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(Manoj Kumar Madhavan) (Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

EDITOR’S  SCATVIEW

TRAI is getting its act together and trying to set right some of
the prevailing anomalies in the broadcast and telecom sector.
Recently demonstrated by its action on issuing a consultation paper
which deals with the issue of regulating converged digital
technologies with a specific focus on enabling convergence of
carriage of broadcasting and telecommunication services.

Technological convergence brings with it peculiar issues of
policy, regulation, data privacy, and data security, hence it is
important that policy and regulations evolve on a continuous
basis to keep pace with the developments.

The paper is notable as it examines challenges posed by
converging technologies and explores changes needed in legal,
administrative, and licensing frameworks to deal with them, as
per TRAI. The proposal is important because it can cause
significant disruption to internet businesses.

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) has asked
the Indian telecom regulator to focus on developing a single
regulatory system instead.

The other welcome step is in the case of FM broadcasting.
Last May, the ministry of information and broadcasting had

sought recommendations of the authority, on issues including
removal of the linkage to non-refundable one-time entry fee
(NOTEF) in the formula for annual fee as prescribed in the FM
Ph-Ill Policy Guidelines of 2011. It had also requested the authority
for recommendations on extension of the existing FM license period
of 15 years by three years.

TRAI had  held a meeting with representatives of Association
of Radio Operators for India (AROI) last August. Representatives
of AROI, had then raised issues such as permitting private FM
Radio channels to broadcast independent news bulletins and
availability of FM radio receivers in mobile handsets.

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
granted interim relief to Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL)
on February 24 and stayed the order directing the initiation of
insolvency proceedings against the media and entertainment firm.

The appellate tribunal further issued notice to IndusInd Bank
on plea by Zee managing director Punit Goenka and said it will
hear the case again on March 29.

The development comes at a time when ZEEL is at advanced
stages of merging with Culver Max Entertainment (Sony) in one
of the biggest deals in the media and entertainment sector. It
remains to be seen if the merger of Zee – Sony gets delayed due to
this development.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) and
broadcasters have finally reached an agreement over the New
Tariff Order (NTO) 3.0, with the cable operators agreeing to sign
the fresh Reference Interconnection Offer (RIO) .The case in the
Kerala High Court will, however continue. The agreement has
come after AIDCF members, who moved the court to challenge
NTO 3.0, failed to get an interim relief.

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

T/a[- eksaaqa imalakr kama kr rha hO AaOr p`saarNa va dUrsaMcaar xao~ maoM
p`cailat kuC ivasaMgaityaaoM kao zIk krnao kI kaoiSaSa kr rha hO.[sa baat ka
p`dSa-na ]sanao halahI maoM jaarI ek pramaSa-p~ kI sahayata sao kI¸ ijasamaoM p`saarNa
AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko knvaja-Msa kao saxama krnao pr ivaSaoYa Qyaana donao ko saaqa
knvaja-Msa iDijaTla tknaIikyaaoM kao ivainayaimat krnao ko mau_o Saaimala hOM.

tknaIkI knvaja-Msa Apnao saaqa naIit¸ ivainayamana¸ DoTa gaaopnaIyata AaOr DoTa
saurxaa ko AjaIbaaogarIba mau_o laata hO.[sailae yah mah%vapUNa- hO ik ivakasa ko
saaqa talamaola rKnao ko ilae naIit AaOr ivainayama inarMtr AaQaar pr ivakisat haoM.

yah pramaSa- p~ ]llaoKnaIya hO @yaaoMik yah T/a[- ko Anausaar tknaIikyaaoM kao
pirvait-t krnao sao ]%pnna caunaaOityaaoM kI jaaMca krta hO AaOr ]nasao inapTnao ko ilae
kanaUnaI¸ p`Saasainak AaOr laa[saoMisaMga Z,aMcao maoM AavaSyak pirvat-naaoM kI pD,tala
krta hO.p`stava mah%vapUNa- hO @yaaoMik yah [MTrnaoT vyavasaayaaoM ko ilae mah%vapUNa-
vyavaQaana pOda kr sakta hO.

saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ ijasanao BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak
kao [sako bajaaya ekla inayaamak p`NaalaI kao ivakisat krnao pr Qyaana koMid`t
krnao ko ilae kha hO.

Anya svaagat yaaogya kdma efema p`saarNa ko maamalao maoM hO.
ipClao ma[- maoM saUcanaa AaOr p̀saarNa maM~alaya nao 2011 ko idSaainado-Sa ko tht

efema ko tIsaro carNa kI naIit maoM inaQaa-irt vaaiYa-k Saulk fâmaU-lao maoM gaOr–vaapsaI yaaogya
ek baar p̀vaoSa Saulk ³enaAaoTI[-ef´ sao ilaMkoja kao hTanao saiht mau_aoM pr p̀aiQakrNa
kI isafairSaoM maaMgaI qaIM.[sanao p̀aiQakrNa sao 15 saala kI maaOjaUda efema laa[saoMsa
AvaiQa kao tIna saala tk baZ,anao kI isafairSaaoM ko ilae BaI AnauraoQa ikyaa qaa.

T/a[- nao ipClao Agast maoM esaaoisaeSana Aa^f roiDyaao Aa^proTsa- fa^r [MiDyaa
³eAarAaoAa[-́  ko p`itinaiQayaaoM ko saaqa baOzk kI qaI.eAarAaoAa[- ko p`itinaiQayaaoM
nao tba inajaI efema roiDyaao caOnalaaoM kao svatM~ samaacaar baulaoiTna p̀saairt krnao AaOr
maaobaa[la hOMDsaoT maoM efema roiDyaao irsaIvar kI ]plabQata jaOsao mau_aoM kao ]zayaa qaa.

naoSanala kMpnaI laa^ ApIlaoT iT/byaUnala ³enasaIelaeTI´ nao jaI eMTrTonamaoMT
eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToD ³jaoD[-[-ela´ kao 24 frvarI kao AMtirma raht p`dana kI
AaOr maIiDyaa va eMTrTonamaoMT kMpnaI ko iKlaaf idvaalaa kaya-vaahI Sau$ krnao ko
AadoSa pr raok lagaa dI.ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa nao jaI ko p`baMQa inadoSak punaIt
gaaoyanaka kI yaaicaka pr [MDsa[MD baOMk kao naaoiTsa jaarI ikyaa  AaOr kha ik 29
maaca- kao vah maamalao kI ifr saunavaa[- krogaa.

yah ivakasa eosao samaya maoM huAa hO jaba maIiDyaa va manaaorMjana xao~ maoM sabasao baD,o
saaOdaoM maoM sao ek maoM jaoD[-[-ela nao klvar maO@sa eMTrTonamaoMT ³saaonaI´ ko saaqa ivalaya
ko kafI inakT phuMca cauka hO.yah doKa jaanaa baakI hO ik @yaa [sa ivakasa ko
karNa jaI–saaonaI ko ivalaya maoM dorI haotI hO.

Aa^la [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´ AaOr p`saark
AaiKrkar nayao TOirf AadoSa ³enaTIAao´ 3º0 pr ek samaJaaOto pr phuMca gayao
hOM¸ kobala Aa^proTr BaI nayao roÍoMsa [MTrknao@T Aa^fr ³AarAa[-Aao´ Aa^fr pr
hstaxar krnao ko ilae sahmat hao gayao hOM.halaaMik¸ korla ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM dayar
maamalaa calata rhogaa.enaTIAao 3º0 kao caunaaOtI donao ko ilae Adalat ka $K
krnao vaalao eAa[-DIsaIef ko sadsyaaoM kao AMtirma raht nahIM imalanao ko baad yah
samaJaaOta huAa hO.
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laagat ma o M 5º5 ibailayana Da ^lar kTaOtI pr ivacaarlaagat ma o M 5º5 ibailayana Da ^lar kTaOtI pr ivacaarlaagat ma o M 5º5 ibailayana Da ^lar kTaOtI pr ivacaarlaagat ma o M 5º5 ibailayana Da ^lar kTaOtI pr ivacaarlaagat ma o M 5º5 ibailayana Da ^lar kTaOtI pr ivacaar
kr rha hO iDjnaIkr rha hO iDjnaIkr rha hO iDjnaIkr rha hO iDjnaIkr rha hO iDjnaI

iDjnaI baD,o pOmaanao pr kma-caairyaaoM kI CMTnaI ka sahara lao
rha hO AaOr vah ApnaI janaSai@t maoM 7000 kI kTaOtI krnao jaa rha

hO.
iDjnaI ko saI[-Aao baa^ba [gar nao saUicat

ikyaa ik iËeiTva TImaoM yah inaQaa-irt krogaI ik
vao @yaa kMToMT banaa rho hOM̧  [sao kOsao ivatirt va
maud`IkRt ikyaa jaata hO AaOr [sakI maako-iTMga kOsao
kI jaatI hO.]nhaoMnao kha ik laagat p`baMQana¸
rajasva kao AiQaktma krnaa AaOr ]%paidt kI
jaa rhI saamaga`I sao ivakasa kao baZ,avaa donaa ]nakI

ijammaodarI haogaI.
[gar nao kha ik puna-gazna maoM tIna mau#ya vyavasaaya KMD Saaimala

haoMgao–iDjnaI manaaorMjana¸ [-esapIena AaOr iDjnaI pak- AnauBava va ]%pad.
elana baga-maOna va Danaa vaalDona¸ iDjnaI ko sah–AQyaxa haoMgao̧

ijasamaoM sT/IimaMga saiht vaOiSvak str pr manaaorMjana maIiDyaa AaOr kMToMT
vyavasaayaaoM ko kMpnaI ka pUra paoT-faoilayaao Saaimala haogaa.

ijamaI poTaorao̧  [-esapIena ko AQyaxa ko $p maoM kama krto rhoMgao̧
ijasamaoM [-esapIena naoTvak-¸ [-esapIena Plasa AaOr AMtrraYT/Iya Kola
caOnala Saaimala haoMgao.jaaoSa DIºAamarao¸ iDjnaI pak- ko AnauBavaaoM va
]%padaoM ko AQyaxa banao rhoMgao̧  ijasamaoM qaIma pak-̧  irsaa^T- gaMtvya AaOr ËUja
laa[na ko saaqa–saaqa iDjnaI ko ]pBaao@ta ]%pad¸ Kola AaOr p`kaSana
vyavasaaya Saaimala haoMgao.

]dya SaMkr ka nya Uja ]pËma]dya SaMkr ka nya Uja ]pËma]dya SaMkr ka nya Uja ]pËma]dya SaMkr ka nya Uja ]pËma]dya SaMkr ka nya Uja ]pËma
maIiDyaa ko idggaja ]dya SaMkr ko bahup`tIixat raYT/Iya ihMdI

samaacaar caOnala Baart e@sapòsa kao AaiQakairk taOr pr laa^nca ikyaa
hO.

]nhaoMnao kha ik ‘maOM ]poMd` kao ]nako maIiDyaa vaoMcar ko laa^nca
pr SauBakaamanaa dota hUM AaOr safla laa^nca pr Baart e@sapòsa kI pUrI

DISNEY MULLS $5.5 BILLION COST
CUTTING

Disney is resorting to massive job layoff and
will cut its manpower by 7000 jobs.

Bob Iger. Disney CEO informed moving forward
the creative teams will determine what
content they are making, how it is
distributed and monetized and how it
gets marketed. Managing costs,
maximizing revenue and driving
growth from the content being
produced will be their responsibility,
he said.

Iger noted that the
reorganization will include three core business
segments - Disney entertainment, ESPN, and Disney
Parks experiences and products.

Alan Bergman and Dana Walden will be co-
chairman of Disney entertainment, which will include
the company's full portfolio of entertainment media and
content businesses globally, including streaming.

Jimmy Petoro will continue to serve as Chairman
of ESPN, which will include ESPN networks, ESPN Plus
and international sports channels.

Josh D’Amaro will continue to be chairman of
Disney Parks experiences and products, which will
include theme parks, resort destinations and the cruise
line, as well as Disney's consumer products, games and
publishing businesses.

UDAY SHANKAR’S NEWS VENTURE

Media veteran Uday Shankar  officially launched
Upendrra Rai’s highly anticipated national Hindi news
channel Bharat Express

Uday Shankar, said, “I wish Upendrra all the best
at the launch of his media venture and congratulate the
entire team of Bharat Express at a successful launch.

saOTolaa[T AaOr kobala TIvaI kI duinayaa maoM
hmaaro caaraoM trf @yaa hao rha ]saka navaInatma ApDoT

The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

ADVERTISE NOW !
Contact:  Mob.: +91-9108208956
Tel.: +91-22-6216 5317
Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com

M A G A Z I N E





10 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MARCH 2023

Having known Upendrra for so many years, I am assured
that Bharat Express will demonstrate paramount
journalistic ethics when
seeking and delivering
news”

Upendrra Rai
commented, “Mr Uday
Shankar has continued to
inspire me through years
and I am privileged to
have him officially launch
Bharat Express today. The
channel will continue to
reflect our core ethos of
Satya, Sahas and
Samarpan in the pursuit of Bold and Direct Journalism.
Given the quickly changing market dynamics, Bharat
Express is well-equipped to deliver relevant news
content to the evolving discerning news viewer”

Bharat Express will have a pan-India presence
and is available across all major DTH and Cable
Networks, namely, Tata Play – 535, Dish TV – 671, D2H
– 753 and Airtel DTH.

SATELLITE TUNER IN TV SETS

A new breakthrough is expected in the future
TV sets which will soon be built in with satellite tuners,
according to Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur.
With the new tuner installed, TV sets will
have no need for a separate set-top box
and can give viewers access to more than
200 channels.

Thakur also noted that no decision
has been taken on the matter.  Last
December,  the minister  wrote to
Electronics and Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to instruct
TV manufacturers to adopt the standards dictated by
the Bureau of Industrial Standards for built-in satellite
tuners.

The tuners would help receive free-to-air tv and
radio channels with a help of a small antenna at a
vantage like rooftops.

TIma kao baQaa[- dota hUM.[tnao vaYaao-M sao ]poMd` kao jaananao ko baad mauJao
ivaSvaasa hO ik Baart e@sapòsa samaacaaraoM kI tlaaSa AaOr ivatrNa krto

samaya savaao-pir p~kairta naOitkta
ka p`dSa-na krogaI.
EaI ]poMd` raya nao iTPpNaI kI ‘EaI
]dya SaMkr nao vaYaao-M sao mauJao pòirt
krnaa jaarI rKa hO AaOr Aaja
mauJao AaiQakairk taOr pr Baart
e@sapòsa laa^nca krnao ka saaOBaagya
im alaa h O.baa olD Aa Or saIQa o
p~kairta kI Kaoja maoM caOnala sa%ya¸
saahsa AaOr samap-Na ko hmaaro maUla

laaokacaar kao p`diSa-t krnaa jaarI rKogaa.tojaI sao badlato baajaar kI
gaitSaIlata doKto hue Baart e@sap`osa ivakisat samaJadar samaacaar
dSa-kaoM kao p`asaMigak samaacaar saamaga`I donao ko ilae AcCI trh sao
sausaijjat hO.’

Baart e@sapòsa kI ]plaibQa pUro Baart maoM haogaI AaOr yah
saBaI p`mauK DITIeca AaOr kobala naoTvak- pr ]plabQa haogaI¸ jaOsao TaTa
Plao 535¸ iDSa TIvaI 671¸ DI2eca 753 AaOr eyarTola DITIeca.

TIvaI sa oT ma o M sa OT olaa[T T\ya UnarTIvaI sa oT ma o M sa OT olaa[T T\ya UnarTIvaI sa oT ma o M sa OT olaa[T T\ya UnarTIvaI sa oT ma o M sa OT olaa[T T\ya UnarTIvaI sa oT ma o M sa OT olaa[T T\ya Unar
saUcanaa va p`saarNa maM~I Anauraga zakur ko Anausaar¸ BaivaYya ko

TIvaI saoTaoM maoM ek nayaI saflata kI ]mmaId hO̧  yaanaI ik jaldI hI
saOTolaa[T T\yaUnar ko saaqa inaima-t haoMgao.nayaa T\yaUnar
[MsTa^la haonao TIvaI saoT kao Alaga sao saoT Ta^p
baa^@sa kI ja$rt nahIM haogaI AaOr yah dSa-kaoM kao
200 sao AiQak caOnalaaoM tk phuMca p`dana kr
sakta hO.
zakur nao yah BaI kha ik [sa maamalao maoM kao[-

inaNa-ya nahIM ilayaa gayaa hO.ipClao idsaMbar maoM̧  maM~I
nao [lao@T/a^ina@sa va saUcanaa tknaIkI maM~I AiSvanaI
vaOYNava kao TIvaI inamaa-taAaoM kao AMtina-iht saOTolaa[T

T\yaUnar ko ilae AaOVaoigak maanak byaUrao Wara inaQaa-irt maanakaoM Apnaayao
jaanao saMbaMQaI inado-Sa donao ko saMbaMQa maoM ilaKa qaa.

T\yaUnar CtaoM pr sqaaipt ek CaoTo eMTInaa kI madd sao ÍI–
TU–eyar TIvaI AaOr roiDyaao caOnala p`aPt krnao maoM madd krogaa.

ANURAG THAKUR
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kar-vaa[- caahto hO M iDSa TIvaI ko inava oSakkar-vaa[- caahto hO M iDSa TIvaI ko inava oSakkar-vaa[- caahto hO M iDSa TIvaI ko inava oSakkar-vaa[- caahto hO M iDSa TIvaI ko inava oSakkar-vaa[- caahto hO M iDSa TIvaI ko inava oSak
iDSa TIvaI Apnao inavaoSakaoM kao kar-vaa[- kI maaMga krto hue

doKa hO AaOr AsaaQaarNa Aama baOzk ³[-jaIema´ baulaanao ko ]nako
AnauraoQaaoM kI AnadoKI krnao ko ilae kMpnaI ko iKlaaf inayaamak

kar-vaa[- krnao ko ilae iva<a maM~I inama-laa saItarmaNa
sao saMpk- ikyaa hO.
inavaoSakaoM nao yah BaI Aaraop lagaayaa hO ik
ka^rpao-roT maamalaaoM ko maM~alaya AaOr saobaI nao kar-vaa[-
krnao sao [Mkar kr idyaa hO.

emaAa[-baI sao AarTIAa[- AiQainayama ko tht javaaba maaMgaa
gayaa hO ik vah sabasao baD,o SaoyarQaark Wara p`staivat inavaoSakaoM kI
inayaui@t kao maMjaUrI donao maoM @yaaoM ivafla rha.

frvarI 2021 maoM kMpnaI ko baaoD- nao Anaumaoya maaoD AaOr Anaumaoya
p`itBaUityaaoM ko mau_o ko maaQyama sao Qana ]gaahnao kI p`iËyaa ka pta lagaanao
AaOr Sau$ krnao ko ilae saOwaMitk maMjaUrI do dI qaI.

DIDI ÍI iDSa kI naIlaamaIDIDI ÍI iDSa kI naIlaamaIDIDI ÍI iDSa kI naIlaamaIDIDI ÍI iDSa kI naIlaamaIDIDI ÍI iDSa kI naIlaamaI
p`saar BaartI nao DIDI ÍI iDSa DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma- ko KalaI

emapI[-jaI–2 slaa^T ko AavaMTna ko ilae Aavaodna AamaMi~t ikyao hOM.yah
slaa^T 1 ApÒla 2023 sao 31 maaca- 2024 tk ek vaYa- kI AvaiQa ko

ilae AavaMiTt ikyao jaa rho hOM.
Aa^nalaa[na [-–naIlaamaI 13 maaca- 2023 sao AsqaayaI

$p sao Aayaaoijat kI jaayaogaI.
jaI[-saI ko ilae Aarixat maUlya ipClaI baar ko hI

samaana 15 kraoD, Épyao haogaa.
27 janavarI 2023 kao p`saar BaartI Wara

AiQasaUicat inajaI caOnalaaoM DIDI ÍI iDSa slaa^T ko
AavaMTna ko ilae [-–naIlaamaI pwit ko Anausaar
[-–naIlaamaI Aayaaoijat kI jaayaogaI.

kovala saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya sao laa[saoMsa
p`aPt saOTolaa[T caOnalaaoM kao hI [-–naIlaamaI maoM Baaga laonao kI Anaumait
haogaI.kovala Aa[-eMDbaI maM~alaya sao vaOQa Anaumait rKnao vaalaI kMpinayaaM
hI DIDI ÍI iDSa slaa^T ko AavaMTna ko ilae [-–naIlaamaI maoM Baaga laonao ko
ilae Aavaodna kr saktI hOM.

maM~alaya Wara laa[saoMsa p`aPt AMtrraYT/Iya saava-jainak p`saark
Aa[- eMD baI [-–naIlaamaI maoM Baaga lao saktI hOM.

DISH TV INVESTORS SEEKS ACTION

Dish TV has seen its investors seeking action
and have approached Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to take regulatory action against the
company for ignoring their requests
for calling an extraordinary general
meeting (EGM).

The investors  have also
alleged that the corporate affairs
ministry and Sebi have refused to take
action.

A reply has sought from the MIB under the RTI
Act as it why it had failed to approve the appointment
of directors proposed by the largest shareholder.

In February 2021, the company's board had
granted in-principle approval to explore and initiate
the process of fund-raising through permissible modes
and issue of permissible securities.

DD FREE DISH AUCTION

Prasar Bharati has invited applications for
allotment of vacant MPEG-2 slots of DD Free Dish
DTH platform. The slots are being allotted for a period
of one year, from April 1, 2023 to March
31, 2024.

The online e-auction will be
tentatively held from March 13, 2023
onwards.

The reserve price for GECs is
the same as last time, Rs 15 crore.

The e-auction will conducted in
accordance with e-auct ion
methodology for allotment of DD free
Dish slots to private channels, notified
by Prasar Bharati on January 27, 2023.

Only satellite channels licensed by the Ministry
of l&B would be allowed to participate in the e-auction.
Only companies holding valid permission from
Ministry of I&B can apply for participation in
e-auction for allocation of DD Free Dish slot.

International Public Broadcasters licensed by
the Ministry of | & B can participate in e-auction.
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SHOBHNA YADAV STAYS AT ABP

ABP’s senior anchor Shobhna Yadav is staying
at ABP amidst reports of her quitting. ABP News
Network senior management has convinced her
to stay back at ABP News Network.

ABP’s CEO Avinash Pandey and Kavita
Dasan, Chief People Officer at ABP News had a
long meeting with Yadav, post which she
dedicated to staying back at the network.

Over the past few months, News TV has
witnessed a number of people's movements,
especially of the senior journalists and anchors
and when Yadav’s name came up it created quite
a stir in media circles as she has been the face
of the channel for a long time.

NDTV ON TRACK WITH PROFITS

NDTV has clocked a profit of Rs 4.6 crore in Q3
on standalone basis against Rs 17.3 crore in the same
quarter last year. For NDTV Group, the profit is Rs
12.9 crore, lower in comparison to the same quarter
last year when it was Rs 27.6 crore. The decline is
primari ly due to reduct ion in
consumption of advertisement
inventory across news genres, the
company’s financial statement
read.

The group in its press release
said that it's declaring its second most profitable year to
date (YTD) results in over a decade. For Q3 as well, the
NDTV Group remains profitable.

The group’s digital arm, NDTV Convergence, has
delivered its best-ever revenue for Q3 with a profit of Rs
13.3 crore. YTD revenues are up by 22% over last year.

