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EDITOR’'S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

TRAI isgetting itsact together and trying to set right some of
the prevailing anomalies in the broadcast and telecom sector.
Recently demonstrated by itsaction onissuing a consultation paper
which deals with the issue of regulating converged digital
technologies with a specific focus on enabling convergence of
carriage of broadcasting and telecommuni cation services.

Technological convergence bringswith it peculiar issues of
policy, regulation, data privacy, and data security, hence it is
important that policy and regulations evolve on a continuous
basis to keep pace with the devel opments.

The paper is notable as it examines challenges posed by
converging technologies and explores changes needed in legal,
administrative, and licensing frameworks to deal with them, as
per TRAI. The proposal is important because it can cause
significant disruption to inter net businesses.

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) has asked
the Indian telecom regulator to focus on developing a single
regulatory systeminstead.

The other welcome step isin the case of FM broadcasting.

Last May, the ministry of information and broadcasting had
sought recommendations of the authority, on issues including
removal of the linkage to non-refundable one-time entry fee
(NOTEF) in the formula for annual fee as prescribed in the FM
Ph-111 Policy Guidelinesof 2011. It had al so requested the authority
for recommendations on extension of the existing FM license period
of 15 years by three years.

TRAI had held a meeting with representatives of Association
of Radio Operatorsfor India (AROI) last August. Representatives
of AROI, had then raised issues such as permitting private FM
Radio channels to broadcast independent news bulletins and
availability of FM radio receiversin mobile handsets.

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
granted interimrelief to Zee Entertainment EnterprisesLtd (ZEEL)
on February 24 and stayed the order directing the initiation of
insolvency proceedings against the media and entertainment firm.

Theappellatetribunal further issued noticeto Indusind Bank
on plea by Zee managing director Punit Goenka and said it will
hear the case again on March 29.

The development comes at atime when ZEEL isat advanced
stages of merging with Culver Max Entertainment (Sony) in one
of the biggest deals in the media and entertainment sector. It
remainsto be seenif the merger of Zee— Sony gets delayed dueto
this devel opment.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) and
broadcasters have finally reached an agreement over the New
Tariff Order (NTO) 3.0, with the cable operatorsagreeing to sign
the fresh Reference Interconnection Offer (RIO) .The casein the
Kerala High Court will, however continue. The agreement has
come after AIDCF members, who moved the court to challenge
NTO 3.0, failed to get aninterimrelief.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

71F U st & BT T ST QAR g Fan AT 4
yalTd B [l @ 2w & @l BT BT 76T & /39 ard &
gg9fd GO ETEl § AT Udh WA @l TErEar 7 @, [ ger
ST ZTHAR HATA & FAAT B A& B G [T A T & A
Fwaar foforee aaiearl # f[Aard & & 3z b 2 |

Tl HaT IT9T AT Fifd, f&GHFH, 227 TaEar 7 327
JrET % FAGRHIT Jo T &) 98 Teaye E 5 e &
AT AT T @ ferq Fifer ST fafE AT e ar @t &

T W T e & il 98 5 & AT awiaar &
qRAT &7 F I Gritaal @ Ard BT & 37 39 f[ued & fog
BT, TATAAE ST TAZHAT G T AGedEH GRadHl B g2
AT 2 | T ARAY & FliE T8 32 ATEl B forg qEaqor
Y TaT BT T 2 |

TG ST AT T (TFHATEET) o v graar FHame
@I 9% AT U [FaMaE 9uTel B [@aa &7 97 e diad
7 @ foT7 BeT & |

I R 7T %9 UHTT GART & JHd 4 2

famsetr 7% % FAT T AR WA T 2011 % RIMHAET % dad
THGT % T avo @l it 7 el afid o B 4 -areer e
0% a1 9d9T % (TT3AIETE) 7 [ofd & 82 afed 35T 97 T
@ st ard o |3 W 7 15 A w6 JE TR asad
S7afe @ A AT TF d@H B AEIRIT % g o sEpEre e o

21E 7 fusd S § OEitTaeE 3 EEr sieied wie sfEar
(TATHIATE ) & GffHIEET & A1 32 @i &l | QARG % qfrerar
AT 5292 7 QWO 24T RAlaT @ SaeErar o4 Jg1 &l 32T 41 |

FIFT BT T AU fFgAT (TTAgaaer) T A1 gereTie
GeruTEa fifies (F2330m) @l 24 BTEA F SART TET T B
ST AT T GereTie H9H & ard fRarar wrearEt 9F & &
SR 97 T T & | ST ArEsT 1 Hl & gay [e9d g
TIGHT @I FT(EHT 97 35435 b @l AT AT fHar 3T FaT & 29

77 faar G 79 7 g3 & T H=A1 T TR d7 7 aH qF
dlel 7 7 U% § 423307 7 Fea? ¥ Geredde (AMT) & A e
& B @2 759 H & | T8 &3 A adl & & #7139 [ &
BT A-THT & faerg § &7 &t 2

e sfzar fBfea @aa Bsioa (THESHTE) T 9E
PR 77 2R% 9T (TII3T) 3.0 W UF FHE 9 g T
g, 39 et I T 7T FTFAR AH (ATAEIAT) AET 9T
EFIET & % [ 7eqT & T B | &, HieT G I ey
TR T T | QT 3.0 F Il a7 & [1g s@rad &1 w79
HTH aTd USTESIHIUE & T8 &l 3dRT T&d &l [T @ aig I8
FHHAIAT ZT & |

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

7 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2023



The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

DISNEY MULLS $5.5 BILLION COST
CUTTING

Disney is resorting to massive job layoff and
will cut its manpower by 7000 jobs.

Bob Iger. Disney CEO informed moving forward
the creative teamswill determine what
content they are making, how it is
distributed and monetized and how it
gets marketed. Managing costs,
maximizing revenue and driving
growth from the content being
produced will be their responsibility,
he said.

Ilger noted that the
reorganization will include three core business
segments - Disney entertainment, ESPN, and Disney
Parks experiences and products.

Alan Bergman and Dana Walden will be co-
chairman of Disney entertainment, which will include
the company'sfull portfolio of entertainment mediaand
content businesses globally, including streaming.

Jimmy Petoro will continueto serve as Chairman
of ESPN, which will include ESPN networks, ESPN Plus
and international sports channels.

Josh D’ Amaro will continue to be chairman of
Disney Parks experiences and products, which will
include theme parks, resort destinations and the cruise
line, aswell as Disney's consumer products, games and
publishing businesses.

UDAY SHANKAR’S NEWS VENTURE

Mediaveteran Uday Shankar officially launched
Upendrra Rai’s highly anticipated national Hindi news
channel Bharat Express

Uday Shankar, said, “1 wish Upendrraall the best
at the launch of his mediaventure and congratul ate the
entire team of Bharat Express at a successful launch.
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Having known Upendrrafor so many years, | am assured
that Bharat Express will demonstrate paramount
journalistic ethics when
seeking and delivering
news’

Upendrra Rai
commented, “Mr Uday
Shankar has continued to
inspire me through years
and | am privileged to
have him officially launch
Bharat Expresstoday. The
channel will continue to
reflect our core ethos of
Satya, Sahas and
Samarpan in the pursuit of Bold and Direct Journalism.
Given the quickly changing market dynamics, Bharat
Express is well-equipped to deliver relevant news
content to the evolving discerning news viewer”

Bharat Express will have a pan-India presence
and is available across all major DTH and Cable
Networks, namely, TataPlay —535, Dish TV —671, D2H
—753andAirtel DTH.

SATELLITE TUNER IN TV SETS

A new breakthrough is expected in the future
TV setswhich will soon be built in with satellite tuners,
according to Information and
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Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur.
With the new tuner installed, TV setswill
have no need for a separate set-top box
and can give viewers access to more than
200 channels.

Thakur also noted that no decision
has been taken on the matter. Last
December, the minister wrote to
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200 # (Y& Il q% Ugd UEN &7
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Electronics and Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to instruct
TV manufacturers to adopt the standards dictated by
the Bureau of Industrial Standardsfor built-in satellite
tuners.

Thetunerswould help receive free-to-air tv and
radio channels with a help of a small antenna at a
vantage like rooftops.

ANURAG THAKUR
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DISH TV INVESTORS SEEKS ACTION

Dish TV has seen its investors seeking action

and have approached Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman to take regulatory action against the
company for ignoring their requests
for calling an extraordinary general

meeting (EGM). e
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The investors have also - /
alleged that the corporate affairs IS V BN AT & T ST 5GBS

ministry and Sebi have refused to take
action.

A reply has sought from the MIB under the RTI
Act asit why it had failed to approve the appointment
of directors proposed by the largest shareholder.

In February 2021, the company's board had
granted in-principle approval to explore and initiate
the process of fund-raising through permissible modes
and issue of permissible securities.

DD FREE DISH AUCTION

Prasar Bharati has invited applications for
allotment of vacant MPEG-2 slots of DD Free Dish
DTH platform. The slots are being allotted for aperiod
of oneyear, fromApril 1, 2023to March
31, 2024.

The online e-auction will be
tentatively held from March 13, 2023
onwards.

The reserve price for GECs is
the same aslast time, Rs 15 crore.

The e-auction will conducted in
accordance with e-auction
methodology for allotment of DD free
Dish slotsto private channels, notified
by Prasar Bharati on January 27, 2023.

Only satellite channelslicensed by the Ministry
of 1&B would be allowed to participatein the e-auction.
Only companies holding valid permission from
Ministry of 1&B can apply for participation in
e-auction for allocation of DD Free Dish slot.

International Public Broadcasters licensed by
the Ministry of | & B can participate in e-auction.
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SHOBHNA YADAYV STAYS AT ABP

ABP’s senior anchor ShobhnaYadav is staying
at ABPamidst reports of her quitting. ABPNews
Network senior management has convinced her
to stay back at ABP News Network.

ABP’'s CEO Avinash Pandey and Kavita
Dasan, Chief People Officer at ABPNewshad a
long meeting with Yadav, post which she
dedicated to staying back at the network.

Over the past few months, News TV has
witnessed a number of people's movements,
especially of the senior journalists and anchors
and when Yadav’s name came up it created quite
astir in media circles as she has been the face
of the channel for along time.

NDTV ON TRACK WITH PROFITS

NDTYV hasclocked aprofit of Rs4.6 crorein Q3
on standalone basis against Rs 17.3 crore in the same
quarter last year. For NDTV Group, the profit is Rs
12.9 crore, lower in comparison to the same quarter
last year when it was Rs 27.6 crore. The decline is
primarily due to reduction in
consumption of advertisement
inventory across news genres, the
company’s financial statement
read.

The group in its press release
said that it's declaring its second most profitable year to
date (YTD) resultsin over adecade. For Q3 aswell, the
NDTV Group remainsprofitable.

Thegroup’sdigital arm, NDTV Convergence, has
delivered its best-ever revenue for Q3 with a profit of Rs
13.3crore. Y TD revenuesare up by 22% over last year.

Thisisthe 13th consecutive profitable quarter
for the NDTV Group, company said in the press
release.m
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NETFLIX RULES OUT AD SERVICE IN
INDIA FOR 2023

Co-Chief Executive Officer Ted Sarandos, Netflix
has ruled out advertising based servicesin Indiain 2023.
Netflix saw a25% risein revenue and a
30% increase in engagement and watch
time

He further said that the Indian
market witnessed the fastest growth in
2022 and the country’s paid subscription
in numberswasthe highest in theworld.

Sarandossaid, “ Sofar, only 12 markets haverolled
out advertising-driven model along with the existing
subscription format.

Sarandos said there will be acontinued investment
pushintheIndian market and it will receivealarger share
of theplatform’s$17 billion budget.

OTTPLAY PREMIUM OFFER

OTTplay Premium, the Al-powered OTT
recommendation and content discovery platform, has
grown from 12 to 15 OTT with the inclusion of three
additional platforms: Playflix,

Dollywood Play, and PTC Play.

The OTTplay premium
recommendation  engine
monitors and analyses user
activity on the platform, then
displays tailored suggestions
based on user preferences.

OTTplay Premium has
collaborated with OTT service
providers to offer consumers
with bundled packages.

Avinash Mudaliar, Co-Founder and CEO —
OTTplay, said, “Since our inception, we are the front
runnersin offering best of digital OTT content. With the
new partnership with Playflix, Dollywood Play, and PTC
Play, we are determined to touch new entertainment
milestones. Thisintriguing offering is intended to make
OTTplay Premium consumer friendly by recommending
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our viewers with a new range of entertainment
applications.”

MX PLAYER LOOKS FOR BUYERS

MX Player isup for sale as per reports. Amazon,
Zee and Sony have shown their interest in acquiring the
Times Internet-owned OTT app

Amazon PrimeVideo, Sony and Zee arereportedly
intalkswith Times Internet to acquire M X Player.

