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WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE US?




EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

Elon Musk’s acquisition of Twitter has set the
pigeons fluttering amongst the Twitterati! The
Champions of Free Speech or the so called crusaders
will beup-inarmspost theacquisition. Thisisan attempt
to control the social media narrative by billionaires
ensconced in Slicon Valley or elsewhere!!

The social media platformsare anyway in the hands
of a few powerful billionairesand they control the power
of speech. The ambition to own a media network gives
the ultimate power in the hands of the powerful to control
the entire narrative. That’s why the current debate on
thecrossmedia ownershiprestrictionsisstirring ahornet’'s
nest. The timing of the debate isimmaculate and brings
up some of the contentious issues to the fore. Both the
issues of Twitter acquisition and cross media ownership
restrictions have been articulated vociferously by leading
media guru and columnist — Ashok Mansukhani in his
‘Media Beat’ column. Do give it a read.

The & B Ministry launches a broadcast seva portal
which is intended to reduce the turnaround time of
applications and help applicants track their progress.
This will bring an ease of doing business in the
broadcasting sector. This should be good for the
stakeholders.

The drop in subscribers for Netflix has prompted
themto have arelook at their business strategy and they
are all set to adopt the advertising model. Amazon has
upped itsinvestments on local content production, while
we hear of Netflix reducing its budget on local content
production. It will be interesting to see how this turns
out.

BARC'snewsrating still continuesto be challenged
by the news broadcaster s association. They need to usher
in moretransparency.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

NBDA’S BARC CONCERNS

There are concerns being raised
about BARC's news channel viewership
ratings by News Broadcasters and Digital
Association (NBDA).

Some television channels have
reported viewership growth and changein
rankings that appears to be unusual.

NBDA felt that the ratings showed
some of the channels having very high
growth and better ranking.

It'sfelt that it’s best to watch for 8 to
13 weeks for concrete proof of ratings.

DISNEY STAR
PUSH

Disney Star Indiais adopting the regional
route to grow and plans to launch two new Odia
channels in June. The channels-Star Kirano and
Star Kirano HD will goliveon June 1, 2022.

They recently announced the launch of its
new marathi movie channels- Pravah Picture and
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Pravah Picture HD which are scheduled to be launched
May 15, 2022.

5G WOES FOR BROADCASTERS

TRAI has ignored the woes of broadcasters and
its plea for the 5G spectrum allocation. The television
channels have been vocal over the
disruption of satellite services due
to the reduction of the guard band.

TRAI has not looked at the
plea for keeping a 100 MHz guard
band between the 3300-3670 MHz
range. TRAI suggested reducing the
guard band from 100 MHZ to 30
MHZ in thisrange.

The broadcasting industry
has been voicing its concern over the disruption of
satellite services due to the reduction of the guard band.
The TRAI hasissued itsrecommendations on the auction
of spectrum infrequency bandsidentified for IMT/5G.

SHEMAROO’S NEW HINDI CHANNEL

Shemaroo Entertainment announced the launch of
anew Free-To-Air Hindi GEC, * Shemaroo
Umang’. The new channel expands
Shemaroo’s presence in the broadcast
business adding to its existing portfolio
of FTA channels, Shemaroo TV and
Shemaroo MarathiBana. Shemaroo Umang
is currently available on DD Free Dish,
various M SO and will be available on all
major DTH and cable networks.

The channel will aso be available on Shemaroo's
OTT platform ShemarooMe.

ZEE MEDIA’S NEWS CHANNEL FOR
NCR

Zee Media Corporation Ltd. has launched an
exclusive news channel for the NCR region. The
channel ZEE Delhi NCR Haryanawill serveeveryday news
consumption and will be available as a linear television
channel across all DTH and M SO platforms, along with
the OTT streaming platform ZEES5.
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DISNEY STAR LAUNCHES MARATHI
CHANNEL

Disney Star launched a Marathi movie channel -
'Pravah Picture’ which will air on May 15, 2022. Pravah
Picture will bring the best of Marathi cinema on one
platform and launch with a robust
library of 200+ titles.

"Over the years, Star Pravah
has carved aspecia placeinthe hearts
of Marathi-speaking audiences,
making it a household name. We are UareE fEEEF{
thrilled to extend the Pravah brand
with Pravah Picture and bring to our viewers an exciting
new channel to further cater to their entertainment needs.
We are creating an opportunity for our audiencesto come
together to watch the finest Marathi titles with their
families and celebrate the Maharashtrian culture,” said
Kevin Vaz, Head - Network Entertainment Channels,
Disney Star.

DD FREE DISH GOES AGGRESSIVE

DD FreeDish is all aggressive and today has
become the largest DTH platform with a reach of more
than 43 million househol ds.

Prasar Bharati’s DTH service DD
FreeDishistheonly Free-to-Air (FTA) Direct-

To-Home (DTH) Service where the viewer
doesn’'t have to pay any monthly subscription
fee.

The latest e-Auction for alotment of
MPEG-2 slotsof DD FreeDishfor 2022-23, 63
channels were successfully allocated slots in
various genres. In News and Current Affairs
category, the number of channels has increased from 11
to 14, whilethe bucket of Hindi Music, Hindi Sports, Hindi
Teleshopping channels, Bhojpuri Movies and Bhojpuri
genera entertainment channel shasregistered growth from
13to16.m
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AMAZON PUMPS IN MORE FOR
CONTENT CREATION

Amazon has upped the ante for original content
production and made huge investments for the same.
Amazon launched over 40 new
titles in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu,
acrossoriginal series, original movies
and co-productions that it plans to
launch over the next 24 months.
Prime Video announced new
multi-year licensing deals and co-
productions with some of India's
biggest studios. Amazon completed 5
yearsin India and they will double investment in Prime
Video Indiaover the next fiveyears.
Amazon also launched Prime Video Store, its
transactional video-on-demand (TVOD) movie rental
servicein India.

NETFLIX PLANS NEW STRATEGY

As part of its new strategy to grow its business
Netflix will offer cheaper, ad-supported tiersto consumers
over the period of two years.

Reed Hastings, CEO, said, “We don’t have any
doubt that ads work. The ad model has matured enough
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and proven successful for rivals such asHulu and Disney.
Those who have followed Netflix

T T AAF &g d el o ufaEfed & e Aea wifed
g T IR @ T iR @

know that I’ve been against the
complexity of advertising, andama
big fan of the simplicity of
subscription. But, asmuch asl’'ma
fan of that, I'm a bigger fan of
consumer choice.”

This is for the first time in
Netflix’s history that the platform
will be making such amajor shiftin
the way it monetises.

Netflix lost 200,000

AT R B 9 AN € R H
ferem & Sifeean & Paems g 3
HADIWH &I AT B agd a2
g9i® € | Wi, faanr § e
U9 &, a1 &1 § SUHIEs &l
THE & 1 9gd a2 usiad & |
A2 @ giderd § U
TEAl AT B [H W H AU
TH & Al 4 31 931 aedd

subscribers in the first quarter of

2022 and thisloss of two lakh subscribersdoesn’ t include
the subscriber base from Russia, where the platform has
stopped streaming amid the Ukraine-Russia war.
Otherwise, the subscribers' loss would have crossed
7,00,000.

JIOSAAVN & HOICHOI COLLABORATE

JioSaavn & Hoichoi have collaborated wherein the
annual bundle will give users access to JioSaavn's high-
quality audio streaming catalogue, aswell
as access to premium regional
entertainment content — from popular
Bengali movies to origina shows — on
the Hoichoi platform

Vishnu Mohta, Co-Founder of
Hoichoi, said, “At Hoichoi, we have
always been passionate about widening
our user base and enthusiastic about
presenting our existing users with
differentiated content in collaboration
with brandsthat aim alike. | believe this partnership with
JioSaavn has the ability to generate mutually desired
engagement and growth. With this strategic brand
integration, we plan to present the audience with the
attractive package to our extensive library of new and
existing series along with the vast audio catalogue of
JioSaavn."
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SHEMAROOME PARTNERS WITH
AIRTEL

ShemarooMe's partnership with Airtel Xstream
Premiumisboundto strengthen ShemarooMe's presence
by tapping into Airtel’s 300+ million customer base across
India. With this partnership, userswill get
access to ShemarooMe’s vast content
library.

Hiren Gada, CEO — Shemaroo
Entertainment, said, “We are delighted to
partner with Airtel Xstream and expand our
reach across the country. The partnership
with Airtel will not just enable usto reach
out to awider audience but also allow the
users of Airtel Xstream to get access to
ShemarooM e’ svaried content repository.

With this association, we have

strengthened our longstanding
relationship with Airtel and look forward to more such
collaborations.”

Adarsh Nair, CEOA.irtel Digital, said, “ Shemaroo
isapioneer inthe content space, and we are glad to partner
with its video streaming app, ShemarooMe on Airtel
Xstream Premium. Through this partnership, Airtel
customerswill get accessto ShemarooM €' sentire content
library in addition to other OTTSs, unlocking the exciting
world of video entertainment for India’s growing tribe of
digitally connected audiences.” |
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MEDIA BEAT

An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.
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SOCIAL MEDIA SET
FOR A MAJOR CHURN

Social media is all set for a major
churn with Elon Musk’s acquisition
of Twitter. The Indian media and
the cross media restrictions has
been a topic of perennial discussion
and debate over the years.

Is it time to free Indian media from
cross media restrictions?
Ashok Mansukhani elaborates more
in the Media Beat column.

A. TROUBLING TIMES FOR
SOCIAL MEDIA?

IMPLICATIONS OF ELON MUSK BUYOUT
FORTWITTER

1 OnApril 10, 2022, Elon Musk declared himself an
activeinvestor in Twitter. On 14th
April 2022, heinformed the SEC
and the Twitter Board that he
would buy out the shareholders

in a.cash deal a 43 Billion USD || — 0 |+ 1

at 54.20 $ a share. -

2. Finally, the Twitter Board gavein.
A PressNotewasissued on April
25, 2022, announcing that Elon
Musk had bought out Twitter for 44 billion USD.

3. On 26th April 2022, Elon Musk tweeted that “Free
Foeech is the bedrock of a functioning democracy,
and Twitter isthe digital town square where matters
vital to the future of humanity are debated. | also
want to make Twitter better than ever by enhancing
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products with new features, making the algorithms
open source to increase trust, defeating the spam
bots and authenticating all humans. Twitter has
immense potential .”

A tweet by asocial mediaexpert Ethan Zuckerman
makes some pertinent points:

< We already know little about how Twitter
handles content moderation or algorithms.
Taking the company private makes it likely we
will know less.

< Weknow this: two billionaires will now control
four of the powerful digital public sphere
platforms.

% “First, we should limit our investment in social

networks we do not govern. No more begging

for better moderation.

Find a platform that wants you to govern, not
one that wants to moderate you.”

KD

S

Another Social Mediaresearcher M sAnjana Susarla
the Omura Saxena Professor at Michigan Sate
University isworried about the real motives of Elon
Musk inbuying out Twitter.

«» She says Twitter occupies a unique niche.
Twitter'sability to shape real-time discourseand
the ease with which data, including geotagged
data, can be gathered from Twitter has madeit a
gold minefor researchers.

«» Musk made several suggestions about changing
Twitter, including adding an edit button for tweets
and granting automatic verification marks to
premium users. Thereisno experimental evidence
about how an edit button would change
information transmission on Twitter.

« Musk hasalso indicated hisintention to combat
Twitter bots or automated accounts. Given
challenges such as doxxing (hacking with
malicious intent) and other malicious personal
harms online, user authentication methods need
to preserveprivacy. Thisisparticularly important
for activists, dissidents, and whistle-blowers.
“Advertising is Twitter. Musk’s vision is to
generaterevenuefor Twitter from subscriptions
rather than advertising. Without worrying about
attracting and retaining advertisers, Twitter
would have less pressure to focus on content
moderation.”
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«» “Thiscould make Twitter afreewheeling opinion
sitefor paying subscribers. I n contragt, until now,
Twitter has been aggressive in using content
moderation in its attempts to address
disinformation.”

SeveAndrioleof theVillanova Business school has
three major concerns:

% Fifteen billionairesown almost all of America’s
news media companies. Thisconcentration in a
few hands is dangerous for freedom of
expression.

What will Elon Musk do with Twitter? Thefree

speech umbrella setsup a false debate whereno
one wants to take a counter position.

<+ Without serious regulatory controls, massive
wealth enables the arbitrary creation of
oligarchies.

KD

o

COMMENT:

€ Indiaisamong thefirst countriesto attempt to rein

in the immense power of social media networks to
mould public opinion.

Elon Musk has been careful to accept that
different countries have diverse views on the
limits of freedom of expression. In a new tweet on
April 26,2022, Elon Musk said, “ By free speech,
| simply mean which matches the law. | am
against censorship that goes far beyond the
law. | f people want less free speech, they will ask
the Government to pass laws. Therefore,
going beyond the law is contrary to the people’s
will.

