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WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE US?




EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The future of a connected 5G world is the next big
thing set to be unravelled. The way digital transformation
is driving changes across the media sector is crucial for
the future of the industry. 5G spectrum allocation is also
posing its own set of concerns and challenges for the
broadcasters. The main issue relates around the C-band
or mid-band spectrum band 3,300 MHz-4,200 MHz. Indian
broadcasters use the allotted C-Band of 3,700 MHz-4,200
MHz.

Telecom Regulatory Authority has been seeking a
response from Department of Telecom over the concerns
raised by broadcasters on the 5G spectrum allocation.

Satellite Broadband is opening up new avenues for
investment with major telecom networks exploring
partnership with traditional satellite companies. Case in
point is Jio’s partnership with SES, Airtel’s venture with
Hughes Communications, Nelco/Tatas venture with
Telesat. And the other players like Amazon with Kuiper
and Tesla with Sarlink.

The ‘Make in India’ theme is going to become
increasingly important in the fast-changing global
scenario unfolding in front of us. The ‘Make in India’ will
get a fillip with the Gowt’s desire to boost the infrastructure
for telecom, broadband and Television. This will address
the much-needed shortfall and gaps needed to propel
investments needed for this segment.

Another interesting news is about Adani’s foray into
media through its tie-up with Quintillion Media. Adani is
taking a minority stake in local digital business news
platform Quintillion, owned by Raghav Bahl.

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has ordered the Tamil Nadu-based
Arasu TV cable corporation to pay Sony Pictures Network
India Rs 138.7 crore- 50% of the total withstanding
charges of the Rs 277.5 crore- within two months.

Malayalam news channel MediaOne TV has filed an
appeal in the Supreme Court as the Kerala High Court
has dismissed the appeal by the channel against the ban
imposed on its telecast by the union government citing
‘national security’. It will be interesting to watch this
development.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

TV TODAY HAS NEW CEO Al T2 @ T dEa
TV Today has Dinesh Bhatia taking charge as I 22 7 wifemn @1 T & g e
Group Chief Executive Officer. TRFH & =T § FRUT T T |
ead _F;rtir(;rtég;.he Group CEO role, Bhatiawas Group g A {fﬁw 3 q%?[ ﬂTf?.'qT gq %g:%éﬁl fl |
Bhatiais already the Group CEO of AT T 2020 7 221 72 T9 & T0 LA

India Today Group since November 2020.
India Today Group through Living Media
IndiaLimited (LMIL) owns58.45% stakein
TVTN.

Aditya Birla Group had picked up
27.5% stakein LMIL in May 2012.

Bhatia has been with TV TN for over
15years. Hejoined TV TN as Chief Financial
Officer and was later appointed as Group
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Prior to joining TVTN, Bhatia worked with HT ST e B ¥ e Witedr 4 «THT 10
Mediafor around 10 years. o e ST At & M B |
BROADCASTER’S 5G CONCERNS JaR@ 31 591 ARt

The 1&B Ministry has apprised DoT on some of FETAT AT 4 B TG &1 faansi ¥ 2t

the broadcasters concern as the broadcasters claim that F AT FET T AEE UAUE # A9 T F st
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the allocation of spectrum in mid-band without proper
safeguard will hurt the sector

Thisconflict iscentred around the C-band or mid-
band spectrum band 3,300 MHz-4,200 MHz.
Currently, the Indian broadcasters use the
dlotted the C-Band of 3,700 MHz-4,200 MHz.

International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) guidelines proposes 3,600 MHz
asthe upper limit for telecom companies, the
government had originally kept 3,300-3,600
MHz for 5G alocation.

But, as per the revised National
Frequency Allocation Plan- 2018(NFAP-18), 3,300 MHz -
3,670 MHz and bands maybe even beyond that are being
earmarked for 5G use.

The Indian broadcasters feel that if these revised
guidelineswere enacted in the upcoming auctions, it will
disrupt their services and hurt the end-consumer.

DISCOVERY REVENUES SURGE

Discovery Communications India's has seen a
surgeinitsrevenuewhich hasgrown 10.32% to Rs928.8
crore for the fiscal ended 31st March 2021 as against Rs
841.9 crorein the previousfiscal. Total expenses for the
fiscal increased 10% to Rs 866 crorefrom Rs 787.3 crore.
Net profit remained flat at Rs 45.9
croreagainst Rs45.8 crore.

Discovery has 14 SD and HD
channels acrossinfotainment, sports,
kids, and entertainment genres. The
channelsinclude Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, TLC,
Discovery Kids, Eurosport, Investigation Discovery,
Discovery Science, Discovery, D Tamil, Discovery HD,
Animal Planet HD, TLC HD, Investigation Discovery HD,
and Eurosport HD.

discovery+ Indiacurates 40 plus genresincluding
science, adventure, food, lifestyle, and others, sourced
from brands such as Discovery Channel, Animal Planet,
BBC, TLC, Discovery Science, Discovery Turbo, ID, Food
Network, HGTV, Cooking Channel, Travel Channel, DIY
Network, Motor trend, and VICE. It has aso partnered
with Reliance Jio Platforms, Fire TV, and Xiaomi TV and
has integrated the Platform on their Devices so that the
application can be accessed and reach many subscribers.
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BHARTI AIRTEL POSTS INCREASED
REVENUE

Bharti Airtel hasseen amarginal increasein revenue
growth in its direct to home (DTH) segment at Rs 791.2
crorefor the quarter ended 31st December 2021 compared
to Rs 789.2 crore in the corresponding quarter last year.

EBITDA from the segment was up 1%
at Rs531.9 crore compared to Rs529.1 crorein
Q3 FY21 and Rs 531.4 crore in the previous
quarter. The reported EBITDA margin was at
67.2% in the current quarter as compared to
67% inthe corresponding quarter last year and
66.6% in the previous quarter.

Thereported EBIT for the quarter wasRs 210 crore
ascompared to Rs307.1 crorein the corresponding quarter
last year and Rs 220.4 crore in the previous quarter. The
resultant EBIT margin wasat 26.5% as compared to 38.9%
in the corresponding quarter last year and 27.6% in the
previous quarter. During the quarter, the company incurred
acapital expenditure of Rs437.4 crore.

ANURAG THAKUR ON BARC INDIA OPS

BARC India is getting its act together and has
apprised the Govt that it was informing the constituents
about the revised and augmented Data
Reporting Standards and they will need eight
weeks' timeto rel easeviewership datafor news
and niche genres. This information has been
provided by I&B minister Anurag Singh
Thakur inthe Lok Sabha.

BARC Indiainformed that it intendsto commence
news datarel ease with effect from March 17, 2022.
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UPLINKING/DOWNLINKING
NOTIFICATION

The Govt has not taken any decision regarding
notification of new uplinking and downlinking guidelines
for private TV channels.

"No decision has been taken by this Ministry
regarding notification of new uplinking and downlinking
guidelines for private TV channels,” informed Anurag
Thakur in Lok Sabha.

ApurvaChandrahad said last year that the ministry
isamending uplinking and downlinking guidelineswhich
will maketherulessimpler.

DD TO GET INCREASED GRANTS?

The government has provided Rs2379.24 croreto
Prasar Bharati from 2015 - 2021 under Central Sector
Broadcasting Infrastructure and
Network Development (BIND) scheme.

The components of BIND
scheme include modernization,
digitization, augmentation and
replacement of transmitters, broadcast
equipment and studios, FM expansion/
replacement, expansion of DTH and
strengthening of coverage in sensitive areas and content
development. Besides this, grants are also provided to
Prasar Bharati for salaries of their deemed on deputation
employees.

BARC INDIA HAS NO SIGN OF A
COMMITTEE YET

BARC India has no sign of a committee yet. The
stakeholders have discussed technicalities of getting
independent members

The addition of four independent members to the
Board is one of the key agendas for the meeting of all the
stakeholders including the AAAI, ISA and IBDF. The
BARC India Board currently comprises members from
threeindustry bodies besidesthelone representative from
public broadcaster Prasar Bharati.

MEDIAONE LICENSE CANCELLED

Media One, Malayalam news channel has seen its
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license being cancelled by the Kerala High Court which
upheld the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting's
(MIB) order revoking the channel's licence
and dismissed the writ petition it had filed.

Justice N Nagaresh observed that the
denial of security clearance to the channel is
justified based on the reports submitted by
theministry. The HC had passed an order last
week granting interim relief to MediaOne. It
had also directed the Ministry of HomeAffairs
(MHA) to submit files that recommended
denial of security clearance.
Citing Supreme Court's 2019 judgement in Digicable
(Network) IndiaPrivate Ltd vs Union of Indiamatter, the
court said that the SC judgement clearly statesthereisno
right to a prior hearing if the issue pertains to national
Ssecurity.

BARC INDIA TO START NEWS
RATINGS

BARC isplanning to resume news channel ratings
fromMarch 17.“BARC Indiais currently working towards
ensuring the seamlessrelease of individual news channel
data and intends to commence release with effect from
our reporting Week 10, 2022. As per our reporting cycle,
thisdatawill be released to the market on Thursday, 17th
March 2022. We have communicated the same to our
clients and stakeholders,” BARC said in a statement.

Madison Media & OOH Group CEO Vikram
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Sakhuja has taken over as the Chairman of Broadcasters
Audience Research Council (BARC) India's Technical
Committee. He hasreplaced |PG Mediabrands India CEO
Shashi Sinha, who served asBARC TechComm Chairman
for close to adecade since taking charge in 2012.

Sinhahasjoined the 10-member BARC Indiaboard
which has representatives from the Indian Broadcasting
& Digital Foundation (IBDF), Advertising Agencies
Association of India (AAALI), and Indian Society Of
Advertisers(ISA).

BANK MOVES NCLT AGAINST ZEE

Indusind Bank has moved NCLT against the
company over default

Zee Entertainment EnterprisesLimited (ZEEL) has
made a disclosure in the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
that an application has been filed by Indusind Bank
Limited, before the National Company Law Tribunal for
initiation of Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process
against the company.

NTO 2.0 DEADLINE EXTENDED

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
has extended the deadline for theimplementation of New
Tariff Order (NTO) 2.0to June 1, 2022. Theearlier deadline
wasApril 2022.

“All distributors of television
channels shall ensure that with effect
from June 1, 2022 services to the
subscribers are provided as per the
bouquets or channels opted by the
subscribers,” the TRAI said in a letter
to the broadcasters and distribution
platform operators (DPOs).

The regulator said it has received several
representations from the stakeholders requesting for
extension of time limit for implementation of New
Regulatory Framework 2020 dueto the COVID situation.
The stakeholders have told TRAI that most of their staff
were affected with Covid-19 and many were unable to
attend the office due to guidelines issued by the state
governments. Besides, their staff /linked local cable
operators are finding it difficult to reach the COVID
impacted subscribers/areas for collection of choices etc.
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“The regulatory body also directed all the DPOs
toreport to the authority the Distributor Retail Price (DRP)
of pay channels, composition of bouquet of pay channels
[free-to-air channelsand DRP of bouquets of pay channels
by March 31, 2022, and simultaneously publish such
information on their websites. The DPOswho have already
submitted their RIOs in compliance with the New
Regulatory Framework may also revise their RIOs by
March31, 2022.

TANVI SHUKLA HAS A TRYST WITH
INDIA AHEAD

Tanvi Shuklawho waswith Mirror Now, hasmoved
to IndiaAhead News Group. IndiaAhead isled

e M T T4 ST ST 31 7 2022 9% U
T & v e 9 (F1d), ¥ a9 & 9% @
AT AT T & AT T TE B AFBET Bl 3T
JAZEl T SN & @ Feor & (e e
T s o & SIed § 39 BT @ Ted & o
&7 R ?, 9 91 31 4 2022 A% 94 FIT § Foled w7
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77 913 & WY @M & ATl dell o 39 e
T A W A A T E R 3T A W B G
qfier a1 &7 7% 2 | a1 gAIa Ao Bl AR

by Bhupinder Chaubey. Tanvi will do the
election coverage and also contribute to the
digital arm of the IndiaAhead Group.

India Ahead was started by Andhra
Prabha publications group. Group Editorial
President Sudeep Mukhia said, “Tanvi’s
appointment further strengthens our belief that
in the cacophony of noise, genuine talent now
trusts India Ahead totally. That's what we
wanted to achieve to start with. Tanvi brings

e srez o f2fored aran § off JrEe & |
3fean 3fes @l AT Y T THIH TR
T %0 4 |79 ufzeiiae yRiEe ga qiaan T wa
T @ Mg B 39 [Gvam & AR Ao
HAI & o ST % S 7 STl Uferr 31 gz
e T I TE WA Bl ¢ | 89 AT § T8
2RI 7T TTedt & | AT 79T i bl foaman
AT FAER I & FHH Bl AT A A A

with her years of credibility and an
understanding of the news space which will add
more to our already proven trust worthiness.”

Group CEO Bhupendra Chaubey commented,
“Tanvi Shuklais amongst the next generation of Indian
broadcasters who will take our medium forward. It's a
delight to see so many young talented people like Tanvi
Shukla, Aditi Anantnarayan and Neha Khanna now
becoming a part of our stable” B

TANVISHUKLA
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NEWS ON OTT BY TV9

TV9, the news network is set to launch News9
Plus, an English video news magazinein an OTT format
by March end.

BarunDas, CEO, TV9 Network, said, "Historically,
the Indian news genre has undermined itself with ahuge
self-created handicap. It has never
leveraged India's core strength - itslarge
consumer base. Newspapers have always
subsidised the reader and TV news
channelsare mostly freeto air. Hence, we
have lived with tremendous pressure on
ad revenue. On the other hand,
consumers have just about started
paying for digital news. However, this
propensity to pay for digital news will
depend on how effectively digital news platforms can
serve the consumer ‘what they want, when they want’.”

"The English news television space has shrunk
dramatically over the past few yearsin viewership and
revenue. So, it seemed obvious to us that this English-
speaking audience - often the early adapters - are waiting
for an OTT news service. To my mind, linear news
television will make way for OTT news service in the
near future. Hindi and regional language markets may
continue in the current linear TV mode for some more
time, but itiscertainly timefor acutting-edge OTT news

At T A W FHIER
219 FAEN H2ad qd & Ad dd AL U H
TS S AT FAET 4T, <[ 9 @ @l & & o
T E |
2119 Fea & AEHT T=01 & | BT Ui B9
A A FAE Il 7 98 @l U 951 [-HEd arem & 71
FAAN HY &A1 & 1294 A W ARA @l
T= dldd 240 a3 SUHIE AT &
@Y T2l S 2 | FEr 97 § g9t U
AR A TEET @ At 4 ® | IEa
HHAT WI-Z-TA 2 | AT 29 =
ST O STeEEd Sa1d & A1 TR © | g
AT RIS F fEfted FEn & g
PTAN &1 I 7 (21 ¢ | BTl f2htea
AR & [T P B @ F8 Yghd 39 ad @ F9T
0T o F2Roted Fmam wiewt SuvEe & A aed @
T4 g A1 &, & Ja1 BT Fhd € |
free & qui § g9l AT T § S TEr
AT T Aedhd =9 J &9 21 T4 ¢ | St &4 I8 e
T TR AT T S A ATl Ssia-3AF PRt U2
I A | Gl e A e et e At S A K L |
REZARE 1= B o | o e 4 A e o A G e
o T & | FET 3 & W1 & &t 68 AR 79
% o0 aca fifee ST 9% 9 AN 78 A ©, ol I8

oo

R/
0.0

3

A

INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE
CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

» In-depth & Unbiased Market Information
Technology Breakthroughs

Reaches More Than 40,000 Personnel Across The Satellite &
Cable TV Industry every month

... You Know What You Are Doing
But Nobody Else Does

ADVERTISENOW! !

Contact:
Mob.: +91-7021850198
Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com

17 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2022



offering in English which marries the best UI/UX that
technology can offer with incisive, in depth, intelligent
and engaging content. News9 Plus will strive to be that
exact amalgam.”

WATCHO HAS 45 MILLION
SUBSCRIBERS

OTT platform Watcho has achieved aremarkable
feat of 45 million cumulative user basein India.

Watcho features short-format content across
genres and caters to the needs of viewers across the
spectrum. ThereareLive TV offerings, new-age original
content for those who are looking for variety, and user-
generated videos on Swag for exhibiting talent.

Anil Dua, Executive Director and
Group CEO, Dish TV Indig, said, “Weare
delighted to have achieved this
milestone of 45 million users on our
platform. When we embarked on the
journey of providing on-demand quality
content with the launch of Watcho, we
wanted to supplement our DTH user
viewing experience. Today, Watcho is
serving exciting exclusive content to all
itsusers, and at the sametime, it isalso offering Live TV
services on-the-go to DishTV and D2H customers.
Watcho isalso fast-emerging asthe preferred platform for
users to showcase their talent. We remain committed to
continuously strengthening our offering and improving
our user experience on the platform, and we are glad that
we are well on our way to achieving many more
milestones.”

Sukhpreet Singh, Corporate Head — Marketing,
DishTV and Watcho, said, “Engaging and short-format
content has always been an unmet need for viewers across
the country, particularly amongst millennials and GenZ
who are at theforefront of consumption aswell ascreation.
Riding on these trends, Watcho continued to gain
strength with astrong semi-urban presencein addition to
significant Tier-1 visibility. The app has notched up more
than 45 million user base so far. We are enthused with this
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new milestone Watcho has achieved in avery short time,
and we intend to continue to work towards making it the
first choice for our users.”

AIRTEL XSTREAM PREMIUM ON A
SINGLE APP

Bharti Airtel islaunching its new video streaming
service- Airtel Xstream Premium.

It will feature content from 15 Indian and global
video OTTs in one app. Customers will get accessto a
catalogue of over 10,500 movies and shows plus Live
channels from SonyL |V, ErosNow, Lionsgate Play,
Hoichoi, ManoramaMax, Shemaroo, Ultra, HungamaPlay,
EPICon, Docubay, DivoTV,
Klikk, Nammaflix, Dollywood,
Shorts TV on Airtel Xstream
Premium.

Everything comes in a
single app, single subscription,
single sign-in, unified content
search and Al-driven
personalised curation for each
user. Users can access Airtel
Xstream Premium across mobiles, tablets, |aptopsthrough
the app or web and on the TV through the Xstream set-
top-box.

Adarsh Nair, CEO - Airtel Digital, said, “Airtel
Xstream Premium is a game changing innovation to
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democratise OTT content in India by solving the key
challenges of content discovery, affordability and
distribution. As aunified digital platform, it'sawin-win
proposition for customers and OTT players alike as we
begin an exciting journey to make digital entertainment
mainstreamin India.”

Airtel istargeting 20 million subscriptionsthrough
this offering and is collaborating with many more OTT
players to make Airtel Xstream Premium the go-to
destination for digital entertainment in India.

ZEES5 HIRES ANIL KOTIAN

Zee5 has hired Anil Kotian as Sr Vice-
President - Revenue and will Head Agency
Relationshipteam.

Hewas previously associated with Publicis
Emil, wherehewasHead - India, Publicis Groupe's
integrated agency for Mercedes-Benz.

T-SERIES MAKES ITS OTT DEBUT

T-Series has made its OTT debut and ventured
into producing web-seriesfor OTT platforms.
T-Seriesaimsto captivatetheworld with
a wide range of movies and web shows
spanning over the genres of action thrillers,
biopics, murder mysteries, jailbreak dramasand
morein 2022 and beyond in the digital world.
Bhushan Kumar, Chairman and
Managing Director of T-Series, said, “Weat T-
Series have always believed in the power of
stories, be it through the music we make or the
films we produce. Taking forward this very
ideology, we are ecstatic to now foray into
producing web-shows with powerhouse
content makers such asAanand L Rai, Anubhav
Sinha, Nikhil Advani, Hansal Mehta, Sanjay Gupta, Bejoy
Nambiar, Suparn SVarma(TheFamily Man), Mikhil Musale
(Made In China), Soumendra Padhi (Jamtara) among
several more stalwarts. Through this we aim at offering
fresh, original and exclusive storiestailored for our viewers
across the globe.” |
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOCUS

BOOSTING
TELECOM,
BROADBAND &
TELEVISION
INFRASTRUCTURE

The ‘Make in India’ campaign will get a fillip
with the Gowt’s desire to boost the infrastructure
for telecom, broadband and Television.
This will address the much-needed shortfall
and gaps needed to propel investments
needed for this segment.

Scatmag looks at the issues which needs to be
addressed to boost the telecom, broadband and
television infrastructure and create the roadmap

for a super infrastructure.

BACKGROUND AND
ENABLING GOVERNMENT
POLICIES AND INITIATIVES

A) BACKGROUND
India is the world’s second-largest
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telecommunications market and has
registered strong growth in the last decade.
The country has mobile subscriber base of
around 1.16 hillion asof November 2021 which
isexpected to touch 1.42 billion by 2024. The
number of broadband subscriber base has
increased to 801.6 millionin November 2021
whichisexpected to touch 900 million by 2025.
India’s dataconsumptionisaround 12 GB per
Month/user and is likely to touch 25GB per
Month/User by 2025. Telecommunication
industry is enabled by acomplex value chain
that includes service providers, equipment
vendors and users. It plays asignificant role
in economic and social development of a
country. As the world gets more and more
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technologically advanced, most of the
emerging technol ogieswould ride on the telecom networks
leading to tremendous market opportunities in the sector.
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOCUS

The unprecedented growth and rapid digitization in the
sector have become the key factors to drive growth of the
networking and telecom equipment (NATE) market.

Thetelecomindustry’s contribution to GDPhas been
estimated to be 6.5% at present and would further increase
as the focus shifts to 5G deployments. Programmes like
Digital India, Smart Cities, Digital Saksharta Abhiyan
(DISHA), National Broadband mission, Industry 4.0 etc. are
expected to multiply the demand for telecom products and
in turn NATE. It is believed that India’'s digital economy
has the potential to reach USD 1 trillion by the year 2025
driven by increased proliferation of smart phones, improved
internet penetration, growth of mobile broadband, uptake
of data usage, and further penetration of social media. As
the government makes concerted efforts to digitize the
economy, the demand for affordable Networking and
Telecom Equipment (NATE) is expected to grow
considerably. It isthereforeimportant to promote domestic
manufacturing sector to meet the growing equipment
demand. Thisin turnwill contribute handsomely to the GDP
and employment in the country. It will also promote exports
and allow Indiato becomeimportant player ininternational
valuechain.
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The total
wireless data usage
inIndiagrew 1.82%
quarterly to reach
25,227 PB8 in the
third quarter of
FY21. Grossrevenue
of thetelecom sector
stood at Rs. 68,228
crore (US$ 9.35
billion) in the third
quarter of FY21.
Over the next five

FIGURE 1- Projectionsof the5G subscribers

Source: The Mobile Economy 2020- GSMA
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years, risein mobile-
phone penetration and decline in data costsislikely to add
500 million new internet usersin India, creating opportunities
for new businesses. The region-wise projections of the 5G
subscribers according to ‘The Mobile Economy Asia
Pacific- 2020 Report’ published by GSM association, isgiven
inFigure 1.

