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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The new guidelines announced by the government,
under the ambit of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules 2021, has brought in detailed guidelines for digital
content on both digital media and Over the Top (OTT)
platforms, while giving overriding powers to the
government to step in. This has sent shockwaves across
the industry and big OTT players are trying to come to
terms with the new policy.

Any complaint with regards to the content will need
to be addressed within 15 daysand if it is not satisfactorily
addressed, then the complainant will be referred to a self-
regulatory body collectively established by the OTT
players. Thisbody will be headed by a retired judge of the
Supreme Court, a High Court, or an independent eminent
person fromthefield of media, broadcasting, entertainment,
child rights, human rights or other relevant fields. This
self-regulatory body will have the powers to censure the
content in case if it found to be incriminating.

To top this, at the third tier, the government has
equipped itself with overriding powers in the form of
“ oversight mechanism”. An inter-ministerial committee
will perform this function and it will largely have the
same power s as the collective self-regulatory body of the
OTTs.

The government has equipped itself with “ emergency”
powers. Therulesstate, “ in case of emergency nature” the
Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting may,
“if he is satisfied that it is necessary or expedient and
justifiable” give orders to block public access of any
information.

OTT platforms will have to self-classify content into
five age-based categories — U (Universal), U/A 7+, U/A
13+, U/A 16+, and A (Adult). Platformswould be required
to implement parental locks for content classified as U/A
13+ or higher, and reliable age verification mechanisms
for content classifiedas” A" . Themajority of OTT platforms
currently follow this mechanism.

What remainsto be seen ishow much of thiswill work?
Let's wait and watch...

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

IN10 MEDIA LAUNCHES ISHARA

In10 Media Network launched its Hindi channel
‘Ishara’ and will be available acrossthe DTH and CATV
networks. The production
will be done by Hats Off
Productions, Peninsula
Pictures,  Juggernaut
Productions, Keylight
Productions.

Aditya Pittie,

Managing Director, 1n10

Media Network, said, “As

part of our mission to

provide superior content across genres and platforms,
we are extremely pleased with the addition of Ishara to
our bouquet of network assets. The GEC genre is the
largest in the broadcast ecosystem; and we look forward
to gaining market share in this space. Ishara’s content
aims to symbolise the inherent ability of Indians to
celebrate life through all its ups and downs.”

IN10 MediaNetwork takesthe credit for introduction
of new concepts and fresh programming.

TVO NETWORK BAGS DEEP UPADHYAY

Upadhyay joins TV 9 Network from
News24 where he was Managing Editor
for over seven years. Earlier, he worked
with India TV, Zee News and Dainik
Bhaskar.

Deep Upadhyay a leading TV
journo has signed up with TV9
Network. His earlier stints include
with Network from News24, IndiaTV,

Zee Newsand Dainik Bhaskar

Barun Das, CEO, TV9
Network, informed , "Deepak will be
a key member of our aggressive
convergence strategy. Content is
never platform agnostic. Futureform
of news and content pertaining to
current affairs is still evolving
worldwide. At TV9 Network, wewish
to be ahead of that evolution curve
and that is where Deep, with his unique ability to

DEEP UPADHYAY
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understand news and how it needs to be served to
evolving audiences, will fit the bill best."

Upadhyay will be based in Kolkataand work with
TV9 Bangla's Deputy Managing Editor, Amritanshu
Bhattacharya.

NEW ADVISORY FOR TV CHANNELS

The Govt has asked television channels to stop
telecasting content that promotes and encourages
superstition or blind belief and the
new advisory has advised channels
to adhere to the programming and
advertising rules

“1t has come to the notice of
this ministry that some of the TV
channels telecast programmes/
advertisements, which encourage
superstition and blind belief.

Miraculous solutions of all

problems are offered by the self-

proclaimed preachersin TV programmes/advertisements,
whichisaviolation of Rule 6(1Xi) of the programme code
and Rule 7(5) of the Advertising code contained in the
cable Television Networks Rules, 1994. Advisoriesin this
regard have been issued by this ministry in the past on
13.05.2010 and 07.06.2013,” it said.

DISCOVERY APPOINTS AZMAT
JAGMAG

Discovery Communications appointed Azmat
Jagmag as the Head of Marketing

THTET. T TR 1 AT S &WaT & T 3T gl o
{7 & [0 380 &3 T 6 Sa9adhdl 2, 3 37
e AT |
1 I B § 767 A7 Al 9 'l & 39
U9y HUEH FYAY WEZE™ & WY B B |
CICTISE o1 T Ll £ G G E D
IR T ST el bl STfI9ary ar sefasarm
& T TdA @ [0 del & 7 T4
AATE®HT Al &I GIIHT AT
fergmos i @1 o @7 @ T
G
T g ® % ‘9 3 s &
HE § A 2 o B S TN a
FAl /fsmo @ TR &va § A
HETqoansT a1 I &l Grened
BT € | AT TS % Heh AT
21el P /TRt § =-A1ud TEr SR W 6 A1
S 9 B % a6 (1Xi) A7 dad Tedw Ha i
g fasmas @iz & fem 7 (5), 1994 &1 Iwded
Z113.05.2010 37 07.06.2013 & 39 A9 M1 39
HAY § FARHT AN (AT T T © |