The business objectives of Elon Musk, primarily
for Tesla Cars, will make him |ean toward China.

It is well known that there are serious concerns
in many countries, including India, about some
targeted tweets stoking social tension through
the use of hate speech/fake news and the
pernicious use of bots in social media, especially
on Twitter.

More important to this writer is that Twitter
continues to function as a digital town square,
however imperfect. What the future holdsfor it and
social media remains to be seen.
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IMPACT OF TWITTER ON INDIAN PUBLIC
OPINION

1 Asperthelatest Satistadata, Indiahas23.6 million

active Twitter users as of January 2022. This
compares poorly to 340 million Facebook usersand
100 million I nstagram users. Yet Twitter hasplayed
a significant role in moulding public opinion in the
2019 national elections.

A recent and fascinating research study by the
Observer Resear ch Foundation titled Social M edia
and Political L eader ship, writtenby Dr ShamikaRavi
and Mr M udit Kapoor, providesacomprehensiveand
systematic analysis of the use of Twitter by two
contemporary Indian political leaders—Mr. Narendra
M odi and Mr Rahul Gandhi.

It describes trends on how often these leaders use
Twitter and how their audiences respond, explores
the rel ationship between the sentiment of atweet and
its amplification, and studies the impact of a change
inTwitter global policy inlate 2020 that added friction
before users could engage with tweets.”

Theresearchers quote apolitical thinker Mr Deibert
who outlinesthree painful truths surrounding political
Authority and social media.

7

« First, social media platforms are private
enterprises whose primary objective is to
maximise shareholders’ value and profitability
by pushing advertisements to individuals
through continuous and clever surveillance of
personal data.

« These platforms are designed as “ addiction
machines’ and tend to manipulate by appealing
to emotions at the expense of reason.
Manipulation masguerades as persuasion.

Third, the algorithms that induce attention are
the same instruments that facilitate
authoritarian and anarchist tendencies to
seduce ordinary people by sowing seeds of
“confusion, ignorance, prejudice, and chaos’
to“ manipulate and undermine Authority.”

This paper provides a comprehensive and systematic
analysis of the use of Twitter by two contemporary
Indian political leaders: Mr NarendraModi (NM), the
PrimeMinister of Indiaand Mr Rahul Gandhi (RG),
the defacto leader of the country’slargest opposition
party, the Indian National Congress. As of 31st
December 2021, Mr NarendraModi (NM) had more
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10.

than 75 million follower son Twitter compared to Mr
Rahul Gandhi’s (RG) over-20 million. From 1st
January 2019 to 31st December 2021, NM posted
9,477 tweets, while RG posted 1,835 tweets. NM
posted 8.6 tweets daily, while RG posted 1.7 tweets.

In terms of the total engagement (sum of retweets,
likes, and quotes), RG tweets generated 57,618
engagements (95% CI: 55,694 to 59,543). In
comparison, atweet from NM, on average, generated
33,801 engagements.

These results indicate that tweets with negative
sentiment attract more attention than those with
positive sentiment.

The second important finding is that private
enterprises, such as Twitter, are at liberty to alter
their policies and exert an outright large influence
on how messages are propagated.

At the same time, however, this raises an important
question for free societies: Should political issuesbe
propagated to private enterprises’ whims with
minimal public oversight, or should they be brought
into the ambit of regulation where an explicit code
of conduct is applied is established?

Associal media playsamoresignificant rolein public
and political life, these issues will become central to
debates surrounding these platforms and political
discourse.

COMMENT

This paper isa serious effort trying to examinethe

role of social media in modulating public opinion. The
2019 election showed the impact of social media in
creating an unbeatable electoral wave for the Ruling
Party. Social media like Twitter offers direct contact
with millions of followers for our political leaders.
Businessmen/Sports personalities and Film Sars all
have immense followers.

Recently, religious polarisation and attempts to

create communal cleavages have increased. The
Supreme Court has finally stepped in and warned the
Sate Governments to maintain public harmony. The
key lies in even-handed content moderation both by
social media/self-regulatory bodies and the
Government, especially vicious trolls on social media
and a hands-off “ safety net approach” to weed out fake
news and ‘hate speech’ This writer suggests a more
proactive approach by all concerned.
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NETFLIX DECLARES STUNNING LOSSES

@ Inlate April 2022, Netflix announced that it had lost
200,000 global subscribersin the first quarter,
“significantly missing the Street consensus forecast of
a 2.5 million gain and taking the overall total down
to221.64 million.” Thisisthefirst drop incustomers
for the service. The company has also said it will lose
another 2 million global net paid additions over the
three months ending in June 2022, “compared to a
consensus market forecast of 2.7 million.”

@ Netflix statesthat streaming iswinning over
linear, and Netflix titles are very popular
globally. However, our relatively high
household penetration - including many
households sharing accounts and competition-
creates revenue growth headwinds.”

4 In addition to our 222 m paying households, we
estimate that Netflix is being shared with over 100 m
additional homes, including around 30 m in the
UCAN region.

€ Macro factors, including sluggish economic growth,
increasing inflation, geopolitical events such as
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and continued
disruption from COVID, are likely impacting.

COMMENT

Netflix Co-CEO Mr Reed Hastings has admitted
that a subscription-only model may not work
everywhere. The future may see ad-supported content.

The CEO had earlier expressed puzzlement that
the vast Indian market was not generating more
subscribers. The latest data estimates Netflix paid
viewing in India at only 5.5 million customers.

Covid lockdown restrictions are easing up,
leading to a return to cinema halls. Millions are
watching streaming on mobiles. They need cheaper
pricing (now given), and economic woes due to high
inflationary trends and educated unemployment
reduced discretionary budgets.

In the considered view of this writer, English-
speaking audiences in India exceed not more than 150
million, and most people prefer their mother tongues
and regional languages. This is why the future of OTT
Streaming in India will be primarily regional rather
thaninternational . Even Netflix is starting to dub global
content into regional languages. Netflix will find the
going hard in India.
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B.

MEDIA OWNERSHIP/
CROSS-MEDIA RESTRICTIONS
- ARE NOT NECESSARY

OnApril 12,2022, the Telecom Regulatory Authority

of India (TRAI) issued a Consultation Paper titled
I ssuesRelatingto M edia Owner ship.

TheAuthority received areference from the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting dated 19.02.2021
seeking afresh set of recommendations for the 2014
recommendations due to faster digitisation and
adoption of OTT.

MediaL andscape:

TRAI has given its estimates of the current share of
the market asunder:

< Cable Distribution is 40% of the total
subscription base.

Pay DTH is38% of the total subscription base.

Free Dish TV is 22% of the total subscription
base.

Digital mediawill grow by 17% for 2021 to 2022.
TV will show degrowth by —9%.
Print will show degrowth by -38%.
Radio will show degrowth by -50% .
Digital and online gaming added an aggregate
of INR 26 billion.
Televison vsDigital Media
Television
« TheTV segment’srevenuewas|NR 787 billion
in 2019 and declined to 685 billion in 2020,
registering afall of 13% . Television penetration
remains robust at 61%.
Digital Media
¢ Internet Subscribersrose to 834.29 million in
September 2021. Data consumption per

subscriber also grew exponentially to 14.73 GB
per monthin September 2021.
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Digital subscriptionsreached INR 43.5 billion in
2020. Over 353.2 million peoplein India consume
the OTT platform.

Need For AMediaMarket Regulator ?
< Thedigital media landscape is marked by the
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dominance of alimited number of very large
players who have the wherewithal to
consolidate by acquiring smaller players. This
can reduce media pluralism by undermining
the diversity of new-age portals and online
media

«» However, another aspect remains about the lack
of accuracy of some online players. There have
been several cases of fake/ curated videos being
vira on socia mediaplatforms.

«» Theself-regulatory mechanism worksbest asa
‘Laissez-faire’ mechanism, applicableonly to those
who respect the guiding principles.

QUERY

€ Media can influence the opinion of the masses,
mor esothenewsmedia. Should therebeacommon
mechanism to monitor ownership of print,
television, radio, or other internet-based news
media?

COMMENT

The Convergence Commission of India Bill 2001
can be revived with timely updates. Various Acts like
Telegraph Act/Cable Act and Information Technology
Act can be subsumed. Simultaneously, multiple
Ministrieslike MIB/DOT/MEITY can be abolished. The
problemisthat vested sectoral interests, and Executive
ambitions will not allow this to happen.

7. MediaOwnership/Control

« The concentration of control has a negative
impact on mediadiversity and pluraity. There may
be thousands of MSOs and hundreds of TV
channelsin the mediamarket. Still, suppose they
areal “controlled” by only ahandful of entities.
Inthat case, there may be aninsufficient plurality
of news and views presented to the people.

« Moreover, more and more transnational
corporations are present in many sectors,
including various businesses in the media
industry. Therefore, thereis aneed to establish a
new system that focuses on capturing
crossholdings and direct/ indirect control of
different organisations by a common entity.

QUERY
Please suggest the most suitablecriteriato define
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T Y 32 AR TR e & @
@ AT & TWQ @@ 9@ 3 @A anee?

fevquiy
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7T | T A7 F [ [T @ Ra 3 st
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< R @I TEnIr 1 itz fafgar A7 agadr 7
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I AT o6 o T4 dad S Gl W J213T ENT
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and measur e owner ship/control and suitable
reasoning. Define control and prescribe the
statutory/ regulatory/ legal power sto enforcesuch
criteriaof control.

COMMENT:

If the objective is capturing data, which isfine. A
reporting mechanism can be formulated whereall direct
and indirect holdings in the media/digital sector are
reported half annually, and new additions/deletions are
provided within 30 days. This data can be provided to
the Competition Commission, which is well equipped
by law to determine monopoly and control.

8. MediaControl

o,

« Control of the media by political entities,
surrogate organisations and corporate entities
hasbeen invogueworldwide. Indiaisno exception
to mediacontrolled by corporate and ideological
interests. However, aquid-pro-quo guaranteeing
favourable coverage to the controlling entity can
never be ruled out in such a scenario.

KD

S

With the emergence of social media, theissues of
fake news and biased news are looming above
our heads. The horrific effects of fake news have
been manifested before society in the recent
incidents of mob lynching, riots, and sacrilege
cases. Against this backdrop, the need to ensure
mediaindependencefrom political and commercid
influences becomes morecritical.

QUERY

€ Should thelicensor, based on recommendations of
theconcerned monitoring agency/ regulator, restrain
any entity from enteringthemedia sector inthepublic
interest? Please elabor ate on your answer.

COMMENT:

The Indian Constitution clearly guarantees
freedom of expression subject to specific restrictions
under Article 19 (2). Further, under Article 14 of the
Constitution would be challenging to restrain any
entity.

A fair and transparent licensing regime needs to
be introduced instead of leaving approvals to executive
fiat. Finally, who decides what is public interest. Not a
politicised and polarised Executive.

A AT A9 & g @@ IuygE ATES
gad | Freaw & aReia & shit Fraaw &
8 "IESl & @ & @ fog denfis /
e /& afear FafRa & 1

feoqufy
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8. #Hifsanr fEFw
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4 FEET 3T BT AHA HATS Bl TR o ard
U [oFa=-T1-%1 @l A F0S T21 AT A1 Febetl ¢ |

< HY A & 7T 7 AT B A AT G
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9. MediaConcentration

7

< The Authority, in its Recommendations dated
12th August 2014, had recommended that only
the News and Current Affairs genre, including
business and financial news and information, is
of direct relevanceto theplurality and diver sity
of viewpoints and, hence, should be considered
as the relevant genre in the product market for
formulating cross-mediaownership rules.

7

< However, awide variety of content is broadcast
ontheGeneral Entertainment channelsandtheir
influence on public perception cannot be denied.
The Infotainment channels broadcast content on
awide array of subjects.

QUERY

€ What all genresshall beconsider ed to over seemedia
ownership to ensure viewpoint plurality? Please
elaborateyour responsewith justifications.

COMMENT

All genres certainly need to be considered for
overseeing media ownership to ensure viewpoint
plurality. But looking to the rapid digitisation of media
and creation of common content studios, it is difficult
to accept any “ overseeing” of media ownership.

10. Viewpoint Plurality

« TRAI, initsrecommendation dated 12th August
2014, had recommended that only television and
print segmentsbetaken to berelevant segments
to ensure viewpoint plurality.

7

< The business model pursued by social
networking platforms and search engines
encourages producing information that is
‘click-worthy,” independently of its accuracy
or public interest. The algorithms used by
social networking platforms and search
engines to provide users with a personalised
experience based on their individual
preferences represent a challenge to

ADVERTISE NOW'!
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feoquiy
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pluralism, restricting individuals' exposure to
differing viewpoints and newsfeeds.

< The Internet cannot be ignored in societal
administration, data privacy, the convergence of
services or access to the plurality of information
and viewpoints.