Therapidly growing number of mobile phone users
and the impending technological shift towards5G islikely
to be key catalysts and will fuel the market growth.
Advancements in wireless communication infrastructure
have already uplifted the demand for advanced NATE such
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOCUS

as mobile radio access network, microwave transmission,
IP telephony, optical transport, mobile backhaul, carrier
ethernet switches, routers, wireless packet core etc. 5G
network deployments mandate high speed all-pervasive
broadband, I nternet-of-Things (10T), Machine-to-Machine
(M2M) communication and Digitalization of societies. Itis
therefore likely to give rise to opportunities because of
introduction of new services and products, new
intermediariesinthevalue chain, and greater efficienciesin
productivity across industry verticals.

The huge exponentially increasing market, propelled
by the emerging 5G technology, provides tremendous
opportunities for equipment manufacturers to grow into a
potent player in the telecom universe. It becomes necessary
for acountry to have an agile manufacturing setup for NATE
so that value addition to the economy can be maximized.

The growth of the domestic Networking and Telecom
Equipment manufacturing (hereinafter referred asNATEM)
would create various forward and backward linkages and
expand demand for other electronic components. It would
also develop the technical know-how and skills of people
in the country, lower the import requirement for telecom
end products, and enable the sector to align with
Government of India’s vision of an Atmanirbhar-Bharat.
Robust NATEM sector is also a prerequisite in view of
growing security concerns regarding data privacy and
overarching geopolitical concerns surrounding personal
data protection.

The competitionintheglobal NATE market, however,
isintense. Key players are delivering diversified product
portfoliosto meet the customers’ needs. AsiaPacificislikely
to exhibit substantial growth inthe NATE market dueto the
significant ongoing internet infrastructure development.
The manufacturing companies in India need to align with
the ‘Make in India initiative of government and enhance
industry’s share in the economy. They should aspire to
emerge as an export hub for markets like South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), African,
and L atin American countriesto start with, and then emerge
as global market player inthis sector.

A review of the manufacturing scenario of NATE
shows that the country is not able to fully exploit the
upsurge in telecom sector. The sector, on one hand, isable
to bring foreign exchange to economy in form of foreign
direct investment (FDI), but on other hand, huge amount of
foreign exchangeisflowing out on account of pay-outsfor
theimported equipment, inputs, Intellectual Property Rights
(IPRs) and profit margins.
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TABLE 1 - EXPORT IMPORT DATA FOR NATE

Category/ Telegraphic Apparatus Mobile Telecom Cables Parts of Telephonic/
Period Telegraphic Apparatus

Export | Import | Excess | Export | Import| Excess | Export | Import | Excess | Export | Import | Excess

(in (in of Import (in (in | of Import (in (in of Import| (in (in of Import
Rs Cr) | Rs Cr) over Rs Cr) | Rs Cr) Rs Cr) | Rs Cr) Rs Cr) | Rs Cr) over
Export Export

2017-18 5221 48150 42929 1367 | 22788 21421 2775 4104 1329 1666 74527 72861
2018-19 6300 55816 49516 11396 | 11304 (92) 3122 5677 2555 1804 60907 59103
2019-20 5612 38590 32978 27225 | 7403 (19822) 3073 4305 1232 2166 56039 53873
2020-21 5249 35351 30102 14232 | 13389 (843) 2399 2879 480 1855 37753 35898
(Till 31.12.20)

The Export Import data on various components of
telecom manufacturing is presented in the table 1.

ELEMENTS OF LOCAL NETWORK
AND TELECOM EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING

Therearevariousfactsthat will haveto be addressed
simultaneously for promoting NATEM in India. As
envisaged in NDCP-2018, if India’s contribution to global
value chains is to be maximized by focusing on domestic
production, increasing exports, and reducing the import
burden, then initiatives need to be taken on several parallel
fronts as depicted in figure 2.

Each of these facets have been briefly explained
below:

I nstitutional mechanismsto over seepolicy initiatives

For time bound and focused approach on various
aspects of planning, policy formulation,
implementation, monitoring and development of the
whole ecosystem for manufacturing in the telecom
sector, proper institutional mechanism needs to be
put in place to formulate, implement, and monitor
various policy initiatives.

B)

Technical know-how

Inorder to createathriving NATEM ecosysteminthe
country, huge efforts on promoting Research &
Development (R&D) are required on priority. For
comprehensive focus on promotion of R& D, various
issues pertaining to funding R&D activities, Patent
Framework, rights and obligations of Standard
Essential Patent (SEP) holders, Licensing of Patents
on Fair, Reasonable and Non-Discriminatory

Source — TEPC

THar fafm & e gesl © M smm 22
29 1 ¥ I fopam T % |
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e &I @ AETRT & oI foEr 2 § gamE T E |
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Hifera wgell @l AR @ fOQ ST O

THAW o § fafmo & o @@ aiRRafaer @

fafi weqsl @ WEEE AT A s & fau

H b [0 ST FLATTT T 29T Bl SI9Tehdl
2l
<

ERICIMGRET]
T H UH A9~ TAUSEUH QIR Rl a a9 & g,
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% fercraromn 7 wafer [aiv= g5, U2 i, A Aavas
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fare F9YH, ®isgd TRl ded 9 eAd & @l
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(FRAND), Disputeresolution, centralized SEP Portal
requires attention. Further Incubation Centres, the
need for test beds, access to trials etc. needs to be
addressed. Additionally, R&D capability within a
country cannot be boosted without addressing the
issue of upgradation of manpower skills, introducing
specially curated curriculums based on international
|earning and establishment of design labsin academic
institutions. Another important aspect of the R&D
ecosystem is availability of test beds, testing, and
certification facilities. Given that the issue of
promoting R&D for local

NATEM has several facets FIGURE 2-Elementsof promotingNATEM

that need to be addressed, the
Authority feels that this
requires a separate focus and
therefore, the Authority has
decided to come out with a
separate consultation paper
on promoting R&D in the
sector.

Fundingavailability

Availability of adequate

financing options is

instrumental in strengthening

the manufacturing sector. Telecom and network
equipment manufacturing in India, still in its nascent
stage, requires easy availability of cheap credit and
multiple capital funding options.

Infrastructure

Beyond technical know-how and funding, a
manufacturer requiresinfrastructure for setting up
amanufacturing facility. Infrastructural disabilities
add to the cost differential which hinders growth
of the domestic market. Establishment of
manufacturing tech parks and extending incentives
to them, ensuring power availability at affordable
price, ascertaining availability of Information &
Communication Technologies (ICT) facilities and
affordable logistics are some of the steps that can
be taken to addresstheinfrastructure related i ssues
for NATE manufacturers.

Support toimprove Competitiveness

Sustained Development of NATEM in India can be
ensured only if it has a competitive edge. A buyer,
both within Indiaaswell asoutside, will prefer to buy
products at the most competitive price. In several

AGTHAT & | 38 AT SARAI hal, Te o
Bl AL, TIE0N T Ugd AN I HAIET HH a0l
A & | 39% AR, @ 591 & G e
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Qeafors FrEl H FEAE GATTL@IST S FITAT
&A1 | FHYN 9 [ qRRGfe 9 & Uh A
TEaqUl Jad qEeT [, JEE @ YHIOM s @
SUAEH © | ¥ 279 g I A
TAUIETA & foTu 31 U2 21 &1 Jgran
T & g @ %5 USd & [T Harad
F @ AETHAT 7, IS B
T AETHA & AT ZATTT qITerHTo
39 & § 3N UZ = &I 9eld & &
foTT U o1 WEd O & A AN
&1 e fpam 7 |

o9 Bl SUEEr
farfmToT &7 @1 aofgd @ | e
¥ | 1A § HAR AN edd S
frrmfor, stdt o1 STl R SR ¥ 7, 3% g Wi
HAATHT & |

YT G

qebriehl SRR AT BT 7 97, U AT 1 [&fmT
Afen =fya F & e g g & srasEsa
2 & | ATl ST HeHad @rTd S @l derdl ¢
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T B TG AT I GARA A, W HAd T
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countries, governments haverolled out fiscal incentive
schemesliketax holidays/deferment, introduction and
exemption of countervailing duties, availability of
cheaper capital etc. to improve the competitiveness
of locally manufactured products. In addition,
comprehensive schemes like preferential access to
market for locally manufactured products and offering
production linked incentives are also used as tools
for promoting local equipment manufacturing and to
overcome various cost disabilities.

Easeof doing business
For promoting any business activity, including
manufacturing, government needsto ensure that ease
of doing business environment exists. It also needs
to address issues related to delayed clearances and
approvals and too many compliances.

Export promotion
Policy measures are also required to ensure that the

telecom products manufactured in India are
showcased and promoted overseas.

Some of the above-mentioned elements of promoting
local manufacturing have been addressed in the past by
various policy measures that have been pronounced/
implemented by the Government. Some of the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI) Recommendationsin
the past have also dealt with these subjects in detail.

PROMOTING NATEM IN
INVOLVED

As discussed in the previous chapter, demand for
telecom productswould increase considerably in near future
owing to rapid digitization, technological innovations, and
adoption. The new infrastructure will pave the way for a
host of advanced customer-focused technologies such as
5G, Internet of Things(loT), Artificia Intelligence (Al) etc.;
the widespread deployment of which will drive the future
growth of equipment market. This, inturn, will drive growth
of Capital expenditure (CAPEX) inNATEM innext few years
inIndia

Promoting NATEM in India has two aspects, the
first being to attract the global leaders to manufacture in
India and the second to develop indigenous industries. To
addressthe former, the global giants may be encouraged to
set up manufacturing unitsin Indiafor key NATE. To cater
to the aspect of development of the indigenous industry,
policy focus towards making Indian manufacturers
competitive by providing suitable incentives and

INDIA — ISSUES
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progressive schemes will be required. This will not only
scal e up indigenous manufacturing to meet Indian demand
but will also help in competing with international giants.

Figure 2 brings out various elements of promoting
NATEM withinthe country. Theforemost isthe requirement
of putting in placeinstitutional mechanismsto decide policy
interventions, monitor itsimplementation, and take course
corrective measures. The next requirement istechnical know-
how. This should be supported by availahility of finances
and variousfiscal incentives. Availability of technical know-
how and capital should then be aided by manufacturing
facilitied infrastructure which normally comein theform of
manufacturing parks, where several manufacturing entities
are located. The Authority in its earlier recommendations
on Promoting Local Telecom Equipment Manufacturing
dated 03.08.2018, have dealt with some of these aspectsin
detail along with some financial and fiscal/non-fiscal
incentives.

TheAuthority in these recommendations stated that
‘DoT should coordinate with Ministry of Financefor making
available the following financing options, in line with the
practices followed by other export-oriented economies, to
indigenous tel ecom equipment manufacturers:

(i) Venture capital in the form of equity and soft loans.
(i) Project finance.

(i) Contract financing options.

(iv) Credit default insurance.’

DoT has informed TRAI that the Digital
Communication Commission (DCC) while considering the
said recommendations, has asked to seek further details
from TRAI on the same. Accordingly, through this
consultation paper, the Authority is seeking views of
stakeholders on various financing options for promoting
NATEM in India. In addition, the Authority is also seeking
views of stakeholderson variousfiscal/non-fiscal incentives
that can be offered for promoting NATEM in India.

Itisimperativefor Original Equipment Manufacturers
(OEM) to focus on newer and upcoming technologies to
ensure relevance in the global NATE market and for the
same, sufficient financial resources should be made
available. Since NATEM isessentially capital-intensive, a
major roadblock to rapid formation and expansion of an
equipment ecosystem in the country can be insufficient
availability of funds. It has been observed that easy
availability of capital, soft-loans, contract financing, and
credit default insurance are important for promoting
productivity acrossall manufacturing sectors. The Telecom
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industry was given infrastructure status by the government
inApril 2013. Thiswasaimed at boosting investment inthe
Telecom sector. However, the sector still suffers from lack
of sufficient inflow of credit. Thefacility of low-cost finance
for infrastructureitemsisreadily availableto manufacturers
in Europe, United States and Asian countries like Korea.
Low-cost finance intheform of speedy, easy availability of
loans from financial institutions as well as backing from
investors are needed for theinitial development of NATEM
in India. Thiswill help bring Indian manufacturers at par
with global players and promote local manufacturing. The
following sections discuss previous TRAI
recommendations in this regard, the action taken by the
government and attempts to explore the various financial
opportunities that are available to manufacturers.

Inits 2011 Recommendation TRAI has mentioned
variousfinancing optionsto equi pment manufacturers such
as

@ All domestic telecom equipment manufacturers
producing Indian Products or Indian manufactured
products and having an annual turnover of less than
Rs 1000 cr, should get accessto debt financefor capital
and working capital for a period of 5 years on
subsidized terms. The extent of subsidy will be 6% for
the Indian Product Manufacturers and 3% for
producers of Indian Manufactured Products. The
Government should formulate a subsidy scheme for
the purpose and the subsidy grants can be
channelized for disbursement directly to the lending
banks.

@ To createaTelecom Manufacturing Fund (TMF) for
providing venture capital to indigenous
manufacturing in the form of equity and soft loans
for supporting pre and post commercialization
product development and brand creation. The TMF
would be managed by a corporate body and headed
by a person of eminence in the field of banking/
venture capital finance.

Further in 2018 recommendationsthe authority stated
for creation of Telecom Research and Development Fund
(TRDF) withinitia corpusof Rs. 1000 Crore. Subsequently,
setting up of Telecom Entrepreneurial Promotion Fund and
Telecom Manufacturing Promotion Fund was also
suggested.

Subseguently in 2021 the government launched the
PLI scheme for telecom and networking products. The
objective of the scheme is to boost domestic NATEM by
incentivizing incremental investments and turnover.
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OVERVIEW OF THE
BROADCASTING SECTOR

EVOLUTION OF TELEVISION BROADCASTING
SECTOR IN INDIA

The growth story of the television broadcasting
sector in Indiais as fascinating as the content it delivers.
Theterrestrial broadcast of Television (TV) servicein Delhi
commenced on 29th September 1959 by the state-owned
Doordarshan (DD). During the 1982 Asian Games held in
Delhi, terrestrial broadcasting saw major expansion with
DD adding 20 new transmittersto the existing 211 to provide
national coverage for the first time. Asian Games also
introduced color television broadcast in India.

Cable television came to India in 1989 with few
entrepreneurs (Cable TV Operators) distributing local video
channels that transmitted movies and music videos. Cable
Operators usually confined their operations within small
areas, such as a housing complex. The advent of satellite
television in India was triggered by the broadcast of the
Gulf War in the 1990s. The coverage was done by the
American newschannel, Cable NewsNetwork (CNN) which
inturn, drove the use of satellite dishes by the Indian cable
operators for procuring CNN’s signals. The launch of Star
TV and Zee TV in 1992 further stimulated the spread of
cable TV. According to a study conducted by the market
researchfirm, M/sFrank Small for Star TV, fromamere 412,000
cable TV homesin January 1992, the number of cablehomes
went up to 1.2 million by November 1992. By the end of
1994, M/s Frank Small estimated the numbers of cableand
satellite homesat 11.8 million out of atotal of 32.4 million
TV-owning homes. The industry has since seen a double-
digit growth with current estimates suggesting around 212
million pay television subscribers. Figure 3 depicts growth
of TV households in India. Considering an estimated 40
million subscribers of free-dish, Indiahas 160-165 million
pay television consumers.

During its inception, the cable TV distribution
business was unregulated and fragmented, driven by
thousands of small-scale operators with a scattered client
base. Lack of regulation resulted in increasing disputes over
market control, royalty payments, copyright violations, etc.
The Government promulgated the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Ordinance 1994 on 29th September
1994 to bring order to the Cable TV sector. The ordinance
was later converted into the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act 1995 (hereinafter referred to asthe  Cable
TV Act/CTN (R) Act’) on 25th March 1995, wherein
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provisionsfor cable operator registration, their obligations,
program code, etc., have been specified.

The Government brought a standard policy/
regulatory framework for satellite broadcastersin 1999. The
policy Up linking/Down linking of TV Channels
encompasses the issues related to spectrum allocation,
content regul ation, and other aspects. Guidelinesfor Direct-
to-Home (DTH) platform were issued in 2001, and DTH
operations commenced in Indiain 2003. Subsequently, the
Government has brought in guidelines for Head-end Into
The Sky (HITS) operators and the Internet Protocol
Television (IPTV).

The ‘Cable TV
Act’ provides a
framework for the
hitherto unorganized
sector. However, the
cable TV operations
have largely remained
anal og with poor quality
of service and non-
transparency in service
agreementsamongst the

Figure3: Total TV Householdsin India
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Government, vide a 2004 @1 TH AT

notification dated 9th January 2004, decided to entrust
regul atory functions relating to the broadcasting and cable
TV sector to the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI/the Authority). Since then, the sector has undergone
massive transformation and growth. TRAI has enabled
proactive regulations that establish a level playing field
and transparency. The transparent regime has engendered
all round growth in the sector. Whether onelook at revenue
wise growth or number of television channels or the number
of distribution platform owners, the sector has set up new
benchmark of growth under the [able] watch of regulator
TRAI and policy makers at MIB. Effective regulatory
oversight has enabled one of thelowest pricesfor television
subscription acrossthe globe. At $5-7 the effective average
price of pay television subscription is 1/10th when
compared to United States.

With 901 TV channels, including 327 Pay TV
channels4, offered by 357 broadcasters, the Indian TV
industry istheworld’s second-largest TV viewing universe
acrossthe globe after China6. According to MediaPartners
Asia, there are 169 million TV households in Indiawhich
includes 42 million Terrestrial/Free Satellite connections.
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As of 31st March 2021, there are 1726 M SOs registered
with the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB).
Further, there are 12 MSOs & one Headend-In-The-Sky
(HITS) operator who have a subscriber base greater than
onemillion each. Thereare currently 4 Pay DTH operators
functional in India, providing television servicesto atotal
of 69.57 million subscribersason 31st March 2021. Further,
thereare 17 registered Internet Protocol Television (IPTV)
service providers. Thetotal subscriber base under the IPTV
segment islessthan amillion. However, with theincreasing
industry shift to convergence, the IPTV segment islikely to
see significant growth in days to come.

This consultation focuses on television broadcasting
through cable, DTH, HITS and IPTV. There are few other
transmission mechanisms that may enable broadcast for
wider usage like Digital Terrestrial Transmission (DTT),
Radio Broadcast services, satellite uplinking and
downlinking facilitiesetc. However, given the current market
structure, pay television broadcasting is predominantly
through cabletelevision, DTH, IPTV or HITS. Assuch, this
consultation paper is mainly covering issues related to
promotion of local manufacturing in television broadcasting
sector.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN LOCAL
MANUFACTURING — INDUSTRY STAKEHOLDER
VIEW

The previous chapters have touched upon the
evolution of the television broadcast sector in India. The
transformation and the exponential growth witnessed inthe
sector post digitalization have been discussed. Theexisting
level of local manufacturing in the television broadcast
sector, extant government policies and initiatives to assist
the domesti ¢ el ectronic manufacturing sector have al so been
dealt with. Based on these discussions, few important
observations emerge. First, it is seen that there is a huge
demand potential in the sector, which is still far from
saturation level, as far as 100% coverage of householdsis
concerned. It has also been discussed that there are wide-
ranging policy measures in place to assist the broader
electronic manufacturing sector, even if not specifically
focused on the television broadcasting sector. Further, it
has also emerged that despite the extant policy measures,
thetelevision broadcast sector is predominantly dependent
upon import for the deployment of equipment in the
distribution networks; the share of locally manufactured
equipment being to a limited extent. These observations
raise the question regarding the constraints that have
prevented the local manufacturing sector from capturing a
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greater market share of the substantial demand generated
by the sector. Based on the preliminary inputsfromindustry
stakeholders, the following sections attempt to summarize
such constraints.

At abroad level, some of the major concerns pertain
to the quality of the final products, cost of the products,
and the scale of production. Further, the lack of adequate
Research and Development (R& D) in the sector is another
area of concern for local production of television
broadcasting equi pment. These factors hamper the demand
for locally manufactured equipment. Without adequate
demand, the scaling up of production of local equipment
would not be incentivized, which in turn would not
incentivize R& D inthis sector. The need for astrong R& D
ecosystem isflagged as one of the key factorsfor promoting
local manufacturing in the broadcasting sector. However, it
may be appropriate to mention here that issues related to
R& D and innovation are being taken up separately through
another consultation paper being brought out by TRAI that
will focuson R&D issuesin detail.

Simply put, competitively priced products of
acceptable quality shall boost the demand for local
equipment, which should further stimulate the scale of
production of the television broadcasting equipment.
However, certain key issues such as high capital costs, lack
of financing optionsto the manufacturers, aheavy reduction
inimport tariffsin India, etc., act asroadblocksfor the Indian
industry to meet these objectives. Lack of adequate
infrastructure, absence of a strong supply chain and
logistics, limited value addition, inadequate availability of
partsand componentsat thelocal level, etc., are some other
important issues reportedly besetting the local
manufacturing industry in the television broadcasting
sector.

Based oninteractionswith theindustry stakeholders,
some of the major concerns afflicting the Indian broadcast
manufacturing sector are summarized below:

a) Heavy relianceon componentsfrom other countries:

Imports of components from China and Southeast
Asian markets have dominated the supply chain in
the television broadcasting industry, which adds to
the cost of locally manufactured equipment. Due to
this, on one hand, and the FTAS, on the other, the
imported product becomes available at a lower cost
compared to the local products, adversely impacting
the demand for domestic products. Thisfurther affects
the scalability of local production and the cost
competitiveness of domestic products.
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b)

0

Competing nations offering High Incentives/
Subsidies:

Manufacturers in other countries, e.g., China, have
the advantage of the availability of finance at
convenient terms for components used in the
€lectronics sector. In comparison, the Indian industry
does not have the benefit of easy access to financial
support on similar terms. Further, loans are provided
for exporting components from Chinato Vietham to
the Chinese companies, which manufacture in
Vietnam. Although the STB manufacturing ecosystem
isfairly established in India, with only about 40% of
components being obtained locally, manufacturers
face production cost challenges, where they get
competition from global companies. Componentsthat
are predominantly imported includeCs, PCBs, remote
control cards, software componentslike CAS, passive
components, etc. As per EY report60 the current cost
of equity in Indiaisestimated to be about 14% (13.61%
for IT/ITES sector). With recent softening of prime
lending rates (PLR), stakeholders during their
interactions with TRAI have also indicated that cost
of equity in Indiais between 10% to 12%. Asper EY
report60, average differential in cost of capita inIndia
compared to developed countries is 3%, which is
substantial.

Dependenceon foreign Conditional Access System
(CAS):

Asdiscussed earlier, CASisaproprietary component,
whose manufacturing has been historically dominated
by large foreign vendors from the US, Europe, and
China. For STB manufacturing, there are contract
manufacturers developing the core chipsets and
components and software applications. However, there
was limited expertise in Indiato devel op conditional
access system (CAS) boxestill some time back. The
development of Indian CAS was expected to break
this dependence and enable the adoption of local
STBs. However, due to techno-commercial reasons,
the availability of local CAS has so far not been able
to boost the demand for Indian STBs as anticipated.