According to reports,
deliberations are currently underway
and the terms of the deal areyet to be
finalised. While the discussion isin
progress, reports suggest that
Amazon's offer may not materialise
into adeal.

Times|Internet acquired M X Player in 2018 for $140
million. MX Player launched asavideo player on July 18,
2011. Laterin2019, it pivotedtoan OTT streaming platform,
catering primarily to the Indian audience.

MX Player was also one of the earliest video apps
to expand into the short video format by launching MX
Takatak, which eventually merged with ShareChat’s short
video offering Moj in adeal worth $900 million.

ALT BALAJI NEW BRAND NAME - ALTT

Alt Balgi new brand name — Altt.The company
stated that the change in logo is part of its broader
rebranding strategy, which aimsto align itsimagewithiits
core values and mission.

Altt has announced the appointment of a
new Chief Business Officer Vivek Koka. He
comeswith over 20 years of experience.

Kokasaid, “ Altt hasbeen apioneer inthe
Indian OTT space and has entertained audiences
across the country. With success and adulation
comes the responsibility of staying true to the
consumers' expectations. Keeping in line with
the same thought, Altt embarks on an exciting journey
withitsidentity backed by equally engaging content. It is
agreat timefor meto be associated with the brand and to
be apart of thisjourney.” B
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CONVERGENCE POLICY

BROADCAST,
TELECOM & CABLE
CONVERGENCE

The convergence amidst the broadcast, telecom
and cable sectors has drawn up its unique set of
challenges. To address this - The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has issued
a consultation paper on ‘Regulating Converged
Digital Technologies and Services -Enabling
Convergence of Carriage of Broadcasting and
Telecommunication services

THE (DRAFT) INDIAN
TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022

Recently on 21st September 2022, DoT hasreleased

the Draft Indian Telecommunications
2022 Bill for public consultation to
develop amodern and future-ready legal
framework in telecommunication.
Though the draft bill isstill initsinitial
phases and the text/content of the hill
may undergo several changes, the key
provisionsof thebill that may be of some
significance to convergence have been
discussed here.

Thedraft Bill isan attempt by the DoT to consolidate
various legislations presently governing the
telecommunication landscape in India, i.e., the Bill
consolidates three separate acts which currently govern
the telecommunication sector — the Indian Telegraph Act,
1885, Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933, and The
Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Protection) Act, 1950. Another
key reason for bringing into force a new regulatory
framework is to bring the law at par with technological
advancements and remove obsolete provisions from the
colonial eralawsit seeksto replace. The goal isto update
the extant regulatory framework in keeping with the
advancements and challenges in the sector. The Bill
empowers the central government to govern three key
aspects of telecom:

i) telecommunication services and networks.
i) telecommunication equipment and infrastructure; and
iii) Spectrum, including its assignment.
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CONVERGENCE POLICY

A. LICENSING, REGISTRATION, AND

AUTHORIZATION

Under the Bill, four types of permissions are
identified - license, registration, authorization, and
assignment (only for spectrum). While the Bill does not
differentiate between the four types of permissions, it
clarifies that a license is only required for providing
telecommuni cation services or operating telecommunication
networks. Registration must be obtained for establishing
telecommunication infrastructure and an authorization is
essential for the possession of wireless equipment.
Assignment only appliesto spectrum. The Bill also reasons
that for specific cases such as establishing
telecommunicationinfrastructure, aregistration requirement
has been introduced to simplify the process of setting it up.
To ensure policy continuity, the Bill clarifies that entities
licensed under the previous license conditions will be
allowed to operate under their erstwhile licenses until
migration.

B. OTTCOMMUNICATION/BROADCASTING
SERVICES REGULATION

TheOTT Communication servicesoffer voice, video,
and messaging services, that are substitutable with similar
services offered by licensed TSPs. The TSPs bear the costs
for the infrastructure, spectrum management and pay
license fees for use of spectrum. At the same time, they
need to meet Universal Services Obligations and roll-out
obligations and comply with other
regulations. The counterpart OTT
service providers are presently not
mandated to adhere to any
regulatory obligations and do not
haveto bear any such costs. Further,

TSPs have argued that OTT

communication services are

grabbing their SMS and voice call

businessesand, therefore, should be

licensed just as they are. TSPs are

also required to maintain network QoS and comply with
Tariff framework and are also subjected to various
Government levies. As a counter argument, big tech firms
argue that the services provided by OTTsand TSPs are not
similar and should ideally be regulated under separate
frameworks—information technology lawsfor OTT services
and telecom laws for tel ecommunication services.

At present, while telecom companies need a
licence to offer services, OTT platforms do not. The
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CONVERGENCE POLICY

Bill’s intent in widening the definition of
'telecommunication services' to include OTT
communication/ broadcasting/messaging services may
be to bring these platforms under administrative and
regulatory oversight. The inclusion of such internet-
based communication platforms within the regulatory
ambit has been the demand of telecom, broadcasting/
OTT industries in many countries on plank of level-
playing field and is a contentious policy issue. In India
also, it is a long-standing demand of the
telecommunications industry on two key issues namely,
(a) level-playing field and (b) network expansion costs.

However, the definition of 'telecommunication
services', meaning any service provided through
telecommunication, i.e., transmission, emission, or
reception of any messages through wire, radio, optical
or other electro-magnetic systems is all encompassing,
and can potentially cover a wide range of digital
platforms. Thus, bringing OTT telecommunication
services and OTT platforms under the ambit of telecom
services may mean that they will be subject to the
regulatory regime as TSPs and would require alicence or
registration to offer OTT services.

C. INCLUSION OF BROADCASTING
SERVICES RELATED PROVISIONS
IN THE DRAFT INDIAN
TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022

The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022 has
incorporated certain provisions that are related to
broadcasting services. Inclusion of following provisions
can be said to be enablers for convergence of carriage of
Broadcasting and Telecommunication services:

i) Definitions: One of the themes that emerged after
examining the comments of the Consultation Paper is
the need for updating the nomenclature and
definitions of relevant termsin the telecommunication
legal framework.

€ The Bill introduces a broad definition of
‘telecommunication services’, which now
includes internet-based services, in-flight and
maritime  connectivity, interpersonal
communications services, machine to machine
communication services, and over-the-top (OTT)
based communication services that are made
available to users by telecommunication. Other
telecommunication services included in the
definition are:
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i. broadcasting,

ii. communication servicesincluding electronic
mail, voice mail, voice, video, data, audiotex
services, videotex services, fixed and mobile
services,

iii. internet and broadband services

iv. satellite-based communication services and
any other service notified by the central
government to be telecommunication
services.

The term telecommunication is also defined
as transmission,

emission, or

reception of any

message by wire,

radio, optical or

other  electro-

magnetic systems.

Messageisdefined

asany sign, signal,

writing, image,

sound, video, data

stream or information intended for telecom.

The ‘broadcasting services are defined as the
telecommunication services that are intended to
be received by the general public either directly
or indirectly. Further, the definition of wireless
equipment includes any wireless transmitter that
is capable of usefor broadcasting or emission of
wireless communication.

The term ‘license’ is defined as a license,
approval, authorization, permission by whatever
name called, granted under thisAct (the Bill) for
providing:

i. telecommunication services (including only
such broadcasting services as specified under
sub-clause (c) below);

ii. telecommunication network; and

iii. broadcasting servicesin Schedule 2 and any
other broadcasting servicesasmay benotified
by the Central Government as requiring a
license.
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CONVERGENCE POLICY

i. DirecttoHome(DTH) Services.
ii. Community Radio Stations.

iii. FM Radio Broadcasting Servicesthrough Private
Agencies.

iv. Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) Services.
v. Downlinking of Television Channels.
vi. Uplinking of Television Channels.

It is also mentioned that subject to the provisions
under the Section ‘ Power of Central Government to
amend Schedules’, the Central Government may alter
the above Schedule.

(Note: As the draft Telecom Bill is still under discussions
and is in public domain for consultation, it is pertinent to
note that the provisions mentioned in the bill may change
subsequently, and accordingly some observations may not

be applicable subsequent to changes in the draft bill)

LICENSING
SECTOR

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) is
the nodal ministry responsible for the issuance of all
broadcasting and cable services related licenses/
permissiong/registrations to broadcasters and distribution
platformi.e., DTH operators.

The broadcasting services, such as satellite - based
DTH and Cable TV Services, are not included in the scope
of authorizations under Unified License. Although, under
the scope of Access Service Authorization and Internet
Service Authorization, the licensee is permitted to provide
IPTV service, which is a broadcasting service. Thisisthe
only broadcasting service that is dealt under the telecom
license regime. Thelicensing regime in the telecom sector
has been discussed in detail in the preceding section.

Currently, MIB is granting license/permission/
registration for the provision of the following broadcasting
services:

IN BROADCASTING
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Table 1: Licenses/permissionsg/registrations related to

2EF 2.239HIUT 3T by Aot & Hefa

Broadcasting and Cableservices. mgﬁq/agqﬁ/q’;ﬁw
Operator Authorization | | |3TqReT L URICAEY
Uplinking and downlinking of 2 @I W/ﬁéﬁg—g G|
= GGV CIE UL ee s ) . Il & Al T AT ST | AR
of Teleports Permission — — -
Direct-to-Home (DTH) operators License ST (3R Srer lE
Headend-In-The Sky (HITS) operators | Permission e et (%_{q) ST e’ﬂqﬁ
Multi-system Operator (M SO) Registration Al e Sier (TAeEsh) GAIBTT
Local Cable Operator (LCO) Registration A T AT (T ) EElCTu|
Private FM broadcasters Permission EEiRura Rt AT
Community Radio Stations Permission AR 12T Ha AT

Uplinking and downlinking of TV channels

These are governed by the policy guidelines laid
down by MIB. Satellite TV channels are being granted
permissionsintwo categoriesviz. “Newsand Current Affairs
TV channels’ and “Non-News and Current Affairs TV
channels’. The permission process goes through various
departments and ministries after submission of the
applicationwith the prescribed processing fee, asapplicable
to MIB. The application processing requires checking of
eligibility of the applicant company by MIB, security
clearance from Home Ministry, satellite use clearance from
DoS, clearance from Department of Revenue (for
downlinking permission only), examination of net worth by
empaneled CAs, clearances from Wireless Planning and
Coordination Wing (WPC) and Network Operation and
Control Center (NOCC) (for frequency assignment).
Permission for teleportsis also granted by MIB under the
uplinking guidelinesissued by MIB. The processof granting
permission for setting up uplinking Hub/Teleportsis quite
similar to that of uplinking permission. Table 2 details out
the processing fees, minimum net-worth, bank guarantee,
annual renewal, permission fees and period of permission
for the uplinking/downlinking of TV channelsas prescribed
in the guidelines.
LicensetoDirecttoHome(DTH) operators

The Government had issued policy guidelines for
DTH broadcasting services in India on 15th March 2001.
Asof now, apart from DD Free Dish, which isafree-to-air
DTH service of Doordarshan, there are 4 private pay DTH
service providersin operationin the country. DTH services
make use of satellites and DTH operators are allowed to
use Ku band frequencies. DTH license is issued under
Section 4 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 by MIB after
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Table2: Applicablefeeson broadcaster Steleport operators

Broadcasters/ Processing|  Minimum Bank Annual Permission | Period of
Teleports Fee(inRs) [Net-worth Guarantee Renewal | Permission
(inRs) (inRs) Fees(in Rs) Fees
Uplinking| Newsand 10,000 per | 1TV Channel 2 cr per 2 lakhs per NIL 10 years
of TV Current Affairs| channel -20crs channel | channel per annum
channels Additional-5 crs
Non-newsand | 10,000 per | 1TV Channel 1 cr per 2 lakhs per NIL 10 years
Current Affairs| channel -5crs channel | channel per annum
Additional-2.5crs
Downlinking of TV 10,000 per | 19TV Channel NIL 5 lakhs per 10lakhs 10 years
channels channel -5crs channel per annum
Additional-2.5crs
Teleports 10,000 per | 1TV Channel 25 lakhs 2 lakhs per
teleport -3crs teleport per annum NIL 10 years
Additional-1 crs

clearancefrom different ministries/ departments. A detailed
writeup on DTH Guidelines and comparison of the Unified
License guidelines for telecommunication services and
Licenseguidelinesfor DTH serviceisprovidedin Annexure
Il.
PermissiontoHITSoperators

Policy guidelines for HITS operators have been
issued by MIB on 26th November 2009. The amendment to
the guidelines has been issued by MIB on 6th November
2020, through which MIB has also permitted sharing of
infrastructure by HITS operators. As of now, only one
service provider distributes TV channels using HITS
technology. HITS operations also use satellite-based
technology (uses both C and Ku band). The process for
obtaining permissionissimilar to that of DTH services.