QUERY

Which media segment amongst thefollowing would
bereevant for encour aging viewpoint plurality?

1. Print mediaviz. Newspaper & magazine

gtz 3 JUER WiE & o0 @l & A
@ gfcraterd @i € |

< AT GIEH, =27 AT, Ja130 & drasid a1
T AT g Al TEAT d% Ugd § e B
TATHETA el foham ST Fehel € |

HelTel

eI qgad & TrdEed & & QR
§ | @9 a1 fifsan s gl @m?
1. Uz Aifsar srgfa g 9 a 9@

2. Television 2 . effee
3. Radio 3. A
4. Onlinemedia/Digital media/OTT & . ftemga s /fefrew difsan /sidd
5. All or someof theabove 5. IUUE FHI AT HB
COMMENT feoqufi

All media are relevant to determine viewer
plurality. The question is, how will it be monitored.
Can an independent agency monitor it? Does TRAI
have a media research cell? What will be done with
the data?

g9fl B agedT (4R T &7 & ferq 74T Hif=ar grfie
Z7arT 78 & [ sq@l AT 9 @ AEE | #7 b @
AT UAHT 37HT [T 7 Febell & 7T 278 @ 9T Hif=ar
o % & 7221 % A1 a4 faar JE?

11. Who Can Influence Viewer Plurality 11. i@l @ Ig@ar & BT AT H GhaT o 7

% The Television segment consists of important
playersintelevision distribution chain. Theseare
Broadcasters, Distribution Platform Operators
(DPOs) and Local Cable Operators (LCOs). Each
one of these players can influence the viewpoint
plurality.

QUERY

Should theword ‘media’ includetelevision, print
media, digital/online media, and other media
entities? Alternatively, Should ‘television’ as a
media segment includes only DPOs (including
L COs), broadcasters, or both to ensureviewpoint
plurality in thetelevision segment? Pleasejustify

& SelifaeH @S § Saifae fOav g § aeayel
RaareT ot ¥ | T oms, fadvor wiewnt siaved
(Zrdr=) A @ dae STy (T ) ¥ 13
7 g Raerel gfteshion &1 agadr il g9t &7
T % |

HeITel

Far ‘ifsar’ gteg 7 2efifasE, fye sHfsar,
fSiTea /s Hiftar ofiv o= #ifsan sarEal
e € anfee? dafvas s & @ difgan
T 3 w7 F REH § daw e (TeEdish
qied), JAR® a1 A P § e efifes
s § gRealv & ggaar ghidad & @& Tguan

I AT @1 oo g A7

COMMENT froqufy

q¥ 21l T2 9T fa@ &7 @l T & | Qg 130
fifera difsar wewT % forg gARoT AR & T W
gz & gmr 99 % s 18 a6l 4, 39 FEayo
HATET FT &I6T & & [o7g T F4 T4 [ T & |

your answer.

The entire TV segment needs to be considered.
LMOs are the true purveyors of broadcast content to
the 130 million video subscribers. In the past 18 years
of TRAI broadcast regulation, very little effort has been
made to tap this vital resource.
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12. CrossMediaRestrictions

«» Thefirst method is restricting ownership based
on mere presence, i.e., a blanket ban on control
over media outlets in more than one media
segment.

KD

o

Thesecond method isrestrictionsbased on market
sharein mediasegments. Mediaentities exceeding
prescribed market share thresholdsin two or more
mediasegmentswould haveto withdraw from one
of the segments.

QUERY

Would it beappropriateto put restrictionson cross-
media owner ship in one or more types of media
segment based on the mer e presence of an entity in
any segment in arelevant market.

COMMENT:

This is a completely outdated concept. Today,

with the content created digitally and utilised in
multiple media modes, cross-media restriction is
unnecessary. The customer has a vast power of choice
and constantly switches between Print/Digital/TV/
OTT streaming.

13. Merger and amalgamation

In 2014, TRAI recommended that Mergers and
Acquisitions (M & A) in the the media sector should
be permitted only to the extent that the rule based on
HHI is not breached. However, another set of
arguments in light of the reduced barriers of entry
with the emergence of digital media is that the
popularity of digital mediaisrising inthe contemporary
world. Due to minimum barriersto entry therein, the
plurality of the viewpoints availablein digital Media
is abundant.

QUERY

Because sectoral regulators have played an
essential rolein bringing necessary regulationsto
facilitate growth and competition and promote
efficiency in operations of Telecom Services
(Telecommunicationsand Broadcasting), in your
opinion, should Merger & Acquisitionsinthemedia
sector be subjected to sector Specificregulations?
Pleasejustify your response.
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COMMENT:

The NCLT/Competition Commission and Ministry
approval is sufficient in the current system.

14. Vertical Integration

% The main issue for the Authority is the need to
ensure that the broadcast and distribution sector
isfree and able to provide, from awide range of
sources, factual news, and information to the
consumers.

«» Ownership and control must not be allowed in
any way to restrict this. Though the vertical
integration of variousentitieswithin aparticular
sector resultinareduction in cost to the company
as well as offers economies of scale, it often
manifests in the form of ills of monopolies, viz.
higher cost to the consumers, blocking
competition, creating a barrier to entry for new
players to venture into the sector, deterring
innovations, deterioration of the quality of service
to the consumers in the long run etc.

QUERY

€ Should any entity beallowed tohavean interestin
both broadcasting and distribution companies/
entities?

COMMENT

No. Not exceeding 20 %. Thisisto avoid a lack of
a level playing field.

15. MediaHolding Disclosures

+» Fromtheforegoing discussions, one can see quite
a few disclosures/reports that the stakeholders
must make/ submit to the licensor (M 1B) and the
Regulator (TRAI). A question arises about
whether these disclosures are necessary and, if
yes, whether they are sufficient?

QUERY

€ Do you think that the disclosures/ compliance
reportsfor different typesof licenseesasdescribed
in Part |1 of Chapter VI aresufficient to ascertain
the media Ownership/ Control by certain
entity(ies)? If not, please specify what additional

fewqufi
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details should be sought by the licensor or the
regulator for effectivemonitoring.

COMMENT

While the system of self-reporting is an excellent
way to determine direct and indirect media ownership,
TRAI needsto coordinate with the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs to cross-check the voluntary filing of data.

C. IS RELIANCE BODHI
SYSTEM VENTURE A DEAL-
BREAKER?

1 On April 27, 2022, Reliance
Industries informed the Stock
Exchanges that it had entered into a
strategic partnership with Bodhi Tree
Systems, a platform of Mr James
Murdoch’s Lupa Systems and Mr
Uday Shankar, to form one of the
“largest TV and digital streaming
platforms’ in India.

2. Bodhi Tree Systems is a newly formed
platform between L upa Systemsand Mr
Uday Shankar to leverage the partners
shared track record of building iconic
businesses and shaping the media
landscape in Indiaand globally.

3. Bodhi Tree Systemswill lead afundraise
for Rs. 13500 crores, and Reliance
Projectswill contribute Rs. 1645 crores.
The Qatar Investment Authority is an
investor in Bodhi Tree Systems.

4. JioCinemaOTT app will betransferred to
Viacom 18. Paramount Global (formerly
known as Viacom CBS) will continue to
supply International premium content.

5 Intheir statement, Mr JamesM ur doch and
Mr Uday Shankar stressed leveraging
technological advances, particularly
mobile, to provide meaningful solutions
to meet everyday media and
entertainment needs at scale. We need
to reshape the entertainment experience
across more than 1 billion screens.
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COMMENT

A lot of helpful media euphoria has been created
on the proposed joint deal. One key feature missing
in the joint statement is the absence of any mention
of Reliance bidding for IPL rights even though Sports
18 1 and Sports 18 1 HD were launched on April
15,2022.

Asper mediareports, Viacomhasalready acquired
FIFAWorld Cup broadcasting rights in which Reliance
isa majority shareholder. Football broadcasting rights
for European football have been acquired. Viacom'sOTT
platform Voot and VHI will shift to Sports 18. Reliance
has already acquired Badminton World Federation
Rights.

Bidding for the IPL rightswill start in mid-June.
Other strong contenders are Disney-Hotstar/ Zee-
Sony/ Amazon/ Facebook Meta and Google/YouTube.
and maybe Adani Group, which has just floated a
media company. The | PL tender isfor 2023-2027, and
BCCI claimsa possible windfall of Rs. 50,000 crores.

Mr Uday Shankar has been the most dynamic
Broadcast Television Leader in the past 20 years. He
led Star in grabbing the current IPL rights. But in
2022, viewer fatigue has set in, and there is a steep
fall in audience ratings halfway through the 2022
IPL matches. People are back in offices. Cinema halls
have opened. The two top teams, Mumbai Indians,
and Chennai Super Kings, have under perfor med.

Bodhi Tree Systems has its work cut out for
itself. Will it pull off a miracle against strong
contenderslike Disney/Hotstar and Zee/Sony in terms
of sports rights and share of the audience remains to
be seen.

Personally, this writer admires Mr Uday
Shankar and wishes him well in his stupendous task
to make Reliance Viacom the top TV and Mobile
content in India. B

feoquiy
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CROSSMEDIA OWNERSHIP

REDEFINING MEDIA
OWNERSHIP

Media Ownership is a topic of intense debate.
Be it the restrictions on cross media ownership
and other loopholes which needs to be
plugged in a changing and volatile media
landscape. Scatmag looks at the emerging
scenario and the various pitfalls.

Cross-media ownership is the ownership of
multiple media businesses by a person or entity. The
need for viewpoint plurality arisesfrom the premise that
in the marketplace of ideas, the readers, viewers, and
listeners seek to read, view and listen to diverse opinions.
In case an entity owns a newspaper, television channel
and radio channel, it islikely that the consumers would
get same or similar views across the
three forms of media leading to an
undesirable situation. In addition to
diverse views from different media
segments, thereisan inherent need for
internal diversity as well. In other
words, the mediaentity isrequired to
portray diverse opinions and
perspectives because the readers/
viewers deserve to get wholistic
analysis/ commentary.

On the other hand, vertical
integration in the broadcasting sector refers to
Ownership/Control of content/broadcasting services and
distribution servicesby asingle entity. Vertical integration
of broadcasters with Distribution Platform Operators
(DPQ), i.e., cable/ HITS/ DTH/ IPTV operators, can restrict
horizontal competition as these practices can adversely
affect competition and promote monopolistic practices.

Inview of MIB’sreference, the Authority isissuing
this consultation paper for seeking comments/views of the
stakeholders on the need, nature, and level of safeguards
with respect to horizontal & vertical integration in the
broadcasting and distribution sectors and cross holdings
across various media sectors.

INDIAN MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT (M&E)
LANDSCAPE: TRENDS AND CHANGES

In the past few years, the equation of various

Hifsar @ @l e
q IR BT

Afzar =i TeT a8 @ 9T 2 a a8
e agar 3T sifey Hifzar 9Resd ¥ 37 &
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A 2T wE U iod 1§37 81T & Hi=al
T N T 2 | 32HT &l agadn &l Aavddwhdl 39
HEW T IO 2l © [ 9l & aia § e, a9d A
T Ueh THIETYS, Zeliiaor obd 31 1237 I9d &l diieidh
Z, @ 98 AWET © o SUHeAnat &l qfsar & oW wan §

T AT FH ferar T 2T, For sas
farfer et &nl | fafr difzan ==t & fafaw
feraml & e, siane ffedr & 9
UH FHaMted AEEHd ¢ [T g F,
& [b| & & aegdar & Fiih
e /3397 T f9eroT /oo are &
& U E|
T AR, TR & § A ThIBio
fereor st & T /FEEe @ qeiid &var @ | e
WA Sl (S ), A B /T /e /
ARG AW & FY TATHI @l SIS THih,
e Tiere T fedterd 7 Hehdl & aditeh I T Uit
%1 icidpe =4 H THITT Y Fabcll © A7 THIIHT T3 B
FeTdT & T ¢ |

THEAT & FaY & TeAaTy, Iers?or 39 Wl W &
T AW A & § afdehd g Eieied Udhidio AN
fafi Aifzan e § & afee™ & q99 § a9gahdl, Yehid
AT T U & T W Rqdwant @ fewirt /femmi @ am
& fog 1 &7 =T R |
AT difsar st Ao (TiusE) dAs@a
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segments of M&E industry is undergoing change with
revenue of print, television and radio sector declining
while the digital media is seeing a significant rise in
revenue. According to various KPMG Analysis/ reports,
the trends in various segments of M& E sectors can be
described as follows:

¥ frTae & A1 wides SEm & [ 8T & A9 9ed T8
% | it ot frserar /Fdf & siAw, wiass adi &
faft =i 4 w31 FegAr aftfa fed o aed &

Table 1. Recent Trends of M & E Segments
Year wiselndustry size (inINR billion, i.e. Rs. 100 Crores)