This is the 13th consecutive profitable quarter
for the NDTV Group, company said in the press
release.

ebaIpI ma o M banaI rho MgaI Saa oBanaa yaadvaebaIpI ma o M banaI rho MgaI Saa oBanaa yaadvaebaIpI ma o M banaI rho MgaI Saa oBanaa yaadvaebaIpI ma o M banaI rho MgaI Saa oBanaa yaadvaebaIpI ma o M banaI rho MgaI Saa oBanaa yaadva
ebaIpI CaoD,nao kI KbaraoM ko baIca ebaIpI kI vairYz eMkr

SaaooBanaa yaadva ]sako saaqa hI banaI rhoMgaI.ebaIpI nyaUja naoTvak-
ko vairYz p`baMQana nao ]nhoM ebaIpI nyaUja naoTvak- maoM vaapsa banao
rhnao pr manaa ilayaa hO.

ebaIpI ko saI[-Aao AivanaaSa paMDo AaOr ebaIpI nyaUja kI caIf
pIpula Aa^ifsar kivata dasana nao yaadva ko saaqa laMbaI baOzk
kI¸ ijasako baad ]nhaoMnao naoTvak- ko saaqa vaapsa banao rhnao pr
ApnaI sahmait do dI.

ipClao kuC mahInaaoM maoM̧  nyaUja TIvaI nao k[- laaogaaoM ko AaMdaolanaaoM
kao doKa hO̧  ivaSaoYa $p sao vairYz p~karaoM va eMkraoM ko AaOr
jaba yaadva ka naama Aayaa tao maIiDyaa hlakaoM maoM kafI hlacala

macaa dI¸ @yaaoMik vao laMbao samaya tk caOnala ka caohra rhI hOM.

ma unaafo kI rah pr enaDITIvaIma unaafo kI rah pr enaDITIvaIma unaafo kI rah pr enaDITIvaIma unaafo kI rah pr enaDITIvaIma unaafo kI rah pr enaDITIvaI
enaDITIvaI nao sTOMDAlaaona AaQaar pr itmaahImaoM 4º6 kraoD,

Épyao ka laaBa kmaayaa hO̧  jabaik ipClao saala kI samaana itmaahI maoM yah
17º3 kraoD, Épyao qaa.enaDITIvaI samaUh ko ilae laaBa 12º9 kraoD,
Épyao hO̧  jaao ipClao saala kI samaana itmaahI kI tulanaa maoM kma hO̧  ]sa

samaya yah 27º6 kraoD, Épyao qaa.igaravaT
mau#ya $p sao samaacaar SaOilayaaoM maoM iva&apna saUcaI
kI Kpt maoM kmaI ko karNa hO̧  yah jaanakarI
kMpnaI kI iva&iPt maoM dI gayaI hO.
samaUh nao ek pòsa iva&iPt maoM kha hO ik vah

ek dSak sao AiQak samaya maoM Apnao dUsaro sabasao AiQak laaBadayak vaYa-
³vaa[-TIDI´ ko pirNaama GaaoiYat kr rha hO.tIsarI tImaahI maoM BaI
enaDITIvaI samaUh laaBa maoM banaa huAa hO. samaUh kI iDijaTla SaaKa¸
enaDITIvaI knvaja-Msa nao 13º3 kraoD, laaBa ko saaqa tIsarI itmaahI maoM
Aba tk sabasao AcCa rajasva Aija-t ikyaa hO.ipClao vaYa- kI tulanaa maoM
vaa[-TIDI rajasva maoM 22‰ kI vaRiw hu[- hO.

kMpnaI nao pòsa iva&iPt maoM kha enaDITIvaI samaUh ko ilae yah
lagaatar 13 vaIM itmaahI laaBadayak hO.

ADVERTISE NOW ! Contact:  Mob.: +91-9108208956
Tel.: +91-22-6216 5317
Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com
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NETFLIX RULES OUT AD SERVICE IN
INDIA FOR 2023

Co-Chief Executive Officer Ted Sarandos, Netflix
has ruled out advertising based services in India in 2023.
Netflix saw a 25% rise in revenue and a
30% increase in engagement and watch
time

He further said that the Indian
market witnessed the fastest growth in
2022 and the country’s paid subscription
in numbers was the highest in the world.

Sarandos said, “So far, only 12 markets have rolled
out advertising-driven model along with the existing
subscription format.

Sarandos said there will be a continued investment
push in the Indian market and it will receive a larger share
of the platform’s $17 billion budget.

OTTPLAY PREMIUM OFFER

OTTplay Premium, the AI-powered OTT
recommendation and content discovery platform, has
grown from 12 to 15 OTT with the inclusion of three
additional platforms: Playflix,
Dollywood Play, and PTC Play.

The OTTplay premium
recommendation engine
monitors and analyses user
activity on the platform, then
displays tailored suggestions
based on user preferences.

OTTplay Premium has
collaborated with OTT service
providers to offer consumers
with bundled packages.

Avinash Mudaliar, Co-Founder and CEO –
OTTplay, said, “Since our inception, we are the front
runners in offering best of digital OTT content. With the
new partnership with Playflix, Dollywood Play, and PTC
Play, we are determined to touch new entertainment
milestones. This intriguing offering is intended to make
OTTplay Premium consumer friendly by recommending

naoTiFlask nao 2023 ko ilae iva&apna saovaa sao ikyaanaoTiFlask nao 2023 ko ilae iva&apna saovaa sao ikyaanaoTiFlask nao 2023 ko ilae iva&apna saovaa sao ikyaanaoTiFlask nao 2023 ko ilae iva&apna saovaa sao ikyaanaoTiFlask nao 2023 ko ilae iva&apna saovaa sao ikyaa
[ Mkar[ Mkar[ Mkar[ Mkar[ Mkar

naoTiFlask ko sah–mau#ya kaya-karI AiQakarI ToD saarMDaosa nao
2023 maoM Baart maoM iva&apna AaQaairt saovaaAaoM sao [Mkar ikyaa

hO.naoTiFlask nao rajasva maoM 25‰ vaRiw AaOr doKo
jaanao va dSa-kaoM ko jauD,ava maoM 30‰ baZ,aotrI kI
baat kI hO.
]nhaoMnao Aagao kha ik BaartIya baajaar maoM 2022
maoM sabasao toja vaRiw doKI gayaI AaOr doSa kI poD
sabsaËIPSana duinayaa maoM sabasao AiQak qaI.

saarMDaosa nao kha ik ABaI tk kovala 12 baajaaraoM nao maaOjaUda
sabsaËIPSana p`a$p ko saaqa iva&apna saMcaailat maa^Dla kao raola Aa]T
ikyaa hO.saarMDaosa nao kha ik BaartIya baajaar maoM lagaatar inavaoSa kao
baZ,avaa imalaogaa AaOr [sao PlaoTfa^ma- ko 17 Arba Da^lar ko bajaT ka baD,a
ihssaa imalaogaa.

Aa oTITIPla o p ` Iimayama Aa ^frAa oTITIPla o p ` Iimayama Aa ^frAa oTITIPla o p ` Iimayama Aa ^frAa oTITIPla o p ` Iimayama Aa ^frAa oTITIPla o p ` Iimayama Aa ^fr
AaoTITIPlao p`Iimayama¸ eAa[-–saMcaailat AaoTITI AnauSaMsaa AaOr

saamaga`I Kaoja PlaoTfa^ma- tIna Aitir@t PlaoTfa^maao-M: PlaoiFlask¸ Da^laIvauD
Plao AaOr pITIsaI Plao kao Saaimala krnao ko saaqa 12 sao 15 AaoTITI tk

baZ, gayaa hO.
AaoTITIPlao p`Iimayama AnauSaMsaa¸ PlaoTfa^ma-
pr ]pyaaogakta- gaitivaiQa pr najar rKta
hO AaOr ]saka ivaSlaoYaNa krta hO̧  ifr
]pyaaogakta- ko p̀aqaimaktaAaoM ko AaQaar
pr Anau$p p̀dSa-na ka sauJaava dota hO.
AaoTITI Plao p`Iimayama nao ]pBaao@taAaoM
kao baMDla pOkoja ko saaqa poSakSa krnao
ko ilae AaoTITI saovaa p`dataAaoM ko saaqa

sahyaaoga ikyaa hO.
EaI AivanaaSa maudilayaar¸ sah–saMsqaapk AaOr saI[-Aao¸ AaoTITIPlao nao
kha ik ‘ApnaI sqaapnaa ko baad sao̧  hma sava-EaoYz AaoTITI saamaga`I kI
poSakSa krnao maoM Aga`NaI rho hOM.PlaoiFlask¸ Da^laIvauD Plao AaOr pITIsaI
Plao ko saaqa nayaI saaJaodarI ko saaqa hma manaaorMjana ko ilae nayao maIla ko
p%qar kao CUnao ko ilae dRZ, hOM.[sa AakYa-k poSakSa ka ]_oSya
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AavaodnaaoM kI ek nayaI EaRMKlaa ko saaqa hmaaro dSa-kaoM kI isafairSa
krko AaoTITIPlao kao ]pBaao@ta ko AnaukUla banaanaa hO.

KrIdara o M kI tlaaSa ma o M emae@sa Pla oyarKrIdara o M kI tlaaSa ma o M emae@sa Pla oyarKrIdara o M kI tlaaSa ma o M emae@sa Pla oyarKrIdara o M kI tlaaSa ma o M emae@sa Pla oyarKrIdara o M kI tlaaSa ma o M emae@sa Pla oyar
KbaraoM ko mautaibak emae@sa Plaoyar ibaËI ko ilae tOyaar

hO.Amaojana¸ jaI AaOr saaonaI nao Ta[msa [MTrnaoT ko svaaima%va vaalao AaoTITI
eop haisala krnao maoM ApnaI $ica idKa[- hO.

KbaraoM kI maanaoM tao iflahala ivacaar–ivamaSa- cala rha hO AaOr
saaOdoM kI Satao-M kao AMitma $p idyaa jaanaa baakI
hO.cacaa- jaarI hO̧  laoikna irpaoT- batatI hO ik
Amaojana kI poSakSa Saayad hI saaOdo maoM tbadIla
hao.
Ta[msa [MTrnaoT nao emae@sa Plaoyar kao 2018 maoM

140 imailayana Da^lar maoM KrIda qaa.emae@sa Plaoyar kao 18 jaulaa[- 2011
kao ek vaIiDyaao Plaoyar ko $p maoM laa^nca ikyaa gayaa qaa.baad maoM̧  2019
maoM yah mau#ya $p sao BaartIya dSa-kaoM ko ilae ek AaoTITI sT/IimaMga
PlaoTfa^ma- ko $p maoM Aa gayaa.

emae@sa Plaoyar BaI emae@sa TkaTk kao laa^nca krko laGau
vaIiDyaao p`a$p maoM ivastar krnao vaalao Sau$AatI vaIiDyaao eOp maoM sao ek
qaa¸ jaao AMtt: 900 imailayana Da^lar ko saaOdo maoM SaoyarcaOT ko laGau
vaIiDyaao poSakSa maa^ja ko saaqa ivalaya hao gayaa.

Aa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa ba `a MD naama – Aa^lTAa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa ba `a MD naama – Aa^lTAa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa ba `a MD naama – Aa^lTAa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa ba `a MD naama – Aa^lTAa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa ba `a MD naama – Aa^lT
Aa^lT baalaajaI ka nayaa naama Aa^lT haogaa.kMpnaI nao kha

ik laaogaao maoM badlaava ]sakI vyaapk rIba`aMiDMga rNanaIit ka ihssaa hO̧
ijasaka ]_oSya ]sakI Civa kao ]sako maUla maUlyaaoM AaOr imaSana ko saaqa

saMroiKt krnaa hO.
Aa^lT nao ek nayao mau#ya vyavasaaya AiQakarI ivavaok kaoka
kao inayau@t krnao kI GaaoYaNaa kI hO.vao Apnao saaqa 20 sao
AiQak vaYaao-M ka AnauBava laa rho hOM.
kaoka nao kha ‘Aa^lT BaartIya AaoTITI sposa maoM Aga`NaI rha
hO AaOr [sanao doSaBar ko dSa-kaoM ka manaaorMjana ikyaa hO.saflata
AaOr p`SaMsaa ko saaqa ]pBaao@taAaoM kI ]mmaIdaoM pr Kra
]trnao kI ijammaodarI AatI hO.[sa saaoca ko Anau$p Aa^lT

samaana $p sao AakYa-k saamaga`I Wara samaiqa-t ApnaI phcaana ko saaqa
ek raomaaMcak yaa~a Sau$ krta hO.ba`aMD ko saaqa jauD,naa AaOr [sa yaa~a
ka ihssaa bananaa maoro ilayao bahut AcCa samaya hO. 

our viewers with a new range of entertainment
applications.”

MX PLAYER LOOKS FOR BUYERS

MX Player is up for sale as per reports. Amazon,
Zee and Sony have shown their interest in acquiring the
Times Internet-owned OTT app

Amazon Prime Video, Sony and Zee are reportedly
in talks with Times Internet to acquire MX Player.

According to reports,
deliberations are currently underway
and the terms of the deal are yet to be
finalised. While the discussion is in
progress, reports suggest that
Amazon's offer may not materialise
into a deal.

Times Internet acquired MX Player in 2018 for $140
million. MX Player launched as a video player on July 18,
2011. Later in 2019, it pivoted to an OTT streaming platform,
catering primarily to the Indian audience.

MX Player was also one of the earliest video apps
to expand into the short video format by launching MX
Takatak, which eventually merged with ShareChat’s short
video offering Moj in a deal worth $900 million.

ALT BALAJI NEW BRAND NAME - ALTT

Alt Balaji  new brand name – Altt.The company
stated that the change in logo is part of its broader
rebranding strategy, which aims to align its image with its
core values and mission.

Altt has announced the appointment of a
new Chief Business Officer Vivek Koka. He
comes with over 20 years of experience.

Koka said, “Altt has been a pioneer in the
Indian OTT space and has entertained audiences
across the country. With success and adulation
comes the responsibility of staying true to the
consumers’ expectations. Keeping in line with
the same thought, Altt embarks on an exciting journey
with its identity backed by equally engaging content. It is
a great time for me to be associated with the brand and to
be a part of this journey.” 
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CONVERGENCE POLICY

p`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOrp`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOrp`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOrp`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOrp`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOr
kobala knvaja-Msakobala knvaja-Msakobala knvaja-Msakobala knvaja-Msakobala knvaja-Msa

p`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOr kobala xao~aoM ko baIca knvaja-Msa nao
caunaaOityaaoM ko Apnao AnaUzo saoT tOyaar ikyaa hO.[sao

saMbaaoiQat krnao ko ilae TolaIka^ma rogaulaoTrI Aqaa^irTI
Aa^f [MiDyaa ³T/a[-´ nao ‘knvajD- iDijaTla To@naaolaa^jaIja
AaOr saiva-saoja kao ivainayaimat krnao pr ek pramaSa- p~

jaarI ikyaa hO–p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM kI
kOirja ka knvaja-Msa.

BaartIya d Ursa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ³masaa Oda´BaartIya d Ursa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ³masaa Oda´BaartIya d Ursa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ³masaa Oda´BaartIya d Ursa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ³masaa Oda´BaartIya d Ursa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ³masaa Oda´

ABaI hala hI maoM 21 isatMbar 2022 kao Da^T nao dUrsaMcaar maoM ek
AaQauinak AaOr BaivaYya ko ilae tOyaar kanaUnaI Z,aMcaa ivakisat krnao ko

ilae saava-jainak pramaSa- ko ilae masaaOda BaartIya
dUrsaMcaar ivaQaoyak 2022 kao jaarI ikyaa.halaMik
masaaOda ibala ABaI BaI ApnaI Sau$AatI carNaaoM maoM
hI hO AaOr ibala ko pazÀsaamaga`I maoM k[- badlaava
hao sakto hO M¸ ibala ko p`mauK p`avaQaana jaao
knvaja-Msa ko ilae kuC mah%vapUNa- hao sakto hOM̧
]nakI yahaM cacaa- kI gayaI hO.

masaaOda ibala Da^T Wara vat-maana maoM Baart maoM dUrsaMcaar pirdRSya kao
inayaMi~t krnao vaalao ivaiBanna ivaQaanaaoM kao samaoikt krnao ka p`yaasa hO̧
Aqaa-t ibala tIna Alaga–Alaga AiQainayamaaoM kao samaoikt krta hO jaao
vat-maana maoM dUrsaMcaar kao inayaMi~t krto hO–BaartIya TolaIga`af AiQainayama
1885¸ BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama 1933 AaOr d TolaIga`af
vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI saMrxaNa´ AiQainayama 1950.ek nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao
kao laagaU krnao ka ek Anya mah%vapUNa- karNa kanaUna kao tknaIkI p`gait
ko barabar laanaa hO AaOr AaOpinavaoiSak yauga ko kanaUnaaoM sao Ap`cailat
p`avaQaanaaoM kao hTanaa hO jaao [sao badlanaa caahto hOM.laxya xao~ maoM p`gait
AaOr caunaaOityaaoM kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao kao ApDoT
krnaa hO.ibala koMd` sarkar kao dUrsaMcaar ko tIna p`mauK phlauAaoM kao
inayaMi~t krnao ka AiQakar dota hO:

1´ dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM AaOr naoTvak-
2´ dUrsaMcaar ]pkrNa AaOr Z,aMcaa¸ AaOr
3´ spo@T/ma¸ [sako Asaa[namaoMT saiht

BROADCAST,
TELECOM & CABLE

CONVERGENCE
The convergence amidst the broadcast, telecom

and cable sectors has drawn up its unique set of
challenges. To address this - The Telecom

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has issued
a consultation paper on ‘Regulating Converged

Digital Technologies and Services -Enabling
Convergence of Carriage of Broadcasting and

Telecommunication services’

THE (DRAFT) INDIAN
TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022

Recently on 21st September 2022, DoT has released
the Draft Indian Telecommunications
2022 Bill for public consultation to
develop a modern and future-ready legal
framework in telecommunication.
Though the draft bill is still in its initial
phases and the text/content of the bill
may undergo several changes, the key
provisions of the bill that may be of some
significance to convergence have been
discussed here.

The draft Bill is an attempt by the DoT to consolidate
various legislations presently governing the
telecommunication landscape in India, i.e., the Bill
consolidates three separate acts which currently govern
the telecommunication sector — the Indian Telegraph Act,
1885, Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933, and The
Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Protection) Act, 1950. Another
key reason for bringing into force a new regulatory
framework is to bring the law at par with technological
advancements and remove obsolete provisions from the
colonial era laws it seeks to replace. The goal is to update
the extant regulatory framework in keeping with the
advancements and challenges in the sector. The Bill
empowers the central government to govern three key
aspects of telecom:

i) telecommunication services and networks.
ii) telecommunication equipment and infrastructure; and
iii) Spectrum, including its assignment.
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e ´e ´e ´e ´e ´ laa[sa o M isa Mga¸ p MjaIkrNa Aa Or p`aiQakrNalaa[sa o M isa Mga¸ p MjaIkrNa Aa Or p`aiQakrNalaa[sa o M isa Mga¸ p MjaIkrNa Aa Or p`aiQakrNalaa[sa o M isa Mga¸ p MjaIkrNa Aa Or p`aiQakrNalaa[sa o M isa Mga¸ p MjaIkrNa Aa Or p`aiQakrNa
ibala ko tht¸ caar p`kar kI AnaumaityaaoM kI phcaana kI gayaI

hO–laa[saoMsa¸ pMjaIkrNa¸ p`aiQakrNa AaOr Asaa[namaoMT ³kovala spo@T/ma ko
ilae´.jabaik ivaQaoyak caar p`kar kI AnaumaityaaoM ko baIca AMtr nahIM
krta hO yah spYT krta hO ik laa[saoMsa kovala dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM p`dana
krnao yaa dUrsaMcaar naoTvak- saMcaailat krnao ko ilae AavaSyak hO.dUrsaMcaar
AvasaMrcanaa kI sqaapnaa krnao ko ilae pMjaIkrNa p`aPt krnaa AavaSyak
hO AaOr vaayalaosa ]pkrNa rKnao ko ilae p̀aiQakrNa AavaSyak hO.Asaa[namaoMT
kovala spo@T/ma pr laagaU haota hO.ivaQaoyak yah BaI tk- dota hO ik
dUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaa sqaaipt krnao jaOsao ivaiSaYT maamalaaoM ko ilae¸ [sao
sqaaipt krnao kI p̀iËyaa kao sarla banaanao ko ilae pMjaIkrNa kI AavaSyakta
poSa kI gayaI hO.naIit kI inarMtrta sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae¸ yah ibala
spYT krta hO ik ipClaI laa[saoMsa Satao-M ko tht laa[saoMsa p`aPt saMsqaaAaoM
kao p`vaasana tk Apnao pUva-vatI- laa[saoMsa ko tht kama krnao kI Anaumait
dI jaayaogaI.

b a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I º Aa oTITI sa Mca arÀp`saarNa sa o v a a ivainayamanaAa oTITI sa Mca arÀp`saarNa sa o v a a ivainayamanaAa oTITI sa Mca arÀp`saarNa sa o v a a ivainayamanaAa oTITI sa Mca arÀp`saarNa sa o v a a ivainayamanaAa oTITI sa Mca arÀp`saarNa sa o v a a ivainayamana
AaoTITI saMcaar saovaayaoM Aaja Aa^iDyaao¸ vaIiDyaao va maosaoja saovaa

p`dana krtI hO jaao laa[saoMsa p`aPt krnao vaalaI TIesapI Wara p`dana kI
jaanao vaalaI samaana saovaaAaoM ko saaqa p`itsqaapnaa yaaogya hO.TIesapI
[MÍasT/@car¸ spo@T/ma p`baMQana kI laagat vahna krto hOM AaOr spo@T/ma ko
[stomaala ko ilae laa[saoMsa Saulk ka Baugatana krto hOM.]saI samaya¸ ]nakao
saava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%vaaoM AaOr raola Aa]T daiya%baaoM kao pUra krnao AaOr

Anya ivainayamaaoM ka palana krnao kI AavaSyakta
haotI hO.samakxa saovaa p`dataAaoM kao vat-maana
maoM iksaI BaI inayaamak daiya%vaaoM kao pUra krnao
ko ilae baaQya nahIM ikyaa gayaa hO AaOr ]nhoM
iksaI laagat kao ]zanaI nahIM hO.[sako Alaavaa¸
TIesapI nao tk- idyaa hO ik AaoTITI saMcaar
saovaayaoM ]nako esaemaesa AaOr vaa^yasa ka^la
vyavasaayaaoM kao hD,p rhI hO AaOr [sailae ]nhoM
vaOsao hI laa[saoMsa idyaa jaanaa caaihe jaOsao vao

hOM.TIesapI kao naoTvak- @yaUAaoesa banaayao rKnao AaOr TOirf Z,aMcao ko
Anaupalana kI BaI AavaSyakta haotI hO AaOr vao ivaiBanna sarkarI SaulkaoM ko
BaI AQaIna haoto hOM.ek javaabaI tk- ko $p maoM ek baD,I Tok kMpnaI ka
tk- hO ik AaoTITI AaOr ivaiBanna TIesapI Wara p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI
saovaayaoM samaana nahIM haotI hO AaOr AadSa- $p sao Alaga–Alaga Z,aMcao ko tht
ivainayaimat ikyaa jaanaa caaihe–yaaina AaoTITI saovaaAaoM ko ilae saUcanaa
tknaIkI kanaUna AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ilae dUrsaMcaar kanaUna.

vat-maana maoM jabaik dUrsaMcaar kMpinayaaoM kao saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa

A. LICENSING, REGISTRATION, AND
AUTHORIZATION
Under the Bill, four types of permissions are

identified - license, registration, authorization, and
assignment (only for spectrum). While the Bill does not
differentiate between the four types of permissions, it
clarifies that a license is only required for providing
telecommunication services or operating telecommunication
networks. Registration must be obtained for establishing
telecommunication infrastructure and an authorization is
essential for the possession of wireless equipment.
Assignment only applies to spectrum. The Bill also reasons
that for specific cases such as establishing
telecommunication infrastructure, a registration requirement
has been introduced to simplify the process of setting it up.
To ensure policy continuity, the Bill clarifies that entities
licensed under the previous license conditions will be
allowed to operate under their erstwhile licenses until
migration.

B. OTT COMMUNICATION/BROADCASTING
SERVICES REGULATION
The OTT Communication services offer voice, video,

and messaging services, that are substitutable with similar
services offered by licensed TSPs. The TSPs bear the costs
for the infrastructure, spectrum management and pay
license fees for use of spectrum. At the same time, they
need to meet Universal Services Obligations and roll-out
obligations and comply with other
regulations. The counterpart OTT
service providers are presently not
mandated to adhere to any
regulatory obligations and do not
have to bear any such costs. Further,
TSPs have argued that OTT
communication services are
grabbing their SMS and voice call
businesses and, therefore, should be
licensed just as they are. TSPs are
also required to maintain network QoS and comply with
Tariff framework and are also subjected to various
Government levies. As a counter argument, big tech firms
argue that the services provided by OTTs and TSPs are not
similar and should ideally be regulated under separate
frameworks – information technology laws for OTT services
and telecom laws for telecommunication services.

