, the Respondent Union of India should
not take an adversarial position when the
fundamental rights of citizens are at threat.
Para 46.

 This free flow of information from the Petitioners
and the State, in a writ proceeding before the
Court, is an important step towards Governmental
transparency and openness, which are celebrated
values under our Constitution, as recognised by

tknaIka o M ko sa MBaaivat mah%vap UNa - pirNaamaI p`BaavatknaIka o M ko sa MBaaivat mah%vap UNa - pirNaamaI p`BaavatknaIka o M ko sa MBaaivat mah%vap UNa - pirNaamaI p`BaavatknaIka o M ko sa MBaaivat mah%vap UNa - pirNaamaI p`BaavatknaIka o M ko sa MBaaivat mah%vap UNa - pirNaamaI p`Baava
ka o Qyaana ma o M  rKto h ue vat - m a ana maamala o ma o M ¸ [saka o Qyaana ma o M  rKto h ue vat - m a ana maamala o ma o M ¸ [saka o Qyaana ma o M  rKto h ue vat - m a ana maamala o ma o M ¸ [saka o Qyaana ma o M  rKto h ue vat - m a ana maamala o ma o M ¸ [saka o Qyaana ma o M  rKto h ue vat - m a ana maamala o ma o M ¸ [sa
nyaayaalaya ka kaya - ¸ jaha M d oSa ko naagairka o M  k onyaayaalaya ka kaya - ¸ jaha M d oSa ko naagairka o M  k onyaayaalaya ka kaya - ¸ jaha M d oSa ko naagairka o M  k onyaayaalaya ka kaya - ¸ jaha M d oSa ko naagairka o M  k onyaayaalaya ka kaya - ¸ jaha M d oSa ko naagairka o M  k o
AiQakarao M ko ]llaMGana ko kuC gaMBaIr Aaraop lagaayaoAiQakarao M ko ]llaMGana ko kuC gaMBaIr Aaraop lagaayaoAiQakarao M ko ]llaMGana ko kuC gaMBaIr Aaraop lagaayaoAiQakarao M ko ]llaMGana ko kuC gaMBaIr Aaraop lagaayaoAiQakarao M ko ]llaMGana ko kuC gaMBaIr Aaraop lagaayao
gaya o hO M¸ bahut mah%va rKta hO.[sa Aalaaok mao M yahgayao hO M¸ bahut mah%va rKta hO.[sa Aalaaok mao M yahgayao hO M¸ bahut mah%va rKta hO.[sa Aalaaok mao M yahgayao hO M¸ bahut mah%va rKta hO.[sa Aalaaok mao M yahgayao hO M¸ bahut mah%va rKta hO.[sa Aalaaok mao M yah
nyaayaalaya saccaa[- ka pta lagaanao AaOr yahaM lagaayaonyaayaalaya saccaa[- ka pta lagaanao AaOr yahaM lagaayaonyaayaalaya saccaa[- ka pta lagaanao AaOr yahaM lagaayaonyaayaalaya saccaa[- ka pta lagaanao AaOr yahaM lagaayaonyaayaalaya saccaa[- ka pta lagaanao AaOr yahaM lagaayao
g aya o Aara opa o M  k o th tk jaana o k o ilae majaba Urgaya o Aara opa o M  k o th tk jaana o k o ilae majaba Urgaya o Aara opa o M  k o th tk jaana o k o ilae majaba Urgaya o Aara opa o M  k o th tk jaana o k o ilae majaba Urgaya o Aara opa o M  k o th tk jaana o k o ilae majaba Ur
hO.hO.hO.hO.hO.pOra 41pOra 41pOra 41pOra 41pOra 41

 ]sanao kha¸ jaba hmanao saamaga`I kI kmaI ko saMbaMQa mao M
yaaicakakta-AaoM kao ApnaI Aapi<a ka saMkot idyaa¸ tao
Adalat maoM k[- yaaicakayaoM dayar kI gayaI hOM¸ ijanamaoM vao
vyai@t BaI Saaimala hOM jaao kiqat $p sao pogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasapogaasasa spa[vaoyar
hmalao ko iSakar qao.baad maoM dayar kI gayaI [na yaaicakaAaoM
ko saaqa–saaqa dUsaraoM Wara dayar ikyao gayao Aitir@t dstavaojaaoM
nao kuC eosaI saamaga`I kao irkaD- maoM laayaa ijasao Kairja nahIM
ikyaa jaa sakta hO¸ jaOsao ik isaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laObaisaTIjana laOba jaOsao p`itiYzt
saMgaznaaoM kI irpaoT- AaOr ivaSaoYa&aoM ko glafnaamao.[sako
Aitir@t ivadoSaI sarkarao M AaOr kanaUnaI saMsqaaAaoM kI
p`itiËyaaAaoM ko saaqa–saaqa duinayaaBar ko ivaiBanna p`itiYzt
samaacaar saMgaznaaoM sao Ëa^sa–roÍoMsa AaOr Ëa^sa sa%yaaipt irpaoTao-
M kI BaarI maa~a nao BaI hmaoM yah ivacaar krnao ko ilae p`oirt
ikyaa ik yah ek eosaa maamalaa hO jahaM nyaayaalaya ko
AiQakar xao~ ka p`yaaoga ikyaa jaa sakta hO.baoSak¸aoSak¸aoSak¸aoSak¸aoSak¸
ivaWan a sa a ^ il a is aTr jan arla n a o  s a uJ a av a idya a ikivaWan a sa a ^ il a is aTr jan arla n a o  s a uJ a av a idya a ikivaWan a sa a ^ il a is aTr jan arla n a o  s a uJ a av a idya a ikivaWan a sa a ^ il a is aTr jan arla n a o  s a uJ a av a idya a ikivaWan a sa a ^ il a is aTr jan arla n a o  s a uJ a av a idya a ik
[namaoM sao k[- irpaoT- p`oirt AaOr svayaM saovak hO.halaaMik[namaoM sao k[- irpaoT- p`oirt AaOr svayaM saovak hO.halaaMik[namaoM sao k[- irpaoT- p`oirt AaOr svayaM saovak hO.halaaMik[namaoM sao k[- irpaoT- p`oirt AaOr svayaM saovak hO.halaaMik[namaoM sao k[- irpaoT- p`oirt AaOr svayaM saovak hO.halaaMik
[sa trh ka sava -vyaapI maa OiKk Aaraop hstxaop sao[sa trh ka sava -vyaapI maa OiKk Aaraop hstxaop sao[sa trh ka sava -vyaapI maa OiKk Aaraop hstxaop sao[sa trh ka sava -vyaapI maa OiKk Aaraop hstxaop sao[sa trh ka sava -vyaapI maa OiKk Aaraop hstxaop sao
bacana o ko ilae pyaa -Pt hO.pOra 44bacana o ko ilae pyaa -Pt hO.pOra 44bacana o ko ilae pyaa -Pt hO.pOra 44bacana o ko ilae pyaa -Pt hO.pOra 44bacana o ko ilae pyaa -Pt hO.pOra 44.

 p`itvaadI Baart sarkar Wara kI gayaI [sa trh kI kar-vaa[-̧
ivaSaoYa $p sao vat-maana p`kRit kI kaya-vaahI maoM̧  jaao doSa ko
naagairkaoM ko maaOilak AiQakaraoM kao CUtI hO̧  kao svaIkar nahIM
ikyaa jaa sakta hO.jaOsaaik rama jaozmalaanaI banaamarama jaozmalaanaI banaamarama jaozmalaanaI banaamarama jaozmalaanaI banaamarama jaozmalaanaI banaama
Baart saMGa¸ ³2011´ 8 esasaIsaI 1Baart saMGa¸ ³2011´ 8 esasaIsaI 1Baart saMGa¸ ³2011´ 8 esasaIsaI 1Baart saMGa¸ ³2011´ 8 esasaIsaI 1Baart saMGa¸ ³2011´ 8 esasaIsaI 1¸ maoM [sa nyaayaalaya
Wara Aayaaoijat ikyaa gayaa qaa¸ Baart ko p`itvaadI saMGa kao
naagairkaoM ko maaOilak AiQakaraoM ko Ktro maoM haonao pr p`itkUla
isqait nahIM laonaI caaihe.pOra 46pOra 46pOra 46pOra 46pOra 46.

 yaaicakakta-AaoM AaOr rajya maoM saUcanaa ka yah mau@t p`vaah¸
nyaayaalaya ko samaxa ek irT kaya-vaahI maoM sarkarI pardiSa-ta
AaOr Kulaopna kI idSaa maoM ek mah%vapUNa- kdma hO̧  jaao hmaaro
saMivaQaana ko tht manaayao gayao maUlya hOM̧  jaOsaaik [sa nyaayaalaya
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this Court recently in the Anuradha Bhasin
(supra) judgment. Para 47.

 It is on the strength of the above exception carved
out that the Respondent Union of India has
justified its non-submission of a detailed counter
affidavit, viz., by citing security concerns. It is a
settled position of law that in matters pertaining
to national security, the scope of judicial review
is limited. However, this does not mean that the
State gets a free pass every time the spectre of
"national security" is raised. National security
cannot be the bugbear that the judiciary shies
away from by virtue of its mere mentioning.
Although this Court should be circumspect in
encroaching upon the domain of national
security, no omnibus prohibition can be called
for against judicial review. Para 49.

 In the present matter, as we have indicated above,
the Petitioners have placed on record certain
material that prima facie merits consideration
by this Court. There has been no specific denial
of any of the facts averred by the Petitioners by
the Respondent Union of India. There has only
been an omnibus and vague denial in the "limited
affidavit" filed by the Respondent Union of India,
which cannot be sufficient. In such
circumstances, we have no option but to accept
the prima facie case made out by the Petitioners
to examine the allegations made. Para 51.

 Different forms of surveillance and data
gathering by intelligence agencies to fight
terrorism, crime, and corruption in the national
interest and/or for national security are accepted
norms worldwide. The Petitioners do not
contend that the State should not resort to
surveillance/collection of data in national
security matters. The complaint of the Petitioners
is about the misuse or likely misuse of spyware
in violation of the right to privacy of citizens.
The Respondent Union of India also does not
contend that its agencies can resort to
surveillance/collection of data relating to its
citizens where national security and national
interest are not involved. The Respondent Union
of India's apprehension is that any inquiry on
this behalf should not jeopardise national
security and its steps to protect national security.

Wara halahI maoM AnauraQaa BasaIna ³saup`a´AnauraQaa BasaIna ³saup`a´AnauraQaa BasaIna ³saup`a´AnauraQaa BasaIna ³saup`a´AnauraQaa BasaIna ³saup`a´ ko fOsalao mao M
maanyata dI hO.pOra 47pOra 47pOra 47pOra 47pOra 47.

 }pr idyao gayao Apvaad ko AaQaar pr hI BaartIya}pr idyao gayao Apvaad ko AaQaar pr hI BaartIya}pr idyao gayao Apvaad ko AaQaar pr hI BaartIya}pr idyao gayao Apvaad ko AaQaar pr hI BaartIya}pr idyao gayao Apvaad ko AaQaar pr hI BaartIya
p`itvaadI saMGa nao saurxaa icaMtaAaoM ka hvaalaa doto huep`itvaadI saMGa nao saurxaa icaMtaAaoM ka hvaalaa doto huep`itvaadI saMGa nao saurxaa icaMtaAaoM ka hvaalaa doto huep`itvaadI saMGa nao saurxaa icaMtaAaoM ka hvaalaa doto huep`itvaadI saMGa nao saurxaa icaMtaAaoM ka hvaalaa doto hue
ek ivastRt javaabaI hlafnaamaa p`stut na krnao kaoek ivastRt javaabaI hlafnaamaa p`stut na krnao kaoek ivastRt javaabaI hlafnaamaa p`stut na krnao kaoek ivastRt javaabaI hlafnaamaa p`stut na krnao kaoek ivastRt javaabaI hlafnaamaa p`stut na krnao kao
]icat zhrayaa hO.yah kanaUna kI sqaaipt isqait hO]icat zhrayaa hO.yah kanaUna kI sqaaipt isqait hO]icat zhrayaa hO.yah kanaUna kI sqaaipt isqait hO]icat zhrayaa hO.yah kanaUna kI sqaaipt isqait hO]icat zhrayaa hO.yah kanaUna kI sqaaipt isqait hO
ik raYT/Iya sa urxaa sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M ma o M nyaaiyakik raYT/Iya sa urxaa sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M ma o M nyaaiyakik raYT/Iya sa urxaa sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M ma o M nyaaiyakik raYT/Iya sa urxaa sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M ma o M nyaaiyakik raYT/Iya sa urxaa sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M ma o M nyaaiyak
samaIxaa ka dayara saIimat hO.halaaMik¸ [saka matlabasamaIxaa ka dayara saIimat hO.halaaMik¸ [saka matlabasamaIxaa ka dayara saIimat hO.halaaMik¸ [saka matlabasamaIxaa ka dayara saIimat hO.halaaMik¸ [saka matlabasamaIxaa ka dayara saIimat hO.halaaMik¸ [saka matlaba
yah nahIM ik hr baar ‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ ka BaUt ]znaoyah nahIM ik hr baar ‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ ka BaUt ]znaoyah nahIM ik hr baar ‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ ka BaUt ]znaoyah nahIM ik hr baar ‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ ka BaUt ]znaoyah nahIM ik hr baar ‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ ka BaUt ]znao
pr rajya kao ek mauFt pasa imala jaata hO.raYT/Iyapr rajya kao ek mauFt pasa imala jaata hO.raYT/Iyapr rajya kao ek mauFt pasa imala jaata hO.raYT/Iyapr rajya kao ek mauFt pasa imala jaata hO.raYT/Iyapr rajya kao ek mauFt pasa imala jaata hO.raYT/Iya
saurxaa vah baigayaa nahIM hao saktI hO ijasao nyaayapailakasaurxaa vah baigayaa nahIM hao saktI hO ijasao nyaayapailakasaurxaa vah baigayaa nahIM hao saktI hO ijasao nyaayapailakasaurxaa vah baigayaa nahIM hao saktI hO ijasao nyaayapailakasaurxaa vah baigayaa nahIM hao saktI hO ijasao nyaayapailaka
Apnao maa~ ]llaoK ko AaQaar pr dUr krtI hO.yaVipApnao maa~ ]llaoK ko AaQaar pr dUr krtI hO.yaVipApnao maa~ ]llaoK ko AaQaar pr dUr krtI hO.yaVipApnao maa~ ]llaoK ko AaQaar pr dUr krtI hO.yaVipApnao maa~ ]llaoK ko AaQaar pr dUr krtI hO.yaVip
[sa nyaayaalaya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa ko xao~ ka AitËmaNa[sa nyaayaalaya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa ko xao~ ka AitËmaNa[sa nyaayaalaya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa ko xao~ ka AitËmaNa[sa nyaayaalaya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa ko xao~ ka AitËmaNa[sa nyaayaalaya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa ko xao~ ka AitËmaNa
krna o ma o M caa Oksa rhnaa caaihe¸ nyaaiyak samaIxaa kokrna o ma o M caa Oksa rhnaa caaihe¸ nyaaiyak samaIxaa kokrna o ma o M caa Oksa rhnaa caaihe¸ nyaaiyak samaIxaa kokrna o ma o M caa Oksa rhnaa caaihe¸ nyaaiyak samaIxaa kokrna o ma o M caa Oksa rhnaa caaihe¸ nyaaiyak samaIxaa ko
iva$w kao[- sava-vyaapk inaYaoQa nahIM kha jaa saktaiva$w kao[- sava-vyaapk inaYaoQa nahIM kha jaa saktaiva$w kao[- sava-vyaapk inaYaoQa nahIM kha jaa saktaiva$w kao[- sava-vyaapk inaYaoQa nahIM kha jaa saktaiva$w kao[- sava-vyaapk inaYaoQa nahIM kha jaa sakta
hO.hO.hO.hO.hO.pOra 49.pOra 49.pOra 49.pOra 49.pOra 49.

 vat-maana maamalao maoM̧  jaOsaaik hmanao }pr batayaa hO ik yaaicakakta-
AaoM nao kuC eosaI saamaga`I kao irka^D- maoM rKa hO ijasa pr p`qamap`qamap`qamap`qamap`qama
d R YTya ad R YTya ad R YTya ad R YTya ad R YTyaa [sa nyaayaalaya Wara ivacaar ikyaa jaana a
caaihe.p`itvaadI Baart sarkar Wara yaaicakakta-AaoM Wara
batayao gayao iksaI BaI tqya ka kao[- ivaSaoYa KMDna nahIM ikyaa
gayaa hO.p`itvaadI Baart sarkar Wara dayar ‘saIimat hlafnaamao’
maoM kovala ek sava-vyaapI AaOr AspYT [Mkar ikyaa gayaa hO̧
jaao pyaa-Pt nahIM hao sakta hO.eosaI pirisqaityaaoM maoM hmaaroeosaI pirisqaityaaoM maoM hmaaroeosaI pirisqaityaaoM maoM hmaaroeosaI pirisqaityaaoM maoM hmaaroeosaI pirisqaityaaoM maoM hmaaro
pasa yaaicakakta-Aao M Wara lagaaya o gaya o Aaraopa o M kIpasa yaaicakakta-Aao M Wara lagaaya o gaya o Aaraopa o M kIpasa yaaicakakta-Aao M Wara lagaaya o gaya o Aaraopa o M kIpasa yaaicakakta-Aao M Wara lagaaya o gaya o Aaraopa o M kIpasa yaaicakakta-Aao M Wara lagaaya o gaya o Aaraopa o M kI
jaa Mca ko ilae banaaya o gaya o p`qama dRYTyaa maamala o kaojaa Mca ko ilae banaaya o gaya o p`qama dRYTyaa maamala o kaojaa Mca ko ilae banaaya o gaya o p`qama dRYTyaa maamala o kaojaa Mca ko ilae banaaya o gaya o p`qama dRYTyaa maamala o kaojaa Mca ko ilae banaaya o gaya o p`qama dRYTyaa maamala o kao
svaIkar krna o ko Alaavaa kao[ - AaOr ivaklp nahI MsvaIkar krna o ko Alaavaa kao[ - AaOr ivaklp nahI MsvaIkar krna o ko Alaavaa kao[ - AaOr ivaklp nahI MsvaIkar krna o ko Alaavaa kao[ - AaOr ivaklp nahI MsvaIkar krna o ko Alaavaa kao[ - AaOr ivaklp nahI M
h O.hO.hO.hO.hO.pOra 51.pOra 51.pOra 51.pOra 51.pOra 51.

 raYT/Iya iht maoM AaOrÀyaa raYT/Iya saurxaa ko ilae¸ AatMkvaad¸
ApraQa va Ba`YTacaar sao laD,nao ko ilae Kuifyaa ejaoMisayaaoM Wara
inagaranaI AaOr DoTa ek~ krnao ko ivaiBanna $p duinayaa Bar maoM
svaIkRt maanadMD hO.yaaicakakta-AaoM ka yah tk- nahIM hO ik
rajya kao raYT/Iya saurxaa maamalaaoM maoM DoTa kI inagaranaIÀsaMga`h
ka sahara laonaa caaihe.yaaicakakta-AaoM kI iSakayat naagairkaoM
ko inajata ko AiQakar ko ]llaMGana maoM spa[vaoyar ko du$pyaaoga
yaa saMBaaivat du$pyaaoga ko baaro maoM hO.p`itvaadI Baart sarkar
ka yah BaI tk- nahIM hO ik ]sakI ejaoMisayaaM Apnao naagairkaoM
sao saMbaMiQat DoTa kI inagaranaIÀsaMga`h ka sahara lao saktI hO
jahaM raYT/Iya saurxaa AaOr raYT/Iya iht Saaimala nahIM hOM.p`itvaadI
Baart sarkar kI AaSaMka yah hO ik [sa Aaor sao iksaI BaI
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There is thus a broad consensus that
unauthorised surveillance/accessing of stored
data from the phones and other devices of citizens
for reasons other than the nation's security
would be illegal, objectionable and a matter of
concern. Para 52

 We are of the opinion that in the circumstances
of the present case, when the Respondent Union
of India has already been given multiple
opportunities to file an affidavit on record, and
looking to the conduct of the Respondent Union
of India in not placing on record any facts
through their Reliance on the "national
security" defence, no useful purpose would be
served by issuing directions of the nature sought
by Mr Shyam Divan, apart from causing a further
delay in proceedings. Para 53

 Instead, we are inclined to pass an order
appointing an Expert Committee whose
functioning will be overseen by a retired Judge
of the Supreme Court. Such a course of action
has been adopted by this Court in various other
circumstances when the Court found it fit in the
facts and circumstances of the case to probe
the truth or falsity of certain allegations, taking
into account the public importance and the
alleged scope and nature of the largescale
violation of the fundamental rights of the
citizens of the country [See Ram Jethmalani
(supra); Extra Judicial Execution Victim
Families Association v. Union of India, (2013)
2 SCC 493; G.S. Mani v. Union of India, order
dated 12.12.2019 in W.P. (Crl.) No. 348 of
2019]. Para 55

 The compelling circumstances that have weighed
with us to pass such an order are as follows:
i. Right to privacy and freedom of speech are

alleged to be impacted, which needs to be
examined.

ii. The entire citizenry is affected by such
allegations due to the potential chilling
effect.

iii. No clear stand taken by the Respondent
Union of India regarding actions taken by
it.