FY14 | FY15 | FY16 | FY17 | FY18 | FY19 | FY20| FY21P|FY22P | FY20growth | FY21Pgrowth
over FY19 over FY20
Digital 2 47 6 &% (121 | 173 | 218 | 24 33 26% 1%
Y% 433 | 40 | 552 | 5% | 62 | 714 | 778 | 708 769 % -%%
Print 248 | 268 | 288 | 38 | 319 | 3B | 306 | 18 2% -8% -38%
Radio 17 20 3 24 2 2 5 12 17 -11% -50%

Among the TV distribution sector, according to
BARC IndiaTV Universe 2020, the market share of various
distribution channelsis as follows:

2t faaeor e |, ae 3fEan ged 2020 & AR
AT favor It &1 aei REREET 39 UaT 2

Figurel: Shareof VariousDistribution Channels

Apart from the general trend, the M&E sector has
undergone a drastic change owing to the technological
developments, particularly those related to | P technology
and increased use of packet switched digital
communications which have made converged services
possible. The telecom networks can now provide accessto
internet and broadcast content in addition to
telecommunication services. For example, Jio Fiber, started
tobundlevaried Over The Top (OTT) platformslike Disney
+ Hotstar, Zee5, Amazon Prime Video etc. Similarly, the
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) are aso bundling

AT GGl & 3FEl, T U2 § & § ddbrihl ([de,
99 =q 7 E debihl T HalRT AT Uabhe Racs Zivea
AW % ded IUATT & BV WHT GEdld 3Tl &, O daad
FAT BT FYG G A0 | TEN qedd 39 @EAN Fans
% FAAET 32T AX YARY AMU O g9 UM & Hohd
T |3ee & fou G wiea?, 9 Bl W geRn, Al 5,
I UTEH A onfe S fafe sier-d-2rm (3mer)
W &l G5 I I &Y (21 € | 347 7 faa wiew
ST (M3 7 ST Fansit & @ Tered qarst &
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DTH services with OTT services. For instance, Reliance
launched JioTV+ in July 2020 which enables consumersto
accessover 12 OTT platformsviaits Set Top Box.

Thetechnological convergence has manifested itself
in changed consumer choices which, in turn, reflect the
evolving dynamics of the M& E Sector. Digital and online
gaming was the only segments which grew in 2020 adding
an aggregate of INR 26 hillion. Consequently, their
contribution to the sector expanded to 23% in 2020 vis-a
vis 16% in 2019. According to PwC Report of Global
Entertainment and Media Outlook 2020-2024, with a
compound annual growth rate of 28.6%, India will be the
fastest growing

OTT market. It predicts 16% year-on-year declinein
TV ad revenue and 59% year-on-year declinein box office
revenuewhile predicting a16.1% growth in digital newspaper
and circulation revenue. The chapter, now, discusses the
recent developments of each sector.

TELEVISION

The television service sector in the country mainly
comprises cable TV services, pay DTH services, IPTV
services and free to air DTH services. The terrestrial TV
services have generally been phased out by Prasar Bharti
with the decision to phase out the obsolete Analogue
Television Transmitters (ATT). So far, more than 1000
Doordarshan ATTs have been closed in phased manner
barring around 50 AT Tsin strategic locationsin the country.
The following table provides certain statistical details of
Service providersin Broadcast Media:

F= 7 76 ¢ | TWE & forg Rem T g 2020 F
2T W wiva fohar AT SUMEAIE d A9 2 A9 dteT &
e 7 12 3 A ST W dd TgaT § Tad e & |
TA € A1 a&l § UAUSS & @l (Al Tdiadn &l g
2 |efSeq v itamgT T UhAEr TS o, S 2020 §
FEHT 26 3T F N 2 TN | TAAAT 2019 F 16% b1 A &
2020 ¥ 39 27 ¥ I ATEH 23% d% 9 TN | TWad Ueieie
U Aif2A Aeeqgd 2020-2024 FH GEapd FUR & AR
28.6% %I g AU Jrg &7 & T, T TG ol J e
I AT A 26T | 98 T e Terd § 16% Ae-ai-
AT FITE2 @l e 7T &, JAdih [2hied Jaar o A7
afHErr T § 16.1% @1 ghe @ AfaerEm T § TR
AT 3T U &5 & 2T & [ 9 Idl &l 2 |
efifersr

9T AT 4T &6 § [T W9 F dad 20al d4r, U
A B o1 Y| e A o 1 | e e e Ll e B 1 D
ST & | SToaferd TATANT ettt 2iMie? (T ) &l avvrag
T% T TG HH & FUF & A YA qEAT BT RgIA
2T Ha13T @l AR O I0EE B F T & T T
T | 3T T 9T ¥, T 2T § @9 50 T2IEl 6l BigdT
1000 H 3% 3759 TSI &l TUEE Tildh 4 a8 &7 (&l
T E | FEiatad 29| TR At § dar Yerish & g9
AR a7 Ue™ &7l € |

BROADCASTERS LG

1  Total No. of permitted channels 01 1. START OIS T 1 gl HeE 901
2 Number of Broadcasters (approx.) 30 2. T %I FE () 350
3 No. of Pay broadcasters 40 3. U AT @l T 40
4 No. of FTA broadcasters (approx.) 310 4. UHEQ GATG @l e (FH) 310
5  No. of Pay channels 27 5. 9O ol qE 327
6 No. of FTA channels 574 6. UHSU el dl FT 574
DISTRIBUTION PLATFORM OPERATORS(DPOS) forern e stae (ﬁaﬁ)

Mo = 1. THUHIT 1724
2 DTH o 2. R 04
3 IPTV 10 3. W 10
4 HITS oL &, fzm o1
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As per industry reports, the TV segment’s revenue
was estimated at INR 787 billionin 2019 and it declined to
685 hillionin 2020 registering afall of 13%.12Thisdeclineis
primarily attributed to the adverse impact of the pandemic
in the economy and absence of sufficient fresh content on
TV post mid-April 2020. Despitethis, tel evision penetration
in Indiaremains at 61%. Thus, television as a medium of
entertainment remains robust, providing the highest reach
to the brands in the country and continue to remain both
important and relevant.

PRINT

As per Registrar of Newspapers for India (RNI)14,
thetotal number of registered publicationsason 31st March
2020is1,43,423, which includes 14,508 newspapers. A total
of 1498 new publicationswereregistered in the year 2019-
20. From a language point of view, the largest number of
newspapers & periodicals—54,873 areregistered in Hindi,
followed by 19,766 in English. From a geographical
perspective, thelargest number of

TEN @l FUIE & AT 2019 § @l BT & T
787 faferae 9d o1 W 2020 ¥ T2 "HewT 685 faferaT &
T, B 13% @1 frmae & & T | 97 Rt g %9 4
AT § TEMNI & Ufcidgel T4 AT 3UA 2020 & T |
&1 97 qATa AT A 1 ARt & fog Beer ' 13
FESE WA ¥ Al &l 989 61 BFEl © |38 e T
% WM & B9 H olliga Fgd a1 g3 €, o § qiEl @
T g UM &l & AN FEdyul g Ui SMl &
T B |
iz

A & FHEN W & PN (ARG ) & AT

31 919 2020 T Goligd B Ol F FT 1, 43,423 ©
T 14,508 FHMET W 9 © |99 2019-20 F & 1498
T GBI Uil [ohdl T | 9TOT ol 32 H HaH AT J1 §
AT T A IREE-54,873 Bd § 9oligd ¥, 39% A%
FST § 19,766 % | AFTTAE SMeH F GHIOHT Sl qa9
TZI @ 21022 TAT T A |

publications — 21,022 are
registered in the state of Uttar
Pradesh followed by 19,631 in
Maharashtra.

With the proliferation of
smart-phonesand tabletsin India,
niche content in magazines and
hyper-local news in regiona and
English newspapers are expected

USAed &, 3% a18 HENTE § 19631
4

I § MEHH AT a0 &
T @ AT, U1 § e AR
AT T A ST T wh oA
A M THEE 9 N died
2 %l THE & | AhNTHE [TSTaerdr
T @l WTEAT 97 FaTl &7 & (o1,

to bethefocus. Torideon positive
advertiser sentiment, several
newspapers have launched local editions in regional
languages, for instance, Times of India has entered Kerala
and The Hindu has launched its 3rd edition in Kozhikode.

However, the global printindustry has been affected
by the unfavourable macroeconomic conditions like ease
of access, onlineavailability of news, overall globa economic
slowdown occasioned by the outbreak of pandemic etc. In
India also, the print media segment has been growing at a
subdued rate for the past few years. According to industry
reportsl5, print segment shrunk by 8.3% during 2019-20
with circulation revenue dwindling at the rate of 4.2%.
Further, Hindi and vernacul ar newspaper circulation revenue
fell by 20% in 2020 compared to 2019, while English
circulation revenuesfell by 50%.

With the passage of time, the influence of digital
news is likely to increase and a combination of print and
digital mediawill drive growth. Consequently, the print media
is rapidly embracing new technological innovations and

%5 TAEE W T EEE e ¥
T Th70] A= (haT 2, SETeT & [oTT 21397 30T 3121 7
i § yaa fFan & A 2 Ry ¥ anier § s drem
HHT Al AT % |
S UEd § AW, FAEE @l AMEE SUded, Ml @
T H I AT A M qel A Wi ga
T 9ra § o, fie fifzar =z fusa g adf 7 96 of a7 A
¢ 781 2 | TEM @l R & 3w, fiz =2 2019-20 & 3FH
8.3% M@gs T AN AGWIN T 4.2% @ W H uS
T | Z9% ST 2019 FT AT § 2020 7 &l A aHTRwT
AT AHAIE TG § 20% B TG 3T, Faih S
LAY T F 50% T B [FHTEe 3T |
Y A & A, [Bed wWEn & 99d ae al
AU & AR U2 T Rffed Az & FamH ¥ fFarm & afq
et | Feireta, fie Aifzan oo 1 99 Tt T @ T 78
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progressively utilizing e-services by launching e-versions
of their print newspapers, magazines, and directories etc.

Even though the print industry is adopting the digital
innovations, they are unable to tap the benefits of
digitization dueto the commanding share of tech giantslike
Facebook, Google, Twitter, Instagram etc. According to
Edelweiss Research, the Facebook-Google duopoly
controls 60% of all the digital spending. The publishers
allege that these tech giants are making money by
advertisement on the strength of their news content though
Facebook and Google claim that they are basically helping
publishers by directing traffic to their website.

In the past two years, internationally, quite-a-few
state agencies have intervened in the ongoing tussle
between Google-Facebook on one side and press &
publishers on other. Countries like Australia and France
have come up with laws for the fair sharing of revenue
between these tech giants and press publishers. At the same
time, as a truce, Google has decided to launch News
Showcase and Facebook has come up with the news tab
wherethey will pay for the newsto the publishers. On 25th
February 2021, Indian Newspaper Society, an association
representing around 800 publishers, approached Google
asking it to compensate them for carrying their content
online and share 85% of the ad revenue. It said that Google
is taking a ‘giant share of advertising spends' leaving
publishers with a small share and that the publishers are
facing avery opaque advertising system asthey are unable
to get the details of the Google advertising value chain.

Although Facebook announced its plan to launch
Facebook News in India, there have been no recent
developmentsin India. However, Google launched Google
News Showcase in Indiaon 19th May 2021. It has signed
agreements with 30 Indian publishers to offer access to
some of their contents on News Showcase. The publishers
includeAmar Ujala, Asian NewsInternational (ANI), Deccan
Herald, Hindustan Times, Indian Express, NDTV, Punjab
Kesari, The Hindu, The Telegraph India, Zee News, etc.

Inthelight of theinitiatives of Google and Facebook,
thereis agrowing opposition against the state intervention
and a support to self-regulatory regime. However, one
cannot deny that state interventions have played a
significant role in addressing the grievances of the news
publishers and bringing the partiesto the negotiation table.
Further, digital mediaisarapidly developing area. In future,
new tech giants may also join the digital media.
Consequently, certainty, stability and predictability in the
regulatory regimeisrequired.
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DIGITAL MEDIA

The advent of 4G based telecom networkshasfuelled
unprecedented growth in wireless broadband subscribers
in India. Number of internet subscribers increased from
795.18 million a the end of December 2020t0 834.29 million
at the end of September 2021. Total telecom subscriptions
were 1,189.15millionin September 2021 ascomparedto 1,174
million in December 2020. Thetele-density number inIndia
isnow 86.89% but is heavily skewed towards urban areas
with tele-density of 138.72% in urban areas and just 59.33%
inrural areas. Not only hasthe number of subscribersgrown,
but the amount of data consumption per subscriber has
also grown exponentially. Per capita data consumption was
14.73 GB per month in September 2021 against 884.29 MB
per monthin 2016.

Only few M& E segments have been able to remain
resilient through the course of the current global pandemic.
Digital mediais one such market segment. In 2013, there
wereonly acoupleof OTT platformsin Indiawith very few
viewerswhilein 2020 therewereover 40 OTT video platforms
in Indiawith 400 million customers which are expected to
grow to 555 millionintheyear 2022.