At present, while telecom companies need a
licence to offer services, OTT platforms do not. The
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krnao ko ilae laa[saoMsa kI AavaSyakta haotI hO̧  AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M kao
nahIM.AaoTITI saMcaarÀp`saarNaÀsaMdoSa saovaaAaoM kao Saaimala krnao ko ilae
‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM’ kI pirBaaYaa kao vyaapk banaanao ko ilae ivaQaoyak ka
[rada [na PlaoTfa^maao-M kao p`Saasainak AaOr inayaamak inarIxaNa ko tht laanaa
hao sakta hO.ivainayaamak dayaro ko BaItr eosao [MTrnaoT AaQaairt saMcaar
PlaoTfa^maao-M kao Saaimala krnaa k[- doSaaoM maoM dUrsaMcaar¸ p`saarNaÀAaoTITI
]VaogaaoM kI maaMga rhI hO AaOr yah ek ivavaadaspd naIitgat maamalaa
hO.Baart maoM BaI¸ yao dao p`mauK mau_o naamat: ³e´ sabako ilae samaana Avasar
AaOr ³baI´ naoTvak- ivastar laagat pr dUrsaMcaar ]Vaoga kI laMbao samaya sao
calaI Aa rhI maaMga hO.

halaaMik¸ ‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM’ kI pirBaaYaa¸ ijasaka Aqa- hO ik
dUrsaMcaar ko maaQyama sao p`dana kI jaanao vaalaI kao[- BaI saovaa yaanaI tar¸
roiDyaao̧  Aa^iPTkla yaa Anya ivaVut cauMbakIya p`NaailayaaoM ko maaQyama sao iksaI
BaI saMdoSa ka p`saarNa¸ ]%saja-na yaa svaagat saBaI Saaimala hO AaOr saMBaaivat
$p sao iDijaTla PlaoTfa^ma- kI ek ivastRt EaRMKlaa kao kvar kr sakta
hO.[sa p`kar¸ AaoTITI dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM AaOr AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M kao
dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko dayaro maoM laanao ka matlaba yah hao sakta hO ik vao
TIesapI ko $p maoM inayaamak vyavasqaa ko AQaIna haoMgao AaOr AaoTITI saovaaAaoM
kI poSakSa ko ilae laa[saoMsa yaa pMjaIkrNa kI AavaSyakta haogaI.

s a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I ºs a I º BaartIya dUrsa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ko masaa Od o ma o MBaartIya dUrsa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ko masaa Od o ma o MBaartIya dUrsa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ko masaa Od o ma o MBaartIya dUrsa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ko masaa Od o ma o MBaartIya dUrsa Mcaar ivaQa oyak 2022 ko masaa Od o ma o M
p`saarNa saovaaAao M sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M kao Saaimalap`saarNa saovaaAao M sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M kao Saaimalap`saarNa saovaaAao M sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M kao Saaimalap`saarNa saovaaAao M sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M kao Saaimalap`saarNa saovaaAao M sa o sa Mba MiQat maamalaa o M kao Saaimala
krn a akrn a akrn a akrn a akrn a a

BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivaQaoyak 2022 ko masaaOdo maoM kuC p`avaQaanaaoM kao
Saaimala ikyaa gayaa hO jaao p`saarNa saovaaAaoM sao saMbaMiQat hO.

p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko vahna ko knvaja-Msa ko ilae
inamnailaiKt p`avaQaanaaoM kao Saaimala krnao kao samaqa-karI kha jaa sakta
hO:

1´ pirBaaYaa:pirBaaYaa:pirBaaYaa:pirBaaYaa:pirBaaYaa: pramaSa-p~ kI iTPpiNayaaoM kI jaaMca ko baad ]Baro
ivaYayaaoM maoM sao ek dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaI Z,aMcao maoM p`asaMigak Satao-M ko
naamakrNa AaOr pirBaaYaaAaoM kao ApDoT krnao kI AavaSyakta
hO.

 ivaQaoyak ‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM‘dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM kI ek vyaapk pirBaaYaa
p`stut krta hO ijasamaoM Aba [MTrnaoT AaQaairt saovaayaoM̧  [na
Flaa[T AaOr samaud`I knaoi@TivaTI¸ parspirk saMcaar saovaayaoM̧
maSaIna sao maSaIna saMcaar saovaayaoM AaOr Aaovar–d^–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´
AaQaairt saMcaar saovaayao M Saaimala hO jaao dUrsaMcaar Wara
]pyaaogakta-AaoM kao ]plabQa krayaa jaata hO.pirBaaYaa maoM
Saaimala Anya dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM hOM:

Bil l’s  intent  in  widening the defini t ion of
' te lecommunicat ion services '  to  include OTT
communication/ broadcasting/messaging services may
be to bring these platforms under administrative and
regulatory oversight. The inclusion of such internet-
based communication platforms within the regulatory
ambit has been the demand of telecom, broadcasting/
OTT industries in many countries on plank of level-
playing field and is a contentious policy issue. In India
also,  i t  is  a  long-standing demand of  the
telecommunications industry on two key issues namely,
(a) level-playing field and (b) network expansion costs.

However, the definition of 'telecommunication
services', meaning any service provided through
telecommunication, i.e., transmission, emission, or
reception of any messages through wire, radio, optical
or other electro-magnetic systems is all encompassing,
and can potentially cover a wide range of digital
platforms. Thus, bringing OTT telecommunication
services and OTT platforms under the ambit of telecom
services may mean that they will be subject to the
regulatory regime as TSPs and would require a licence or
registration to offer OTT services.

C. INCLUSION OF BROADCASTING
SERVICES RELATED PROVISIONS
IN THE DRAFT INDIAN
TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022
The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022 has

incorporated certain provisions that are related to
broadcasting services. Inclusion of following provisions
can be said to be enablers for convergence of carriage of
Broadcasting and Telecommunication services:

i) Definitions: One of the themes that emerged after
examining the comments of the Consultation Paper is
the need for updating the nomenclature and
definitions of relevant terms in the telecommunication
legal framework.
 The Bill introduces a broad definition of

‘telecommunication services’, which now
includes internet-based services, in-flight and
maritime connectivity, interpersonal
communications services, machine to machine
communication services, and over-the-top (OTT)
based communication services that are made
available to users by telecommunication. Other
telecommunication services included in the
definition are:



20 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MARCH 2023

CONVERGENCE POLICY

i. p̀saarNa

ii. [lao@T/a^inak maola¸ vaa^yasa maola¸ vaa^yasa¸ vaIiDyaao¸ DoTa¸
Aa^iDyaaoTo@sa saovaaAaoM AaOr vaIiDyaaoTo@sa saovaaAaoM̧  if@sD
AaOr maaobaa[la saovaaAaoM saiht saMcaar saovaayaoM̧

iii. [MTrnaoT va ba`a^DbaOMD saovaa

iv. saOTolaa[T AaQaairt saMcaar saovaayao M AaOr dUrsaMcaar
saovaaAaoM ko ilae koMd` sarkar Wara AiQasaUicat kao[-
Anya saovaa.

 dUrsaMcaardUrsaMcaardUrsaMcaardUrsaMcaardUrsaMcaar Sabd kao tar¸ roiDyaao̧  Aa^iPTkla yaa Anya ivaVut
cauMbakIya p`NaailayaaoM Wara iksaI saMdoSa
ko p`saarNa¸ ]%saja-na yaa svaagat ko
$p maoM BaI pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa
hO.saMdoSa kao iksaI BaI saMkot¸
isaganala¸ laoKna¸ Civa¸ Qvaina¸
vaIiDyaao̧  DoTa sT/Ima yaa dUrsaMcaar ko
ilae AiBapòt saUcanaa ko $p maoM BaI
pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO.

 p`saarNa saovaaAao Mp`saarNa saovaaAao Mp`saarNa saovaaAao Mp`saarNa saovaaAao Mp`saarNa saovaaAao M kao ]na
dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO jaao
p`%yaxa yaa Ap`%yaxa $p sao Aama janata Wara p`aPt kI
jaanaI hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ vaayarlaosa ]pkrNa kI pirBaaYaa
maoM kao[- BaI vaayarlaosa T/aMsamaITr Saaimala hO jaao vaayarlaosa
saMcaar ko p`saarNa yaa ]%saja-na ko ilae ]pyaaoga krnao maoM
saxama hO.

 ‘laa[saoMsa’‘laa[saoMsa’‘laa[saoMsa’‘laa[saoMsa’‘laa[saoMsa’ Sabd kao ek laa[saoMsa¸ Anaumaaodna¸ p`aiQakrNa¸
Anaumait ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO ijasao [sa AiQainayama
³ibala´ ko tht p`dana ikyaa gayaa hO:

i. dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM ³naIcao ]p–KMD ³saI´ ko tht inaid-YT
kovala eosaI p`saarNa saovaaAaoM saiht:

ii. dUrsaMcaar naoTvak- AaOr

iii. Anausa UcaI 2 mao M p`saarNa saovaayao M AaOr kao[- Anya
p`saarNa saovaayaoM ijanhoM koMd` sarkar Wara laa[saoMsa kI
AavaSyakta ko $p maoM AiQasaUicat ikyaa jaa sakta
hO.

ií ivaQaoyak kI AnausaUcaI 2 ko Anausaar¸ inaQaa-irt itiqa tk laa[saoMsa
kI AavaSyakta vaalaI p`saarNa saovaayaoM hOM:

i. broadcasting,
ii. communication services including electronic

mail, voice mail, voice, video, data, audiotex
services, videotex services, fixed and mobile
services,

iii. internet and broadband services
iv. satellite-based communication services and

any other service notified by the central
government to be telecommunication
services.

 The term telecommunication is also defined
as transmission,
emission, or
reception of any
message by wire,
radio, optical or
other electro-
magnetic systems.
Message is defined
as any sign, signal,
writing, image,
sound, video, data
stream or information intended for telecom.

 The ‘broadcasting services’ are defined as the
telecommunication services that are intended to
be received by the general public either directly
or indirectly. Further, the definition of wireless
equipment includes any wireless transmitter that
is capable of use for broadcasting or emission of
wireless communication.

 The term ‘license’ is defined as a license,
approval, authorization, permission by whatever
name called, granted under this Act (the Bill) for
providing:
i. telecommunication services (including only

such broadcasting services as specified under
sub-clause (c) below);

ii. telecommunication network; and
iii. broadcasting services in Schedule 2 and any

other broadcasting services as may be notified
by the Central Government as requiring a
license.

ii) As per the Schedule 2 of the Bill, the broadcasting
services requiring license as of the Appointed Date
are –
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i. Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saovaayaoM
iil. saamaudaiyak roiDyaao sToSanaaoM
iii. inajaI ejaoMisayaaoM ko maaQyama sao efema roiDyaao p`saarNa saovaayaoM
iv. [MTrnaoT p`aoTaoka^la TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ saovaayaoM
v. TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI Da]nailaMikMga
vi. TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga

yah BaI ]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO ik ‘AnausaUicayaaoM kao saMSaaoQana
krnao kI koMd` sarkar kI Sai@t’ kI Qaara ko tht p`avaQaanaaoM ko
AQaIna¸ koMd` sarkar ]prao@t AnausaUcaI maoM badlaava kr saktI hO.

³naaoT: jaOsaaik dUrsaMcaar ivaQaoyak ka masaaOda ABaI BaI cacaa- maoM hO
AaOr pramaSa- ko ilae saava-jainak Daomaona maoM hO¸ yah Qyaana rKnaa ]icat hO
ik ivaQaoyak maoM ]llaoiKt p`avaQaana baad maoM badla sakto hOM AaOr td\nausaar
kuC iTPpiNayaaM masaaOdo ibala maoM badlaava ko baad laagaU nahIM hao saktI hO.´

p`saarNa xa o~ ma o M laa[sa o M isa Mgap`saarNa xa o~ ma o M laa[sa o M isa Mgap`saarNa xa o~ ma o M laa[sa o M isa Mgap`saarNa xa o~ ma o M laa[sa o M isa Mgap`saarNa xa o~ ma o M laa[sa o M isa Mga
saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ p`saarkaoM AaOr ivatrNa

PlaoTfa^maao-M yaanaI DITIeca Aa^proTraoM kao saBaI p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM
sao saMbaMiQat laa[saoMsaÀAnaumaitÀpMjaIkrNa jaarI krnao ko ilae naaoDla maM~alaya
hO.

p`saarNa saovaayaoM¸ jaOsao saOTolaa[T AaQaairt DITIeca AaOr kobala
TIvaI saovaayao M¸ ekIkRt laa[sao Msa ko tht p`aiQakrNa ko dayaro mao M
Saaimala nahIM hO.halaaMik e@saosa saovaa p`aiQakrNa AaOr [MTrnaoT saovaa
p`aiQakrNa ko dayaro maoM¸ laa[saoMsaQaarI kao Aa[-pITIvaI saovaa p`dana krnao
kI Anaumait hO¸ jaao ek p`saarNa saovaa hO.yah ekmaa~ p`saarNa saovaa
hO ijasao dUrsaMcaar vyavasqaa ko tht inapTayaa jaata hO.dUrsaMcaar xao~
maoM laa[saoMisaga vyavasqaa pr ipClao AnauBaaga maoM ivastar sao cacaa- kI
gayaI.

vat-maana maoM emaAa[-baI inamnailaiKt p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana ko
ilae laa[saoMsaÀAnaumaitÀpMjaIkrNa p`dana kr rha hO:

i. Direct to Home (DTH) Services.
ii. Community Radio Stations.
iii. FM Radio Broadcasting Services through Private

Agencies.
iv. Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) Services.
v. Downlinking of Television Channels.
vi. Uplinking of Television Channels.

It is also mentioned that subject to the provisions
under the Section ‘Power of Central Government to
amend Schedules’, the Central Government may alter
the above Schedule.

(Note: As the draft Telecom Bill is still under discussions
and is in public domain for consultation, it is pertinent to
note that the provisions mentioned in the bill may change
subsequently, and accordingly some observations may not
be applicable subsequent to changes in the draft bill)

LICENSING IN BROADCASTING
SECTOR

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) is
the nodal ministry responsible for the issuance of all
broadcasting and cable services related licenses/
permissions/registrations to broadcasters and distribution
platform i.e., DTH operators.

The broadcasting services, such as satellite - based
DTH and Cable TV Services, are not included in the scope
of authorizations under Unified License. Although, under
the scope of Access Service Authorization and Internet
Service Authorization, the licensee is permitted to provide
IPTV service, which is a broadcasting service. This is the
only broadcasting service that is dealt under the telecom
license regime. The licensing regime in the telecom sector
has been discussed in detail in the preceding section.

Currently, MIB is granting license/permission/
registration for the provision of the following broadcasting
services:
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Table 1: Licenses/permissions/registrations related to
Broadcasting and Cable services.

Operator Authorization
Uplinking and downlinking of

satellite TV channels/Set-up
of Teleports Permission

Direct-to-Home (DTH) operators License
Headend-In-The Sky (HITS) operators Permission
Multi-system Operator (MSO) Registration
Local Cable Operator (LCO) Registration
Private FM broadcasters Permission
Community Radio Stations Permission

Uplinking and downlinking of TV channels
These are governed by the policy guidelines laid

down by MIB. Satellite TV channels are being granted
permissions in two categories viz. “News and Current Affairs
TV channels” and “Non-News and Current Affairs TV
channels”. The permission process goes through various
departments and ministries after submission of the
application with the prescribed processing fee, as applicable
to MIB. The application processing requires checking of
eligibility of the applicant company by MIB, security
clearance from Home Ministry, satellite use clearance from
DoS, clearance from Department of Revenue (for
downlinking permission only), examination of net worth by
empaneled CAs, clearances from Wireless Planning and
Coordination Wing (WPC) and Network Operation and
Control Center (NOCC) (for frequency assignment).
Permission for teleports is also granted by MIB under the
uplinking guidelines issued by MIB. The process of granting
permission for setting up uplinking Hub/Teleports is quite
similar to that of uplinking permission. Table 2 details out
the processing fees, minimum net-worth, bank guarantee,
annual renewal, permission fees and period of permission
for the uplinking/downlinking of TV channels as prescribed
in the guidelines.
License to Direct to Home (DTH) operators

The Government had issued policy guidelines for
DTH broadcasting services in India on 15th March 2001.
As of now, apart from DD Free Dish, which is a free-to-air
DTH service of Doordarshan, there are 4 private pay DTH
service providers in operation in the country. DTH services
make use of satellites and DTH operators are allowed to
use Ku band frequencies. DTH license is issued under
Section 4 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 by MIB after

T o b al a 2º2:p ` s a arN a Aa O r k o b al a s a o v a aAa o M  s a o  s a M b a M i Q atT o b al a 2º2:p ` s a arN a Aa O r k o b al a s a o v a aAa o M  s a o  s a M b a M i Q atT o b al a 2º2:p ` s a arN a Aa O r k o b al a s a o v a aAa o M  s a o  s a M b a M i Q atT o b al a 2º2:p ` s a arN a Aa O r k o b al a s a o v a aAa o M  s a o  s a M b a M i Q atT o b al a 2º2:p ` s a arN a Aa O r k o b al a s a o v a aAa o M  s a o  s a M b a M i Q at
laa[sa o M s aÀAna u m aitÀpMjaIkrNalaa[sa o M s aÀAna u m aitÀpMjaIkrNalaa[sa o M s aÀAna u m aitÀpMjaIkrNalaa[sa o M s aÀAna u m aitÀpMjaIkrNalaa[sa o M s aÀAna u m aitÀpMjaIkrNa
Aa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTrAa ^pr oTr p ` a iQakarp ` a iQakarp ` a iQakarp ` a iQakarp ` a iQakar
TolaIpaoT- kI sqaapnaaÀsaOTolaa[T TIvaI

caOnalaaoM ko ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga Anaumait
Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTr laa[saoMsa
hoDeMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ Aa^proTr Anaumait
malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó pMjaIkrNa
laaokla kobala Aa^proTr ³elasaIAaó pMjaIkrNa
inajaI efema p`saark Anaumait
saamaudaiyak roiDyaao saovaa Anaumait

TIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga AaOr Da]naila MikMgaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga AaOr Da]naila MikMgaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga AaOr Da]naila MikMgaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga AaOr Da]naila MikMgaTIvaI ca Onalaa o M kI Apila MikMga AaOr Da]naila MikMga:
yao emaAa[-baI Wara inaQaa-irt naIitgat idSaa–inado-SaaoM Wara Saaisat

haoto hOM.saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao dao EaoiNayaaoM maoM Anaumait dI jaa rhI
hO.‘samaacaar AaOr kroMT Afoyasa- TIvaI caOnala’ AaOr ‘gaOr samaacaar AaOr
kroMT Afoyasa- TIvaI caOnala’.emaAa[-baI Wara laagaU inaQaa-irt p`aosaoisaMga Saulk
ko saaqa Aavaodna jamaa krnao ko baad Anaumait p̀iËyaa ivaiBanna vagaao-M AaOr
maM~alaya ko maaQyama sao kI jaatI hO.Aavaodna p`iËyaa maoM emaAa[-baI Wara
Aavaodk kMpnaI kI pa~ta kI jaaMca¸ gaRh maM~alaya sao saurxaa maMjaUrI¸
DIAaoesa sao saOTolaa[T ]pyaaoga maMjaUrI¸ rajasva ivaBaaga sao maMjaUrI ³kovala
Da]nailaMikMga Anaumait ko ilae´¸ saUcaIbaw saIe Wara naoTvaqa- kI jaaMca¸
vaayarlaosa PlaainaMga eMD kao–Aa^iD-naoSana ivaMga ³DblaUpIsaI´ AaOr naoTvak-
Aa^proSana eMD kMT/aola saoMTr³enaAaosaIsaI´³ÍI@vaoMsaI AavaMTna ko ilae´ sao
maMjaUrI laonao kI AavaSyakta haotI hO.emaAa[-baI Wara jaarI ApilaMikMga
idSaainado-SaaoM ko tht emaAa[-baI Wara TolaIpaoT- kao BaI maMjaUrI dI jaatI
hO.ApilaMikMga hbaÀTolaIpaoT- kI sqaapnaa ko ilae Anaummait p`dana krnao
kI p`iËyaa ApilaMikMga ko samaana hI hO.naIcao dI gayaI tailaka 2º3 maoM
idSaa inado-SaaoM ko Anausaar TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMgaÀDa]nailaMikMga ko
ilae p`aosaoisaMga Saulk¸ nyaUnatma naoTvaqa-̧  baOMk gaarMTI¸ vaaiYa-k navaInaIkrNa¸
Anaumait Saulk AaOr Anaumait kI AvaiQa ka ivavarNa idyaa gayaa hO.
Da^yar o@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTra o M ko ilae laa[sa o Msa:Da^yar o@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTra o M ko ilae laa[sa o Msa:Da^yar o@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTra o M ko ilae laa[sa o Msa:Da^yar o@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTra o M ko ilae laa[sa o Msa:Da^yar o@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ Aa^proTra o M ko ilae laa[sa o Msa:

sarkar nao 15 maaca- 2001 kao Baart maoM DITIeca p`saarNa saovaaAaoM
ko ilae naIitgat idSaa–inado-Sa jaarI ikyao qao.ABaI tk¸ DIDI ÍI iDSa
ko Alaavaa¸ jaao dUrdSa-na kI ek ÍI TU eyar DITIeca saovaa hO̧  doSa maoM 4
inajaI po DITIeca saovaa p`data kama kr rho hOM.DITIeca saovaayaoM saOTolaa[T
ka ]pyaaoga krtI hO AaOr DITIeca Aa^proTraoM kao kU baOMD ÍI@vaoMisayaaoM ka
]pyaaoga krnao kI Anaumait hO.DITIeca laa[saoMsa ivaiBanna maM~alayaaoMÀivaBaagaaoM
sao maMjaUrI ko baad emaAa[-baI Wara BaartIya TolaIga`af AiQainayama¸ 1885
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clearance from different ministries/ departments. A detailed
writeup on DTH Guidelines and comparison of the Unified
License guidelines for telecommunication services and
License guidelines for DTH service is provided in Annexure
II.
Permission to HITS operators

Policy guidelines for HITS operators have been
issued by MIB on 26th November 2009. The amendment to
the guidelines has been issued by MIB on 6th November
2020, through which MIB has also permitted sharing of
infrastructure by HITS operators. As of now, only one
service provider distributes TV channels using HITS
technology. HITS operations also use satellite-based
technology (uses both C and Ku band). The process for
obtaining permission is similar to that of DTH services.
Registration of MSOs and LCOs

Cable TV is a popular platform for receiving TV
broadcasts. MSO receives programming services from
broadcasters and re-transmits the same either directly in
the form of primary subscribers or through one or more
local cable operators as secondary subscribers. The
signal is provided by a local cable operator (LCO) to the
consumer through a cable laid up to the TV set. As on
1st March 2021, there are around 1715 MSOs registered
with MIB and an estimated 1,40,000 cable operators
operational in the country. The Government enacted the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Ordinance, 1994
on 29th September 1994 that set down rules for
registration of cable TV operators and introduced the

Table 2: Applicable fees on broadcasters/teleport operators

Broadcasters/ Processing Minimum Bank Annual Permission Period of
Teleports Fee (in Rs) Net-worth Guarantee Renewal Permission

(in Rs) (in Rs) Fees (in Rs) Fees
Uplinking News and 10,000 per 1st TV Channel 2 cr per 2 lakhs per NIL 10 years
of TV Current Affairs channel -20 crs channel channel per annum
channels Additional-5 crs

Non-news and 10,000 per 1st TV Channel 1 cr per 2 lakhs per NIL 10 years
Current Affairs channel -5 crs channel channel per annum

Additional-2.5 crs

Downlinking of TV 10,000 per 1st TV Channel NIL 5 lakhs per 10 lakhs 10 years
channels channel -5 crs channel per annum

Additional-2.5 crs

Teleports 10,000 per 1st TV Channel 25 lakhs 2 lakhs per
teleport -3 crs teleport per annum NIL 10 years

Additional-1 crs

kI Qaara 4 ko tht jaarI ikyaa jaata hO.DITIeca idSaainado-SaaoM pr ek
ivastRt laoK AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ilae ek ekIkRt laa[saoMsa idSaa
inado-SaaoM kI tulanaa AaOr DITIeca  saovaa ko ilae laa[saoMsa idSaa inado-SaaoM kao
AnaubaMQa 2AnaubaMQa 2AnaubaMQa 2AnaubaMQa 2AnaubaMQa 2 maoM p`dana ikyaa gayaa hO.
ihT\sa Aa^proTrao M kao AnaumaitihT\sa Aa^proTrao M kao AnaumaitihT\sa Aa^proTrao M kao AnaumaitihT\sa Aa^proTrao M kao AnaumaitihT\sa Aa^proTrao M kao Anaumait

ecaAa[-TIesa Aa^proTraoM ko ilae naIitgat idSaa inado-Sa 26
navaMbar 2009 kao emaAa[-baI Wara jaarI ikyao gayao hOM.idSaainado-SaaoM maoM
saMSaaoQana emaAa[-baI Wara 6 navaMbar 2020 kao jaarI ikyaa gayaa¸ ijasako
maaQyama sao emaAa[-baI nao ihT\sa Aa^proTraoM Wara bauinayadI Z,aMcaa kao saaJaa
krnao kI Anaumait dI hO.ABaI tk kovala ek saovaa p`data ecaAa[-TIesa
tknaIk ka ]pyaaoga krko TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao ivatirt kr rha hO.ihT\sa
saMcaalana BaI saOTolaa[T AaQaairt tknaIkI ³saI AaOr koyaU baOMD daonaaoM ka
]pyaaoga krta hÓ  ka ]pyaaoga krta hO.Anaumait p`aPt krnao kI p`iËyaa
DITIeca saovaaAaoM ko samaana hO.
emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ka pMjaIkrNa:emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ka pMjaIkrNa:emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ka pMjaIkrNa:emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ka pMjaIkrNa:emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ka pMjaIkrNa:

kobala TIvaI¸ p`saarNa p`aPt krnao ko ilae ek laaokip`ya PlaoTfa^ma-
hO.emaesaAao p`saarkaoM sao kaya-Ëma saovaayaoM p`aPt krta hO AaOr yaa tao saIQao
p`aqaimak sabsaËa[baraoM ko $p maoM yaa ek yaa ek sao AiQak sqaanaIya kobala
Aa^proTraoM ko maaQyama sao iWtIyak sabsaËa[baraoM ko $p maoM puna: p`saairt
krta hO.ek sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTr ³elasaIAaó  Wara TIvaI saoT pr
ibaCa[- gayaI kobala ko maaQyama sao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao isaganala p`dana ikyaa
jaata hO.1 maaca- 2021 tk emaAa[-baI ko saaqa lagaBaga 1715 emaesaAao
pMjaIkRt hOM AaOr doSa maoM Anaumaainat 1¸40¸000 kobala Aa^proTr kama kr
rho hOM.sarkar nao 29 idsaMbar 1994 kao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak-
³ivainayamana´ AQyaadoSa¸ 1994 kao AiQainayaimat ikyaa ijasanao kobala
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programming code & the advertisement code.
Subsequently this ordinance was converted into the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995
(hereinafter “Cable TV Act”) on 25th March 1995. Under
sub-section (1) of section 4 of the cable TV Act, for
operating a cable television network, a person is required
to register as a cable operator with the registering
authority. The head postmaster of the head Post office
of the local area has been notified as to the registering
authority for Local Cable Operator (LCO). With the
introduction of digital addressable system (DAS), the
Government has amended the Cable Television Networks
(CTN) Rules, 1994 by issuing Cable Television Networks
(Amendment) Rules, 2012 on 28th April 2012. Any
company or individual who intends to provide cable
television network services with DAS, it is mandatory
for them to register from MIB. In response, the TV
industry has witnessed the entry of huge Multi System
Operators (MSOs). For registration of MSO, applicants
are required to make an application to the MIB.