L ow valueaddition:

Dueto the value chain immaturity in India, domestic
manufacturing here focuses primarily on last-mile
assembly. In India, OEM/ODM (Original Equipment
Manufacturing /Original Design Manufacturing) and
local suppliers of components are still in their
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D)

nascency. Most of the OEM is limited to low-value
addition, and this last mile assembly suggests that
the industry is still in the primary stages of making.
While most of the manufacturing happens in CKD
(Completely Knocked Down)/SKD (Semi-Knocked
Down) Formwith somelevel of localization, high-end
productsareimported in CBU (Completely Built Up)
form. Most of the EMS (Electronic Manufacturing
Services) and OEMsare mainly undertaking last-mile
assembly, and not much designing (R&D) is
undertaken in the country.

Impact of tradeagreementswith other countries:

As a consequence of India being a party to ITA
(Information Technology Agreement), WTO treaties,
and Foreign Trade Agreements (FTA), theimport costs
became lower than the local manufacturing costs for
many products. This, in turn, made it harder for the
domestic manufacturers to stay cost-competitive.

i ITA:

As an upshot of the execution of the IT
Agreement (ITA 1) of the WTO, thedomestic IT
hardware and electronics manufacturing sector
was hit first by the zero-customs duty system.
Under ITA-1, each member agreed to eliminate
customs duties and other duties and charges of
any kind withinthe meaning of Articlell, clause 1
(b) of Central Agreement on Tariff and Trade, 1994.
Indiajoined ITA on 25th March 1997. 217 tariff
lineswere brought down to zero since 2005, which
has resulted in acceleration of ITA imports. The
ITA covers a large number of high technology
products, including computers, telecommunication
equipment, semiconductors, semiconductor
manufacturing and testing equipment, software,
scientificinstruments, aswell asmost of the parts
and accessories of these products.
ii. FTA:

India had become party to a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA)/Preferential Trading
Agreement (PTA) with multiple countries and
more negotiationsin the form of agreementswere
in place in which the electronics hardware from
these countries shall beimported at apreferential
rate of duty, which islower than the usual rate of
tariff. FTAssigned by Indiaare with production-
driven economieslike Taiwan and Japan.
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f)

9)

Consumer electronics and home appliances are
facing an inverted duty structure due to the
introduction of FTAs, wherethefinished product
isimported at O percent concessional import duty,
while components import attract around 7.5
percent-10 percent customs duty, thus making the
final product more costly than the imported
product.
iii. ASEANFTA:

ImportsfromASEAN countries (primarily Viethnam
and Thailand) cover a large percentage of the
Indian STB industry. However, these STBs are
manufactured or redirected to India from such
markets by Chinese companies in Vietnam and
other ASEAN countries to exploit the FTA (i.e.,
without much value addition (VA) being donein
those countries and meeting the minimum 35
percent VA stipul ation as mentioned in the India-
ASEAN FTA).

Buyer’scredit giventolndianimportersof STBs:

Indian importers are allowed to avail buyer’s credit
for import for three years. According to CEAMA,
Chinese companies in Vietnam produce STBs and
export at 0% duty to India. Using easy creditsissued
by Chinese banks with a mandate to promote
exports, Chinese companies procure components
from China. In the form of buyer’s credit, the bank
financing used by Chinese companies for
component procurement is passed on to Indian
importers (cable operatorsand DTH operators). As
Indian banks do not provide buyer’s credit for STBs,
this makes importing more worthwhile than
purchasing from Indian suppliersfor the Indian STB
importers.

Infrastructural concerns:

Such as freight costs and logistics costs as well as
challengesin availability of quality power, land, and
labour at affordablerates, also createimpedimentsfor
local manufacturing in the sector. B
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CREATING THE 5G
ROADMAP

The 5G rollout is galvanising the industry into a
major growth phase. Will 5G impact the cable TV
industry? This is a moot point which needs to be
considered. 5G can impact cable Internet and it
turn prove detrimental to the cable TV business
model. There are certain disadvantages which
5G technology might have which can include
the infrastructure costs whereas the cable
infrastructure is already well-established
across the entire country, which allows the
cable companies to deliver service to people
living in rural and remote areas. 5G Spectrum
licensing and other bottlenecks are there
which needs to be addressed for a smooth
transition to the rollout of 5G.
Scatmag looks at some of the hitherto issues
which can prop up in the midst of the 5G
revolution which is soon bound to get underway

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT),
through itsletter dated 13th September 2021, hasinformed
the following to the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI):

a Based on the TRAI
recommendations dated
1st August 2018 and
response dated 8th July
2019 on DoT'’s back-
reference, Government
conducted auction of
spectrumin 700 MHz, 800
MHz, 900 MHz, 1800
MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz, 2500 MHz bandsin
March 2021. A total of
2,308.80 MHz spectrumworth Rs. 4,00,396.20 Crore at
Reserve Price in different band-L SA1 combinations
was put to auction, out of which 855.60 MHz quantum
was sold in the auction resulting in total winning bids
worth Rs. 77,820.81 Crore. No bidswerereceived in
700 MHz and 2500 MHz bands. Spectrum unsold in
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theauction held in March 2021 may be put to auction
in the forthcoming auction.

b) IntheTRAI recommendationsdated 1st August 2018,
spectrum in 3300-3600 M Hz band was al so included.
However, due to certain issues, the Government
decided to initiate action to auction spectrum in this
band separately after resolution
of theseissues and, therefore, it
was not a part of the auction
heldin March 2021. Now, asthe
issues have been resolved as
well as the range of available
frequencies in this range has
slightly gone up, it has been
decided by the Government that
spectrumin the frequency range
3300-3670 MHz should be made available to the
Telecom Service Providers for International Mobile
Telecommunications (IMT)/5G through auction.

¢) In addition to the above, new frequency bands
(mentioned below) have al so been decided to be used
for IMT/5G:

< 526-582 MHzinall the LSAsin coordinationwith
Ministry of information & Broadcasting (MIB).
The use will be coordinated with minimum keep
out distance from MIB transmitters.

« 582-617 MHz in al the LSAs. This band will be
availablefor IMT/5G and rura point to point links.

% 617-698 MHzin all the LSAsexcept afew areas/
locations.

& 24.25t028.5GHzinall the LSAsexcept certain
portion of thisfrequency rangeat 5locationswith
protection distance of 2.7 km.

d) DoT has also received few requests regarding
spectrum requirements for captive usage of 5G
applicationsby someindustriese.g. Industry 4.0. The
Céllular Operators Association of India (COAI) has
also submitted a letter regarding Private Captive
Network, wherein they have inter-alia requested not
toreserve any spectrum which hasbeenidentified for
IMT, for Private Captive Networks.

e) Parliamentary Standing Committee on Information
Technology initsreport on “India’s preparedness for
5G” has made certain observations on pricing of
spectrum. Also, DoT hasreceived request from COAI
regarding effective spectrum pricing.
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f) Department of Space (DoS) had invited commentson
Draft Spacecom Policy liberalizing space segment for
private sector participation to provide commercial
communication services in India. This includes the
Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO)
satellite constellations operational over India. In case
of satellite communication, the subscriber isaccessed
from the satellite through “ Access spectrum” similar
to “Access spectrum” in terrestrial network and the
demand for such spectrumwill potentially increasein
the future.

In view of the above, DoT through
its afore-mentioned letter dated 13th
September 2021, under the terms of clause
11 (2)(a) of TRAI Act, 1997 as amended by
TRAI Amendment Act 2000, has requested
TRAI to:

a Provide recommendations on
applicable reserve price, band plan,
block size, quantum of spectrumto be
auctioned and associated conditions
for auction of spectrum in 526-698
MHz, 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100
MHz, 2300 MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300-3670 MHz and 24.25-
28.5GHz bandsfor IMT/5G

b) Provide recommendations on quantum of spectrum/
band, if any, to be earmarked for private captive/
isolated 5G networks, competitive/transparent method
of allocation, and pricing, for meeting the spectrum
requirementsif captive 5G applications of industries
for machine/plant automation purposes/M achine-to-
Machine (M2M) in premises.

c) Provide recommendations on appropriate frequency
band, band plan, block size, applicable reserve price,
guantum of spectrum to be auctioned and associated
conditions for auction of spectrum for space-based
communi cation services.

d) Provide any other recommendations deemed fit for
the purpose of spectrum auction in these frequency
bands, including the regulatory/technical
requirementsas enunciated in the relevant provisions
of the latest International Telecommunication Union
(ITU)-R Radio Regulations.

Subsequently, vide its letter dated 23rd September
2021 (Annexure-1.2), DoT hasinformed that the Government
has taken the following decisions with regard to future
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spectrum auctions and requested TRAI to consider/factor
in the same while providing recommendations in response
toDoT searlier letter dated 13th September 2021

a Rationalizing Bank Guarantees to securitize
Deferred Annual Spectrum payment instalmentsin
future spectrum auctions: For spectrum auctions
held in the future, the requirement for the successful
bidder to submit aFinancial Bank Guarantee (FBG)
of an amount equal to one annual instalment to
securitize theinstalment, and to submit Performance
Bank Guarantee (PBG) for roll out obligations etc.,
will be dispensed with. DoT will also appropriately
address the eligibility conditions for participation
in the auction, so that the participants have
sufficient financial capacity.

b) Increaseinduration of SpectrumAllocation: Infuture
auctions, access spectrumwill be assigned for aperiod
of 30years. However, sincein past auctionsthereserve
prices and bids were corresponding to validity of 20
years, therewill beno changeinthetenurefor spectrum
acquired in past auctions.

¢) Regular conduct of Spectrum Auction on annual basis:
Spectrum auctions will be held normally in the last
quarter of every financial year. Whenever necessary,
auctions can be held at shorter intervals also.

d) Provisions for Surrender of Spectrum: In order to
encourage better utilization of spectrum and to
encourage business, for the auctions conducted
henceforth, Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) may be
permitted to surrender spectrum after aminimum period
of 10 (ten) years. TSPswill have to inform one year
prior to surrendering their spectrum. An appropriate
surrender fee will be charged. However, the spectrum
purchase dues for the remaining (post surrender)
period will not belevied.

€) No Spectrum Usage Charges (SUC) for Spectrum
acquired in future auctions: For spectrum acquiredin
futureauctionsno SUC will be charged. The condition
of minimum 3% weighted average SUC rateand SUC
floor amount will also be removed. Guidelineswill be
issued by DoT to operationalize this decision.

f)  Sharing of Spectrum: In order to encourage spectrum
sharing for better utilization and efficiency, henceforth
spectrum sharing will not attract an increase in the
SUC rate by 0.5%. Guidelines have aready been
amended by DoT to operationalize this decision.
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Accordingly, DoT vide its said letter dated 23rd
September 2021 has requested TRAI to provide its
recommendations on the following al so:

a Whileundertaking auction for spectrum with validity
for 30 years, recommendations on associated
conditions like upfront payments, applicable
moratorium period after upfront payments, number of
deferred payment instalments and other related
modalities.

b) For creating provisions for surrender of spectrum,
conditions and fee for such surrender of spectrum.

TRAI through itsletters dated 27th September 2021
and 8th October 2021, sought certain additional information/
clarificationsfrom DoT. Responseto TRAI letter dated 8th
October 2021 was submitted by DoT vide its letter dated
21st October 2021. Most of the information/clarification
sought vide TRAI letter dated 27th September 2021 have
been provided by DoT videitsletters dated 2nd November
2021 and 27th November 2021.

Earlier, on a reference from DoT, the Authority
(TRAI) had sent its recommendations on Auction of
Spectrumin 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100
MHz, 2300 MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300-3400 MHz and 3400-3600
MHz bands on 1st August 2018 and, subsequently, in
response to the back reference received from DoT, the
Authority sent its recommendations on 8th July 2019.
Spectrum auction was held in March 2021, wherein
spectrum in al the bands mentioned above except 3300-
3600 MHz were put to auction. In total 2308.80 MHz
spectrum was put to auction in March 2021 out of which
855.60 MHz was sold i.e., about 63% of total spectrum
remained unsold. In the present reference received from
DoT through its letters dated 13th September 2021 and
23rd September 2021, DoT has stated that spectrum unsold
intheauction heldin March 2021 along with the additional
spectrum may be put to auction in the forthcoming auction.
In addition, DoT has included spectrum fregquencies in
526-698 MHz, 3300-3670 MHz and 24.25-28.5 GHz bands.
Through its letter dated 27th November 2021, DoT has
included additional spectrumin’5LSAsin 1800 MHz band.

In this Consultation Paper, background information
about spectrum frequencies 526-698 MHz, 3300-3670 MHz
and 24.25-28.5 GHz (mmWave), which are proposed to be
auctioned for the first time, is given in detail. Spectrum
auctions in other bands have been held earlier, detailed
background information was given in earlier consultation
papers issued at the relevant times. However, information
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mainly about present availability of spectrumin thesebands
isgiven in this paper.

ISSUES FOR CONSULTATION

€ Whether some spectrum should be earmarked for
localized private captive networks in India? Kindly
justify your response

€ Incaseitisdecided to earmark some spectrum for
localized private captive networks, whether some
guantum of spectrum be earmarked (dedicatedly)
from the spectrum frequencies earmarked for IMT
services and/or spectrum frequencies earmarked for
non-IMT serviceson location-specific basis (which
can coexist with cellular-based private captive
networks on shared basis)? Kindly justify your
response with reasons.

@ Incase it is decided to earmark some quantum of
spectrum for private captive networks, either on
exclusive or shared basis, then

a) Spectrum under which band(s) (or frequency
range) and quantum of spectrum be earmarked
for Private Network in each band? Inputs may be
provided considering both dedicated and shared
spectrum (between geographically distinct users)
scenarios.

b) What should be the eligibility conditions for
assignment of such spectrum to private entities?

¢) What should be the assignment methodol ogy,
tenure of assignment and its renewal, roll-out
obligations?

d) What should be the pricing mechanism for
assignment of spectrum in the band(s) suggested
for private entities for localized captive use and
what factors should be considered for arriving at
valuation of such spectrum?

€) What should be the block size and spectrum cap
for different spectrum band(s) suggested in
response to point (a) above.
f)  What should be the broad framework for the
process of
(i) filing application(s) by enterprise at single
location, enterprise at multiple locations,
Group of companies.

(i) payment of spectrum charges,
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(i) assignment of frequencies,

(iv) monitoring of spectrum utilization,
(v) timelinefor approvals,

(vi) Any other

g) Any other suggestion on the related issues may
also be made with details. (Kindly justify your
response with reasons).

Issues related to Quantum of Spectrum and
Band Plan

Q1 Whether spectrum bandsin the frequency range 526-
617 MHz, should be put to auction in the forthcoming
auction? Kindly justify your response.

Q2 If your answer to Q1 above isin affirmative, which
band plans and duplexing configuration should be

adopted in India? Kindly justify your response.
Q3

In case your answer to Q1 isin negative, what should
bethetimelinesfor adoption of these bandsfor IMT?
Suggestions to make these bands ready for adoption
for IMT may also be made along with proper
justification.

Q4 Do you agree that 600 MHz spectrum band should
be put to auction in the forthcoming auction? If
yes, which band plan and duplexing configuration
should be adopted in India? Kindly justify your

response.

Q5 For 3300-3670 MHz frequency range, which band plan
should be adopted in India? Kindly justify your

response.

Do you agree that TDD based configuration should
be adopted for 24.25 to 28.5 GHz frequency range?
Kindly justify your response

Q6

Q7

In case your response to Q6 is in affirmative,
considering that there is an overlap of frequenciesin
the band plans n257 and n258, how should the band
plan(s) along with its frequency range be adopted?
Kindly justify your response.

Q8 Whether entire available spectrum referred by DoT in
each band should be put to auction in the forthcoming
auction? Kindly justify your response.

Issues related to Block Size

Q9 Sinceupon closure of commercial COMA servicesin
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the country, 800 MHz band isbeing used for provision
of LTE services,

a  Whether provision for guard band in 800 MHz
band needs to be revisited?

b. Whether there is aneed to change the block size
for 800 MHz band? If yes, what should be the
block size for 800 MHz band and the minimum
number of blocksfor bidding for existing and new
entrants?

Q10Do you agree that in the upcoming auction, block
sizes and minimum quantity for bidding in 700 MHz,
900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz and 2500
MHz bands, be kept same as in the last auction? If
not, what should be the band-wise block sizes and
minimum quantity for bidding? Kindly justify your
response.

Q11 Incaseitisdecidedto put to auction spectrumin 526-
698 MHz bands, what should be the optimal block
size and minimum quantity for bidding? Kindly justify
your response.

Q12 What should be optimal block size and minimum
quantity for bidding in 3300-3670 MHz band?Kindly
justify your response.

Q.13 What should be optimal block size and minimum
quantity for bidding in 24.25-28.5 GHz?Kindly justify
your response.

Issues related to Eligibility Conditions for
Participation in Auction

Q.14 Whether any change is required to be made in the
existing eligibility conditions for participation in
Auction as specified in the NIA for the spectrum
Auction held in March 2021, for the forthcoming
auction? If yes, suggestions may be made in detail
withjustification.

QJ51n your opinion, should the suggested/existing
eligibility conditions for participation in Auction, be
made applicablefor the new spectrum bands proposed
to be auctioned? If not, what should be the eligibility
conditionsfor participating inAuction? Kindly justify
your response.

Issues related to Interference mitigation in
TDD bands

Q.16 Is there a need to prescribe any measure to mitigate
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possible interference issues in 3300-3670 MHz and
24.25-28.5 GHz TDD bandsor it should beleft to the
TSPs to manage the interference by mutual
coordination and provisioning of guard bands?

Q.17 In case your response to the above question isin
affirmative,

a whether there is a need to prescribe provisions
such asclock synchronization and frame structure
to mitigate interference issues, as prescribed for
existing TDD bands, for entire frequency holding
or adjacent frequencies of different TSPs?If yes,
what should bethe frame structure? Kindly justify
your response.

b. Any other measures to mitigate interference
related issues may be made along with detailed
justification.

Issues related to Roll-out Obligations

Q.18 Whether the roll-out obligations for 700 MHz, 800
MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz and
2500 MHz as stipulated in the NIA for last auctions
held in March 2021 are appropriate? If no, what
changes should be madeintheroll out obligationsfor
these bands?

Q.19 What should be associated roll-out obligations for
the allocation of spectrumin 526-698 MHz frequency
bands? Should it be focused to enhance rural
coverage? Kindly justify your response.

Q.20 What should be associated roll-out obligations
for the allocation of spectrum in 3300-3670
MHz frequency band? Kindly justify your
response.

Q.21 What should be associated roll-out conditionsfor the
alocation of spectrumin 24.25t0 28.5 GHz frequency
range? Kindly justify your response.

Q.22 While assessing fulfilment of roll out obligations
of anetwork operator, should the network elements
(such BTS, BSC etc.), created by the attached VNO,
be included? If yes, kindly suggest the detailed
mechanism for the same. Kindly justify your
response.

Issues related to Spectrum Cap

Q.23 Whether there is a need to review the spectrum cap
for sub-1 GHz bands? If yes, what should be the

&1 3ur Ml &7 &l AavEdaT & 91 39 SuAd 1
B2 31 T a1feT difcs SO F9+a 3T ME 42 &
T SN ERIE F G fRAT S e (R A
TAT @ AT IS B |
9.17 A SUET Yo T ATIHT IaT ThITHE &-
T. o1 i Sroadt & HYOT Wiaddr alfesT a1 3
W & T Aiqer SR 32 & fog feifa
FIAET &l B B H & (00 T2 FehIgaiod
THH T ST UTGEIHT bl e a7 ahl Sasadhadl
=7afE &, a1 WA FEAT 9 2T a1ey Tua ST
iR o e frg & |
1. e A9l qET @1 Y BT & U B I I
ferga Sifaer & =g fopg o A1 % |
qd e el & dafa qg
.18 1 419 2021 § &5 (W Al & o TI3msy H Fef
9 700 TMEZH, 800 FEIHA, 900 FMEIH, 1800
TS, 2100 FESS, 2300 FMESS AT 2500 FTES,
q & fo1T 7 33 e SRd 2 7afe T8, o 3 990
% o0 Tt 332 al § & 9iacd fed A aifeu’?
9.19 526-698 WESA Wiaddl 92 § WaH & 3Mded &
T @adel dgM 97 &M died [6dl AT a1y ?
FHHA O ufcfRar @ e frg &7 |
7.20 3300-3670 TMEHA Hlaaddl 92 ¥ Ta¥ & 3MEe &
foTq Herg 71 33 STd a1 2l a1ed 7Hua o
fcifonan @1 A g &7 |
J.21 24.25 F 28.5 TS Wil o1 § Tezq & e
% foTq Faeg T A3 o1 1 BT ARy 7 U A
fcifoRaT @1 e g & |
7.22 12qd AW & U A AT i il & HAThe
FHI T, A AT ENT g T Jeds adi (5
AT, AT ) B e fpar A AR ? afe
2, 1 9T 39 fo1 [ oo &l g3 & (H9an Al
afcifoRan @ A g & |
WHH »7 ¥ HERE qg
T.23 7 F9-1 e a2 & o0 Taeq &7 I T Hi
@ AEvTRT 27 AR & a1 Fa-1 e a & fog
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spectrum cap for sub-1 GHz bands. Kindly justify your
response.

Q.24 Keeping in mind the importance of 3300-3670
MHz and 24.25-28.5 GHz bands for 5G, whether
spectrum cap per operator specific to each of
these bands should be prescribed? If yes,
what should be the cap? Kindly justify your
response.

Q.25 Whether there should be separate spectrum cap for
group of bands comprising of 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz,
2300 MHz and 2500 MHz bands together? If yes,
kindly suggest the cap along with detailed
justification.

Q.26 Whether overall spectrum cap of 35% requires any
change to be made? If yes, kindly suggest the
changes along with detailed justification.

Q.27 For computation of overall spectrum cap of 35%,
should the spectrumin 3300-3670 MHz and 24.25-
28.5 GHz bands be included? Kindly justify your
response.

Q.28 Any other suggestion regarding spectrum cap may
also be made with detailed justification. B

T &Y T & AT LHUT STAT Tfcifohar &1 St
g &7 |

7.24 551 & [T 3300-3670 FMESSH AN 24-25 7 28.5
edst d= & 7ed # &M § 759 g, &1 &4 7
T 9% & [T (G192 9T 3uvey Teaeq &d Merid
P A AT AfE & A1 &9 F B aiey (Huan
JUT UiTohaT @1 e g &7 |

9.25 &1 1800 HECS, 2100 HESH, 2300 &S AT
2500 WESA J2 AT 42 & T & [0 AT Hegd
9 &N ARe? Afe &, o e forga Siftae & @y
HAferbe™ AT @ A < |

T.26 T 35% h THT THeH AT | [ehAT aeerd bl SAasdehd]
77 A &, a1 g foa e & A1 aRaeHl @
TE @ |

9.27 35% @l T a2 &9 @l TIHT & [0 T 3300-
3670 TESH AT 24.25 T 28.5 TWMESH §T H
A oM foRam ST afeq 7opuan 3o afcifoRar &
Fta g &4 |

7.28 foFgd AMIA & WY ™ o9 & q99 4 35 T
A 1 &I S AHA £ | W
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An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.

Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/

Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.

Hifsareie

T 1 T 4 Feaqof a2r3r
97 U% A Y
AT FMF FTGH
g2t HIf2T HIFT AT TLAIT /BITIRE BT T A9
ST 2 B A9 |

LEVEL PLAYING FIELD

VITAL FOR
ELECTRONIC MEDIA

INDUSTRY

Media Industry Set To Undergo A Sea

Change Which Ultimately Should

Prove Beneficial To All Sakeholders

gelagie Hiedl JarT @

foTq clae wigT e
HEqul

fifeqar 3T U g geord & R &
I @7 & @ Sidas a9 Rauns &
forT wrgews gifea &Ar @Ry

A. NTO:2 TO BE WITHDRAWN? T. TS 2.0 & 999 foar sam?

1 Inasurprisedevelopment on February 15,2022, the | 1, 15 wtail 2022 &1 Uk Mvadeiie HeHA |, T
NTO:2 appeals filed by the Broadcasters in the 7T S B B 3 80.06.2021 F BT PIATE
Supreme  Court oo
against the Bombay EEIG aﬁz‘ﬁ 3T GEsh
High Court decision 2.0 319l &7 a9F o fordn
dated 30.06.2021 T | g B A A
werewithdrawn. The B E ~
Supreme Court, A WEL W Il
while allowing the HIE H A BN A o
withdrawal, gave 8T dEl
leave to the " SR AR
Broadcasters to *
return to the Court, A for AT % BT S
by stating: AT B TR [BaT AT
< The Special g @M & A1 FarT gol

Leave Petitions Ty E

are dismissed .. N .
aswithdrawn. All questionsof law openarekept | 2. 24 AT &l AT H, 21 7 TS 2.0 & dHriET
open. @1 AT B gBe & S 2022 T& gl fET

2 Inpreparation for thiswithdrawal, TRAI had already o41110.01.2022 &I UF [Sifed AT § 2@ o
extended the implementation date of NTO:2to June T o7 o 20 aredr of o gre Gifsd e &
2022. A digital news story on 10.01.2022 had T AT Tl & ST 9T U 4T WS O A e
claimed that TRAI wanted the Broadcasters to N N~ \? 5 AE I
withdraw their appeals in the Supreme Court to ® %1:1 g@ﬁq Ple T ) T | St
issue a new Consultation Paper based on its F Al Badl 2022 § T AT Fad g 3gd ERIRC
discussions with the aggrieved Broadcasters. The o |
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TRAI Chairman was also quoted saying the same
thing in February 2022.

3. TAUASN & g aTl A e daA BSIH

(gamsSiefios) & o @R 2021 § TR 2 &

3 ;heMSOIedAII IndiaCabIeFedberatzigg(AlDCF) hed HEATIIT & R H & [T 25 @l o or |39
sowrittento TRAI in November 1 to postpone o s ‘ g
NTO:2 implementation. It complained of the “high 2w Ercrc{ N SR B S
prices” fixed by Broadcasters a1 forp qi I8
consequent to NTO: 2 stating: % UIESHINE T [amE 7 s 2.0
< AIDCF has requested the 77 fi57 % farerm? @71 S g @ 74 A
Regulator revisit the NTO 2.0 & BIFET 3T 4 UdA @& [T T F9gd
and ensure astrong frarrmork grar 3 ifedt & #e @ ghfad & @&
and set of policiesto restrict the e BT B
Broadcasters from exploiting the new rules. . 87'7‘@ :ﬁ o o ENS
« Major Broadcasterssuch as Sony Pictures, ZEE, : . L ET(’ 7 18 f\n ggz?
Star, and Viacom 18 increased the price of their 9‘3”3%7 7 famet & quf § 579 FTEe? Sl F B
driver channels by 200% to 400% in the last 7 200 gfsiT & 400 Gfsid &1 gls @1 ST
two years and have kept them out of bouquets. T g% H T T B
o T:IS Fe)IU|ShEi CU.St(.)merS to pur((:jhcl’:lse thS.e & g7 ‘JISd)I‘ af]' a7 d"l("ﬁ % (“/GH/%?W/"/ 5737 dﬂ(g/@ q;}qd
channels” subscriptions on a standalone basis W Bz AT T T & apd e
for ahigher price. It will further result ininflated . - -
bill prices for the consumers. 3/WQ7EU77]73335‘7 SYHIFAIH % fer et T il
«» AIDCF also asked the Regulator to come out 7 ?7?37 & |
with a regulatory set of frameworks and policies & QOESITE T famE @l sier-g-erg (i)
for the over-the-top (OTT) platforms and W T SaEr & e g g A & u#
applications, foama 72 & 71 A % forg o @Er 2
4 In_theFebruary 2022 column of M edia Beat, this . NitaEe & wEd 2022 & F@W § 24 W@EE J
writer had quoted the statement of the Secretary - . % wRT 5 s e B A
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Mr ISR - . 342@
Apurva Chandra, who told the CII Big Picture FeTel fea o, P Teet 2021 § demgens fam
Media summit in November 2021 that the et difsan fora7 a9 § %ar of 6 Tar @Ee 2
G(_)vernment was commi_tted to would like to have ?’gﬁ&Ff 97 BfereeT & w7 ¥ 3w &1 & & forg
"light-touch regulation and act more as g o |92 T =Y & @ I B & T
facilitators." This was clearly aimed at appeasing - e - o Es !
the Broadcasters. qal
% Inresponse, Mr K Madhavan, Chairman, Cl| < A H, & A, A, WALIHE A
National Committee on Media & Entertainment TS A HISTT U UTSTHE AT el Ha AN
aDr_ld Cog]try Man?g((ajr_ &&Pétesidlen(tj,. Thedv:lglé THigz, T dfve R &U1 3RaT Us =R
sn ompany India ar India, an . -
president had sited, | S A7 ST e 1w A
4 “ltisessential that we be allowed to freely ¢ = WSW%%@W_ ! . T @ A
flourish with the power to self-regulate. Self- AT AT B 7 BA-Ge @l SgA &
regulatory bodies for both T.V. and digital A | 21t 3 Bfaea gt & o @ Aarme
";]“e Workiggtﬁﬂtrﬁ]my WZ':f i”t_”(‘;"ah TZ‘TV e e 7 agd e a7E 4w a7 R E
ave prov at they can effectively handle 5 3 B 3= Rt
complaints and concerns, without any ,Wﬁ‘qﬂo o gl ) it
interference from policymakers and 37 A % e & [T fomrdr S
regulators.” faarsit @I qurEt @7 F 79T q%d 2 |
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4 Regulations like NTO 1 and 2 did not
address the interests of any stakeholders,
including the customers. The silver liningin
this matter is that the new Chairman of
TRAI, Dr Vaghela and histeam aretaking a
keen interest in addressing the Industry's
concerns on priority.

4 \We hope to have a more proactive and
positive approach fromthe Regulator. There
needs to be light-touch regulation to not
hold the Industry back.

The new Chairman TRAI, Dr
Vaghela, had then taken a non-
committal stance in his response,
stating:
% TRAI's main motto is to
create a level-playing field
for all stakeholders... and
ensure a balance between
Broadcasters and distribution operators.

«» The fact that our tariffs in broadcasting are
among the lowest in the world exemplifies that
Trai interventions have helped the consumers.

Quite clearly, back-channel talks have been held in
recent months between the Ministry/Regulator and
the Broadcast community to redraw the regulatory
framework which the Broadcasters (have always
allegedly and incorrectly stated) that the
Regulations and Tariff Orders favoured the
Distribution industry. A new Minister, Mr Anurag
Thakur, familiar with issuesraised by Broadcasters
would have helped in a greater understanding of
the Broadcaster viewpoint. (NOTE: Barring the
AIDCF, whichislimited to a handful of large MSOs,
there is no evidence of any consultation with
national or regional Cable Operator
associations).

It is now ten years since mandated digitisation took
hold from 2012. The entire burden of the up-gradation
of networks and installation of millions of set-top
boxes has been a spectacular achievement of the
Cable Industry and, (to some extent), DTH without
any incentives or support whether from the
Government in terms of industry status for the
Industry (given to Film Industry in 2000) or tax
incentives.

& TS 1 3 2 F7 Rfgw TrEel afka
faait ot feeremas & fadl @I qaifad T8 &7
|37 qH § 3T @I (BT 98 B f g @
TI 3778 T qHAT T BT T CEIT B
farsir & qrEfEAE & AT 9T 5T HH F
TEAT Reradr @ & &

& 3 [ F A% Al ST AHREE SieehT
@I STIT HT E | T2 @l W5 T8 754 @ forg
@ige q VW9 & @Ry

5. W & T T . FH I
a9 T YfdIRRaT § U T-gfas wE
SO o, F T T o
& 2 BT T 359 AT feaenat
# foro quIT SEaT A9 . AT
TARG g [ HE % did qged
ghafeaa @7 2|
T T8 B & TR § # 2R% gHAr 4 qad &
g, 39 aId &7 SEII & [ G & &% 4
IUFATST # Fee e 21

. T ®Y A, B & geM § daed /fEme A g

e % 49 FEme o @ R § T @ & o
% T A g5 7, O WA A (T HiUa w9 7
AR TAq A T FE 8) [ At aw 2Rw smea
feIToT ZEITT &1 9et o & | TARal B1 32 T Y&l 4
ufifead U T AT =1 S T 4 uAvEl @
aftegron mem § "eg @l & (Aee CesEHs
@l BIgH, it FB T WY I3 TACHS @
@it ¥, U ar @Ay duw @rwed @
gl & arg fedt W wEd & #g aga T
?1)

g 2012 7 NG fedia & 7 O & ™

2| 92T & YU AT @Al A 219 G dl T @

QU S Had @ H UF e Iuare T 2
AT (B &8 d&) QA AT B dieed |
T & dle 98 TN & AMd § TEN 4 2 | TEM &
fre &=t (2000 % fFe @™ @ A w) @ &
IIATEA |
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8.

10.

The Tariff structure between 2004-2012 was one-
sided and based on the Analogue Tariff Regime,
favouring broadcasters. This failure of the
Regulator to create a level playing field till 2016
helped Broadcasters massively increase the pay
channel subscriber base. Most balance sheets of
listed MSOsswaminred ink.

In 2016, a comprehensive effort was made by TRAI
to create alevel playing field for all the sectors of the
Industry, keeping customer viewpoint as the
paramount objective by bringing in the New Tariff
Order.

However, the New Tariff Order underwent fierce
legal battles in the Madras High Court, ultimately
culminating in adefinitive Supreme Court order in
Civil Appeal No 7326-7327 of 2018 dated
30.10.2018 wherein by the eloquent judgment of
Justice Rohinton Nariman, the Supreme Court
stated in Para 37 of its judgment

7

«» The Explanatory Memorandum shows that the
focus of the Authority has always been the
provision of a level playing field to both
Broadcaster and subscriber.

< For example, when high discounts are offered
for bouquetsthat are offered by the Broadcasters,
the effect is that subscribers are forced to take
bouquets only, as the a-la-carte rates of the pay
channels that are found in these bouquets are
much higher.

«» Thisresultsin perverse pricing of bouquets vis-
a-vis individual pay channels. In the process,
the public ends up paying for unwanted
channels, thereby blocking newer and better T.V.
channels and restricting subscribers' choice. It
is for this reason that discounts are capped.

« Whiledoing so, however, full flexibility has been
given to Broadcasters to declare the prices of
their pay channels on an a-la-carte basis.

The Authority has shown that it does not
encroach upon the freedom of Broadcasters to
arrange their business as they choose.

Also, when such discounts are limited, a
subscriber can then be free to choose a-la-carte
channels of his choice.

KD

S

KD

S

7

< Thus, the flexibility of a formation of a bouquet,
i.e., the choice of channels to be included in the

8.

10.

2004-2012 & 19 2% F7EHT Uha % 41 AT TATH
@ el § TATAT 2R e 97 Senia o 2016 I
Ueh A9 TG a9 | S2es f 34 [aWhedt | Yo
%I U I FABEAT 99 § g3 Y I Jhs &I H HeE
P! | gdIaE THOASAT Sl AR Ferasie drd Al J
T

. 2016 ¥ 215 BN TET & AW & & [0 U THE

HIT G & [0 Ueh AT9e AT foham T o, o
TEH & Z2H P FAMUR TIT ZT TN SREG ST
@Y feam T o |

2Tich 7Y SR% R T 7eW Tog FAd § YT

AT @SS @], IAds 2018 Hi Rfaw e T

7326-7327 f&Ti® 80.10.2018 ¥ ux fHivmd

Adied @I & AR H U g5, L i

e T & areug Mo g1 wEied = |1 319

Tl % U 87 § el B

% FREIA® F9T 7 T8 9T TAdr & [ G
&1 BT I qISHIZT T TABIZIT &l & [
I SGaT Y& #7H & 7@ 2

% TSI & [T Fq GANB BERT 99 BT A ard
9% % [oq 327 52 @ TIHIT H ATA & Al TR
gHTE T8 EIT & [ FABET el § o B [oid
TAGT & &, i 37 g@ § 9 A ar T G
# F-aT-HIE 37 TFT A F

& A% GRUEET ATT-HAT T A9l B e 7
g% 1 eI qod e BT & | 39 9iar § ST
srgifed el & forg AT et & G T G
gHE HIHd & AT & | F81 98 & [ g2 @ 1 aF
T E
BT B F-A-BIC AT 97 Gif9d & @ fog
quf @dfiareT faar T3 &

% QIErBTT o [T 2 @ 9ArE BT 39 a4 #
T HT HI QAAAT BT SBAT T&T HT &
S F gATE |

& 7Y &, 79 37 TE F 92 AT &t & a9 TEE
HYH THE B -~ I g & [ =T
&1 7T 2 |

> 37 UBN, g% & T H i, e O el
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bouquet together with the content of such
channels, is not touched by the Authority. It is
only efforts aimed at thwarting competition and
reducing a-la-carte choices that are, therefore,
being interfered with.

« To maintain the balance between the
subscribers' interests and Broadcasters'
interests, again the Authority makesit clear that
Broadcasters have complete freedom to price
channels which do not form part of any bouquet
and are offered only on an a-la-carte basis.

«» Asthe market regulator, the Authority states that
the impugned Regulation and Tariff Order are
not written in stone but will bereviewed, keeping
a watch on the developments in the market.

< We are, therefore, clearly of the view that the
Regulation and the Tariff Order have been made
keeping the interests of the stakeholders and the
consumers in mind and are intra vires the
regulation power contained in Section 36 of the
TRAI Act.

The Supreme Court had quoted the Regulator to
state that the impugned Regulation and Tariff
Order were not written in stone and would be
reviewed keeping a watch on developments in the
market. Thiswriter can only speculate whether this
prompted the Regulator to issue a new
Consultation Paper on 16.08.2019 based on
feedback from the Industry and customers on
various key issues summarised below:

< Do you agree that the flexibility available to
Broadcasters to give a discount on the sum of
a-la-carte channel sforming part of bouquets has
been misused to push their channels to
consumers? Please suggest remedial measures.

«» Doyoufeel that some Broadcasters, by indulging
in heavy discounting of bouquets by taking
advantage of non-implementation of 15% cap
on discount, have created a non-level field vis-
a-vis another broadcaster?

«» Isthereaneed to reintroduce a cap on discount
on the sum of a-la-carte channels forming part
of bouquets while forming bouquets by
Broadcasters? If so, what should be an
appropriate methodology to work out the
permissible discount? What should be the value
of such a discount?

11

B AT % AT G T AT [ T T Al B
fereq QiferTor ST 3T T8 T & |98 Had
gfaegerf @ free #7737 s-ar-ae fawer
P BT BT B 3297 T (BT T T4 &, 31T 574
EFTET faar AT TeT B

& HHFBETT & [FA] AT THAH & Bl % & qged
g9 T @ forg, QI 6T F 98 e YT &
f& gar®T @ 37 Il BT g e B @ gl
S-S AT T7 9T B AT &

% g amE & =9 F g & #eT B
yufera R it 2R% ST g § T8
ferzr T B e ars & g2 9T A9 79T 89
3BT THIET FT AR |

% 3G, &9 T2 ®Y 4 39 far & E f& Qg
37 2RE SRS Raemal 3T IuvETs % Rl
P T § 75 §U a9 T E G 7E e
YT 36 § (2T fafagsT gfdd & a7 21

i @1 % VR & eaw § g o fe e

T@A A7 M@ S wow 7 7 form =g S

31T & T U7 7 T3 §Y 3! TN T A | T8

I dde A A A & o @ 3 TIeT Al

16.08.2019 FHI JEMT AT TEa &l IrlHAT & LT

T AT HA9 R T AR 9 5 W uw T

WA W AT & & g GRd fo

& 1 AT 3 g F HEHA & & g% @ R a9
e F-A-FE IFA & AT 9 g2 3 & forg
I Y Al Bl AT TG  [o1Q (35T 7T & 7T
SYERTHE 39T G5 |

& T A9 T E & FB TER T 52 7 15%
@ T T AT T HH F AH 3BT §B B AT
B2 7 foed E1a7 G A= T @I Gl 4 & -
T & T &7
aret -~ Il % AT T G T G B9 Bl
fi6r 7 @1y &7 @t SEsaEaT 87 afE & ar AT
52 &I I &7 % [o1Q G ST ATl #1
EFT IR 7T g2 &7 g F &7 ARy’
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12. The Indian Broadcasting Federation, in its strong
response, stated:

KD
°e

KD

o

KD

o

At the outset, IBF would like to

state that any further regulatory

intervention at this stage is not

only premature but will have

disastrous consequences for the

entire Broadcasting industry. It

is pertinent to note that there

have been frequent changes in the Tariff/
Regulations ever since 2003.

TRAI undertook a comprehensive review of the
erstwhile tariff framework for addressable
systems in 2016 with the stated objective to
create an enabling environment for the orderly
growth of the television broadcasting sector,
given various developments related to rapid
technological changes, the emergence of
multiple distribution platforms, evolving
business models, and enhanced cross-platform
addressability.

The NTO was meant to enable transparency,
non-discrimination and alevel playing field for
all players, providing choice and flexibility to
consumers and creating an enabling
environment for the orderly growth of the
broadcasting sector. (NOTE: Ironically, thiswas
the genuine intention of the New Tariff Order’s,
yet the Broadcasters fought a bitter battle both
in the Madras High Court and the Supreme
Court)

Within the constraints of some execution
challenges which were to be expected in a
change of this scale and which also are getting
resolved, these objectives have been met with
the published RIO now forming the basic
document for the provision of channels and a
transparent incentive waterfall that is part of
everyRIO.

Giventhis, it will bearetrogradeand an industry-
disrupting step on the part of the Authority to
tinker with the NTO, which became effective only
asrecently as February 1, 2019.

Just to elaborate on how complex a transition

ADVERTISE NOW |

| 12. SS9 FISHIRST BSYM 1 T &l gfdfohar &

7
*

EE

< TgH YBA AEHIUE I8 gdMT dIE [
5 T W B3 AT [Rame &Y T dao
79T H 9B & dlods g7 GARY FEFT % fog
ferrgraTdt afvm &1 | 97 e & arg 2
2003 % 17 7 2R /A & aar aEae
BT B E
2T¥ 2016 § UsHEw few & forg deerd 2%
T &I T9% THIET BT [THHT 3297 ZeAlfaT= FH0T
G & AT [ % o7 U Qe aereer
WEHAl & 3EYE, [AHAT S iz T BT
T TATEfTer T agrE € |

TS @1 389T Tt Reenfzdl & forg arafsrf
a1, AT-939rE ofiT qAIT STHY 9aH F,
gustFTe @ fRraeq ST erEtemaT gaT
FAT, ST 9EOT &T & garea faara
#» fe1q Q©F Tew ETareeer ST e
(Fres Rsamm a8 8 f& 79 2Rw% aist &1
FrEafa® 3UET 91 f6T ot gaR& 4 A9
geg e AT galeg =rared @At 8/
#gel wgTE @t/ )

FB [Foara gitaEl @1 ardist & T G 3 T
% GREdHT T 3Uferd & 377 foraer FarenT o faEar
ST 73T & 37 35<Ar B G R & A Q@ e
T E S 3F Al & 9 & g o gEaEaaT
3T U% YRGS giareT FA@gqrd a1 & & A
&7 far @ fRrr 2

4 &7 §U I8 GIEa? @l AT A GRS & A
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14.

this has been for the Industry, the
implementation of the NTO has meant that 160
Mn pay consumer homes had to be familiarised
with the pricing of more than 800 channels
and their bouquets. They had to submit their
choice of channels (ala carte and/or bouquets)
to the 100,000 MSO / LCOs.

«» The MSOs/LCOs were expected to completely
change their backend systems to be able to
service these millions of specific choices sets of
consumers (each choice of a channel by a home
is a service demand on the backend system),
whichas TRAI isaware, isstill workin progress
for amajority of them.

«» Acknowledging that the implementation will
take time while coming out with the NTO, the
Authority had stated that any changeto the NTO
would not be made for two years.

«» Hence, the Authority's eagernessto come out with
a consultation paper barely a few months after
the NTO implementation is mystifying and
premature.

Despite this strong representation from the
Broadcasting Community, TRAI issued theamended
Tariff Order on 01.01.2020, known as New Tariff
Order: 2. InitsExplanatory Memorandum, TRAI did
admit that some stakeholders felt that the new
Consultation/Tariff Order was premature and stated:

«» Some stakeholders have even expressed their
reservation and called it a premature exercise
that is likely to adversely affect the sector.

« The Authority had made it clear that the
consultation process is not intended to disrupt
or destabilise the existing framework but has
been initiated to sort out certain issues brought
to its notice by the stakeholders.

«» Theseissueswere urgent, affecting consumersat
large, the most vulnerable set of stakeholders.
Ignoring the interests of consumersis not in the
interest of the Industry.

The Broadcasters filed appealsin the Bombay High
Court. After prolonged hearings, they failed to satisfy
the High Court on critical constitutional issuesraised,
claiming that their rights of freedom of expression
under Article 19 (1) (a) and business under Article
14 werebeing violated by theimpugned Tar iff Order.

13.

14.
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15. TheHigh Court, initsjudgment dated 30.06.2021, in
Para 106, stated

7
0‘0
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S
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S

7
%

The challenge to the constitutional validity of
Section 11 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India Act, 1997 (so far as it relates to
broadcasting services) fails.