Registration of MSOsand L COs

Cable TV isapopular platform for receiving TV
broadcasts. MSO receives programming services from
broadcasters and re-transmits the same either directly in
the form of primary subscribers or through one or more
local cable operators as secondary subscribers. The
signal isprovided by alocal cable operator (LCO) to the
consumer through a cable laid up to the TV set. As on
1st March 2021, there are around 1715 M SOs regi stered
with MIB and an estimated 1,40,000 cable operators
operational in the country. The Government enacted the
Cable Television Networks (Regul ation) Ordinance, 1994
on 29th September 1994 that set down rules for
registration of cable TV operators and introduced the

% 9T & & ded AN (a1 A & | Seed et @ uah
[ @7 3T AT HAT & oY U Uadigpd dEad e
ot @1 a1 AN 2ea Ha & forg @rgd feom Fea ar
Y 2 § Y oA T B |
foem sitwed &t srgaf

TAEAH A & oo Siferra fTom Mo 26
JEaT 2009 HT THAEET ZFT AT R T E | fRonfada §
HIME THAEAT BT 6 997 2020 I M 6T T, e
qeEW H AT T Bed W ENT gEEl gl &l AT
T %l AT 31 & | 31T T dhael U Hdl YaTdl Ta BT
Tabrich 1 TUATT @i 2dT dell @l [aard &7 7e1 & | f&ed
FaTe I HeaEe AT ddenl (A A7 &g 9 S @
TUGRT AT 2 ) T TN &I & | SR I 7 bl afhan
T A3 & T © |
TATES 3T TSN &1 Goiihion

&ae 21T, JATT YT &7 & foTT Ueh Al Tehe
T | UHUHST TR T dBRIET T 9T &Il € A a1 o1 JiY
T AHHEAT & W9 | A1 Udb 1 U F e T hael
AW & q2W F (iad FABRT] & =9 § G T
A1 & | UH WA &ad Siave? (Trisl) grT Sl 32 W
T T Faw & HIeA T IUWEAE B A 92 fohar
S E |1 AT 2021 T THIEAT & AT AT 1715 THUAST
UG & AT 3§ ST 1,540,000 Haw AT HF BT
T2 E|qer 9 29 RHAA 1994 B HAd elifae T2
(fafrem) sremear, 1994 @1 sfatERE e B daw
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Table3: Comparison of applicablefeestructureof the DPOs

MSO 1Lakh NIL NIL Positive, without NIL NIL 10yrs
quantification

LCO 500as NIL NIL NIL 500as NIL lyr

registration renewal fees
fees
DTH N.A. 10crores N.A. 5crsand after,an | 8% 0of AGR | As prescribed 20yrs
amount equal to (renewa
Licensefeefor -10years)
two quarters
HITS 1Lakh 10crores | 10crores 40 crores NIL As prescribed 10yrs

programming code & the advertisement code.
Subsequently this ordinance was converted into the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995
(hereinafter “Cable TV Act”) on 25th March 1995. Under
sub-section (1) of section 4 of the cable TV Act, for
operating a cable television network, a personisrequired
to register as a cable operator with the registering
authority. The head postmaster of the head Post office
of the local area has been notified as to the registering
authority for Local Cable Operator (LCO). With the
introduction of digital addressable system (DAS), the
Government has amended the Cable Television Networks
(CTN) Rules, 1994 by issuing Cable Television Networks
(Amendment) Rules, 2012 on 28th April 2012. Any
company or individual who intends to provide cable
television network services with DAS, it is mandatory
for them to register from MIB. In response, the TV
industry has witnessed the entry of huge Multi System
Operators (MSOs). For registration of M SO, applicants
arerequired to make an application to the MIB.

The various financial impositions on the existing
DPOsare summarized inthe Table 3.

FM Radio

FM licensing process is transparently administered
through auctions. For operating FM Radio stations, the
eligible entity hasto take part in the auction processfor FM
Radio Channels conducted by MIB. Only successful bidders
in the auction are granted permission by MIB subject to
fulfillment of termsand conditions.

21T A2 & YSlIT & fo1g (e iR e 3 arf
P AN =TI e WA Y |39% 918 39 AR B 25
T 1995 B Had Aliaad 1eda (fafem ) stafrm 1995
(@ % ‘Gaa S faftem’) § uRafda & fean o | daw
21T AAET T 97T 4 %l 3TN (1) & T&d dad Sl
Tea% % TAA & (o4, UF A Bl Gl T &
A FHad AT & =4 H Goligpd 81 AE9AF ¢ | =M &rr
& T T & UYM URART & A dad AT
(Teriial) & forg astienror WIfereor & =9 & sfemfad foea
™ ¥ | Rfed ughea Frew (3WeE) @ gEaE & A
TEHT 7 28 YA 2012 BN HAA Sl A2ad (FITEH )
fom, 2012 A &% Fad oo qeas (Fe ) faw
1994 § FAEH 61 & | W & A1 ATRT S dad Fa
e HIAT ARl & SIUUA & MY Sl dedd Jad, 3%
o TS 7 dofieBeor e S % | S §, S g
i fqoTet Aeet P vl (THOAE ) 9 9997 531 € | THUAa
% TSI & [o1Q 3R] 1 THATEAT Bl HATGET H7AT 2 |

et 3 97 A= focie SIrmae & 9 29a 3
i et fopar T T |
R IER ]

TWHUA ARHAT UfhaT 0 I & A1 J aedl =9 4
QI TaT ST & | Thad f=a =9Mi & Fari & g 9er
IS Bl THATEAT ST Ao UHUH 1=aT el bl Aerdl gihar
¥ RT T &I | AT 3 el e ATt bl A1 e S
Ielt @1 T 7 &, T THEEAT W A & Sl 2 |
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Table4: Licenses/permissiong/registrationsrelated to Broadcasting and Cable services

ServiceProvider

Permission required from Ministry/ Department beforeissue
of license/ registration by M1B

A Multi System Operators MHA for security clearance

B DTH Operators i. MHA for Security clearance

C HITS Operators ii. DoSfor Satelliteclearance

D Uplinking of TV channels/ Permission for iii. Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC
Setting up of Uplinking Hub / Teleports iv. Net worth examination by empaneled CA

E Downlinking of TV channels i. MHA for Security clearance

DoSfor Satellite clearance

Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC

Net worth examination by empaneled CA

DoR for examination of exclusive marketing and distribution
rightswith the owner of TV channelsin caseof TV channel
uplinked from abroad.

F Changein Name, Language, L ogo, format
of Television Channels

Before MIB grants permission, clearance required from WPC

G FM Radio Broadcasting and Community
Radio Station

Clearancerequired for Frequency authorization by WPC/ NOCC

Community Radio Sations

To encourage radio broadcasting for specific sections
of society the Government has allowed the setting up of
Community Radio Stations (CRS). They addressthe specific
information needs of far-flung and difficult areasliketribal,
hilly, and remote areas and populations having similar
interests like university campuses. Today there are more
than 290 operational CRS. Permission for setting up aCRS
is granted by MIB, whereas the frequency is assigned on
an administrative basis by WPC.

Further, processes for granting various licenses
undergoes through several other Ministries and
Departments (DoS/IMHA/WPC/NOCC) for necessary
clearances and approvals etc. These processes are detailed
asfollows:

It can be seen from the above Table 4 that nodal
wings of DoT like Wireless Planning and Coordination
(WPC) and Network Operation & Control Centre (NOCC)
do play integral rolesin granting clearances/licensesto the
different stakeholdersin the broadcast television sector of
India

CONVERGENCE TRENDS IN TELECOM AND
BROADCASTING SECTORS IN INDIA
In the cable industry, the offering of additional

gras d Rem

T & fafire ot & forg ifear g @1 genfed
F & (0 WEr 7 AEls e =er (Aeven) @
QAT 1 AN & B 1T W TS & AT I & o
feard, TIEl A7 T & aEl A favafdeeg aiE
S A Tl At SEndr i fafire gae stasaeanst w
T a7l & | 31T 290 7 3T FTferd AT & | A0
N 7 b1 AN THEET ERT &1 Sl © afe e
SEIMT B 99T e W e @1 A E |

& AT AEAEH G AT FJAEA A & g
% 311 WA A AT (10 /T /zeg i/ T
% Wrew A AT @IEHA o @l Ufdhar A ST 92l § |3
afchaTati @1 faavor Fr g 3 % |

TR a6 4 § ST AT AT § o T & A=A
feT ST ared Wi U HItEAde (SEEET) A7 2w
HEIE U @l He7 (THEMT) 9°d & T et
& H fafe Raumel & 4ol /A Ye & 4 st
et T 2 |
AR § qWEAR AR J9R0 &3 § Hasiq &

Fad TN § &ad Jeadh W SAHHl A7 dEas @l

25 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2023



CONVERGENCE POLICY

services of telephony and broadband on the cable network
is representative of convergence of telecom and
broadcasting sector. Many telecom service providers are
also bundling content and other value-added services like
IPTV, video streaming, video conferencing, music, security
services, etc. along with broadband services.

Most of the cable providers who have recently
entered the wireless space, and incumbent wireless players
are also eyeing the home broadband market, especially with
the onset of 5G. Many Local cable operatorsand | SPs have
tied up for providing broadband services and television
content on fiber to the consumers. In addition, the
convergence of broadcast services is provided through
Hybrid Set Top Boxes which allow users to view digital
cable programmes aswell asvideosfrom the
Internet or local | P network.

There are many new technology

choicesfor the consumers with the advent of
OTT, MobileTV, IPTV etc. Hybrid/IPTV Set-
top boxes (STBs) have replaced certain RF
STBs. Small Multi Service Operators (M SOs)/
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) may
upgrade their networks to converged hybrid
or IPTV networksand offer hybrid/IPTV STBs
at a subsidized cost to their subscribers.

Thereisanincreasing trend to provide broadcasting
servicesthrough IPTV by Multi- System Operators (M SOs)
as well asthe Internet Service providers (1SPs). Although
the license to operate as MSO and ISP are being given by
the respective ministries i.e. Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) and Department of
Telecommunications (DoT), however, as per their guidelines
all telecom licensees/ Multi-system Operators before
providing IPTV are required to submit a self-certified
declaration to MIB, DoT and TRAI giving details such as
license/ registration under which IPTV serviceis proposed,
the start date, the area being covered, and details of the
network infrastructure etc.. Inthelast one year around seven
multi-system operators have provided intimation to the
Ministry of Information and broadcasting (MIB) for
providing IPTV services, but they are yet to roll out the
services to their subscribers. There is a significant degree
of convergence already existing in the offering of the
services. Hence there is a need to align the corresponding
business processes i.e., with regard to the issuance of all
broadcasting and cable services related licenses/
permissions/registrations by various ministries to take full
advantage of convergence resulting in ease of doing
business. &

HTAReRT HaT3ti &l YTHaT STHAT AR GAR & & dralotd &l
afffer & | %% AR #ar et dizds Fansi & A AR
el o o 5 B 1 e 48 o o | o A G 0
IV, T, Jra Faei ot a1 O 9= & 7T % |
BT A ST e el § aved 2 § g9
o & AR ASeT A Raarsl 91 2M diEds W 9 T2R 80
¥, TWET 591 JEAT & MA | %S WEE dad Awe A
ST SUGEAR BT BIRa? U aegs Jdisl A7 i
AT Ya™ &7 & o0 A7 (0T 2 | 39 3TelTal, JAmoT Jarsi
B FHao BEMAT F2 29 a1 & AT T S Rl AT € o
THETEAS B 2fed daw N & WMI-AG Z2S A

I AR J2ad J A1 37 @l Al &l ¢ |
IS, HraTEd <idl, Al 31 & 3T
@ AT SYHIGATS & [o1T &g 4T ATl [

% | ZEfgE /AEderdl #2 2 At (Tt 7)
FE ANTE THSEl &l 95 (91 & | Jid qeel
AgA itved (Tiemsn) /fReiee™ wew
e (M3 ) 39 T2ash Hl Fraos BEas
AT AEUREN T2ad § AW H Ahd © AN
FYT AABEA B ACAS] ATl HAd 97
BES /AEULE THEET HHT &7 e & |
ool e el (TIOAs) & M- 32 e
QRT3 (SETAAT) EFT UL & AW A WAE Har 9E
% % 9gh a¢ TEI ¢ | Eiih TIOAs AN ST & w9 ¥
B B B AIZHA Falerd T AT T S0 TR Fed
(TEdr) A g R (272 & R A e %, B
% R-MET & ST A9 AR AR /A P
AN 2T SHrFAT A & a7 ARl 2 AN 2 @
AT /T % ded SEdedl Ha1 T €, Uew
ey, 597 farae e 3 g0 udh 9-IIiTd A1 W T a9
% | Ul U A H T A Aol PR Sidied | e
A B & & [0 a7 TR e (T @
A UEH @ &, ided I AT T 3T Teahl & [og Fard
9% Tl @1 € |HETHAT B GBI § TEd F BBl 8F dh Haa
e % | Zafers wafed et afens & Wiaa &
HANST F Fafad T /A [ A e & Aed ¥
T B P @ TS & URUTEET FaTE & 4 S
Bl & ||
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An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.