The various financial impositions on the existing
DPOs are summarized in the Table 3.
FM Radio

FM licensing process is transparently administered
through auctions. For operating FM Radio stations, the
eligible entity has to take part in the auction process for FM
Radio Channels conducted by MIB. Only successful bidders
in the auction are granted permission by MIB subject to
fulfillment of terms and conditions.

 Table 3: Comparison of applicable fee structure of the DPOs

DPOs Processing Entry Min. BG License WPC license Period of
Fee fee Net-worth (in Rs) Fees fees and license

(in Rs) (in Rs) (in Rs) (in Rs) Royalty

MSO 1 Lakh NIL NIL Positive, without NIL NIL 10 yrs
quantification

LCO 500 as NIL NIL NIL 500 as NIL 1 yr
registration renewal fees

fees

DTH N.A. 10 crores N.A. 5 crs and after, an 8% of AGR As prescribed 20 yrs
amount equal to (renewal
License fee for -10 years)
two quarters

HITS 1 Lakh 10 crores 10 crores 40 crores NIL As prescribed 10 yrs

TIvaI Aa^proTraoM ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae inayama inaQaa-irt ikyao AaOr p`aoga`aimaMga
kaoD AaOr iva&apna kaoD p`stut ikyao.[sako baad [sa AQyaadoSa kao 25
maaca- 1995 kao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama 1995
³baad maoM ‘kobala TIvaI AiQainayama’´ maoM pirvait-t kr idyaa gayaa.kobala
TIvaI AiQainayama kI Qaara 4 kI ]pQaara ³1´ ko tht kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ko saMcaalana ko ilae¸ ek vyai@t kao pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakrNa ko
saaqa kobala Aa^proTr ko $p maoM pMjaIkRt haonaa AavaSyak hO.sqaanaIya xao~
ko mau#ya DakGar ko p`Qaana paosTmaasTr kao sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTr
³elasaIAaó  ko ilae pMjaIkrNa p`aiQakrNa ko $p maoM AiQasaUicat ikyaa
gayaa hO.iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma ³DIeesa´ kI Sau$Aat ko saaqa
sarkar nao 28 ApÒla 2012 kao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³saMSaaoQana´
inayama¸ 2012 jaarI krko kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³saITIena´ inayama
1994 maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa hO.kao[- BaI kMpnaI yaa vyai@t jaao kobala saovaa
p`dana krnaa caahta hO DIeesa ko saaqa TolaIivajana naoTvak- saovaayaoM̧  ]nako
ilae emaAa[-baI sao pMjaIkrNa kranaa Ainavaaya- hO.javaaba maoM̧  TIvaI ]Vaoga
maoM ivaSaala malTI isasTma AâproTraoM ³emaesaAaó  ka p̀vaoSa huAa hO.emaesaAao
ko pMjaIkrNa ko ilae AavaodkaoM kao emaAa[-baI kao Aavaodna krnaa haogaa.

maaOjaUda DIpIAao pr ivaiBanna iva<aIya AaraopNaaoM kao naIcao Tobala 3
maoM saMxaoipt ikyaa gayaa hO.
efema roiDyaa oefema roiDyaa oefema roiDyaa oefema roiDyaa oefema roiDyaa o

efema laa[saoMisaMga p̀iËyaa kao naIlaamaI ko maaQyama sao pardSaI- $p sao
p̀Saaisat ikyaa jaata hO.efema roiDyaao sToSanaaoM ko saMcaalanaaoM ko ilae pa~
[ka[- kao emaAa[-baI Wara saMcaailat efema roiDyaao caOnalaaoM kI naIlaamaI p̀iËyaa
maoM Baaga laonaa haogaa. naIlaamaI maoM kovala safla baaolaIdataAaoM kao jaao inayamaaoM AaOr
Satao-M kao pUra krto hOM̧  ]nhoM emaAa[-baI Wara Anaumait dI jaatI hO.
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Table 4: Licenses/permissions/registrations related to Broadcasting and Cable services

Service Provider Permission required from Ministry/ Department before issue
of license/ registration by MIB

A Multi System Operators MHA for security clearance

B DTH Operators i. MHA for Security clearance

C HITS Operators ii. DoS for Satellite clearance

D Uplinking of TV channels/ Permission for iii. Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC
Setting up of  Uplinking Hub / Teleports iv. Net worth examination by empaneled CA

E Downlinking of TV channels i. MHA for Security clearance
ii.  DoS for Satellite clearance
iii. Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC
iv. Net worth examination by empaneled CA
v. DoR for examination of exclusive marketing and distribution

rights with the owner of TV channels in case of TV channel
uplinked from abroad.

F Change in Name, Language, Logo, format Before MIB grants permission, clearance required from WPC
of Television Channels

G FM Radio Broadcasting and Community Clearance required for Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC
Radio Station

Community Radio Stations
To encourage radio broadcasting for specific sections

of society the Government has allowed the setting up of
Community Radio Stations (CRS). They address the specific
information needs of far-flung and difficult areas like tribal,
hilly, and remote areas and populations having similar
interests like university campuses. Today there are more
than 290 operational CRS. Permission for setting up a CRS
is granted by MIB, whereas the frequency is assigned on
an administrative basis by WPC.

Further, processes for granting various licenses
undergoes through several other Ministries and
Departments (DoS/MHA/WPC/NOCC) for necessary
clearances and approvals etc. These processes are detailed
as follows:

It can be seen from the above Table 4 that nodal
wings of DoT like Wireless Planning and Coordination
(WPC) and Network Operation & Control Centre (NOCC)
do play integral roles in granting clearances/licenses to the
different stakeholders in the broadcast television sector of
India.

CONVERGENCE TRENDS IN TELECOM AND
BROADCASTING SECTORS IN INDIA

In the cable industry, the offering of additional

saama udaiyak roiDyaa o sToSanasaama udaiyak roiDyaa o sToSanasaama udaiyak roiDyaa o sToSanasaama udaiyak roiDyaa o sToSanasaama udaiyak roiDyaa o sToSana
samaaja ko ivaiSaYT vagaao-M ko ilae roiDyaao p`saarNa kao p`ao%saaiht

krnao ko ilae sarkar nao saamaudaiyak roiDyaao sToSanaaoM ³saIAaresa´ kI
sqaapnaa kao Anaumait dI hO.vao dUr draja ko AaOr duga-ma xao~aoM jaOsao
AaidvaasaI¸ phaD,I AaOr dUrdraja ko xao~aoM AaOr ivaSvaivaValaya pirsaraoM
jaOsao samaana ihtaoM vaalaI AabaadI kI ivaiSaYT saUcanaa AavaSyaktaAaoM kao
saMbaaoiQat krta hO.Aaja 290 sao AiQak saMcaailat saIAaresa hOM.saIAaresa
sqaaipt krnao kI Anaumait emaAa[-baI Wara dI jaatI hO jabaik ÍI@vaoMsaI
DblaUpIsaI Wara p`Saasainak AaQaar pr inaid-YT kI jaatI hO.

[sako Alaavaa AavaSyak maMjaUrI AaOr Anaumaaodna Aaid ko ilae
k[- Anya maM~alayaaoM va ivaBaagaaoM ³DIAaoesaÀemaecaeÀDblaUpIsaIÀ enaAaosaIsaI´
ko maaQyama sao ivaiBanna laa[saoMsa donao kI p`iËyaa sao gaujarnaa pD,ta hO.[na
p`iËyaaAaoM ka ivavarNa inamna p`kar sao hO.

]prao@t Tobala 4 maoM doKa jaa sakta hO ik DIAaoTI ko naaoDla
ivaMga jaOsao vaayalaosa PlaainaMga eMD kaoAaiD-naoSana ³DblaUpIsaI´ AaOr naoTvak-
Aa^proSana eMD kMT/aola saoMTr ³enaAaosaIsaI´ Baart ko p`saarNa TolaIivajana
xao~ maoM ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM kao maMjaUrIÀlaa[saoMsa p`dana krnao maoM AiBanna
BaUimaka inaBaato hOM.

Baart mao M dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ao M ma o M knvaja- Msa $JaanaBaart mao M dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ao M ma o M knvaja- Msa $JaanaBaart mao M dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ao M ma o M knvaja- Msa $JaanaBaart mao M dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ao M ma o M knvaja- Msa $JaanaBaart mao M dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ao M ma o M knvaja- Msa $Jaana
kobala ]Vaoga maoM kobala naoTvak- pr TolaIfaonaI AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD kI
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services of telephony and broadband on the cable network
is representative of convergence of telecom and
broadcasting sector. Many telecom service providers are
also bundling content and other value-added services like
IPTV, video streaming, video conferencing, music, security
services, etc. along with broadband services.

Most of the cable providers who have recently
entered the wireless space, and incumbent wireless players
are also eyeing the home broadband market, especially with
the onset of 5G. Many Local cable operators and ISPs have
tied up for providing broadband services and television
content on fiber to the consumers. In addition, the
convergence of broadcast services is provided through
Hybrid Set Top Boxes which allow users to view digital
cable programmes as well as videos from the
Internet or local IP network.

There are many new technology
choices for the consumers with the advent of
OTT, Mobile TV, IPTV etc. Hybrid/IPTV Set-
top boxes (STBs) have replaced certain RF
STBs. Small Multi Service Operators (MSOs)/
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) may
upgrade their networks to converged hybrid
or IPTV networks and offer hybrid/IPTV STBs
at a subsidized cost to their subscribers.

There is an increasing trend to provide broadcasting
services through IPTV by Multi- System Operators (MSOs)
as well as the Internet Service providers (ISPs). Although
the license to operate as MSO and ISP are being given by
the respective ministries i.e. Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) and Department of
Telecommunications (DoT), however, as per their guidelines
all telecom licensees/ Multi-system Operators before
providing IPTV are required to submit a self-certified
declaration to MIB, DoT and TRAI giving details such as
license/ registration under which IPTV service is proposed,
the start date, the area being covered, and details of the
network infrastructure etc.. In the last one year around seven
multi-system operators have provided intimation to the
Ministry of Information and broadcasting (MIB) for
providing IPTV services, but they are yet to roll out the
services to their subscribers. There is a significant degree
of convergence already existing in the offering of the
services. Hence there is a need to align the corresponding
business processes i.e., with regard to the issuance of all
broadcasting and cable services related licenses/
permissions/registrations by various ministries to take full
advantage of convergence resulting in ease of doing
business. 

Aitir@t saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ ko knvaja-Msa ka
p`itinaiQa hO.k[- dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`data ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM ko saaqa saamaga`I
AaOr Anya maUlya vaiQa-t saovaaAaoM jaOsao Aa[-pITIvaI¸ vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga¸ vaIiDyaao
ka^nÍoMisaMga¸ saMgaIt¸ saurxaa saovaaAaoM Aaid kao BaI baMDla kr rho hOM.

AiQakaMSa kobala p̀data ijanhaoMnao halahI maoM vaayarlaosa KMD maoM p̀vaoSa
ikyaa hO AaOr maaOjaUda vaayarlaosa iKlaaD,I BaI haoma bàâDbaOMD pr najar gaD,ayao hue
hOM̧  Kasakr 5jaI Sau$Aat ko saaqa.k[- sqaanaIya kobala AâproTr AaOr
Aa[-esapI nao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao fa[bar pr bàâDbaOMD saovaaAaoM AaOr TolaIivajana
saamagàI p̀dana krnao ko ilae krar ikyaa hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ p̀saarNa saovaaAaoM
ka knvaja-Msa ha[ibàD saoT Tâp baâ@sa ko maaQyama sao p̀dana ikyaa jaata hO jaao
]pyaaogakta-AaoM kao iDijaTla kobala kaya-ËmaaoM ko saaqa–saaqa [MTrnaoT yaa
sqaanaIya Aa[-pI naoTvak- sao vaIiDyaao doKnao kI Anaumait dota hO.

AaoTITI¸ maaobaa[la TIvaI¸ Aa[-pITIvaI Aaid ko Aagamana
ko saaqa ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae k[- nayaI tknaIkI ivaklp
hOM.ha[-iba`DÀAa[-pITIvaI saoT Ta^p baa^@sa ³esaTIbaI naó
kuC Aaref esaTIbaI kao badla idyaa hO.smaa^la malTI
saiva-sa Aa^proTsa- ³emaesaAao´ÀiDsT/IbyaUSana PlaoTfa^ma-
Aa^proTsa- ³DIpIAaó  Apnao naoTvak- kao knvajD- ha[iba`D
yaa Aa[-pITIvaI naoTvak- maoM ApgaòD kr sakto hOM AaOr
Apnao sabsaËa[barao M kao saibsaDI vaalaI kImat pr
ha[iba`DÀAa[-pITIvaI esaTIbaI Aa^fr kr sakto hOM.

malTI isasTma AâproTraoM ³emaesaAaó  ko saaqa–saaqa [MTrnaoT saovaa
p̀dataAaoM ³Aa[-esapI´ Wara Aa[-pITIvaI ko maaQyama sao p̀saarNa saovaayaoM p̀dana
krnao kI p̀vaRi<a baZ, rhI hO.halaaMik emaesaAao AaOr Aa[-esapI ko $p maoM
kama krnao ka laa[saoMsa saMbaMiQat maM~alayaaoM yaanaI saUcanaa AaOr p̀saarNa maM~alaya
³emaAa[-baI´ AaOr dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³DâT´ Wara idyaa jaa rha hO̧  halaaMik
]nako idSaa–inado-SaaoM ko Anausaar saBaI dUrsaMcaar laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoMÀmalTI isasTma
AâproTraoM kao Aa[-pITIvaI p̀dana krnao sao phlao kvar ikyaa jaanao vaalaa xao~
AaOr naoTvak- [MÍasT/@car Aaid ka ivavarNa emaAa[-baI¸ DâT AaOr T/a[- kao
laa[saoMsaÀpMjaIkrNa ijasako tht Aa[-pITIvaI saovaa p`staivat hO̧  p`arMBa
itiqa¸ jaOsao ivavarNa doto hue ek sva–p̀maaiNat GaaoYaNaa p̀stut krnaa AavaSyak
hO.ipClao ek saala maoM lagaBaga saat malTI isasTma AâproTraoM nao Aa[-pITIvaI
saovaayaoM p̀dana krnao ko ilae saUcanaa AaOr p̀saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ kao
saUcanaa p̀dana kI hO̧  laoikna ]nhaoMnao ABaI tk Apnao gàahkaoM ko ilae saovaayaoM
Sau$ nahIM kI hO.saovaaAaoM kI poSakSa maoM phlao sao kafI hd tk knvaja-Msa
maaOjaUd hO.[sailae saMbaMiQat vyavasaaiyak p̀iËyaaAaoM kao saMroiKt krnao kI
AavaSyakta hO̧  Aqaa-t\ ivaiBanna maM~alayaaoM Wara saBaI p̀saarNa AaOr kobala
saovaaAaoM sao saMbaMiQat laa[saoMsaÀAnaumaitÀpMjaIkrNa jaarI rKnao ko saMbaMQa maoM
knvaja-Msa ka pUra laaBa ]zanao ko pirNaamasva$p vyavasaaya krnao maoM AasaanaI
haotI hO.
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maIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaIT
maIiDyaa kI duinayaa maoM mah%vapUNa- GaTnaaAaoM

pr ek saamaiyak stMBa
laoKk: ASaaok manasauKanaI
eDvaaokoT baa^mbao ha[- kaoT-
malTI maIiDyaa kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSanaÀkârpaoroT kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSana
AaOr TO@saoSana ko ivaSaoYa&.

CABLE FAULTLINES
NEED REPAIR

The war between TRAI & LCO/MSO
community needs to address the root
cause of the imbroglio and come up

with a suitable remedy.

A. MSO/BROADCASTER TARIFF
WAR OPENS UP FAULT LINES
IN CABLE INDUSTRY

 The New Tariff  Order:  3  was issued on
22.11.2022. It amended the New Tariff Order:2,
published in 2020, but it ran into a significant legal
hurdle when Broadcasters filed a writ in the Bombay
High Court, and the MSOs filed a writ in the Kerala
High Court.

 The Broadcasters failed to
get substantial relief from the
Bombay High Court in 2021
and filed an appeal in the
Supreme Court in 2021, which
admitted the peti t ion but
refused to stay the Tariff
Order. The MSOs did not get
much relief, and NTO: 2 was
partially implemented.

 In the Explanatory
Memorandum to NTO:3, TRAI claimed that every
consumer now gets 228 TV channels instead of
100 earlier in a maximum NCF of Rs. 130.

 TRAI states further that when Broadcasters
submitted their new Reference Interconnect
Offers, it was noticed that they had priced most
of their popular channels,  including sports
channels, beyond Rs. 19 and offered them on an a
la carte basis.

kobala fa^lT laa[na kaokobala fa^lT laa[na kaokobala fa^lT laa[na kaokobala fa^lT laa[na kaokobala fa^lT laa[na kao
marmmat kI ja$rtmarmmat kI ja$rtmarmmat kI ja$rtmarmmat kI ja$rtmarmmat kI ja$rt

T/a[- AaOr elasaIAaoÀemaesaAao samaudaya ko baIcaT/a[- AaOr elasaIAaoÀemaesaAao samaudaya ko baIcaT/a[- AaOr elasaIAaoÀemaesaAao samaudaya ko baIcaT/a[- AaOr elasaIAaoÀemaesaAao samaudaya ko baIcaT/a[- AaOr elasaIAaoÀemaesaAao samaudaya ko baIca
cala rho ivavaad kao [sa gaD,baD,I ko maUla karNacala rho ivavaad kao [sa gaD,baD,I ko maUla karNacala rho ivavaad kao [sa gaD,baD,I ko maUla karNacala rho ivavaad kao [sa gaD,baD,I ko maUla karNacala rho ivavaad kao [sa gaD,baD,I ko maUla karNa
kao dUr krnao AaOr ek ]pyau@t ]paya ko saaqakao dUr krnao AaOr ek ]pyau@t ]paya ko saaqakao dUr krnao AaOr ek ]pyau@t ]paya ko saaqakao dUr krnao AaOr ek ]pyau@t ]paya ko saaqakao dUr krnao AaOr ek ]pyau@t ]paya ko saaqa

saamanao Aanao kI ja$rt hO.saamanao Aanao kI ja$rt hO.saamanao Aanao kI ja$rt hO.saamanao Aanao kI ja$rt hO.saamanao Aanao kI ja$rt hO.

eºeºeºeºeº emaesaAaoÀp`saarkaoM ko TOirf laD,a[- nao kobalaemaesaAaoÀp`saarkaoM ko TOirf laD,a[- nao kobalaemaesaAaoÀp`saarkaoM ko TOirf laD,a[- nao kobalaemaesaAaoÀp`saarkaoM ko TOirf laD,a[- nao kobalaemaesaAaoÀp`saarkaoM ko TOirf laD,a[- nao kobala
]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na Kaola dI]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na Kaola dI]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na Kaola dI]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na Kaola dI]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na Kaola dI

 nayaa TOirf AadoSa: 3nayaa TOirf AadoSa: 3nayaa TOirf AadoSa: 3nayaa TOirf AadoSa: 3nayaa TOirf AadoSa: 3 kao 22º11º202222º11º202222º11º202222º11º202222º11º2022 kao jaarI ikyaa
gayaa qaa.[sanao 20202020202020202020 maoM p`kaiSat nyaU TOirf AadoSa 2 maoM saMSaaoQana
ikyaa¸ laoikna jaba p`saarkaoM nao baa^mbao ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM irT
yaaicaka dayar kI AaOr emaesaAao nao korla ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM ek
irT dayar ikyaa tao yah ek mah%vapUNa- kanaUnaI baaQaa bana gayaI.

 p`saark 2021 maoM baa^mbao ]cca nyaayaalaya
sao pyaa-Pt raht panao maoM ivafla rho AaOr 2021
maoM saup`Ima kaoT- maoM ApIla dayar kI¸ ijasanao
yaaicaka tao svaIkar kr ilayaa¸ laoikna TOirf
AadoSa pr ra ok lagaana o sa o [ Mkar kr
idyaa.emaesaAao kao jyaada raht nahIM imalaI
AaOr enaTIAao 2enaTIAao 2enaTIAao 2enaTIAao 2enaTIAao 2 kao AaMiSak $p sao laagaU
ikyaa gayaa.
 enaTIAao:3enaTIAao:3enaTIAao:3enaTIAao:3enaTIAao:3 ko vyaa#yaa%mak &apnavyaa#yaa%mak &apnavyaa#yaa%mak &apnavyaa#yaa%mak &apnavyaa#yaa%mak &apna

maoM T/a[- nao davaa ikyaa ik p`%yaok ]pBaao@ta kao Aba 130130130130130Épyao ko
AiQaktma enasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIef mao M 100100100100100 ko bajaaya 228228228228228 TIvaI caOnala
imalaoMgao.

 T/a[- Aagao khta hO ik jaba p`saarkaoM nao Apnao nayao roÍoMsa [MTrknao@TroÍoMsa [MTrknao@TroÍoMsa [MTrknao@TroÍoMsa [MTrknao@TroÍoMsa [MTrknao@T
p`stavap`stavap`stavap`stavap`stava p`stut ikyao̧  tao yah doKa gayaa ik ]nhaoMnao Kola caOnalaaoM
saiht Apnao AiQakaMSa laaokip`ya caOnalaaoM kI kImat 19Épyao sao
AiQak rKI qaI AaOr ]nhoM e–laa^–kaTo- AaQaar pr poSa ikyaa
qaa.

MEDIA BEAT
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  This led to representations from Distribution
Platform Operators (MSOS)/LCO Associations and
Consumer Organisations. They pointed out
various technical difficulties in SMS systems and
felt that the revised RIOs would raise consumer
bills. They suggested a fresh Consultation for
smooth implementat ion and consumer
convenience.

 TRAI states it set up a Committee
represent ing various service
providers, which met in December
2021 .  The Committee gave
numerous suggestions, leading to
a new Consultation paper in May
2022 .  After  an Open House
discussion in September 2022,
the New Tariff Order was issued
in November 2022.

 In the New Tariff Order, after a complete analysis
of rival contentions and data available with it,
TRAI decided to return to the Rs. 19 regime as per
NTO:1, stating that "balancing the interests of
service providers (Broadcasters and DPOs) and
consumers, the Authority decided that a ceiling
of Rs. 19 on the MRP of channels in a bouquet
will be in order. This is expected to cause minimum
hassles to the consumers.”

 Further, TRAI prescribed a maximum discount of
45% on the sum of a la carte channels for arriving
at bouquet prices.

 The issue of additional discounts to DPOs by
Broadcasters will be dealt with by TRAI when the
Interconnection Regulations are reviewed. This
is pending.

 All India Cable Federation (AIDCF) filed a fresh
writ in the Kerala HC against the revised Tariff
Order. It failed to get an interim stay order, and
the new NTO:3 came into effect on February 1,
2023.

 While hearings have continued in the Kerala HC,
the Broadcasters stepped up the pressure by
issuing 48 hours' notice and resorting to mass
disconnection of all members of AIDCF who had
not signed new interconnection agreements with
members of the Indian Broadcasters and Digital
Foundation. Significantly Siticable broke rank and
signed the new interconnection agreement.