The challenge to the constitutional validity of
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Services I nterconnections (Addressable
Systems) Regulations, 2017, Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Standard of Quality
of Service and Consumer Protection
(Addressable Systems) Regulations 2017
(hereinafter referred to as "Principal 2017
Regulations") and the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Eighth)
(Addressable Systems) Tariff Order, 2017, fails.

The challenge to the constitutional validity of
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Services I nterconnections (Addressable
Systems) (Second Amendment) Regulations,
2020, Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Standard of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems)
(Third Amendment) Regulations 2020 and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff
(Second Amendment) Order, 2020, fails, except
to the extent stated hereinafter.

Itisheld that 2nd twin condition (Average Test)
contained in the proviso to clause (3)(b) of The
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff
(Second Amendment) Order, 2020 is arbitrary
being contrary to the mandate of Section 11(4)
of the TRAI Act of ensuring transparency and
violatesthe Petitioners' fundamental rights under
Articles 14 of the Constitution.

COMMENT

1

It is significant to note that on three occasions in
2005/2019 and 2021, the Delhi High Court/
Supreme Court and Bombay High Court
respectively have upheld the Tariff and Regulation
making power of TRAI, but thishas not deterred the
Broadcasters from continuing to legally and

15. 3= IE@E I 704 W0y 399 30.06.2021 § YT
106 T Fel &8
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publicly challengethe Authority of TRAI to regulate
them.

This is why they filed a Special Leave Petition in
the Supreme Court, again pursuing their
constitutional challenge to the Authority of TRAI.
The Supreme Court refused to grant interim relief
on various occasions, and ultimately the appeals
werewithdrawn. All legal points have been allowed
to be kept open by the Supreme Court.

This must-have clearly led to some rethinking on
the part of the Broadcaster community. At the same,
the change of guard in the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting and the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India led to a softened stand by the
Government and Regulator, which was very
apparent in the speeches made by the MIB Secretary
Mr Chandra and the Trai Chairman Dr Waghela
and the TRAI Secretary Mr V. Raghunandan in the
ClI Big Picture summit.

The intention of the Broadcastersisvery clear from
the very first Tariff Order issued in January 2004 to
date.

«» Liftall Tariff Controlson the pricing of channels
and creation of bouquets.

KD

o

Create a laissez-faire free market economy for
the Electronic Media industry with the
dominance of price fixation given to
Broadcasters.

«» They also want to ensure that pricing of a la
carte choiceis kept so high asto make a choice
illusory for customers. Thisis clearly intended
to defeat the rationale why Conditional Access
Systemtechnol ogy wasintroduced 20 yearsago
by amendment of the Cable Act to enable
viewers to select channels of their choice and
pay for only those they wished to see.

Thiswriter isamazed that IBF Chairman, in hisCl|
Big Picture speech in November 2021, disregarded
and ignored the clear findings of the Supreme Court
in upholding NTO:1 summarised in the earlier
paragraph.

So even if the Broadcasters have withdrawn their
appeal against NTO:2, this writer is not sanguine
that the Broadcasters have yet come to terms with

718 & Q@I @ FTFA G e w9 7 gl
&l

. T8 FAU E [ TR JUH B F @ [ s

FIHT a7 @, 67 & 215 & UIfEaT & F9e1a
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10.

the reality of the fact that for the past 18 years,
TRAI has been the Electronic Media Regulator and
will continue to carry out its mandate until one day
(am not sure when) there is either a Broadcast
Regulatory Authority or a Communications
Converged Authority.

One critical failure of the polity has been that
despitethe explicit directions of the Supreme Court
in the Cricket Association of Bengal 995 Al R 1236,
1995 SCC (2) 161 that, the Central Government
will take immediate stepsto create an independent
and autonomous government agency that
represents all sectors and interests of society to
control and regulate the use of radio waves.

Successive Governments have failed to bring in a
Broadcast Regulatory Act for 27 years. They seem
disinclined to do so even now, putting full faith in
Broadcasters' self-serving desirefor so-called self-
regulation. In this process, precious time has been
lost. Crores have been spent on expensive litigation
by Broadcasters, largely fruitless.

From the Distribution Industry perspective,
comprising MSOs/ DTH and thousands of Last Mile
Operators, it must be ensured that the new
Consultation Paper, if and when issued later this
summer, does get vital inputs from the Distribution
Industry, which has had to fight very hard to obtain
a level playing field for the past 18 years so that a
quietus can be put to all disputes.

Itisequally crucial for the Regulator to protect the
interests of the 130 million cable and DTH
subscribers who cannot be put to the mercy of
Broadcasters by inflated "take it or leave pricing"
predatory pricing anti-customer bouquets, which
was the vogue till 2016 when NTO:1lwas
introduced.

It is time for the Distribution industry to play a
seminal role with Broadcasters and TRAI in
formulating a new Tariff Regime. WiI it do so? Time
will tell.

ADVERTISE NOW'!

10.

11.
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1.

WILL SATELLITE BROADBAND
OUTSTRIP CABLE BROADBAND?

CURRENT STATUS OF BROADBAND
ADOPTION IN INDIA

@ As per TRAI's latest monthly report for December

31, 2021, released on February 22, 2022, the latest
number of Broadband subscribersare 792.08 million
subscribers, with awhopping 765.65 million (764.52
million subscribers using mobile devices/dongles and
1.26 million subscribers using Wi-Fi /Wi-M ax etc.).

Only 26.43 million

. FT DA JSAS B UBIE S JodEe

1.

grsds?
ORd § gisds & AH @ qaaH Rafy
& 22 HEl 2022 &1 A7 31 REaEX 2021 F foU 2
B &l JdMaH Wi RUE & AR di2as TR &
TG T2 792.08 Riferas Tew & B 7 765.65
Ao (764.52 Rferem Tes AaEa s /2

@ TN & & AT 1.26 RREE TS aE-wE
aE Jaq e |

subscribers are wireline
subscribers. Key Cable
ISPs include Hathway/
Atria and NXT Digital’s
OneBroadband. Itisironic
that though Cable MSOs
wereallowed ISP Licences
from 1999, the M SOs have
failed to supply high-
speed Broadband to create

* Had 26.43 fafea=
e AR T & | T &Had
FETAd § ¥ [ereRan v
TuFgd fERted &1 o gisds
e 7 1T fosa ® o Ty
Ha THUA T %l 1999 T STEUAd
I el & [0 T fediedn
Fh I & (o0 eE-101E arsde

a sticky factor for their
subscribers and surrendered the field to Telecom
Networks.

Dueto lockdown and work from homein the past two
years, broadband subscribers have gone up. Most of
these numbersareinrura India

To give a push to the expansion of broadband
adoption, especially in rural areas, the Finance
Minister MsNirmalaSitharaman, in her Annual Budget
for 2022, announced the Government's intention to

«» Allocate 5 per cent of the annual collections
under the Universal Service Obligations Fund
to enable Broadband and mobile servicesin the
rural and remote areas of the country. The
Finance Minister said that this step will provide
and promote research and development and
commercialisation of technology and solutions.
“Qur visionisthat all villagesand their residents
should have the same access to e-services,
communication facilities, and digital resources
as urban areas and their residents,” she said.

€ International demand for Broadband
€ A recent articleis Viasat states that the demand for

@ AT H F fawd ' T o
TEHAW T2da Bl &R BT ATHAI &7 {37 2 |
& U o1 9T § wehsted AT d% WiF & & B dE2as
TR DI FAT § A A 2 | ST A AAFIT HEA
TRT 97 | F |
& IS N & [T & Ggral o & (o G99y &9 3
TETOT et # fat Wl e e AdeE 9 2022 &
U A a1 § AT HI HAT bl HTI0M 7 |
® 39 % T HT G % &A1 § gr=ds HT
qramza Zars s Ag9 & & forg JfaHa
qffq Siifariism %S @ d&d aifti® 772 &7 5
gfq9rd srated @7 | 74T 7 ®eT & 98 #eq
HPAIH A B ST a@Ewr A7 TEE &
HIAHIT B GaTT B AT TGTET & | 3EH
AT fab ‘AT afee & f5 it et 3 39 e
Bl & SAT 3T 3% [aniar & w9 7 §-Hara,
g ae |’
¢ s B AU AT
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2.

Broadband connectivity is steadily increasing
worldwide:

« As of 2020, there were one billion broadband
subscriptions, including Digital Subscriber Line
(DSL), cable, or fibre-optic broadband services.
Telecoms have been working to replace low-
speed DSL broadband with fibre-optic
broadband service. In 2020 alone, there were
42 million fibre-optic broadband net additions.

«» Mobile network is the primary connectivity for
internet access among the homes that are not
connected to fixed broadband access since many
populations use the internet via their mobile
phones.

«» Satellite has been a critical technology to
provide Broadband in remote areas whereit is
challenging to deploy other terrestrial
broadband networks.

« LEO broadband services will likely gain a
subscriber base from consumer and business
segments in developed markets. However,
business and government user bases are likely
to be significant drivers of the LEO broadband
market in emerging markets.

Initial target of LEO platformsis not to replace
wired broadband services but to connect the
unconnected population. Supporting enough
capacity in the targeted market is crucial to
achieving their goal.

As competition arrives, improvements in
hardware cost and features are expected to
accelerate the adoption in the residential
market in the next few years.
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S
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WHAT IS SATELLITE BROADBAND?
A pithy definition of Satellite Broadband is provided

by aresearch firm Industry Resear ch.Com:
€ Satdllite Internet access is Internet access provided

through communi cation satellites. Modern consumer
grade satellite Internet service is typically provided
to individual users through geostationary satellites
that can offer relatively high data speeds, with newer
satellites using Ku band to achieve downstream data
speeds up to 506 Mbit/s.

In addition, new satellite internet constellations are
being developed in low-earth orbit to enable low-
latency internet access from space.

2.
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3. NEW ENTRANTS TO SATELLITE
BROADBAND IN INDIA

In the past year, there have been serious moves by
largeforeign and Indian entitiesto enter theracefor satellite
broadband. These include:

€ ElonMusk's Sarlink.
€ Amazon'sProject Kuiper.

@ Nelco/ Tata s Joint Venture
with Telesat Canada.

@ Airtel’s One Web joint
venture with Hughes
CommunicationsUSA.

€ RelianceJio’sjoint venture
with SESL uxembourg.

A. Sarlink Plans Stymied By Gover nment

Elon Musk, who is reportedly investing 30 billion
USD in the project, had already started taking pre-orders
foritsdevicesin Indiaand isrumoured to have mopped up
money from 5000 parties but got ajolt when the Government
ordered them to stop sales and refund the money taken
until it was obtained acommercial licenceto operatein India.
It was forced to inform customersthat:

¢ "Unfortunately, the timeline for receiving licencesto
operate is currently unknown, and there are several
issues that must be resolved with the licensing
framework to allow us to operate Sarlink in India,"
the company said in the email."

€@ The Starlink team is looking forward to making
Sarlink available in India as soon as possible,” it
said.

Anyway, the Sarlink connection will cost around
Rs1.58,000in India, including the Terminal cost and reduce
toRs. 1,15,000 ayear from the second year. Thiswill prove
very costly for Indian home subscribers.

NOTE: In the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine in
late February 2022, Russia cut off internet linksto Ukraine.
On a request from the Ukrainian Leadership, Elon Musk
has activated the Sarlike terminals for Ukraine, giving
much-needed relief for internal communication.

B. Amazon Project Kuiper isintheplanning stages

€ Amazon received FCC approval last year in the
USA. It promises to spend USD 10 million on the
project. But the commercial deployment is
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dependent on launching a 3,236-satellite
constellation and testing them in orbit, perhaps by
the end of 2022/early 2023.

TataJoint Venturewith Telesat For 2024

Telesat plans to invest aimost $8 billion to build a
global constellation of around 298 LEO satellites.
Telesat proposesto offer satellite broadband service
ontheKa-band or 28 GHz band globally.

Telesat has entered into a strategic cooperation deal
with Nelco, a Tata Group Company, to collaborate
onterrestrial facilities, commercial distribution, and
regulatory frameworksto offer satellite connectivity
through Telesat’ slow-Earth-orbit network Telesat
LEO, in India. It aims to launch the Lightspeed
satellite broadband internet services in India by
2024.

A recent interview inthe M int Newspaper on February
25, 2022, revealsthat Nelco plansto provide Satellite
Broadband to commercial businesses rather than
homes. He also foresees the use of both L eo and Geo
satellites.

Still, the CEO agreesthat L EOs bring large capacity
due to the launch of multiple satellites and can be
used in markets that need fibre standard connectivity
but where laying physical lines is difficult. He sees
only 5% scope for the use of Satellite Broadband
unless Government givesincentiveslike funding from
the Universal Service Obligation Fund.

Airtel OneWeb Joint Venture with Hughes
Communications|ndia

OneWeb (legally Network AccessAssociatesL td) is
a global communications company building to
deliver broadband satellite Internet services
worldwide.

The company is headquartered in London and has
offices in Californiaand a satellite manufacturing
facility in Florida—OneWeb Satellites—ajoint venture
with Airbus Defence and Space. The company was
formerly known as Wor IdVu SatellitesL td.

It entered bankruptcy in Mar ch 2020 after failing to
raise the requisite capital to build and deploy the
remaining 90% of the network.

The company emerged from the bankruptcy
proceedings and reorganisation in November 2020

r.
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with anew ownership group led by the Government
of the United Kingdom and Indian multinational
company Bharti Global, each holding 42% of the
company equity and board. SoftBank retained an
equity holding of 12%.

Asfurther investments are made to complete the first
phase of satellite deployments, the British
Government and Bharti Global shareholding will
decline.

OneWeb commenced launchesof the OneWeb satellite
congtellationin February 2019. By May 2021, 218 of
the planned 648 satelliteswere launched in theinitial
phase constellation.

OneWeb's goal has been to provide Internet
services to "everyone, everywhere", delivering
Internet connections to rural and remote places as
well as to a range of markets.”

In September 2021, OneWeb announced a joint
venture with Hughes Communication USA. The press
note by Hughes stated that HughesNetwork Systems,
and OneWeb, have signed a distribution agreement
in the U.S. focused on enterprise services.

In India, the parties have entered into an MOU for a
strategic agreement to distribute services to large
enterprises, small and medium businesses,
Government, telcos, and |SPsin therural and remote
partsof the country. HughesNetwork Systems, LL C,
and HughesCommunicationsIndiaPrivateLtd. will
offer services.

Hughes and OneWeb intend to work together to
broaden distribution globally, with Hughesto deliver
OneWeb’s low-latency, high-speed connectivity for
markets such as enterprise, Government, commercial
aviation and maritime, cellular backhaul, and
community Wi-Fi hotspots.

In January 2022, an Airtel press release announced
that the joint venture had become operational as
HCIPL. Theagreement, announced in M ay 2019, has
received al statutory approvals, including those from
the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and the
Department of Telecom (Government of India).

The entity combines both companies' Very Small
Aperture Terminal (V SAT) businessesto offer flexible
and scalable enterprise networking solutions using
satellite connectivity for primary transport, backup,
and hybrid implementation.
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€ “We are pleased to commence this joint venture,
further delivering on our commitment to serving the
growing demand for always-on, always-available
network connectivity for enterprise and government
customers,” said Mr Partho Banerjee, president and
managing director, HCIPL.

NOTE: From these developments, it is evident that One
Web will perhaps be the first venture to offer commercial
satellite broadband services in India later this year.

E Reliance Geo-SES SystemsJoint Venture

ThisJ.V. isdifferently planned asit will not launch
LEO satellites but, on the other hand, use the GEO and
MEO satellites of SES. The press note issued by SES
announcing the Jio (51%) and SES (49%) joint venture
stated:

€ Thejoint venture will use multi-orbit space networks
that combine Geostationary (GEO) and Medium
Earth Orbit (MEO) satellite constellations capable
of delivering multi-gigabit links and capacity to
enterprises’ mobile backhaul and retail customers
across the length and breadth of India and
neighbouring regions.

€ 1t will have availability of up to 100 Gbps capacity
from SES. It will leverage Jio's premiere position and
sales reach in India to unlock this market
opportunity.

€ Thejoint venture will leverage SES-12, SESs high-
throughput GEO satellite serving India, and O3 bm
POWER, SES's next-generation MEO constellation,
to extend and complement Jio’s terrestrial network,
increasing access to digital services and
applications. Jio will offer joint venture managed
services and gateway infrastructure operations
Services.

€ Thisjoint venture will be a catalyst for connecting
the unconnected areas within India and the region
tothefull range of digital services, offering accessto
remote health, government services, and distance
learning opportunities.
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4.

Mr Akash Ambani, Director of Jio, said, “ While we
continue to expand our fibre-based connectivity and
FTTH businessand invest in 5G, thisnew joint venture
with SES will further accelerate the growth of
multigigabit broadband. With additional coverage
and capacity offered by satellite communications
services, Jio will connect the remotest towns and
villages, enterprises, government establishments,
and consumers to the new Digital India.”

INDIAN REGULATORY MAZE
OnMarch 12,2021, TRAI released aConsultation

Paper titled Licensing Framework for Satellite-based
connectivity for low bit-rate applications.

*

Initsintroductory remarks, TRAI acknowledged:

Satellite communication can cover the remotest and
inaccessible areas of a geographically widespread
country like India. The uniqueness and benefit of
satellite technol ogy cannot be under estimated. It can
play an important role in enhancing crucial
nationwide communication infrastructure.

With the evolution of Satellite communication
technologies, new types of applications based on low-
bit-rate applications are emerging.

Such applications require low cost, low power and
small size terminals that can effectively perform the
task of signal transfer with minimum loss.

Many sparsely populated areas with important
economic activities do not have mobile terrestrial
coverage or other forms of connectivity. Satellites
can bridge this gap by providing coverage to even
the remotest areas for low-bitrate 10T applications.

The typical applications/use cases utilising a
satellite networking protocol and sensor
connectivity solutions are envisaged in numerous
sectors such as agriculture, smart farming, deep-
water applications, mission-critical services, oil and
gas, fisheries, forestry, logistics, mining, industrial
logistics, railways, remote utilities, disaster
preparedness, etc.

Finally, after reviewing the current Indian regul ations
and the international licensing norms, TRAI asked
specific queries. These included:

«» Whether both models being a hybrid model
consisting of LPWAN and Satellite and Direct to
satellite connectivity should be allowed.

4.
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< Whether all the above types of satellites (LEO/
MEQO/GEO) should be permitted to be used for
providing satellite-based low-bit-rate
connectivity?

7

« Whether any specific band or all the bands
L-band, S-band, C-band, Ku-band, Ka-band,
and other higher bands should be used to
provide satellite-based 10T connectivity?

«» Whether a new licensing framework should be
proposed for the provision of Satellite-based
connectivity for low-bit-rate applications, or the
existing licensing framework may be suitably
amended to include the provisioning of such
connectivity?

After completing the consultation process, TRAI

released its recommendations on 26.08.2021. Key
highlightsare:

@ For the provision of Satellite-based connectivity for

IoT and low-bit-rate applications, the relevant
servicelicensees may provide connectivity as per the
scope of their authorisation for any kind of network
topology model, including the Hybrid model,
Aggregator model and Direct-to satellite model.

All types of satellite viz. Geo Sationary Orbit (GSO)
and Non-GSO (NGSO) satellites and any of the
permitted satellite frequency bands may be used for
providing satellite-based low-bit-rate connectivity.

The Service Licensees should be permitted to obtain
satellite bandwidth from foreign satellites in all the
permitted satellite bands to provide satellite-based
services. Before using the leased capacities, they
should be mandated to establish the Earth Station
in India, corresponding to the chosen foreign
satellite system.

The Government may come out with a road map
detailing the launch schedule of communication
satellitesand the availability of the domestic satellite
capacitiesin India to facilitate the service licensees
to plan and optimise their capacity procurement.

The Authority has recommended various other
measures to make the services cheaper and
affordable.

Toimprovethe Ease of Doing business, DoT hasalso
been recommended by TRAI to implement a
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comprehensive, simplified, integrated, end-to-end
coordinated, single window online common portal
for all the agencies.

(NOTE: These Recommendations have been pending with
the Government for the past six months. Spacecom Draft
Amendments amending the current 2000 Policy were
circulated by the Government for public opinion on
15.10.2020. It appears these Recommendations will be
taken into account as part of the new Spacecom Policy is
finalised and released by the Government.)

€ [InAugust 2021, TRAI also issued recommendations
to speed up Broadband Deployment in India. Key
recommendations affecting the Cable Sector include:

«» Toencourage Cable Operators, registered under
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act,
1995, to provide broadband services, issues
relating to computation of Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) for Cable Operators need to be
addressed on priority.

«» To address this issue, the Authority has already
given its recommendations to the Government
vide its Recommendations dated January 6, 2015.
NOTE: Thishasbeen agreed by the Governments
and amendments to the AGR formula done in
October 2021.

«» To increase the supply of fixed-line broadband
services in rural and remote areas, Cable
Operators, who are keen to deliver broadband
services, should be encouraged to establish a
last-mile linkage network.

KD

o

For this purpose, the Government should impart
necessary skills to such Cable Operators and
provide soft loans to them on easier terms for
establishing last-mile connectivity networks in
rural and remote areas.

«» As per the extant licensing framework, these
Cable Operators could work as franchisees of
any | SP, including BBNL, to provide Broadband
services.

« To incentivise the initial investment in the last-
mile linkage network and support Broadband
business operations initially, is considered view
of the Authority, the Government should notify
an interest subvention scheme for Cable
Operators registered as Micro and Small Sze
enterprises.
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COMMENT

1

In an earlier Media Beat column, this writer had
mentioned the great opportunity for Cableand DTH
to reach out to at least 30 million non-pay channels
customers. These are mainly in rural areas.

As highlighted in the February 2022 column, Free
Dish is galloping and creating a new FTA model
(not limited to rural areas) with over 40 million
customers.

For thefirst time, the Government hasindicated the
allocation of 5 % of USO Funds to help develop
mobile and Broadband in rural areas. NOTE: The
current net USO Funds available on 31.01.2022 are
60631 crores.

The Budget ignored the fact the fastest and cheapest
installation of Broadband can be done by the Cable
Industry as accepted in all policies from New
Telecom Palicy of 1999 onwards. However, thereis
no mention of the cable industry in the Budget.

The Bharat Net project to link fibre broadband
access to all 6,00,000 villages has extended from
2022 to 2025. The Union Budget has provided an
additional outlay of Rs. 19,041 croresfor the Bharat
Net project, making the total outlay of Rs. 61,109
crores, including the already approved amount of
Rs. 42,068 croresin 2017.

According to the Bharat Net website, as of December
2021, the length of OFC laid is 5, 58,022 km,
1,81,024 Gram Panchayats have been connected,
and 1,71,675 GPs made service ready (on fibre and
satellite).

The Cable Industry should take advantage of the
spread of Bharat Net and lease the capacity to
provide both video and broadband services.

Cable Broadband has clear advantages vis a vis
satellite broadband in many ways. Key advantages
are:

% Higher speeds.
» Low latency.
No rain fade.