iv. Seriousness accorded to the allegations by

jaaMca sao raYT/Iya saurxaa AaOr raYT/Iya saurxaa kI rxaa ko ilae
]sako kdmaaoM kao Ktro maoM nahIM Dalaa jaanaa caaihe.[sa[sa[sa[sa[sa
p`kar ek vyaapk sahmait hO ik raYT/ kI saurxaa kop`kar ek vyaapk sahmait hO ik raYT/ kI saurxaa kop`kar ek vyaapk sahmait hO ik raYT/ kI saurxaa kop`kar ek vyaapk sahmait hO ik raYT/ kI saurxaa kop`kar ek vyaapk sahmait hO ik raYT/ kI saurxaa ko
Alaavaa Anya karNaa o M sa o naagairka o M ko fa ona Aa OrAlaavaa Anya karNaa o M sa o naagairka o M ko fa ona Aa OrAlaavaa Anya karNaa o M sa o naagairka o M ko fa ona Aa OrAlaavaa Anya karNaa o M sa o naagairka o M ko fa ona Aa OrAlaavaa Anya karNaa o M sa o naagairka o M ko fa ona Aa Or
Anya ]pkrNaa o M  s a o  sa M g a ` iht D oTa kI AnaiQak RtAnya ]pkrNaa o M  s a o  sa M g a ` iht D oTa kI AnaiQak RtAnya ]pkrNaa o M  s a o  sa M g a ` iht D oTa kI AnaiQak RtAnya ]pkrNaa o M  s a o  sa M g a ` iht D oTa kI AnaiQak RtAnya ]pkrNaa o M  s a o  sa M g a ` iht D oTa kI AnaiQak Rt
inagaranaIÀe@saosa¸ AvaOQa¸ Aapi<ajanak AaOr ica MtainagaranaIÀe@saosa¸ AvaOQa¸ Aapi<ajanak AaOr ica MtainagaranaIÀe@saosa¸ AvaOQa¸ Aapi<ajanak AaOr ica MtainagaranaIÀe@saosa¸ AvaOQa¸ Aapi<ajanak AaOr ica MtainagaranaIÀe@saosa¸ AvaOQa¸ Aapi<ajanak AaOr ica Mta
ka ivaYaya ha ogaa.ka ivaYaya ha ogaa.ka ivaYaya ha ogaa.ka ivaYaya ha ogaa.ka ivaYaya ha ogaa.pOra 52.pOra 52.pOra 52.pOra 52.pOra 52.

 hmaarI raya hO ik vat-maana maamalao kI pirisqaityaaoM maoM̧  jaba
p`itvaadI Baart sarkar kao phlao sao hI irka^D- pr ek
hlafnaamaa dayar krnao ko ilae k[- Avasar idyao gayao hOM AaOr
‘raYT/Iya saurxaa’ rxaa pr Apnao irlaayaMsa ko maaQyama sao iksaI
BaI tqya kao irka^D- maoM nahIM rKnao ko ilae p`itvaadI Baart
sarkar ko AacarNa kao doKto hue¸ kaya-vaahI maoM dorI krnao ko
Alaavaa EaI Syaama dIvaana Wara maaMgao gayao p`kRit ko inado-Sa
jaarI krnao sao kao[- ]pyaaogaI ]_oSya pUra nahIM haogaa.pOra 53pOra 53pOra 53pOra 53pOra 53

 [sako bajaaya¸ hma ek ivaSa o Y a& saimait inaya u@t[sako bajaaya¸ hma ek ivaSa o Y a& saimait inaya u@t[sako bajaaya¸ hma ek ivaSa o Y a& saimait inaya u@t[sako bajaaya¸ hma ek ivaSa o Y a& saimait inaya u@t[sako bajaaya¸ hma ek ivaSa o Y a& saimait inaya u@t
krnao ka AadoSa pairt krnao ko [-cCuk hO M ijasakokrnao ka AadoSa pairt krnao ko [-cCuk hO M ijasakokrnao ka AadoSa pairt krnao ko [-cCuk hO M ijasakokrnao ka AadoSa pairt krnao ko [-cCuk hO M ijasakokrnao ka AadoSa pairt krnao ko [-cCuk hO M ijasako
kamakaja kI inagaranaI savaa o -cca nyaayaalaya ko ekkamakaja kI inagaranaI savaa o -cca nyaayaalaya ko ekkamakaja kI inagaranaI savaa o -cca nyaayaalaya ko ekkamakaja kI inagaranaI savaa o -cca nyaayaalaya ko ekkamakaja kI inagaranaI savaa o -cca nyaayaalaya ko ek
sa ovaainava R<a nyaayaaQaISa Wara kI jaaya ogaI.sa ovaainava R<a nyaayaaQaISa Wara kI jaaya ogaI.sa ovaainava R<a nyaayaaQaISa Wara kI jaaya ogaI.sa ovaainava R<a nyaayaaQaISa Wara kI jaaya ogaI.sa ovaainava R<a nyaayaaQaISa Wara kI jaaya ogaI.[sa trh
kI kar-vaa[- [sa nyaayaalaya Wara ivaiBanna Anya pirisqaityaaoM maoM
Apnaa[- gayaI hO jaba nyaayaalaya nao saava-jainak mah%va AaOr
kiqat dayaro kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue kuC AaraopaoM kI saccaa[-
yaa JaUz kI jaaMca krnao ko ilae maamalao ko tqyaaoM AaOr pirisqaityaaoM
maoM [sao ]pyau@t payaa AaOr doSa ko naagairkaoM ko maaOilak
AiQakaraoM ko baD,o pOmaanao pr ]llaMGana kI p`kRit ³doKoM rama³doKoM rama³doKoM rama³doKoM rama³doKoM rama
ja ozmalaanaI ³sa up ` a´: Aitir@t nyaaiyak inaYpadnaja ozmalaanaI ³sa up ` a´: Aitir@t nyaaiyak inaYpadnaja ozmalaanaI ³sa up ` a´: Aitir@t nyaaiyak inaYpadnaja ozmalaanaI ³sa up ` a´: Aitir@t nyaaiyak inaYpadnaja ozmalaanaI ³sa up ` a´: Aitir@t nyaaiyak inaYpadna
pIiD,t pirvaar sa MGa banaama Baart sarkar ³2013´pIiD,t pirvaar sa MGa banaama Baart sarkar ³2013´pIiD,t pirvaar sa MGa banaama Baart sarkar ³2013´pIiD,t pirvaar sa MGa banaama Baart sarkar ³2013´pIiD,t pirvaar sa MGa banaama Baart sarkar ³2013´
2 esasaIsaI 493¸ jaIesa maiNa banaama Baart sa MGa¸2 esasaIsaI 493¸ jaIesa maiNa banaama Baart sa MGa¸2 esasaIsaI 493¸ jaIesa maiNa banaama Baart sa MGa¸2 esasaIsaI 493¸ jaIesa maiNa banaama Baart sa MGa¸2 esasaIsaI 493¸ jaIesa maiNa banaama Baart sa MGa¸
AadoSa idnaa Mk 12º12º2019 kao Dbla UºpI AadoSa idnaa Mk 12º12º2019 kao Dbla UºpI AadoSa idnaa Mk 12º12º2019 kao Dbla UºpI AadoSa idnaa Mk 12º12º2019 kao Dbla UºpI AadoSa idnaa Mk 12º12º2019 kao Dbla UºpI ³³³³³Crl ´́́́́
2019 kI sa M#yaa 348´.2019 kI sa M#yaa 348´.2019 kI sa M#yaa 348´.2019 kI sa M#yaa 348´.2019 kI sa M#yaa 348´.pOra 55pOra 55pOra 55pOra 55pOra 55

 [sa trh ko AadoSa kao pairt krnao ko ilae ijana majabaUr
pirisqaityaaoM ka yaaogadana hmaaro saaqa hO.vao [sa p`kar hOM:
i. inajata ko AiQakar AaOr baa olana o kI svatM~tainajata ko AiQakar AaOr baa olana o kI svatM~tainajata ko AiQakar AaOr baa olana o kI svatM~tainajata ko AiQakar AaOr baa olana o kI svatM~tainajata ko AiQakar AaOr baa olana o kI svatM~ta

pr kiqat $p sao p`Baava pD, rha hO¸ ijasakIpr kiqat $p sao p`Baava pD, rha hO¸ ijasakIpr kiqat $p sao p`Baava pD, rha hO¸ ijasakIpr kiqat $p sao p`Baava pD, rha hO¸ ijasakIpr kiqat $p sao p`Baava pD, rha hO¸ ijasakI
jaa Mca kI jaanaI caaihe.jaa Mca kI jaanaI caaihe.jaa Mca kI jaanaI caaihe.jaa Mca kI jaanaI caaihe.jaa Mca kI jaanaI caaihe.

ii. saMBaaivat mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko karNa [sa trh ko saMBaaivat mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko karNa [sa trh ko saMBaaivat mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko karNa [sa trh ko saMBaaivat mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko karNa [sa trh ko saMBaaivat mah%vapUNa- p`Baava ko karNa [sa trh ko
Aaraopa o M sa o pUra naagairk p`Baaivat hO.Aaraopa o M sa o pUra naagairk p`Baaivat hO.Aaraopa o M sa o pUra naagairk p`Baaivat hO.Aaraopa o M sa o pUra naagairk p`Baaivat hO.Aaraopa o M sa o pUra naagairk p`Baaivat hO.

iii. [sako Wara kI gayaI kar-vaa[- ko saMbaMQa maoM Baart ko
p`itvaadI saMGa Wara kao[- spYT $K nahIM ilayaa gayaa hO.
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foreign countries and involvement of foreign
parties.

v. Possibility that some foreign authority,
agency, or private entity is involved in
placing citizens of this country under
surveillance.

vi. Allegations that the Union or State
Governments are parties to the rights'
deprivations of the citizens.

vii. Limitation under writ jurisdiction to delve
into factual aspects. For instance, even the
usage of the technology on citizens, which
is the jurisdictional fact, is disputed and
requires further factual examination.

 It is for a reason (vi) above that we decline the
Respondent Union of India's plea to allow them
to appoint an Expert Committee for the purposes
of investigating the allegations, as such a course
of action would violate the settled judicial
principle against bias, i.e., that 'justice must not
only be done but also be seen to be done.' Para
57

 At this juncture, it would be appropriate to state
that in this world of conflicts, it was an extremely
uphill task to find and select experts who are
free from prejudices, are independent and
competent. Rather than relying upon any
Government agencies, we have constituted the
Committee and shortlisted expert members based
on biodatas and information collected
independently. Some of the candidates politely
declined this assignment, while others had some
conflict of interest. With our best intentions and
efforts, we have shortlisted and chosen the most
renowned experts available to be a part of the
Committee. Additionally, we have also left it to
the discretion of the learned overseeing judge to
take assistance from an expert, if necessary, to
ensure absolute transparency and efficiency, as
directed in paragraph 62(3). Para 58

 The terms of reference of the Committee are as
follows:
A. To enquire, investigate and determine:

i. Whether the Pegasus suite of spyware was
used on phones or other devices of the
citizens of India to access stored data,

iv. ivadoSaaoM Wara lagaayao gayao AaraopaoM AaOr ivadoSaI paiT-yaaoM kI
saMilaPtta kao gaMBaIrta sao ilayaa gayaa.

v. saMBaavanaa hO ik [sa doSa ko naagairkaoM kao inagaranaI maoM
rKnao maoM kao[- ivadoSaI p`aiQakrNa¸ ejaoMsaI yaa inajaI saMsqaa
Saaimala hO.

vi. Aaraop hO ik koMd` yaa rajya sarkaroM naagairkaoM koAaraop hO ik koMd` yaa rajya sarkaroM naagairkaoM koAaraop hO ik koMd` yaa rajya sarkaroM naagairkaoM koAaraop hO ik koMd` yaa rajya sarkaroM naagairkaoM koAaraop hO ik koMd` yaa rajya sarkaroM naagairkaoM ko
AiQakarao M sa o va Micat krnao ko pxakar hO M.AiQakarao M sa o va Micat krnao ko pxakar hO M.AiQakarao M sa o va Micat krnao ko pxakar hO M.AiQakarao M sa o va Micat krnao ko pxakar hO M.AiQakarao M sa o va Micat krnao ko pxakar hO M.

vii. irT xao~aiQakar ko tht tqyaa%mak phlauAaoM maoM tllaIna
krnao kI saImaa.]dahrNa ko ilae yahaM tk ik naagairkaoM
pr tknaIkI ka ]pyaaoga¸ jaao ik AiQakar xao~ ka
tqya hO¸ ivavaaidt hO AaOr [sako ilae AaOr AiQak
tqyaa%mak jaaMca kI AavaSyakta hO.

 yah ]prao@t karNa ³³³³³vi´́́́́ ko ilae hO ik hma AaraopaoM kI
jaaMca ko p`ayaaojana ko ilae ek ivaSaoYa& saimait inayau@t krnao
kI Anaumait donao ko ilae Baart ko p`itvaadI saMGa kI yaaicaka
kao AsvaIkar krto hOM̧  @yaaoMik [sa trh kI kaya-vaahI pUvaa-
ga`h ko iKlaaf sqaaipt nyaaiyak isaWaMt ka ]llaMGana krogaI¸
yaanaI ik nyaaya na kovala haonaa caaihe bailk haoto hue idKnaa
BaI caaihe.pOra 57pOra 57pOra 57pOra 57pOra 57

 [sa samaya yah batanaa ]icat haogaa ik saMGaYaao-M kI [sa duinayaa
maoM̧  pUvaa-ga`haoM sao mau@t¸ svatM~ AaOr saxama ivaSaoYa&aoM kao Z,UMZnaa
AaOr ]naka cayana krnaa ek A%yaMt kizna kaya- qaa.iksaI
BaI sarkarI ejaoMsaI pr Baraosaa krnao ko bajaaya¸ hmanao svatM~
$p sao ek~ ikyao gayao baayaaoDoTa AaOr jaanakarI ko AaQaar
pr saimait ka gazna ikyaa hO AaOr ivaSaoYa& sadsyaaoM kao Saa^T-
ilasT ikyaa hO.kuC ]mmaIdvaaraoM nao ivanamàtapUva-k [sa Asaa[namaoMT
kao AsvaIkar kr idyaa¸ jabaik Anya maoM kuC ihtaoM ka
zkrava qaa.hmaaro savaao-<ama [radaoM va p`yaasaaoM ko saaqa¸ hmanao
saimait ka ihssaa bananao ko ilae ]plabQa sabasao p`isaw ivaSaoYa&aoM
kao SaT-ilasT ikyaa AaOr caunaa hO.[sako Aitri@t¸ hmanao pOra
63 ³3´63 ³3´63 ³3´63 ³3´63 ³3´ maoM inado-iSat pUNa- pardiSa-ta AaOr dxata sauinaiScat
krnao ko ilae¸ yaid AavaSyak hao tao ivaSaoYa& kI sahayata
laonao ko ilae ivaWana pya-vaoxak nyaayaaQaISa ko ivavaok pr CaoD,
idyaa hO.pOra 58pOra 58pOra 58pOra 58pOra 58

 saimait ko ivacaaraqa- ivaYayaivacaaraqa- ivaYayaivacaaraqa- ivaYayaivacaaraqa- ivaYayaivacaaraqa- ivaYaya [sa p`kar hOM:
e ºe ºe ºe ºe º pUCtaC krnao̧  jaaMca krnao AaOr inaQaa-irt krnao ko ilae:

i. @yaa spayavaoyar kospayavaoyar kospayavaoyar kospayavaoyar kospayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUTpogaasasa saUTpogaasasa saUTpogaasasa saUTpogaasasa saUT ka [stomaala Baart
ko naagairkaoM ko faona yaa Anya ]pkrNaaoM pr saMga`iht
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DoTa tk phuMcanao̧  baatcaIt saunanao̧  [MTrsaoPT jaanakarI
AaOrÀyaa iksaI Anya ]_oSya ko ilae yahaM spYT $p sao
nahIM batayaa gayaa hOÆ

ii. eosao spayavaoyar hmalao sao p`Baaivat hue laaogaaoM AaOrÀyaa laaogaaoM AaOrÀyaa laaogaaoM AaOrÀyaa laaogaaoM AaOrÀyaa laaogaaoM AaOrÀyaa
vyai@tyaa o M ka ivavarNavyai@tyaa o M ka ivavarNavyai@tyaa o M ka ivavarNavyai@tyaa o M ka ivavarNavyai@tyaa o M ka ivavarNa.

iii. spayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUT ka ]pyaaoga krko BaartIya
naagairkaoM ko vaa^T\saeOp Katavaa^T\saeOp Katavaa^T\saeOp Katavaa^T\saeOp Katavaa^T\saeOp KataoM kI hOikMga ko baaro
mao M vaYa- 2019vaYa- 2019vaYa- 2019vaYa- 2019vaYa- 2019 mao M irpaoT- p`kaiSat haonao ko baad
p`itvaadI Baart saMGa Wara @yaa kdmaÀkar-vaa[- kdmaÀkar-vaa[- kdmaÀkar-vaa[- kdmaÀkar-vaa[- kdmaÀkar-vaa[- kI
gayaI hOÆ

iv. @yaa Baart ko naagairkaoM ko iKlaaf [stomaala ko ilae
spa[vaoyar ka kao[- pogaasasa saUTspa[vaoyar ka kao[- pogaasasa saUTspa[vaoyar ka kao[- pogaasasa saUTspa[vaoyar ka kao[- pogaasasa saUTspa[vaoyar ka kao[- pogaasasa saUT p`itvaadI Baart
saMGa yaa iksaI rajya sarkar yaa iksaI koMd`Iya yaa rajya
ejaoMsaI Wara AiQaga`iht ikyaa gayaa qaaÆ pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61.

v. Agar iksaI sarkarI ejaoMsaI nao [sa doSa ko naagairkaoM pr
spayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUTspayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUTspayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUTspayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUTspayavaoyar ko pogaasasa saUT ka [stomaala ikyaa hO tao
iksa kanaUna¸ inayama¸ idSaainado-Sa¸ p`aoTaoka^la yaa vaOQa
p`iËyaa ko tht eosaI tOnaatI kI gayaI qaI.

vi. yaid iksaI GarolaU saMsqaaÀvyai@t nao [sa doSa koGarolaU saMsqaaÀvyai@t nao [sa doSa koGarolaU saMsqaaÀvyai@t nao [sa doSa koGarolaU saMsqaaÀvyai@t nao [sa doSa koGarolaU saMsqaaÀvyai@t nao [sa doSa ko
naagairkaoM pr spa[vaoyarnaagairkaoM pr spa[vaoyarnaagairkaoM pr spa[vaoyarnaagairkaoM pr spa[vaoyarnaagairkaoM pr spa[vaoyar ka p`yaaoga ikyaa hO tao @yaa
eosaa p`yaaoga AiQakRt hOÆ

vii. kao[- Anya maamalaa yaa phlaU jaao ]prao@t saMdBa- kI
Satao-M sao jauD,a¸ sahayak yaa AanauYaMigak hao sakta hO ijasao
saimait jaaMca ko ilae ]pyau@t va ]icat samaJao.

eavesdrop on conversations, intercept
information and/or for any other purposes
not explicitly stated herein?

ii. The details of the victims and/or persons
affected by such a spyware attack.

iii. What steps/actions have been taken by the
Respondent Union of India after reports were
published in the year 2019 about the
hacking of WhatsApp accounts of Indian
citizens, using the Pegasus suite of spyware.

iv. Whether any Pegasus suite of spyware was
acquired by the Respondent Union of India,
or any State Government, or any central or
State agency for use against the citizens of
India? Para 61

v. If any governmental agency has used the
Pegasus suite of spyware on the citizens of
this country, under what law, rule, guideline,
protocol, or lawful procedure was such
deployment made.

vi. If any domestic entity/person has used the
spyware on the citizens of this country then
is such a use authorised?

vii. Any other matter or aspect which may be
connected, ancillary or incidental to the
above terms of reference, which the
Committee may deem fit and proper to
investigate.
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B. To make recommendations:
i. Regarding enactment or amendment to

existing law and procedures surrounding
surveillance and securing the improved
right to privacy.

ii. Regarding enhancing and improving the
cyber security of the nation and its assets.

iii. To ensure prevention of invasion of citizens'
right to privacy, otherwise, then in
accordance with the law, by State and/or
nonstate entities through such spyware.

iv. Regarding establishing a mechanism for
citizens to raise grievances on suspicion of
illegal surveillance of their devices.

v. Regarding the setting up of a well-equipped
independent premier agency to investigate
cyber security vulnerabilities for threat
assessment relating to cyberattacks and to
investigate instances of cyberattacks in the
country.

vi. Regarding any ad hoc arrangement that
may be made by this Court as an interim
measure for the protection of citizen's rights,
pending filling up of lacunae by the
Parliament.

vii. On any other ancillary matter that the
Committee may deem fit and proper. Para 61

COMMENT:
When the Pegasus allegations were made, and

writs began to be filed in the Supreme Court demanding
a court supervised independent investigation the
Supreme Court was initially disinclined to pass any
such order. But with numerous adjournments granted
the Government failed to satisfy the Court that it was
neither aware nor was even involved in the matter. It
tried to take refuge in the Parliamentary statement of
the Telecom Minister denying the allegations. It then
made insinuations that in some way national security
was going involved if the matter was investigated. The
Supreme Court was not impressed. Its key concern is
clearly whether Pegasus hacking indeed happened in
India and if so, was freedom of speech and expression of
the citizens was affected. The next hearing is scheduled
after 8 weeks. A lot will still depend on the level of
cooperation the Supreme Court appointed Committee
gets from the Government.

baIº isafairSao M krnao ko ilae: isafairSao M krnao ko ilae: isafairSao M krnao ko ilae: isafairSao M krnao ko ilae: isafairSao M krnao ko ilae:
i. inagaranaI ko Aasapasa ko maaOjaUda kanaUna AaOr p̀itiËyaaAaoMp̀itiËyaaAaoMp̀itiËyaaAaoMp̀itiËyaaAaoMp̀itiËyaaAaoM

ko AiQainayamana yaa saMSaaoQanako AiQainayamana yaa saMSaaoQanako AiQainayamana yaa saMSaaoQanako AiQainayamana yaa saMSaaoQanako AiQainayamana yaa saMSaaoQana ko saMbaMQa maoM AaOr inajata
ko baohtr AiQakar kao saurixat krnao ko saMbaMQa maoM.