 [sako karNa ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM³emaesaAaó ÀelasaIAao
saMGaaoM AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMgaznaaoM kI Aaor sao p`itinaiQa%va ikyaa
gayaa.]nhaoMnao esaemaesa p`NaalaI maoM ivaiBanna tknaIkI kiznaa[-yaaoM
kI Aaor [Saara ikyaa AaOr mahsaUsa ikyaa ik saMSaaoiQat iryaao sao
]pBaao@ta ibala baZ,oMgao.]nhaoMnao saucaa$ kayaa-nvayana AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM
kI sauivaQaa ko ilae nayao pramaSa- ka sauJaava idyaa.

 T/a[- nao kha ik ]nhaoMnao ivaiBanna saovaa p`dataAaoM ka p`itinaiQa%va
krnao vaalaI ek saimait ka gazna ikyaa¸ ijasakI
baOzk idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021idsaMbar 2021 maoM hu[-.saimait nao k[- sauJaava
idyao¸ ijasasao ma[- 20222022202220222022 maoM nayaa pramaSa- tOyaar
huAa.isatMbar 2022isatMbar 2022isatMbar 2022isatMbar 2022isatMbar 2022 ma o M ek Aaopna ha]saAaopna ha]saAaopna ha]saAaopna ha]saAaopna ha]sa
cacaa- ko baad navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022navaMbar 2022 mao M nayaa TOirfnayaa TOirfnayaa TOirfnayaa TOirfnayaa TOirf
AadoSaAadoSaAadoSaAadoSaAadoSa jaarI ikyaa gayaa.
µnayao TOirf AadoSa maoM p`itWMdI ivavaadaoM AaOr [sako

pasa ]plabQa AaMkD,aoM ko pUNa- ivaSlaoYaNa ko baad¸ T/a[- nao enaTIAaoenaTIAaoenaTIAaoenaTIAaoenaTIAao
11111 ko Anausaar 19Épyao kI vyavasqaa pr laaOTnao ka fOsalaa ikyaa¸
ijasamaoM kha gayaa hO ik ‘saovaa p`dataAaoM ³p`saark AaOr DIpIAaó
ko ihtaoM kao saMtuilat krnaa AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae¸ p`aiQakrNa
nao fOsalaa ilayaa ik ek bauko maoM caOnalaaoM ko emaAarpI pr 19 Épyao
kI saImaa Ëma maoM haogaI.[sasao ]pBaao@taAaoM kao kma sao kma proSaanaI
haonao kI ]mmaId hO.’

 [sako Alaavaa¸ T/a[- nao bauko kI kImataoM pr phuMcanao ko ilae e–laa^–
kaTo- caOnalaaoM ko yaaoga pr AiQaktma 45‰ kI CUT inaQaa-irt kI
hO.

 [MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaao M[MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaao M[MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaao M[MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaao M[MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaao M kI samaIxaa ko samaya p`saarkaoM Wara
DIpIAao kao Aitir@t CUT donao ko mau_o pr T/a[- Wara ivacaar ikyaa
jaayaogaa.yah laMibat hO.

 Aa^la [MiDyaa kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´Aa^la [MiDyaa kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´Aa^la [MiDyaa kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´Aa^la [MiDyaa kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´Aa^la [MiDyaa kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´ nao saMSaaoiQat
TOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSaTOirf AadoSa ko iKlaaf korla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM ek nayaI
irT dayar kI.yah ek AMtirma sqagana AadoSa p`aPt krnao maoM
ivafla rha AaOr nayaa enaTIAao 3¸enaTIAao 3¸enaTIAao 3¸enaTIAao 3¸enaTIAao 3¸ 1 frvarI 20231 frvarI 20231 frvarI 20231 frvarI 20231 frvarI 2023 sao
p`BaavaI hao gayaa.

 jabaik korla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalayakorla ]cca nyaayaalaya maoM saunavaa[- jaarI hO̧  p`saarkaoM nao
48 GaMTo48 GaMTo48 GaMTo48 GaMTo48 GaMTo ka naaoiTsa jaarI krko AaOr eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef eAa[-DIsaIef ko ]na
saBaI sadsyaaoM ko saamaUihk iDsknao@Sana ka sahara laokr dbaava baZ,a
idyaa¸ ijanhaoMnao [MiDyana ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr iDijaTla fa]MDoSana[MiDyana ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr iDijaTla fa]MDoSana[MiDyana ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr iDijaTla fa]MDoSana[MiDyana ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr iDijaTla fa]MDoSana[MiDyana ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr iDijaTla fa]MDoSana
ko sadsyaaoM ko saaqa nayao [MTrknao@Sana samaJaaOto pr hstaxar nahIM
ikyao qao.gaaOrotlaba hO ik isaTI kobala nao rOMk taoD,a AaOr nayao
[MTrknao@Sana samaJaaOto pr hstaxar ikyao.
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 For the first time in many years, AIDCF targeted
TRAI stating that it was in a 'tearing hurry' to
implement NTO:3 without having an idea of the
price increase being hoisted on consumers. AIDCF
alleged that once the "increased rates are passed
on to subscribers, the subscriber base will shrink
in an irreversible manner causing grave damage
to the cable sector, the consumers and the
Petitioners."

 Even so, the Kerala High Court did not pass an
interim order and decided to hear the various
parties daily.

 Finally, on February 24, 2023, it appears signals
were restored based on undisclosed discussions
between IBDF and AICDF.

 At the hearing on February 24, 2023, the Kerala
High Court gave one week's time to AIDCF to file
a rejoinder to the IDBF Counter/ TRAI and fixed
the next hearing date to March 3 2023.

 Curiously, even though signals were resumed on
February 24, 2023, it did not make any difference
to the continuation of the Court case.

COMMENT
 This writer recalls that selective disconnections

were standard arm-twisting tactics two decades ago
when MSO/Broadcaster contractual disputes were
frequent. MSOs used to rush to the jurisdictional
High Court for relief.

 Still, ultimately, the appointment of TRAI as the
Broadcast and Cable Regulator in January 2004
led to a fairer Interconnection Regulation regime,
with the Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal often stepping in to provide quick relief to
the DPOs/MSOs.

 Right from the first set of Interconnection
Regulations issued in 2004, the ability of
Broadcasters to switch off DPO signals at will came
under many restrictions. Though all these
Interconnection Regulations were fiercely fought
in High Courts, Broadcasters ultimately fell in line,
ensuring that mass disconnections were rarely
resorted to until February 2023.

 So, what has gone wrong? This writer vividly
remembers that when the new Digital Addressable
Era dawned in April-June 2012, TRAI took the
initiative along with MIB to set up implementation

 k[- vaYaao-M maoM phlaI baar¸ eAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIefeAa[-DIsaIef nao T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- kao yah khto hue
inaSaanaa saaQaa ik yah ]pBaao@taAaoM pr maUlya vaRiw ka baaoJa Dalao
jaanao ko ivacaar ko ibanaa enaTIAao 3enaTIAao 3enaTIAao 3enaTIAao 3enaTIAao 3 kao laagaU krnao ko ilae bahut
jaldbaajaI maoM qaa.eAa[-DIsaIef nao Aaraop lagaayaa ik ek baar jaba
‘baZ,I hu[- droM ]pBaao@taAaoM pr Dala dI jaatI hO tao gàahk AaQaar
Apirvat-naIya trIko sao isakuD, jaayaogaa¸ ijasasao kobala xao~¸ ]pBaao@taAaoM
AaOr yaaicakakta-AaoM kao gaMBaIr naukasaana haogaa.’

 ifr BaI krola ]cca nyaayaalayakrola ]cca nyaayaalayakrola ]cca nyaayaalayakrola ]cca nyaayaalayakrola ]cca nyaayaalaya nao kao[- AMtirma AadoSa pairt
nahIM ikyaa AaOr p`itidna ivaiBana pxaaoM kao saunanao ka inaNa-ya ilayaa.

 AMt ma o M 24 frvarI 202324 frvarI 202324 frvarI 202324 frvarI 202324 frvarI 2023 ka o eosaa p `tIt huAa ik
Aa[-baIDIef AaOr eAa[-saIDIef ko baIca AGaaoiYat cacaa- ko
AaQaar pr isaganala bahala kr idyao gayao qao.

 24 frvarI 2023 kao hu[- saunavaa[- maoM̧  korla ]cca nyaayaalaya nao
eAa[-DIsaIef kao Aa[-DIbaIef ka]MTrÀT/a[- kao ek p`%yau<ar
daiKla krnao ko ilae ek saPtah ka samaya idyaa AaOr AgalaI
saunavaa[- kI tarIK 3 maaca- 2023 inaQaa-irt kI.

 majao kI baat yah hO ik Balao hI 24 frvarI 2023 kao isaganala
ifr sao Sau$ hao gayao̧  laoikna [sasao kaoT- kosa ko jaarI rhnao pr kao[-
fk- nahIM pD,a.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
 yah la oKk yaad krta h O ik da o dSak phla o jaba

emaesaAaoÀp`saark ko baIca samaJaaOto sao saMbaMiQat ivavaad A@sar
haoto qao̧  tba cayanaa%mak iDsknao@T dao dSak phlao baaMh maraoD,nao
kI rNanaIit qaI.emaesaAao raht ko ilae xao~aiQakar vaalao ]cca
nyaayaalaya maoM daOD,to qao.

 ifr BaI¸ AMtt: janavarI 2004 maoM p`saark AaOr kobala rogaulaoTr
ko $p maoM T/a[- kI inayaui@t nao ek inaYpxa [MTrknao@Sana ivainayamana
kI vyavasqaa ka naotR%va ikyaa¸ ijasamaoM dUrsaMcaar ivavaad inapTana
AaOr ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa A@sar DIpIAaoÀemaesaAao kao t%kala
raht p`dana krnao ko ilae kdma ]zato qao.

 2004 maoM jaarI [MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaaoM ko phlao saoT sao hI¸ p̀saarkaoM
kao DIpIAao isaganalaaoM kao baMd krnao kI xamata k[- p̀itbaMQaaoM ko
AQaIna Aa gayaI.halaaMik [na saBaI [MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaaoM kao ]cca
nyaayaalayaaoM maoM jamakr laD,a gayaa qaa¸ AMtt: p̀saark laa[na pr Aa
gayao̧  yah sauinaiScat krto hue ik frvarI 2023 tk baD,o pOmaanao pr
iDsknao@Sana ka Saayad hI kBaI sahara ilayaa gayaa hao.

 tao @yaa galat hao rha hOÆ [sa laoKk kao spYT $p sao yaad hO ik
jaba ApÒla–jaUna 2012 maoM nayao iDijaTla eD/osaobala yauga kI Sau$Aat
hu[- qaI¸ tao T/a[- nao emaAa[-baI ko saaqa kayaa-nvayana balaaoM kI
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sqaapnaa ko ilae phla kI qaI¸ ijasasao AMtt: [MT/a AaOr [MTr saovaa
p`data tnaava kao kma ikyaa.Baart kobala saovaaAaoM maoM pUrI trh
iDijaTla AaOr eD/osaobala haonao pr gava- kr sakta hO.[sa baar T/a[-
AaOr emaAa[-baI Wara kao[- phla nahIM kI gayaI hO.

 spYT $p sao̧  eAa[-DIsaIef ³baD,o emaesaAao ka p`itinaiQa%va
krto hue´ nao mahsaUsa ikyaa ik inayaamak nao p`saarkaoM kao enaTIAao
3 maoM baZ,t dI qaI AaOr eAa[-DIsaIef Wara vya@t icaMtaAaoM kao
najarAMdaja kr idyaa gayaa qaa.T/a[- pr tIKo hmalao nao enaTIAao
3 kao jaldI sao laagaU krnao kI T/a[- kI [cCa kao sa#t kr idyaa¸
jaao samaJa maoM Aata hO.T/a[- kI cauPpI pocaIda hO.

 [sa laoKk ko ilae gahrI icaMta laasT maa[la Aa^proTraoM kI
p`itiËyaa maoM baD,a AMtr hO jaao 75–80 imailayana kobala baosa  AaOr
malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ko 98‰ kao saIQao kobala isaganala kI
AapUit- krto hOM.

 Saayad eAa[-DIsaIef nao korla ]cca nyaayaalaya jaanao sao phlao
Apnao elaemaAao kao Baraosao maoM nahIM ilayaa.23 frvarI 2023 kao
Sai@tSaalaI maharaYT/ kobala Aa^proTsa- foDroSana Wara ek pòsa
iva&iPt maoM emaesaAao pr ‘daohro maanakaoM’ ka Aaraop lagaayaa gayaa
AaOr davaa ikyaa gayaa ik emaesaAao nao elaemaAao pr ‘enaTIAao
1’ kao majabaUr ikyaa AaOr elaemaAao kI kImat pr pIeTI kao
sakara%mak kr idyaa¸ ijanakI rajasva QaarayaoM kma hao gayaI hOM.

 emasaIAaoef nao batayaa ik DITIeca AâproTraoM AaOr svatM~ AâproTraoM
nao phlao hI enaTIAao–3 [MTrknao@Sana samaJaaOto pr hstaxar kr
idyao qao̧  Aa[-DIsaIef nao [saka palana @yaaoM nahIM ikyaaÆ pòsa
iva&iPt ka Aqa- yah hO ik korla kI yaaicaka ]_oSya emaesaAao
ko rajasva maoM vaRiw krnaa hO.]saI samaya¸ emasaIAaoef nao davaa
ikyaa ik elaemaAao AaOr ]pBaao@taAaoM kao ‘PyaadaoM ko $p maoM
[stomaala’ ikyaa jaa rha qaa.

 [sailae kobala ]Vaoga maoM fa^lT laa[na¸ jaao QaIro–QaIro zIk hao gayaI
qaI¸ ifr sao Kula gayaI hO.yah kovala p`saarkaoM AaOr Sai@tSaalaI
DITIeca Aa^proTraoM kao p`sanna kr sakta hO.

 kuC pya-vaoxakaoM ka davaa hO ik maaOjaUda laD,a[- p`saarkaoM kI Aaor sao
sTar–iDjnaI AaOr emaesaAao kI Aaor sao irlaayaMsa ko baIca p`a^@saI
hO.[sa laoKk kao kma sao kma kuC samaya ko ilae eosao davao baotuko
lagato hOM.

 [sa laoKk nao A@sar AaoTITI PlaoTfâmaao-M ko tojaI sao baZ,nao AaOr ÍI
iDSa ko ]dya kI Aaor [Saara ikyaa hO.daonaaoM fla fUla rho hOM AaOr
parMpirk baajaar ka baD,a ihssaa CIna laoMgao.AârmaO@sa maIiDyaa ko
Anausaar navaInatma poD AaoTITI baosa ka Anaumaana 130º20 imailayana
hO AaOr ÍI iDSa ko dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa 45 imailayana hao gayaI hO.

task forces which ultimately eased inter and intra-
service provider tensions. India can take pride in
being fully digital and addressable in cable services.
This time there has been no initiative either by TRAI
or MIB.

 Clearly, AIDCF (representing large MSOs) felt that
the Regulator had given the Broadcasters an upper
hand in NTO:3, and the concerns expressed by
AIDCF had been ignored. Bitterly attacking TRAI
must have led to a stiffening of TRAI's desire to get
the NTO:3 quickly implemented, which is
understandable. MIB's silence is intriguing.

 What is of deep concern to this writer is the large
gap in the reaction of the Last Mile Operator, who
directly supply cable signals to 98% of the 75-80
million cable base and the Multi System Operator.

 Perhaps AIDCF did not take its LMOs into
confidence before going to Kerala High Court. A
press release by the powerful Maharashtra Cable
Operators Federation on February 23, 2023,
accused MSO of "double standards", claiming
MSOs "forced NTO:1" on the LMOs and turned PAT
positive at the cost of LMOs whose revenue streams
have dwindled.

 MCOF pointed out that DTH operators and
Independent MSOs had already signed the NTO:3
new interconnection agreements, so why had
AIDCF not followed suit? The Press Release tends
to imply that the Kerala petition aimed to increase
MSO revenues. At the same time, MCOF claimed,
LMOs and Consumers were being "used as
pawns".

 So, the fault lines in the Cable Industry, which had
been gradually smoothened, are again out in the
open. This can only delight Broadcasters and
powerful DTH operators.

 Some observers claim that the current battle is a
proxy between Star Disney on behalf of Broadcasters
and Reliance Cable on behalf of MSOs. This writer
finds such claims outlandish, at least for the time
being.

 This writer has often pointed out the galloping rise
of OTT platforms and the rise of  Free Dish. Both are
flourishing and will take away large chunks of the
legacy market. The latest paid OTT base is estimated
at 130.20 million as per Ormax Media, and Free
Dish viewers have jumped to 45 million.
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 So far, cord-cutting has been less than 5 per cent.
This will increase unless wars with Broadcasters
end and peace with Last Mile Operators is achieved.
Let's hope for better times.

 To conclude, Cable Industry must close ranks and
solve its internal contradictions.

B. ZEE/SONY MERGER GETS
FRESH SETBACK/SITICABLE
ADMITTED TO INSOLVENCY

ZEE INSOLVENCY

 The Zee/Sony merger process started in late 2021,
whereby on completion of all approvals, Sony will own
a 50.86% stake in the merged entity, while the
promoters of Zee will own a 03.99% stake. Public
shareholders in Zee will hold the remaining 45.15%
of the merged company.

 By early
February 2023,
the proposed
merger was
approved by
S E B I / S t o c k
Exchanges, the
C o m p e t i t i o n
Commission of
India and other
g o v e r n m e n t
authorities.

 Some creditor challenges were pending in the National
Company Law Tribunal in Mumbai, which was not
taken too seriously because Zee lawyers had been
arguing in the Tribunal that all pending liabilities would
be paid off by the merged company, which, in combined
form, would have sufficient liquidity.

 So, when the NCLT passed an order on February 22
2023, in favour of Indusind Bank appointing an Interim
Resolution Professional, the news shocked the entire
industry and the stock exchanges. The amount due to
Indusind Bank is around Rs. 92 crores. That is not
such a large sum which cannot be paid off.

 Zee MD Mr Punit Goenka immediately filed an appeal
to the National Company Appellate Tribunal, which,
by a short order on February 24 2023, stayed the

 Aba tk ka^D- kiTMga 5‰ sao BaI kma rhI hO.yah tba tk baZ,ogaa
jaba tk p`saarkaoM ko saaqa yauw samaaPt nahIM hao jaato AaOr laasT
maa[la Aa^proTraoM ko saaqa SaaMit nahIM hao jaatI.Aa[e baohtr samaya
kI ]mmaId kroM.

 inaYkYa- inakalanao ko ilae¸ kobala ]Vaoga kao Apnao rO Mkao MnaYkYa- inakalanao ko ilae¸ kobala ]Vaoga kao Apnao rO Mkao MnaYkYa- inakalanao ko ilae¸ kobala ]Vaoga kao Apnao rO Mkao MnaYkYa- inakalanao ko ilae¸ kobala ]Vaoga kao Apnao rO Mkao MnaYkYa- inakalanao ko ilae¸ kobala ]Vaoga kao Apnao rO Mkao M
kao baMd krnaa caaihe AaOr Apnao AaMtirk ivaraoQaaBaasaao Mkao baMd krnaa caaihe AaOr Apnao AaMtirk ivaraoQaaBaasaao Mkao baMd krnaa caaihe AaOr Apnao AaMtirk ivaraoQaaBaasaao Mkao baMd krnaa caaihe AaOr Apnao AaMtirk ivaraoQaaBaasaao Mkao baMd krnaa caaihe AaOr Apnao AaMtirk ivaraoQaaBaasaao M
ka o hla krnaa caaihe.kao hla krnaa caaihe.kao hla krnaa caaihe.kao hla krnaa caaihe.kao hla krnaa caaihe.

baIºbaIºbaIºbaIºbaIº jaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya kao nayaa JaTka lagaaÀisaTIjaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya kao nayaa JaTka lagaaÀisaTIjaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya kao nayaa JaTka lagaaÀisaTIjaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya kao nayaa JaTka lagaaÀisaTIjaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya kao nayaa JaTka lagaaÀisaTI
kobala nao idvaailayaapna svaIkar ikyaakobala nao idvaailayaapna svaIkar ikyaakobala nao idvaailayaapna svaIkar ikyaakobala nao idvaailayaapna svaIkar ikyaakobala nao idvaailayaapna svaIkar ikyaa

jaI idvaailayaapnajaI idvaailayaapnajaI idvaailayaapnajaI idvaailayaapnajaI idvaailayaapna

 jaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaIjaIÀsaaonaI ivalaya p`iËyaa 20212021202120212021 ko AMt maoM Sau$ hu[- qaI¸ ijasasao
saBaI svaIkRityaaoM ko pUra haonao pr¸ saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI ko pasa ivalaya kI gayaI
[ka[- maoM 50º8650º8650º8650º8650º86‰‰‰‰‰ ihssaodarI haogaI¸ jabaik jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ko p`maaoTraoM ko
pasa 03º9903º9903º9903º9903º99‰‰‰‰‰ ihssaodarI haogaI.jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI maoM saava-jainak SaoyarQaarkaoM
ko pasa ivalaya kI gayaI kMpnaI ka SaoYa 45º1545º1545º1545º1545º15‰‰‰‰‰ ihssaa haogaa.

 frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023
kI Sau$Aat maoM p`staivat
ivalaya ka o sa obaIÀsTa ^k
e@sacaoMjaaoM̧  BaartIya p̀itspQaa-
Aayaaoga AaOr Anya sarkarI
p`aiQakrNaaoM Wara Anaumaaoidt
ikyaa gayaa qaa.
 mauMba[- maoM naoSanala
kMpnaI laa^ iT/byaUnala maoM kuC
laonadaraoM kI caunaaOityaaM laMibat

qaIM̧  ijanhoM bahut gaMBaIrta sao nahIM ilayaa gayaa qaa @yaaoMik jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ko
vakIla iT/byaUnala maoM tk- do rho qao ik ivalaya kI gayaI kMpnaI Wara
saBaI laMibat donadairyaaoM ka Baugatana ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ ijasako pasa
saMyau@t $p sao kafI pUMjaI haogaI.

 [sailae¸ jaba enasaIelaTI nao 22 frvarI 202322 frvarI 202322 frvarI 202322 frvarI 202322 frvarI 2023 kao [MDsa[MD
baOMk kao ek AMtirma samaaQaana poSaovar inayau@t krnao ko pxa maoM
AadoSa pairt ikyaa tao [sa Kbar nao pUro ]Vaoga AaOr sTa^k
e@sacaoMjaaoM kao JakJaaor kr rK idyaa.[MDsa[MD baOMk kI bakayaa
raiSa lagaBaga 92 kraoD, Épyao92 kraoD, Épyao92 kraoD, Épyao92 kraoD, Épyao92 kraoD, Épyao hO.yah [tnaI baD,I rkma nahIM hO
ijasao caukayaa na jaa sako.

 jaI ko emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanakajaI ko emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanakajaI ko emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanakajaI ko emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanakajaI ko emaDI EaI punaIt gaaoyanaka nao turMt raYT/Iya kMpnaI
ApIlaIya nyaayaaiQakrNa maoM ek ApIla dayar kI¸ ijasanao 2424242424
frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023frvarI 2023 kao ek CaoTo AadoSa maoM AMtirma samaaQaana poSaovar
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NCLT Order appointing an Interim Resolution
Professional and fixed March 29 2023, to hear the
counsel for Indusind Bank. The Court directed that
"List for final disposal on March 29, 2023. Till that
date, the order dated February 22 is stayed".

COMMENT

  It is surprising that Zee, which needs the merger
with Sony to survive, took the long pending NCLT
creditor petitions lightly.

 The final order allowing the merger is listed for
hearing in the Mumbai Bench of NCLT on March
9, 2023. This will most likely be postponed until
the NCLAT hears the Zee appeal on March 29,
2023.

 All these legal complications will undoubtedly
delay the merger process by three to six months.
While Zee Telefilms' merger with Sony is expected to
create a powerful competitor to Disney Star.

SITI CABLE LIQUIDATION

 The focus of industry and analysts
has always been on Zee. The woes
of Siticable have relatively gone
unnoticed. Siticable is a pioneer
MSO set up in June 1994 with 7.65
million subscribers. It has steadily
gone downhill; The listed share
price fell to Rs. 1.25 on February 24,
2023.

 The NCLT also passed a similar
order against  Siticable  for
outstanding dues of Rs. 148.83 crores to
Indusind Bank. Here too, an Interim Resolution
Professional has been appointed.