Lower cost of supply.

%

B3

5

o

5

o

Despite these advantages, MSOs barring Hathway
and NXT Digital have fallen way behind in
providing high-speed broadband access to their
customers.

fevqufy
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10. The writing on the wall is obvious. The Cable
Industry consisting of 1,00,000 Last Mile Owners
1752 Multi-System Operators, has to expand their
operations into the rural areas providing both pay
channel services and high-speed Broadband.

11. Otherwise, therewill be no scope for the Industry to
grow between Free Dish for FTA video and Airtel
One Web Hughes and Reliance Jio SES high-speed
satellite links to terrestrial services.

12. This harsh reality needs to be faced by the Cable
Industry and concr ete steps taken by the Industry to
survive and flourish for another 50 years.

BHARAT NET BROADBAND UPDATE

€@ The Union Budget dated 01.02.2022 for 2022 had
provided an outlay of Rs. 19041 crores in viability
gap funding for the Bharat Broadband project, which
now aims to connect 03.16 lakh villages across 16
States by 2025. Till 31.12.2021, 01.69 lakh village
panchayats have been made Broadband ready.

@ The project is being implemented under a public,
private partnership. Tenders had been floated for nine
packages last June. The viability gap funding was
for these packages.

€ Afew dayslater, Bharat Broadband Network Limited
(BBNL) informed on February 8, 2022, that thetender
of the corresponding package "with all itscorrigenda
is hereby cancelled on account of nhon-participation
by any bidder".

€ Anunnamed source from BBNL told the mediathat
the tender would be floated again after taking
feedback from the Industry. The Government is
committed to connecting villages with Broadband
at the earliest."

NOTE: Looking to the delays and non-interest of even
private parties, it is doubtful that the 2025 extended
deadline will be met. This can help satellite broadband
companies like Jio/Airtel capture the vastly uncovered
rural India. So far Government is yet to announce a
proactive Satellite Broadband policy for which demands
have been made to release subsidies from the unutilised
USO Fund of approximately Rs. 6000 crores. There has
been no response from the Gover nment.

qI5T 34 1752 T2l [372q Aqied I &, o=
THIT EET § 379 9REreTT @1 e & &

11. I, THIIT difsar & forg @ 297 37 ggreer aq
YA TET B |

12. %ad ZEFT & 39 H2IT qrdadr &1 JHET BT BT
T & ST TERT BT 37T 50 ul dd SAfdd e
A GAH-FeT P foig 2 #ET 3o A B AT

2/

T A< gisdg 3uee

& 2022 % [T &a a2 f&Hid 01.02.2022 F 9Td
293 RIS & o0 Fgeddr 3y fod g §
19041 HAS YN & UNd Y fohar or e
@eg 3T 2025 7% 16 T & 03.16 TG Td @l
ST T 181.12.2021 d% 01.69 7T T TamEdl
%I dr=ds qAT fRar S ga & |

& ORI B A NE, el MR & qed featad
fFam o7& % s o ¥ A Yaal & fou Mige
TR TS i |3 U & forg arafaterer T wiE o |

¢ 3B [ & a8 9Rd Ji292 Jea [aMes (Jamud)
T 8 WAl 2022 F1 AR A i T o Frfrarar
E1T T-ATIEHT & &7 34% T4 JrEw & A1
qafeT YbeT @l [Afer 78 @l Al 2 |

* JEiCIUd & 3FW g A AT A adren 6 FET
BIEdSH @ B qTE (67 T 227 (Haprer FE | F7T Ml
P A F o7 qI2ds 7 AT & g gfaag 2/

e ¢ fst widar & off &7 A7 -EfT # 3T §Y, 7

FeETE & [ 2025 #I faraiiia 799 #M & g fEar

TR | 7E [T /e S Hewise arsds HutEl B

9% &9 4 el T 91T 97 el &7 H 438 &7 Habedl

BT q% THET 7 U Al Fease i2dg Hifd @l

qrou T8 @ & formed T @ 6000 #E FUT &

HYGFT JUANT BT ¥ AlAST ART HH @ AT BT

2 | 7THIT BT ST T BIE AT TET AT E |
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C. LITIGATION BRIEFS

STUNNING VICTORY FOR SONY PICTURES
AGAINST ARASU CABLE

Arasu CableT.V. Corporation wasincorporated on
04.10.2007 by the Tamil Nadu Government to provide high-
quality cable T.V. signalsto the public at an affordabl e cost.
Four Digital Head Ends were installed at Thanjavur,
Tirunelveli, Coimbatore, and Vellore to achieve this
objective.

@ Arasu and Sony Pictures T.V. had a dispute during
the Covid lockdown onthealleged failure of Arasu to
conduct a statutory annual audit.

€ TheTelecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
guidelines state that MSOs must hold digital audits
of their headend once a year. The Broadcaster can
also get it done via empanelled auditors if the MSO
fails to do the Audit. After Sony Pictures raised the
issue, an audit was conducted by TRAI-
empanelled audit agency BDO Indiain
December 2020.

@ This Audit found that SPNI channels
were not fully disclosed in the monthly
subscriber reports to the Broadcaster.
According to the Broadcaster, this also
impacted their revenue.

€ Sony Pictures filed a Petition in the
Telecom Disputes and Settlements
Appellant Tribunal (TDSAT) alleging that the
Broadcasters had conducted the Audit of Arasu’s
addressable systems and found seven
unreported DPO packages and
subscribers' details that were not
supplied by Arasu in its subscriber
reportsto it.

€ By interimorder dated 15.02.2022, the
TDSAT ordered the Tamil Nadu-based
Arasu TV CableT.V. Corporation to
pay Sony Pictures a whopping sum of Rs 138.7
crores- 50% of the total outstanding charges of Rs
277.5 crore- withintwomonths.

€ TheTribunal stated:

7

< “In view of such findings and considering the
chance and probability of success of the
Petitioner or the Respondent, this Tribunal is

|, gacHdnt S feavo

Y »e6 & Rae® @il Read @l STMER S

Y B <Al BHRARIH 1 29T 04.10.2007
Pl TS FTHT BT ST I TR B 97 323 ol ared
Had 2l PP 9eM &7 & [l @l T o1 139 39T
U HH & [oQ Toge, forereadl, HEagy AN Jedl §
fefrem F=dz wenftq fod @ o |
¢ g A7 A9 Read dd & dim uw Jarte
M 3fifee FH & o SRg @l Hd fawaar @«
HIIS AR & SO [aiE o |
¢ 9 AR fame gl (3E) & -
e § e T T foh UHUHS &7 A ¥ Us av 319
Z2uz &l f2fea siifee &7 aifeu | afe waomst sifse
H | [I6d = & O NG 34 UAd J 9T Siiteei
% W AT FrAl Jdr € A e 2T 3 9
@ TS AH & dTE, 218 Bl U ¥ 9N 3fifEe
AT diEren e 2T REeR 2020 § s
Fitse fopam o o |
* 29 3= ¥ 9 T foh YA @l A
ForeEaT e § TRAQsTg Te &1 9 a7
¥ T T (AT T AT | AT & Jande 3HH
IS T W T 3T U |
* Gl R 3 grean fae S Foem
AT =S (2292 ) § U AT sy
%I, ST ST TR T [ AR 3 & UgHad
fipeq @1 3fifee e a1 A g R-Refes
diftent T ot geamzad @ freror
T 9 ST SR BV 34! AemmEa FUiE |
UG A&l [T T o |
& fRAi® 15.02.2022 % A0 ET
Zr, AEl¥e 7 afeETg Rud ewrg e
Had il T &1 G e &1 138.7
HUS W FH YW & B A9 BA-a 277.5
Fs ¥W@ & g a5 JF & 50% A TH &
I <A1 2 |
& o 7 %a
% 3T TE D [y B HeTaTT 3T Flfeiabrebr ar giaarer
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inclined to follow some of its earlier ordersin
similar circumstances whereby Broadcaster’s
demand of similar nature was directed to be met
by the concerned MSO/DPO but only to the
extent of 50%

A similar arrangement would be just and proper
inthiscase also; hencetherespondentisdirected
to pay 50% of the total demand of Rs
277,51,90,451/- as contained in the demand
notice dated 03.3.2021 (Annexure P - 26
colly).”

If the MSO fails to compl ete this payment within
a two-month period, SPNI can also discontinue
itschannelswith the MSO. "If 50% of the amount
indicated above is paid within two months from
today, the Petitioner shall not issue
disconnection notice without seeking leave of
the Tribunal.

Thisinterim order isonly with regard to demand
based on the Audit Report as contained in
Annexure P - 26 (colly). In respect of regular
invoices and current demands, the parties are
expected to act in accordance with the
agreement and trade practice.

The payment in terms of thisorder shall abide by
a final adjudication in this matter,"

COMMENT:

Broadcasters have naturally hailed the Interim
Order asa path-breaking order looking to thelarge
sumsinvolved. It iswell known that Arasu isa Sate
of Tamil Nadu Corporation with an IAS Officer as
the Managing Director. Surprisingly, a Sate
Government entity has been found to have not
declared its subscription packages fully to Sony
Pictures.

This does draw attention to the fact that the
Regulations are very explicit on an annual audit.
Naturally, this is the basis on which Broadcasters
will bill the MSOs.

Thisorder also allows Broadcastersto tar theentire
Cable Industry negatively on the issue of so-called
“ under-declarations” .

It will be interesting to read the final judgment
whenever passed.

1

7
*

7
*

feuqufy

[T S0 UB & FB AR H AT B &
AFET TAGASA /ST E1T G &7 T far fear
T T, @@ B 50% F AT 7% |

T & ST 39 A & T =T A St
&rll, Al gfarst & 277,51,90,451 594 &
FT 7T HT 50% AT & F (e faar s &
FfE fw 03.08.2021 (geH Hi-26
Fidlt) 7 ffed &/

afe qAEAsT &F 9@ &I s7ary & Hiav 34§
B T HT ¥ [T 73T & o QaIIgTaig I
& A ST AT g5 T BT AT 7 AT FU
gardr T Al &1 50% 1T T & qEH T
YITAI 31 ST 8 & At (e @ A
& a1 e it AT 78 B |

TZ SART RS B Y G126 (Filt) T
[T azraieas [ & SrEr 97 41T & q99 4
& | fafie arer ST aeE a7 & a9 4, aiear 7
HHFAIA ST ST AEH & AT B B B
STYET BT ATA & |

59 AT & AT YA 39 A 4 S [
P 91T &I |

1. YRl 7 =r4iad B9 7 Jdr e & s 9I-969d
T & B § I (AT &, o st 1@ e
& 197 Fafafad & & omrg afaag [, 9@ 79 a0
7721 & foraant gae] fesia U msues ifear 2 | 27t
@I aIT I8 & 7197 771 @1 U 3803 7 AT 9T
B 379 FABTIT U G a7E 4 it T&1 (59 & |
2. TE3H T B AT M BT BT 2 [ [T v
qIfies @ Tier W agd T 8 | @rHifad w9 7 T8
gE T 2 fmsd S 9T g THuAST &l [Ad

e/l

3. ' AT TANH B TAHET ‘AT BFAT % Jo
T g7 @9d CENT F TEAAG BY H 2FE B B
ST & &

&. o9 YT GIRT & SHfqH [ 9ET g Rarae & |
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DILEMMA OF ONLINE GAMING COS WITH
STATE GOVERNMENTS

€ In the cases filed by various gaming companies, the

KarnatakaHigh Court, initsjudgment titled All India
Gaming Federation v.theSate Of Karnatakain Case
No: WP 18703/2021 dated February 17, 2022, struck
down the provisions of Sections?2, 3, 6,8 & 9 of the
Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act 2021, i.e,,
KarnatakaAct No. 28 of 2021, asultra vires of the
Constitution of Indiain their entirety.

The background to these Petitions is provided in the
early portion of the judgment stating that:

< All these Petitions by the companies &
individuals
involving substantially similar questions of law
& facts seek to lay a challenge to the validity of
the Karnataka Act No. 28 of 2021 (hereafter
‘Amendment Act’) whereby the Karnataka
Police Act, 1963 (hereafter ‘Principal Act’) has
been amended; the cumulative effect of these
amendments, according to them, is the
criminalisation of playing or facilitating online
games. (Pages 16/17).

The main grounds of appeal by the Petitioners have
been summarised by the High Court as:

Lack of legislative competence.

Violation of Article 21.

7
0.0
R/
0.0

T THN & QY ez T SufEi s gl
& it affT FuEl E0T eER Al |, @ded 9w

AT 7 17 Bl 2022 B HF AT SEdr

18703 /2021 § 3ifel sfsan AT Gsiyw ™

FHfed T MU% & A A § Fred g

(demteamr) sifufer 2021 & 3, 6, 8 sitT 9

YA 2021 & FAleHh AAWEH FE&I 28 T &

A AT & AU & SAegT aEd & w9 2 |

= At & qeogft foia & arfe e § e &

T P e T e

& FUMFl AT AfFTEN ERT T FH ATfIBE BT AT
TN & T &G F T G B HT FA §Y
Fles ST aear 28 2021 (39% @iz
Gy SArAFT) F1 Jgar # gHrdr & aEd
& 5% 21T #Aies gferg sifeifam, 1963
(7% arz Rife gae)  #eireT faar i &, 57
FIrEAl H FIAT TG 9% AFAT AAAGT
gaa a1 graar 93 & &1 ATIEE
gl (77 16 /17)

Al ENT U & J=d LR &l I A

ST Harq § W faT T e

< fagrlt guar @1 e

<+ HIBWT 21 F Iew g
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Violation of the fundamental right to freedom
of speech & expression guaranteed under Article
19(2)(a).

Violation of the fundamental right to profession/
business guaranteed under Article 19(1)(g) read
with Article 301.

Manifest arbitrariness.

The impugned legislative measure results from
excessive paternalism & populism. This is
constitutionally unsustainable. (Pages 18-20)

The primary defence of the Government of Karnataka
(Respondents) are:

o,
°e

KD

S

7
%

In the preceding two
decades or so, because of
the digital revolution,
there has been a
proliferation of online
gaming platforms which
engage in 'betting &
wagering' unbound by time
& place, unlike traditional
betting, and this has proved disastrous to the
public interest in general and public order &
public health in particular.

The menace of cyber games having reached epic
proportions, the police have registered about
28,000 cases all over the Sate in the past three
years or so. Several persons have committed
suicide, and millions of families have been
ruined.

Therefore, the Amendment Act is made
criminalising wagering, betting, or risking
money on the unknown result of an event, beit a
game of chance or a game of skill. The persons
owning these premises or online platforms
wherein such gamesare played also liable to be
punished.

Apart from making the offences cognisable &
non-bailable, it makes the punishment more
stringent, commensurating with the gravity of
the offence.

However, if personsmerely play a game of chance
or a game of skill without risking cash or kind,
they do not fall in the net of penal provisions.

The Petitioners lack both the locus standi and

7
*

7
*

7
°

7
0’0

7
*

7
*

agBT 19(1)(T) % aga miFa aER AT
aftreafad a1 @aIar & difas AREr o1

I |

&JBT 301 % d=q Ul HgBe 19 (1) ()

# ded TREFA Ad9rd/=Faard & s

ST HT T |

TTATGT 9B B

syafera faardr s srarie fagaarsar ok
& 9RO 2|98 AqLiE B 7

fe#1% 7@ & (47 18-20)

&  Falex Fan (fEmEr) &
T a9 &
% fome a1 gl 4, Rfaea #ia
Z3T &, S UR9R% 7 & fAwi
T AT T & q2eardr 3 &g
warr & 3717 7E SIfed & forg
st it gom 2 1amrr ST
A% T 3T G99 B9 7 A e
gl
AEET T H QA G W ugd Tl 8 gl d
foeser ¥ auf & Q7 7159 § @THT 28000 T &5
faoer | &3 @IT 7 STAeeT @ 8, 37 @rdl arar|
#I qare &7 foar 79T 2 |
gaferg gongT sifyfraa &t fedt gz &
SIS GRYIA &7 &1q @, 2T @ T ar
9 @ ARG & ST Sy & faAr w4
& 9 a€ dia1 G @7 & a1 FIT B G
& 137 aREN ar SiiengT wewiAl @ Al
g el 39 e » g7 g aid &, 3%
gfeq fear & a@ar &1
AT @ A5 377 T FAA G % ST, T8
STYIE Bl THIAT @ SJRY AT B ST 3fEd Bel
grar 2
BTl ale @fad T2 a1 a%g @l AT 3T [T
@ HIT & T a1 I 1 T Ted & af J &5
QIeTEEl % S/ § AE ST 2
TFABIHA & G SBT3 T FHAE &
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the cause of action. There is no coercive action
initiated against any one of them or against
anyone who made use of their online gaming
platforms. (Pages 20-24).

I 3T AIET AT WEHH BT IGENT BT el
# T Z | (3T 20-24)

@ The Karnataka High Court analysed the impugned FHled Iod AT F U FOTeET &1 fagreT
Amendments: [EDIE
% The Amendment Act introduces an expansive S TONET ST R 2(7) % T&d AT B TH
definition of 'gaming’ under Section 2(7) by ERT;IF! SR T B 2 T ST
including all online games which involve all . ﬁJJ . . ﬁ?
forms of wagering or betting. The definition of e & forr mi? goT % aﬁf T T 7229 mz
the term 'wagering or betting' itself is widened I & | 913 ‘H2aTsr a1 agearst @ qryrar &
to engulf even a game of skill _involving money 9% B T BT P G § T T fHar 79T &
or qtherW|se, hpwever,_e_zxcl uding horse racing B} Far Ife & a7 e, i & oA &
subject to certain conditions. - 2 5 / >
< Smilarly, it expansively alters the definitions of . | geers ‘ 5 .
‘common gaming house' under Section 2(3), * gl 7%, 78 4R 2(38) # = T AT EH
'wagering or betting' in Explanation (i) to BT GRYTIST BT % Y 7 TET 3T 8, T
Section 2(7), 'instruments of gaming' under (1) & a7 2(7), afT % s:;\c{ﬁ:a\r;\q' AFTT
Section 2(11), 'online gaming' under Section 2(11) SRT 2 (12 ) 3 Jeq of AR
2(12 A), 'place’ under Section 2(13). Thus, the ’ . g Og L L
amendment encompasses in its fold games of RT 2(18) % & 74T T ¥ 159 G A
skill, too, offered to users through the online BISIT B 39T BIeS T 5 o AT & A ITErTEdr
platforms/portals/applications played with 3T BT STAAT TEE q“,g(,,/,ﬂ,'g\q, 21 & AT HeT
onetary stakes or ot S A S 5 A 3 G T A o A
< Section 78(1)(vi) & (vii) post amendment . ) A -
proscribes the Act of running online gaming “ 81T 78 {1) (6) @ (7) f”ﬁgr'{ @ dre \‘3'7’7'7‘
platforms offering games of skill to its users. SYANTEAA Bl BIIT & Tl Bl GBI BT aTed
These expanded definitions are the building 3T @57 T GBI Tl & ST @l gfaarerd
blocks of penal provisions such as Sections 78, FaT T 13 Rl aRuTee Ry 78, 79, 80, 87,
79, 80, 87, 114 & 128A. . c Y
o 114 3 128 T 57 32 gFeFl & A 72 &
¢ Thenet effect of the Amendment Act isowners of .. ¢ . . -
online gaming houses, providers of online * H'?ﬁ”.:’ a#éiﬁzw Bl qE THIT STl ’i.ﬁ”
gaming facilities, and players of online games gl @ Fiferal, siegT 6T glaErst &
all become offenders liable to be jailed & fined garar, IR SieET 1 & Rgenst 74 sraureh
in terms of penal provisions. The amended i ¥ S e gEa F -
Section 128A makes these offences both T A E S 5 % A A 3 .
cognisable & non-bailable. CTrET ST 9T & | FIfer ’e'JRT ng 5T ST
«» As mentioned in the Comparative Tables above, Pl e ST AT ST ST Al E
the definition of 'pure game of skill' under the & SHE FI B JANTAE dliwr d ST Har
Pr:inci psl Act I;as utndergone a substantial T 2, R gae % dsd ‘BT @ J= T
change by amendment. BT TRYTT F Fire BT 94 g faar T 2 |
< The amended section retains an exclusion for P = Bror 3 grz BT % e P
"pure games of skill' while omitting the exclusion T T BT e “:i\ T a’j
that benefited the players of games of skill with FHIT Tl &, Tdle 3T AR B BIF T &
financial stakes in the pre-amendment regime. foa qef e s 4 feciier a1 & a1 9T &
< The amended definition of 'gaming' prohibits T & Raar=ar I @ 3 ar |
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online games of skill when played with monetary
stakes, isnot disputed by the respondents. (Pages
33-35)

Highlightsof H.C. Judgment
€ In terms of the Chamarbaugwalla 1 judgment of

Supreme Court: Gambling is something that does
not depend to a substantial degree upon the exercise
of skill, and therefore something which does depend,
ought not to be considered asgambling; asalogical
conclusion, a game that involves a substantial
amount of skill is not gambling. (Page 50)

In the K.R. Lakshmanan case, the Supreme Court
explicitly stated that the expression “gaming' in the
two Acts has to be interpreted in the light of the law
|aid down by this Court in the two Chamarbaugwalla
cases, wherein it has been authoritatively held that
a competition which substantially depends on skill
isnot gambling. (Page 52)

The collective ratio unmistakably emerging from all
the decisionsmentioned in paragraphs| X & X above
put succinctly is a game of chance and a game of
skill although are not poles asunder, they are two
distinct legal concepts of constitutional significance.
The distinction liesin the amount of skill involved in
the games. (Pages 57-58).

There may not be a game of chance that does not
involve a scintilla of skill, and similarly, there is no
game of skill that does not involve some elements of
chance. Whether a game is a 'game of chance' or a
‘game of skill' is to be adjudged by applying the
Predominance Test: a game involving a substantial
degree of skill is not a game of chance but isonly a
game of skill and that it does not cease to be one
even when played with stakes.