ii. doSa AaOr ]sakI saMpi<ayaaoM kI saa[bar saurxaa kaosaa[bar saurxaa kaosaa[bar saurxaa kaosaa[bar saurxaa kaosaa[bar saurxaa kao
baZ,anao AaOr sauQaarnao ko saMba MQa mao MbaZ,anao AaOr sauQaarnao ko saMba MQa mao MbaZ,anao AaOr sauQaarnao ko saMba MQa mao MbaZ,anao AaOr sauQaarnao ko saMba MQa mao MbaZ,anao AaOr sauQaarnao ko saMba MQa mao M.

iii. naagairkao M ko inajata ko AiQakar pr AaËmaNanaagairkao M ko inajata ko AiQakar pr AaËmaNanaagairkao M ko inajata ko AiQakar pr AaËmaNanaagairkao M ko inajata ko AiQakar pr AaËmaNanaagairkao M ko inajata ko AiQakar pr AaËmaNa
kI raokqaamakI raokqaamakI raokqaamakI raokqaamakI raokqaama sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae Anyaqaa kanaUna
ko Anausaar¸ eosao spa[vaoyar ko maaQyama sao rajya AaOrÀyaa
gaOr–rajya saMsqaaAaoM Wara.

iv. naagairkaoMnaagairkaoMnaagairkaoMnaagairkaoMnaagairkaoM kao ]nako ]pkrNaaoM kI AvaOQa inagaranaI ko
saMdoh pr iSakayatoM ]zanao ko ilae ek tM~ sqaaiptek tM~ sqaaiptek tM~ sqaaiptek tM~ sqaaiptek tM~ sqaaipt
krnao ko saMbaMQa maoM.

v. saa[bar hmalao sao saMbaMiQat Ktro ko Aaklana ko ilae
saa[bar saurxaa kmajaaoiryaaoM kI jaaMca krnao AaOr doSa maoM
saa[bar hmalao kI GaTnaaAaoM kI jaaMca krnao ko ilae ekekekekek
sausaijjat svatM~ p`Iimayar ejao MsaIsausaijjat svatM~ p`Iimayar ejao MsaIsausaijjat svatM~ p`Iimayar ejao MsaIsausaijjat svatM~ p`Iimayar ejao MsaIsausaijjat svatM~ p`Iimayar ejao MsaI kI sqaapnaa ko
saMbaMQa maoM.

vi. naagairkaoM ko AiQakaraoM kI rxaa ko ilae AMitma ]paya
ko $p maoM [sa nyaayaalaya Wara kI jaanao iksaI BaI tdqa-tdqa-tdqa-tdqa-tdqa-
vyavasqaavyavasqaavyavasqaavyavasqaavyavasqaa ko saMbaMQa maoM̧  saMsad Wara kimayaaoM kao Barnao ko
ilae laMibat hO.

vii. iksaI Anya sahayak maamalaAnya sahayak maamalaAnya sahayak maamalaAnya sahayak maamalaAnya sahayak maamalao pr jaao saimait ]icat
AaOr ]pyau@t samaJao,.pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61pOra 61 .

iTPPaNa I:iTPP aNa I:iTPP aNa I:iTPP aNa I:iTPP aNa I:
jaba pogaasasa ko Aaraop lagaayao gayao qao AaOr saup`Ima kaoT- maoM irT

dayar krnao kI maaMga kI gayaI qaI ik ek Adalat nao svatM~ jaaMca kI
inagaranaI kI¸ tao saup`Ima kaoT- nao Sau$ maoM eosaa kao[- AadoSa pairt krnao
ko ilae AinacCuk qaa.laoikna k[- sqaganaaoM ko saaqa sarkar Adalat
kao saMtuYT krnao maoM ivafla rhI ik vah [sa maamalao maoM na tao jaaga$k qaI
AaOr na hI [samaoM Saaimala qaI.[sanao AaraopaoM sao [Mkar krto hue
dUrsaMcaar maM~I ko saMsadIya bayaana kI SarNa laonao kI kaoiSaSa kI.[sako
baad yah Aaraop lagaayaa ik Agar maamalao kI jaaMca kI gayaI tao iksaI
trh raYT/Iya saurxaa Saaimala hao rhI qaI.saup`Ima kaoT- p`Baaivat nahIM
huAa.[sakI p`mauK icaMta spYT $p sao yah hO ik @yaa pogaasasa hOikMga
vaastva maoM Baart maoM hu[- qaI AaOr yaid haM¸ tao @yaa naagairkaoM kI
AiBavyai@t AaOr AiBavyai@t kI svatM~ta p`Baaivat hu[- qaI.AgalaI
saunavaa[- 8 saPtah ko baad inaQaa-irt kI gayaI hO.ABaI BaI bahut kuC
[sa baat pr inaBa-r krogaa ik savaao-cca nyaayaalaya Wara inayau@t saimait
kao sarkar sao iksa str pr sahyaaoga imalata hO.
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D. MEDIA BRIEF
(Short Take On Significant
Developments)

1. REVISED BROADCASTER TARIFF
RATES- NEGATION OF NTO:2?

A. As is well known, the Bombay High Court substantially
rejected the appeal of the Broadcasters against the
2020 amendments to the New Tariff Regulations by
its order dated 30 June 2021. The High Court in its
order held TRAI had the power to regulate tariff set
by broadcasters and agreed with TRAI that the 2020
amendments were in
public interest. Barring
one of the limbs of the
twin conditions it
upheld the NTO:2
Tariff Order. The
Broadcasters filed a
Special Leave Petition
in the Supreme Court. In
its latest order on
01.10.2021, the
Supreme Court again
rejected the plea for stay and stated:
 The request for interim relief is rejected at this

stage, as this batch of matters is directed to be
listed before the appropriate Court for final
disposal on 30.11.2021.

B. In view of the rejection of interim stay TRAI wrote on
13 October 2021, to the Broadcasters on to implement
the New Tariff Order. It stated:
 The Hon'ble High Court of Judicature at

Bombay, vide its Judgement dated 30 June, 2021,
passed in the Writ Petition No 680 of 2020 [(W.P.
(L) No 116 of 2020)], titled as the 'Film and
Television Producer's Guild of India Ltd &
Another vs The Union of India & Another' and
other connected matters therewith, has upheld
the validity of New Regulatory Framework 2020
except for the condition of the average test
provided in the third proviso to sub-clause (3)
of clause 3 of the Tariff Amendment Order
2020." Accordingly, all such Broadcasters who
have not complied so far are required to comply
with all provisions of New Regulatory

DIº maIiDyaa saMixaPtmaIiDyaa saMixaPtmaIiDyaa saMixaPtmaIiDyaa saMixaPtmaIiDyaa saMixaPt
³³³³³mah%vap UNa - GaTnaaËma pr sa M ixaPt ivacaarmah%vap UNa - GaTnaaËma pr sa M ixaPt ivacaarmah%vap UNa - GaTnaaËma pr sa M ixaPt ivacaarmah%vap UNa - GaTnaaËma pr sa M ixaPt ivacaarmah%vap UNa - GaTnaaËma pr sa M ixaPt ivacaar ´́́́́

1 º1 º1 º1 º1 º sa M S a a o i Q at ba ` a ^DkasTr T O irf dr o M –enaTIAa o : 2 kasa M S a a o i Q at ba ` a ^DkasTr T O irf dr o M –enaTIAa o : 2 kasa M S a a o i Q at ba ` a ^DkasTr T O irf dr o M –enaTIAa o : 2 kasa M S a a o i Q at ba ` a ^DkasTr T O irf dr o M –enaTIAa o : 2 kasa M S a a o i Q at ba ` a ^DkasTr T O irf dr o M –enaTIAa o : 2 ka
inaYa o Q ai n aY a o Q ai n aY a o Q ai n aY a o Q ai n aY a o Q a

eº jaOsaaik sava-ivaidt hO ik baa^mbao ha[-kaoT- nao Apnao AadoSa idnaaMk
30 jaUna 202130 jaUna 202130 jaUna 202130 jaUna 202130 jaUna 2021 Wara nayao TOirf ivainayamaaoM maoM 2020 ko saMSaaoQanaaoM
ko iKlaaf p`saarkaoM kI ApIla kao kafI hd tk Kairja idyaa
qaa.]cca nyaayaalaya nao Apnao AadoSa maoM kha hO ik T/a[- ko pasa
p`saarkaoM Wara inaQaa-irt TOirf kao ivainayaimat krnao kI Sai@t qaI

AaOr T/a[- ko saaqa sahmait vya@t kI
ik 20202020202020202020 ko saMSaaoQana janaiht maoM
qao.dao Satao-M ko ek AMga kao CaoD,kr
[sanao enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0 TOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSa
kao barkrar rKa.p`saarkaoM nao saup`Ima
kaoT- ma o M spoSala laIva ipTISanaspoSala laIva ipTISanaspoSala laIva ipTISanaspoSala laIva ipTISanaspoSala laIva ipTISana
dayar kI.01º01º202101º01º202101º01º202101º01º202101º01º2021 ka o
Apnao navaInatma AadoSa maoM saup`Ima kaoT-
nao sTo ko ilae yaaicaka kao ifr sao
Kairja kr idyaa AaOr kha:

 AMtirma raht ko AnauraoQa kao [sa str pr Kairja kr[sa str pr Kairja kr[sa str pr Kairja kr[sa str pr Kairja kr[sa str pr Kairja kr
idyaaidyaaidyaaidyaaidyaa gayaa hO @yaaoMik maamalaaoM ko [sa baOca kao 30º11º202130º11º202130º11º202130º11º202130º11º2021
kao AMitma inapTana ko ilae ]pyau@t nyaayaalaya ko samaxa
saUcaIbaw krnao ka inado-Sa idyaa gayaa hO.

baIº AMtirma raok kI AsvaIkRit ko ma_onajar T/a[- nao 13 A@TUbar13 A@TUbar13 A@TUbar13 A@TUbar13 A@TUbar
20212021202120212021 kao p`saarkaoM kao nayao TOirf AadoSanayao TOirf AadoSanayao TOirf AadoSanayao TOirf AadoSanayao TOirf AadoSa kao laagaU krnao ko
ilae ilaKa.[samaoM kha gayaa hO ik :

 baa^mbao maoM maananaIya ]cca nyaayaalaya nao Apnao inaNa-ya idnaaMk 3030303030
jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021 ko Wara¸ 2020 kI irT yaaicaka saM#yaa 680680680680680
³2020 ko DblaUpI³ela´ saM#yaa 116´³2020 ko DblaUpI³ela´ saM#yaa 116´³2020 ko DblaUpI³ela´ saM#yaa 116´³2020 ko DblaUpI³ela´ saM#yaa 116´³2020 ko DblaUpI³ela´ saM#yaa 116´ maoM pairt ikyaa
gayaa¸ ijasaka SaIYa-k ‘iflma eMD TolaIivajana p`aoD\yaUSar‘iflma eMD TolaIivajana p`aoD\yaUSar‘iflma eMD TolaIivajana p`aoD\yaUSar‘iflma eMD TolaIivajana p`aoD\yaUSar‘iflma eMD TolaIivajana p`aoD\yaUSar
igalD Aa^f [MiDyaa va Anya AaOr ]sasa o jauD, o AnyaigalD Aa^f [MiDyaa va Anya AaOr ]sasa o jauD, o AnyaigalD Aa^f [MiDyaa va Anya AaOr ]sasa o jauD, o AnyaigalD Aa^f [MiDyaa va Anya AaOr ]sasa o jauD, o AnyaigalD Aa^f [MiDyaa va Anya AaOr ]sasa o jauD, o Anya
maamalaaoM maamalaaoM maamalaaoM maamalaaoM maamalaaoM ko SaIYa-k nao tIsaro p`avaQaana maoM p`dana ikyao gayao AaOr
AaOsat prIxaNa kI Sat- kao CaoD,kr nayao inayaamak Z,aMcaonayao inayaamak Z,aMcaonayao inayaamak Z,aMcaonayao inayaamak Z,aMcaonayao inayaamak Z,aMcao
20202020202020202020 kI vaOQata kao barkrar rKa hO jaao ik TOirfTOirfTOirfTOirfTOirf
saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020 ko KMD 3 ko ]p–KMD ³3´saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020 ko KMD 3 ko ]p–KMD ³3´saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020 ko KMD 3 ko ]p–KMD ³3´saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020 ko KMD 3 ko ]p–KMD ³3´saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020 ko KMD 3 ko ]p–KMD ³3´
ko Anausaar hO.[sako Anausaar eosao saBaI p`saarkaoM̧  ijanhaoMnao
Aba tk Anaupalana nahIM ikyaa hO¸ kao mauMba[- ko maananaIya
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Framework 2020 as upheld by Hon'ble Court of
Mumbai and report compliance to the Authority
within 10 days of issue of this letter."

C. The Broadcasters started announcing the new
rates with one common feature. All the driver
channels were taken out of the bouquets and
priced a la carte. For instance, in compliance with
this direction, Disney Star T.V. filed its Reference
Interconnect Offer on 16.10.2021 with TRAI by
taking its driver channels out of bouquets and
pricing it is driver entertainment and sports
channels higher than Rs 12, thereby keeping them
out  of  any of  i ts  revised bouquets .  I t
simultaneously announced the launch of new
channels, including 9 new H.D. channels and 7
new S.D. channels between December 2021 and
January 2022; the 16 new channels will take its
total T.V. channels to 78. Other Broadcasters
followed suit.

D. This was accompanied by a series of so-called
backgrounders which started appearing mainly in
digital media claiming that there would be a
tremendous increase in rates of pay T.V. channels and
simultaneously berating TRAI and challenging its very
competence to regulate Broadcasters. The objective
was to create panic and get the ruling dispensation to
direct TRAI to withdraw the amended Tariff Order.
This backfired.

E. In a Press Release issued on 23.10.2021, TRAI was
quoted by Press Trust of India (PTI) to state:

 "The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) has warned the Broadcasters saying
that it will take action, if necessary, in the
interest of consumers and the Sector. The
Regulator on Friday said that some of the
Broadcasters are "exploiting" the freedom
they have got for a-la-carte pricing of the T.V.
channels.

 According to the PTI report, TRAI said that
some leading Broadcasters are taking
advantage of the new rules and have increased
the prices of popular channels or channels,
driving traffic. These channels are primarily the
sports and general entertainment channels
(G.E.C.).

 The Regulator said that the New Tariff Order

nyaayaalaya Wara banaayao gayao nyaU rogaulaoTrInyaU rogaulaoTrInyaU rogaulaoTrInyaU rogaulaoTrInyaU rogaulaoTrI Íomavak- 2020Íomavak- 2020Íomavak- 2020Íomavak- 2020Íomavak- 2020
ko saBaI p`avaQaanaaoM ka palana krnao AaOr [sa p~ ko jaarI haonao
ko 10 idnaaoM10 idnaaoM10 idnaaoM10 idnaaoM10 idnaaoM ko BaItr p`aiQakrNa kao Anaupalana irpaoT-
krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.’

s a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I º p`saarkaoM nao ek saamaanya ivaSaoYata ko saaqa nayaI draoM kI GaaoYaNaa
krnaa Sau$ kr idyaa.saBaI p`mauK caOnalaaoM kao bauko sao inakala
idyaa gayaa AaOr e laa^ kaTo- kI kImat tya kI gayaI.]dahrNa ko
ilae [sa inado -Sa ko Anaupalana ma o M iDjnaI–sTar TIvaIiDjnaI–sTar TIvaIiDjnaI–sTar TIvaIiDjnaI–sTar TIvaIiDjnaI–sTar TIvaI na o
16º10º202116º10º202116º10º202116º10º202116º10º2021 kao Apnao p`mauK caOnala kao bauko sao baahr
inakalakr ]saka maUlya 12 Épyao12 Épyao12 Épyao12 Épyao12 Épyao sao AiQakAiQakAiQakAiQakAiQak tya krnao ko
saaqa–saaqa spaoT\sa- caOnala kao BaI bauko sao Alaga krto hue T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-
ko saamanao roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr idyaa ikyaa.[sako ek
saaqa [sanao idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021 AaOr janavarI 2022janavarI 2022janavarI 2022janavarI 2022janavarI 2022 ko baIca 99999
nayao ecaDI saiht 77777 esaDI caOnala kao laa^nca krnao kI BaI GaaoYaNaa
kr dI.[sa 1616161616 nayao caOnalaaoM ko saaqa [sakI kula caOnala saM#yaa
7878787878 tk phuMca jaayaogaI.]mmaId hO ik Anya p`saarkaoM Wara BaI
[saka AnausarNa ikyaa jaayaogaa.

D IºD I ºD I ºD I ºD I º [sako saaqa tqaakiqat baOkga`a]MDsa- kI ek EaRMKlaa BaI qaI jaao
mau#ya $p sao iDijaTla maIiDyaa maoM yah davaa krto hue BaI idKa[-
donao lagao qao ik po TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI draoM maoM jabardst vaRiw haogaI
AaOr saaqa hI T/a[- kao fTkar lagaayaI AaOr p`saarkaoM kao ivainayaimat
krnao kI [sakI xamata kao caunaaOtI dI.[saka ]_oSya AatMk
pOda krnaa AaOr sa<aa$Z, sarkar kao T/a[- ko saMSaaoiQat TOirf
AadoSa kao vaapsa laonao ka inado-Sa donaa qaa.[saka ]lTa Asar
huAa.

[ -º[ - º[ - º[ - º[ - º 23º10º202123º10º202123º10º202123º10º202123º10º2021 kao jaarI ek p`osa iva&iPt maoM T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- kao p`osap`osap`osap`osap`osa
T/sT Aa^f [MiDyaa ³pITIAa[-´T/sT Aa^f [MiDyaa ³pITIAa[-´T/sT Aa^f [MiDyaa ³pITIAa[-´T/sT Aa^f [MiDyaa ³pITIAa[-´T/sT Aa^f [MiDyaa ³pITIAa[-´ Wara T/a[- kao ]dRt krto hue
batayaa gayaa:
 BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ nao p`saarkaoM

kao caotavanaI doto hue kha ik yaid AavaSyak huAa tao
]pBaa o@taAao M AaOr sa o@Tr ko iht ma o M kar-vaa[- kI
jaayaogaI.inayaamak nao yah BaI batayaa ik kuC p`saark TIvaI
caOnalaaoM ko e–laa^–kaTo- e–laa^–kaTo- e–laa^–kaTo- e–laa^–kaTo- e–laa^–kaTo- maUlya inaQaa-rNa kI svatM~ta ka
SaaoYaNa kr rho hOM.

 pITIAa[pITIAa[pITIAa[pITIAa[pITIAa[- kI irpaoT- ko mautaibak T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[T/a[- nao kha ik kuC
p`mauK p`saark nayao inayamaaoM ka fayada ]za rho hOM AaOr T/Oifk
kao baZ,avaa doto hue laaokip`ya caOnalaaoM yaa caOnalaaoM kI kImataoM maoM
baZ,aotrI kr dI hO. yao caOnala mau#ya $p sao Kola AaOr saamaanya
manaaorMjana caOnala ³jaI[-saI´ hOM.

 inayaamak na o yah BaI kha ik nayaI T Oirf AadoSanayaI T Oirf AadoSanayaI T Oirf AadoSanayaI T Oirf AadoSanayaI T Oirf AadoSa
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(NTO 2.0) and Broadcast Regulations are
blamed for the impending price increase. TRAI
noted that a misleading campaign has been
running to blame the NTO 2.0 for the price
increase. As per TRAI, it is being publicised that
people who go for the top sports or the G.E.C.
channels will have to pay Rs 100 extra. But this
is not true. TRAI said that it is "a fictional
pretension."

 The Regulator has clarified that NTO 2.0 does
not put forth any condition where the
subscription prices are increased.

F. The warning by TRAI has reduced anti-regulatory
press backgrounders but the Broadcasters have
stuck to their own interpretation of the NTO:2. This
will  if  not discussed mutually between the
Regulator/Broadcasters/MSOs/D.T.H. Operators
and Last Mile Operator definitely increase Pay T.V.
prices.

G.. The impact of this on customer purses being heavy
could lead to increased adoption of a la carte choice
of driver channels and reduced subscription to
bouquet channels. In short, the old model is being
broken with no sensible packaging currently
being attempted. One will have to watch further
developments. But one thing is certain. If the
standoff continues, digital media and O.T.T. will
gain at the cost of legacy distribution chains and
cord cutting will be an unpleasant fact.

2. WELCOME DOT INITIATIVES

Two recent policy initiatives on Right of Way (RoW)
and revised definition of Adjusted Gross Revenue (A.G.R.)
should bring succour to the cable community for both fibre
connectivity and supply of broadband services to the
customers.

1. The Department of Telecommunications notified the
Indian Telegraph Right of Way (Amendment) Rules,
2021 on 21 October 2021 to incorporate the
provisions related to nominal one-time compensation
and uniform procedure for establishment of
Overground Telegraph Line in the Indian Telegraph
Right of Way Rules, 2016.
The amount of one-time compensation for
establishment of overground telegraph line will be
maximum one thousand rupees per kilometre.