COMMENT

 The insolvency of Siticable is a sad development
for the MSO Industry, which is seeing difficult
days. Many MSOs, despite favourable Tariff
Orders and Interconnection Regulations in force
from 2019, are not doing well. This is especially
so for legacy MSOs who have not seized upon the
broadband opportunity and have surrendered it
to telecom companies like Jio and Airtel.

inayau@t krnao vaalao enasaIelaTI ko AadoSa pr raok lagaa dI AaOr
[MDsa[MD baOMk ko vakIla kao saunanao ko ilae 29 maaca- 202329 maaca- 202329 maaca- 202329 maaca- 202329 maaca- 2023 tya
ikyaa.kaoT- nao inado-Sa idyaa ik ‘29 maaca- 2023 29 maaca- 2023 29 maaca- 2023 29 maaca- 2023 29 maaca- 2023 kao AMitma
inastarNa ko ilae saUcaI’ dI jaayao.]sa itiqa tk 22 frvarI 22 frvarI 22 frvarI 22 frvarI 22 frvarI ko
AadoSa pr raok lagaayaI jaatI hO.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
 yah AaScaya-janak hO ik jaI¸ ijasao jaIivat rhnao ko ilae saaonaI ko

saaqa ivalaya kI AavaSyakta hO̧  nao laMbao samaya sao laMibat enasaIelaTI
laonadarI yaaicakaAaoM kao hlko maoM ilayaa.

 ivalaya kao Anaumait donao vaalaa AMitma AadoSa 9 maaca- 2023 kao
enasaIelaTI kI mauMba[- baoMca maoM saunavaa[- ko ilae laMibat hO.enasaIelaTI
Wara 23 maaca- 2023 kao jaI kI ApIla pr saunavaa[- haonao tk [sao
sqaigat ikyao jaanao kI saMBaavanaa hO.

 [na saBaI kanaUnaI pocaIdigayaaoM maoM ina:saMdoh ivalaya p`iËyaa maoM tIna sao
Ch mahInao kI dorI haogaI.jabaik saaonaI ko saaqa jaI TolaIiflma\sa
ko ivalaya sao iDjnaI sTar ko ilae ek Sai@tSaalaI p`ityaaogaI bananao
kI ]mmaId hO.

isaTIkobala idvaailayaapnaisaTIkobala idvaailayaapnaisaTIkobala idvaailayaapnaisaTIkobala idvaailayaapnaisaTIkobala idvaailayaapna

 ]Vaoga jagat AaOr ivaSlaoYakaoM ka Qyaana hmaoSaa jaI
pr rha hO.isaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobala ko saMkTaoM pr ApoxaakRt Qyaana
nahIM idyaa gayaa.isaTI kobala jaUna 1994 maoM 7º65 imailayana7º65 imailayana7º65 imailayana7º65 imailayana7º65 imailayana
ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa sqaaipt ek Aga`NaI emaesaAao hO.[saka
ga`af lagaatar naIcao kI Aaor igarta rha: AaOr 24 frvarI24 frvarI24 frvarI24 frvarI24 frvarI
20232023202320232023 kao [sako saUcaIbaw SaoyaraoM kI kImat GaTkr
1º25 Épyao1º25 Épyao1º25 Épyao1º25 Épyao1º25 Épyao rh gayaI.

 enasaIelaTI nao [MDsa[MD baOMk kao 148º83 kraoD,148º83 kraoD,148º83 kraoD,148º83 kraoD,148º83 kraoD,
Épyao kI bakayaa raiSa ko ilae isaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobalaisaTI kobala ko iKlaaf

[saI trh ka AadoSa pairt ikyaa.yahaM BaI ek AMtirma samaaQaana poSaovar
inayau@t ikyaa gayaa hO.

iTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa M

 isaTI kobala ka idvaalaa kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae ek duKd
GaTnaaËma hO jaao mauiSkla daOr sao gaujar rha hO.2019 sao laagaU
AnaukUla TOirf AaOr [MTrknao@Sana ivainayamaaoM ko baavajaUd k[-
emaesaAao AcCa p`dSa-na nahIM kr rho hOM.yah ivaSaoYa $p sao
puranao emaesaAao ko ilae hO ijanhoM ba`a^DbaOMD ko Avasar ka
fayada nahIM ]zayaa hO AaOr [sao ijayaao va eyarTola jaOsaI dUrsaMcaar
kMpinayaaoM kao saaOMp idyaa hO.
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 Many of the 1748 licensed MSOs have not
yet launched their services. Existing MSOs
are losing ground to OTT/Free Dish. It
is no consolation that DTH, too, is losing
ground.

 One key opportunity lies in the estimated
100 mill ion homes lacking organised TV
service. If this figure is correct, MSOs must move
out of their metropolitan comfort zone and
capture ground in rural and semi-urban areas
ensuring high-quality video and broadband
services.

C. CONVERGENCE IS IN THE AIR
 On January 30, 2023, TRAI issued a Consultation

Paper, which deals with whether existing laws are
adequate for the convergence of broadcasting and
telecommunication services carriage.
 This Consultation has been launched, based on

two references by the Department of
Telecommunications (DOT) dated 20.10.21 and
12.08.2022, requesting TRAI to give
recommendations on

 Amending the licensing regime to enable the
convergence of carriage of broadcasting and
telecommunication services (2021) and

 Establish a unified policy framework and
spectrum management regime for the carriage
of broadcasting and telecommunication
services. (2021)

 Restructuring of legal,
licensing, and regulatory
frameworks for reaping
the benefits of the
convergence of carriage
of broadcasting and
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
services. (2022)

 Revising regulatory
regime regarding DTH and Cable TV services
holistically addressing all institutional,
regulatory, and legal aspects. (2022).

 Interestingly enough, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting expressed disquiet with the
amended 2022 reference by DOT to TRAI dated
04.10.2022, stating:

 1748 laa[saoMsaSauda emaesaAao maoM sao k[- nao ABaI tk ApnaI saovaayaoM
Sau$ nahIM kI hO.maaOjaUda emaesaAao AaoTITIÀÍI iDSa ko ilae
jamaIna Kao rho hOM.yah kao[- tssalaI kI baat nahIM hO ik DITIeca
BaI ApnaI jamaIna Kao rha hO.

 ek p`ma uK Avasar Ana umaainat 100 imailayana Gara o M ma o Mek p`ma uK Avasar Ana umaainat 100 imailayana Gara o M ma o Mek p`ma uK Avasar Ana umaainat 100 imailayana Gara o M ma o Mek p`ma uK Avasar Ana umaainat 100 imailayana Gara o M ma o Mek p`ma uK Avasar Ana umaainat 100 imailayana Gara o M ma o M
sa Mgaizt TIvaI saovaa kI kmaI hO.yaid yah AaMkD,a sahIsaMgaizt TIvaI saovaa kI kmaI hO.yaid yah AaMkD,a sahIsaMgaizt TIvaI saovaa kI kmaI hO.yaid yah AaMkD,a sahIsaMgaizt TIvaI saovaa kI kmaI hO.yaid yah AaMkD,a sahIsaMgaizt TIvaI saovaa kI kmaI hO.yaid yah AaMkD,a sahI
hO tao emaesaAao kao Apnao mahanagarIya sa uivaQaa xao~ saohO tao emaesaAao kao Apnao mahanagarIya sa uivaQaa xao~ saohO tao emaesaAao kao Apnao mahanagarIya sa uivaQaa xao~ saohO tao emaesaAao kao Apnao mahanagarIya sa uivaQaa xao~ saohO tao emaesaAao kao Apnao mahanagarIya sa uivaQaa xao~ sao
baahr inaklanaa caaihe AaOr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI vaIiDyaaobaahr inaklanaa caaihe AaOr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI vaIiDyaaobaahr inaklanaa caaihe AaOr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI vaIiDyaaobaahr inaklanaa caaihe AaOr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI vaIiDyaaobaahr inaklanaa caaihe AaOr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalaI vaIiDyaao
AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD saovaaAao M kao sauinaiScat krto hue ga`amaINaAaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD saovaaAao M kao sauinaiScat krto hue ga`amaINaAaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD saovaaAao M kao sauinaiScat krto hue ga`amaINaAaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD saovaaAao M kao sauinaiScat krto hue ga`amaINaAaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD saovaaAao M kao sauinaiScat krto hue ga`amaINa
AaOr Aw- SahrI xao~aoM mao M Avasar kao hD,pnao kI kaoiSaSaAaOr Aw- SahrI xao~aoM mao M Avasar kao hD,pnao kI kaoiSaSaAaOr Aw- SahrI xao~aoM mao M Avasar kao hD,pnao kI kaoiSaSaAaOr Aw- SahrI xao~aoM mao M Avasar kao hD,pnao kI kaoiSaSaAaOr Aw- SahrI xao~aoM mao M Avasar kao hD,pnao kI kaoiSaSa
krnaI caaihe.krnaI caaihe.krnaI caaihe.krnaI caaihe.krnaI caaihe.

saIºsaIºsaIºsaIºsaIº knvaja-Msa kI hvaa hOknvaja-Msa kI hvaa hOknvaja-Msa kI hvaa hOknvaja-Msa kI hvaa hOknvaja-Msa kI hvaa hO
 30 janavarI 202330 janavarI 202330 janavarI 202330 janavarI 202330 janavarI 2023 kao T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[-T/a[- nao ek pramaSa- p~ jaarI ikyaa¸

jaao [sa baat sao saMbaMiQat hO ik maaOjaUda kanaUna p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar
ko knvaja-Msa ko ilae pyaa-Pt hOM.

 yah pram aSa -  d Urs a M c a ar iv aB a a g ad Urs a M c a ar iv aB a a g ad Urs a M c a ar iv aB a a g ad Urs a M c a ar iv aB a a g ad Urs a M c a ar iv aB a a g a  Wara ³DIAa oTI´³DIAa oTI´³DIAa oTI´³DIAa oTI´³DIAa oTI´
20º10º2120º10º2120º10º2120º10º2120º10º21 AaOr 12º08º202212º08º202212º08º202212º08º202212º08º2022 ko dao saMdBaao-M ko AaQaar
pr Sau$ ikyaa gayaa hO¸ ijasamaoM T/a[- pr inamnailaiKt pr
isafairSaoM donao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa gayaa hO.

 p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko knvaja-Msa ko kOirja kao
saxama krnao ko ilae laa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaalaa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaalaa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaalaa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaalaa[saoMisaMga vyavasqaa maoM saMSaaoQana krnaa
³20212021202120212021´ AaOr

 p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM     ko     kOirja ko ilae ek ekIkRtekIkRtekIkRtekIkRtekIkRt
naIit Z,a Mcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`ba MQana vyavasqaanaIit Z,a Mcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`ba MQana vyavasqaanaIit Z,a Mcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`ba MQana vyavasqaanaIit Z,a Mcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`ba MQana vyavasqaanaIit Z,a Mcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`ba MQana vyavasqaa sqaaipt

krnaa.³20212021202120212021´

 p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko kOirja
ko knvaja-Msa ko laaBaaoM ka laaBa ]zanao ko
ilae kanaUnaI¸ laa[sao MisaMga AaOr inayaamakkanaUnaI¸ laa[sao MisaMga AaOr inayaamakkanaUnaI¸ laa[sao MisaMga AaOr inayaamakkanaUnaI¸ laa[sao MisaMga AaOr inayaamakkanaUnaI¸ laa[sao MisaMga AaOr inayaamak
Z,a Mca o ka puna -gaznaZ,a Mca o ka puna -gaznaZ,a Mca o ka puna -gaznaZ,a Mca o ka puna -gaznaZ,a Mca o ka puna -gazna.³20222022202220222022´

 DITIeca AaOr kobala TIvaI saovaaAaoM ko
saMbaMQa maoM saBaI saMsqaagat¸ inayaamak AaOr
kanaUnaI phlauAaoM kao samaga` $p sao saMbaaoiQat

krto hue inayaamak Saasana ka o sa MSaa o iQat inayaamak Saasana ka o sa MSaa o iQat inayaamak Saasana ka o sa MSaa o iQat inayaamak Saasana ka o sa MSaa o iQat inayaamak Saasana ka o sa MSaa o iQat krnaa.
³20222022202220222022´

 idlacasp baat yah hO ik saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alayasaUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alayasaUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alayasaUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alayasaUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya nao
DIAaoTI Wara T/a[- kao idnaaMk 04º10º202204º10º202204º10º202204º10º202204º10º2022 kao saMSaaoiQat
20222022202220222022 ko saMdBa- maoM icaMta vya@t krto hue kha hO ik:
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 The convergence of technologies has already
happened greatly in the last decade. TRAI and
the Ministry have successfully handled all the
legal, policy and regulatory requirements
arising from such changes.

 Hence carriage policy and regulations for
broadcasting should remain with the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

 Regulation of content requires different skill
sets of creative and artistic persons than that
of technocrats or economists who can factor
in the impact of content on sensibilities,
morals, and society's value system. Hence
content policy and regulation should also
continue with MIB.

 Allocation of broadcasting spectrum and
realignment should continue to be dealt with
by MIB.

 Shifting licensing functions to DOT will not
serve any purpose but only disturb existing
practices.

 Despite such a strong comeback from MIB, the
parent ministry for the Broadcasting and Cable
Industry under Allocation of Business Rules 1961,
TRAI has issued a detailed Consultation Paper,
which is heavily weighted in favour of the Telecom
Service Providers.

 The issues identified for Consultation are:
 Is there a need for a comprehensive/converged

legal framework (separate Comprehensive
Code) to deal with the convergence of carriage
of broadcasting and telecommunication
services?

 What should be the suggested alternative
licensing and administrative framework/

 tknaIikyaao M ka knvaja- Msa tknaIikyaao M ka knvaja- Msa tknaIikyaao M ka knvaja- Msa tknaIikyaao M ka knvaja- Msa tknaIikyaao M ka knvaja- Msa ipClao dSak mao M phlao hI phlao hI phlao hI phlao hI phlao hI
kafI hao cauka hO.kafI hao cauka hO.kafI hao cauka hO.kafI hao cauka hO.kafI hao cauka hO.T/a[- AaOr maM~alaya nao eosao pirvat-naaoM sao
]%pnna haonao vaalaI saBaI kanaUnaI¸ naIitgat AaOr inayaamak
AavaSyaktaAaoM kao saflatapUva-k saMBaalaa hO.

 [sailae p`saarNa ko ilae kOirja naIit AaOr inayamap`saarNa ko ilae kOirja naIit AaOr inayamap`saarNa ko ilae kOirja naIit AaOr inayamap`saarNa ko ilae kOirja naIit AaOr inayamap`saarNa ko ilae kOirja naIit AaOr inayama
saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ko pasa hI rhnaa caaihe.

 kMToMT ko inayamana ko ilaekMToMT ko inayamana ko ilaekMToMT ko inayamana ko ilaekMToMT ko inayamana ko ilaekMToMT ko inayamana ko ilae To@naaoËoT yaa Aqa-Saais~yaaoM kI
tulanaa maoM rcanaa%mak AaOr klaa%mak vyai@tyaaoM ko ivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBannaivaiBanna
kaOSala saoT kI AavaSyakta hOkaOSala saoT kI AavaSyakta hOkaOSala saoT kI AavaSyakta hOkaOSala saoT kI AavaSyakta hOkaOSala saoT kI AavaSyakta hO¸ jaao saMvaodnaaAaoM̧  naOitkta
AaOr samaaja kI maUlya p`NaalaI pr saamaga`I ko p`Baava ka kark
hao sakta hO.[sailae emaAa[-baI ko saaqa saamaga`I naIit AaOr
ivainayamana BaI jaarI rhnaa caaihe.

 p`saarNa sp o@T /ma ka Aava MTna Aa Or p una - inaQaa -rNap `saarNa sp o@T /ma ka Aava MTna Aa Or p una - inaQaa -rNap `saarNa sp o@T /ma ka Aava MTna Aa Or p una - inaQaa -rNap `saarNa sp o@T /ma ka Aava MTna Aa Or p una - inaQaa -rNap `saarNa sp o@T /ma ka Aava MTna Aa Or p una - inaQaa -rNa
emaAa[-baI Wara inapTayaa jaanaa jaarI rKnaa caaihe.

 laa[sao Msa kayaao - M kao DIAaoTI mao M sqaanaaMtirtlaa[sao Msa kayaao - M kao DIAaoTI mao M sqaanaaMtirtlaa[sao Msa kayaao - M kao DIAaoTI mao M sqaanaaMtirtlaa[sao Msa kayaao - M kao DIAaoTI mao M sqaanaaMtirtlaa[sao Msa kayaao - M kao DIAaoTI mao M sqaanaaMtirt krnao sao
kao[- ]_oSya pUra nahIM haogaa bailk yah maaOjaUda p`qaaAaoM kao
proSaana krogaa.

 emaAa[-baI sao [tnaI majabaUt vaapsaI ko baavajaUd¸ vyaapar inayamavyaapar inayamavyaapar inayamavyaapar inayamavyaapar inayama
1961 ko AavaMTna ko AavaMTna ko AavaMTna ko AavaMTna ko AavaMTna ko tht p`saarNa ]Vaoga ko ilae maUla maM~alaya¸
T/a[- nao ek ivastRt pramaSa-p~ jaarI ikyaa hO̧  jaao ik ijasaka
Jaukava dUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoMdUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoMdUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoMdUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoMdUrsaMcaar saovaa p`dataAaoM kI Aaor hO.

 pramaSa- ko ilae phcaanao gayao mau_o hOM:

 @yaa p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko knvaja- Msa ko@yaa p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko knvaja- Msa ko@yaa p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko knvaja- Msa ko@yaa p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko knvaja- Msa ko@yaa p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko knvaja- Msa ko
kOirja sa o inapTna o ko ilae ek vyaapkÀknvaja - MsakOirja sa o inapTna o ko ilae ek vyaapkÀknvaja - MsakOirja sa o inapTna o ko ilae ek vyaapkÀknvaja - MsakOirja sa o inapTna o ko ilae ek vyaapkÀknvaja - MsakOirja sa o inapTna o ko ilae ek vyaapkÀknvaja - Msa
kanaUnaI Z,aMcao ³Alaga vyaapar kaoD´ kI AavaSyaktakanaUnaI Z,aMcao ³Alaga vyaapar kaoD´ kI AavaSyaktakanaUnaI Z,aMcao ³Alaga vyaapar kaoD´ kI AavaSyaktakanaUnaI Z,aMcao ³Alaga vyaapar kaoD´ kI AavaSyaktakanaUnaI Z,aMcao ³Alaga vyaapar kaoD´ kI AavaSyakta
h OÆh OÆh OÆh OÆh OÆ

 sa uJaayaa gayaa va Okilpk laa[sao Misa Mga AaOr p`SaasainaksauJaayaa gayaa va Okilpk laa[sao Misa Mga AaOr p`SaasainaksauJaayaa gayaa va Okilpk laa[sao Misa Mga AaOr p`SaasainaksauJaayaa gayaa va Okilpk laa[sao Misa Mga AaOr p`SaasainaksauJaayaa gayaa va Okilpk laa[sao Misa Mga AaOr p`Saasainak
Z,a McaaÀAaik-To@carÀsqaapnaa @yaa ha onaI caaihe jaa oZ,a McaaÀAaik-To@carÀsqaapnaa @yaa ha onaI caaihe jaa oZ,a McaaÀAaik-To@carÀsqaapnaa @yaa ha onaI caaihe jaa oZ,a McaaÀAaik-To@carÀsqaapnaa @yaa ha onaI caaihe jaa oZ,a McaaÀAaik-To@carÀsqaapnaa @yaa ha onaI caaihe jaa o
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architecture/establishment that facilitates the
orderly growth of the telecom and
broadcasting sectors while handling
challenges posed by convergence?

 What steps must be taken to establish a unified
policy framework and spectrum management
regime for carriage broadcasting and
telecommunication services?

 Some interesting observations in the Consultation
Paper clearly show TRAI's intentions. These
include:
 Different ministries are regulating different

aspects of online services. This impacts ease of
business "as the Industry is not clear as to who
will prepare
policies, give
permissions and
who will decide
the regulatory
framework."

 This "impacts
innovation as the
response time
to exploit
new technologies
increases. Thus,
an ambiguous
regulatory environment will negatively impact
the investment sentiment."

 Many regulatory powers are with various
ministries, making governance convergence
all the more challenging".

 "Key considerations for developing a single
code/ Act may be by consolidating the laws
governing the provision of communication
services ,  development ,  es tabl ishment ,
operation and expansion of communication
services, communication infrastructure and
networks and management of communication
resources and for matters connected or
incidental thereto.

 Having a fully converged regulator for the ICT
sector, which includes the data privacy and
cyber-security functions, would also help
increase the confidence of the international
investors and facilitate the faster rollout of the
digital services in the country."

knvaja - M s a Wara ]%pnna ca u n a a O ityaa o M  sa o  in apTna o k oknvaja - M s a Wara ]%pnna ca u n a a O ityaa o M  sa o  in apTna o k oknvaja - M s a Wara ]%pnna ca u n a a O ityaa o M  sa o  in apTna o k oknvaja - M s a Wara ]%pnna ca u n a a O ityaa o M  sa o  in apTna o k oknvaja - M s a Wara ]%pnna ca u n a a O ityaa o M  sa o  in apTna o k o
da Orana dUrsa Mcaar AaOr p`saarNa xa o~a o M ko vyavaisqatda Orana dUrsa Mcaar AaOr p`saarNa xa o~a o M ko vyavaisqatda Orana dUrsa Mcaar AaOr p`saarNa xa o~a o M ko vyavaisqatda Orana dUrsa Mcaar AaOr p`saarNa xa o~a o M ko vyavaisqatda Orana dUrsa Mcaar AaOr p`saarNa xa o~a o M ko vyavaisqat
ivakasa kI sa uivaQaa p`dana kroÆivakasa kI sa uivaQaa p`dana kroÆivakasa kI sa uivaQaa p`dana kroÆivakasa kI sa uivaQaa p`dana kroÆivakasa kI sa uivaQaa p`dana kroÆ

 kOroja p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko ilae ekkOroja p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko ilae ekkOroja p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko ilae ekkOroja p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko ilae ekkOroja p`saarNa AaOr dUrsaMcaar saovaaAao M ko ilae ek
ekIkRt naIitgat Z,aMcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`baMQana vyavasqaaekIkRt naIitgat Z,aMcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`baMQana vyavasqaaekIkRt naIitgat Z,aMcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`baMQana vyavasqaaekIkRt naIitgat Z,aMcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`baMQana vyavasqaaekIkRt naIitgat Z,aMcaa AaOr spo@T/ma p`baMQana vyavasqaa
sqa a ipt krna o  k o ilae @ya a kdma ]zaya o  ja a n a osq a a ipt krna o  k o ilae @ya a kdma ]zaya o  ja a n a osq a a ipt krna o  k o ilae @ya a kdma ]zaya o  ja a n a osq a a ipt krna o  k o ilae @ya a kdma ]zaya o  ja a n a osq a a ipt krna o  k o ilae @ya a kdma ]zaya o  ja a n a o
c a a iheÆca a iheÆca a iheÆca a iheÆca a iheÆ

 pramaSa- maoM kuC idlacasp iTPpiNayaaM spYT $p sao T/a[- ko [rado
idKatI hOM.[samaoM Saaimala hO:

 ivaiBanna maM~alaya Aa^nalaa[na saovaaAaoM ko ivaiBanna phlauAaoM
kao ivainayaimat kr rha hO.yah vyavasqaa kI AasaanaI kao

p`Baaivat krta hO ‘@yaaoMik ]Vaoga
spYT nahIM hO ik naIityaaM kaOna tOyaar
krogaa¸ Anaumait dogaa AaOr inayaamak
Z,aMcaa kaOna tya krogaaÆ

 yah navaacaar kao p`Baaivat
krta hO @yaaoMik nayaI tknaIikyaaoM
ko daohna ko ilae p`itiËyaa samaya
baZ,ta hO.[sa p`kar¸ ek AspYT
ivainayaamak vaatavarNa inavaoSa Baavanaa
kao nakara%mak $p sao p`Baaivat
krogaa.’

 k[- inayaamak Sai@tyaaM ivaiBanna maM~alayaao M ko pasa hO
jaao Saasana¸ knvaja-Msa kao AaOr AiQak caunaaOtIpUNa- banaa rhI
hO.’

 saMcaar saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana¸ saMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ivakasa¸
sqaapnaa¸ saMcaalana AaOr ivastar¸ saMcaar AvasaMrcanaa AaOr
naoTvak- va saMcaar saMsaaQanaao M ko p`baMQana AaOr saMbaMiQat
yaa p`asaMigak maamalaao M ko p`avaQaana kao inayaMi~t krnao
vaalao kanaUnaaoM kao samaoikt krko vahaM ekla kaoDÀAiQainayama
ivakisat krnao ko ilae mah%vapUNa- ivacaar hao sakto
hOM.

 Aa[-saITI xao~ ko ilae pUrI trh sao ekIkRt inayaamak
haonao sao̧  ijasamaoM DoTa gaaopnaIyata AaOr saa[bar saurxaa kaya-
S a a i m ala h O M ¸ A MtrraYT / Iy a in av a oS aka o M  k o iv aSva asa
kao baZ,anao AaOr doSa maoM iDijaTla saovaaAaoM ko tojaI sao raolaAa]T
kI sauivaQaa p`dana krnao maoM BaI madd imalaogaI.’
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COMMENT

 Ironically, this entire Consultation Paper has
been issued, ignoring the Draft Communication
Commission of India Bill  2001. This Bill
originated from the seminal Supreme Court
decision in the Cricket Association of Bengal
case of 1994, which held that airwaves are public
property and not the preserve of either the private
or government sector. An autonomous regulatory
body best manages them the Supreme Court ruled.