Hifsareie

T 1 T 4 Feaqof a2r3r
97 U% A Y
AT FMF FTGH
g2t HIf2T HIFT AT TLAIT /BITIRE BT T A9
ST 2 B A9 |

CABLE FAULTLINES
NEED REPAIR

The war between TRAI & LCO/MSO
community needs to address the root
cause of the imbroglio and come up

with a suitable remedy.

A. MSO/BROADCASTER TARIFF
WAR OPENS UP FAULT LINES
IN CABLE INDUSTRY

¢ The New Tariff Order: 3 was issued on
22.11.2022. It amended the New Tariff Order:2,
published in 2020, but it ran into asignificant legal
hurdle when Broadcastersfiled awrit in the Bombay
High Court, and the MSOsfiled awritinthe Kerala
High Court.

& The Broadcasters failed to
get substantial relief from the
Bombay High Court in 2021
and filed an appeal in the
Supreme Court in 2021, which
admitted the petition but
refused to stay the Tariff
Order. The MSOs did not get
much relief, and NTO: 2 was
partially implemented.

¢ In the Explanatory
Memorandum to NTO:3, TRAI claimed that every
consumer now gets 228 TV channels instead of
100 earlier inamaximum NCF of Rs. 130.

& TRAI states further that when Broadcasters
submitted their new Reference Interconnect
Offers, it was noticed that they had priced most
of their popular channels, including sports
channels, beyond Rs. 19 and offered them on an a
la carte basis.

HaA Dive @S Bl
TR Bl T8

Zi¥ S gerdian /oraast qqed & a9

g 1@ [darg @ 59 Tg9st & ol B

%l g & SR U@ I9gad UG @ Y
am S @ TeRd 8

T. TACHSY /98N @ RE @S ¥ dad

TET § ®iee @gd @i o

& 71 R® AR 3 FHT 22.11.2022 & AT fHaAT
T AT | 38 2020 F UHIT = 2R 39T 2 7 Hored
fopan, @bt 99 A 7 a9 o e § Re
ITierehl ST &l AT THUAST J &7d 3o Faad § Udh
{2 e foran A1 97 U Fewynl @ aren g T |

& UG 2021 ¥ I 3o A
T UAT TTed I | [T 78 3T 2021
§ gdm @ § o e @, L
Iiferht a1 b &7 [T, Wichd 2%
MEIT 9T TH @ o ZHT HY
& | THUEs @1 el TEd e e
AR TS 2 H 3ifE wT A @R
fopa T |
& TSNS & ATATHG 9
215 a1 (o6 o Uedeh SUHTeRT bl 319 130590 &
TR dT TTHT® § 100 & IT 228 SiEl I
e |
& 2T 3T dhedl @ (o 7 YA 7 319 79 Thy 3o ae
QA I (69, A1 98 S T i IR T I
AR AU BT AHYT Tl Dl BT 1959 T
Alers AT AT AT T TS ST 9 U9 oA
oqr |
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¢ This led to representations from Distribution

Platform Operators (M SOS)/L CO Associations and
Consumer Organisations. They pointed out
varioustechnical difficultiesin SMS systems and
felt that the revised RIOs would raise consumer
bills. They suggested a fresh Consultation for
smooth implementation and consumer
convenience.

TRAI statesit set up aCommittee
representing various service
providers, which met in December
2021. The Committee gave
numerous suggestions, leading to
anew Consultation paper in May
2022. After an Open House
discussion in September 2022,
the New Tariff Order wasissued
in November 2022.

Inthe New Tariff Order, after acomplete analysis
of rival contentions and data available with it,
TRAI decided to return to the Rs. 19 regime as per
NTO:1, stating that "balancing the interests of
service providers (Broadcasters and DPOs) and
consumers, the Authority decided that a ceiling
of Rs. 19 on the MRP of channels in a bouquet
will bein order. Thisisexpected to cause minimum
hassles to the consumers.”

Further, TRAI prescribed a maximum discount of
45% on the sum of alacarte channelsfor arriving
at bouquet prices.

The issue of additional discounts to DPOs by
Broadcasters will be dealt with by TRAI when the
I nterconnection Regulationsarereviewed. This
is pending.

All India Cable Federation (AIDCF) filed afresh
writ in the Kerala HC against the revised Tariff
Order. It failed to get an interim stay order, and
the new NTO:3 came into effect on February 1,
2023.

While hearings have continued inthe KeralaHC,
the Broadcasters stepped up the pressure by
issuing 48 hours' notice and resorting to mass
disconnection of all members of AIDCF who had
not signed new interconnection agreements with
members of the I ndian Broadcastersand Digital
Foundation. Significantly Siticable broke rank and
signed the new interconnection agreement.

& % FAO (A WEHH S (TS ) /T

FE ST TS Ao @ 3T # ufaffae fean
T | 378 UHUHUA el § fAfST deenl diosar
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A Al U AW &1 Ted (o, ot
Tow Redat 2021 ¥ T | AFNT 7 &2 g7
fezr, S 7% 2022 § T WEA AR
Zo7 | et 2022 § UF U9 ESH
gal & a1e dEax 2022 § w41 M
&S ST TR T |
o 2w smear § ufergdt faet v 2
U YA SRSl & YOT (9T & dE, 218 T s
1% AT 1959 & G 97 @ied &l BAar &I,
5 e T ¥ 6 Far gerarst (vAna S 2drer)
% R4l @1 Agford &1 37 ITHERAS % forg, qiferasTor
T BF [oraT 3 % g% 4 el & QHIATHT 97 19 5
P AT F4 7 XA | 3 SUGIFAA F F F FH A
& @ gET 21
IS A, 215 1 G Dl DA T IgaH & [ Tl
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z |
e Rl @1 wien & w9 wEnE g2
i3 &1 e B2 39 & g W 215 g foaw foan
S | 9% @i % |
et 3 e BStee (THESHITH) 7 AT
NG ART 7 FIATE HW IoI @ § UF T4
[Z 2RF @0 |98 Ud 3aid =0 AR U & H
frmer 721 ST TIT TSN 8, 1 WiEd 2023 A
THTET &1 T |
Fafs @ I AT § JAAE A T, TIH A
48 ©S T HIleH AT Fd AT TINSSHITE & A
A qSHT & AMfeh [SFhTd &l HeN ad? 2a1d agl
fea, =i §fea disared ai Rived wesym
@ WEHl @& WY T TBIEE TN U e Tl
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For the first timein many years, Al DCF targeted
TRAI stating that it was in a 'tearing hurry' to
implement NT O:3 without having an idea of the
priceincrease being hoisted on consumers. AIDCF
alleged that once the "increased rates are passed
on to subscribers, the subscriber base will shrink
in anirreversible manner causing grave damage
to the cable sector, the consumers and the
Petitioners."

Even so, the Kerala High Court did not pass an
interim order and decided to hear the various
partiesdaily.

Finally, on February 24, 2023, it appears signals
were restored based on undisclosed discussions
between IBDF and AICDF.

At the hearing on February 24, 2023, the Kerala
High Court gave one week'stimeto AIDCF to file
arejoinder to the IDBF Counter/ TRAI and fixed
the next hearing date to March 3 2023.

Curiously, even though signals were resumed on
February 24, 2023, it did not make any difference
to the continuation of the Court case.

COMMENT
& This writer recalls that selective disconnections

wer e standard ar m-twi sting tacticstwo decades ago
when MSO/Broadcaster contractual disputes were
frequent. MSOs used to rush to the jurisdictional
High Court for relief.

Sill, ultimately, the appointment of TRAI as the
Broadcast and Cable Regulator in January 2004
led to a fairer Interconnection Regulation regime,
with the Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal often stepping in to provide quick relief to
the DPOS/MSOs.

Right from the first set of Interconnection
Regulations issued in 2004, the ability of
Broadcastersto switch off DPO signalsat will came
under many restrictions. Though all these
Interconnection Regulations were fiercely fought
in High Courts, Broadcasters ultimately fell inline,
ensuring that mass disconnections were rarely
resorted to until February 2023.

So, what has gone wrong? This writer vividly
remembers that when the new Digital Addressable
Era dawned in April-June 2012, TRAI took the
initiative along with MIB to set up implementation

% Ui § Ul AV, TIHIESHITE 1 218 & I Had U
T A7 o6 T8 SUHEs W e gis @l a2
AN & foar & foT QAeIsl 8 &1 @] &3 & forg agd
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task forces which ultimately eased inter and intra-
service provider tensions. India can take pride in
being fully digital and addressablein cable services.
Thistime there hasbeen noinitiative either by TRAI
or MIB.

Clearly, AIDCF (representing large MSOs) felt that
the Regulator had given the Broadcasters an upper
hand in NTO:3, and the concerns expressed by
AIDCF had been ignored. Bitterly attacking TRAI
must have led to a stiffening of TRAI's desire to get
the NTO:3 quickly implemented, which is
understandable. MIB's silence is intriguing.

What is of deep concern to this writer is the large
gap in the reaction of the Last Mile Operator, who
directly supply cable signals to 98% of the 75-80
million cable base and the Multi System Operator.

Perhaps AIDCF did not take its LMOs into
confidence before going to Kerala High Court. A
press release by the powerful Maharashtra Cable
Operators Federation on February 23, 2023,
accused MSO of "double standards", claiming
MSOs "forced NTO: 1" on the LMOs and turned PAT
positive at the cost of LMOs whose revenue streams
have dwindled.

MCOF pointed out that DTH operators and
Independent MSOs had already signed the NTO: 3
new interconnection agreements, so why had
AIDCEF not followed suit? The Press Rel ease tends
to imply that the Kerala petition aimed to increase
MSO revenues. At the same time, MCOF claimed,
LMOs and Consumers were being "used as
pawns".

S0, the fault lines in the Cable Industry, which had
been gradually smoothened, are again out in the
open. This can only delight Broadcasters and
powerful DTH operators.

Some observers claim that the current battle is a
proxy between Star Disney on behalf of Broadcasters
and Reliance Cable on behalf of MSOs. This writer
finds such claims outlandish, at least for the time
being.

Thiswriter has often pointed out the galloping rise
of OTT platformsandtherise of Free Dish. Bothare
flourishing and will take away large chunks of the
|legacy market. Thelatest paid OTT baseis estimated
at 130.20 million as per Ormax Media, and Free
Dish viewers have jumped to 45 million.
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ST TASEAT ERT FE TET TR B T B |
a2 ®Y A, QHESAICE (T2 TIQHSAT F Gl
F Q) 7 FEFH [T (@ Hara T TRl F G
3 7 ged & It 37 TSI ZRT e [drsi @
FATIIETA BT 4T 4T 94T | 218 97 A1 &5T T3
3 BT TTeET I 1 B B 21 B 35T I T&T H [,
ST 7 ST & 215 @7 Uit GieT &

2 @G% @ [o7Q TEI AT e dgd Al at
gfdifaar § a7 377 & 31 75-80 MfeiaT @ae a7 37
gl firey srqiet & 98% @I A1 @A AT @i
rgfef BT &

IFE THESHITE 4 B7d = FEmd JH 4 98
379 TATHST @I TH 7 T [ | 23 WEdT 2023 B
IFAITAT FETTSE Bae q7eH BSIIH ENT Ud 97
ferifey & Ta@asir 97 ‘G1e? qal @ AT GEr AT
I gTET 69T T [ TR § s 9T T2is
1 @ TAG7 [T AT GATTAT B BT T GG B
TBTTHE &7 [T, [T T g &7 & T4 & |
T3S 7 G @6 SI210a 392t 7 e a7t
T UBd & TASI3I-3 32T THHAIT 9T EET HT
T &, mEEies T sqe e a4 Tél fBar? gq
ferzife @7 37ef 97 2 fa6 7T @l Fnferar SE9T THTEST
% T T ghg T & | SH T, TGN T arE
faar & gawms v suviedsi & ‘@rel & &9 4
STl [T @ 7ET ol

3AleT BaeT TEIT § Biee @i, ST i7-¢i7 ia & T
ol, [T & o7 Tl & |98 %A GARE ST It
ST AT B G BT TAHT &

FB GHErHl HT ETT & [ TGET AT TARS] Bl 3T
- 3T GAUAE @ 37 Raad & & giar
& 139 @7 B FH 4 B F T99 % [7q OF a1 99
T & |

37 % 7 T I WEHAl & dofl 4 d@d T BT
f2s1 & 339 @1 3T 39T 57 & | GF BT BT 7@ & ST
U9 AT & q2T BT S T | S A= &
A T USRI 99 % A 130.20 AT
g 7 BT 39T & asfal @1 7T 45 [feraT & T E
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& <o far, cord-cutting has been less than 5 per cent.