The pandemic has changed viewership preferences.
It has steered the

fefrew #ifgan

& ST e THAR Head & A J 9T § arierd
A= Medi § AYAYd gis & Fgran e & | fidew 2020 &
3§ S MEhi dl T 795 .18 [Wierdd 7 dedh? Ay
2021 & 31 ¥ 834.29 fferad &1 T | feHa? 2020 ¥ 1174
faferer 2ot e H Fidar 2021 ¥ d THAR FSHIWH 1189 .15
fafera o1 | Y ¥ 2ot G 319 86.89% € | Wik 9r&T
& § A 138.72% AT M &6 § dhad 59.33% &
Y IR T @l AT agd AHH FHE ¢ | T dad TEhl i
T ¢l 7, dfedh Yid Tedh =21 T9d &l A 97 o F del
2 | e 2021 % 9fay afed 221 39 14.73 ST 9f A2 o,
ST 2016 § 884.29 THET gfy 4rE o7 |
T a9 Ted | qem o | 2fsea fifsan usw U & g T
% 12013 H, WA ¥ 980 @A 3@ & WY dad FB AR
@EH ¥, Fdich 2020 ¥ 400 Wt Teht & MY wd §
40 7 3R SERT Al WewH ¥, S 99 2022 § agHT
555 fafera &9 &1 I0iiE 2 |

eI T ST Bl UHE B a5 (54T € | 3 SR @l

fefste wewH a7

viewers towards
higher consumption
on digital platforms.
Lockdowns and

Table2: Growth of OTT Video customers

OTT Video customer base (in million)

qYH TIT Bl AT
T fmIr 2
MBS 3T T

socid distancing have FY 20 | FY 21P | FY 22P T 9 Bigea

acted as a powerful - - : - : .

stimulant to employ | | Total OnlineVideoviewersin India 400 | 4% 556 SUHTIN BT IHTT &7

digitezlj t?cls. Total SVOD subscribersin India 2 40 57 % fo1Y us e

According to FICCI- ‘ > i

EY report%OZl digital || Total SVOD subscriptionsin India 2 41 &2 iﬂwb aar\u\aqhi*r rih‘rlj
’ fhaT & | Thaal-3aTs

subscriptions grew by
49% in 2020 to reach
INR 43.5 billion.

Note: SVOD subscribers and subscriptions refer to users directly
accessing and paying for online video streaming services.
Source: KPMG - India’'s Media & Entertainment Report 2020

FUrE @ AT 2020
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Further, according to
The Ormax OTT
Audience Report 2021, 353.2 million people in India are
consumersof OTT platform translating to 25.3% of Indian
Population.

Figure 2 depicts growth of revenues of OTT and
digital video services. Inthefinancial year 2020, digital and
OTT sector registered agrowth of 26 per cent which isthe
highest amongst other segments of the M& E sector.

A key trend in 2020 wasthe entry of Indian language
OTT platforms like HoiChoi (Bengali), Planet Marathi

49% TTHT 43.5
fafere »U9 9% U5 T |39 AT SR e 29
fure 2021 & AT WEA § 353.2 FfeEd @ R
IR & YU &, A1 YEdT ST &l 25.3% ¢ |

feer 2 3R A Bfted difear Jash & o §
ghs I g7 2 | o a9 2000 F f2iqed AR SR aar 7
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(Marathi), aha (mrdt), @
(Telugu), Koode Figure2: Growth of revenuesof OTT and digital video (@e), #2
(Malayalam) and (T ) i et
City Shor TV . -
(Gujarati) which arr ZFT ()
challenged the aﬁ AT T
monopoly  of LT WIEHET Bl
Netflix and qqer o, T e
Amazon Prime AT U7 BB
apart from qTH @ AT
increasing the

focus on regiona
markets.31 There
is an increased

Source: KPMG - India’'s Media & Entertainment Report 2020

TR d TS
ST & UhITeInT
AT 21 |37 A

investment in
regional language
content by all language platforms as well. In the past year,
the huge success of regional movieslike Drishyam?2, Village
Rockstars, Thackeray, and Jai Bhim are the evidence of
success of regional OTT content. According to Cll BCG
Big Picture Report 2021, the share of regional OTT mediain
FY 2020-21 is45-50%. Further, FICCI-EY report ontheM&E
industry, has reported that the share of regional language
consumptionon OTT platformswill cross50% by 2025 from
the 30% shareit heldin 2019, |eaving behind Hindi language
consumption at 45%.

CONTOURS OF MEDIA

OWNERSHIP/CONTROL

In light of the importance of media plurality and
viewpoint plurality, it becomes imperative to understand
the concept of media Ownership/Control and its
consequences.

MEDIA OWNERSHIP/CONTROL

Concentration of control has a negative impact on
media diversity and plurality. There may be thousands of
MSOs and hundreds of TV channelsin the media market,
but if they areall “controlled” by only ahandful of entities,
then there may be insufficient plurality of news and views
presented to the people. So, it becomesimperativeto clearly
define what constitutes or can amount to Ownership and/
or Control of amediaowning entity.

There is a distinction between ‘Ownership’ and
‘Control’. Ownership impliesapure economicinterestin
the form of equity or shareholding in acompany whereas
Control implies the ability to influence decisions in the
company, which is of great significance in the media
sector, as those who exercise Control over management

WEHHT BN &
AT AR § A Fa9T 91 7 | Ued U@ 9§ g9 2, foers
ST SIS [T bl AHAdT BT YA © | FISEE i
forT foeray RAE 2021 % AR fodad 2020-21 § &
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GISHM U7 ST T %1 T T e 2025 A6 50% B
T ST, ST 2019 § 30% oI, AT T EE IO & 45% @l
T @ U BIE 3 |
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of the company could also control the content, thereby
influencing the public perception and opinions. As
ownership of equity beyond a threshold level can
contribute to Control, the ownership is subsumed in the
definition of Control.

‘Control’ is deemed to be exercised through equity
ownership, appointment of directors, shareholding, loan
agreements, etc. Appendix | contains an elaborate
discussion on the definition of theterm‘ Control’ invarious
legal instruments.

A comprehensive definition of ‘Control’ has been
adopted in the Authority’s Recommendations on
“Monopoly/Market Dominancein Cable TV Services’ dated
26th November 2013 and “Recommendations on Issues
related to New DTH Licenses’ dated 23rd July 2014. The
same was recommended by the Authority in its
recommendations dated 12th August 2014 on media
ownership wherein the following has been mentioned:-

“6.1 The Authority recommends that the following
definition of Control should be adopted for all issues
concer ning media owner ship discussed in this paper:
Anentity (E1) issaid to ‘ Control’ another entity (E2)
and the business decisions thereby taken, if E1,
directly or indirectly through associate companies,
subsidiaries and/or relatives:

a) Owns at least twenty percent of the total share
capital of E2. Inthe case of indirect shareholding
by E1 in E2, the extent of ownership would be
calculated using the multiplicative rule. For
example, an entity who owns, say, 30% equity in
Company A, which in turn owns 20% equity in
Company B, then the entity’s indirect holding in
Company B is calculated as 30% * 20%, which
is6%.; Or

b) exercisesdejure Control by meansof: (i) having
not less than fifty percent of voting rightsin E2;
Or (ii) appointing more than fifty percent of the
member s of the board of directorsin E2; or (iii)
controlling the management or affairs through
decision-making in strategic affairs of E2 and
appointment of key managerial personnel; or

c) exercises de facto Control by means of being a
party to agreements, contracts and/or
understandings, overtly or covertly drafted,
whether legally binding or not, that enable the
entity to control the business decisions taken in

Jaee O7 A I E F AR bl FEhd & A ©, o
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6.1 WIFETT ST BT 2 fo5 39 99T F @@t @ T
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&Y 7 7RI HUE], TETE% FAE /AT Reaant &
qTeTq Hs
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qifeids 2 132 § 31 ST 379] SITENiar & a9 4,
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s () 32 4 &7 7 7 qam Gl T98H SfEHT
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E2, in ways as mentioned in (b) (i) (i) and (iii)
above.

For this purpose:

() The definitions of ‘associate company’,
‘subsidiary’ and ‘relative’ are as given in the
Companies Act 2013.

(i) An ‘entity’ means individuals, group of
individuals, companies, firms, trusts, societies
and undertakings.”

Furthermore, in order to keep a check on entities
gaining indirect Control in the media sector through
extension of loan facilities to media organisations, the
Authority recommended that an additional proviso be
inserted in the above definition as mentioned hereunder:

“6.2.....Provided that if E1 advances a loan to E2
that constitutes not less than - [51%] of the book
value of the total assets of E2, E1 will be deemed to
‘Control’ E2.”

It is notable that the extent legal regimein Indiais
based on ‘Company’ as a legal entity. However, a broad
range of companies owned by one large entity is quite
common. Incommercia parlance, an entity generally denotes
an organization that has an identity separate from those of
its members and would include individuals, group of
individuals, companies, firms, trusts, undertakings and inter-
connected undertaking.

Moreover, there are more and more trans-national
corporationsthat are present in number of sectorsincluding
various businesses in mediaindustry. Therefore, there’'s a
need to establish a new system that focusses on capturing
cross holdings and direct/ indirect control of different
organisations by a common entity. There is a view that
restrictions based on control by a company can be easily
subverted by creating another set of companies by the same
entity. Thus, there is a need for a system that targets both
de facto and de jure forms of ownership. Therefore, it is
imperative to seek comments on most suitable criteria to
determine’ Control’.

MEDIA OWNERSHIP/CONTROL TO MARKET
CONCENTRATION

Therearetwo issuesrelated to the Control of media:
first, adverse effects of Control of mediaby an entity which
though does not control a wide array of media, has the
potential of affecting the impartiality of the news content
by virtue of its affiliation with political parties, pressure

FAIE Ul B FaET &7 7 7eT 9T g,
S (@ )i) (i) (i) ST S T T s
39 TE9T & forgs
() ‘Feari &, ‘Fems’ A Rederm @ 9y
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groups etc; and second, adverse effects of control of media
by entity which though does not have affiliation with
abovementioned groups, acquiresthe position to influence
the impartiality and content of news by reason of media
concentration i.e. controlling media in various segments
such as print, radio and television.

Control of the mediaby political entities, surrogate
organisations and corporate entities has been in vogue
acrosstheworld. Indiais no exception to mediacontrolled
by corporate and ideological interests. Though the media
interests of corporate entities have been justified on
fulfilling the funding requirements of this capital-intensive
sector. Furthermore, in amarket economy, theright to invest
in aline of business is choice of any business entity.
However, in such scenario, a quid pro-quo guaranteeing
favourable coverageto controlling entity can never beruled
out. In order to ensure the independence of thefourth pillar
of democracy, TRAI had recommended the disqualification
of certain entities from entering into the broadcasting and
distribution sectors.

With the emergence of social media, the issues of
fake news and biased news are looming above our heads.
The horrific effects of fake news have been manifested
before the society in the recent incidents of mob lynching,
riots, and sacrilege cases. In this backdrop, the need of
ensuring independence of media from political and
commercial influencesbecomesall themoreimportant.
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QAT A TSI & HIIT FUEE @l O AT A B
it ST Tt et § itz @ e & 2 |
B itz &1 MEA gt W § uaiad © | @die 3R gaimd
feai gr Fafa fifzar & oo Yra &% suare 76 2 | &
T UGl e & @l fa drav Sasasndiat d T B W
BTN T & WA fedi @ SR 20 T |3
FATET Ueh A AAATAT § AT &l U Ured § a9
B B AT T O s 3hE & T6E ¢ |

Elich UX UNg9d 4 MR &7 aril a0 &l 3%
ST HHAT & | b & A 9 @l =aadl JHvad & @
foTQ 215 7 %55 FR3T bl AR A faavor & | 9do1 & 4
AT =Y B Bl BRI @l T |

AT AT & AW & TG 2 B FA AT G
T % Yz, TN P dgdT a 78 ¢ | &1 & § At fofe, &
AR I & AT Bl TATHT 7 Taoell FAERT B THTE FAA
% AW UhS BT 2 139 g | Hif=a &l Teiad A
A E THIET H Tzl JHisad &i &l AG9adhdl AT
TEdqul & Al & | .

< In-depth & Unbiased Market Information
< Technology Breakthroughs
«» Reaches More Than 40,000 Personnel Across

MAGAZINE

The Satellite & Cable TV Industry every month

ADVERTISE NOW !

Contact:

Mob.: +91-7021850198 Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313 Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com

41 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MAY 2022



BROADBAND REPORT

TRAI'S THRUST
TO BOOSTING
BROADBAND
CONNECTIVITY

TRAI has played a pivotal role in handling legacy
issues and spreading the broadband connectivity
across. Some of the recommendations by TRAI to
further push broadband connectivity in an emerging
digital push was inevitable. Take a look at the
TRAI boost to push broadband.