³enaTIAao 2º0´³enaTIAao 2º0´³enaTIAao 2º0´³enaTIAao 2º0´³enaTIAao 2º0´ AaOr p`saarNa ivainayama Aasanna maUlya
vaRiw ko ilae ijammaodar hO.T/a[- nao ]llaoK ikyaa ik maUlya
vaRiw ko ilae enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0 kao daoYa donao ko ilae ek
Ba`amak AiBayaana calaayaa jaa rha hO.T/a[- ko Anausaar yah
p`caairt ikyaa jaa rha hO ik jaao laaoga SaIYa- Kola yaa p`mauK
jaI[-saI caOnalaaoM ko ilae jaato hOM ]nhoM 100 Épyao100 Épyao100 Épyao100 Épyao100 Épyao Aitir@t
donao haoMgao.pr yah saca nahIM hO.T/a[- nao yah kha ik yahT/a[- nao yah kha ik yahT/a[- nao yah kha ik yahT/a[- nao yah kha ik yahT/a[- nao yah kha ik yah
‘kalpinak Z,a o Mga’ hO‘kalpinak Z,a o Mga’ hO‘kalpinak Z,a o Mga’ hO‘kalpinak Z,a o Mga’ hO‘kalpinak Z,a o Mga’ hO.

 inayaamak nao spYT ikyaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 sadsyatainayaamak nao spYT ikyaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 sadsyatainayaamak nao spYT ikyaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 sadsyatainayaamak nao spYT ikyaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 sadsyatainayaamak nao spYT ikyaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 sadsyata
kI kImatao M ma o M vaRiw haona o kao laokr kao[- Sat- nahIMkI kImatao M ma o M vaRiw haona o kao laokr kao[- Sat- nahIMkI kImatao M ma o M vaRiw haona o kao laokr kao[- Sat- nahIMkI kImatao M ma o M vaRiw haona o kao laokr kao[- Sat- nahIMkI kImatao M ma o M vaRiw haona o kao laokr kao[- Sat- nahIM
rKta hO.rKta hO.rKta hO.rKta hO.rKta hO.

efºT/a[- kI caotavanaI nao inayaamak ivaraoQaI pòsa pRYzBaUimakaraoM kao kma
kr idyaa hO laoikna p`saark enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0enaTIAao 2º0 kI ApnaI vyaa#yaa
pr AD,o hue hOM.yaid inayaamakÀp`saarkÀemaesaAaoÀDITIeca
Aa^proTr AaOr laasT maa[la Aa^proTr inaiScat $p sao po TIvaI kI
kImataoM maoM vaRiw krto hOM.

j a I ºj a I ºj a I ºj a I ºj a I ºga`ahk psa- pr [sako p`Baava sao p`mauK caOnalaao M ko ilae laaga`ahk psa- pr [sako p`Baava sao p`mauK caOnalaao M ko ilae laaga`ahk psa- pr [sako p`Baava sao p`mauK caOnalaao M ko ilae laaga`ahk psa- pr [sako p`Baava sao p`mauK caOnalaao M ko ilae laaga`ahk psa- pr [sako p`Baava sao p`mauK caOnalaao M ko ilae laa
kaTo- ivaklp kao Apnaanao maoM vaRiw hao saktI hO AaOr baukokaTo- ivaklp kao Apnaanao maoM vaRiw hao saktI hO AaOr baukokaTo- ivaklp kao Apnaanao maoM vaRiw hao saktI hO AaOr baukokaTo- ivaklp kao Apnaanao maoM vaRiw hao saktI hO AaOr baukokaTo- ivaklp kao Apnaanao maoM vaRiw hao saktI hO AaOr bauko
ca Onalaa o M kI sadsyata kma hao saktI hO.saMxa op ma o M purana oca Onalaa o M kI sadsyata kma hao saktI hO.saMxa op ma o M purana oca Onalaa o M kI sadsyata kma hao saktI hO.saMxa op ma o M purana oca Onalaa o M kI sadsyata kma hao saktI hO.saMxa op ma o M purana oca Onalaa o M kI sadsyata kma hao saktI hO.saMxa op ma o M purana o
maa^Dla kao taoD,a jaa rha hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kao[- samaJadarmaa^Dla kao taoD,a jaa rha hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kao[- samaJadarmaa^Dla kao taoD,a jaa rha hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kao[- samaJadarmaa^Dla kao taoD,a jaa rha hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kao[- samaJadarmaa^Dla kao taoD,a jaa rha hO AaOr vat-maana maoM kao[- samaJadar
pOkoija Mga ka p`yaasa nahI M ikyaa jaa rha hO.Aaga o kIpOkoija Mga ka p`yaasa nahI M ikyaa jaa rha hO.Aaga o kIpOkoija Mga ka p`yaasa nahI M ikyaa jaa rha hO.Aaga o kIpOkoija Mga ka p`yaasa nahI M ikyaa jaa rha hO.Aaga o kIpOkoija Mga ka p`yaasa nahI M ikyaa jaa rha hO.Aaga o kI
GaTnaaËma kao doKnaa haogaa.laoikna ek baat inaiScat hOGaTnaaËma kao doKnaa haogaa.laoikna ek baat inaiScat hOGaTnaaËma kao doKnaa haogaa.laoikna ek baat inaiScat hOGaTnaaËma kao doKnaa haogaa.laoikna ek baat inaiScat hOGaTnaaËma kao doKnaa haogaa.laoikna ek baat inaiScat hO
ik yaid gaitraoQa jaarI rha tao iDijaTla maIiDyaa AaOrik yaid gaitraoQa jaarI rha tao iDijaTla maIiDyaa AaOrik yaid gaitraoQa jaarI rha tao iDijaTla maIiDyaa AaOrik yaid gaitraoQa jaarI rha tao iDijaTla maIiDyaa AaOrik yaid gaitraoQa jaarI rha tao iDijaTla maIiDyaa AaOr
AaoTITI ivarasat Ea R MKlaaAao M kI kImat pr laaBa ha ogaaAaoTITI ivarasat Ea R MKlaaAao M kI kImat pr laaBa ha ogaaAaoTITI ivarasat Ea R MKlaaAao M kI kImat pr laaBa ha ogaaAaoTITI ivarasat Ea R MKlaaAao M kI kImat pr laaBa ha ogaaAaoTITI ivarasat Ea R MKlaaAao M kI kImat pr laaBa ha ogaa
AaOr ka^D- kiTMga ek Aip`ya tqya haogaa.AaOr ka^D- kiTMga ek Aip`ya tqya haogaa.AaOr ka^D- kiTMga ek Aip`ya tqya haogaa.AaOr ka^D- kiTMga ek Aip`ya tqya haogaa.AaOr ka^D- kiTMga ek Aip`ya tqya haogaa.

2 º2 º2 º2 º2 º Da^T ko phla ka svaagat hODa^T ko phla ka svaagat hODa^T ko phla ka svaagat hODa^T ko phla ka svaagat hODa^T ko phla ka svaagat hO

ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaU´ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaU´ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaU´ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaU´ra[T Aa^f vao ³AarAaoDblaU´ AaOr samaayaa oijat saklasamaayaa oijat saklasamaayaa oijat saklasamaayaa oijat saklasamaayaa oijat sakla
rajasva ³ejaIAar´rajasva ³ejaIAar´rajasva ³ejaIAar´rajasva ³ejaIAar´rajasva ³ejaIAar´ kI sa MSaa o iQat pirBaaYaa pr da o hailayaa
naIitgat phlaaoM sao ga`ahkao kao fa[bar knaoi@TivaTI AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD
saovaaAaoM kI AapUit- daonaaoM ko ilae kobala samaudaya kao madd imalanaI
caaihe.
1 º1 º1 º1 º1 º dUrsa Mcaar ivaBaaga na o BaartIya TolaIga ` af ra[T Aa^f va oaartIya TolaIga ` af ra[T Aa^f va oaartIya TolaIga ` af ra[T Aa^f va oaartIya TolaIga ` af ra[T Aa^f va oaartIya TolaIga ` af ra[T Aa^f va o

³sa MSaa oQana´ inayama¸ 2021 kao 21 A@TUbar 2021³sa MSaa oQana´ inayama¸ 2021 kao 21 A@TUbar 2021³sa MSaa oQana´ inayama¸ 2021 kao 21 A@TUbar 2021³sa MSaa oQana´ inayama¸ 2021 kao 21 A@TUbar 2021³sa MSaa oQana´ inayama¸ 2021 kao 21 A@TUbar 2021 kao
AiQasaUicat ikyaa hO ijasamaoM BaartIya TolaIga`af ra[T Aa^f vaoBaartIya TolaIga`af ra[T Aa^f vaoBaartIya TolaIga`af ra[T Aa^f vaoBaartIya TolaIga`af ra[T Aa^f vaoBaartIya TolaIga`af ra[T Aa^f vao
20162016201620162016 inayamaaoM maoM Aaovarga`a]MD TolaIga`af laa[na kI sqaapnaa ko ilae
naamamaa~ ekmauSt mauAavajaonaamamaa~ ekmauSt mauAavajaonaamamaa~ ekmauSt mauAavajaonaamamaa~ ekmauSt mauAavajaonaamamaa~ ekmauSt mauAavajao AaOr ek samaana p`iËyaa sao saMbaMiQat
p`avaQaanaaoM kao Saaimala ikyaa gayaa qaa.
Aaovarga`a]MD TolaIga`af laa[na kI sqaapnaa ko ilae ekmauSt mauAavajao
kI raiSa AiQaktma ek hjaar Épya o p`it iklaa omaITrAiQaktma ek hjaar Épya o p`it iklaa omaITrAiQaktma ek hjaar Épya o p`it iklaa omaITrAiQaktma ek hjaar Épya o p`it iklaa omaITrAiQaktma ek hjaar Épya o p`it iklaa omaITr
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Documentation for RoW application for overground
telegraph line has been made simple.
Also, there will be no fee other than Administrative
fee and Restoration charges for establishing,
maintaining, working, repairing, transferring, or
shifting the underground and over ground telegraph
infrastructure.
These amendments will ease Right of Way related
permission procedures for establishment and
augmentation of Digital Communications
Infrastructure across the country.

2. The Department of Telecommunications on 25
October 2021 amended the A.G.R. computation under
the Unified Licence as applicable to Internet
Telephony by providing a fresh formula for
computation of A.G.R. whereby non- telecom items
are now excluded including the following
(i) Revenue from operations other than telecom

activities/ operations.
(ii) Revenue from activities under a license/

permission issued by Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting.

(iii) Receipts from the U.S.O. Fund.
(iv) List of other income* to be excluded from A.G.R.

to arrive at ApGR
a. Income from Dividend.
b. Income from Interest.
c. Capital Gains on account of profit of Sale of

fixed assets and securities.
d. Gains from Foreign Exchange rates

fluctuations.
e. Income from property rent.
f. Insurance claims.
g. Bad Debts recovered.
h. Excess Provisions written back.

*This is subject to conditions in Annexure VII.

COMMENTS
In an era of multimedia convergence it is very

necessary from M.S.O.'s and Last Mile Operators to
start providing high speed broadband services to its
millions of customers to create a stickiness factor.
These new moves should help the Cable Sector to
provide more effective competition to the powerful
Telecom Sector. 

haogaI.Aaovarga`a]MD TolaIga`af laa[na ko ilae AarAaoDblaU Aavaodna
ko dstavaojaIkrNa kao sarla banaa idyaa gayaa hO. saaqa hI¸
BaUimagat AaOr jamaIna ko }pr TolaIga`af ko bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kIbauinayaadI Z,aMcao kIbauinayaadI Z,aMcao kIbauinayaadI Z,aMcao kIbauinayaadI Z,aMcao kI
sq a apn a a ¸ rKrKava ¸ kam a ¸ m ar m m at¸ sq a a n a a MtrNa y a asq a apn a a ¸ rKrKava ¸ kam a ¸ m ar m m at¸ sq a a n a a MtrNa y a asq a apn a a ¸ rKrKava ¸ kam a ¸ m ar m m at¸ sq a a n a a MtrNa y a asq a apn a a ¸ rKrKava ¸ kam a ¸ m ar m m at¸ sq a a n a a MtrNa y a asq a apn a a ¸ rKrKava ¸ kam a ¸ m ar m m at¸ sq a a n a a MtrNa y a a
sqa a n a a MtrNa k o ilae p `Sa as a i n ak Sa ulk Aa Or bahala Isqa a n a a MtrNa k o ilae p `Sa as a i n ak Sa ulk Aa Or bahala Isqa a n a a MtrNa k o ilae p `Sa as a i n ak Sa ulk Aa Or bahala Isqa a n a a MtrNa k o ilae p `Sa as a i n ak Sa ulk Aa Or bahala Isqa a n a a MtrNa k o ilae p `Sa as a i n ak Sa ulk Aa Or bahala I
Sa ulk ko Alaavaa AaOr kao[ - Sa ulk nahI M ha ogaa.Sa ulk ko Alaavaa AaOr kao[ - Sa ulk nahI M ha ogaa.Sa ulk ko Alaavaa AaOr kao[ - Sa ulk nahI M ha ogaa.Sa ulk ko Alaavaa AaOr kao[ - Sa ulk nahI M ha ogaa.Sa ulk ko Alaavaa AaOr kao[ - Sa ulk nahI M ha ogaa.
[na saMSaaoQanaaoM sao doSaBar maoM iDijaTla saMcaar AvasaMrcanaa kI sqaapnaa
AaOr saMvaw-na ko ilae ra[T Aa^f vaora[T Aa^f vaora[T Aa^f vaora[T Aa^f vaora[T Aa^f vao sao saMbaMiQat Anaumait p`iËyaaAaoM
kao Aasaana banaayaa jaayaogaa.

2º dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga nao 25 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 202125 A@TUbar 2021 kao ejaIAar kI gaNanaa
ko ilae ek nayaa saU~ p`dana krko [MTrnaoT TolaIfaonaI pr laagaU
ekIkRt laa[saoMsa ko tht eºjaIºAareºjaIºAareºjaIºAareºjaIºAareºjaIºAar gaNanaa maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa
hO ijasao gaOr dUrsaMcaar madaoM kao Aba inamnailaiKt saiht baahr baahr
rKa gayaa hO:
(i) dUrsaMcaar gaitivaiQayaaoMÀsaMcaalana ko Alaavaa Anya saMcaalanasaMcaalanasaMcaalanasaMcaalanasaMcaalana

sa o rajasvasa o rajasvasa o rajasvasa o rajasvasa o rajasva.
(ii) saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya Wara jaarI laa[saoMsaÀAnaumait

ko tht gaitivaiQayaao M sao p`aPt rajasvagaitivaiQayaao M sao p`aPt rajasvagaitivaiQayaao M sao p`aPt rajasvagaitivaiQayaao M sao p`aPt rajasvagaitivaiQayaao M sao p`aPt rajasva.
(iii) yaUesaAaoyaUesaAaoyaUesaAaoyaUesaAaoyaUesaAao fMD fMD fMD fMD fMD sao p`aiPtyaaMp`aiPtyaaMp`aiPtyaaMp`aiPtyaaMp`aiPtyaaM.
(iv) epIjaIAar pr phuMcanao ko ilae jaIAar sao baahr rKI jaanao

vaalaI Anya Aaya kI saUcaI.Anya Aaya kI saUcaI.Anya Aaya kI saUcaI.Anya Aaya kI saUcaI.Anya Aaya kI saUcaI.
eº laaBaa MSa sa o laaBa.laaBaa MSa sa o laaBa.laaBaa MSa sa o laaBa.laaBaa MSa sa o laaBa.laaBaa MSa sa o laaBa.
baIº byaaja sa o Aayabyaaja sa o Aayabyaaja sa o Aayabyaaja sa o Aayabyaaja sa o Aaya.
saIº Acala saMpi<ayaaoM AaOr p`itBaUityaaoM kI ibaËI ko laaBa ko

karNa pUMjaIgat laaBapU MjaIgat laaBapU MjaIgat laaBapU MjaIgat laaBapU MjaIgat laaBa.
DIº ivadoSaI maud`a draoMivadoSaI maud`a draoMivadoSaI maud`a draoMivadoSaI maud`a draoMivadoSaI maud`a draoM maoM ]tar–caZ,ava sao laaBa.
[ -º[ - º[ - º[ - º[ - º saMpi<a ko ikrayao sao laaBa.saMpi<a ko ikrayao sao laaBa.saMpi<a ko ikrayao sao laaBa.saMpi<a ko ikrayao sao laaBa.saMpi<a ko ikrayao sao laaBa.
efºefºefºefºefº baImaa davaa.baImaa davaa.baImaa davaa.baImaa davaa.baImaa davaa.
j a I ºj a I ºj a I ºj a I ºj a I º Kraba kja- kI vaapsaI.Kraba kja- kI vaapsaI.Kraba kja- kI vaapsaI.Kraba kja- kI vaapsaI.Kraba kja- kI vaapsaI.
ec aºec aºec aºec aºec aº Aitir@t p`avaQaana vaapsa ilaKo gaya o.Aitir@t p`avaQaana vaapsa ilaKo gaya o.Aitir@t p`avaQaana vaapsa ilaKo gaya o.Aitir@t p`avaQaana vaapsa ilaKo gaya o.Aitir@t p`avaQaana vaapsa ilaKo gaya o.

µyah AnaubaMQa AnaubaMQa AnaubaMQa AnaubaMQa AnaubaMQa VII kI Satao-M ko AQaIna hO.

iTPpiNayaa M :iTPpiNayaa M :iTPpiNayaa M :iTPpiNayaa M :iTPpiNayaa M :
malTImaIiDyaa knvaja-Msa ko yauga maoM emaesaAao AaOr laasT maa[la

Aa^proTraoM ko ilae yah bahut AavaSyak hO ik vao Apnao laaKaoM ga`ahkaoM
kao ek baaQyakarI kark banaanao ko ilae ]cca gait ba`a^DbaOMD saovaayaoM
p`dana krnaa Sau$ kroM.[na nayao kdmaaoM sao kobala xao~ kao Sai@tSaalaI
dUrsaMcaar xao~ kao AiQak p`BaavaI p`itspQaa- p`dana krnao maoM madd
imalaogaI. 
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NXTDIGITAL
LAUNCHES ITS

“PARTNERSHIP FOR
GROWTH 3.0”

NXTDIGITAL expands its network with
40 new NXTHUBs across the country;

announces its suite of apps

NXTDIGITAL Limited (“NDL”), the media vertical
of the global Hinduja Group and India’s premier integrated
digital distribution company offering digital cable, HITS
(Headend-In-The-Sky), broadband, content and
teleshopping; today
launched 40 NXTHUBs
across India and
unveiled a Value-Added
App for its Last Mile
Owners (“LMOs”).
Following on the
launch of its pilot in
Ranchi, these
NXTHUBs were
electronically launched
at an event in
Hyderabad across 13
states including Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra and
Karnataka, amongst
others.

Each NXTHUB is owned and operated by NDL and
is equipped with the latest technology comprising an ADDS
or Advanced Digital Distribution System – to distribute
over 650 digital TV services received via satellite to LMOs
and their customers. The NXTHUB plug-and-play model
eliminates the need for LMOs to invest in headend and
related technology. Besides video and broadband, these
NXTHUBs are future-ready to offer a slew of additional
digital services including OTT and WiFi.

Each location has been strategically chosen to
augment the company’s footprint across the country, which
today stands at over 4,400 pin codes, as well as focus on
markets where LMO growth is constrained by the ability to

enae@saTI iDijaTla naoenae@saTI iDijaTla naoenae@saTI iDijaTla naoenae@saTI iDijaTla naoenae@saTI iDijaTla nao
‘ga`aoqa 3º0 ko ilae‘ga`aoqa 3º0 ko ilae‘ga`aoqa 3º0 ko ilae‘ga`aoqa 3º0 ko ilae‘ga`aoqa 3º0 ko ilae
saaJaodarI’ laa^nca kIsaaJaodarI’ laa^nca kIsaaJaodarI’ laa^nca kIsaaJaodarI’ laa^nca kIsaaJaodarI’ laa^nca kI

doSaBar maoM 40 nayao enae@saTI hba ko saaqa Apnao naoTvak- ka
ivastar ikyaa: eoPsa ko Apnao saUT kI GaaoYaNaa kI

enae@saTIiDijaTla ilaimaToD ³enaDIela´¸ vaOiSvak ihMdUjaa samaUh
ka maIiDyaa vaiT-kla AaOr iDijaTla kobala¸ ihT\sa ³hoDeMD [na d ska[-́ ¸
ba`a^DbaOMD¸ saamaga`I AaOr TolaISaa^ipMga kI poSakSa krnao vaalaI Baart kI p`mauK
ekIkRt iDijaTla ivatrNa kMpnaI¸ Aaja pUro Baart maoM 40 enae@saTIhba

laa^nca ikyao AaOr laasT maa[la
Aaonasa- ³elaemaAaó  ko ilae
ek va Olya U eDoD eop ka
AnaavarNa ikyaa.raMcaI maoM Apnao
payalaT ko laa^nca ko baad [na
ena@saTIhba kao AaMQa` p`doSa¸
tolaMgaanaa¸ gaujarat¸ ]<ar p̀doSa¸
maharaYT/ AaOr knaa-Tk saiht
13 rajyaaoM maoM hOdrabaad maoM ek
kaya-Ëma maoM [lao@T/a^inak $p
sao laa^nca ikyaa gayaa qaa.
p`%yaok enae@saTI hba ka
svaaima%va AaOr saMcaalana enaDIela
Wara ikyaa jaata hO AaOr yah
navaInatma tknaIk sao laOsa hO

ijasamaoM eDIDIesa yaa AaQauinak iDijaTla ivatrNa p`NaalaI Saaimala hO–
elaemaAao AaOr [nako ga`ahkaoM kao saOTolaa[T ko maaQyama sao p`aPt 650 sao
AiQak iDijaTla TIvaI saovaaAaoM kao ivatirt krnao kI sauivaQaa dota
hO.enae@saTI hba Plaga eMD Plao maa^Dla elaemaAao kao hoDeMD va saMbaMiQat
tknaIkI maoM inavaoSa krnao kI AavaSyakta kao samaaPt krta hO.vaIiDyaao
AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD ko Alaavaa¸ yao enae@saTIecayaUbaI AaoTITI AaOr vaa[-fa[-
saiht k[- Aitir@t iDijaTla saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa krnao ko ilae BaivaYya
ko ilae tOyaar hO.

doSaBar maoM kMpnaI ko fuTipM̀T kao baZ,anao ko ilae p`%yaok sqaana kao
rNanaIitk $p sao caunaa gayaa hO jaao Aaja 4400 sao AiQak ipna kaoD kao
kvar krta hO̧  saaqa hI ]na baajaaraoM pr Qyaana koMid`t krta hO jahaM
elaemaAao ivakasa inavaoSa krnao kI xamata sao baaiQat hO.elaemaAao ko ilae
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invest. For LMOs, this plug-and-play solution facilitates
them to go “digital” literally overnight, offering their
customers over 650 digital television channels and other
digital services including
broadband. NDL has planned a total
of 100 such NXTHUBs for this
financial year that will further
strengthen the NDL footprint across
the country.