B.

This will increase unless wars with Broadcasters
end and peace with Last Mile Operatorsisachieved.
Let's hope for better times.

To conclude, Cable | ndustry must close ranks and
solve its internal contradictions.

ZEE/SONY MERGER GETS
FRESH SETBACK/SITICABLE
ADMITTED TO INSOLVENCY

ZEE INSOLVENCY

*

The Zee/Sony merger process started in late 2021,
whereby on completion of all approvals, Sony will own
a 50.86% stake in the merged entity, while the
promoters of Zee will own a 03.99% stake. Public
shareholdersin Zee will hold the remaining 45.15%
of the merged company.

By early
February 2023,
the proposed
merger  was
approved by
SEBI/Stock
Exchanges, the
Competition
Commission of
India and other
government
authorities.

Some creditor challengeswere pending in the National
Company Law Tribunal in Mumbai, which was not
taken too seriously because Zee lawyers had been
arguinginthe Tribunal that all pending liabilitieswould
be paid off by the merged company, which, in combined
form, would have sufficient liquidity.

So, when the NCLT passed an order on February 22
2023, infavour of Indusind Bank appointing an Interim
Resolution Professional, the news shocked the entire
industry and the stock exchanges. The amount dueto
Indusind Bank is around Rs. 92 crores. That is not
such alarge sum which cannot be paid off.

ZeeM D Mr Punit Goenkaimmediately filed an appeal

to the National Company Appellate Tribunal, which,
by a short order on February 24 2023, stayed the

& 3T TH BIE BT 5% 7 4 9 78T & | I8 a9 d% a@T
TG T TATH & AT JE T TEI &l AT AT A
156 AT & AT I &1 & AT | 35T Tt T
&I 3T B |

o @Y R@r & fog, @97 ErT &t o Y@
#l &7 FHT qIRY |

. Si/ar e & T e /R
Had A RenferamT =fer e

st fenferzma=

o St /ar foem gfean 2021 % i F gF & o, L
A il & T W W, Ml & 9 @ ol T
IHE T 50.86% REEH 26T, Adih W & YHIZH &
U 03.99% EEEIT E6T IS § AN JaTETw
@ U e & T R F 9T 45.15% fRE 2 |

. wEil 2023

@I JEAC H e

faerer @1 At /2w

SONY EEEreey

nErwor ks RIECERG
Fl il G § g
TETT T AT @it
i, B aga TR # T8 o wn an @i S &
T (S § ddb & 7€ o o [aerd &1 741 ol 31
HaT ® F FH! Gotl 2 |
& MU, J9 THIUAS T 22 WEd 2023 & ES
% @ UH AANH FAEH YT FEad w1 & 94§
AT qRT fohan @ 39 mar 7 @ M AT =iE
Tl @l STHET &7 77 (30T | 232932 9 ol aehr
7T T 92 FAS T ¢ | TE I q31 TEHH el ©
T g/ 7 1 9% |
o S & @El &t QA MEEH T I T B
YA M § U 39| ST &, o7 24
WAl 2023 BT UF BIE ST § AT T g9Ey
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NCLT Order appointing an Interim Resolution
Professional and fixed March 29 2023, to hear the
counsel for Indusind Bank. The Court directed that
"List for final disposal on March 29, 2023. Till that
date, the order dated February 22 is stayed".

COMMENT

*

It is surprising that Zee, which needs the merger
with Sony to survive, took the long pending NCLT
creditor petitions lightly.

The final order allowing the merger is listed for
hearing in the Mumbai Bench of NCLT on March
9, 2023. This will most likely be postponed until
the NCLAT hears the Zee appeal on March 29,
2023.

All these legal complications will undoubtedly
delay the merger process by three to six months.
While Zee Telefilms' merger with Sony is expected to
create a powerful competitor to Disney Sar.

SITI CABLE LIQUIDATION

e @7 gl THIOEe] & A W I @ & A
ITHES 9% & i & T & [0 20 AE 2023 T
fopar l@re T fEar fean T ‘29 4 2028 @ sifow
fawaror & forg g4t & @ | 39 A a@ 22 ekt &
SRS 97 i @A A 8

feoquiy

& TE 9TdaH & [ o, [ Fifad 784 & g qr &
TTY [ @ AT 2, 7 dd THT 7 dAfdd TIATeTT
AT ATfIHIT &b T foraT |

& [I7F @ AT & I Sl e 9 41 2023 B
QTHGeSl @1 §a5 39 4 JAa1E % forg @fad & | Qe
ST 23 7T 2023 @1 I BT 34T 97 G473 &4 % 34
AT fbd A B FH9TET 2 |

& 37 74T BT a7 [HsaaE e atwar § 9 4
B TEH @I &I &7 | Fald qEr & A A ST
@ [ 7 Bl =217 % feq e Sifaaner gfaari a9
#r 3T |

e feenferama=

¢ The focus of industry and analysts & O ST AT RYeuE & S e o
has always been on Zee. The woes 3 e -
of Siticable have relatively gone W'W% & i b 31‘3[ o =
unnoticed. Siticable is a pioneer / et faan T | T e o 1994 7 7.65 fafera
MSO set up in June 1994 with 7.65 Medhl & AT 10T Teb 3T THUASAT € | 39a
million subscribers. It has steadily Z | T AT T @ 3T Fdr e AT 24 SEh
gone downhill; The listed share 3 P 5
price fell to Rs. 1.25 on February 24, 2028 F1 T [AEE T A )
2023. 1.25 99 7 |

¢ The NCLT also passed a similar HETWORKS & TTHUAS 7 3378 O &l 148.83 HUS
order against Siticable for U % g T & e RS A 3 Faes
outstanding dues of Rs. 148.83 crores to o1 qf? . = A
Indusind Bank. Here too, an Interim Resolution T T 1 A T 2 | 7t o R ERCH
Professional has been appointed. gt feparr T/ % |

COMMENT fewttra

& Theinsolvency of Siticable is a sad devel opment & [ %am #1 Rarr #ad FEFT % MY 0% gEe
for the MSO Industry, which is seeing difficult gSHIHH & Fﬁ'ﬂﬁaﬂ' g7 T T 7@l 212019 7 A
days. Many MSOs, despite favourable Tariff B SR Gt seaaT R 3 e -
Orders and Interconnection Regulations in force . ¢
from 2019, are not doing well. Thisis especially PGS ST TEd :’E: G 3@'?@3 fa =7 7
so for legacy MSOs who have not seized upon the 9 quaﬁ # ferg & fo< gi=ds & ST Bl
broadband opportunity and have surrendered it BT TEI ST & ST 34 57T g GAved ST gran

€
to telecom companies like Jio and Airtel. FIIN B G1g fear 2/
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& Many of the 1748 licensed MSOs have not & 1748 TIEHASJET AT 7 7 %% 7 3THI T STo] Al
yet launched their services. Existing MSOs % TR B E I TS sierer /w2 % fog
are losing ground to OTT/Free Dish. It T 1 78 | 97 @I aEedl @1 ard 48l & b S
is no consolation that DTH, too, is losing o o T = T B

d. ‘ o oo
e - _ * U% 99T gay FAIa 100 FifeaT aa 7

& One key opportunity lies in the estimated gufsa 2t aar @1 @9 &1aR g€ AiseT a8
100 million homes lacking organised TV 3 5 P
service. I f thisfigureiscorrect, MSOs must move & al gagwet @t g a7 &
out of their metropolitan comfort zone and qET W EITI%Q ST g JET arett cffsar
capture ground in rural and semi-urban areas &I gisds Qaren @ gMfEa &d gg T
ensuring high-quality video and broadband 3 o E g @3 § SraT H &S @ BIAIT
services. & Tifeg |

C. CONVERGENCE IS INTHE AIR | ®Y. &g &l & &
¢ OnJanuary 30,2023, TRAI issued aConsultation | o 30 gl 2023 @ 2§ 4 Ush WMyl wr A7 foam,
Paper, which deals with whether existing laws are SR R A .
adequate for the convergence of broadcasting and A e Enﬁ A eferd (’r %ﬁ. SRS s £
telecommunication services carriage. & Faoi % g o F |
This Consultation has been |aunched, based on + g grel grEenr fawr gz (Sed)
tTV;IO references by(DtCh)('T' ) dDegdaééngi 0; 20.10.21 3 12.08.2022 % 3 HEHl & AGT
ecommunications at 10.21an . BT o qr R

12.08.2022, requesting TRAI to give & @Eﬁm T, R g W *
recommendations on AT o 1 ST fopan T T |

+ Amending the licensing regime to enable the & QAR 3T gTHAR HAAN & FAAT & BRA @
convergence of carriage of broadcasting and HEq & & (7T IR ST § AT T
telecommunication services (2021) and (2 021 ) 3

< Establish a unified policy framework and . .
spectrum management regime for the carriage & AT 3$77 grAar Fart 555%7}“ % [eTq 0% Qi
of broadcasting and telecommunication Hifq grar ot @AFgq gIaT Faear =nfid
services. (2021) FHT (2021)

< Restructuring of legal, . ‘ o i & 26
licensing, and regulatory A B 3?)?2 . A % A
frameworks for reaping & BT D W Bl T STt &
the benefits of the forg &g, @RI S A
C(f)nvberger&ce of carriagg gra @1 gTeT | (2022)
of broadcasting an . .
telecommunication .gzéi.qa ﬁ’aéa\” 2l Farsit &
services. (2022) qgg # i FrrTd, FamE i

« Revising regulatory AT TEGAT B T BG T FaIET
regimeregarding DTH and Cable TV services #7d g0 frame smaq &1 aanfya w7
holistically addressing all institutional, (2022)
regulatory, and legal aspects. (2022).

+ Interestingly enough, theMinistry of Information o @™ a/d 7e 3 % gar SN gar qae |
and Broadcasting expressed disquiet with the BN c e o
amended 2022 reference by DOT to TRAI dated St B a:s’ aﬁ 04.10.2022 3l Jeee
04.10.2022, stating: 2022 % AeY ¥ RIdr = & U el Z e
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< The convergence of technologies has already
happened greatly in the last decade. TRAI and
the Ministry have successfully handled all the
legal, policy and regulatory requirements
arising from such changes.

< Hence carriage policy and regulations for
broadcasting should remain with the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

< Regulation of content requires different skill
sets of creative and artistic persons than that
of technocrats or economists who can factor
in the impact of content on sensibilities,
morals, and society's value system. Hence
content policy and regulation should also
continue with MIB.

Allocation of broadcasting spectrum and
realignment should continue to be dealt with
by MIB.

Shifting licensing functions to DOT will not
serve any purpose but only disturb existing
practices.

& Despite such a strong comeback from MIB, the

parent ministry for the Broadcasting and Cable
Industry under Allocation of Business Rules 1961,
TRAI has issued a detailed Consultation Paper,
which isheavily weighted in favour of the Telecom
ServiceProviders.

The issues identified for Consultation are:

< |Isthereaneedfor a comprehensive/converged
legal framework (separate Comprehensive
Code) to deal with the convergence of carriage
of broadcasting and telecommunication
services?

< What should be the suggested alternative
licensing and administrative framework/

aaifeal &1 #=asia fuod z9% 4 9ed &
P & QA & 125 AT AT 7 04 akadar 4
I & it AT FrHI, AT ST FarE
HFAHATHAT BT AEATIAS T & |
zaforg gARYT & forg A< HAifa sftv fFaw
a1 I AR FATTT & 917 & &1 ey |
#eC & RT & T 2eime a1 srionfar @
T T A FAEE A A
PIIT G @ SATAHA &, AT FIGAA, Al
FAIT T @I G GO 9T A @ T B BB
& AT & | ZAferg QAR & A1 AT A G
fafaer «ft St & ARy |
+ JHRY WFgT T FEeT ST g fraic
TFTEST T FerEr @ A T @Ry |
+ @EEq FET B S d wEaRad &7 7
FI3 v QT TEl BT dfeds T8 FIET G B
qII BT |

TANEA] H 3ol Aigd ATl & dTae)E, MR aw

1961 & 3@ & dad TN &M & 0 qa F7e,

26 7 UF famd W S fE T, S e e

FHE TEAR FaT TErS &l A7 2 |

el & U gEE T e E

+ T JARY 3R GaR Qa1 & &a9q &
2R & fyed # g oz @ams /F=g
BT 1R (ST IR HIS) B HEITHAT
g7

< AT T AFYH @FERIT AT gAETE
grar /snfe e /earaar #r &t aiky it
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architecture/establishment that facilitates the
orderly growth of the telecom and
broadcasting sectors while handling
challenges posed by convergence?