As a corollary of this, a game not involving
substantial degree of skill is not a game of skill but
is only a game of chance and therefore falls within
the scope of Entry 34 in the Sate List. (Para 58)

We are of the considered view that the games of skill
do not metamorphise into games of chance merely
because they are played online, ceteris paribus.
(Page 62)

As internet gaming/online gaming in the form of
business continues to evolve exponentially,
participation increases, particularly among young

< T FT FNET aRTar T4 & a1a & AT G A
9T PIIT & AT T B GfdEEd &l g,
FaveTars 2T faafea @ 1 (4T 33-35)

Tl fEw @ e faguad
& 3 I & FAREFTET 1 B3 & J5H 4 3

Ut &I & ST BT & ST T BH E2 dd [T T
AT A ARG, T Al ey @ &9, G GAr
7 for qafe AT 7 i T & e 78 8 | (U
50)

&. 31 TG A 7 AT B T T 7Y FE [
BT & QAREFTEIAT 9/l 4 Feiia & & S
7 @ AHT ARG, o7 a8 SAfeEiE =7 F ST
fzm war % g gforaifrar st @t &7 a@
#rord @ fre wvar & qom 78 21 (758 52)
S 3T T WE 9 g 10 ¥ Swwiad g FAvEr &
w2z BY A THIH AAl Aqed I Feq 7 el wl
T HAT BITA F TA &, FAllG T FAT TEl 8, d
A 98 I 2l e Byt Saemnd & | 92 Zar
7 omf @isreT @1 qmEr § ffe 21 (@ 57-58)
AT 7 &1, 37 34T 778, BT BT FIZ T 61 & 777
T % ZB ad JHd 781 &1 & | 371 I5 2 b Bl
T E a1 ‘BT B T BT HOT gEerar qeer B
Y &7% [T AT &5 U T o qared 97T § @19t
T 3, T7 4% BT e T2l & alodh B BT BT Tl
& 317 77 a9 F Toq 97 4 0% 78 B 2/

3% U R & B9 § U U7 T[99 g4t aEr §
FISIT AT TET & a2 BIIT BT T T21 &8, dfeds BT
A1 1 Tl & ST FAY 7T Al 7 gghe 34 % arat
F sar 21 (a1 58)

&I glaaifRa feram & f& @t & @@ dad
a1 & @@ 4 wyaka 7@ &id & #FifE I
FiqegT dd ard 8, #2RT Rew | (37 62)
SF S I % B § 3T AMT /SarET AHT
AT # farpfie 2T 72T &, 9rierT ag 76 &, A 37
garEt 7 1 4 @ 7 g B 7 HlEd arid

72

SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2022



MEDIA BEAT

people who are comparatively more familiar with
the new technology. It is likely that the problems
associated with such games may surfacein due course.

Regulation of online gaming based upon study &
research will have to evolve to further the
understanding of the impact of this mode of access
based on the experience and incidence of
behavioural addictions & disorders. (Page 89)

Science & technology are indisputably intertwined
with the social and privatelives of the citizenry world
over. Online gaming, too, is a product of
technological advancement.

Online games, as contra-distinguished from
gambling, are also a form of expression and partake
the character of business. It may also be a pursuit of
happiness that falls within the contours of liberty &
privacy of an individual. (Page 92)

The Amendment Act puts games of skill and games
of chanceon par, when they are polesasunder, in the
light of obtaining jurisprudence. The games of skill,
in addition to being a type of expression, are entitled
to protection under Article 19(1)(g) by virtue of their
recognition as a business. (Page 101)

There are competing interests of the State and the
individual, which need to be balanced by employing
known principles such as the doctrine of
proportionality, least restrictivetest & thelike. (Page
101)

Apparently, the case of the petitionersis not one of
gambling; their business does not involve any act
which is determined by the wheel of fortune. (Page
110)

Thus, the amended definition of 'gaming' under
Section 2(7), to the extent it does not admit the
difference between skill games and chance games, is
in direct contradiction to the amended Section 176,
which intends to maintain such a difference.

The very definition of 'gaming' as amended suffers
from the vice of over-inclusiveness/over-broadness
of the idea of gaming as enacted in the charging
provisions of the Act that are animated by
Chamarbaugwalla Jurisprudence. (Page 116)

In the considered view of this Court, the impugned
legislative action that has clamped an absolute

& |98 FUIET € [a 39 78 & Tell 3 3 TR
qreT 7T FAT 37T Fobedl & |

IR AT T BT & S ST e &
ST 97 Ugd % 39 A1ld @ TIT I T ST TG
@ [oTq ST ST STHE % TS 97 SiaET T
& 7 @ fa@ld & &rm | (47-89)

farzrT 37 et fHidars &7 7 gfar o7 & ArRe &
AT AT [T ST T G2 89 & | S AT or
THHIDT T BT U 398 2 |

AT AHT JT F 47 81 & HRT T T %
&Y & A7 FGAT & arT &1 R 8198 o #
I 1 & Tl & ST [T e @ dadr 7 fHorar
% e 7 ot & (U 92)

AT ST e s & B HATld
q BT & G ST 91T & T @l FUTH W
Gar &, A9 & ATT-3T & & |BT & Tl
U YT @ AT 8F & STardl, U Zaqd & 59
¥ argar & e 7 oges 19 (1) () # 7@
g7eT % &%er £ (47 101)

T ST @l % Gl f2d E, R sgaiiadr &
gl &9 4 &7 Yfaaees TiemT 37 41 a8 @& &
firgter 1 T 257 Agferd &7 a1 sTasaawdr 2 | (@7
101)

TR & aii@rata’ &1 amem qq &1 T8 8,
% FIag ¥ &1 eqT FF e & &
g # g% @ fefRa gar &1 (357 110)

57 THET GRT 2 (7) & &7 AT 3 AT THIT,
TET % T& FIIT TA AT GH T B dr AT s
i TE #Al &, AT €RT 176 % e ey
¥ 2, 1 37 @78 & 377 &I a1 79 & ZU0ET Tl &
TN &9 7 AT BT GRYTT, FARGETEAT T
BT ST ST & aifeT graemr 4 s
AT & feram & St T /A2 & &9 7
777 B (497 116)

59 =g & GrEiid gftesor 4, At e
FraE o B & T Gel 9 Qo gfaqe @
far 8, smqutasar & Rigta @1 srEeaar &iar &
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embargo on all games of skill defiesthe principle of
proportionality and is far excessive in nature and
therefore violates Article 14 of the Constitution on
the ground of ‘ manifest arbitrariness (Pages 117-118)

The Amendment Act suffersfromtheinfirmity of this
kind inasmuch as Section 2(7), which encompasses
all games regardless of the skill involved, renders
the charging provisions enacted in section 176 read
with Sections 79 & 80 of the Principal Act so vague
that the men of common intelligence will not bein a
position to guess at its true meaning and differ asto
the scope of its application and therefore, is liable
to be voided. (Page 119)

1. The provisions of Sections 2, 3, 6, 8 & 9 of the
Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act 2021, i.e.,
Karnataka Act No. 28 of 2021, are declared to be
ultra vires the Constitution of India in their entirety
and accordingly are struck down.

2. The consequences of striking down of the subject
provisionsof the Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act
2021, i.e., Karnataka Act No. 28 of 2021, shall
follow. However, nothing in this judgment shall be
construed to prevent appropriate legislation from
being brought about concerning the subject, i.e.,
‘Betting & gambling’ in accordance with provisions
of the Constitution.

3. A Writ of Mandamus is issued restraining the
respondents frominterfering with the online gaming
businessand allied activities of the petitioners. (Pages
122-123)

COMMENT
1. Asper the(Indian Brand Equity Foundation) IBEF's

|atest forecast, the Indian Media and Entertainment
Industry is anticipated to reach US$ 24-100 billion
by 2030.

Within the M&E Sector, the Animation, Visual
Effects, Gaming and Comic (AVGC) sector is
growing at a rate of ~29%, while the audio-visual
sector and services arerising at the rate of ~25%;
is recognised as one of the champion sectors by
the Government of India.

The online gaming industry in India stood at Rs. 90
billion (US$ 1.23 billion) in FY20, increasing at a
CAGR of 26% between FY20 and FY22 to reach Rs.

ST 9id 4 g 3fHE & AT FAY AT Bl THS
A & U T ALGH & ABE 14 FH ITeAqT
#7ar &1 (47 117-118)

qoe ARTT 37 T7F @ gdaar 7 T & s
gRT 2(7), o7 onfier BisrT @1 wrarE o ad
Al @ I fBar T B, g AT # 4nr 79
AT 80 F A UleT §RT 176 7 AfAAfIT aTAT
UGG F 3 SR G & & AEE ghs ard
ZfeT 37% FET oref &7 A @ BT et 7 78T &
S 3% AT & Y F (4T &1 ST g T &
% forg oerr 2| (@7 119)

1. FAlew §ferg (qanga), styfam 2021 #1
§RT 2, 3, 6, 8 3 9 & UIAYM, AT 2021 &
FHle® SIeHaT ge&ar 28, »1 797 "9 T WRd &
A

2. FAfew Yforg (Fanem) sfifraT 2021, art
2021 % FAleE AEATT G 28 % [A9F wELHl
FI T HTH & GROIFT B | T, 37 BAeT 7§ 75
39 [a9 & FATET 3l B B T @ [o1q T&T Er
TR, T AT & AL & AT agearst
ST g/

TffafeEr § &E & 7 gfaanar & i & g
TS # @ Re art faar amr 21 (37 122-123)

feuqufy

1. (377 aiz 3fad wSsem) STEdETE & A9

QI % AT, WA =T ST AT SET &
2030 T% 24-100 [&feTaT RSP S[eT 7% Gga &l

S

. UHUEE FFeT % WidT, QHHIM, [T s%ad, HT

57 #ifhe (TEi) H727-29% @i & 4 98 7ET 8
Fald AMSA-AGAT T 3T FaT -25% @ a7 4
qg 72T 2, YT T 1T 91999 SF1 § 7 U & B9
1T 1T & |

T § 3719 @gT AET FEFT faT aw 2010 F 90 37T
59 (1.23 97T FRF S@T) o1, S Ty 2020
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10.

143 billion (US$ 1.96 billion) by FY22 due to a
rapid increase in consumption. The country posted
average revenue of US$ 8.8 per user, with a user
penetration rate of 10.1%.

The online gaming segment registered a 45% growth
in revenues in FY20. The user base surpassed 365
million by March 2020, with real money games
(RMG), both card-based and fantasy, witnessing
strong traction.

Casual gaming also recorded strong consumption
uptake, with in-app monetisation seeing momentum
in FY20.

In her recent Budget 2022 Speech, the Finance
Minister announced the formation of an AVGC
Promotion Task Force comprising all relevant
stakeholders.

Among the many functions envisioned for this task
force, one of the crucial oneswill be to recommend
ways to realise the vast untapped potential of this
sector both within and outside India and
subsequently build domestic capacity and standards
for serving local and international markets through
large scale job opportunities and deployment of
|atest technologies.

In the light of these developments, recent
amendments in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka show a
regressive moralistic policy approach of certain
Sate Gover nments. No doubt, the Courts have struck
down the efforts of the Sate Gover nmentsto ban all
forms of online gaming.

Sill, at the sametime, thereisalack of a centralised
policy approach to allow online gaming. In earlier
columns, this writer has advocated the formulation
of a Model Law by the Central Government, which
could then be suitably adopted by State
Governments. This Model Law is nowhere in sight.

As per Statista research India recorded about 365
million online gamers in 2020. This number was
estimated to reach 510 million by the fiscal year
2022. Overall, India ranked the highest in terms of
the growth in online game downloads on app
stores, with a growth rate of 165 per cent between
2016 to 2018. This is expected to be the fastest-
growing sector in the Media and Entertainment
Industry. Fingers crossed for the health of the
Online Gaming Industry. ®

10.

3T forT o 2022 % &g 26% BT HTHIHAT T q@HT
TUT § ghe & FR faaad 2022 @& 143 fAfrET
(3Rl 1.96 [T s/7) 7% 987 747 110.1% @i
SUIRTHAT 94T &7 & A1, 391 & Gicl SUANTar STHRBT
8.8 @ 3Fd T G2 4T |

. ST AT T 7 [T av 20 F 7T 7 45% @

gl & @I |SYArTEdl A4 97 914 2020 7% 365
&, g T 7 (AGHE) % A7 a9gd BT a7
el

. BT AT T T FAGA TIT 3 B, [Ty 2020 F

57U TEI@0 4§ it & T |

. 379 EIferaT 912 2022 997 §, for w7 T 74T Aatea

[RAER® &I M Fd §T T TSI G 2
BT & TS B 90T @l |

59 FEAT % [o1q GRBTT 5 FE 7 7 % Tedqo
P T % HIdT 3T aET 37 & I [T TG
AT T UEATT BT & bl @ et &1 &°m
ST qTE F g2 W 97 R 377 ST aant
AT % forq g3 & ST ATaT T (AT 2T 21 | 32
YA 97 T @& T 37 AT ddibl i T |

. 37 g & SAE § aAfaAg AT FAesd 7 & 7

HIATET B T4 FHNT & Gl e i gl
Bl T & | 44z, =raradr 7 79 9E@w & AR
AT 97 gfdaer @I & T THIT & TIIl # FT
& fear 2/

. fez ofy, Ay &, s @ AT B S & & g

U% Halgd AT BT BT AT & 13T TEd B
BTl H, 3 TEF 7 3 THT ENT T A5 FITT &
fror @t a@rd @ 8 o ae § 7 waEn 2
IUGFT B T HYAET AT T & | T8 AT FIFT FEl
ToAT FE T E |

RIeFT 9 & HFAT WA T 2020 H TTHT 365
P SATeTE 9 &1 (4 | 97 7T [T a9 2022
@ 510 FfeTaT % 9ga- & SIgA o7 | BT st
YT 2016 H 2018 % &I 165 UIA9IT @I gha & AT
Uq =1 97 AT T4 SIETAIE 4 gl & T 4 JaT
FUY 2 | T8 AT 3T AR FET § 7G4 qoit 7 qE
I &7 B @ IFIE & | T T FET %
fereT & forq &1 &7 At o | m

75

SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2022
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JIO PLATFORMS LTD
AND SES ANNOUNCE JV
TO DELIVER HIGH-
PERFORMANCE
SATELLITE-BASED
BROADBAND SERVICES

ACROSS INDIA

New joint venture will extend network reach
and resiliency by leveraging SES's satellites
in both geostationary and medium earth orbits,
including O3b mMPOWER

JoPlatformsLimited (“JPL"), India’sleading digital
service provider, and SES, aleading global satellite-based
content connectivity solutions provider, announced the
formation of ajoint venture—Jio Space Technology Limited
— to deliver the next generation scalable and affordable
broadband servicesin Indialeveraging satellite technol ogy.
JPL and SES will own
51% and 49% equity
stakeinthejoint venture
respectively.

Thejoint venture
will usemulti-orbit space
networks that is a
combination of
geostationary (GEO) and
medium earth orbit
(MEO) satellite
constellations capabl e of delivering multi-gigabit linksand
capacity to enterprises, mobile backhaul and retail customers
across the length and breadth of India and neighbouring
regions.

The joint venture will be the vehicle for providing
SES ssatellite dataand connectivity servicesin India, except
for certaininternationa aeronautical and maritime customers
who may be served by SES. It will have availability of upto
100 Gbps capacity from SESand will leverage Jio’spremiere
position and sales reach in India to unlock this market
opportunity. As part of investment plan, the joint venture
will develop extensive gateway infrastructure in India to
provide services within the country. Jio, as an anchor

R wewd fafrs &
THIUH & 9Rd W § 3
ygye ¥Swge Seid
gisas qamsit & faikd
B & fo1Q GYFT I Al
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TAT FYFT IUHA 13T THUIET AlEd qRIaE T

T GeAfl, M1 AT § THEUA & HSwIEe B rd

AT &1 T f2fotea fan e ‘ordn wiew fafies’

(9 ) A THETA, U T dfvadh Hewiee et Amr

Frifereferet FATE UeTaT | U 599 2eM ot A et

ez’ & Tod & =T @I, S Hewse ddidl & ard

9E &I | FAUE 3T

THEUA & 9 HYE I8

T a9 51% 3T 49%

HECCARE il

Ted @l T BT Al

fo5 Form=emT (Agar)

AT Aqitzgw 3 3Nz

(THE3T ) HearEe TaAT B

TF FAH € S 9T 9 USFl &30 & SEi, AEEd dJeard

AN ST MED B @als AR AR 4 Aeel T il AT
AT 9 B T e 2 |

& HCTES 221 AN FHTerel Jard M d7d @l "read

2 | 399 THEUH F 100 FEMIITH 29T 7 bl SUAEdT 2N

AY 29 TN & AT & 3D B & [0 TR 7 o1 &l

ditrer Rafd i el 9ga @1 @ Tor | Faer I &

ol & =0 ¥ #gad eM 91 & I HE e & & fog

AT § IS T2d SHaa? [ahd S | Tga &M & Uh

76 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2022



SAT BROADBAND

customer of thejoint venture, has entered into a multi-year
capacity purchase agreement, based on certain milestones
along with gateways and equipment purchase with total
contract value of circaUS $100 million.

Thejoint venturewill leverage SES-12, SES' shigh-
throughput GEO satellite serving India, and O3b mPOWER,
SES's next-generation MEO constellation, to extend and
complement Jio’s terrestrial network, increasing access to
digital services and applications. Jio will offer managed
services and gateway infrastructure operations services to
the joint venture.

AsCovid-19 hasdemonstrated, accessto broadband
isimperativefor full participationinthenew digital economy.
This joint venture will be a catalyst for connecting the
unconnected areas within India and the region to the full
range of digital services, offering access to remote health,
government services, and distance learning opportunities.

Akash Ambani, Director of Jio, said, “While we
continueto expand our fibre-based connectivity and FTTH
business and invest in 5G, this new joint venture with SES
will further accel erate the growth of multigigabit broadband.
With additional coverage and capacity offered by satellite
communications services, Jio will be able to connect the
remotest towns and villages, enterprises, government
establishments, and consumers to the new Digital India
We are excited about this new journey combining our
massive reach and customer base with SES's innovative
leadership and expertise in the satellite industry.”

Steve Collar, CEO of SES, said, “ Thisjoint venture
with JPL is a great example of how SES can complement
eventhemost extensiveterrestrial networksto deliver high-
quality connectivity, and positively affect the lives of
hundreds of millions of people. We look forward to this
joint venturewhereby we can play arolein promoting digital
inclusioninIndia.”

Thejoint venture also alignswith the Hon' ble Prime
Minister's Gati Shakti: Nationd Master Plan for Multi-modal
Connectivity’ initiativeto provide integrated and seamless
connectivity by implementing diverseinfrastructure. It will
also accelerate the achievement of the Connect Indiagoals
inthe 2018 National Digital Communications Policy and the
Digital India programme by expanding broadband
connectivity to Indian citizens across Indian geography.

ABOUT JIO PLATFORMS LIMITED

Jio Platforms Limited (“Jio”), a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Reliance Industries Limited, hasbuilt aworld-
class al-1P data strong future proof network with latest
4G LTE technology (through itswholly owned subsidiary,

U? ek & %9 § f5721 7 @1 100 Mo swiar 2w &
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Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited). It is the only network
conceived and born as a Mobile Video Network from the
ground up and supporting Voice over LTE technology. It
is future ready and can be easily upgraded to support
even more data, astechnol ogies advance onto 5G, 6G and
beyond.

Jio has brought transformational changes in the
Indian digital services space to enable the vision of
Digital Indiafor 1.3 billion Indians and propel Indiainto
global leadership in the digital economy. It has created
an eco-system comprising of network, devices,
applications and content, platforms, service experience
and affordabletariffsfor everyoneto livethe Jio Digital
Life. Aspart of its customer offers, Jio hasrevolutionised
the Indian telecom landscape by making voice calls for
Jio customers absolutely free, across India, to any
network, and always.

ABOUT SES

SEShasabold visionto deliver amazing experiences
everywhere on earth by distributing the highest quality
video content and providing seamless connectivity
around the world. As the leader in global content
connectivity solutions, SES operates the world’s only
multi-orbit constellation of satellites with the unique
combination of global coverage and high performance,
including the commercially-proven, low-latency Medium
Earth Orbit O3b system. By leveraging a vast and
intelligent, cloud-enabled network, SESisableto deliver
high-quality connectivity solutions anywhere on land, at
sea or in the air, and is a trusted partner to the world’s
leading telecommunications companies, mobile network
operators, governments, connectivity and cloud service
providers, broadcasters, video platform operators and
content owners. SES's video network carries over 8,500
channels and has an unparalleled reach of 361 million
households, delivering managed media services for both
linear and non-linear content. M

fafes & "rem &) & W o favaig site e o
227 Tgd WA I% "2dd a9l ¢ |98 UHAE A2dd o
STHa] Fed T &l AT & AN 3HT T A1 Al 12ad &
w9 4 gA & AN T2 AGA AT TASls adb-idl b1 FHH &Il
% | e IS & [0 ar & A7 35 AR | e 220 @ 79
T HA & C AEE H AT B S Al 2, il
TAITBAT 5911, 6511 X T 3N T el A 78T & |

/I 9 1.3 [T 9rdEi & [ 2Red si=zan &
3tz &l HeW F AN WA @I 2fied e § Jivas
T @ foru U @i & fog e e fensi & e
URgETT gedd @ & |38 o f2fofed @gw St & g
AT & [T "2adh, IS, U™ AT AT, TeHH, T,
I AN fohmEar 2R & Jad U 3o B aemen | 3T
e AT & B8 & =4 § LT T a1 Tedhi & e 97 9rd
4 [T A1 Tedes T AR S99 A9 B Hle A HEr
aREed | il o & % |
SO @ a] A
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Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

Contact: Mob.: +91-7021850198 Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com
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5G HURDLES FOR
BROADCAST

5G Spectrum allocation has jolted the
broadcasters in a way which could prove
disruptive to their services.

The 5G spectrum allocation has thrown the
broadcasters in a tizzy. And the Telecom Regulatory
Authority has been seeking a
response from Department of
Telecom over the concerns raised
by broadcasters on the 5G
spectrum allocation. Broadcasters
have genuine concerns on the
allocation of spectrum in mid-band.

The main issue relates
around the C-band or mid-band
spectrum band 3,300 MHz-4,200
MHz. Indian broadcasters use the
allotted C-Band of 3,700 MHz-4,200
MHz.

International Telecommunications Union (ITU)
stipulates 3,600 MHz as the upper limit for telecom
companies, whilst 3,300-3,600 MHz for 5G allocation has
been kept by the government.

There could be apossibility that 3,300 MHz - 3,670
MHz and bands maybe even beyond could be kept for 5G.

This could be the crux of theissue.

Broadcasters dread the prospect of revised
guidelines will eventually impact their services.
Broadcasters had alerted the Govt on this and the 1&B
Ministry has been writing to the DOT on this issue.
Hopefully the issue should be resolved resulting in a
optimum solution for all stakeholders. ®
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NEXT-GEN ANDROID
TV SERVICE ON
SATELLITE, IPTV

AND OTT

Allente Launches Next-gen Android TV Service
on Satellite, IPTV and OTT Thanks to Hybrid
KAON STB and 3SS UX

3 Screen Solutions (3SS) and KAONMEDIA
announce that Nordic pay-TV giant has launched its next-
generation super-aggregated TV services for Scandinavia
onanAndroid TV STB, supporting direct-to-home (DTH)
satellite, IPTV and OTT.