Says Vynsley Fernandes,
Managing Director & CEO of
NXTDIGITAL Limited “One of the
key principles of the Hinduja
Group is ‘Partnership for Growth’.
After 2.0 saw the launch of HITS
to connect LMOs in even the most
remote locations through
the only satellite-based
cable TV platform in India;
3.0 focuses not just on
strengthening the overall
ecosystem we have built,
but harnessing the
convergence of
technologies – to be
delivered through a national
network of NXTHUBs.
Video and broadband are
only the start of the digital
highway of services that we
have developed for roll-out,
backed by a robust suite of
innovative apps developed
by service providers,
exclusively for our LMOs
and subscribers.”.

Says SY Srikumar,
Regional Head for Andhra
Pradesh & Telangana at
NXTDIGITAL “We’re proud
that 16 of the 40 NXTHUBs
are in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana alone – and this
national launch from
Hyderabad reflects our
commitment to LMOs here
and the subscribers who
expect a high quality of

 40 new NXTHUBs launched simultaneously across
India – each offering over 650 ‘live’ TV channels and
broadband. Adds to NXTDIGITAL’s existing coverage
of over 4,400 pin codes.

 Each NXTDIGITAL owned-and-operated NXTHUB
is fitted with an ADDS or Advanced Digital
Distribution System, offering Last Mile Owners
(LMOs) a plug-and-play solution. The video solution,
based on HITS or Headend-In-The-Sky technology
is unique as it is satellite based and not constrained
by weather, terrain or connectivity

 Eliminates the need for LMOs to invest in head-ends
or related technology; and offer their customers a slew
of digital services, backed by high quality service
levels

 60 more NXTHUBs being set up across the country.
All NXTHUBs are future-ready to deliver a suite of
digital services to customers, including OTT and WiFi

 Part of the company’s philosophy of “Partnership for
Growth” – ensuring its LMOs have access to new
products and emerging technologies; to stay relevant
and grow.

 Driving digital inclusion, NXTDIGITAL opens up its
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) to LMOs.
Announces a pre-integrated mobile app under its
VAAP (Value Added Apps for Partners) programme.

yah Plaga eMD Plao samaaQaana ]nhoM rataoM–rat ‘iDijaTla’ haonao kI sauivaQaa
dota hO̧  jaao Apnao ga`ahkaoM kao 650 sao AiQak iDijaTla TolaIivajana caOnala

AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD saiht Anya iDijaTla saovaayaoM
p`dana krta hO.enaDIela nao [sa iva<aIya
vaYa- ko ilae kula 100 eosao enae@saTI hba
kI yaaojanaa banaayaI hO jaao doSaBar maoM enaDIela
ko fuTipM̀T kao AaOr majabaUt krogaa.
enae@saTIiDijaTla ilaimaToD ko p̀baMQa inadoSak
AaOr saI[-Aao ivansalao fnaa-MiDsa khto hOM ik
‘ihMdujaa samaUh ko p`mauK isawaMtaoM maoM sao ek
ivakasa ko ilae saaJaodarI hO.2º0 ko baad
Baart maoM ekmaa~ saOTolaa[T AaQaairt kobala
TIvaI PlaoTfama- ko maaQyama sao sabasao dUrsqa

sqaanaaoM maoM BaI elaemaAao kao jaaoD,nao
ko ilae ihT\sa ka SauBaarMBa huAa¸
3º0 na kovala hmaaro Wara banaayao
gayao samaga` pairisqaitkI tM~ kao
majabaUt krnao pr Qyaana koMid`t
krta hO̧  bailk tknaIikyaaoM ko
knva-jaMsa ka ]pyaaoga krta hO–
ijasao enae@saTIhba ko raYT/Iya
naoTvak- ko maaQyama sao ivatirt ikyaa
jaanaa hO.vaIiDyaao AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD
kovala saovaaAaoM ko iDijaTla ha[-vao
kI Sau$Aat hO ijasao hmanao raola
Aa]T ko ilae ivakisat ikyaa
hO¸ jaa o ivaSa oYa$p sa o hmaaro
elaemaAao AaOr ga`ahkaoM ko ilae
saovaa p`dataAaoM Wara ivakisat
AaQauinak eoPsa ko ek majabaUt
saUT Wara samaiqa-t hO.
enae@saTI iDijaTla ko AaMQà p̀doSa
AaOr tolaMgaanaa ko xao~Iya p`mauK
esavaa[- EaIkumaar khto hOM̧  ‘hmaoM
gava- hO ik 40 maoM sao 16 enae@saTI
hba Akolao AaMQa` p`doSa AaOr
tolaMgaanaa maoM hO–AaOr hOdrabaad sao
yah raYT/Iya laânca yahaM elaemaAao
AaOr ga`ahkao M ko p`it hmaarI
p̀itbawta kao dSaa-ta hO jaao ]cca
gauNava<aa vaalaI [sa saovaa kI ]mmaId
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service. We believe this unique model will help stimulate
growth and we have already lined up not just new
products but also many more NXTHUBs across the
region.”

NDL which has always been at the forefront of using
technology to boost the digitisation of its networks and
thereby deliver the best customer services, also announced
the launch of its new APIs or Application Programme
Interfaces for its NXTDIGITAL HITS service as well as a
pre-integrated mobile app solution from “Mobiezy” - under
its VAAP program or “Value Added Apps for Partners”.
These APIs are designed to provide LMOs a way to develop
or integrate their own subscriber mobile applications to
automate activation/deactivation of subscriber packages
directly into NDL’s systems, thereby enhancing the user
experience.

According to Ms. Ru
Ediriwira, Group CTO at
NXTDIGITAL, “This
initiative will empower
subscribers to pay online and
subscribe to the channels
they want to watch and get it
activated on their TV sets in
real time without any delay.
Without needing to
undertake any software
development, LMOs can
approach Mobiezy for their
pre-built and pre-integrated
solution that uses
NXTDIGITAL’s new APIs
and can be up and running
with their own mobile apps
within just a few days”.

The Partnership for
Growth 3.0 model envisages
not only expansion through
NXTHUBs and development
of apps, but also new
business models that will
benefit the entire ecosystem.
One such initiative is the
infrastructure sharing model
that NDL has been working
on – which will help other
MSOs reduce operating
costs, improve quality of

 BaartBar maoM ek saaqa 40 nayao enae@saTI hba laa^nca ikyao gayao–
p`%yaok maoM 650 sao AiQak laa[va TIvaI caOnala AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD kI
poSakSa kI gayaI hO.yah enae@saTI iDijaTla ko 4400 sao AiQak
ipna kaoD ko maaOjaUda kvaroja kao jaaoD,ta hO.

 p̀%yaok enae@saTIiDijaTla ko svaaima%va vaalaa AaOr saMcaailat enae@saTI
hba ek eDIDIesa AaOr AaQauinak iDijaTla p`NaalaI sao sausaijjat
hO jaao laasT maa[la Aaonasa- ³elaemaAaó  kao Plaga–eMD–Plao samaaQaana
p`dana krta hO.ecaAa[-TIesa yaa hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- tknaIk
pr AaQaairt vaIiDyaao samaaQaana AiWtIya hO @yaaoMik yah saOTolaa[T
AaQaairt hO AaOr maaOsama¸ [laako yaa knaoi@TivaTI sao baaiQat nahIM
hO.hoDeMD yaa saMbaMiQat tknaIkI maoM inavaoSa krnao ko ilae elaemaAao
kI AavaSyakta kao samaaPt krta hO AaOr ga`ahkaoM kao ]cca
gauNava<aa saovaa straoM Wara samaip-t k[- iDijaTla saovaayaoM p`dana krta
hO.

 doSaBar maoM 60 AaOr enae@saTIhba sqaaipt ikyao jaa rho hOM.saBaI
enae@saTIhba AaoTITI AaOr vaa[-fa[- saiht ga`ahkaoM kao iDijaTla
saovaaAaoM ka ek saUT donao ko ilae BaivaYya ko ilae tOyaar hO.

 kMpnaI ko ‘ivakasa ko ilae saaJaodarI’ ko dSa-na ka ihssaa –yah
sauinaiScat krnaa ik ]sako elaemaAao ko pasa nayao ]%padaoM AaOr
]BartI tknaIikyaaoM tk phuMca hao̧  p`asaMigak rhnao AaOr baZ,nao ko
ilae.

 iDijaTla samaavaoSana kao Aagao baZ,ato hue¸ enae@saTI iDijaTla
nao elaemaAao ko ilae Apnao eiPlakoSana p`aoga`aimaMga [MTrfosa
³epIAa[-´ kao Kaola idyaa hO.Apnao vaIeepI ³BaagaIdaraoM ko
ilae maUlya vaiQa-t eoPsa´ kaya-Ëma ko tht ek pUva-–ekIkRt
maaobaa[la eop kI GaaoYaNaa kI.

krto hOM.hmaoM ivaSvaasa hO ik yah AnaUza maâDla ivakasa kao p̀ao%saaiht krnao maoM
madd krogaa AaOr hmanao phlao hI na kovala nayao ]%padaoM kao bailk pUro xao~ maoM
k[- AaOr enae@saTI hba kao BaI laa[na maoM KD,a kr idyaa hO.

enaDIela jaao hmaoSaa Apnao naoTvak- ko iDijaTlaIkrNa kao baZ,avaa
donao ko ilae tknaIkI ka ]pyaaoga krnao maoM sabasao Aagao rha hO AaOr [sa
trh savaao-<ama ga`ahk saovaayaoM p`dana krta hO̧  nao ApnaI enae@saTIiDijaTla
ihT\sa saovaa ko saaqa–saaqa Apnao vaIeepI p`aoga`ama yaa BaagaIdarI ko ilae
maUlya vaiQa-t eoPsa ko tht maaobaa[laja sao ek pUva-–ekIkRt maaobaa[la eop
samaaQaana ko ilae Apnao nayao epIAa[- yaa eiPlakoSana p`aoga`ama [MTrfosa
laa^nca krnao kI GaaoYaNaa kI.’[na epIAa[- kao elaemaAao kao enaDIela ko
isasTma maoM saIQao sabsaËa[bar pOkojaaoM ko saiËyaNaÀinaiYËyata kao svacaailat
krnao ko ilae Apnao svayaM ko ga`ahk maaobaa[la eiPlakoSana kao ivakisat
krnao yaa ekIkRt krnao ka ek trIka p`dana krnao ko ilae iDjaa[na

ikyaa gayaa hO̧  ijasasao ]pyaaogakta-
AnauBava kao baZ,ayaa jaa sako.

enae@saTI iDijaTla ko gaùp
saITIAao sauEaI rU eiDirivara ko
Anausaar¸ ‘yah phla ga`ahkaoM ko
ilae Aa^nalaa[na Baugatana krnao
AaOr ]na caOnalaaoM kI sadsyata laonao
ko ilae saSa@t banaayaogaI jaao vao
doKnaa caahto hOM AaOr [sao ibanaa
iksaI dorI ko vaastivak samaya maoM
Apnao TIvaI saoT pr saiËya kr
sakto hOM.iksaI BaI saa^FTvaoyar
ivakasa kI AavaSyakta ko ibanaa
elaemaAao Apnao pUva- inaima-t AaOr
pUva- ekIkRt samaaQaana ko ilae
maaobaIja,I sao saMpk- kr sakto hOM
jaao enae@saTI iDijaTla ko nayao
epIAa[- ka ]pyaaoga krta hO
AaOr kuC hI idnaaoM maoM Apnao svayaM
ko maaobaa[la Aavaodna ko saaqa caalaU
hao sakta hO.

paT-narSaIp fa^r ga`aoqa 3º0
maa^Dla maoM na kovala enae@saTIhba
ko maaQyama sao ivastar AaOr eoPsa
ko ivakasa kI pirklpnaa kI
gayaI hO bailk nayaa ibajanaosa maa^Dla
BaI hO jaao pUro pairisqaitkI tM~
kao laaBaaMivat kroMgao.eosaI hI ek
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service and extend services to hitherto unviable markets,
especially rural; by riding on the HITS platform that covers
all of India.

ABOUT NXTDIGITAL LIMITED
(www.nxtdigital.co.in)

NXTDIGITAL Limited (NDL) is the media vertical of
the global Hinduja Group. The media and communications
company is India’s premier integrated Digital Delivery
Platforms Company - delivering services via satellite, digital
cable and broadband.

With a pan-India reach, NXTDIGITAL delivers
television services through a dual delivery platform
consisting of digital cable and the country’s only
Headend-In-The-Sky (HITS) satellite platform, under the
brand names INDigital and NXTDIGITAL respectively.
The Company’s Digital Cable
television platform delivers 750+
channels across 100+ cities and
towns whilst the HITS service
is available in more in over 1500
cities and towns covering more
than 4400 Pin Codes- with a
significant presence in the
fastest-growing demographics
of semi-urban, semi-rural and rural India. The company
is well established nationally through a franchisee base
of nearly 10,000 Last Mile Owners; delivering digital
services to millions of customers across the length and
breadth of the country.

A game-changer in the industry, the HITS platform
also provides infrastructure sharing services to Multi-
System Operators (MSOs); providing them with a highly
cost-effective way to deliver their services via satellite at a
significantly improved level of quality of service. With its
state-of-the-art HITS facility and data centres, it is the only
company that can offer direct-to-network services to any
corner of the country.

Other than Television services, its subsidiary
ONEOTT Intertainment Limited is one of India’s top 5
private Internet Service Providers and has a strong
presence in Broadband and Internet services in 45+ cities.
Its services under the brand “ONE Broadband” provide
converged services of Video, Data and Voice to
consumers by delivering high-speed internet and
services across multiple cities in India. With “ONE
Gigafiber”, the broadband company also provides FTTH
(Fibre to the Home) services for consumers - providing
speeds up to 1,000Mbps. 

phla hO bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa saaJaa krnao ka maa^Dla ijasa pr enaDIela kama
kr rha hO–jaao pUro Baart kao kvar krnao vaalao ihT\sa PlaoTfa^ma- pr savaar
haokr Anya emaesaAao kao pircaalana kI laagat kma krnao̧  saovaa kI
gauNava<aa maoM sauQaar krnao AaOr Aba tk Avyavahaya- baajaaraoM̧  ivaSaoYa $p sao
ga`amaINa xao~aoM maoM saovaaAaoM ka ivastar krnao maoM madd krogaa.
enae@saTI iDijaTla ko baaro maoM enae@saTI iDijaTla ko baaro maoM enae@saTI iDijaTla ko baaro maoM enae@saTI iDijaTla ko baaro maoM enae@saTI iDijaTla ko baaro maoM (www.nxtdigital.co.in)

enae@saTI iDijaTla ilaimaToD ³enaDIela´¸ vaOiSvak ihMdUjaa gaùp
ka ihssaa hO.maIiDyaa AaOr saMcaar kMpnaI Baart ka p`mauK ekIkRt
iDijaTla iDlaIvarI PlaoTfa^ma- kMpnaI hO–jaao saOTolaa[T¸ iDijaTla kobala
AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD ko maaQyama sao saovaayaoM p`dana krtI hO.

AiKla BaartIya phuMca ko saaqa enar@saTIiDijaTla iDijaTla
kobala AaOr doSa ko ekmaa~ hoDeMD [na d ska[- ³ihT\sa´ saOTolaa[T
PlaoTfa^ma- sao imalakr enae@saTI iDijaTla va [naiDijaTla ba`aMD naama ko

tht daohro ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- ko maaQyama sao
TolaIivajana saovaayaoM p`dana krta hO.kMpnaI
ka iDijaTla kobala TolaIivajana PlaoTfa^ma-
100 sao AiQak SahraoM va ksbaaoM maoM 750 sao
AiQak caOnalaaoM kI iDilavarI krta hO̧  jabaik
ihT\sa saovaa 4400 sao AiQak ipna kaoD
kao kvar krnao vaalao 1500 sao AiQak

SahraoM va ksbaaoM maoM ]plabQa haonao ko saaqa AQa- SahrI¸ AQa- ga`amaINa AaOr
ga`amaINa Baart kI sabasao tojaI sao baZ,tI janasaaMi#yakI maoM mah%vapUNa- ]pisqait
dja- kratI hO.kMpnaI lagaBaga 10000 laasT maa[la Aaonasa- ko fOMcaa[-jaI
AaQaar ko maaQyama sao raYT/Iyastr pr AcCI trh sao sqaaipt hO̧  doSaBar maoM
laaKaoM ga`ahkaoM kao iDijaTla saovaayaoM p`dana krta hO.

]Vaoga maoM ek gaoma caoMjar ihT\sa PlaoTfa^ma- malTI isasTma Aa^proTr
³emaesaAaó  kao bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa saaJaa krnao kI saovaayaoM BaI p`dana krta
hO̧  saovaa kI gauNava<aa maoM ]llaoKnaIya sauQaar ko str pr saOTolaa[T ko maaQyama
sao ApnaI saovaayaoM donao ko ilae ]nhoM A%yaiQak laagat p`BaavaI trIka p`dana
krta hO.ApnaI A%yaaQauinak ihT\sa sauivaQaa AaOr DoTa koMd`aoM ko saaqa yah
ekmaa~ eosaI kMpnaI hO jaao doSa ko iksaI kaonao maoM Da^yaro@T TU naoTvak-
saovaayaoM p`dana kr saktI hO.

TolaIvajana saovaaAaoM ko Alaavaa [sakI sahayak kMpnaI vanaAaoTITI
[MTrTonamaoMT ilaimaToD Baart ko SaIYa- 5 inajaI [MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM maoM sao
ek hO AaOr 45 sao AiQak SahraoM maoM ba`a^DbaOMD va [MTrnaoT saovaaAaoM maoM maoM
[sakI majabaUt ]pisqait hO.‘vana ba`a^DbaOMD’ ba`aMD ko tht [sakI saovaayaoM
Baart ko k[- SahraoM maoM ha[- spID [MTrnaoT AaOr saovaayaoM p`dana krko
]pBaao@taAaoM kao vaIiDyaao̧  DoTa AaOr vaa^yasa kI knvaja-Msa saovaayaoM p`dana kr
rhI hO.‘vana gaIgaafa[bar’ ko saaqa ba`a^DbaOMD kMpnaI ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae
efTITIeca ³fa[bar–TU–d–haoma´ saovaayaoM BaI p`dana krtI hO–yah 1000
emabaIpIesa  tk kI gait p`dana krta hO. 
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NTO 2.0

BROADCASTERS IN
A TIZZY AMIDST

NTO 2.0
The broadcasters are in a tizzy amidst the TRAI

seeking NTO 2.0 compliance report from broadcasters as
the Supreme Court refused relief to Indian Broadcasting
and Digital Foundation's (IBDF) request.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
had issued letters to TV broadcasters seeking compliance
details regarding the implementation of New Tariff Order
(NTO) 2.0. The regulator has granted 10 days’ time to the
broadcasters to provide the compliance report.

The letter states that NTO 2.0,
barring the second twin condition, has
been upheld by the Bombay High Court.
It asks the non-compliant broadcasters
to comply with the new regulation and
provide a compliance report in 10 days.

TRAI is scrutinising the prices
of some of the channels announced by
broadcasters and they feel that they are
unsustainable and are against the interest of consumers.

The broadcasters and distribution platform operators
(DPOs) have asserted that the New Tariff Operator (NTO)
2.0 will not just impact the service providers but will also
prove detrimental for the consumers who will have to bear
the brunt of price increase by the broadcasters.

NTO 1.0 and 2.0 have been brought keeping
consumer interests in mind, however, the regulation will
end up impacting the consumers the most. “India is a price-
sensitive market. We want everything to be affordable and
best in class at the same time. Since broadcast is a B2B
arrangement whereas distribution is a B2C arrangement, they
have a direct contact on the ground. A bouquet of channels
is the best suitable for TV households as broadcasters are
able to cross subsidise their channels,” informed a
broadcaster.

TRAI noted that a sustained misleading campaign is
being run to create an impression that the impending price
increase is due to NTO 2.0. This, the regulator said, is an
incorrect representation of the NTO 2.0.