 TRAI also refers to the Draft Telecommunication
Bill 2022 released in September 2022, which,
apart from overhauling telecom laws, plans to
bring in sections to regulate OTT communication
and broadcasting services regulation.

 Amazingly, TRAI appears to have departed from
its neutral stance and seems to be only espousing
the cause of DOT, which is going all out to make
the MIB non-est. It is well aware of the deep
concerns expressed by MIB.

 Indeed, when such a vast gulf appears between
two ministries, both having vital functions to play
in the digital economy, the PMO/Cabinet
Secretariat should settle the dispute between
DOT/MIB  before further damage is done to the
interests of the Broadcasting and Cable Sector.

 Of course, TRAI may be looking for a significant
overhaul of its powers, but it is doubtful that DOT
will give up its vast powers.

 Further developments will have to be carefully
monitored in future columns by the broadcasting
and cable industry. 

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
 ivaMDbanaa yah hO ik pUra pramaSa- p~ Baart ko masaaOda saMcaar

Aayaaoga ivaQaoyak 2001 kI AnadoKI krto hue jaarI ikyaa gayaa
hO.yah ivaQaoyak 1994 ko iËkoT esaaoisaeSana Aa^f baMgaala
maamalao maoM saup`Ima kaoT- ko maaOilak fOsalao sao ]%pnna huAa qaa¸ ijasamaoM
kha gayaa qaa ik ‘vaayau trMgao’ saava-jainak saMpi<a hO AaOr inajaI yaa
sarkarI xao~ ko saMrxaNa maoM nahIM hO.savaao-cca nyaayaalaya ko inaNa-ya ko
Anausaar ek svaaya<a inayaamak saMsqaa ]naka sabasao AcCa p`baMQana
krtI hO.

 T/a[- 2022 maoM jaarI D/a^FT TolaIkmyauinakoSansa ibala 2022 ka BaI
hvaalaa dota hO jaao TolaIka^ma kanaUnaaoM kI AaovarhailaMga ko Alaavaa
AaoTITI saMcaar AaOr p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko inayamana kao ivainayaimat
krnao ko ilae QaarayaoM laanao kI yaaojanaa banaa rha hO.

 AaScaya-janak $p sao eosaa p`tIt hao rha hO ik T/a[- Apnao tTsqa
$K sao hT gayaa hO AaOr eosaa lagata hO ik kovala DIAaoTI ka
pxa lao rha hO jaao emaAa[-baI kao gaOr sqaayaI banaanao ko ilae hr
saMBava p`yaasa kr rha hO.yah emaAa[-baI Wara vya2t kI gayaI
gahrI icaMtaAaoM sao AcCI trh vaaikf hO.

 vaastva maoM jaba dao maM~alayaaoM ko baIca [tnaI baD,I Ka[- idKa[- dotI
hO̧  daonaaoM ko pasa iDijaTla Aqa-vyavasqaa maoM Kolanao ko ilae mah%vapUNa-
kaya- haoto hOM̧  tao pIemaAaoÀkOibanaoT saicavaalaya kao ba`a^DkaisTMga
AaOr kobala xao~ ko ihtaoM kao AaOr nauksaana phuMcanao sao phlao
DIAaoTIÀemaAa[-baI ko baIca ivavaad kao saulaJaanaa caaihe.

 baoSak¸ T/a[- ApnaI Sai@tyaaoM maoM mah%vapUNa- badlaava kI tlaaSa kr
rha hO¸ laoikna yah saMdohaspd hO ik DIAaoTI ApnaI ivaSaala
Sai@tyaaoM kao CaoD, dogaa.

 p`saarNa AaOr kobala ]Vaoga Wara BaivaYya ko ka^lama maoM Aagao ko
ivakasa kI saavaQaanaIpUva-k inagaranaI krnaI haogaI.  
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FM BROADCASTING REVISITED
FM radio broadcasting policy has been under scrutiny for

many years. Recently TRAI had a meeting with representatives
of Association of Radio Operators for India (AROI) where

AROI, had raised issues such as permitting private FM Radio
channels to broadcast independent news bulletins and
availability of FM radio receivers in mobile handsets.

Reserve prices and Successful Bid Prices in Batch 1 auction for FM Radio Phase-III
S. Name of City Region Category Total No. of No. of Channels Phase III Phase III
No Channels for Auction in Reserve price Successful

available Phase III per channel Bid
(Highest bid in Amount
Phase II) (Rs.) (Rs.)

1 Delhi North A+ 9 1 31,42,00,000 1,69,16,89,481
2 Mumbai West A+ 9 2 35,20,01,004 1,22,81,31,349
3 Bangalore South A 8 1 21,60,00,000 1,09,25,45,545
4 Ahmedabad West A 6 1 12,00,55,000 42,68,76,267
5 Pune West A 6 2 14,00,55,000 42,03,50,268
6 Jaipur North A 6 1 6,10,05,555 28,34,98,387
7 Chandigarh North C 4 2 15,61,00,590 19,04,72,374
8 Hyderabad South A 8 4 18,00,00,000 18,00,00,000
9 Patna East B 4 3 5,13,00,000 17,89,83,876
10 Varanasi North B 4 1 2,10,00,000 17,49,18,947
11 Cochin South B 4 1 10,11,69,990 15,04,83,548
12 Nasik West C 4 2 3,51,00,000 14,66,24,270
13 Lucknow North A 6 3 14,00,55,000 14,00,55,000
14 Jodhpur North C 4 1 1,27,00,000 11,44,39,124
15 Kolhapur West C 4 2 3,51,00,000 9,44,24,489
16 Kanpur North A 6 3 8,00,55,000 8,00,55,000
17 Nagpur West A 6 2 5,10,00,000 7,76,33,411
18 Bhubaneshwar East C 4 1 79,00,000 7,40,13,559
19 Kozhikode South C 4 2 7,02,00,100 7,02,00,100
20 Madurai South B 4 1 6,30,00,000 6,49,08,963
21 Aurangabad West C 4 2 2,99,00,000 6,23,39,493
22 Rajkot West B 4 1 3,51,00,000 6,08,08,376
23 Amritsar North B 4 1 3,00,00,000 6,03,97,038
24 Guwahati East C 4 1 37,80,090 4,11,11,343
25 Allahabad North B 4 2 2,10,00,000 4,08,77,024
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26 Surat West A 6 2 3,60,00,000 3,60,00,000
27 Agra North B 4 2 2,56,00,050 2,56,00,050
28 Patiala North C 4 1 1,10,00,000 1,64,93,619
29 Jamshedpur East B 4 1 1,21,50,990 1,26,44,366
30 Udaipur North C 4 1 1,01,07,090 1,05,17,476
31 Karnal North D 3 1 90,00,000 1,04,18,625
32 Rourkela East C 4 2 26,55,000 1,02,12,651
33 Jammu North C 4 3 1,01,07,090 1,01,07,090
34 Kota North C 4 1 85,30,000 1,00,73,018
35 Hissar North D 3 1 61,10,000 83,84,735
36 Ajmer North C 4 2 76,00,000 79,08,589
37 Sholapur West C 4 2 66,59,000 72,03,811
38 Shillong East D 3 2 18,07,000 69,15,070
39 Srinagar North C 4 3 61,20,090 61,20,090
40 Bareily North C 4 2 31,00,000 52,59,650
41 Ahmednagar West C 4 2 37,60,000 47,13,312
42 Dhule West C 4 3 46,59,000 46,59,000
43 Sangli West C 4 2 46,59,000 46,59,000
44 Jalgaon West C 4 2 36,59,000 36,59,000
45 Bilaspur West C 4 3 32,15,000 33,45,541
46 Aligarh North C 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
47 Bikaner North C 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
48 Gorakhpur North C 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
49 Jhansi North C 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
50 Akola West C 4 3 29,59,000 29,59,000
51 Nanded West C 4 3 29,59,000 29,59,000
52 Agartala East D 3 2 16,20,000 16,20,000
53 Muzzaffapur East C 4 3 15,10,000 15,10,000
54 Itanagar East D 3 2 13,03,000 13,03,000
55 Aizwal East D 3 2 12,07,000 12,07,000

S. Name of City Region Category Total No. of No. of Channels Phase III Phase III
No Channels for Auction in Reserve price Successful

available Phase III per channel Bid
(Highest bid in Amount
Phase II) (Rs.) (Rs.)
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Annual License Fee paid in Phase III by FM Radio operators in major cities

S. F M 2.5% of 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total
No. Radio NOTEF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF

Operator Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in
2017-18 2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20 2020-21 2020-21 2021-22 2021-22

Delhi: RP - Rs. 31,42,00,000, Highest Bid (NOTEF) – Rs. 169,16,89,481
1 Operator 1 42292237 8576588 42292236 8009505 42292237 9226408 42292236 6099411 42292237 4717651 42292237
2 Operator 2 42292237 27715972 42292239 29116305 42292236 24715642 42292237 12638245 42292237 17785107 42292237
3 Operator 3 42292237 36835220 42292236 33670076 42292236 30639380 42292236 12206162 42292237 17922909 42292237
4 Operator 4 42292237 29407022 42292238 28872180 42292238 23831563 42292237 7939642 42263921 13102372 42292237
5 Operator 5 42292237 8882821 42292238 8349992 42292238 7786311 42292237 1675532 42292237 2902054 42292237
6 Operator 6 42292237 21779041 42292237 24237771 42292237 20494973 42292238 9376615 42292237 13196203 42292237
7 Operator 7 42292237 8692800 42292236 8208873 42292236 8069790 42292236 1606550 42292237 2907799 42292237
8 Operator 8 42292237 17796889 42292237 18505635 42292237 15450299 42292237 7085228 42292237 10342202 42292237
9 Operator 9 42292237 7070280 42292236 7330880 42292236 3791040 42292236 1528000 42292237 6768280 42292237

Mumbai: RP - Rs. 35,20,01,004, Highest Bid (NOTEF) – Rs. 122,81,31,349
1 Operator 1 30703284 23437845 30703284 25199331 30703284 17242963 30703284 7981286 30703284 9884664 30703284
2 Operator 2 30703284 2176691 30703284 2937923 30703284 2142470 30703284 444435 30703284 369121 30703284
3 Operator 3 30703284 28934710 33285518 22722142 28121048 20033143 30703285 8064946 30703284 9793422 30703284
4 Operator 4 30703284 13578809 30703284 16630494 30703286 11902832 30703284 5944095 29134248 5459382 30703284
5 Operator 5 30703284 3883702 30703284 4497808 30703286 3277464 30703284 1080541 30703284 2020617 30703284
6 Operator 6 30703284 33207891 33207889 32624542 32624542 28057982 30703283 14746687 30703284 17566381 30703284
7 Operator 7 30703284 10650520 30703284 7662105 30703284 6273775 30703284 2074055 30703284 3430470 30703284
8 Operator 8 30703284 23708250 30703284 21836297 30703284 19138173 30703284 9113039 30703284 10678537 30703284
9 Operator 9 30703284 3463920 30703284 5025720 30703284 3250160 30703284 740000 30703284 593480 30703284

Bengaluru: RP - Rs. 21,60,00,000, Highest Bid (NOTEF) – Rs. 109,25,45,545
1 Operator 1 27313639 10353621 27313640 10386829 27313640 8249296 27313640 3007557 27313640 4331854 27313639
2 Operator 2 27313639 7179902 27313640 8470174 27313640 6468038 27313640 2006629 27313640 2129316 27313639
3 Operator 3 27313639 11550649 27313640 13595149 27313644 10579472 27313639 3698719 27170106 4801016 27313639
4 Operator 4 27313639 7418640 27313640 7422880 27313640 4760000 27313639 1928640 22485230 1944360 27313639
5 Operator 5 27313639 9715846 27313636 10856961 27313640 8851391 27313640 4813560 27313643 5495640 27313639
6 Operator 6 27313639 14000114 27313639 14908777 27313639 11568034 27313638 5310921 27313639 6753869 27313639
7 Operator 7 27313639 5616400 27313640 6709309 27313640 3874955 27313640 1513918 27313639 2617756 27313639
8 Operator 8 27313639 11107647 27313639 11256925 27313639 9126424 27313639 3914928 27313638 4671004 27313639

Pune: RP - Rs. 14,00,55,000), Highest Bid (NOTEF) – Rs. 42,03,50,268
1 Operator 1 10508757 12613178 17708245 10558080 7518110 9384711 8502981 3985036 10459433 5096186 10508757
2 Operator 2 10508757 1774569 10508756 2183852 10508756 2000131 10508756 667971 10508756 691437 10508757
3 Operator 3 10508757 9095168 10508757 9744928 10508757 8902352 10508758 3222868 10508757 4388217 10508757
4 Operator 4 10508757 5102880 10508756 4959588 10508756 4486546 10508755 1834352 10508757 4285899 10508757
5 Operator 5 10508757 2090757 10508757 3352169 10508757 3284419 10508757 1358130 10508756 1698348 10508757
6 Operator 6 10508757 8251108 10508687 7896799 10508756 6889206 10508756 3384150 10508756 4498880 10508757

Ahmedabad: (RP - Rs. 12,00,55,000), Highest Bid (NOTEF) – Rs. 42,68,76,267
1 Operator 1 10671907 8042058 10671908 9108998 10671908 8224380 10671907 5004321 8003939 5842789 10671907
2 Operator 2 10671907 12557735 13721784 10710582 11393684 10160552 8865824 5237924 10633233 5917637 10671907
3 Operator 3 10671907 2737600 10671908 2582083 10671908 1882799 10671908 647719 10671908 943347 10671907
4 Operator 4 10671907 6697285 10671908 7060644 10671907 5203272 10671902 2983318 10671907 3499013 10671907
5 Operator 5 10671907 2984040 10671908 2612884 10671908 2106913 10671908 1487750 10671906 2705827 10671907
6 Operator 6 10671907 5831825 10671851 5917203 10671908 5203738 10671907 3253588 10671914 3292560 10671907
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ZEE BID TO CLOSE
SONY MERGER IN

THE MIDST OF
INSOLVENCY

BATTLE
Zee promoter Punit Goenka is battling hard

to complete the Sony merger in the midst
of the insolvency battle.

The Mumbai Bench of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) admitted an insolvency petition media
company Zee Entertainment Enterprises filed by its
financial creditor IndusInd Bank, under Section 7 of the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).

I n d u s I n d
Bank, in i ts  plea,
claimed a default of
Rs 83.08 crore against
the media and
entertainment firm
promoted by
Subhash Chandra.

But in a major
relief to media major
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL), the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) on Friday
stayed the insolvency proceedings initiated against it
earlier this week.

Zee, a household TV name in India that was set up in
1992, had a network share of 16.2% as of December. It
competes with Disney’s Star India and Reliance Industries
Viacom18, and its planned merger with Sony’s India unit
will create a $10 billion behemoth.

Zee shares rose as much as 3.1% on the news and
were last up 1.2%.

“Our focus continues to be on the timely completion
of the proposed merger,” Punit Goenka, Zee’s chief executive
said after the decision.

Zee had acted as a guarantor for loans availed by
a sister company, and India’s IndusInd invoked the

idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-
ko baIca saaonaI ko saaqako baIca saaonaI ko saaqako baIca saaonaI ko saaqako baIca saaonaI ko saaqako baIca saaonaI ko saaqa
SaIGa`ta sao ivalaya pUraSaIGa`ta sao ivalaya pUraSaIGa`ta sao ivalaya pUraSaIGa`ta sao ivalaya pUraSaIGa`ta sao ivalaya pUra
krnaa caahta hO jaIkrnaa caahta hO jaIkrnaa caahta hO jaIkrnaa caahta hO jaIkrnaa caahta hO jaI

jaI ko p`va-tk punaIt gaaoyanaka idvaailayaapna kI laD,a[-
ko baIca saaonaI ko saaqa ivalaya kao pUra krnao ko ilae kD,I

maohnat kr rho hOM.

naoSanala kMpnaI laa^ iT/byaUnala ³enasaIelaTI´ kI mauMba[- baoMca nao
[nasaa^lvaoMsaI eMD baOMkrPsaI kaoD ³Aa[-baIsaI´ kI Qaara 7 ko tht Apnao
iva<aIya laonadar [MDsa[MD baOMk Wara jaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja pr dayar
ek [nasaa^lvaoMsaI yaaicaka kao svaIkar kr ilayaa hO.

[MDsa[MD ba O Mk na o ApnaI
yaaicaka maoM sauBaaYa caMd`a Wara
p̀vait-t maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana
kMpnaI ko iKlaaf 83º08
kraoD, Épyao ka iDfa^lT ka
davaa ikyaa hO.
laoikna maIiDyaa p`mauK jaI
eMTrTonamao MT eMTrp`a[jaoja
ilaimaToD ³jaoD[-[-ela´ kao
ek baD,I raht doto hue¸

naoSanala kMpnaI laa^ ApIlaoT iT/byaUnala ³enasaIelaeTI´ nao hala hI maoM [sako
iKlaaf Sau$ kI gayaI idvaalaa kar-vaa[- pr raok lagaa dI hO.

jaI kao Baart maoM GarolaU TIvaI ko $p maoM jaanaa jaata hO ijasao
1992 maoM sqaaipt ikyaa gayaa qaa¸ idsaMbar tk [sakI naoTvak- ihssaodarI
16º2‰ qaI.yah iDjnaI ko sTar [MiDyaa AaOr irlaayaMsa [MDsT/Ija ko
vaayaka^ma 18 ko saaqa p`itspQaa- kr rha hO AaOr saaonaI ko Baart [ka[-
ko saaqa [saka inayaaoijat ivalaya 10 Arba Da^lar ka ivaSaalakaya
haogaa.

[sa Kbar sao jaI ko SaoyaraoM maoM 3º1‰ kI ]Cala AayaI¸ jaao ik
ipClaI baar 1º2‰ qaa.

[sa fOsalao ko baad jaI ko mau#ya kaya-karI AiQakar punaIt gaaoyanaka
nao kha ‘hmaara Qyaana p̀staivat ivalaya kao samaya sao pUra krnao pr hO.’jaI nao
ApnaI sahyaaogaI kMpnaI Wara idyao gayao ?Na ko ilae ek gaarMTr ko $p maoM
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guarantee alleging default on payment, exchange filings
show.

Zee disputed its liability in the
tribunal saying, according to them the
liability did not meet the threshold for
initiating insolvency proceedings.

Zee's best case would be to get
90 percent of the creditors to come on
board and pull the case out of the
NCLAT. A possible scenario is that the
bank may not be getting a good deal
post the Zee-Sony merger and hence
decided to move to the NCLT.

Alternatively, Zee may request its
creditors to give IndusInd Bank a better deal in the
resolution and persuade the lender to withdraw the case
from NCLT. This is possible if 90 percent of the creditors
agree to the same.

Brokerage firm UBS has maintained its buy rating
on Zee Entertainment with a price target of Rs 350. The
brokerage says that while the amount is not material, it
can delay the merger process further. It also lists options
for Zee, which includes an appeal before the NCLAT to
set aside this order, or to settle pending dues in the
interest of completing the merger.

"These amounts have largely already been
provided in Zee's books, and therefore, we believe any
potential settlement is not likely to result in any material
P&L impact," the note said. 

PUNIT GOENKA

kama ikyaa qaa AaOr Baart ko [MDsa[MD nao Baugatana pr caUk ka Aaraop lagaato
hue e@sacaoMja fa[ilaMga Saao ko tht gaarMTI kI maaMga kI qaI. jaI nao halahI

maoM iT/byaUnala maoM Apnao Aavaodna maoM ApnaI donadarI pr
vaad–ivavaad krto hue krto hue kha ik ]nako
Anausaar idvaalaa kaya-vaahI Sau$ krnao ko ilae doyata
saImaa kaoo pUra nahIM krtI hO.

jaI ko ilae sabasao AcCa maamalaa 90
p`itSat laonadaraoM kao baaoD- pr laanao AaOr maamalao kao
enasaIelaTI sao baahr inakalanao ka haogaa.ek
saMBaaivat pirdRSya yah hO ik jaI–saaonaI ivalaya ko
baad baOMk kao ek AcCa saaOda nahIM imala rha hO
AaOr [sailae ]sanao enasaIelaTI maoM jaanao ka fOsalaa

ikyaa hO.vaOkilpk $p sao jaI Apnao laonadaraoM sao AnauraoQa kr sakta hO
ik vao [MDsa[MD baOMk kao samaaQaana maoM baohtr saaOda doM AaOr ?Nadata kao
enasaIelaTI sao maamalaa vaapsa laonao ko ilae rajaI kr laoM.yah tBaI saMBava hO
jabaik 90 p`itSat laonadar [sasao sahmat haoM.

bàaokroja kMpnaI yaUbaIesa nao jaI eMTrTonamaoMT pr 350 Épyao ko maUlya
laxya ko saaqa ApnaI KrIdarI roiTMga banaayao rKI hO.bàaokroja ka khnaa hO
ik raiSa BaaOitk nahIM hO̧  yah ivalaya p̀iËyaa maoM AaOr dorI kr saktI hO.pr
jaI ko ilae ivaklpaoM kao BaI saUcaIbaw krta hO̧  ijasamaoM enasaIelaTI ko samaxa
[sa AadoSa kao r_ krnao yaa ivalaya kao pUra krnao ko iht maoM laMibat bakayaa
raiSa ka inapTana krnao ko ilae ek ApIla Saaimala hO.

naaoT maoM kha gayaa hO ik ‘yah raiSa kafI hd tk phlao sao hI
jaI ko pustkaoM maoM p`dana kI jaa caukI hO̧  AaOr [sailae¸ hma maanato hOM ik
iksaI BaI saMBaaivat inapTana ko pirNaamasva$p iksaI BaI BaaOitk pI eMD
ela p`Baava kI saMBaavanaa nahIM hO. 
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THE BATTLE FOR
SURVIVAL FOR

CABLE OPERATORS
The tussle between cable operators and leading

broadcasters is testing the grit and determination
of the cable community.

The tussle between leading broadcasters and cable
operators continued with leading broadcasters and key
cable TV platforms continued to be at loggerheads with
Disney-Star, Sony, and Zee
switching off signals of their
channels on leading platforms
such as Hathway Digital and
DEN Networks. This left
millions of TV households
without access to popular
channels.

The broadcasters’
move to disconnect TV
services from key Distribution

kobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilaekobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilaekobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilaekobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilaekobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilae
Aaist%va kI laD,a[-Aaist%va kI laD,a[-Aaist%va kI laD,a[-Aaist%va kI laD,a[-Aaist%va kI laD,a[-

kobala Aa^proTraoM AaOr p`mauK p`saarkaoM ko baIca ka
saMGaYa- kobala samaudaya ko QaOya- AaOr dRZ, saMklp ka

prIxaNa kr rha hO.

p`mauK p`saarkaoM AaOr kobala Aa^proTraoM ko baIca saMGaYa- jaarI hO̧
p`mauK p`saarkaoM AaOr p`mauK kobala TIvaI PlaoTfa^ma- iDjnaI–sTar¸ saaonaI AaOr

jaI ko saaqa hOqavao iDijaTla AaOr Dona
naoTva@sa- jaOsao p̀mauK PlaoTfâmaao-M pr Apnao
caOnalaaoM ko isaganala baMd krnao ko saaqa
saMGaYa- maoM banao hue hOM.[sako laaKaoM TIvaI
pirvaaraoM kao laaokip`ya caOnalaaoM tk phuMca
sao vaMicat kr idyaa hO.

p`saarkaoM nao halahI maoM p`mauK
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM sao TIvaI
saovaaAaoM kao iDsknao@T krnao ka kdma
]zayaa¸ @yaao Mik [na kobala TIvaI

Platform Operators came after these cable TV platforms
also known as Multi-System Operators (MSOs) refused
to sign fresh distribution agreements or RIO (reference
interconnect offers) under NTO 3.0 (New Tariff Order)
notified by TRAI.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) on
Saturday said that its members are not signing the new
agreements as a mark of protest against unreasonable
pricing by the broadcasters. The industry body also claimed
that the broadcaster’s move has deprived 45 million TV
households of entertainment.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
had notified the amended regulations and NTO 3.0 on
November 22, 2022. It was set to come into force on February
1, 2023.

Broadcasters say the price increase will be in the

PlaoTfa^maao-M kao malTI isaganala Aa^proTraoM ³emaesaAaó  ko $p maoM BaI jaanaa
jaata hO̧  ijanhaoMnao T/a[- Wara AiQasaUicat enaTIAao 3º0 ³nyaU TOirf´ ko
tht nayao samaJaaOto yaa AarAa[-Aao ³roÍoMsa [MTrknao@Sana Aa^fr´ pr
hstaxar krnao sao [Mkar kr idyaa.