1. ON INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING DATED
11™ APRIL 2007

Infrastructure Providers (IP) Category-l may also be
allowed to seek SACFA clearanceif they have at | east
one agreement with existing

wirelessservice providersfor

|easing infrastructure.

0]

(i) Inordertoidentify and notify

critical infrastructure sites, it

is recommended that a Joint

Working Groups (JWG)

should be constituted with

District Magistrate of that

district as the Chairman and

having representatives from

all mobile service providers present in that service
area, representatives of municipal corporation/ Body,
and arepresentative of Military land and Cantonment
wing if area under consideration also covers
cantonment areas.

(ii) Municipal bodies/ Corporations/ Cantonment
authorities shall grant permission to any service
provider/ Infrastructure provider category | (IP 1) to
set up tower in such notified sites only when the
service provider gives a commitment that the site
would be shared by at |east three service providers.

2. ON GROWTH OF BROADBAND DATED
2N° JANUARY 2008

DoT should encourage through state governments
that al Municipal committees include a clause for

0]

1.
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(iii) T e /Frm /e wifer e o e gerr/

TURIZAY GETaT 40 1 (IP 1) &l WhT 1teryfad Ager |

Ui &1 2 {06 A15e &1 &7 F &7 W JaT Tt
% A1 AT AT S |

2. disds fem w A 2 JHad 2008

22 &I 79 THIT & T F UIed w1 died {6
A TRl AR § 9fae § U 397 9o &

0]

42 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MAY 2022



BROADBAND REPORT

0

(i)

(i) All State Governments

making Multiple Dwelling Units/buil dings broadband
ready by internal wiring whilegiving clearancefor the
construction of all such buildingsin future. Thiswill
help to create infrastructure to provide broadband in
future and will be very convenient to users.

ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS
INFRASTRUCTURE POLICY DATED
12™ APRIL 2011

IP-1 and telecom service providers may be mandated
to share IBS/DAS system deployed in the buildings,
complexes, or streets.

DoT should advise all ministries to provide, within
next one year, IBS/IDAS solutions in all Central
Government buildingsincluding central PSU buildings,
Airports and buildings
falling under their
jurisdiction & control.

3.

TRl /e Bl A4S AT & & (o0 UF HT Ha
T ¥E WS § G298 YW & & [0 gl g
M ¥ 722 BT AN AN & [o1Q qgd Jfadrea
2 |

TEAR SHrgFa Hifd W iFis 12 3f¥d 2011

() IP-I 37 TTHAW a1 YT &l e, Ul a1 Mot
§ AT SEA0d /00 YOIl S A & & (6
fard fopan S A & |

(i) =re @ T Tl B FAE &l ded o J 37 Th

T & G DHET ATGATE SUBHT & T, 2415 =S

%8 WHT & AU AT | AEACH /00T T UaH

@ |
(iii) T Ul [T T AR
@I FAE &1 AT ey foh T 307l

should be similarly
advised to provide/
mandate, within next one
year, I BSDASsolutionsin
all buildings including
hospitals having more
than 100 beds and
shopping malls of more
than 25000 square feet
super built area.

(iv) Infrastructure providers

v

@)

should be permitted toinstall and share active network
limited to antenna, feeder cable, Node B, Radio Access
Network (RAN) and transmission system, subject to
the condition that they are brought under the Unified
Licensing regime as recommended by this Authority
inMay 2010.

Such Unified licensee should also be permitted to
possess and maintain wirel ess tel egraphy equipment.

ON DELIVERING BROADBAND
QUICKLY: WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
DATED 17™ APRIL 2015

There is a need to change building by-laws which
currently deem only electricity, water and fire safety
as necessary infrastructure for the issue of a
completion certificate. Including mandatory

4.

% qY & HId 100 H HUE
ferel arel S 3 25000
R G BE R S E e
§ oifu df@ Afed F4T WA §
F /3R |

(iv)  SWrgEFT YTl @l
wFH q2ad (APUUA) AT
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AT Fa & ded @l 9, Sl 95 2010 H
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(V) T Uiy AT Bl aRerd SHIThl 3Ueho T2

AT TR T bl A &1 S AR |

gisds @ doft ¥ el o & ®1 &0
Imasgear 27 e 17 %@ 2015

() 9a T BN qEE BT IR € AT adHH |§
QUIAT THTOT 9T ST &7 @ [oTT dhael (el I 37
AR T BT G AR T & =9 § A & | T
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(i)

0]

(i)

inclusion of either ducts/optical
fibre with well-defined access
mechanismsin all upcoming office
complexes, commercial spacesand
residential complexeswould have a
significant and measurable net
positive impact on BB penetration.

There is a need to mandate city
developers and builders to have
properly demarcated sectionswithin

§ el e H URHIvd ugd o & A1
=F2A iz wiEaT & AER =9 4 JEa
F F d4l Yo W UH Tedqu AX HEd
T B 8 FBATHD THIET T |

(i) &7 @& TwmEHArl T Ao @
gidT FHrgaa? AT TSl & 3 & [y
ANAl & AT AT Bdl @ Ifad w9 H
Hifohd ot @l ATWEr & 6 ST

buildings and on rooftops for
housing BB infrastructure and
antenna. These areas should have uninterrupted
power supply for reliable, always-on services.

ON IN-BUILDING ACCESS BY
TELECOM SERVICE PROVIDERS
DATED 20™ JANUARY 2017

Considering the requirement of ubiquitous voice
and data network inside the large public places/
commercial complexes/residential complexes and
considering the fact that it is not practical for each
TSPto put itsIBS and other telecom infrastructure
inside such complexes, the requirement of sharing
the In-building telecom infrastructureincluding IBS
has becomeinevitable. Therefore, TSPY/1P-1s should
be mandated to share the in-building infrastructure
(IBS, OFC and other cables, ducts etc) with other
TSPs, in large public places like Airports, hotels,
multiplexes, etc., commercial complexes and
residential complexes.

The TSPs/IP-1smay be categorically disallowed to
enter into any kind of agreement or contract, which
results in exclusive access or lessening of
competition. Indulgence into such a practice,
through either formal or informal arrangement, may
be treated as violation of the license agreement/
registration.

(iii) A system (time bound) may be devel oped, which may,

inter-alia, include:

a) The seeker-TSP i.e. who wish to access the
Cables/IBS installed by an existing TSP/IP-I
(provider-TSP), should place its requirement in
writing to such provider-TSP.

b) Theprovider-TSP shall respond inwriting within
30days' time. In caseof denial of request to access

0]

(if)

(iii) T oM (%
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the infrastructure, the provider-TSP shall give
reasons and justification for denial.

(iv) Commercial terms for sharing of the in-building
telecom infrastructure system, may be decided by
the provider-TSP. However, the same shall be
done in transparent, fair and non-discriminatory
manner.

(v) DoT should take up the matter with the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs to ensure that Suitable
provision for the creation of Common Telecom
Infrastructure (CTI) inside the newly constructed
public placeslikeAirports, commercia complexesand
residential complexes, should form part of the M odel
Building Bye-Laws.

(vi) Government should ensure that the essential
requirement for telecom installations and the
associated cabling isformed part of National Building
Code of India (NBC), being amended by Bureau of
Indian Standards (B1S).

(vii)The telecom ducts to access the buildings from
outside should invariably be part of the CTI, which
could be used by TSPs/IP-Is for putting cables,
which would ensure unhindered accessto TSPs/I P-
Is.

(viii) No building plan should be approved without having
aplanfor creation of CTI including the duct to reach
to the telecom room inside the building.

(iX) Completion certificateto abuilding to be granted only
after ensuring that the CTI as per the prescribed
standardsisin place.

(®) Aspart of Building Bye-Laws, the builder/RWA should
be mandated to ensure that;

a) Accesstobuildingaswell asCTl facilitiesinside
the building should be available on a fair,
transparent and non-discriminatory manner and
minimum three TSPY/1P-Is should have presence
in the building.

b) Public Sector TSP (BSNL / MTNL) should be
given access to Government and commercial
buildings.

¢) The TSPYIP-Is should have unrestricted access
for maintenance work.

d) The permission to in-building access and/or use

4, G-Il 3T & & [l ®R0 AR A
am |
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of CTl facilitiesinside the building should not be
seen as a source of revenue generation for
builder(s)/RWA(S).

e) Charges (rentals/power rates etc.) levied to the
TSPs should be fair, transparent and non-
discriminatory.

6. ON ENHANCEMENT OF SCOPE OF
INFRASTRUCTURE PROVIDERS
CATEGORY-I (IP-1) REGISTRATION
DATED 13™ MARCH 2020

(i) The scope of Infrastructure Providers Category — |
(IP-1) Registration should be expanded to satisfy the
present need for telegraph in the country.

(i) The expanded scope of the IP-1 registration should
include to own, establish, maintain, and work all
such infrastructure items, equipment, and systems
which are required for establishing Wireline
Access Network, Radio Access Network (RAN),
and Transmission Links. However, it shall not
include core network elements such as Switch,
MSC, HLR, IN etc. The scope of the IP-I
Registration should include, but not limited to,
Right of Way, Duct Space, Optical Fiber, Tower,
Feeder cable, Antenna, Base Station, In-Building
Solution (IBS), Distributed Antenna System
(DAYS), etc. within any part of India.

(ii) The IP-I registration holder should be authorised

a) to provide only such infrastructure items,
equipment and systems on lease/rent/sale basis
to an eligible service provider for which that
Service Provider has an authorization from the
Government of India, and

b) to provide such infrastructure items,
equipment, and systems on mutually agreed
terms and conditions to eligible service
provider in fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory manner.

(iv) The IP-1 registration holder should be eligible to
apply for and issue of licence under the Indian
Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 to possess such
wireless telegraphy apparatus that is permitted
under the scope of IP-1 Registration. However, the
IP-I registration holder should not be eligible to
apply for and assignment of any kind of licensed
spectrum.
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(v) ThelP-I registration holder

a) should be permitted to own, establish, maintain,
and work infrastructure items, equipment, and
systems, so permitted under its scope, using
any technology as per the prescribed
standards.

b) should utilize type of equipment and products
that meet TEC standards, wherever made
mandatory by the Licensor from time to time.
In the absence of mandatory TEC standards,
the I P-1 registration holder should be permitted
to utilize only those equipment and products
which meet the relevant standards set by
international standardization bodies, such as,
ITU, ETSI, IEEE, ISO, IEC etc., or set by
International Fora, such as3GPP, 3GPP-2, IETF,
MEF, WIMAX, Wi-Fi, IPTV, IPv6, etc. as
recognized by TEC and subject to
modifications/adaptation, if any, as may be
prescribed by TEC/Licensor from timeto time.

¢) should be bounded by the terms and conditions
of IP-1 registration as well as instructions issued
by the Licensor and by such orders/directions/
regulations of TRAI issued as per the provisions
of the TRAI Act, 1997, as amended from time to
time.

d) should, wherever applicable as per the scope of
the IP-1 registration, with necessary adaptations
and modifications, comply with the norms
stipulated in the Unified License under the heads
of Electromagnetic Field exposureby BTS (Base
Stations), Sharing of Infrastructure,
Confidentiality of Information, and Security
Conditions. &

(V) 3TET-1 GBI e
w) Freifia ael & AT R O deien @ SuEnT
F U, 3% aY & ded AAd JFEEl eid @
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et o e ol o1 o 7 ) o) B e | D i e
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I 7 TS w4t grT et S fop 39,
3SA-2, ATEEETH, UHEUW, dEHa, d5-FHs,
SEAEET, EaEe, e SA UMt Al h
QT &7 & AT A1 91 & A1 Fei /379,
afe g &1 a1, & M 7, s T T W R
A1 [enzsimaat gr fatfa e s Fewa & |
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RELIANCE AND
VIACOM18
ANNOUNCE

PARTNERSHIP WITH
BODHI TREE
SYSTEMS

Redg AR agaM 18
T A o Reew
% 99 &N @l

11 )

Uday Shankar and Lupa Systems' Bodhi Tree to
become major shareholder alongside Reliance

and Paramount Global

Reliance and Viacom18 announced a strategic

partnership
with Bodhi
Tree Systems,
which is a
platform of
James
Murdoch’s
Lupa Systems
and Uday
Shankar, to
formoneof the
largest TV and
digital
streaming
companies in
India.

Bodhi
Tree Systems
is leading a
fund raisewith
a consortium
of investorsto
invest Rs
13,500 crorein
Viacom18, to
jointly build

Bodhi Tree Systems, a platform
of Lupa Systems and Uday
Shankar, to invest Rs 13,500
crore (~$1.78 billion) in
Viacom18

Reliance Projects & Property
Management Services to
invest an additional Rs 1,645
crore (~$216 million).