TRAI has said that it will not shy away from reviewing
certain provisions including forbearance allowed to
broadcasters in the larger interest of consumers and the
Broadcasting Sector. 

enaTIAao 2º0 ko baIcaenaTIAao 2º0 ko baIcaenaTIAao 2º0 ko baIcaenaTIAao 2º0 ko baIcaenaTIAao 2º0 ko baIca
proSaanaI maoM p`saarNakta-proSaanaI maoM p`saarNakta-proSaanaI maoM p`saarNakta-proSaanaI maoM p`saarNakta-proSaanaI maoM p`saarNakta-
T/a[- Wara p`saarNakta-AaoM enaTIAao 2º0 Anaupalana irpaoT- kI

maaMga ko baIca p`saark proSaana hO @yaaoMik savaao-cca nyaayaalaya nao [MiDyana
ba`a^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla fa]MDoSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ ko AnauraoQa pr
raht donao [Mkar kr idyaa qaa.BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa
³T/a[-́  nao TIvaI p`saarkaoM kao p~ jaarI kr nayao TOirf AadoSa ³enaTIAaó
2º0 ko kayaa-nvayana ko saMbaMQa maoM Anaupalana ivavarNa maaMgaa qaa.inayaamak nao
Anaupalana irpaoT- p`dana krnao ko ilae p`saarkaoM kao 10 idnaaoM ka samaya

idyaa hO.
p~ maoM kha gayaa hO ik enaTIAao 2º0 kao¸
dUsarI jauD,vaaM Sat- kao CaoD,kr¸ baMba[- ]cca nyaayaalaya
nao barkrar rKa hO.yah gaOr Anaupalana p`saarkaoM
kao nayao inayama ka palana krnao AaOr 10 idnaaoM maoM
Anaupalana irpaoT- p̀dana krnao ko ilae khta hO.
T/a[- p`saarkaoM Wara GaaoiYat kuC caOnalaaoM kI kImataoM
kI jaaMca kr rha hO AaOr ]nhoM lagata hO ik vao

iTka} nahIM hO AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ihtaoM ko iKlaaf hO.
p`saarkaoM AaOr iDsT/IbyaUSana PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAaó  nao

jaaor dokr kha hO ik nyaU TOirf Aa^proTr ³enaTIAaó  2º0 na kovala
saovaa p`dataAaoM kao p`Baaivat krogaa¸ bailk ]na ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae BaI
hainakark saaibat haota haogaa¸ ijanhoM p`saarkaoM Wara maUlya vaRiw ka
Kaimayaajaa Baugatnaa pD,ogaa.

enaTIAao 1º0 va 2º0 kao ]pBaao@ta ihtaoM ka Qyaana maoM rKto
hue laayaa gayaa hO̧  halaaMik ivainayamana ]pBaao@taAaoM kao sabasao jyaada
p`Baaivat krogaa.ek p`saark nao batayaa ik ‘Baart ek maUlya saMvaodnaSaIla
baajaar hO.hma caahto hOM ik saba kuC ek hI samaya maoM sastI AaOr xao~ maoM
sava-EaoYz hao.caUMik p`saarNa ek baI2baI vyavasqaa hO jabaik ivatrNa baI2saI
vyavasqaa hO̧  ]naka saIQaa saMpk- jamaIna pr haota hO.caOnalaaoM ka ek bauko
TIvaI pirvaar ko ilae sabasao ]pyau@t haota hO @yaaoMik p`saark Apnao
caOnalaaoM kao Ëa^sa saibsaDI donao maoM saxama hO.’

T/a[- nao kha ik yah QaarNaa banaanao ko ilae ek inarMtr Ba`amak
AiBayaana calaayaa jaa rha hO ik Aasanna maUlya vaRiw enaTIAao 2º0 ko
karNa hO.inayaamak nao kha ik yah enaTIAao 2º0 ka galat vaNa-na hO.

T/a[- nao kha ik vah ]pBaao@taAaoM AaOr p`saarNa xao~ ko vyaapk
iht maoM p`saarkaoM kao dI gayaI sahnaSaIlata saiht kuC p`avaQaanaaoM kI samaIxaa
krnao sao pICo nahIM hTogaa. 
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MERGER NEWS

ZEE – INVESCO
WAR CONTINUES

The Zee – Invesco battle continues to surge with
both sides trying to tighten the screws. In a recent
development ZEEL MD and CEO Punit Goenka alleged that
the merger deal between Reliance Industries' media entities
and ZEEL was not in the interest of the company's
shareholders. "Why didn’t Invesco make its plans public
earlier? Does good corporate governance only apply to
corporates and not their institutional investors?” he
questioned.

Reliance Industries
has issued a statement
saying that it has been
unnecessarily drawn into
the boardroom battle
between the two companies.
The company also said that
the merger deal between its
media properties and ZEEL
could not proceed further
due to differences between
ZEEL promoters and
Invesco.

The company further stated that it had made a broad
proposal for merger of its media properties with Zee at fair
valuations of Zee and all its properties. “The valuations of
Zee and our properties were arrived at based on the same
parameters. The proposal sought to harness the strengths
of all the merging entities and would have helped to create
substantial value for all, including the shareholders of Zee,”
the statement added.

Shriram Subramanian, Founder and MD at proxy
advisory firm InGovern has reportedly said that “Invesco’s
actions so far in its battle against Zee seem to be a takeover
battle under the guise of shareholder activism.”

Subramanian reportedly said that “Reliance group
entities should have directly approached the Board of Zee
with their offer and it is surprising that Invesco has been
leading the discussions.”

“Invesco's insistence on Punit Goenka's removal sans
an alternative plan was baffling to all. This despite Invesco
saying in court that they are not against the Zee-Sony deal,
the terms of which were in the public domain,” he reportedly
said.

jaI–[nvaoskao yauw jaarIjaI–[nvaoskao yauw jaarIjaI–[nvaoskao yauw jaarIjaI–[nvaoskao yauw jaarIjaI–[nvaoskao yauw jaarI
jaI–[nvaoskao ko baIca laD,a[- jaarI hO AaOr daonaao pxa iSakMjaa

ksanao kI kaoiSaSa kr rho hOM.hala ko ek GaTnaaËma maoM jaoD[-[-ela ko
emaDI va saI[-Aao punaIt gaaoyanaka nao Aaraop lagaayaa ik irlaayaMsa [MDsT/Ija
kI maIiDyaa saMsqaaAaoM AaOr jaoD[-[-ela ko baIca ivalaya ka saaOda kMpnaI ko
SaoyarQaarkaoM ko iht maoM nahIM qaa.]nhaoMnao savaala ikyaa ik ‘[nvaoskao nao
phlao ApnaI yaaojanaaAaoM kao saava-jainak @yaaoM nahIM ikyaaÆ@yaa AcCa
ka^pao-roT p`Saasana kovala ka^rpaoroT\sa pr laagaU haota hO̧  ]nako saMsqaagat

inavaoSakaoM pr nahIM.’
irlaayaMsa [MDsT/Ija nao ek bayaana
jaarI krko kha hO ik ]sao daonaaoM
kMpinayaaoM ko baIca baaoD-$ma kI laD,a[-
maoM baovajah KIMcaa gayaa hO.kMpnaI nao
yah BaI kha ik ]sakI maIiDyaa
saMpi<ayaaoM AaOr jaoD[-[-ela ko baIca
ivalaya saaOda jaoD[-[-ela ko p`maaoTraoM
AaOr [nvaoskao ko baIca matBaod ko
karNa Aagao nahIM baZ, saka.
kMpnaI nao kha ik ]sanao jaI AaOr
]sakI saBaI saMpi<ayaaoM ko ]icat

maUlyaaMkna pr jaI ko saaqa ApnaI maIiDyaa saMpi<ayaaoM ko ivalaya ko ilae ek
vyaapk p`stava rKa qaa.bayaana maoM yah BaI batayaa gayaa ik ‘jaI AaOr
hmaarI saMpi<ayaaoM ka maUlyaaMkna samaana maapdMDaoM ko AaQaar pr ikyaa gayaa
qaa.p`stava maoM saBaI ivalaya vaalaI saMsqaaAaoM kI takt ka ]pyaaoga krnao kI
maaMga kI gayaI hO AaOr jaI ko SaoyarQaarkao saiht saBaI ko ilae pyaa-Pt maUlya
banaanao maoM madd imalaogaI.’

p`a^@saI eDvaa[jarI fma- [nagavana- ko saMsqaapk va emaDI EaIrama
sauba`maNyama nao kiqat taOr pr kha hO ik ‘jaI ko iKlaaf ApnaI laD,a[- maoM
Aba tk [nvaoskao kI kar-vaa[- SaoyarQaark saiËyata kI AaD, maoM AiQaga`hNa
kI laD,a[- lagatI hO.’

EaI sauba`maNyama nao kiqat taOr pr kha qaa ik ‘irlaayaMsa samaUh kI
saMsqaaAaoM kao Apnao p`stava ko saaqa saIQao jaI baaoD- ko saaqa saMpk- krnaa
caaihe qaa AaOr yah AaScaya-janak hO ik [nvaoskao cacaa- ka naotR%va kr
rha hO.’

]nhaoMnao kiqat taOr pr kha ik ‘ek vaOkilpk yaaojanaa ko ibanaa
punaIt gaaoyanaka kao hTanao pr [nvaoskao kI ijad saBaI ko ilae caaOMkanao
vaalaI qaI.yah [nvaoskao ko Adalat maoM khnao ko baavajaUd ik vao jaI–saaonaI
saaOdo ko iKlaaf nahIM hO ijasakI Sato- saava-jainak Daomaona maoM qaIM.’
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Subramanian further said, “If Invesco has all along
been playing matchmaker, they should have disclosed it
at the time of the EGM requisition.”

Justin Leverenz, chief investment officer of
Invesco Developing
Markets Equities, had
said that Zee’s potential
does not stop at it being
a well-governed stand-
alone entity, and that it
has welcomed the
announcement of the
non-binding term sheet
reflecting Sony’s
interest in a strategic
alignment with Zee.
“We need more
information to properly
evaluate a strategic
combination between
Zee and Sony”.

In another
setback to Invesco The
Bombay High Court on Tuesday granted an interim
injunction against Zee Entertainment Enterprise Ltd’s
(ZEEL) largest shareholder Invesco, restraining the latter
from going ahead with the requisition of an extraordinary
general meeting (EGM) seeking removal of the ZEEL MD
and CEO Punit Goenka. 
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EaI sauba`maNyana nao Aagao kha ik ‘Agar [nvaoskao hmaoSaa sao maOcamaokr kI
BaUimaka inaBaata rha hO tao ]nhoM [-jaIema kI AavaSyakta ko samaya [saka
Kulaasaa krnaa caaihe qaa.’

[nvaoskao DovalaipMga maako-T\sa
[i@vaTIja ko mau#ya inavaoSa
AiQakarI jaisTna laIvaroMja nao
kha qaa ik jaI kI xamata
ek AcCI trh sao Saaisat sTOMD
Alaaona [ka[- haonao pr nahIM
$ktI hO AaOr [sanao jaI ko
saaqa rNanaIitk jauD,ava maoM saaonaI
kI $ica kao dSaa-to hue gaOr
baaQyakarI Tma-SaIT kI GaaoYaNaa
ka svaagat ikyaa hO.hmaoM jaI
Aa Or saa o n aI ko baIca ek
rNanaIitk saMyaaojana ka zIk sao
maUlyaaMkna krnao ko ilae AiQak
jaanakarI kI AavaSyakta hO.’
[sa baIca [nvaoskao kao ek

AaOr JaTka doto hue baMba[- ]cca nyaayaalaya nao jaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja
ilaimaToD ³jaoD[-ela´ ko sabasao baD,o SaoyarQaark [nvaoskao ko iKlaaf ek
AMtirma inaYaoQaa&a dI¸ ijasamaoM jaI eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToD ³jaoD[-ela´ ko
sabasao baD,o SaoyarQaark [nvaoskao kao jaI[-ela emaDI AaOr saI[-Aao punaIt
gaaoyanaka kao hTanao kI maaMga krnao vaalaI ek AsaaQaarNa Aama baOzk
³[-jaIema´ kI AavaSyakta ko saaqa Aagao baZ,nao sao raok idyaa gayaa qaa. 

PUNIT GOENKA
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BOOK REVIEW

THE INDIAN MEDIA BUSINESS
The Indian Media Business, Pandemic and After by celebrated journalist

Vanita Kohli – Khandekar is a fascination account of the Indian media ecosystem and
its trials and triumphs and tribulations. Excerpts from the book is published.

DISTRIBUTION
The other important

constituent of the broadcast
business is the distributor.
This could be a cable
operator/MSO combine, a
DTH operator or a telecom
or broadband company.

THE DISTRIBUTORS
The three

distribution platforms
currently used in India are as
follows.
Cable:

This has been discussed in
great detail in ‘The Past’. Just to add,
the cable signals that we get on our
TV sets are broadcast on the C-band,
which has a wider arc and, therefore, a
wider spread. First, MSOs catch the
signal and sell them to cable operators
who in turn resell them to consumers.
When these signals are sold without a
set-top box, they make for a non-
addressable market.

With an analogue or digital set-
top box, it is easier to track who is
buying what.
DTH:

DTH works like regular
broadcasting, the only difference
being the frequency at which the
signal travels (DTH operates in the
Ku-Band) and how it is received. The
viewer has to buy a dish and a
set-top box and can then receive
the signals that a DTH operator

demand; this means you can watch a
show or a film whenever you want and
as many times as you want. You are
not dependent on a broadcaster’s
schedule.

THE DISTRIBUTION REVENUE
STREAMS

There are three main revenue
streams for most distributors.

Subscription:
This is the money that cable

operators/MSOs or DTH operators
collect from homes. On cable, a basic
tier of 100 channels costs ̀ 154 a month
(including taxes). In addition to this,
depending on the pay channels you
take costs could go up to ̀ 200–`575 a
month. If the operator is affiliated to
an MSO, a part of the revenue goes to
the MSO. In DTH, which is a prepaid
service, the price a user pays could go
from `130 to `800 or more a month,
depending on the packs taken.
Advertising:

It is another major stream.
Most operators and MSOs have their
own channel, like CCC from Hathway.
These get ads from local retailers or
regional brands and sometimes for
local events.
Carriage and placement revenues:

Carriage is a fee for, literally,
carrying a channel. Placement, on the
other hand, is the charge for placing it
in a favourable band or position vis-à-
vis competition.

sends directly.
Therefore, unlike
cable where there
are two
intermediaries, the
MSO and the
cable operator, in
DTH, there is only
one-the DTH
operator.
Terrestrial:

This form of
broadcasting is

currently the exclusive domain of the
state-owned DD. It works by relaying
signals across the 644 towers it has
currently (down from 1,400 in 2000).
There are ways of increasing the
capacity of terrestrial broadcasting by
digitizing signals. This is called digital
terrestrial broad- casting or DTT.

Streaming:
The sending of video as data

signals over the same wires that carry
the internet has firmly moved from a
niche mechanism to a mainstream
business. In May 2021, there were 795
million Indians online. Of these, 450
million watch some form of streaming
video, that is, either on smart TVs, on
the mobile, on a laptop or any other
internet-enabled device. Note that they
also watch TV on the linear mode, so
there is an overlap with the 892 million
Indians who watch TV. The big
difference between the two is that
streaming allows you to watch on-

The Indian Media Business: Pandemic and After, Fifth Edition by Vanita Kohli-Khandekar
SAGE RESPONSE (2021) / 332 pages / Rs. `695.00 (9789354790904) / Paperback  
Credit Line: Excerpted with permission from SAGE Publications India from

the book The Indian Media Business - 5th edition, by Vanita Kohli-Khandekar.
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THE CONVERGENCE BILL
It was after this forward-looking

judgment that talk veered around to
drafting a Broadcasting Bill. After
several drafts and many delays, the
Broadcasting Bill mutated into the
Communications Convergence Bill. It
was modelled on the Convergence Bill
of Malaysia and sought to be a master
legislation for IT, telecom and media.
The Bill addressed both ‘carriage’ or
distribution and ‘content’ or software
issues. It also provided for a super
regulator, that is, the Communications
Commission of India (CCI), a body like
the Federal Communications Com-
mission in the USA that would govern
IT, telecom and media. CCI would
handle all licensing and regulatory

functions in these three areas. The Bill
also provided for a spectrum
management committee, essentially a
body that would allocate frequency for
telecom, IT or media purposes.

The formation of CCI could
have been a dramatically forward-
looking step. CCI is the ideal solution
in a business where technology
changes every few months, bringing
about changes in business imperatives.
Therefore, having a law that locks into
a certain technology would stunt it.
The Digital Millennium Copyright Act
of 1998 in the USA was a response to a
techno- logy, MP3. Users have moved
beyond MP3 and the law has become
largely obsolete. In a convergence

scenario, locking any one part of the
IT, telecom and media trio to any one
technology could hamper growth.

However, the Convergence Bill
never saw the light of day. The example
of Prasar Bharati shows that the
government still has a big role in the
running of the ‘autonomous body’.
Prasar Bharati relies on budgetary
support from the government and is,
therefore, not really independent. At
various forums and even internally,
broadcasters have expressed the fear
that as with Prasar Bharati, the
Communications Commission would
not be truly independent. The
Convergence Bill, tabled in Parliament
in 2001, was referred to a standing
committee and finally lapsed.

THE CABLE ACT, 1995
It began with the Cable

Television Networks (Regulation) Act,
which came into being in March 1995.
Essentially, it regulates the setting up,
content and equipment used by cable
TV operators in India. It also put a
foreign equity cap of 49 per cent on
cable network companies (now 100%).

Then came the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2000. This made it mandatory to
carry three DD channels in the prime
band. It also made it the cable
operator’s responsibility to ensure that
he/she does not carry any pro- gramme
in respect of which copyright exists
under the Indian Copyright Act
without the requisite licence. This
implies, says media lawyer Ashni
Parekh, that it is the cable operator’s
responsibility to first get the
permission for re-transmission of any
programme or film on cable TV.

To this Bill, the government
added an amendment in 2002, making
conditional access systems (CAS)
mandatory. The government’s intention
was good, but the amendment was
flawed. It was silent on who would bear
the cost of the technology and gave

the government too much power to
decide which channels will be watched,
where and at what price.

Thereafter, the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Amendment
Act, 2011, formally recognized TRAI
as the broadcast regulator and
instituted a registration mechanism for
cable network operators. The 2011
amendment also allowed the central
government to specify the DD
channels that are to be mandatorily
carried and detailed the mechanics of
transitioning to digital addressable
systems, including obligations on the
cable network provider to publicize its
subscription rates, standards ofquality
of service and grievance redressal
mechanism at prescribed intervals.

TRAI BECOMES BROADCAST
REGULATOR, 2004

To deal with the litigation,
protest and the mess surrounding CAS
in January 2004, MIB issued a
notification expanding the scope of the
expression ‘telecommunication services’
to include broadcasting and cable
services as well. As a result, TRAI is
empowered to regulate these services.

TRAI soon froze cable rates,
then allowed a 7 per cent increase,
issued consultation papers and
guidelines on everything from
digitization of cable TV to DTH. In a
business where there was no regulation
to one where issues of competition,
pricing and technology are thrown up
for discussion and where detailed
consultation papers have been issued,
this is a long way to have travelled
from 1991.

DTH BROADCASTING (2001)
Earlier, in 1997, the government

had banned the Ku-Band after Star TV
advertised that it was launching a DTH
service. In 2001, it was opened up for
broadcasting. However, the policy
states that a broadcasting or cable
company cannot own more than 20 per
cent in a DTH venture. The total
foreign equity cap in DTH was 49 per
cent including FIIs, overseas corporate
bodies, NRIs and others. In 2012, this
was increased to 74 per cent. Also, a
DTH operator cannot create exclusive
content or programming and, therefore,
its own channels. It cannot enter into
any exclusive contracts to distribute
TV channels. 
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OTT MARKET

STELLAR GROWTH
FOR OTT

The OTT bandwagon is set on a stellar growth in
India. Partnership and collaboration are the mantra of the
major players. The strategy is being seen in Amazon Prime
Video launching ‘Prime Video Channels’ by bringing in eight
different players together on one platform.

The proposed merger between Zee and Sony will
also lead to the consolidation of their OTT platforms, Zee5
and SonyLIV, if the merger goes smoothly. The merger will
certainly benefit both players and lead to combined
synergies, given Sony’s strong footing in sports, kids and
non-fiction segments, and the latter’s massive presence
across regionals and GECs.

Earlier Zee5 and
ALTBalaji  partnered to create
content which eventually would
be available for viewers on both
platforms simultaneously. The
partnership between SonyLIV-
Hoichi and the 2018 deal which
saw South Asian streaming
service HOOQ partnering with
Hotstar, to make Hollywood
content available on the latter, are the new strategy of
collaboration. Partnerships give a better opportunity to
scale up business ambitions by creating value for all
stakeholders.

India’s video OTT market is expected to touch $12.5
billion by 2030 from about $1.5 billion in 2021. Netflix's Q3
revenue jumped 16% year-over-year to $7.5 billion, while
operating income rose 33% to $1.8 billion. The platform
added 4.4 million paid net adds vs. 2.2 million in Q3’20 on
the back of a stronger content slate. Netflix had a lighter-
than-normal content slate in Q1 and Q2 due to COVID-
related production delays in 2020. The APAC region was
Netflix's largest contributor to membership growth, with 2.2
million paid net adds (half of total paid net adds) as it
continues to improve the service in this region. In EMEA,
paid net adds of 1.8 million improved sequentially vs. the
188k in Q2 as several titles had a particularly strong impact.
The UCAN and LATAM regions grew paid memberships
more slowly.

The major competition is only among 2-3 leading
OTT players and the smaller OTT players are expanding in
the regional markets. 