< What steps must be taken to establish a unified
policy framework and spectrum management
regime for carriage broadcasting and
telecommunication services?

Some interesting observations in the Consultation
Paper clearly show TRAI's intentions. These
include:

< Different ministries are regulating different
aspects of online services. This impacts ease of
business "as the Industry is not clear asto who

Fd g7 I~ gt @ feed &
G grEarR ST gAY @31 & Farkgd
frara #t gferar garT #27

3T gaRY S AR qaret @ g @@
Q@i AT grar SN @WagT IGeT aedr
g #37 & g & a9 3erd S
qIfeg?

WY ¥ B e RuiE W =9 4 7% 3 3

feramel B | 37 omfer 22

RN £ e i B - M M s o el
P [AMHAMHT &7 76T & |98 T & AT B

K3
o3

will prepare quIfad #7ar & ‘FifE TErT
policies,  give a2 71 & fo Fiferrt 1 T
permissions and [
who will decide 77, ST ?"’77337
the regulatory v T BT T H
framework. w78 FEMEE T
+ This “impacts MINISTRY OF S ity 72 At
innovation as the INFORMATION & BROADCASTING P71 & it Tl dwHibal
response  time % 316 & forg ufdfwar 7
to exploit gedr & 139 9B, U% e
new technologies [eff~ram STaeeoT (AesT et
!;lcrea;’risbi;uh;jé & THEITAEF FY A g
HT |’

regulatory environment will negatively impact
the investment sentiment.”

< Many regulatory powers are with various
ministries, making governance convergence
all the more challenging"”.

< "Key considerations for developing a single
code/ Act may be by consolidating the laws
governing the provision of communication
services, development, establishment,
operation and expansion of communication
services, communication infrastructure and
networ ks and management of communication
resources and for matters connected or
incidental thereto.

< Having a fully converged regulator for the ICT
sector, which includes the data privacy and
cyber-security functions, would also help
increase the confidence of the international
investors and facilitate the faster rollout of the
digital services in the country."

o3

. @3 [HamEE Jfeaar fafy=r g e & a2
SIS, HAE B AT SEE A a9 T
gl

AAW AAAT & GELM, TAT FAHA F [GH,
ZIIH1, daraT AT e, qar ST 7
qJ2Ea® a T FATIAT H GAGT HIT AT
a1 grafiE qEEl & qiEaer @ FEaEd &
fazfia &7 & fog wz@gef faar & awd
gl

« SEHIE dF & g g aE 7 u@igd HarE
& 3, ford Zer TidEar 7 aEar g ae
grifErer &, SFarireZrer faerordlr @ fergerm
BT GG 3T 39T ¥ [2forea Farsi & a< 7 Tasise
P glarar qar &3 § o 758 frr )

X3

’0
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COMMENT

*

Ironically, this entire Consultation Paper has
been issued, ignoring the Draft Communication
Commission of India Bill 2001. This Bill
originated from the seminal Supreme Court
decision in the Cricket Association of Bengal
case of 1994, which held that airwaves are public
property and not the preserve of either the private
or government sector. An autonomous regulatory
body best manages them the Supreme Court ruled.

TRAI also refersto the Draft Telecommunication
Bill 2022 released in September 2022, which,
apart from overhauling telecom laws, plans to
bring in sectionsto regulate OTT communication
and broadcasting services regulation.

Amazingly, TRAI appears to have departed from
its neutral stance and seemsto be only espousing
the cause of DOT, which is going all out to make
the MIB non-est. It is well aware of the deep
concerns expressed by MIB.

Indeed, when such a vast gulf appears between
two ministries, both having vital functionsto play
in the digital economy, the PMO/Cabinet
Secretariat should settle the dispute between
DOT/MIB before further damage is done to the
interests of the Broadcasting and Cable Sector.

Of course, TRAI may be looking for a significant
overhaul of its powers, but it is doubtful that DOT
will give up its vast powers.

Further developments will have to be carefully
monitored in future columns by the broadcasting
and cable industry. =

feoqufy
o [A399 77 & & QU WA UF YRd & AR A4

ST [ 2001 @1 ST &7 §Q ST [T 7o
2T fA59% 1994 % [wde THIRGIT 3% T
AT 3§ FUIT FIE % Ao BT 7 I~ ZT &, o
T T &7 [ ‘g T A Fafq & A [ ar
TIHIT & B A7 & 787 & | Fated =T & o &
T &

215 2022 ¥ FHT 3192 AR faT 2022 &7 4T
&I 3T & Sl SHIH BT BT HAIGETTT & STeran
ST Far 37 TR HAr & A9 @l Raia
BT @ [1T T @ @I GIAT 91 78T 2
STTHATE B F UAT 9T & 7a7 2 & 218 379 d2wd
=T H &2 AT & G UAT T & [ @A ST @
gef & 78T & Sl THIEET @ W a9 @ o] &7
7Y G T TET & |98 QHSEEl BN SA2d @ Tt
TEAT Tt 7 st avE afew 2 |

qred § 79 &1 FATTE & dT 3T a2 313 f2ar adr
&, Gl & 9I [2foree srefearer § 2 & fog qe=gor
Pt it &, a1 s /Fae At & arsEiie
T FaT & & fodl F T JHAT GGad T B
I3t /T % dra faarE @I Josr ey |
91, 715 AT Il § FEEYUr qEra & AT &
78T 2, dlid T8 WeErHe 2 f& ST 9T Ao
gfaEr &l BIg & |

JART 37 @ad FEFT BT HiaS & B 4 ST &
faer @t AraEHIgE® AR BT E6fr )
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FM BROADCASTING REVISITED

FM radio broadcasting policy has been under scrutiny for
many years. Recently TRAI had a meeting with representatives
of Association of Radio Operators for India (AROI) where
AROI, had raised issues such as permitting private FM Radio
channels to broadcast independent news bulletins and
availability of FM radio receivers in mobile handsets.

Reservepricesand Successful Bid Pricesin Batch 1 auction for FM Radio Phase-111

S. | Nameof City Region | Category | Total No.of |No.of Channels Phaselll Phaselll
No Channéls | for Auctionin Reserveprice Successful
available Phaselll per channel Bid
(Highest bid in Amount
Phasell) (Rs.) (Rs)
1 |Ddhi North A+ 9 1 31,42,00,000 1,69,16,89,481
2 |Mumbai West A+ 9 2 35,20,01,004 1,22,81,31,349
3 |Bangaore South A 8 1 21,60,00,000 1,09,25,45,545
4 [ Ahmedabad West A 6 1 12,00,55,000 42,68,76,267
5 |Pune West A 6 2 14,00,55,000 42,03,50,268
6 |Jaipur North A 6 1 6,10,05,555 28,34,98,387
7 | Chandigarh North @ 4 2 15,61,00,590 19,04,72,374
8 |Hyderabad South A 8 4 18,00,00,000 18,00,00,000
9 |Patna East B 4 3 5,13,00,000 17,89,83,876
10 | Varanas North B 4 1 2,10,00,000 17,49,18,947
11 | Cochin South B 4 1 10,11,69,990 15,04,83,548
12 | Nask West @ 4 2 3,51,00,000 14,66,24,270
13 | Lucknow North A 6 3 14,00,55,000 14,00,55,000
14 | Jodhpur North C 4 1 1,27,00,000 11,44,39,124
15 | Kolhapur West @ 4 2 3,51,00,000 9,44,24,489
16 | Kanpur North A 6 3 8,00,55,000 8,00,55,000
17 | Nagpur West A 6 2 5,10,00,000 7,76,33411
18 | Bhubaneshwar East @ 4 1 79,00,000 7,40,13559
19 | Kozhikode South @ 4 2 7,02,00,100 7,02,00,100
20 | Madurai South B 4 1 6,30,00,000 6,49,08,963
21 | Aurangabad West @ 4 2 2,99,00,000 6,23,39,493
2 | Rajkot West B 4 1 3,51,00,000 6,08,08,376
23 | Amritsar North B 4 1 3,00,00,000 6,03,97,038
24 | Guwahati East @ 4 1 37,80,090 411,111,343
25 | Allahabad North B 4 2 2,10,00,000 4,08,77,024
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S. | Nameof City Region Category | Total No.of [No.of Channels Phaselll Phaselll
No Channels | for Auctionin Reserveprice Successful
available Phaselll per channel Bid
(Highest bidin Amount
Phasell) (Rs) (Rs)
26 | Surat West A 6 2 3,60,00,000 3,60,00,000
27 |Agra North B 4 2 2,56,00,050 2,56,00,050
28 | Patida North (@ 4 1 1,10,00,000 1,64,93,619
29 | Jamshedpur East B 4 1 1,21,50,990 1,26,44,366
30 | Udaipur North € 4 1 1,01,07,000 1,05,17,476
3l [Karna North D 3 1 90,00,000 1,04,18,625
3 | Rourkela East (© 4 2 26,55,000 1,02,12,651
3B | Janmu North C 4 3 1,01,07,090 1,01,07,090
A |Kota North C 4 1 85,30,000 1,00,73,018
3b | Hissar North D 3 1 61,10,000 83,84,735
3H | Ajmer North C 4 2 76,00,000 79,038,589
37 | Sholapur West C 4 2 66,59,000 72,03811
38 | Shillong East D 3 2 18,07,000 69,15,070
30 [ Srinagar North C 4 3 61,20,090 61,20,090
40 | Barelly North (@ 4 2 31,00,000 52,59,650
41 | Ahmednagar West (© 4 2 37,60,000 4713312
42 | Dhule West C 4 3 46,59,000 46,59,000
43 | Sangli West (© 4 2 46,59,000 46,59,000
44 | Jalgaon West (© 4 2 36,59,000 36,59,000
45 | Bilaspur West C 4 3 32,15,000 3345541
46 |Aligarh North (© 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
47 | Bikaner North (© 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
48 | Gorakhpur North (© 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
49 | Jhansi North (@ 4 3 31,00,000 31,00,000
50 | Akola West (@ 4 3 29,59,000 29,59,000
51 | Nanded West C 4 3 29,59,000 29,59,000
52 |Agartala East D 3 2 16,20,000 16,20,000
53 [ Muzzaffapur East (© 4 3 15,10,000 15,10,000
A | Itanagar East D 3 2 13,03,000 13,03,000
5% |Aizwd East D 3 2 12,07,000 12,07,000
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Annual License Fee paid in Phase Ill by FM Radio operators in major cities

S. FM 2.5% of 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total 4% of Total
No.| Radio NOTEF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF Gross ALF
Operator Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in Revenue in

2017-18 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2021-22

Delhi: RP - Rs. 31,42,00,000, Highest Bid (NOTEF) — Rs. 169,16,89,481
Operator 1 | 42292237 8576588 | 42292236 | 8009505 | 42292237 | 9226408 |42292236| 6099411 | 42292237 | 4717651 | 42292237
Operator 2 | 42292237 | 27715972 | 42292239 | 29116305 | 42292236 | 24715642 | 42292237 | 12638245 | 42292237 | 17785107 | 42292237
Operator 3 | 42292237 | 36835220 | 42292236 | 33670076 | 42292236 | 30639380 | 42292236 | 12206162 | 42292237 | 17922909 | 42292237
Operator 4 | 42292237 | 29407022 | 42292238 | 28872180 | 42292238 | 23831563 | 42292237 | 7939642 | 42263921 | 13102372 | 42292237
Operator 5 | 42292237 8882821 | 42292238 | 8349992 | 42292238 | 7786311 |42292237| 1675532 | 42292237 | 2902054 | 42292237
Operator 6 | 42292237 | 21779041 | 42292237 | 24237771 | 42292237 | 20494973 | 42292238 | 9376615 | 42292237 | 13196203 | 42292237
Operator 7 | 42292237 8692800 | 42292236 | 8208873 | 42292236 | 8069790 |42292236| 1606550 | 42292237 | 2907799 | 42292237
Operator 8 | 42292237 | 17796889 | 42292237 | 18505635 | 42292237 | 15450299 | 42292237 | 7085228 | 42292237 | 10342202 | 42292237
Operator 9 | 42292237 7070280 | 42292236 | 7330880 | 42292236 | 3791040 |42292236| 1528000 | 42292237 | 6768280 | 42292237