JioCinema App to be
contributed to Viacom18

Srategic Partner ship between
Reliance, Bodhi Tree Systems
and Paramount Global
committed to innovation and
distribution in the media and
entertainment sector in India
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India's leading entertainment platform and pioneer the
Indian media landscape’s transformation to a “ streaming-
first” approach. Viacom18 owns and operates the suite of
ColorsTV channelsand OTT platform, VOOT.

Reliance Projects & Property Management Services

qd & TF TR WeBM & A A ae A
AT M2 GREeT &1 T B gitedhir § aga fear o
% | AFEM 18 FHerd Sl Iqal AR AR Wehd 92 &
H32 H1 AT & AN THH FA HIl & |
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Limited, awholly-owned subsidiary of Reliance Industries
which has significant presence in television, OTT,
distribution, content creation, and production services, will
invest Rs 1,645 crore. In addition, the popular JioCinema
OTT app will betransferred to Viacom18. Paramount Global
(formerly known as ViacomCBS), a leading

global media and entertainment company

comprised of iconic content studios, TV

networks and streaming services including

CBS, Showtime Networks, Paramount

Pictures, Nickelodeon, MTV, Comedy Central,

BET, Paramount+ and Pluto TV will continue
asashareholder of Viacom18 and will continue

to supply Viacoml18 its premium global

content.

Bodhi Tree Systems, anewly formed
platform between L upa Systems Founder and
CEO James Murdoch and
Uday Shankar, the former
president of The Walt
Disney Company Asia
Pacific and former Chairman
of Star and Disney India, will
leveragethe partners’ shared
track record of building
iconic businesses and
shaping the medialandscape
in India and globally. Qatar Investment Authority (QIA),
the sovereign wealth fund of the State of Qatar, isan investor
in Bodhi Tree Systems.

Speaking about the partnership, Mr. Mukesh D
Ambani, Chairman & Managing Director of Reliance
Industries Limited, said, “ James and Uday’strack record is
unmatched. For over two decades, they have played an
undeniable role in shaping the media ecosystem in India,
Asia, and around the world. We are very excited to partner
with Bodhi Tree and lead India'stransition to a streaming-
first media market. We are committed to bringing the best
media and entertainment services for Indian customers
through this partnership.”

“We could not be more pleased to announce our
new partnership,” Murdoch and Shankar said. “Our
ambition is to leverage technology advances, particularly
inmobile, to provide meaningful solutionsto meet everyday
mediaand entertainment needs at scale. We seek to reshape
the entertainment experience across more than 1 hillion
screens.”

Upon closing, Viacom18, in close cooperation with

= @ Q0 T Tl JeEd BUl, el e,
AR &, 1645 HIZ BT BT M B | 3% STeTal @by
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Reliance, Bodhi Tree Systems and Paramount Global, will
shape a vision, strategy, and execution for its businesses,
building on the strong existing foundation. Viacom18 is
amongst the leading players in the core linear television
business with 38 channels across nine languages and a
pan India presence.

The transaction is expected to close within six
months and is subject to closing conditions and requisite
approvals.

ABOUT VIACOM18

Viacom18 MediaPvt. Ltd. isone of India’s fastest
growing entertainment networks and a house of iconic
brandsthat offers multi-platform, multi-generational and
multicultural brand experiences. Viacom18 defines
entertainment in India by touching the lives of people
through its properties on air, online, on ground, in
cinemas and merchandise. Its portfolio of 38 channels
across general entertainment, movies, sports, youth,
music and kids genres delights the consumers across
the country with its eclectic mix of programming. Voot,
Viacom18'sOTT platform, isoneof India' sleading AV OD
and SVOD streaming service with a library of ~75,000
hours of Viacom18 network content, content from
Paramount and Voot Originals. Viacom18 Studios has
successfully produced and distributed iconic Hindi films
and clutter-breaking regional films for over 12 yearsin
India

ABOUT RELIANCE PROJECTS & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT SERVICES LIMITED

Reliance Projects & Property Management
ServicesLimitedisawholly owned subsidiary of
ReliancelIndustriesLimited, Indid slargest private
sector company. The Company is inter alia
involved in the business of running mediarelated
digital platformsandin providing I T/ITES Support
Services.

ABOUT BODHI TREE

Bodhi Tree Systems is a strategic investor in
consumer technology opportunitiesin Southeast Asia, with
aparticular focuson India. Theentity isaplatform of James
Murdoch’s Lupa Systems and Uday Shankar and was
established in 2021 to explore and invest in Southeast Asia
and the Middle East. In addition to media, Bodhi Tree
expects to invest in other consumer technology sectors
that represent significant opportunities but suffer from a
lack of capital and innovation — including healthcare and
education.

JioCinema
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ABOUT JAMES R. MURDOCH

James Murdoch is an investor and philanthropist.
After more than two decades of global leadership in the
media and technology industries, James M urdoch founded
Lupa Systems as a private holding company. James most
recently served as CEO of 21st Century Fox from 2015 to
2019; previously he served as 21st Century Fox Co-COOQ,
Chairman and CEO for Europeand Asia. Prior to histime at
21t Century Fox, Jameswasthe CEO and Chairman of Sky;,
and CEO of STARTV. HeisaDirector of Teslg, the DiaArt
Foundation, and Vice-Chair of the Center for New American
Security. James and his wife, Kathryn Murdoch, are
founders of Quadrivium, a foundation that invests in
democracy reform, technology and

9 AR TEE @ aR |
S HIEI U MasTd AT e A ¢ | Hifzar 9
Tt TETT # &1 g9t 7 s afvasw 9a & ae T
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FESE & ME9d AF AT BR o SWRed e &
TUTE 9 | ST AN I T 2 TR alRiaa & A
%, U U 2 1 o b AT,

society, scientific awareness, and
climate and ocean health issues.

ABOUT UDAY SHANKAR

Uday Shankar recently
transitioned to an entrepreneurial
career following decades in
corporate management. With
funding from global investors, he
aimsto support foundersto create

q g & e |

3T B B AR A

3aF JhT | TRl § BN gau
§ TYTh & dTE Udh TEMT BT @l
JEHA @l & | AT Mg 7 faa
T & AT IT TET TR aaRN]

transformational solutions A

journalist by training, Uday led and transformed television.
Hetook over as CEO of Star Indiain 2007 and transformed
the company’s broadcast operations and made Star India
one of the biggest media and entertainment companiesin
Asia. He subsequently led 21st Century Fox's operations
throughout Asia. Uday was appointed President of Walt
Disney Asia Pacific when the Walt Disney Company
acquired 21st Century Fox. Under his leadership, Star
launched Hotstar — now Disney+ Hotstar —one of the most
successful streaming services globally. Uday currently
serves asthe President of Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce& Industry (FICCI).

ABOUT LUPA

LupaSystemsisaprivate holding company founded
in 2019 by James Murdoch, theformer CEO of 21st Century
Fox, Sky plc, and STAR. The company has presencein New
York and Mumbai. Collectively, the Lupateam hasextensive
experience building and scaling businesses acrossthe globe
in multiple industries. Lupa focuses on companies within
the technology and media industries, impact-driven
companies focused on environmental sustainability, and
emerging markets, particularly withinthe Indo-Pacific region.
Website: www.lupasystems.com B
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BROADCAST SEVA
— THE NEW PORTAL
TO DRIVE MEDIA
Bl1Z

The I&B Ministry launches a broadcast seva portal
which is intended to reduce the turnaround time of
applications and help applicants track their progress.This
will bring an ease of doing business in the broadcasting
sector.

Broadcast Seva Portal is an online portal solution
for speedy filing and processing of applications of
broadcasters for various kinds of licenses, permissions,
registrations, etc.

SIShE qa-Hisar
9T & TGl e B
foTT 941 Ui

HEUSE] §A10d o Udh 9ISl Jar died =g [6hdl &
TSTHaT TE9T TS 1 UTehaT § @ dTel TH bl &H &7l ©
THIYT & § T &7 § 3T 2R |
USRI S & foIT TARaT & SMaeHl &l grd SR A
IR & [T Ue STHWR 9red TETE E |

& B Minister Anurag
stated "The Broadcast Seva
Portal will reduce the
turnaround time  of
applications and at the same
timewill help applicantstrack
their progress. This portal
will reduce the human
interface that was required
earlier and thus add to
capacity building of the
Ministry and will be amajor
step towards Ease of Doing
Business," he stated.
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The portal will ease
stakeholders’ woes and help keep track of permissions,
applying for registration, tracking applications, cal culating
fees, and executing payments. And all services will be
provided under Digital Indiato all stakeholdersto private
satellite TV channels, teleport operators, M SOs, community,
and private radio channels etc.

The portal is expected to grow the business and
empower stakeholders within the media sector and
benefiting the bunch of 900 Satellite TV Channels, 70
Teleport operators, 1700 Multi-service operators, 350
Community Radio Stations (CRS), and 380 Private FM
Channels.

The broadcasters evidently are happy and look to
the stakeholders’ launch of the portal and itsease of helping
them grow their business. B
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SOUTH INDIAN
MARKETS DRIVES TV
INDUSTRY

Theactionisall in South Indianow : beit television
or cinema, the scene of action is South India.

TV in South Indiatakes care of 35% of the Indian
media and entertainment biz as per Cll latest report.
The streaming and digital mediaindustry islikely to grow
at 25% and television at

<Xl SENT i ST &
& € S0l YA 99

qre eitas 2 ar R B, 3@ A wrar afam
A § &1 78 %, Aq9d HHaT & 97 S Hrd ¥ |
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A AT AX I AT & 35% 3 o 771 5 |
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35%.

Confederation of
Indian Industry (CIl) report
titled ‘Regional is the new
national — Way Forward for
the South India Media and
Entertainment Industry’
predicted that digital sector
has experienced a massive
boom due to an increase in
internet penetration,
smartphone availability and
higher per capitaincome.

The report states

T TETT qiEE
(framdang) @1 fud Tt
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more than half of the films

released in the last year were in one of the four south
Indian languages and have produced some of the most
successful box office hitsin the recent past.

SuchitraK Ella, Chairperson, Cll Southern Regionin
her welcome remarks said, “ South India contributes close
to 30% of India’'s overall Media & Entertainment revenue
with over 50% of thefilmsproduced every year inIndiaare
from the South.”

T G Thygargjan, Chairman ClI Dakshin & Managing
Partner, Sathya Jyothi Films said, “ South Indiais expected
toachievemorethan half of the US$100 Billion IndianM&E's
ambitiousgoal set for 2030.” B
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ARD SWITHCES TOHD
BROADCAST

German public broadcaster
ARD will makethetransition from SD
toHD.

OnNovember 15, 2022, ARTE,
Phoenix, tagesschau24 and One will
end their SD distribution on
transponder 51 (10.744 GHz H, SR
22.000, FEC 5/6). Thechannelscanthen
only bereceived in HD viaAstra.

Around 90% of TV households
in Germany have already upgraded to
HD reception. In order to make the
distribution of the channels as
economical and efficient as possible,
the broadcasters have decided to end
SD transmission. Viewers will be
informed about details of the SD
switch-off and the HD transitionin the
coming weeks and months.

The broadcasters assume
that cable operatorswill also end SD
distribution of ARTE, Phoenix,
tagesschau24 and One as aresult of
the satellite switch-off. Vodafone
Deutschland has already dropped
ARTE SD on its cable network on
March 23, 2022.

DAZN — RED BULL
COLLABORATION

DAZN
has
announced it
collaboration
with Red Bull
TV.

Red Bull
is the first
linear channel
to be made
available

globally on DAZN’s streaming
platform.

The multi-year agreement will
provide a gateway for DAZN into
extreme sports through Red and
includes coverage of the Crankworx
World Tour, the Red Bull Cliff Diving
World Series and the Drift Masters
European Championship, among
others.

DAZN will also stream a
curated selection of Red Bull’soriginal
documentaries, series, highlights and
archive programming.

NOS LOSSES MOUNT

The Portuguese operator NOS
has posted consolidated revenues of
€373.4 million for the first quarter, or
10.6% more than in the same period
last year.lts consolidated EBITDA
amounted to €59.4 million (+4.8%) and
netincome€41.1 million (+34.6%).

NOS passed a total of 5,164.5
million homes (+5.2%) in Q1, of which
53.7% (+10.9pp) were FTTH.ItsRGU
total was 10,393.3 million (+5%), of
which 1,401.8 million (+2.9%) were
fixed pay-TV RGUSs.

NOS notesthat it gained 9,000
fixed pay-TV customersin Q1, with that
and the 6,500 broadband service
customer gains more than offsetting
the decline in lower revenue DTH
services. &
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DEN NETWORKS REVENUE
LOSS

DEN Networks' revenue loss
continues and seen drop to Rs 303
crore from Rs 326 crore in the
corresponding quarter of the previous
fiscal.

Subscription revenue dipped to
Rs 167 crorefrom Rs 190 crore.