o ST @ ge fear Rwmedt A

o o

bl HYNHIA T AT AT & fawd |
FIUNE FATW UF & %9 § (ga i 2 | S @t frwam

G % 14 AT Il AT AR

and Corporate Communications.
Jagmag role will be to head the
marketing and communications
teamsacrossthe network including
14 linear channelsand OTT brand
discovery+for Indiaand will report
to the company’s Managing
Director, South Asia- MeghaTata.

=N & E Afed I 2dd J [
AN FqEAW M @l A B & AT T
EREICII CE AR CR B B |
AT 272 H RUrE & |

[Eaal zferor aivrn & yay Meuw
A 212 % 6 g TMEd

Megha Tata, Managing
Director, Discovery — South Asia,
said, “ These are exciting timesaswe strategically step up
our investments to take advantage of very dynamic

growth in both Digital and Linear. Azmat bringsthat rare

? 99 & Rfted g @ e anr |
FEA A [ &1 A o &
foTT 7o =9 A 319e a9 @1 aeld 2 | ST T
A & 39 g9 T4 BN A TG @ © oA 9aE
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combination of creativeflair, astrong instinct for theIndian
millennial and cutting-edge brand expertise in heading
marketing for multipleiconic brands. We arevery excited
towelcomeAzmat into the Discovery family.”

Jagmag said, “ Discovery isabrand with incredible
people and exceptional storytelling in real-life
entertainment space and to get an opportunity of being a
part of this passionate brand for India is very exciting.
With so many interesting initiatives and launches coming
up, | look forward to working closely with theteam hereto
take the brand to even greater heights. | am truly excited
about this journey with Discovery.”

NEWS CHANNELS PUSH FOR TRP
RATINGS

50 news channels has urged the 1&B Ministry to
lift the suspension of TRP and resume it urgently.
The ratings for all news

TEATE] AN A qrE [GIAvsr & g &3 aidfted aref
% [qUUH § U AT UgTd & | 89 35 @l [23hail ardar
§ T & % fog 9ga Ienfed €1

T T el T TereRatl sifgeadE @ & @y usm
1= % AN AWl Add & T & o § ST Bel
% AN WA & 0 29 WigE g @ E a9 @ A
U HAT & 9gd IMad € |3l AV e 9ed A
A & AT H T&1 M & AT Fedw? B BT T2l g dlich s
@ AT ATeId FARAT I of AN T T | ¥ Zhadl & Ay
T A & AW § arad § soted g1
Aot WM 3 Mg g1 A9 @1 "

50 TNEE T 4 AEUSAT W@ q AT w6
e e AR 2 de (6 3 & B &l e 6 % |

T F gaEn T fh A wEn a9 et @ i
T T A AT & AW AR |

channels must be released with
immediate effect, the news channels
appealed to the government and
highlighted that the absence of
ratings has truly destroyed the
economy of news,” the letter read.
BARC had suspended its
weekly ratingsof TV newschannels
across languages in October 2020

THEW Il § ThT H TG @ ©
AT FeT foh T & HA9E T THER
@ STATTAT BT Tl HAA | A2 &Y
fr z |

UATH T FET 2020 F A
AR Ik 15| ElS S [ =2 R e £ 1 | v || =

T @l A9 HEH & g T fea

for a period of three months. The

news channelsfeel that they could beforced to shut down
operations and that the government should look at an
alternate system to publish ratings can be brought out to
restore advertiser confidence in the news-genre. |

AT | AT Tl l @l & foh 3¢ ool a8 @i & [og
qg? fohaT S Al ® AN AHT B FAEET Dl Il H
feaTanet & favam &1 aei & & fou 17T s
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DISNEY + HOTSTAR SUBSCRIBERS
SURGE

Disney + subscribers' numbers are assuming epic
proportions. They are expected to reach 50 million
subscribers by end of 2021 and
expected to touch $1.2 hillion in
APAC

Thestreaming serviceis set
toclock over $1.2hillioninrevenue
and 66 million paying subscribers
inAsiaPacific at theend of 2021.

Disney+ in Australia, New
Zealand, Japan, Korea, Singapore,

Hong Kong and Taiwan is

projected to have a blended

monthly ARPU of $8.5in 2021 with

a subscription base of 7.5 million

and Hotstar as Disney+Hotstar, will

haveaARPU of $1 and 59 million subscribersin December
2021 in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and
Thailand.

India will drive the growth for Disney + and is
projected to end 2021 with more than 50 million
subscribers and revenues of $500 million. However, how
the growth story fares beyond 2021 will be dependent on
important sports rights renewals.