Saanadar ivakasa ko ilaeSaanadar ivakasa ko ilaeSaanadar ivakasa ko ilaeSaanadar ivakasa ko ilaeSaanadar ivakasa ko ilae
tOyaar AaoTITItOyaar AaoTITItOyaar AaoTITItOyaar AaoTITItOyaar AaoTITI

AaoTITI baOMDvaagana Baart maoM ek Saanadar ivakasa ko ilae tOyaar
hO.saaJaodarI AaOr sahyaaoga p̀mauK iKlaaiD,yaaoM ka maM~ hO.Aaz Alaga–Alaga
iKlaaiD,yaaoM kao ek saaqa PlaoTfâma- pr laakr ‘p̀a[ma vaIiDyaao caOnala’ laânca
krnao vaalao Amaojana p̀a[ma vaIiDyaao kI rNanaIit doKI jaa rhI hO.

jaI AaOr saaonaI ko baIca p`staivat ivalaya sao ]nako AaoTITI
PlaoTfama- jaI5 AaOr saaonaIilava ka BaI ekIkrNa haogaa¸ Agar yah ivalaya
ka kama saucaa$ $p sao pUra haota hO.spaoT\-sa¸ ikD\sa AaOr naa^na if@Sana
KMD maoM saaonaI ko majabaUt pOr jamaanao AaOr xao~Iya va jaI[-saI maoM saaonaI ko
vyaapk ]pisqait kao doKto hue ivalaya sao inaiScat $p daonaaoM kMpinayaaoM kao
fayada haogaa AaOr saMyau@t talamaola kao baZ,avaa imalaogaa.

[sasao phlao jaI5 AaOr eelaTIbaalaajaI
nao kMToMT banaanao ko ilae saaJaodarI kI qaI
jaao AMtt: daonaaoM PlaoTfa^ma- pr dSa-kaoM ko
ilae ek saaqa ]plabQa haogaI.saaonaIilava–
hao[-caao[- ko baIca saaJaodarI AaOr 2018
ko saaOdo̧  ijasamaoM dixaNa eiSayaa sT/IimaMga
saovaa ecaAaoAao@yaU nao ha^TsTar ko saaqa
BaagaodarI kI¸ taik baad maoM ha^laIvauD
saamaga`I ]plabQa hao sako¸ yah sahyaaoga

kI rNanaIit hO.saaJaodarI saBaI ihtQaarkaoM ko ilae maUlya saRijat krko
vyaavasaaiyak mah%vaakaMxaaAaoM kao baZ,anao ka ek baohtr Avasar p`dana
krtI hO.

Baart ka vaIiDyaao AaoTITI baajaar 2021 maoM lagaBaga 1º5 ibailayana
Da^lar sao 2030 tk 12º5 ibailayana Da^lar tk phuMcanao kI ]mmaId
hO.naoTiFlask ka @yaU3 rajasva 16‰ saala–dr–saala baZ,kr 7º5 ibailayana
Da^lar hao gayaa¸ jabaik pircaalana Aaya 33‰ baZ,kr 1º8 ibailayana
Da^lar hao gayaI.PlaoTfa^ma- nao majabaUt kMToMT slaoT ko pICo @yaU3’20 maoM 4º4
imailayana poD naoT eD ko maukabalao 2º2 imailayana jaaoD,o.naoTiFlask nao
2020 maoM kaoivaD sao saMbaMiQat ]%pad maoM dorI ko karNa @yaU1 va @yaU2 maoM
saamaanya sao hlka kMToMT slaoT qaa.epIesaI xao~ naoTiFlask ka sabasao baD,a
yaaogadanakta- qaa¸ ijasamaoM 2º2 imailayana poD naoT eoD\sa ³kula poD naoT\sa
eoD\sa ka AaQaa´ qaa¸ @yaaoMik yah [sa xao~ maoM saovaa maoM sauQaar krnao kI
p`iËyaa kao jaarI rKogaa.[-ema[-e maoM 1º8 imailayana kI poD naoT eoD\sa
Ëimak $p sao sauQarI hO.@yaU2 maoM 188ko kI tulanaa maoM k[- iKtabaaoM kao
ivaSaoYa $p sao majabaUt p`Baava qaa.yaUsaIeena AaOr elaeTIeema xao~aoM nao
Baugatana kI gayaI sadsyata kao AaOr AiQak QaIro–QaIro baZ,ayaa.

p̀mauK p̀itspQaa- kovala 2–3 p̀mauK AaoTITI kMpinayaaoM ko baIca hO
AaOr CaoTo AaoTITI kMpinayaaM xao~Iya baajaaraoM maoM Apnaa ivastar kr rho hOM. 
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AIRTEL EXPANDS
SERVICES

Airtel expands its services with the launch
of Airtel Airtel IQ Video solution for

streaming platforms

Bharti Airtel has launched its Video Platform as a
Service (CPaaS) ‘Airtel IQ Video’ which leverages Airtel’s
resilient cloud, and cutting edge video technologies. The
solution has been developed by Airtel’s in-house
engineering teams.

During the beta phase, Airtel IQ Video has also
been deployed by Eros Now and CG Telecom of Nepal.
Airtel is expecting to onboard 50+ brands on the platform
in the coming year as interest
from the market has been high.

Airtel IQ Video allows
businesses to build world-
class video streaming
products for large and small
screens with minimal
investment in infrastructure and technology. It is an end-
to-end managed solution that brings convenience along
with cost benefits. It encompasses a variety of features
ranging from app development, content hosting, curation
and lifecycle management to search and discovery,
analytics and monetisation models (advertising,
subscriptions, transactions).

Adarsh Nair, Chief Product Officer, Bharti Airtel
said: “Airtel IQ Video brings an easy-to-use platform that
can enable anyone to quickly build and scale their
business in video streaming. This will encourage
enterprises to focus on content while Airtel IQ Video
anchors the end-to-end technology, ensuring a great
viewing experience for customers. With Airtel IQ Video,
we expect to see more content startups and traditional
content companies coming online and directly engaging
with consumers digitally.”

Raj TV used Airtel IQ Video to take the OTT route
to serve increasingly digitally savvy consumers. “We
had a content library of over 30,000 hours with some of
the best Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam films.
But most of this content was on tapes/analog formats,
and audiences also want to access these through OTT.
Using Airtel IQ Video, we have been able to digitize our
content, host it on Airtel’s cloud platforms and offer it to

saovaaAaoM ka ivastar ikyaasaovaaAaoM ka ivastar ikyaasaovaaAaoM ka ivastar ikyaasaovaaAaoM ka ivastar ikyaasaovaaAaoM ka ivastar ikyaa
eyarTola naoeyarTola naoeyarTola naoeyarTola naoeyarTola nao

eyarTola nao sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- ko ilae eyarTola Aa[-@yaU
vaIiDyaao saa^lyaUSana ko laa^nca ko saaqa ApnaI saovaaAaoM ka

ivastar ikyaa hO.
BaartI eyarTola nao ek saovaa ³saIpIeesa´ ko $p maoM eyarTola

Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao ko $p maoM Apnaa vaIiDyaao PlaoTfa^ma- laa^nca ikyaa hO jaao
eyarTola ko lacaIlao @laa]D AaOr AaQauinak vaIiDyaao tknaIkI ka laaBa
]zata hO.samaaQaana eyarTola kI [na ha]sa [MjaIinayairMga TImaaoM Wara ivakisat
ikyaa gayaa hO.

baITa carNa ko daOrana eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao kao [raoja naa]
AaOr naopala ko saIjaI TolaIka^ma Wara BaI lagaayaa gayaa hO.eyarTola Aanaovaalao

vaYa- maoM PlaoTfâma- pr 50 sao AiQak bàaMDaoM
kao Saaimala krnao kI ]mmaId kr rha hO̧
@yaaoMik baajaar kI Aaor sao [samaoM kafI
$ica idKayaI jaa rhI hO.
eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao vyavasaayaaoM kao

bauinayaadI Z,aMcao AaOr tknaIkI maoM nyaUnatma
inavaoSa ko saaqa baD,I AaOr CaoTI sËIna ko ilae ivaSvastrIya vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga
]%pad banaanao kI Anaumait dota hO.yah ek eMD–TU–eMD p`baMiQat samaaQaana
hO jaao laagat laaBa ko saaqa–saaqa sauivaQaa BaI laata hO.[samaoM eop ivakasa¸
kMToMT haoisTMga¸ @yaUroSana AaOr laa[fsaa[kla maOnaojamaoMT sao laokr saca- eMD
iDskvarI¸ enaailaiT@sa AaOr maud`IkrNa maa^Dla ³iva&apna¸ sadsyata¸ laonadona´
tk k[- trh kI ivaSaoYatayaoM Saaimala hOM.

BaartI eyarTola ko mau#ya ]%pad AiQakarI AadSa- naayar nao kha ik
‘eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao ek ]pyaaoga maoM Aasaana PlaoTfâma- laata hO jaao
iksaI kao BaI vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga maoM Apnao vyavasaaya kao jaldI sao banaanao AaOr
baZ,anao maoM saxama banaata hO.yah ]VmaaoM kao saamagàI pr Qyaana koMid̀t krnao ko
ilae p̀ao%saaiht krogaa jabaik eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao gàahkaoM ko ilae ek
Saanadar doKnao ka AnauBava sauinaiScat krto hue eMD–TU–eMD tknaIkI kI
eMkirMga krta hO.eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao ko saaqa hma AaOr AiQak kMToMT
sTaT- Ap AaOr parMpirk kMToMT kMpinayaaoM kao Aa^nalaa[na Aanao AaOr
]pBaao@taAaoM ko saaqa saIQao iDijaTla $p sao jauD,nao kI ]mmaId krto hOM.’

raja TIvaI nao eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao ka [stomaala tojaI sao iDijaTla
$p sao samaJadar ]pBaao@taAaoM kI saovaa ko ilae AaoTITI maaga- laonao ko ilae
ikyaa hO.‘hmaaro pasa kuC baohtrIna timala¸ tolaugaU̧  knnaD AaOr malayaalama
iflmaaoM ko saaqa 30¸000 GaMTo sao AiQak kI saamagàI laa[bàorI qaI.laoikna [namaoM
sao AiQakaMSa saamagàI TopÀenaalaâga p̀a$paoM pr qaI AaOr dSa-k BaI [nhoM
AaoTITI ko maaQyama sao e@saosa krnaa caahto hOM.eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao ka
]pyaaoga krko̧  hma ApnaI saamagàI kao iDijaTa[ja krnao̧  eyarTola ko @laa]D
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audiences both in India and across the global through
our own OTT app. Importantly, we have been able to
achieve this at the fraction of the cost in very quick time
with access to the best technology that has ensured the
user experience is excellent. We look forward to deepening
our relationship with Airtel,” says M Raajhendhran,
Managing Director at Raj Television Network.

Niravana Chaudhary, Managing Director, CG Group
shares, “We have aspirations to launch a cutting edge IPTV
and Video OTT platform as part of our telco offering in
Nepal. Airtel’s proven execution in video based offerings
with Airtel Xstream and keen understanding of a telecom
company paved the way for our partnership. Airtel IQ Video
will power both our Video OTT app and IPTV, bringing
seamless streaming to our customers in Nepal on devices
of their choice.”

Ali Hussein, CEO, Eros Now, says, “We have
cherished our partnership with Airtel over the years and
are now excited about our technology collaboration.
Their robust infrastructure and extensive network
coverage has been helping us deliver blockbuster content
seamlessly to the end consumers. Airtel’s latest ‘Airtel
IQ Video’ platform is an innovative offering that is built
to scale and can assist Eros Now in reinforcing its value
proposition to the rapidly expanding video subscriber
base.” 

PlaoTfâma- pr [sao haosT krnao AaOr [sao Apnao AaoTITI eop ko maaQyama sao Baart
AaOr vaOiSvak str pr dSa-kaoM ko ilae poSa krnao maoM saxama hOM.mah%vapUNa- baat
yah hO ik hma sabasao AcCI tknaIk tk phuMca ko saaqa bahut kma samaya maoM
laagat ko AMSa pr [sao haisala krnao maoM saxama hOM ijasanao sauinaiScat ikyaa hO ik
]pyaaogakta- AnauBava ]%kRYT hao.raja TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko p̀baMQa inadoSak
emaºrajaoMd̀na khto hOM ik ‘hma eyarTola ko saaqa Apnao saMbaMQaaoM kao gahra krnao
ko ilae t%pr hOM.’

saIjaI gaùp ko p`baMQa inadoSak inarvaanaa caaOQarI nao kha ‘naopala maoM
ApnaI Tolkao poSakSa ko ihssao ko $p maoM hmaarI ek A%yaaQauinak Aa[-
pITIvaI AaOr vaIiDyaao AaoTITI PlaoTfama- laânca krnao kI AakaMxaa hO.eyarTola
e@sasT/Ima ko saaqa vaIiDyaao AaQaairt poSakSaaoM maoM eyarTola ko isaw
inaYpadna AaOr ek dUrsaMcaar kMpnaI kI gahrI samaJa nao hmaarI saaJaodarI
ka maaga- p`Sast ikyaa hO.eyarTola Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao hmaaro vaIiDyaao AaoTITI
eop AaOr Aa[-pITIvaI daonaaoM kao Sai@t p`dana krogaa ijasasao naopala maoM hmaaro
ga`ahkaoM kao ]nakI psaMd ko ]pkrNaaoM pr inabaa-Qa sT/IimaMga imalaogaI.

[raoja naa] ko saI[-Aao AlaI husaOna nao kha¸ ‘hmanao eyarTola ko saaqa¸
ApnaI saaJaodarI kao vaYaao-M sao saMjaaoyaa hO AaOr Aba hma ApnaI tknaIkI
sahyaaoga kao laokr ]%saaiht hOM.]naka majabaUt bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa AaOr vyaapk
naoTvak- kvaroja hmaoM AMitma ]pBaao@taAaoM tk blaâkbasTr saamagàI ivatirt
krnao maoM madd kr rha hO.eyarTola ka navaInatma ‘eyarTola–Aa[-@yaU vaIiDyaao
PlaoTfâma-’ ek AnaaoKI poSakSa hO ijasao baD,o pOmaanao pr banaayaa gayaa hO AaOr
yah tojaI sao baZ,to vaIiDyaao sabsaËa[bar AaQaar ko ilae Apnao maUlya p̀stava kao
majabaUt krnao maoM [raoja naa] kao sahayata kr sakta hO.’ 
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ASIASAT : ‘ONE CLICK GO LIVE’
AsiaSat takes a strategic stake in leading live streaming service ‘One Click Go Live’

Asia Satellite
Telecommunications Company Limited
(AsiaSat), Asia’s premier satellite
solutions provider, has acquired a
strategic stake in One Click Go Live
Limited (formerly known as HERMES
Live Technology  Limited), a company
incorporated in Hong Kong and
specialised in video live streaming
services and solutions.

“I am excited to announce a
strategic investment
in ‘One Click Go
Live’, which will be an
excellent complement
to AsiaSat’s growing
portfolio of video
services to meet new
and evolving
customer demands in
the digital age. This
once again confirms
our commitment in
creating synergies and augmenting our
capability in delivering the most
diverse and innovative video solutions
that will benefit our customers,” said
Roger Tong, Chief Executive Officer of
AsiaSat.

“Accelerating digital
transformation has changed the way
people consume contents and thus the
way broadcasters and corporates
connect to their audiences. Global live

streaming from ‘One Click Go Live’ will
offer our customers the flexibility to
expand into the rapidly growing direct-
to-consumer business model,
especially in micro markets with good
terrestrial infrastructure. Nevertheless,
our core satellite-based services will
remain the most reliable and cost
effective solution for clients to reach a
broader, ‘macro-level’ segment of great
diversity such as the Asian markets

which have included some of the
world’s most unconnected and hard-
to-reach regions,” added Tong.

‘One Click Go Live’ offers video
live-streaming solutions that provide
professional, broadcast-grade video
streaming for live events. Its stable and
scalable platform, built on patented
video technologies, has delivered more
than 300 live events across a
geographical footprint of over 50

countries, reaching an audience of
more than 20 million. ‘One Click Go
Live’ also offers customised low
latency live streaming solutions, which
are particularly ideal for broadcasting
content types such as sports
streaming, live auctions, allowing
viewers to watch the events on any
devices in close to real-time. ‘One Click
Go Live’ can be offered independently
or as part of AsiaSat’s end-to-end

media solution
offerings to its
bluechip full time and
occasional use
customers for linear
TV and occasional
feed distribution.

The extensive
client portfolio of
‘One Click Go Live’
has included
customers from

entertainment and media sectors
serving mega-events such as concerts,
award presentations and sports
matches; enterprise and business
clients for conference and education
events such as global meetings and
summits, auctions, webinars and
workshops; corporate activities from
shareholder meetings, town hall
meetings to recruitment and staff
training. 
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KANAL SPORTOWY NEW
STRATEGY

Kanal Sportowy, the Polish
YouTube channel has embarked on a
new strategy and plans to invest into
its own D2C OTT service. It made
debut in March 2020 and currently has
over 592,000 subscribers

Supported by Redge Media,
with the product strategy and
implementation of the OTT service and
helped by Arskom Sport Brokers
agency, specialised in sports marketing
on the Polish market.

Przemyslaw Frasunek, member
of the board at Redge Technologies,
said: “When the YouTube channel
grows, it is essential to be fully
manageable in terms of content
publication and appropriate
advertisement selection. Kanal
Sportowy, arguably the biggest sport
channel now on internet TV, had
experienced several limitations
recently, to which Redge Media
perfectly addresses. Thanks to our
native technology, there will be no
suppression or business halt, all that
remains is the energy and creativity of
the host team, which seems to be
increasing every week”.

VIACOMCBS STREAMING
AHEAD

ViacomCBS is steaming full
throttle ahead on a growth with its
streaming and aided by Paramount+.

ViacomCBS has  47 million
global streaming subscribers, adding
4.3 million in the third quarter.

The growth was led by
Paramount+, which domestically had
strong subscriber sign-ups and
engagement from a variety of content
and internationally by launches and
progress in Latin America, Brazil,
Australia and Canada.

Streaming revenue rose by 62%
y-o-y, with streaming ad revenue
growing by 48% y-o-y, driven by
growth on Pluto TV and Paramount+.
Meanwhile, streaming subscription
revenue grew by 79% y-o-y, reflecting
strong subscriber growth from the
company’s subscription services.

Pluto TV revenue grew by 99%
y-o-y as MAUs increased to over 54
million in the quarter, helped by
international growth.

FTTH COMPANY LAUNCHED
BY ORANGE

Orange Concessions is
exploring the launch of FTTH company
as that will put it on a positive future
ahead.

Orange Concessions, which
was first announced in January this
year, comprises 24 Public Initiative
Networks (PIN), under contract with
local authorities, in Metropolitan
France and overseas territories. These
networks ultimately represent over 4.5
million households connected to fibre,
making Orange Concessions the
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leading infrastructure operator in rural
France.

Orange Concessions will be
managed by Jean-Germain Breton, who
has a solid track-record managing
public initiative telecoms networks and
working alongside local authorities,
and supported by a team of over 100
women and men, 60% of whom will be
located in the regions, close to the
local authorities.

Stéphane Richard, chairman
and CEO of Orange, said: “By 2025,
30% of FTTH connections in rural
areas of France will be operated by
Orange Concessions. Over the past ten
years, Orange has been the undisputed
leader of this major infrastructure
project in France. I am now delighted
that long-term investors – recognised
for their infrastructure expertise and
their proximity to local authorities –
have acquired a stake in Orange
Concessions. Orange is more
committed than ever to being the go-
to partner for local authorities in their
regional digital development projects”.

INTELSAT REGISTERS
LOSSES

The Satellite operator, Intelsat
has registered a series of losses in the
last 3 quarters. Intelsat has posted a
net loss of $145.7 million for the third
quarter compared to one of $15.9
million in the same period last year.

At the same time, its total
revenue for the three months ending
September 30 increased by $36.6
million, or 7%, to $526.1 million
compared to Q3 2020. This, the
company notes, was primarily due to
consolidation of revenue from its
commercial aviation business. EBITDA
was $146.1 million for Q3 compared to
$266.7 million for the same period in
2020, reflecting lower interest expense,
lower income, and higher reorganisation
fees. 



GTPL REVENUE GROWTH
CONTINUES

GTPL Hathway’s internet
service provider (ISP) business grew
by 50 per cent YoY, according to its
financial results for Q2 FY2022. The
company reported consolidated
revenues of ` 605.2 crore up by four
per cent YoY.

The company’s paying
subscribers stood at 7.35 million out
of which 2,75,000 are FTTX subscribers
at the end of H1 FY22. It added 1,00,000
net broadband subscribers in H1 FY22.
The broadband average revenue per
user (ARPU) for Q2 FY22 stood at `
440 which is up by two per cent YoY.

DISH TV SPURNS CALL FOR
EGM

As in the
ongoing tussle
between Zee &
Invesco, the
same scene is
being replicated
at Dish TB
where Dish TV
Board responds
to Yes Bank’s
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The company had an 18.5%
operating margin in this quarter
despite a lingering impact of the
Covid second wave. Entertainment
margin was at ~19%; ex-film revenue
up 31% YoY (up 20% vs Q2FY20.
News margin was at ~18%; revenue
up 18% YoY (15% vs Q2FY20).
PAT rose to Rs. ~231 cr (2x of
Q2FY21, ~4x of Q2FY20), driven by
improved revenue performance,
controlled opex and lower finance
costs. 

NETFLIX REVENUE GROWS

Netflix's Q3 revenue jumped
16% year-over-year to $7.5 billion,
while operating income rose 33% to
$1.8 billion. The platform added 4.4
million paid net adds vs. 2.2 million in
Q3’20 on the back of a stronger content
slate. Netflix had a lighter-than-normal
content slate in Q1 and Q2 due to
COVID-related production delays in
2020

For Q4’21, Netflix has forecast
paid net adds of 8.5 million,
consistent with Q4’20 paid net
additions. For the full year 2021, it
has forecast an operating margin of
20% or slightly better. This means
that Q4’21 operating margin will be
approximately 6.5%, compared with
14% in Q4’20. The year-over-year
decline in operating margin is due
mostly to backloaded big content
release schedule in this Q4, which will
result in a roughly 19% year-over-
year increase in content amortization
for Q4’21 (compared with ~8%
growth year to date). 

notice, says EGM cannot be called.
Dish TV has turned down Yes Bank’s
call for an Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM), stating that the
meeting cannot be called, as it will be
in violation of the extant laws.