TheEBITDA decreased 15.38%to
Rs55 crorefrom Rs65 crore. Net profit
surged 44.11%to Rs49 crorefrom Rs
34 crore.

Revenue dropped to Rs 1,226
crorefrom Rs 1,307 crore. Subscription
revenue fell to Rs 711 crore from Rs
808 crore. EBITDA saw alow of upto
Rs 203 crore from Rs 256 crore. Net
profitwas at Rs171 crorefrom Rs 189
crore.

HATHWAY CABLE UPS
REVENUES

ITS

Hathway Cable and Datacom has
reason to cheer as it showed revenue
growth of 2.29% for the quarter ended
31st March 2022 at Rs 448.79 crore
compared to Rs 438.71 crore in the
corresponding quarter of the previous
fiscal.

Revenue for the full year was up
at Rs 1793.02 crore compared to Rs
1731.77 crore. Net profit dropped 49%
toRs130.35 crorefrom Rs253.25 crore.

The company  reported
broadband revenue of Rs621.87 crore
compared to Rs615.43 crore. Operating
profit from the segment dropped by
62% to Rs 17.27 crore from Rs 45.67
crore.

Revenue from the cable TV
segment saw a 4.9% increase at Rs
1171.15 crorefrom Rs 1116.34 crore.
Operating profit declined 83% to Rs
10.15 crorefrom Rs59.46 crore.

INVESCO TO BRING DOWN
ZEE STAKE

Three funds managed by
Invesco’'s Developing Markets
investment team, including Invesco

Developing Markets Fund, have
launched a bookbuild transaction to
sell up to a 7.8% stake in Zee
Entertainment (Zee). Post the
completion of the bookbuild, Invesco
will continue to own an 11% stake in
Zee. Thecompany has also reaffirmed
its support for the Zee-Sony merger.

In a statement, Invesco said that
the purpose of this transaction is to
align these funds' exposures to Zee
with other funds managed by the
investment team and to achieve an
aggregate ownership position in the
company that is more in line with the
investment team’s portfolio
construction approach.

The investment management
fund had also backed the Zee-Sony
merger deal saying that the board of
the newly combined company will be
substantially reconstituted, which will
achieve its objective of strengthening
board oversight of the company.

Invesco had also said that it will
continue to monitor the proposed
merger’sprogress. |f the merger isnot
completed as currently proposed,
Invesco retainstheright to requisition
afresh EGM, the company added. ®
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

5G SPECTRUM ALLOCATION

Q: What are major effects of the 5G Spectrum
allocation by TRAI and how isit affectingthesatellite
television channels?

Vaikunth Reddy, ETV, Hyderabad

Ans.: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) isignoring the challenges of the TV channels
and is keeping a 100 MHz guard band between the
3300-3670 MHz range. The TRAI has suggested
reducing the guard band from 100 MHZ to 30 MHZ in
this range.

The TV channels fear disruption of satellite
services dueto the reduction of the guard band. The TRAI
hasissued its recommendations on the auction of spectrum
in frequency bands identified
for IMT/5G

TRAI also suggested
to make use of high-quality
bandpass filters operating in
the 3700-4200 MHz range as
the IMT emissions in the
3300-3670 MHz may saturate
the Low Noise Block (LNB)
of the
FSS earth station which
traditionally operates in the
3400-4200 MHz.

Department of
Telecom (DoT) and 1&B
Ministry have been requested by TRAI to take
appropriate action and sensitise MSOs, DTH operators,
and other users to ensure the use of high-quality
bandpass filters operating in 3700-4200 MHz range to
avoid interference from IMT stations.

The broadcast industry players feel that the
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allocation of frequenciesin the 3300-3670 band to 5G
services beyond the current NFAP-18 upper limit of
3600 MHz will lead to serious disruption of Satellite
servicesfor mediaand broadcast in the 3700-4000 MHz
band. Over 600 licensed satellite channels over India
operate in this band.

Considering the interference concerns raised by
the stakeholders, TRAI referred the matter to DoT. After
conducting co-existence studies, the DoT concluded
that theintroduction of acavity filter on the Television
Receive-Only (TVRO) systems can make
these systems co-exist with IMT/5G.

TRAI has taken care of the
concerns of the public broadcaster with
respect to the 526-582 MHz. The DoT had
identified the 526-698 MHz band for IMT/
5G services.

However, the frequency band 526-

582 MHz is being used by Prasar Bharati (DD) for
providing Terrestrial TV Broadcasting, many Analogue,
Digital Ready, and Digital Terrestrial TV Transmitters
are operating in this band.

"Considering the facts that presently

(i) band plan(s) for the frequency range 526-612 MHz
isyet to be defined by 3GPP/ITU,

(i) development of an ecosystemfor IMT in 526-612
MHz frequency range will take some time and

(iii) MIB is using 526-582 MHz band extensively
across the country for TV transmitters; the 526-
612 MHz frequency range should not be put to
auction in the forthcoming auction," the TRAI
stated. W
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After a two-year hiatus, AVIA is pleased to finally welcome everyone back in person for the
Satellite Industry Forum 2022! This year’s event will be a 3-hour industry conference and
dialogue followed by dinner and drinks at the ParkRoyal Collection Marina Bay.

Join us and be part of this long-awaited gathering of our members and peers from the
global satellite industry, on Tuesday 31 May from 3pm — 9pm SGT.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

Key Trends in the Global Satellite Industry and
Its Impact on Asia

Keynote Conversation: Identifying the New Role
of the Satellite Industry

Satellite Operators’ Roundtable: Staking Their Place
in the Global Telco Ecosystem

Ace® O
et LA TS ‘035
“\C o 10f N\ \s}
055:280 o™ o2

For sponsorship
opportunities:

adela@avia.org

victor@avia.org
For registration and

other enquiries
vanessa@avia.org



I CHANNEL CHANGES 1R

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 3rd Nambikkai TV has left 3966
H; Subhavaartha TV has left 4015 V.

IS 20 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 6th Colors Cineplex Superhits
has replaced Colors Cineplex on
4034 H, Irdeto; Kairos TV has
replaced Divine Touch TV on 12722
V, FTA. On 16th Times Now
Navbharat has started on 3795 H,
FTA; Sports 18 1 has started on 4034
V, Irdeto. On 26th Sony Wah has
started on 3900 H, encrypted. On
27th ET Now Swadesh has started
on 3795 H, Irdeto; Sports 18 Khel has
started on 4034 V, Irdeto.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 8th Gujarat 1stand IBC Tamil TV
have started on 3805 H, FTA; Sky
TV has left. On 9th Sidharth TV has
replaced Zee Vajwa on 11470 V,
encrypted; Filamchi Bhojpuri,
Adithya TV, Star Maa Music,
Polimer, Puthiya Thalaimurai, Jai
Maharashtra and TV 9 Telugu have
started on 11550 V, encrypted. Zee
TV India, Star Plus India, Channel
100 Gold, Colors, Star Sports 1 Hindi,
SET India, Star Pravah, Tata Sky
Videoshala and Sony SAB TV India
have left; Sathiyam TV, Mantavya
24x7 News, Kalvi TV, Madha TV,
Angel TV India and DD Malayalam
have started on 11590 V, encrypted;
Living India News, Jalsha Movies and
Colors Infinity have started on 11630
V, encrypted; Star Sports 1 and
Zeeplex Screen 1 have left; TV 9
Bharatvarsh has replaced Colors
Marathi on 11670 V, encrypted;
Dangal 2 has replaced Enterr 10

India in the past month.

Movies on 3776 H, FTA. On 10th
Popcorn Movies has left4133 H. On
21st Sansad TV has replaced Lok
SabhaTVon 4170 H, FTA.

CHINASAT 12 AT 87.5DEGE
On 19th Shemaroo TV has started
on 12624 H, FTA.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEG E

On 9th Sun Marathi, ShowBox,
Ishara Channel, Vedic, Shemaroo
Umang, Goldmines Bhojpuri and
Manoranjan Prime have started on
11090 V, FTA; Zee Anmol, DD
Bangla, DD Chandana, DD Kashir,
DD Arun Prabha, Dhinchaak, Abzy
Dhakad and Filamchi Bhojpuri have
left.; Times Now Navbharat and
Enterr 10 Bangla have started on
11130 V, encrypted; Manoranjan
Grand has left; Shemaroo Marathi
Bana, Fakt Marathi, Dhinchaak 2 and
Goldmines Bollywood have started
on 11170 V, FTA; DD Odia, DD
Yadagiri, DD Malayalam, Star Utsav
and Azaad TV have left; Enterr 10,
Manoranjan Movies, Big Magic,
Filamchi Bhojpuri, Zing Asia, Azaad
TV, Dangal 2, Goldmines and
Popcorn Movies have started on
11470 V, FTA; Sony Pal, DD
Saptagiri, Colors Rishtey Asia,
Dabangg, DD Madhya Pradesh,
Dhinchaak 2, Enterr 10 Movies, DD
Assam and Sadhna TV have left;
Aadinath TV has started on 11510
H, encrypted; Zee Vajwa has left; Star
Utsav Movies, Sony Wah, India
News, MTV Beats, Times Now
Navbharat, News 24 and Food Food
have started on 11510 V, FTA; Big
Magic, Maha Movie, DD Bharati, DD

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 60

Urdu, Bflix Movies and ShowBox
have left; DD Yadagiri, DD Bharati,
DD Madhya Pradesh, DD Kashir, DD
Chandana, DD Saptagiri, DD
Malayalam, DD Assam, DD Odia, DD
Arun Prabha and DD Bangla have
started on 11550 V, FTA; Manoranjan
Movies, Star Utsav Movies, Sony
Wah, Zing Asia, DD India, MTV
Beats, Fakt Marathi, Shemaroo
Marathi Bana, Sun Marathi, Prasar
Bharati News Services and Enterr 10
Bangla have left; Gujarat 1st has
started on 11590 H, encrypted;
Aastha Bhajan India, Bflix Movies,
DD Urdu, Swadesh News and Raftaar
Media have started on 11630V, FTA;
ILove, News 24, India News and FM
News have left. On 23rd Goldmines
has replaced Dhinchaak 2 on 11170
V, FTA; Dhinchaak 2 has replaced
Goldmines on 11470V, FTA.

CHINASAT 11 AT 98 DEG E

On 25th Star Sports China has
replaced Sony Ten 3 on 3975 V,
Tongfang.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 27th Star Pravah has started on
3980 V and 4020 V, encrypted.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E

On 11th Cartoon Network Pakistan
and Sony Ten 1 have started on 3651
V, FTA. On 15th Mega Sports and
Har Pal Geo have started on 3651V,
FTA; Punjab Times HD, Tehelka TV,
Cartoon Network Pakistan, Urdu 1
Pakistan, Andaz TV and Sony Ten 1
have left again. On 18th Hum TV and
Disney Channel India have started on
3651V, FTA, On 20th Tehelka TV is
back on 3651V, FTA.
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Reach out to over *30,000+ visitors per month
Put out your banner ads on: www.scatmag.com

13 - 15 October 2022
JI0 World Convention Centre (JWCC),
Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai
SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW = MUMBAI Www.scatindiashow.com

SCAT2022

SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW = MUMBAI

13 - 15 October 2022

Take advantage & reach new customers thru www.scatmag.com

India's Most Comprehensive website For CATV
* Magazine's Monthly Articles * TechnicalArticles
* Pay Channel Rates * Website Links & Postal Address of Channels
* C & Ku Band Channel Guide * The Latest Channel Changes
* Dish Doctor * Listing Of CATV Events Worldwide
* Government Policies & Rules Related & CATV

For more details, call or email us at :

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine

312/313, AWing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Andheri Kurla Road,
Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400 059

Mob. : +91-70218 50198

Email : scat.sales@nm-india.com Website : http://www.scatmag.com/

*Average visitor per month calculated over a 12 month period.

«eeeenincluding Broadband & IPTV
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Discount

Broadband
Cable TV

IPTV
OoOTT

amount

Latest Technology in India.....
i Actual cost @ | Actual Subscription

| Rs., 100 per copy

Look At The Events, News, Laws And The

Only One Magazine Gives You An Indepth
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INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

MagaZine--- CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

NURNBERG #/ MESSE

More Than 28 YearSuo

The Easiest Way To Pick Up
The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India..,

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are bad
you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of the
Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!

Contact Details: SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nme-india.com | Mob: +91 7021850198



< Organised by
) ) ,
‘I mlnm NURNBERG MESSE

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI
13- 15 0CTOBER 2022

Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

Premium International Venue for Best-In-Class Exhibitions

www.broadcastindia-show.com

NuernbergMesse India Pvt. Ltd.

Varun Gaba Pranali Raut

PARTNERSHIP Portfolio Director Asst. Director - Projects -

BEYOND BUSINESS T: +91 22 6216 5303 T: +9122 6216 5313 www'abls expo'com
M: +91 99458 26427 M: +91 99458 26440
varun.gaba@nm-india.com pranali.raut@nm-india.com
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