Aa^la [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´ nao
batayaa ik ]sako sadsya p`saarkaoM Wara Anauicat maUlya inaQaa-rNa ko ivaraoQa maoM
nayao samaJaaOto pr hstaxar nahIM kr rho hOM.]Vaoga inakaya nao hala hI maoM
davaa ikyaa ik p`saark ko kdma nao 45 imailayana TIvaI pirvaaraoM kao
manaaorMjana sao vaMicat kr idyaa.

BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ nao 22 navaMbar
2022 kao saMSaaoiQat inayamaaoM AaOr enaTIAao 3º0 kao AiQasaUicat ikyaa
qaa.yah 1 frvarI 2023 sao laagaU haonao ko ilae inaQaa-irt ikyaa gayaa qaa.

p`saarkaoM ka khnaa hO ik kImataoM maoM 5–15‰ tk kI baZ,aotrI
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range of 5-15% and this is the first such hike in four years.
However, cable operators say the price hike could go up to
60%, an exorbitant amount in a price-sensitive market.

“The price increase will result in a cost of close to Rs
5,000 crore to Rs 8,000 crore per annum to consumers, which
will largely benefit the broadcasters," the AIDCF said in a
statement.

The broadcasters had notified cable operators,
asking them to sign the RIO for NTO 3.0. However, since
the Kerala High Court is hearing a case related to its
implementation, the AIDCF members decided not to raise
channel pricing.

The AIDCF includes top cable
companies such as Reliance
Industries-owned Hathway, Den,
GTPL, Hinduja Group's
NXTDIGITAL, Rajan Raheja Group-
owned Asianet Digital Network, and
regional cable operators like Kerala
Communicators Cable and UCN Cable
Network.

TRAI first issued the NTO in
December 2018. It was expected to
make channels cheaper for the consumers and offer more
choices, as it allowed them to pay only for those (channels)
they watch at MRPs set by broadcasters, instead of the
pre-set bouquets offered earlier. However, in reality, the
opposite happened, as the cost of like-to-like channel
options went up.

After facing several legal challenges and
opposition from the broadcasting industry, it was
implemented in February 2019. Eventually, it led to a major
shakeup in the TV distribution industry, as consumers
had to pay more for their favourite channels, while some
niche channels were also impacted due to lower
viewership and revenue.

In January 2020, TRAI introduced an amended
version of the tariff order, known as NTO 2.0. It reduced the
cap on the MRP of individual channels, which can form
part of any bouquet, to Rs 12 per month from Rs 19. It also
offered customers double the channels (200) under the base
network capacity fee (NCF) slab.

After almost three years of litigations and
discussions, TRAI brought out NTO 3.0 in November 2022.
It decided to continue with the MRP ceiling of Rs 19 for a
channel to be a part of a bouquet.

With the matter subjudice now, it remains to be seen
how the court verdict will develop. 

haogaI AaOr caar saala maoM [sa trh kI phlaI baZ,atrI hO.halaaMik¸ kobala
Aa^proTraoM ka khnaa hO ik kImataoM maoM 60‰ tk kI baZ,aotrI hao saktI
hO̧  jaao kImat ko p`it saMvaodnaSaIla baajaar maoM A%yaiQak raiSa hO.

eAa[-DIsaIef nao ek bayaana maoM kha ik ‘maUlya vaRiw sao ]pBaao@taAaoM
pr saalaanaa 5000 kraoD, Épyao sao 8000 kraoD, Épyao kI laagat
AayaogaI¸ ijasasao p`saarkaoM kao kafI hd tk fayada haogaa.

p`saarkaoM nao kobala Aa^proTraoM kao saUicat krto hue ]nasao enaTIAao
3º0 pr hstaxar krnao ko ilae kha qaa.halaaMik¸ caUMik korla ]cca
nyaayaalaya [sako kayaa-nvayana sao saMbaMiQat maamalao kI saunavaa[- kr rha hO̧
[sailae eAa[-DIsaIef sadsyaaoM nao caOnala maUlya inaQaa-rNa maoM baZ,aotrI nahIM
krnao ka fOsalaa ikyaa hO.

eAa[-DIsaIef maoM irlaayaMsa [MDsT/Ija ko svaaima%va
vaalaI hOqavao̧  Dona¸ jaITIpIela¸ ihMdujaa samaUh
ko enae@saiDijaTla¸ rajana rhojaa samaUh ko
svaaima%va vaalaI eiSayaanaoT iDijaTla naoTvak-
jaOsaI SaIYa- kobala kMpinayaaM AaOr korla
kmyauinakoTsa- kobala AaOr yaUsaIena kobala naoTvak-
jaOsao xao~Iya kobala Aa^proTr Saaimala hOM.
T/a[- nao phlaI baar idsaMbar 2018 maoM enaTIAao
jaarI ikyaa qaa.[sasao ]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae

caOnala sasto haonao AaOr AiQak ivaklp poSa krnao kI ]mmaId qaI¸ @yaaooMik
[sasao ]nhoM kovala ]na ³caOnalaaoḾ  ko ilae Baugatana krnao kI Anaumait imalaI¸
jaao vao phlao sao poSa ikyao jaa rho bauko ko bajaaya p`saarkaoM Wara inaQaa-irt
emaAarpI pr doKto hOM.halaaMik vaastva maoM ivaprIt huAa¸ @yaaoMik [sasao
caOnala dr caOnala ivaklpaoM kI laagat baZ, gayaI.p`saarNa ]Vaoga sao k[-
kanaUnaI caunaaOityaaoM AaOr ivaraoQa ka saamanaa krnao ko baad¸ [sao frvarI
2019 maoM laagaU ikyaa gayaa qaa.AaiKrkar¸ [sanao TIvaI ivatrNa ]Vaoga maoM
ek baD,a JaTka idyaa¸ @yaaoMik ]pBaao@taAaoM kao Apnao psaMdIda caOnalaaoM
ko ilae AiQak Baugatana krnaa pD,a¸ jabaik dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa AaOr
rajasva kma haonao ko karNa kuC ivaiSaYT caOnala BaI p`Baaivat hue.

janavarI 2020 maoM T/a[- nao TOirf AadoSa ka ek saMSaaoiQat saMskrNa
poSa ikyaa¸ ijasao enaTIAao 2º0 ko $p maoM jaanaa jaata hO.[sanao vyai@tgat
caOnalaaoM ko emaAarpI ko kOp kao kma kr idyaa¸ jaao ik iksaI BaI bauko ka
ihssaa bana sakta hO̧  Aba [saka maUlya 19Épyao kI jagah 12Épyao p̀it maah
tya kr idyaa gayaa.[sanao gàahkaoM kao AaQaar naoTvak- xamata Saulk ³enasaIef´
slaOba ko tht caOnalaaoM ³200´ kao daogaunaa krnao kI poSakSa kI.

lagaBaga 3 saala kI maukdmaaoM AaOr cacaa-AaoM ko baad T/a[- nao navaMbar
2022 maoM enaTIAao 3º0 poSa ikyaa.[sanao bauko ka ihssaa bananao ko ilae
ek caOnala ko ilae 19 Épyao kI emaAarpI saImaa ko saaqa jaarI rKnao ka
fOsalaa ikyaa.

Aba maamalaa kaoT- ko AQaIna hO̧  yah doKnaa baakI hO ik Adalat
ka fOsalaa kOsao Aagao baZ,ata hO. 



LG’S NEW STRATEGY

LG’s has rolled out a new
strategy and The buyers of LG smart
TVs of the model year 2023 will be able
to receive German DTH satellite TV
platform HD+ without additional
hardware.

LG will integrate the HD+ TV
app directly into the TV sets via the
HbbTV Operator Application
(HbbTV OpApp) for this purpose. A
set-top box, CI+ module, smart card,
TV key or other hardware will no
longer be necessary for HD+
reception, only a satellite dish
pointing to Astra (19.2° East). The
TV sets with integrated HD+ are
scheduled to go on sale in Germany
at the end of March 2023.

To get to know HD+, the
platform offers a six-month free
trial period without registration or
further obligations. Viewers who
want to continue watching HD+ after
the free period can sign up for a
subscription at a retailer or in the
HD+ web shop.

CANAL+ EXPANSION PLANS

Canal+ Group’s Czech and
Slovak operator Skylink has launched
Canal+ Action in the two countries and
at the same time added five SPI
International channels to its OTT
service Skylink Live TV.

It has also moved the channel
Spektrum Home to its Digital package
and announced price changes to
Skylink Live TV that will come into
effect on April 4.

Canal+ Action is new to the
Czech Republic and Slovakia and is
being made available on satellite and
Skylink Live TV from February 28. It
will  be offered to all  Skylink
customers throughout March
irrespective of the package they
subscribe to.

ITV STUDIOCANAL
COLLABORATION

ITV is
adding to
t h e
subscription
tier of
its ITVX

streaming service with an agreement
to carry StudioCanal Presents.

Expected to launch on ITVX
Premium this Spring, the deal will see
over 400 films added to its subscription
tier.

StudioCanal presents, which
is also available through Amazon
Prime Video Channels and the Apple
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TV app, draws from an extensive
library that includes family favourites
Paddington and Paddington 2, A
Shaun the Sheep Movie:
Farmageddon as well as homegrown
and international films such as
Legend starring Tom Hardy, Tinker
Tailor Soldier Spy starring Gary
Oldman, Non Stop starring Liam
Neeson, The Imitation Game starring
Benedict Cumberbatch and
Apocalypse Now starring Marlon
Brando.

ZDF – BCC PARTNERSHIP

German public broadcaster
ZDF has extended its strategic
partnership with BBC Studios, the
production and distribution subsidiary
of the BBC.

The 2019 agreement already
significantly intensified the
cooperation between the two
broadcasters. In both the fictional
and non-fictional areas, material has
since been developed and projects
realised in close cooperation.

ZDF and BBC Studios plan to
partner on further documentaries,
including Mammals and Asia. In
addition, the agreement now also
provides thematic channel
ZDFinfo with first access rights
to l icensed programmes and
presales as well  as joint co-
productions. 



SUN TV INCREASED
REVENUES

Sun TV revenues for Dec 2022
quarter touched Rs.810.51 crore for the
quarter ended 31st December’2022 as
against Rs.829.57 crore for the
corresponding quarter ended 31st
December’2021. The overall revenue
was at Rs. 857.51 crores as against
Rs.1,033.10 crores for the quarter
ended 31st December’2021.

The EBITDA was at Rs.573.07
crore for the current quarter as against
Rs. 721.87 crore during the previous
quarter ended 31st December’2021 and
the Profit Before Taxes for the quarter
ended 31st December’2022 was to
Rs.556.91 crores as against Rs. 609.80
crores for the corresponding quarter
ended 31st December’2021.

The Profit after taxes (excl. IPL
& Movies) for the current quarter was
at Rs.409.82 crores as against Rs. 416.00
crores for the corresponding quarter
ended 31st December’2021 and the
overall Profit after taxes for the current
quarter was at Rs.416.32 crores as
against Rs. 457.39 crores for the
corresponding quarter ended 31st
December’2021.
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Advertisement revenue stood
at Rs. 380 crore for the quarter ended
31st Dec’ 2022

TV TODAY POSTS TURNOVER
OF RS 258 CRORE

TV Today
Network saw a
decline at Rs
231.31 crore for
the quarter ended
December 31, 2022
compared to Rs

257.97 crore in the same quarter last
year.

Company’s total income fell
8.4% to Rs 244.31 crore in Q3 FY23 from
Rs 266.83 crore in Q3 FY22. Expenses
jumped 12% to Rs 206.30 crore from Rs
184.25 crore.

Network’s net profit for the
quarter declined by 55% to Rs 27.62
crore from Rs 61.50 crore.

Company’s television and other
media operations revenue for the
quarter ended December 31, 2022 was
Rs 228.93 crore against Rs 252.16 crore.
Furthermore, the revenue from radio
segment was Rs 2.38 crore against Rs
5.81 crore.

The board also approved re-
appointment of Aroon Purie, Chairman
and Whole-time Director with the
effect from April 1, 2023 for a period of
five years, subject to approval of

shareholders of the company. Re-
appointment of Kalli Purie Bhandal,
Vice-Chairperson and Managing
Director was also approved w.e.f. April
1, 2023 for a period of five years,
subject to approval of shareholders of
the company.

ZEE REVENUES AT RS 2111
CRORES

Zee reveues stood at Rs 2112.6
crore in this quarter.The network is
advertising revenue decreased by
15.63% to Rs 1063.8 crore against Rs
1260.8 crore. Domestic advertising
revenues declined by 15.8% to Rs
1015.4 crore on YoY basis.

The company in BSE filing said
that the ad revenue year-on-year
growth was impacted due to FTA
withdrawal (Zee Anmol) and slowdown
in FMCG spends due to the challenging
macroeconomic environment.

Company’s subscription
revenue was up 11.2% to Rs 894.4 crore
in Q3 FY23 against Rs 790.15crore in
Q3FY22, aided by underlying organic
growth in Zee5, Zee Music and by
recognition of subscription revenue
from Siti network, the company said in
the statement.

The profit after tax (PAT) of the
network declined by 91.9% to Rs 24.3
crore in Q3FY23 against Rs 298.7 crore
in Q3 FY22. 
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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DISH DOCTOR

BROADCASTING REGULATOR
Q: Please elaborate on the bodies which regulate
broadcasting bodies in countries like USA, UK,
Australia

Shantanu Dutta,
Broadcast Consultant, Kolkatta

Ans.: To accommodate new services and the evolving
marketplace, many countries are modifying their
policy-making and regulatory frameworks and
inst i tut ions addressing the phenomenon of
convergence of  the telecom and broadcast ing
industries. One of the ways this has been achieved is
by merging different regulatory authorities for telecom
and broadcasting into one regulatory body. Large
economies around the world like the USA, UK,
Australia, European Union, etc. have established the
converged regulators who are empowered and made
responsible for overseeing the complete electronic
communicat ion space which includes
telecommunicat ion,  broadcast ing,  media,  and
cyberspace.  They have a  common body that
authorizes or provides licenses for
both telecommunicat ions and
broadcast services. The international
developments in the licensing regimes
and regulat ion with respect  to
convergence in different countries is
deliberated in this section

USA
The Federal Communications

Commission (FCC) was established by
the Communications Act of 1934,
regulates radio, television, wire,
satellite, and cable communication,
both interstate and international. The
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]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: nayaI saovaa AaOr ivakisat haoto baajaar kao samaayaaoijat krnao ko
ilae¸ k[- doSa dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa ]VaogaaoM ko knvaja-Msa kI GaTnaa
kao saMbaaoiQat krto hue Apnao naIit inamaa-Na AaOr inayaamak Z,aMcao AaOr
saMsqaanaaoM kao saMSaaoiQat kr rho hOM.[sao haisala krnao vaalao trIkaoM maoM sao
ek dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa ko ilae ivaiBanna inayaamak p`aiQakrNaaoM kao
ek inayaamak inakaya maoM ivalaya krnaa hO.yaUesae¸ yaUko¸ Aa^sT/oilayaa va
yaUraopIya saMGa Aaid jaOsaI duinayaa Bar kI baD,I Aqa-vyavasqaaAaoM nao
knvaja-Msa inayaamakaoM kI sqaapnaa kI hO¸ jaao dUrsaMcaar¸ p`saarNa¸ maIiDyaa
va saa[barsposa saiht saMpUNa- [lao@T/a^inak saMcaar sqaana kI doKroK ko
ilae saSa@t AaOr ijammaodar hO.]nako pasa ek saamaanya inakaya hO jaao
dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa saovaaAaoM daonaaoM ko ilae AiQakRt yaa laa[saoMsa
p`dana krta hO.[sa KMD maoM ivaiBanna doSaaoM maoM knvaja-Msa ko saMbaMQa

mao M laa[sao MisaMga vyavasqaaAaoM AaOr ivainayamaao M mao M
AMtrraYT/Iya ivakasa pr ivacaar–ivamaSa- ikyaa gayaa
hO.

ya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesaeya Uesae

saMGaIya saMcaar Aayaaoga ³efsaIsaI´ 1934 ko saMcaar
AiQainayama Wara sqaaipt ikyaa gayaa qaa¸ jaao
AMtrrajyaIya aaOr AMtrraYT/Iya daonaaoM trh ko roiDyaao̧
TolaIivajana¸ tar¸ saOTolaa[T AaOr kobala saMcaar
ka o inaya M i~t krta hO.1934 ka sa Mcaar
AiQainayama ³saMSaaoiQat´ TolaIga`af¸ TolaIfaona AaOr
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Communication Act of 1934 (as amended) deals with
the regulation of telegraph, telephone, and radio
communications in great detail. The Act provides for
regulation in almost all aspects of the communications
and broadcasting industry. The FCC is further divided
into seven separate bureaus that process applications,
filing of licenses, complaints, and making policies, etc.

UK
The UK communication industry is regulated

by The Office of Communications (OFCOM), having
duties in television, radio, telecommunications, and
wireless communications
services .  The
Communications Act 2003
(CA 2003) is the primary
source of communication
legislation and regulation in
the UK that regulates the
provision of electronic communication services as well
as broadcasting services. The Broadcasting Standards
Commission, Independent Television Commission,
Office of Telecommunications, Radio Authority, and
Radio-communications Authority merged their 16
regulatory duties under OFCOM in 2002. OFCOM
provides l icenses for  TV broadcast ,  radio
communications, radio broadcast, spectrum, etc.

AUSTRALIA
The Australian Broadcasting Authority and the

Australian Communications Authority were integrated
in 2005 to become the Australian Communications and
Media Authority (ACMA).
ACMA is a converged
regulator, created to
oversee the convergence
of telecommunications,
broadcasting, radio
communications and the
internet. The key
responsibilities of the
ACMA include:
 licensing and regulating telecommunications

carriers, carriage service providers and content
service providers.

 licensing and regulating RF spectrum.
 regulating television and radio broadcasting,

including content regulation.  

roiDyaa o sa Mcaar ko inayama ko baaro ma o M ivastar sa o batata hO.
AiQainayama saMcaar AaOr p`saarNa ]Vaoga ko lagaBaga saBaI phlauAaoM maoM
ivainayamana p`dana krta hO.efsaIsaI kao Aagao saat Alaga–Alaga
byaUrao maoM ivaBaaijat ikyaa gayaa hO jaao AavaodnaaoM¸ laa[saoMsa daiKla
krnao¸ iSakayataoM AaOr naIityaaoM kao banaanao Aaid kI p`iËyaa krta
hO.

yaUkoya Ukoya Ukoya Ukoya Uko
iba`Tona ko saMcaar ]Vaoga kao d Aa^ifsa Aa^f kmyauinakoSansa

³AaoefsaIAaoema´ Wara inayaMi~t ikyaa jaata hO¸ ijasakI D\yaUTI
TolaIivajana¸ roiDyaao¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOr
vaayarlaosa saMcaar saovaaAaoM sao hO.saMcaar
AiQainayama 2003 ³saIe 2003´ yaUko
maoM saMcaar kanaUna AaOr ivainayama ka
p`aqaimak sa`aot hO jaao [lao@T/a^inak saMcaar

saovaaAaoM ko saaqa–saaqa p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko p`avaQaana kao inayaMi~t
krta hO.p`saarNa maanak Aayaaoga¸ svatM~ TolaIivajana Aayaaoga¸ dUrsaMcaar
kayaa-laya¸ roiDyaao p`aiQakrNa AaOr roiDyaao saMcaar p`aiQakrNa nao 2002
mao M Aa^fka^ma ko tht 16 inayaamak kt-vyaa o M ka ivalaya kr
idyaa.Aa^fka^ma TIvaI p`saarNa¸ roiDyaao saMcaar¸ roiDyaao p`saarNa¸
spo@T/ma Aaid ko ilae laa[saoMsa p`dana krta hO.

Aa^sT/ o ilayaaAa ^sT / o ilayaaAa ^sT / o ilayaaAa ^sT / o ilayaaAa ^sT / o ilayaa
Aa^sT/oilayaa[- p`saarNa p`aiQakrNa AaOr Aa^sT/oilayaa[- saMcaar

p`aiQakrNa kao Aa^sT/oilayaa[- saMcaar AaOr maIiDyaa p`aiQakrNa ³esaIemae´
banaanao ko ilae 2005 maoM ekIkRt ikyaa gayaa qaa.esaIemae ek

knvaja - M s a inayaamak h O ijasa o
dUrsaMcaar¸ p`saarNa¸ roiDyaao saMcaar
AaOr [MTrnaoT ko knvaja- Msa kI
inagaranaI ko ilae banaayaa gayaa
hO.esaIemae kI p̀mauK ijammaodairyaaoM
maoM Saaimala hO:

 dUrsaMcaar kOiryar¸ kOroja
saovaa p`dataAaoM AaOr saamaga`I saovaa p`dataAaoM kao laa[saoMsa donaa
AaOr ]naka ivainayamana krnaa.

 laa[saoMisaMga AaOr Aaref spo@T/ma ka ivainayamana.

 saamaga`I ivainayamana saiht TolaIivajana AaOr roiDyaao p`saarNa kao
ivainayaimat krnaa. 
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CHANNEL CHANGES

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over
India in the past month.

50

AMOS4 AT 65 DEG E
On 12th Universal TV HD and
Sanskar TV have started on 11235
V, Verimatrix;ITV Nepal has started
on 11289 V, Verimatrix. On 13th Star
Movies Select, Himalaya TV, Action
Sports 2 and Cinemaghar
International have started on 11360
V, encrypted; Comedy Central India,
Disney International HD, VH1 India
and MTV Beats have left.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 19th MK Tunes and MK Six have
left 3845 V; Tollywood has left 3876
H; Total States has started on 3932
H, FTA; MK TV has left 4015 V.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E
On 4th Sports 18 Hindi has replaced
Eco-Lution on 4034 H, Irdeto; Sports
18 2 and Sports 18 Tamil have
started on 4034 V, Irdeto; Bharat
Express has replaced Janta TV on
4184 V, FTA.On 7th Q Marathi has
left 4184 V.On 26th TV 9 Telugu, TV
9 Kannada, TV 9 Marathi, TV 9
Gujarati and TV 9 Bharatvarsh have
left 3723 V.

INSAT 3C/4CR/ EDUSAT / GSAT
18AT 74 DEG E
On 17th DD Sports on 3777 H is now
encrypted.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 3rd CBeebies Asia, BBC Earth
Asia and BBC Lifestyle Asia have
left 12467 V.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEG E
On 27th January Prajaa TV Kannada
is back on 3805 H, FTA; Spondon

TV has started on 3843 H, FTA;
Atrangii has left 4054 H. On 30th
January Jay Jagannath on 3756 H
is now encrypted.On 3rd Bhakti
Darpan International has started on
3981 H, FTA; Raapchik has started
on 4054 H, FTA.On 17th FGN
Channel has started on 4054 H,
FTA; News Bartaman 24x7 has left.

ST1 / ST 2 AT 88 DEG E
On 12th Sun TV, Asianet Movies and
Zindagi Active have started on 11483
H, encrypted; & flix, CNBC TV 18
Prime HD and Zee Bangla have
left.On 13th News 18 India and
Eurosport India have started on
11164 H, encrypted; Saam TV has
left.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5 DEG E
On 1st AXN East Asia and One have
started on 12436 H, encrypted.On
10th Colors Gujarati Cinema has left
12603 V.

GSAT 15 / GSAT 17AT 93.5 DEG E
on 27th January News World has
replaced Awakening TV on 4076 V,
FTA; Rishu Movies has started on
4174 H, FTA. On 1st  Ishara Channel

has replaced Filamchi Bhojpuri on
11470 V, FTA; B4U Bhojpuri has
replaced Dhamaka Movies B4U on
11510 V, FTA. On 9th Filamchi
Bhojpuri has replaced Ishara
Channel on 11090 V, FTA.On 15th
Kids Active Rhymes and Bharat
Express have started on 11590 H,
encrypted; RT News, B4U Movies
India and Topper TV have left; Zee
Bangla has replaced Star Suvarna
on 11670 H, Irdeto. On 20th Asian
News has replaced Saral Jeevan on
4076 V, FTA; FM News and Onkar
Only Truth TV have started on 4174
H, FTA.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 20th Star Max, Jan HD and
FilmAsia have started on 3663 V,
FTA; Jeeto TV, BTV Kadak, Live
News and Falak TV have left;
Channel S has left 3725 V; Zindagi
TV has started on 3880 H, FTA; Love
of Jesus TV has left.

THAICOM 4 / BANGABANDHU 1
AT 119.5 DEG E
On 11th Eten TV has started on
4680 H, FTA.On 16th Zee Bangla
Cinema International has left 4655
H’ Zee TV Asia Pacific has left 4758
H; Zee Bangla International has left
4764 H.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E
On 27th January Bodhi TV has left
3427 V; DG TV and Sananda have
started on 3651 V, FTA. Jeejal News
HD, Paryawaran and Tehelka TV
have left..On 4th Jeejal News HD and
TV Filmy have started on 3651 V,
FTA.On 10th B 2 has replaced BTV
Kadak on 3651 V, FTA.
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