Mumbai: RP - Rs. 35,20,01,004, Highest Bid (NOTEF) — Rs. 122,81,31,349

O N[O~ [W[N|-

1 |Operator 1 | 30703284 | 23437845 | 30703284 | 25199331 | 30703284 | 17242963 | 30703284 | 7981286 | 30703284 | 9884664 | 30703284
2 | Operator 2 | 30703284 2176691 | 30703284 | 2937923 | 30703284 | 2142470 |30703284| 444435 | 30703284 | 369121| 30703284
3 | Operator 3 | 30703284 | 28934710 | 33285518 | 22722142 | 28121048 | 20033143 | 30703285| 8064946 | 30703284 | 9793422| 30703284
4 | Operator 4 | 30703284 | 13578809 | 30703284 | 16630494 | 30703286 | 11902832 | 30703284 | 5944095 | 29134248 | 5459382 | 30703284
5 | Operator 5 | 30703284 3883702 | 30703284 | 4497808 | 30703286 | 3277464 |30703284| 1080541 | 30703284 | 2020617 | 30703284
6 | Operator 6 | 30703284 | 33207891 | 33207889 | 32624542 | 32624542 | 28057982 | 30703283 | 14746687 | 30703284 | 17566381 | 30703284
7 | Operator 7 | 30703284 | 10650520 | 30703284 | 7662105 | 30703284 | 6273775 | 30703284 | 2074055 | 30703284 | 3430470 30703284
8 | Operator 8 | 30703284 | 23708250 | 30703284 | 21836297 | 30703284 | 19138173 | 30703284 | 9113039 | 30703284 | 10678537 | 30703284
9 | Operator 9 | 30703284 3463920 | 30703284 | 5025720 | 30703284 | 3250160 |30703284| 740000 | 30703284 | 593480 | 30703284
Bengaluru: RP - Rs. 21,60,00,000, Highest Bid (NOTEF) - Rs. 109,25,45,545

1 |Operator 1 | 27313639 | 10353621 | 27313640 | 10386829 | 27313640 | 8249296 | 27313640| 3007557 | 27313640 | 4331854 | 27313639
2 | Operator 2 | 27313639 7179902 | 27313640 | 8470174 | 27313640 | 6468038 | 27313640| 2006629 | 27313640 | 2129316| 27313639
3 | Operator 3 | 27313639 | 11550649 | 27313640 | 13595149 | 27313644 | 10579472 | 27313639 | 3698719 | 27170106 | 4801016 | 27313639
4 | Operator 4 | 27313639 7418640 | 27313640 | 7422880 | 27313640 | 4760000 |27313639| 1928640 | 22485230 | 1944360 | 27313639
5 | Operator 5 | 27313639 9715846 | 27313636 | 10856961 | 27313640 | 8851391 | 27313640| 4813560 | 27313643 | 5495640| 27313639
6 | Operator 6 | 27313639 | 14000114 | 27313639 | 14908777 | 27313639 | 11568034 | 27313638 | 5310921 | 27313639 | 6753869 | 27313639
7 | Operator 7 | 27313639 5616400 | 27313640 | 6709309 | 27313640 | 3874955 |27313640| 1513918 | 27313639 | 2617756| 27313639
8 | Operator 8 | 27313639 | 11107647 | 27313639 | 11256925 | 27313639 | 9126424 | 27313639 | 3914928 | 27313638 | 4671004 27313639

Pune: RP - Rs. 14,00,55,000), Highest Bid (NOTEF) - Rs. 42,03,50,268
Operator 1 | 10508757 | 12613178 | 17708245 | 10558080 | 7518110 | 9384711 | 8502981 | 3985036 | 10459433 | 5096186 | 10508757
Operator 2 | 10508757 1774569 | 10508756 | 2183852 | 10508756 | 2000131 |10508756| 667971 | 10508756 | 691437 | 10508757
Operator 3 | 10508757 9095168 | 10508757 | 9744928 | 10508757 | 8902352 | 10508758 | 3222868 | 10508757 | 4388217 | 10508757
Operator 4 | 10508757 5102880 | 10508756 | 4959588 | 10508756 | 4486546 |10508755| 1834352 | 10508757 | 4285899 | 10508757
Operator 5 | 10508757 2090757 | 10508757 | 3352169 | 10508757 | 3284419 | 10508757 | 1358130 | 10508756 | 1698348 | 10508757
Operator 6 | 10508757 8251108 | 10508687 | 7896799 | 10508756 | 6889206 | 10508756 | 3384150 | 10508756 | 4498880 | 10508757

Ahmedabad: (RP - Rs. 12,00,55,000), Highest Bid (NOTEF) - Rs. 42,68,76,267
Operator 1 | 10671907 | 8042058 | 10671908 | 9108998 | 10671908 | 8224380 | 10671907 | 5004321 | 8003939 | 5842789 | 10671907
Operator 2 | 10671907 | 12557735 | 13721784 | 10710582 | 11393684 | 10160552 | 8865824 | 5237924 | 10633233 | 5917637 10671907
Operator 3 | 10671907 | 2737600 | 10671908 | 2582083 | 10671908 | 1882799 | 10671908| 647719 | 10671908 | 943347| 10671907
Operator 4 | 10671907 | 6697285 | 10671908 | 7060644 | 10671907 | 5203272 | 10671902| 2983318 | 10671907 | 3499013 10671907
Operator 5 | 10671907 | 2984040 | 10671908 | 2612884 | 10671908 | 2106913 | 10671908| 1487750 | 10671906 | 2705827 10671907
Operator 6 | 10671907 | 5831825 | 10671851 | 5917203 | 10671908 | 5203738 | 10671907| 3253588 | 10671914 | 3292560 10671907
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ZEE BID TO CLOSE
SONY MERGER IN
THE MIDST OF
INSOLVENCY
BATTLE

Zee promoter Punit Goenka is battling hard
to complete the Sony merger in the midst
of the insolvency battle.

The Mumbai Bench of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) admitted an insolvency petition media
company Zee Entertainment Enterprises filed by its
financial creditor Induslnd Bank, under Section 7 of the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).

Induslind
Bank, in its plea,
claimed a default of
Rs83.08 crore against
the media and
entertainment firm
promoted by
Subhash Chandra.

Butin amajor
relief to media major
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL ), the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) on Friday
stayed the insolvency proceedings initiated against it
earlier thisweek.

Zee, ahousehold TV namein Indiathat wasset upin
1992, had a network share of 16.2% as of December. It
competes with Disney’s Star India and Reliance Industries
Viacom18, and its planned merger with Sony’s India unit
will create a$10 hillion behemoth.

Zee shares rose as much as 3.1% on the news and
werelast up 1.2%.

“Our focus continuesto be on thetimely compl etion
of the proposed merger,” Punit Goenka, Zee' schief executive
said after the decision.

Zee had acted as a guarantor for loans availed by
a sister company, and India’s Indusind invoked the
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guarantee alleging default on payment, exchange filings
show.

Zee disputed its liability in the
tribunal saying, according to them the
liability did not meet the threshold for
initiating insolvency proceedings.

Zee's best case would be to get
90 percent of the creditors to come on
board and pull the case out of the
NCLAT. A possible scenarioisthat the
bank may not be getting a good deal
post the Zee-Sony merger and hence
decided to move to the NCLT.

Alternatively, Zee may request its
creditors to give Indusind Bank a better deal in the
resolution and persuade the lender to withdraw the case
from NCLT. Thisis possible if 90 percent of the creditors
agree to the same.

Brokerage firm UBS has maintained its buy rating
on Zee Entertainment with a price target of Rs 350. The
brokerage says that while the amount is not material, it
can delay the merger process further. It also lists options
for Zee, which includes an appeal before the NCLAT to
set aside this order, or to settle pending dues in the
interest of completing the merger.

"These amounts have largely already been
provided in Zee's books, and therefore, we believe any
potential settlement isnot likely to result in any material
P& L impact,” the note said. |
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THE BATTLE FOR
SURVIVAL FOR
CABLE OPERATORS

The tussle between cable operators and leading
broadcasters is testing the grit and determination
of the cable community.

The tussle between leading broadcasters and cable
operators continued with leading broadcasters and key
cable TV platforms continued to be at loggerheads with
Disney-Star, Sony, and Zee
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switching off signals of their
channels on leading platforms
such as Hathway Digital and
DEN Networks. This left
millions of TV households
without access to popular
channels.

The broadcasters’
move to disconnect TV
servicesfrom key Distribution

Platform Operators came after these cable TV platforms
also known as M ulti-System Operators (M SOs) refused
to sign fresh distribution agreements or RIO (reference
interconnect offers) under NTO 3.0 (New Tariff Order)
notified by TRAI.

TheAll IndiaDigital Cable Federation (AIDCF) on
Saturday said that its members are not signing the new
agreements as a mark of protest against unreasonable
pricing by the broadcasters. Theindustry body also claimed
that the broadcaster’s move has deprived 45 million TV
households of entertainment.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
had notified the amended regulations and NTO 3.0 on
November 22, 2022. It was set to comeinto force on February
1,2023.

Broadcasters say the price increase will be in the
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range of 5-15% and thisisthefirst such hikein four years.
However, cable operators say the price hike could go up to
60%, an exorbitant amount in a price-sensitive market.

“Thepriceincreasewill resultinacost of closeto Rs
5,000 croreto Rs 8,000 crore per annumto consumers, which
will largely benefit the broadcasters,” the AIDCF said in a
statement.

The broadcasters had notified cable operators,
asking them to sign the RIO for NTO 3.0. However, since
the Kerala High Court is hearing a case related to its
implementation, the AIDCF members decided not to raise
channel pricing.

TheAIDCF includestop cable
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companies such as Reliance
Industries-owned Hathway, Den,
GTPL, Hinduja Group's
NXTDIGITAL, Rajan RahejaGroup-
owned Asianet Digital Network, and
regional cable operators like Kerala
Communicators Cableand UCN Ceble
Network.

TRAI first issued the NTO in
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December 2018. It was expected to

make channels cheaper for the consumers and offer more
choices, asit allowed them to pay only for those (channels)
they watch at MRPs set by broadcasters, instead of the
pre-set bouquets offered earlier. However, in reality, the
opposite happened, as the cost of like-to-like channel
options went up.

After facing several legal challenges and
opposition from the broadcasting industry, it was
implemented in February 2019. Eventually, itled to amajor
shakeup in the TV distribution industry, as consumers
had to pay morefor their favourite channels, while some
niche channels were also impacted due to lower
viewership and revenue.

In January 2020, TRAI introduced an amended
version of thetariff order, knownasNTO 2.0. It reduced the
cap on the MRP of individual channels, which can form
part of any bouquet, to Rs 12 per month from Rs 19. It also
offered customers doubl e the channels (200) under the base
network capacity fee (NCF) slab.

After almost three years of litigations and
discussions, TRAI brought out NTO 3.0in November 2022.
It decided to continue with the MRP ceiling of Rs 19 for a
channel to be a part of a bouquet.

With the matter subjudice now, it remainsto be seen
how the court verdict will develop. B
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LG’S NEW STRATEGY

LG’s has rolled out a new
strategy and The buyers of LG smart
TVsof themodd year 2023 will beable
to receive German DTH satellite TV
platform HD+ without additional
hardware.

LG will integratethe HD+ TV
app directly into the TV setsviathe
HbbTV Operator Application
(HbbTV OpApp) for this purpose. A
set-top box, Cl+ module, smart card,
TV key or other hardware will no
longer be necessary for HD+
reception, only a satellite dish
pointing to Astra (19.2° East). The
TV sets with integrated HD+ are
scheduled to go on sale in Germany
at the end of March 2023.

To get to know HD+, the
platform offers a six-month free
trial period without registration or
further obligations. Viewers who
want to continue watching HD+ after
the free period can sign up for a
subscription at a retailer or in the
HD+ web shop.

CANAL+ EXPANSION PLANS

Canal+ Group’s Czech and
Slovak operator Skylink haslaunched
Canal+Actioninthetwo countriesand
at the same time added five SPI
International channels to its OTT
service Skylink LiveTV.

It has also moved the channel
Spektrum HometoitsDigital package
and announced price changes to
Skylink Live TV that will come into
effect onApril 4.

Canal+ Action is new to the
Czech Republic and Slovakiaand is
being made available on satellite and
Skylink Live TV from February 28. It
will be offered to all Skylink
customers throughout March
irrespective of the package they
subscribe to.

1TV STUDIOCANAL
COLLABORATION

ITV s

adding to

t h e

subscription

tier of

its ITVX

streaming service with an agreement
to carry StudioCanal Presents.