The Bank which holds a 25.63
per cent stake in Dish TV India Ltd had
demanded an EGM to be convened, to
oust the current directors and
managing director Jawahar Lal Goel
from the Company.

The Board said that it
considered the factual background, as
also the legal advice and the opinions
received from various legal experts.

TV18 INCREASES PROFITS

TV18 Broadcast Limited has
announced its financial results for
the quarter ended September 30th
2021. The company's consolidated
EBITDA for the quarter increased
47% YoY, 2.3 times that of Q2FY20.
The operating margin grew at 18.5%. 

News and entertainment biz
saw improved profitability, as per the
company's statement. The revenue
growth was driven by viewership.
The company recorded its highest Q2
revenue (ex-film), growing at 28%
YoY and 18% with respect to
Q2FY20. 

The company is also looking to
build a strong sports portfolio and
have acquired rights to FIFA World
Cup 2022 and three other major football
leagues. Its OTT platform Voot saw
substantial growth in paid subscriber
base thanks to its exclusive property
Bigg Boss OTT. 
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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DISH DOCTOR

ESD & GPON
Q: Please explain Extended Spectrum DOCSIS
(ESD) & Gigabit Passive Optical Networks (GPON)
and the advantages of both the technology.

Vikram Motwane, Nasik
Ans.: Extended Spectrum DOCSIS (ESD) allows operators
to extend the usable downstream spectrum on their
existing HFC networks up to 1.8GHz. The current standard
is DOCSIS 3.0, and most ISPs require a DOCSIS 3.0 or
newer modem if you're adding a new one to your plan.
DOCSIS 3.0's highest possible speed is 1Gbps, also known
as “Gigabit internet." However, there's also a new standard,
known as DOCSIS 3.1, which maxes out at a whopping
10Gbps.

Gigabit Passive Optical Networks is a fiber optic
technology (GPON Technology) that allows a higher
speed of transmission and reception of data through a
single fiber. With a point-to-multipoint architecture, it will
enable optical fiber to the home, or a building. A laser in
the OLT injects the photons from the central office to a
fibre-optic cable made of glass and plastic that ends at a
passive optical splitter. The splitter breaks the single
signal from the central office into numerous signals that
may eventually be distributed to up to 64 customers.

DOCSIS 3.1 (10 Gbps/2 Gbps) may offer more than
GPON (2.5 Gbps/1.25 Gbps) – but fibre infrastructure can
be reused for XG/NG-PON, with better capacity than
DOCSIS 3.1. ... The reason is the necessity of DOCSIS
3.1's continuous investment in additional channels to keep
up with growing traffic consumption.

Fibre deployment yields lower TCO and better
return – at about the same cost as migration from DOCSIS
3.0 to 3.1. CAPEX per bit of bandwidth (i.e. cost per
capacity) is lower for GPON than it is for DOCSIS 3.x. In
effect, the throughput of GPON is less expensive than the
throughput of DOCSIS 3.x. Recall that the downstream

[-esaDI Aa Or jaIpIAa oena[ -esaDI Aa Or jaIpIAa oena[ -esaDI Aa Or jaIpIAa oena[ -esaDI Aa Or jaIpIAa oena[ -esaDI Aa Or jaIpIAa oena
p `Sna: kRpyaa e@saT o MD oD sp o@T /ma p `Sna: kRpyaa e@saT o MD oD sp o@T /ma p `Sna: kRpyaa e@saT o MD oD sp o@T /ma p `Sna: kRpyaa e@saT o MD oD sp o@T /ma p `Sna: kRpyaa e@saT o MD oD sp o@T /ma DOCSIS ³[ -esaDI´ Aa Or ³[ -esaDI´ Aa Or ³[ -esaDI´ Aa Or ³[ -esaDI´ Aa Or ³[ -esaDI´ Aa Or
gaIgaaibaT pOisava Aa ^iPTkla na oTvak- ³jaIpIAa oena´ Aa Or da onaa o MgaIgaaibaT pOisava Aa ^iPTkla na oTvak- ³jaIpIAa oena´ Aa Or da onaa o MgaIgaaibaT pOisava Aa ^iPTkla na oTvak- ³jaIpIAa oena´ Aa Or da onaa o MgaIgaaibaT pOisava Aa ^iPTkla na oTvak- ³jaIpIAa oena´ Aa Or da onaa o MgaIgaaibaT pOisava Aa ^iPTkla na oTvak- ³jaIpIAa oena´ Aa Or da onaa o M
tknaIikyaao M ko fayado ko baaro mao M batayao M.tknaIikyaao M ko fayado ko baaro mao M batayao M.tknaIikyaao M ko fayado ko baaro mao M batayao M.tknaIikyaao M ko fayado ko baaro mao M batayao M.tknaIikyaao M ko fayado ko baaro mao M batayao M.

ivaËma maa oTvaana o ¸ naaiSakivaËma maa oTvaana o ¸ naaiSakivaËma maa oTvaana o ¸ naaiSakivaËma maa oTvaana o ¸ naaiSakivaËma maa oTvaana o ¸ naaiSak
]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: e@saToMDoD spo@T/ma DOCSIS ³[-esaDI´ Aa^proTraoM kao Apnao maaOjaUda
ecaefsa I n a oTv ak - pr 1.8GHz tk ]pya a o g a  krna o  y a a o g y a
Da]nasT/Ima spo@T/ma ka ivastar krnao kI Anaumait dota hO.vat-maana maanak
DOCSIS 3.0 hO AaOr yaid Aap ApnaI yaaojanaa maoM ek nayaa jaaoD, rho hOM tao
AiQakaMSa Aa[-esapI kao DOCSIS 3.0 yaa nayao maa^Dma kI AavaSyakta haotI
hO.DOCSIS 3.0 kI ]ccatma saMBava gait 1Gbps hO ijasao ‘gaIgaaibaT [MTrnaoT’
ko $p maoM BaI jaanaa jaata hO.halaaMik ek nayaa maanak BaI hO ijasao DOCSIS
3.1 ko $p maoM jaanaa jaata hO jaao ik AiQaktma 10 Gbps kI gait p`dana
krta hO.

igagaaibaT pOisava Aa^iPTkla naoTvak- ek fa[bar Aa^iPTk To@naaolaa^jaI
³jaIpIAaoena To@naaolaa^jaI´ hO jaao isaMgala ko maaQyama sao DoTa ko T/aMsaimaSana AaOr
irsaoPSana kI ]cca gait kI Anaumait dota hO.pa^[MT–TU–malTIPaa^[MT Aaik-To@car
ko saaqa¸ yah Aa^iPTkla fa[bar kao Gar yaa ek [maart tk phuMcanao maoM saxama
banaayaogaa.AaoelaTI maoM ek laojar koMd`Iya kayaa-laya sao faoTaona kao glaasa AaOr
PlaaisTk sao banao fa[bar Aa^iPTk kobala maoM [Mjao@T krta hO jaao ek inaiYËya
Aa^iPTkla isPlaMTr pr samaaPt haota hO.isPlaTsa-¸ koMd`Iya kayaa-laya sao ekla
isaganala kao k[- isaganalaaoM maoM taoD,ta hO jaao AMtt: 64 ga`ahkaoM tk ivatirt ikyao
jaa sakto hOM.

DOCSIS 3.1(10 Gbps/2 Gbps) GPON (2.5 Gbps/1.25
Gbps) sao AiQak kI poSakSa kr sakta hO–laoikna DOCSIS 3.1 kI
tulanaa maoM baohtr xamata ko saaqa XG/NG-PON ko ilae fa[bar [MÍa^sT/@car
ka ifr sao [stomaala ikyaa jaa sakta hOººº[saka karNa yah hO ik DOCSIS
3.1 ko Aitir@t caOnalaaoM maoM inarMtr inavaoSa kI AavaSyakta hO taik baZ,to
T/Oifk kI Kpt kao banaayao rKa jaa sako.

fa[bar pirinayaaojana sao kma TIsaIAao p`aPt haota hO AaOr DOCSIS 3
sao 3.1 CAPEX p`it ibaT baOMDivaD\qa ³yaaina laagat p`it xamata´ ko maa[gaòSana
ko samaana laagat pr baohtr irTna- GPON AaOr DOCSIS 3.x kI tulanaa maoM
kma hO.vaastva maoM jaIpIAaoena ka qaùpUT DOCSIS 3.x ko qaùpuT kI tulanaa maoM
kma KcaI-laa hO.yaad rKoM ik DOCSIS ko ilae Da]nasT/Ima ÍI@vaoMsaI laa[saoMsa
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DISH DOCTOR

frequencies for DOCSIS are licensable. For example, to
achieve 1 Gbps in downstream, 24 EuroDocsis channels
(50 Mbps each) are needed, which yields 24 times the
license (per optical node). DOCSIS 3.x is problematic in
terms of upstream throughput (DS:US ratio is 5:1) and
cannot challenge the much better symmetricity of GPON
(with DS:US ratio 2:1). To overcome this inherent DOCSIS
limitation and increase upstream capacity, a massive
investment on top of DOCSIS 3.1 is required for more
nodes and more active equipment. GPON and DOCSIS
may be comparable today; GPON’s next evolutionary step
(XG/NG-PON), however, provides
indisputably better capacity than DOCSIS
3.1, reusing the same fibre infrastructure.

As copper coax is sensitive to
temperature variation, DOCSIS requires
repetitive maintenance of active amplifiers meaning that
the tuning of signal amplifiers is required several times
per year. In contrast, PON infrastructure is passive and
requires no maintenance. Similarly, DOCSIS requires a
power supply for active amplifiers, as well as controlled
(and cooled) locations for active amplifiers. Being passive,
PON infrastructure incurs no operating costs.

Migration from DOCSIS to PON can be a headache-
free process and can be performed in a sustainable manner.
Migration to PON with RF overlay for CATV protects cable
operators’ past/existing investments in the TV headend
and helps to prolong its life. Similarly, existing OSS/BSS
systems can be retained, integrating PON service
provisioning with a provisioning proxy and gaining full
end-to-end service visibility and provisioning. Specifically,
there are two major steps of migration from HFC to PON:
in 2017, upgrade to GPON; and in 2022, upgrade to XG/
NG-PON (assuming 2017 to be the start of migration).

DOCSIS 3.1 is incompatible with DOCSIS 3.0, and
migration to it is not an evolutionary upgrade. It requires
new CMTSs, new modems, re-segmentation of the
network, as well as repetitively licensable frequencies,
making the transition a perpetual investment. Migration
from DOCSIS 3.0 to 3.1 requires as many as six steps that
are all disrupt services and impact customer satisfaction:
in 2017, segment the network and upgrade CMTS
capacity; in 2018, upgrade to DOCSIS 3.1 for DS service
capacities; in 2020, upgrade and rebuild for US service
capacities; in 2022, shut down legacy RF TV and migrate
it to IPTV (necessary due to lack of spectrum); in 2023, re-
segment the network (node splits); and in 2025, face
complete saturation of US/DS channels – and inevitably
migrate to PON. 

yaaogya hO.]dahrNa ko ilae Da]nasT/Ima maoM 1 jaIbaIpIesa p`aPt krnao ko ilae¸ 24
yaUrao Da^i@sasa caOnala ³p`%yaok maoM 50 emabaIpIesa´ kI AavaSyakta haotI hO jaao
24 gaunaa laa[saoMsa ³p`it Aa^iPTkla naaoD´ p`aPt krta hO.DOCSIS 3.x
ApsT/Ima qa`upUT ko maamalao maoM samasyaaga`st hO³DS:US Anaupat 5:1 hO´ AaOr
jaIpIAaoena kI baohtr Anau$pta kao caunaaOtI nahIM do sakta hO³DS:USAnaupat
2:1´.[sa AMtina-iht DOCSIS saImaa kao dUr krnao AaOr ApsT/Ima xamata kao
baZ,anao ko ilae AiQak naaoD\sa AaOr AiQak saiËya ]pkrNaaoM ko ilae ko DOCSIS
3.1 ko SaIYa- pr baD,o pOmaanao pr inavaoSa kI AavaSyakta hO.GPON AaOr
DOCSIS  Aaja tulanaIya hao sakto hOM¸ GPON ka Agalaa ivakasavaadI
kdma (XG/NG-PON) hO¸ halaaMik ]saI fa[bar AvasaMrcanaa ka ifr sao

]pyaaoga krto hue DOCSIS 3.1 kI tulanaa maoM inaiva-vaad
$p sao baohtr xamata p`dana krta hO.
caUMik ka^pr ka^@sa tapmaana iBannata ko p`it saMvaodnaSaIla

hO¸ [sailae DOCSIS kao saiËya emaiPlafayaraoM kap
daohravadar rKrKava kI AavaSyakta haotI hO ijasaka

Aqa- hO ik p`it vaYa- k[- baar isaganala emaiPlafayaraoM kI T\yaUinaMga kI
AavaSyakta haotI hO.[sako ivaprIt¸ pIAaoena bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa inaiYËya hO
AaOr [sako rKrKava kI AavaSyakta nahIM hO.[saI trh DOCSIS kao
saiËya emaiPlafayaraoM ko ilae ibajalaI kI AapUit- kI AavaSyakta haotI hO¸
saaqa hI saiËya emaiPlafayaraoM ko ilae inayaMi~t ³AaOr zMDa´ sqaanaaoM kI
AavaSyakta haotI hO.inaiYËya haonao ko karNa¸ pIAaoena bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao
kao[- pircaalana laagat nahIM lagatI hO.

DOCSIS sao pIAaoena maoM maa[ga`oSana ek isardd- mau@t p`iËyaa hao
saktI hO AaOr [sao sqaayaI trIko sao ikyaa jaa sakta hO.saIeTIvaI ko ilae
Aaref Aavarlao ko saaqa pIAaoena maoM maa[ga`oSana kobala Aa^proTraoM ko TIvaI
hoDeMD maoM ipClaoÀmaaOjaUda inavaoSaaoM kI saurxaa krta hO AaOr [sako jaIvana kao
laMbaa krnao maoM madd krta hO.[saI trh maaOjaUda AaoesaesaÀbaIesaesa isasTma
kao banaayao rKa jaa sakta hO¸ pIAaoena saovaa p`avaQaana kao ek p`avaQaana p`a^^@saI
ko saaqa ekIkRt ikyaa jaa sakta hO AaOr pUNa- eMD–TU–eMD saovaa dRSyata AaOr
p`avaQaana p`aPt kr sakta hO.ivaSaoYa $p sao ecaefsaI sao pIAaoena maoM maa[ga`oSana
ko dao p`mauK carNa hOM¸ 2017 maoM¸ jaIpIAaoena maoM Apga`oD: AaOr 2022 maoM XG/
NG-PON maoM Apga`oD kroM ³2017 kao maa[ga`oSana kI Sau$Aat maanato hue´.

DOCSIS 3.1, DOCSIS 3.0 ko saaqa AsaMgat hO AaOr [samaoM
maa[ga`oSana ek ivakasavaadI Apga`oD nahIM hO.[sako ilae nayao saIemaTIesa¸ nayao
maa^Dma¸ naoTvak- ko puna: ivaBaajana¸ saaqa hI baar–baar laa[saoMsa yaaogya ÍI@vaoMisayaaoM
kI AavaSyakta haotI hO ijasasao saMËmaNa ek sqaayaI inavaoSa bana jaata
hO.DOCSIS 3.0 sao 3.1 maoM maa[ga`oT krnao ko ilae kma sao kma Ch carNaaoM
kI AavaSyakta haotI hO jaao saBaI saovaaAaoM kao baaiQat krto hOM AaOr ga`ahkaoM
kI saMtuiYT kao p`Baaivat krto hOM¸ 2017 maoM¸ naoTvak- kao ivaBaaijat kroM¸ AaOr
saIemaTIesa xamata kao Apga`oD kroM¸ 2018 maoM DIesa saovaa xamataAaoM ko ilae
DOCSIS 3.1 maoM Apga`oD kroM¸ 2020 maoM AmaoirkI saovaa xamataAaoM ko
]nnayana AaOr puna-inamaa-Na¸ 2022 maoM¸ puranao Aaref TIvaI kao baMd kr doM AaOr
[sao Aa[-pITIvaI maoM sqaanaaMtirt kr doM ³spo@T/ma kI kmaI ko karNa AavaSyak´¸
2023 maoM¸ naoTvak- kao ifr sao ivaBaaijat kroM ³naaoD ivaBaajana´ AaOr 2025
maoM yaUesaÀDIesa caOnalaaoM kI pUNa- saMtRiPt ka saamanaa kro–AaOr Ainavaaya- $p
sao pIAaoena maoM maa[ga`oT kroM. 
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CHANNEL CHANGES

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over
India in the past month.

84

IS 20 AT 68.5 DEG E
On 9th News Nation, News State MP
& CHG and News State UP & UK
have left 4116 V; Encounter TV has
started on 12682 V, clear; Afternoon
Church TV has left. On 10th News
18 Malayalam, News 18 Tamil and
News 18 Assam & North-East on
4034 V are now encrypted. On 13th
India TV Wiz has left 3922 V.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E
On 3rd Disney Junior Asia, Disney
Channel Indonesia, Disney Channel
Hong Kong, Disney Channel Asia
and Disney Channel Philippines have
left 3880 H; MyZen TV on 4000 H is
now in clear. On 22nd Disney Channel
Indonesia, Disney Junior Asia,
Disney XD Asia, Disney XD
Philippines, Disney Channel Hong
Kong, Disney Channel Asia, Disney
Junior Asia and Disney Channel
Philippines have started on 3880 H,
no SIDs.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 19th True Film Asia and True
Movie Hits have started on 10970 H,
encrypted; TVN Asia has left;
DreamWorks TV Asia has started on
11170 H, encrypted.

MEASAT 3/3A AT 91.5 DEG E
On 5th Thrill, Kix, Music TV, Lifestyle
& Fashion, MNC Sports 2, MNC
Sports 3, HBO Family Asia and HBO
Signature Asia have started on 12396
H, encrypted;  Fox Indonesia, Fox
Life Indonesia, Fox Movies
Indonesia, Fox Crime Asia, Fox
Sports Asia, Fox Family Movies, Fox
Sports 3 Asia, Fox Sports 2 Asia and
Fox Action Movies have left. On 15th

Fox Sports 2 Malaysia has left 10732
V. TVB Classic has started on 10852
V, Videoguard; Cartoon Network
Asia and 007 have started on 10892
V, Videoguard.; Astro 25 has left
10892 V. TVB Entertainment News
has moved from 11482 V to 11522 V,
Videoguard.

INSAT 4B/3A / GSAT 15 / GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEG E
On 13th Sansad TV has started on
11010 V, Irdeto; Abzy Movies has left
11050 V; Abzy Cool has left 11590
H; Sansad TV has started on 11170
V, clear; Lok Sabha TV and Rajya
Sabha TV have left; Ishara TV has
left 11510 V; Naaptol has left 11550
V.

CHINASAT 11 AT 98 DEG E
On 3rd Paramount Network Asia has
replaced Fox Movies Asia on 3975
V, Tongfang.

ASIASAT 2/5 AT 100.5 DEG E
On 3rd Vatican Media has started on
3860 V, clear; Star Chinese Channel,
Fox Business and Fox Action Movies
have left 4040 H.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 1st National Geographic Asia and
National Geographic Wild Asia on
4000 H are now in clear. On 3rd Fox
Crime Asia, Fox News Channel, Sky
News International, Channel V
International, Fox Movies Philippines,
Nat Geo People Asia, Fox Life
Malaysia and Fox Thai have left 3840
H; Fox Sports Philippines, Star
Sports China, Fox Sports Asia, Fox
Sports 2/3 Asia and Star Sports 2
China have left 3920 H; National

Geographic Asia and National
Geographic Wild Asia on 4000 H are
encrypted again; Fox Life Asia, Fox
Movies Asia, Fox Family Movies, FX
Asia, Fox Asia and Star Chinese
Movies Legend have left 4000 H; Take
Movies, Mega Movies, Shemaroo
TV, Rung TV and Love of Jesus TV
have started on 4146 H, clear;
CineGold, War News and Tum News
have left.

SES 7/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
On 3rd Channel Musik and DRW TV
have started on 11861 H, clear;
Kiswah TV has left; Tech Storm,
France 24 English, MyZen TV,
Paramount Network Asia, HBO Hits
and HBO Family Asia have started
on 12401 H. Fox Asia, Fox Movies
Asia, Fox Life Asia, Fox Family
Movies, Fox Action Movies, Golf
Channel Asia, KBS World and
Discovery Asia have left; RJ TV, BeIn
Sports 1 Indonesia, Golf Channel
Asia, HBO Signature Asia; Discovery
Asia and BeIn Sports 2 Indonesia
have started on 12461 H, Conax; Fox
Sports Philippines, Fox Sports 3
Asia, Channel V International and
Fox Sports 2 Asia have left 12461 H;
Tagalized Movie Channnel has
replaced Global Pinoy Cinema on
12711 H, clear. On 7th Channel V
International has left 2625 V. On 14th
Disney Junior Asia has left 2535 H
and 2595 V. On 17th FTV has
replaced Rodja TV on 11861 V, clear.

VINASAT 1 AT 132.0E
On 6th Disney Channel Asia has left
10968 H; Disney Channel Asia has
left 11549 H; Channel V International
has left 11629 H.
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