Powerful hybrid KAON BCM 72180 PVR STBs (set-
top box) will be available to Allente’s over 1 million
subscribers, enabled by KAON middieware, NAGRA Media
CAS, Broadcom 72180 SoC and
based on 3SS UX (user

Aedlze, ARURE! AR
3R W AR oA

Te=e  F2eze, AU 37 S 7 JHE A

3 T AU (3TATA ) AT HUSCFAT T =

F T fo AfE® 9236 v 7 Sfige-z-2m (3a)

HodEe, ARURE T LR F A i gQ UgEs @l

TSN YT T[T & o0 37T 3Rl 9el &l o T
2T A @ B2 |

ST T3 HUSNTT GRIUH 72180 UGN THEET

(i 21 d), G @ 1 B 3 s TeE &

U N, ST BUAT WSeraar

experience) technology. The
servicewill haveaphased rollout
throughout the Nordic regionin
2022, starting with Sweden.
PVR functiondity will be
rolled out later this year. With
KAON STB middleware fully
integrated with the Android TV
software stack, new pre-certified
Android TV capabilities are

AT AT AU, FEHM 72180
THAFT 1T Fe 3 3THTH JuaT
(TwEarTRdl 39 ) dEel T
R % | 9 FaT &1 2022 § §F
(S T § TTEE =9 F TS
7 2|

AT wEsHferel & 39 A

enabled. These include Custom
Over-The-Air Update, accel erating the introduction of new
appealing features.

In 2021 Allente became one of the world's first
operators to complete Google Common Broadcast Stack
integration on an Android TV Operator Tier STB. The
integration was completed in just six monthsthanksto close
collaboration between Allente, KAONMEDIA, NAGRA,
Broadcom, 3SSand Google. Google created its standardized
Common Broadcast Stack (CBS) to help more TV viewers
get the next-generation app-rich services they crave,
enabled by the Android TV Operating System (OS).
Adopting CBS meanseasier and faster integration for hybrid
Android TV OS devices, accelerated time-to-market,
simplified upgrades and reduced overall TCO (total cost of
ownership).
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Allente’'s new hybrid KAON STB delivers high
performance, with proven next-gen 3SS-engineered customer
experience.

The Nordic region’s pre-eminent pay-TV provider,
Allente continues to build upon its first successful 3SS-
enabled project, OnePlace, the satellite and OTT service
which Canal Digital launched in February 2018. In 2019 the
service was named “Best TV User Experience” in the
prestigious CSI Awards. Allente was
later formed from the merger of Viasat
Consumer and Canal Digital in May
2020. The operator offers TV services
and broadband to customers in
Norway, Sweden, Denmark and
Finland.

Jon Espen Nergard, Allente
CTO, said, “We' revery excited to now
offer our next-generation service to
subscribers via satellite, IPTV and
OTT streaming.”

“We thank our amazing
partners KAON and 3SS, and all our technology
collaborators, in helping us provide our customers with a
rich array of content, including their favorite apps, all
wrapped in a world-class 3SS-enabled experience and
delivered on KAON’s powerful STB,” he added.

“We congratulate Allente for going live with its next-
gen TV offering, whichishbringing atruly advanced service,
abundant with top entertainment, to viewers across the
Nordic region,” commented Tom Buhl, KAON Media
Executive Vice President. “We look forward to continuing
to support Allente, atrue pioneer in our industry,” he said.

“In making its super-aggregated service available to
consumers in so many ways, Allente is yet again
demonstrating its abiding commitment to providing a
superior entertainment experience to all subscribers, on
satellite, OTT and IPTV,” says Kai-Christian Borchers,
Managing Director of 3SS. “Allente is at the vanguard of
technological innovation and customer focus, and we are
extremely proud of our long and ongoing partnership.”

Thisproject was delivered in adherence with modern
principles of agile development, first introduced to Canal
Digital by 3SS, featuring“ SAFe” (Scaled Agile Framework),
the practical experience-based software development
framework. SAFebringsall stakeholdersin aproject together,
both in-house and partners. All parties understand their
objectives and interdependencies, and status of a granular
deliverables roadmap. SAFe delivers accelerated,
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streamlined innovation, better productivity, effective
planning and superior products.

Google, Google Play and Android TV aretrademarks
of GoogleLLC.

ABOUT ALLENTE

Allenteisaleading Nordic TV operator, providing
top quality TV and broadband services to over 1 million
customersin Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland. The
company was established in May 2020 by amerger between
Canal Digital and Viasat Consumer. In 2021, Allente had
revenues of SEK 6.9 hillion. Allente is owned 50/50 by
Telenor Group and NENT Group.

ABOUT KAON

KAON is a technology leader in pay-TV and
broadband solutions. We ensure the connected home
technol ogy which enables consumersto simply changethe
way they experience entertainment and information within
the home with the full line-up of innovative platforms and
service solutions to give users easy access to multi-screen
experiences anywhere, at any time. KAONMEDIA iswell
recognized by Tier 1 Operatorsin more than 90 countries.
Headquartered in South Korea, KAONMEDIA has global
presencein over 24 countriesincluding Germany, Norway,
France, Spain, Portugal, Australia, USA, Brazil, Mexico,
Colombia, Japan, and others.

ABOUT 3 SCREEN SOLUTIONS (3SS)

3SS delivers experiences people love. We enable
seamless entertainment experiences across all screens,
for and together with service providers worldwide. 3SS
isthe go-to partner to co-create the best possible services
in an agile, open and collaborative way. Founded in 2009,
we are an acknowledged leader in system integration,
software engineering, UI/UX design innovation and
solution architecture. We created 3Ready, the world's
leading Entertainment Ecosystem, to accel erate launches
of entertainment services on all devices, co-create and
enable customer-centric innovation. The award-winning
3Ready Entertainment Ecosystem counts 17 operators
with 35 million usersreach, and two automotive projects.
Major operatorsworldwiderely on 3SSinnovation. These
include A1 Telekom Austria Group, Swisscom, Tele2,
Allente, Proximus, TCC Uruguay, ElisaEstonia, Altibox,
ORS, Yes, Vodafone, Norlys, Liberty Global, SES, Eutel sat,
and O2/Telefonica. Broadcast customers include
ProSiebenSat.1, Joyn (ProSiebenSat.1/Discovery),
SUPER RTL (TOGGO), n-tv, Blockbuster and Viacom,
among others. &
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E-AUCTION

PRASAR BHARATI
RAKES IN MEGA
BUCKS

Prasar Bharati has raked in mega bucks as part of
sale of MPEG-4 dlots. Prasar Bharati hasgot Rs15.24 crore
from the sale of 12 MPEG-4 slotson DD Free Dish during
the recent e-auction.

The 12 successful channelsfrom the e-auction were
Aastha Bhajan, Bflix Movies, Chardikala Time TV, India
NewsUP/UK, News 18 UP/UK, News24, News | ndia24x7,
News State UP/UK, Raftar, Samay, Sudarshan News, and
Swadesh News.

The successful channels have won the slots for the
period - April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023.

The average bid/revenue per slot has gone up 43%
to Rs 1.27 crore this year from last year's Rs 0.89 crore.
Meanwhile, the highest bid price has gone up by 42.85% to
Rs 1.6 crorethisyear from Rs1.12 crorelast year.

Prasar Bharati has issued a notice inviting
applications for allotment of MPEG-2 slots of
DD Free Dish DTH Platform for the period from 1st April,
2022, to 31st March, 2023. Thedotswill be awarded through
the 4th annual/58th e-auction that will be held from 7th
March tentatively.

Prasar Bharati has categorised TV channels in
different buckets based on the genres/language of the
channel. Thereserve price for Bucket A+ which comprises
All GEC (Hindi) ChanndlsisRs 15 crore. The Bucket A which
includesAll Movie (Hindi) Channels hasareserve price of
Rs12crore.

Bucket B, which comprises All Music (Hindi)
Channels, Sports (Hindi) Channels, GEC (Bhojpuri), Movies
(Bhojpuri), and Teleshopping (Hindi) channels, hasareserve
price of Rs10 crore. Thereserve pricefor News & Current
Affairs (English) and News & Current Affairs (Punjabi)
Channelsthat fall under Bucket CisRs7 crore.

Thereservepricefor Bucket D (All other remaining
Genre/Language Channels) and Bucket R1 (Devotional/
Spiritual/AAY USH Channels) are Rs6 croreand Rs 3 crore
respectively.

Prasar Bharati earned Rs 731.34 crore from the sale
of 57 MPEG-2 slotson DD Free Dish from the third annual
and 52nd e-auction. This was a 23% (Rs 137.09 crore)
increase over the Rs594.25 crorethat it had collected from
thesale of 53 MPEG-2 slotsin March 2020. B
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RUSSIAN CHANNELS
BLOCKED

Russian invasion of Ukraine
has seen Poland’'s National
Broadcasting Council (KRRIT) has
decided to delete anumber of Russian
channelsfrom theregister of permitted
TV servicesin the country.

Asaresult, RT (RussiaToday),
RT Documentary, RTR Planeta, Soyuz
TV and Rossiya 24 will no longer be
allowed to be distributed by cable
networks and satellite and internet
platforms.

KRRIT saysthemovecomesas
a response to the commencement of
hostilities by the Russian Federation
inUkraine.

NEW SPANISHOTT
PLATFORM
Spanish
fibre operation
Avatel’s
recently
launched OTT serviceisbeing run on
a new joint solution that includes
Viaccess-Orca's Service Delivery

Platform, Multi-DRM, and Secure
Video Player; Ateme Encoding, Origin
Packaging, Cloud DVR, and CDN; and
Optiva MediaApps.

Avatel TV is offering 100
channels and boasts an on demand
catalogue of more than 2,500 movies
and TV series. Users can enjoy Avatel
TV in their living room with a voice-
controlled Android TV set-top box
connected to thefibre network or watch
their favourite program anywhere on
their iOS/Android mobile device or
laptop. Avatel has deployed the end-
to-end solution in an on-premises
architecture. VO's SDP empowers
Avatel TV to deliver personalized
content and increase viewer
engagement. Using VO’'sMulti-DRM
and Secure Video Player, the operator
can deliver premium live and VOD
content with the highest content
protection on any device.

LIMEX OFFERS THREE
CHANNELS

LimeX

the European

TV streaming platformisoffering three

TV channels of German broadcaster
Deutsches Musik Fernsehen.

These are Deutsches Musik

Fernsehen, Volksmusik. TV and Lilo TV.
The three channels are assembled for
broadcasting at Munich-based service
provider |P-Broadcast.

MIDDLE EAST BETS BIG ON
SPORTS

Thenumber of subscriptionsto
Starzplay inthe Middle East and North
Africahasincreased.

Average revenue per user also

increased by 30% as subscribers
picked up in more sports packages
including Premier SportsLeague (live
rugby) and ICC Men’'sT20 World Cup
cricket.
Maaz Sheikh, CEO STARZPLAY, said:
“Live sports have the power to bring
peopl e together. We saw an untapped
opportunity to invest in live sports,
which hastremendously benefitted our
business as well as helped transform
the OTT landscape. We launched our
first live sportschannel in 2021 and our
recent study shows that the sports
category on our platform haswitnessed
stupendous growth, which is a
testament to the growing demand for
exclusive and live sports content.”

UAE continues to be the
largest growth market for Starzplay, in
terms of the percentage increase in
sign-ups, followed by Saudi Arabia
and Qatar.

Starzplay’'s MENA edition is
available in 20 countries across the
Middle East, North Africa and
Pakistan. B
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TV TODAY REVENUE SURGE
v
Today has
done well
in its
financials
and its
revenue
touched Rs
257.91
crore for the quarter ended 31st
December 2021 as against Rs 224.02
crorein the last quarter.
The company's revenue from
the TV broadcasting was Rs 197.79
crore from Rs 186.31 crore. Radio
broadcasting revenue increased over
2.5timesto Rs5.81 crorefrom Rs2.12
crore. The revenue from the ‘ Others
segment was up 53% at Rs54.37 crore
asagainst Rs35.53 crore.

DD AD REVENUE SEES
DECLINE

Doordarshan's ad revenues
has seen a decline and dropped to Rs
272.61 crorein 2020-2021 fromRs348.83
crorein2019-20.

Prasar Bharati operates 36
Doordarshan (DD) channels that are
operating in Standard Definition (SD)
mode and three of these channels are
also made availablein High Definition
(HD) modeto the viewersfor enriched
viewing experience. In addition, there

are 51 co-branded educational
channels.

SUN TV POSTS INCREASED
REVENUES
Sun TV
Network's
posted an
increased
revenue at
Rs 975.16
crore as
against Rs
763.27 crore for the corresponding
quarter ended 31st December 2020.
The company's overall
revenueswent up 6.25% at Rs1,033.10
croreasagainst Rs972.34 crore. Total
expensesincreased to Rs485.62 crore
compared to Rs462.91 crore.
Ad revenue increased 22.45%
to Rs 378 crore compared to Rs 309
crorein the same quarter last year.

ZEE REVENUES INCREASE

Zee has posted increased
revenuesto thetune of Rs242.81 crore
for the quarter ended for Q3 FY 22
against Rs 184.38 crore in the same
quarter last year. The network incurred
an expenditure of Rs155.3 croreinthe
same period against Rs 116.0 crore,
recording an increase of 33.9%.

They operate 14 newschannels,
10 regional language channels.

Zee is
expanding
its regional
footprint in
south India
with  the
launch of
four digital
channels--
Zee Tamil

News, Zee Telugu News, Zee Kannada
News, Zee Malayalam News-- on
January 25, 2022.

NDTV SEES PROFITS SURGE
NDTV is
seeing
better
days and
h a s

posted aprofit of Rs27.6 crorefor Q3,
according to its report. The third
quarter has turned out to be its most
profitable onein thelast nineyear, the
news channel has said.

NDTV Limited hasdoubled its
year-to-date profit at Rs41.4 crore. The
Q3 profit standsat Rs17.3 crore.

The network's digital arm -
Convergence - has also witnessed its
highest-ever revenue in the third
quarter.

NDTV Convergence recently
signed a 10-year deal with Taboolafor
Rs750crore. &

... You Know What You Are Doing
But Nobody Else Does

Contact: Mob.: +91-7021850198

Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com

86 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2022



SEE THE
WHOLE ECOSYSTEM.

CREATE. CONNECT. CAPITALIZE.

All things pre-production All things distribution All things reach
to post. and delivery. and ROI.

The 2022 NAB Show is an entirely reimagined experience where everything you could possibly
imagine — and then some — is brought to life. We're talking the entire content lifecycle. And we're
introducing INTELLIGENT CONTENT, where you'll find industry-wide transformation enabling
customized, immersive content. Come along to the most highly anticipated broadcast, media and

entertainment industry event...we promise you'll be in for a surprise!

®
N/NYSBSHOW
7
Where Content Comes to Life
23 - 27 APRIL 2022
LAS VEGAS CONVENTION CENTER
NABSHOW.COM | #NABSHOW

a Conference Pass
or Post|Production World Pass.
Register with code 1D74.

Contact NAB Show India Representative Anushree Ramchandani

to learn all about the benefits of this popular program.

*After 10 April 2022, registration with this code will no longer offer a $100 conference pass discount and an exhibits pass will cost $50 USD.

IMAGINED BY NAB SHOW, ISR
POWERED BY YOU. NABAMPLIFY.COM

Access exclusive curated content on NAB Amplify — an interactive

digital hub that connects you to the world of media and entertainment.

Sign-up is easy and free! NAB AM L FYM



DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

5G ROLLOUT

Q: Please define the 5G benefits and technical
specs?

Don Lyndoh, Meghalaya

Ans.: 5Gislikely to create economic benefitsfor almost
all the industry verticals, accelerating them on an
unprecedented growth trajectory. The Government has
been taking proactive stepsto create incentives by way
of fostering an environment

wherethemajor hurdlesin the

way of 5G. 4.49 The ITU has

defined three standard 5G

service profiles - Massive

Machine to Machine-Type

Communications (mMMTC),

Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency

Communications (URLLC) and

Enhanced Mobile Broadband

(eMBB). These profiles are

expected to meet the

requirements of most

industrial applicationsand are

driving the adoption of 5G for

industrial use cases.

Massive M achineto M achine-
TypeCommunications(mMTC):

Providing connectivity to 10T devices and
machines on alarge scale with connection density of 1
million devices per square km. mMTC supports
extremely high connection densities, enabling
industrial-scale |oT. With it, 5G will be able to connect
up to a million 10T sensors and devices per square
kilometer.

Ultra-ReliableL ow-L atency Communication (URLL C):
For critical applications with latency of 1 milli
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DISH DOCTOR

second. With uRLLC, 5G be able to connect controllers,
switches, sensors, and actuators at latency and
reliability levels equivalent to those of a wired
connection. 5G’s URLLC service profile addresses
several critical applicationsin different industries and
scenarios, such as for manufacturing, automation, and
autonomous equipment or vehicle operation.

Enhanced M obile Broadband (eM BB):

Very High Speed broadband on Cellular Network
with data rates of the order of 20 Gbps. 4.50 Telecom
connectivity has played its important role in
digitalization and automation of processesin almost al
the sectors. Telecom network in 113 Indiais now moving
towards compl ete transformation with the deployment
of 5G cellular technol ogy. With high speed, low-latency,
and high device density, the ultra-reliable 5G
technology can have applications across different
economic verticals and these applications are now
commercially feasible and available. 5G technology
coupled with IoT, Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning and Data Analytics have given rise to
numerous use cases covering almost every economic
vertical such as healthcare, agriculture, transport,
education, industry, mines, ports etc. 4.51 To actualize
thelikely benefits from implementation of 5G use cases
across industry verticals, initiatives need to be taken
for identification and development of Indiaspecific use
cases and impetus is required to be given by the
different Ministries of the Government, Industries
across verticals and technology solution providers. B
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E

On 5th Shalom TV India, Media One,
Kaumudy TV, Powervision TV,
Sathiyam TV, Dheeran TV, Harvest
TV 24x7, Safari, Aashirwad,
Darshana TV Middle East, Dighvijay
News 24x7, Tunes 6 Music,
Velicham TV, Studio One +,
Samachar Plus 24x7 and Reporter
have started on 3854 H, clear. On
7th Shalom TV India, Media One,
Kaumudy TV, Powervision TV,
Sathiyam TV, Dheeran TV, Harvest
TV 24x7, Safari, Aashirwad,
Darshana TV Middle East, Dighvijay
News 24x7, Tunes 6 Music,
Velicham TV, Studio One +,
Samachar Plus 24x7 and Reporter
have left 3854 H; Orange Bangla TV
has left 3876 H; Mojo TV and AP 24x7
have started on 3894 H, clear. On
8th Media One has left 4006 H.

IS 20 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 5th Hope of Glory International
Family Church has started on 12562
H, clear; Remite TV Plus has left;
On 27th Shubhsandesh TV has left
3723 V.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 24th Nick Jr Asia has replaced
Phoenix InfoNews Channel on 10970
H,TrueSport 6 and Bloomberg TV
Asia have left 11090 H; Stingray
IConcerts has left 11170 H.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEGE

On 8th Azaad TV has left 11470 V.
On 10th Goldmines, Goldmines Hindi
and Goldmines Bollywood have
started on 3925 H, clear. On 14th
Bharat Samachar, DD Sahyadri,

India in the past month.

Northeast Live, Bhakthi TV,
Shraddha Mh One, Studio Yuva,
Harvest TV 24x7, Amrita TV, Public
Music, Peppers TV, Bansal News,
Goodness TV, News 1 India and
Aradana TV have started on 11550
V, encrypted. On 19th Mh 1 Dil Se
has started on 4030 H, clear. On 20th
R9 TV has left 3805 H; Munsif TV
has started on 4054 H, clear.

CHINASAT 11 AT98 DEG E

On 2nd Watan HD has started on
4016 H, clear. On 7th Channel Talash
TV and PK Sports have started on
4016 H, clear. On 15th Watan HD,
Channel Talash TV, PK Sports and
B Sports have left 4016 H again. On
16th Watan HD, Channel Talash TV,
PK Sports and B Sports are back on
4016 H, clear. On 21st Falguni TV
has started on 4016 H, clear. On 26th
Watan HD, Channel Talash TV, PK
Sports and Falguni TV have started
on 4009 H, clear; Watan HD,
Channel Talash TV, PK Sports, HBO
Afghanistan and Falguni TV have left
4016 H again.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 2nd DW Deutsch has left 4100
V. On 4th Lucky Music and Tehelka
TV have left 3675 V; Tum News has
started on 4146 H, clear; Tamjeed
TV has left. On 10th ARY World has
started on 4060 V, Irdeto; ARY Digital
UK is now encrypted. On 22nd
Zawiya TV has replaced Channel Z
on 3880 H, clear; TV 99 News HD
has replaced Tum News on 4146 H,
clear.

SES 7/9/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
ON 1st Champions TV HD Pro has

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 90

started on 11861 V; ABV. Champions
TV HD Pro has started on 3900 V,
ABYV; Utami TV is back on 4020 V,
clear. On 9th Sunnah Jalan Pasti TV,
TVRI Jambi and C Musik have left
3766 H; TVRI Jambi has started on
3871 H, clear; TVRI DKI Jakarta has
left; RCTI, GTV, MNC TV, Paramount
Network Asia, Thrill, IMC, History 2
Asia, Nusantara, HBO Asia, Zee
Bioskop, Celestial Movies
Indonesia, Asian Food Network,
CNN Indonesia, Boomerang South
East Asia, Horizon Sports, Toonz
Kids, Cinemax Asia, Nick Jr Asia,
ANTYV and CNBC Indonesia have
left 3934 V.

CHINASAT 10 / NSAT110 AT 110
DEGE
On3rd TTV has left 3560 V.

ASIASAT 9 AT 122 DEG E

On 8th SET Taiwan, SET
International, TVBS Asia and TVBS
News have left 3831 V.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E

On 1st BTV Business has moved
from 3421 V to 3419 V, clear. On
13th Bodhi TV has started on 3427
V, clear; TV Today has left; Omkar
TV has left 3437 V; Lao Star has left
3606 V; Galaxy 4K has left 3623 V;
TV Today has started on 3632 V. On
27th Zoor News, Mega News,
Tehelka TV and Islamic Nashriyat
have started on 3651V, clear; Gold
Sharing TV and Mega Sports have
left again.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E
On 3rd Nickelodeon South East Asia
on 3780 H is now in clear.
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SATELLITE & CABLETV



INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

MagaZine--- CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

NURNBERG #/ MESSE

More Than 28 YearSON

The Easiest Way To Pick Up
The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India...

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are bad
you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of the
Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!
I I I

Contact Details: SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com | Mob: +91 7021850198



B | S® Organised by
Ztl. ala NURNBERG MESSE

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW

13-150CTOBER 2022

mJio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

www.abis-expo.com

Bl SCAT CONTX2022

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW - MUMBAI CONTENT INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI

www.broadcastindiashow.com www.scatindiashow.com www.contentindiashow.com

NirnbergMesse India Pvt. Ltd.

312/313, A Wing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Varun Gaba Pranali Raut
PARTNERSHIP Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai 400059, Director — Projects Asst. Director - Projects
BEYOND BUSINESS Maharashtra, India T: +9122 6216 5303 T: +9122 6216 5313

Registered Office: German House, 2, Nyaya Marg, M: +91 99458 26427 M: +91 99458 26440

Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110 021, India E: varun.gaba@nm-india.com E: pranali.raut@nm-india.com
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