Expected to launch on ITVX
Premium this Spring, the deal will see
over 400 filmsadded to itssubscription
tier.

StudioCanal presents, which
is also available through Amazon
Prime Video Channelsand the Apple

TV app, draws from an extensive
library that includesfamily favourites
Paddington and Paddington 2, A
Shaun the Sheep Movie:
Farmageddon aswell as homegrown
and international films such as
Legend starring Tom Hardy, Tinker
Tailor Soldier Spy starring Gary
Oldman, Non Stop starring Liam
Neeson, The Imitation Game starring
Benedict Cumberbatch and
Apocalypse Now starring Marlon
Brando.

ZDF —BCC PARTNERSHIP

German public broadcaster
ZDF has extended its strategic
partnership with BBC Studios, the
production and distribution subsidiary
of theBBC.

The 2019 agreement already
significantly intensified the
cooperation between the two
broadcasters. In both the fictional
and non-fictional areas, material has
since been developed and projects
realised in close cooperation.

ZDF and BBC Studiosplanto
partner on further documentaries,
including Mammals and Asia. In
addition, the agreement now also
provides thematic channel
ZDFinfo with first access rights
to licensed programmes and
presales as well as joint co-
productions. ®
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SUN TV INCREASED
REVENUES
Sun TV revenuesfor Dec 2022

quarter touched Rs.810.51 crorefor the
quarter ended 31st December’ 2022 as
against Rs.829.57 crore for the
corresponding quarter ended 31st
December’ 2021. The overall revenue
was at Rs. 857.51 crores as against
Rs.1,033.10 crores for the quarter
ended 31st December’ 2021.

The EBITDA wasat Rs.573.07
crorefor the current quarter as against
Rs. 721.87 crore during the previous
quarter ended 31st December’ 2021 and
the Profit Before Taxes for the quarter
ended 31st December’ 2022 was to
Rs.556.91 crores asagainst Rs. 609.80
crores for the corresponding quarter
ended 31st December’ 2021.

The Profit after taxes (excl. IPL
& Movies) for the current quarter was
at Rs.409.82 croresasagaingt Rs. 416.00
crores for the corresponding quarter
ended 31st December’2021 and the
overdl Profit after taxesfor the current
quarter was at Rs.416.32 crores as
against Rs. 457.39 crores for the
corresponding quarter ended 31st
December’ 2021.

Advertisement revenue stood
at Rs. 380 crore for the quarter ended
31st Dec’ 2022

TV TODAY POSTS TURNOVER
OF RS 258 CRORE
TV Today
Network saw a
decline at Rs
231.31 crore for
the quarter ended
December 31, 2022
compared to Rs
257.97 crore in the same quarter last
year.

Company'’s total income fell
8.4%toRs244.31 crorein Q3FY 23from
Rs266.83 crorein Q3 FY 22. Expenses
jumped 12%to Rs206.30 crorefrom Rs
184.25crore.

Network’s net profit for the
quarter declined by 55% to Rs 27.62
crorefromRs61.50 crore.

Company’stelevision and other
media operations revenue for the
quarter ended December 31, 2022 was
Rs228.93 croreagainst Rs252.16 crore.
Furthermore, the revenue from radio
segment was Rs 2.38 crore against Rs
5.81crore.

The board also approved re-
appointment of Aroon Purie, Chairman
and Whole-time Director with the
effect fromApril 1, 2023 for aperiod of
five years, subject to approval of

shareholders of the company. Re-
appointment of Kalli Purie Bhandal,
Vice-Chairperson and Managing
Director wasalso approved w.e.f. April
1, 2023 for a period of five years,
subject to approval of shareholders of
the company.

ZEE REVENUES AT RS 2111
CRORES

Zeereveuesstood at Rs2112.6
crore in this quarter.The network is
advertising revenue decreased by
15.63% to Rs 1063.8 crore against Rs
1260.8 crore. Domestic advertising
revenues declined by 15.8% to Rs
1015.4 croreon YoY basis.

Thecompany in BSEfiling said
that the ad revenue year-on-year
growth was impacted due to FTA
withdrawal (ZeeAnmol) and dowdown
in FMCG spendsdueto the challenging
macroeconomic environment.

Company’s  subscription
revenuewasup 11.2%to Rs894.4 crore
in Q3 FY 23 against Rs 790.15crorein
Q3FY 22, aided by underlying organic
growth in Zee5, Zee Music and by
recognition of subscription revenue
from Siti network, the company saidin
the statement.

Theprofit after tax (PAT) of the
network declined by 91.9%to Rs24.3
crorein Q3FY 23 against Rs298.7 crore
inQ3FY22. 1
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Take advantage & reach new customers thru www.scatmag.com

India's Most Comprehensive website For CATV
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* Pay Channel Rates * Website Links & Postal Address of Channels
* C & Ku Band Channel Guide * The Latest Channel Changes
* Dish Doctor * Listing Of CATV Events Worldwide
* Government Policies & Rules Related & CATV
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For more details, call or email us at :
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312/313, AWing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Andheri Kurla Road,
Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059.

Mob.: +91-9108208956

E-Mail: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com Website: http://www.scatmag.com

*Average visitor per month calculated over a 12 month period.
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

BROADCASTING REGULATOR

Q: Please elaborate on the bodieswhich regulate

broadcasting bodies in countries like USA, UK,
Australia

Shantanu Duitta,

Broadcast Consultant, Kolkatta

Ans.: To accommodate new services and the evolving
marketplace, many countries are modifying their
policy-making and regulatory frameworks and
institutions addressing the phenomenon of
convergence of the telecom and broadcasting
industries. One of the ways this has been achieved is
by merging different regulatory authorities for telecom
and broadcasting into one regulatory body. Large
economies around the world like the USA, UK,
Australia, European Union, etc. have established the
converged regulators who are empowered and made
responsible for overseeing the complete electronic
communication space  which includes
telecommunication, broadcasting, media, and
cyberspace. They have a common body that
authorizes or provides licenses for

both telecommunications and

broadcast services. The international
developmentsin thelicensing regimes

and regulation with respect to

convergence in different countriesis

deliberated in this section

USA

The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) was established by
the Communications Act of 1934,
regulates radio, television, wire,
satellite, and cable communication,
both interstate and international. The
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DISH DOCTOR

Communication Act of 1934 (as amended) deals with
the regulation of telegraph, telephone, and radio
communications in great detail. The Act provides for
regulation in almost all aspects of the communications
and broadcasting industry. The FCC isfurther divided
into seven separate bureaus that process applications,
filing of licenses, complaints, and making policies, etc.

UK

The UK communication industry is regulated
by The Office of Communications (OFCOM), having
duties in television, radio, telecommunications, and
wireless communications
services. The
Communications Act 2003
(CA 2003) is the primary
source of communication
legislation and regulation in
the UK that regulates the
provision of electronic communication servicesaswell
as broadcasting services. The Broadcasting Standards
Commission, Independent Television Commission,
Office of Telecommunications, Radio Authority, and
Radio-communications Authority merged their 16
regulatory duties under OFCOM in 2002. OFCOM
provides licenses for TV broadcast, radio
communications, radio broadcast, spectrum, etc.

AUSTRALIA

The Australian Broadcasting Authority and the

Australian Communications Authority were integrated
in 2005 to become the Australian Communications and
MediaAuthority (ACMA).
ACMA is a converged
regulator, created to
oversee the convergence
of telecommunications,
broadcasting, radio
communications and the
internet. The key
responsibilities of the
ACMA include:

@ licensing and regulating telecommunications
carriers, carriage service providers and content
service providers.

@ licensing and regulating RF spectrum.

€ regulating television and radio broadcasting,
including content regulation. B
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SEE WHAT
COMES NEXT

Join us at NAB Show, THE GLOBAL EVENT for the broadcast, media and entertainment

industry. Preview powerful technology, best-in-breed products and innovative solutions
for your every next.

And — it's our Centennial... an incredible, must-not-miss celebration! Exclusive international
benefits and private-access perks are all yours. REGISTER NOW with code 1D47.

For more information, contact NAB Show's in-country representative, Anushree Ramchandani
at 9811065185, aramchandani.nabshow@gmail.com.

&35 NYBSHOW

Years of Innovation

Exhibits: April 16-19, 2023 | Education: April 15-19 | Las Vegas, NV

CREATE. CONNECT. CAPITALIZE. INTELLIGENT

All things pre- All things distribution All things CONTENT.
production to post. and delivery. reach and ROI. All things data, Al
and automation.




I CHANNEL CHANGES

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

AMOS4 AT 65 DEG E

On 12th Universal TV HD and
Sanskar TV have started on 11235
V, Verimatrix;ITV Nepal has started
on 11289V, Verimatrix. On 13th Star
Movies Select, Himalaya TV, Action
Sports 2 and Cinemaghar
International have started on 11360
V, encrypted; Comedy Central India,
Disney International HD, VH1 India
and MTV Beats have left.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E

On 19th MK Tunes and MK Six have
left 3845 V; Tollywood has left 3876
H; Total States has started on 3932
H, FTA; MK TV has left 4015 V.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 4th Sports 18 Hindi has replaced
Eco-Lution on 4034 H, Irdeto; Sports
18 2 and Sports 18 Tamil have
started on 4034 V, Irdeto; Bharat
Express has replaced Janta TV on
4184 V, FTA.On 7th Q Marathi has
left 4184 V.On 26th TV 9 Telugu, TV
9 Kannada, TV 9 Marathi, TV 9
Guijaratiand TV 9 Bharatvarsh have
left 3723 V.

INSAT 3C/4CR/ EDUSAT / GSAT
18AT 74 DEG E

On 17th DD Sports on 3777 His now
encrypted.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 3rd CBeebies Asia, BBC Earth
Asia and BBC Lifestyle Asia have
left 12467 V.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 27th January Prajaa TV Kannada
is back on 3805 H, FTA; Spondon

India in the past month.

TV has started on 3843 H, FTA;
Atrangii has left 4054 H. On 30th
January Jay Jagannath on 3756 H
is now encrypted.On 3rd Bhakti
Darpan International has started on
3981 H, FTA; Raapchik has started
on 4054 H, FTA.On 17th FGN
Channel has started on 4054 H,
FTA; News Bartaman 24x7 has left.

ST1/ST2AT 88 DEGE

On 12th Sun TV, Asianet Movies and
Zindagi Active have started on 11483
H, encrypted; & flix, CNBC TV 18
Prime HD and Zee Bangla have
left.On 13th News 18 India and
Eurosport India have started on
11164 H, encrypted; Saam TV has
left.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT91.5DEG E
On 1stAXN EastAsia and One have
started on 12436 H, encrypted.On
10th Colors Gujarati Cinema has left
12603 V.

GSAT 15/ GSAT 17AT93.5DEGE
on 27th January News World has
replaced Awakening TV on 4076V,
FTA; Rishu Movies has started on
4174 H, FTA. On 1st Ishara Channel

50

has replaced Filamchi Bhojpuri on
11470 V, FTA; B4U Bhojpuri has
replaced Dhamaka Movies B4U on
11510 V, FTA. On 9th Filamchi
Bhojpuri has replaced Ishara
Channel on 11090 V, FTA.On 15th
Kids Active Rhymes and Bharat
Express have started on 11590 H,
encrypted; RT News, B4U Movies
India and Topper TV have left; Zee
Bangla has replaced Star Suvarna
on 11670 H, Irdeto. On 20th Asian
News has replaced Saral Jeevan on
4076 V, FTA; FM News and Onkar
Only Truth TV have started on 4174
H, FTA.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 20th Star Max, Jan HD and
FilmAsia have started on 3663 V,
FTA; Jeeto TV, BTV Kadak, Live
News and Falak TV have left;
Channel S has left 3725 V; Zindagi
TV has started on 3880 H, FTA; Love
of Jesus TV has left.

THAICOM 4 /| BANGABANDHU 1
AT 119.5DEGE

On 11th Eten TV has started on
4680 H, FTA.On 16th Zee Bangla
Cinema International has left 4655
H’ Zee TV Asia Pacific has left 4758
H; Zee Bangla International has left
4764 H.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E

On 27th January Bodhi TV has left
3427 V; DG TV and Sananda have
started on 3651V, FTA. Jeejal News
HD, Paryawaran and Tehelka TV
have left..On 4th Jeejal News HD and
TV Filmy have started on 3651 V,
FTA.On 10th B 2 has replaced BTV
Kadak on 3651V, FTA.
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INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

Magalinem CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY
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“When times are good you should advertise, when times are
bad you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of
the Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28

years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

Ng ﬁ Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!
’ Contact : Ms. Geeta Lalwani

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com | Mob: +91 +91-9108208956
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