As Star Network hasarobust sports portfolio lined
up for the year, Disney+Hotstar userswill be also ableto
watch premium cricket leagues other than IPL 2021
including T20 World Cup, Asia Cup. Moreover, the
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% 13% 2021 0% 50 ffod Teal 9@ "EaT @ TR ®

A QAT F 1.2 AferE 2@ @ 8 @ e 7
T 4T 2021 & 3d § T |
1.2 Tafe =/ 7 Ao A oo
99T & § 66 M U 2l et
% 959 a9 & AAE @ |0
P, BT 3 d1ZaM 4 2021 §
8.5 M =¥ & [T THARIY
& AT AT fopar w % e
2o @ &2l & &9 | 7.5 Mieed
2ERT & AHABIWH 99 &, AT 1
(e & THATUY & &1 | 90,
1| A | e 1 2 R el 1

«2 ¥ fear 2021 § 59 fferm qoT@HREaT 20 |

qd 2o Wi & [T faem @l S agiim 3in

50 Ffera 71 31feres Meahi AT 500 faferm = 2@ & T &

AT 2021 FHT TAG HT &N FIAH ¢ | BTl 2021 H 3

%1 gfg & HEHT FeaYD Td HAUBET & FHT T

T |

gfh =W q2a% & uH 99 & oY Agd Td

IEwIferal &, AT B @i 2feRl & IuaTead

FEYITA 2021 & AT 2120 9T, TETHRT Aed 3

difiam fohcbe AT 1 &7 ATl | 38 ST T Tl el

... You Know What You are doing
But Nobody Else Does

< In-depth & Unbiased Market Information

< Technology Breakthroughs

% Comprehensive Circulation Across
The Satellite & Cable TV Industry

Contact: Mob.: +91-7021850198 Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com

13 SATELLITE & CABLETV

MARCH 2021



2021 ¥ 4% T UME AT 45 90 & T 9 =IHE
AT A9 BT 98 B A 2 |

A 3 T Qw3 ST HHid s

e, g FTHN 9 WAl TEd Sl D il
gr=gs Hedge Ta &Yl T Aidid dreas &l
T Tt atferaert fge fopan = 1
AT drereiee AT WA 3 2, Tl 9 ST
2021 ¥ AUEHT I | AR iEaa § Fgied J
e d A A ddh APl TATeA & ATUHE
J |9 T & A @ AT AR § HeARS
21l A & gg AR AT 9T § wEed &

streaming serviceisprojected to increaseitslocal content
investment over 2021 with new local and regiona originals.

SRIKANTH BALACHANDRAN
CFO AT ONEWEB

OneWeb, the Broadband satellite
communications company owned by the UK
government and Bharti Global appointed
Srikanth Balachandran as the chief financial
officer.

Balachandran joinsfrom Bharti Global,
where he was CFO since October 2018. Prior
to his appointment at Bharti Global, he was

IS NEW

CFO of Bharti Airtel for seven years. He

was closely associated with Airtel's
successful launch and scaling up of the
satellite TV businessin Indiaand therapid
expansion of Airtel's global business
across the globe.

Balachandran said, "Our plans to
create atelecoms network in spacewill be
game-changing and will help realise
OneWeb's vision of 'internet access
everywhere, for everyone.” Wewill invest
responsibly for customer experience and

profitable growth.”

OneWeb planstotake 648 low earth  SRIKANTH BALACHANDRAN
orbit satellites into space to deliver

internet connectivity to nearly all land and sea surfaces
across the globe. It put up 36 new satellites into space

|ast December.

NEW TOOLKIT FOR OTT PLATFORMS

The government recent announcement of its new
guidelinesfor OTT platforms prompted
the Internet and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI) has come up with a
comprehensive |mplementation Toolkit.
The Govt had asked IAMAI to
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AIHT T Eel § 3T WEHM & [od 319 G-

FEST &f Ao &1 B 3272 AR qrEEa
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TheOTT playersinclude ZEES, ST HAE § S5, aEE 18 (32),

Viacom 18 (Voot), Disney+Hotstar, Al W e, e uEd it
Amazon PrimeVideo, Netflix, SonyLiv, R TR -
MX Player, Jio Cinema, Eros Now, Alt ’ ’ L ,rﬁ?fw,
Balaji, Arre, HoiChoi, Hungama, T 13, 3 i, 317, EEdrE, 21,
Shemaroo, Discovery Plus, Aha and s, fevenall @, 3TeT 3 | «
Lionsgate Play. AT R |
IAMAI said it aimsto develop ST 3 T s
a process to seek periodic updates 3“—% 1 % i . .ﬁﬁf 7S
from the Signatories regarding & T % 3.3“ [ & Wg GERE
their progress with respect to T & H9Y § Serdais 1 T8~
compliance with the provisions of the T U7 392 o T UiehaT i &
Code. 3
EROS NOW EXPANDS INTO MIDDLE 319 qa:[q\zf ¥ fomr &M g T8
EAST T 13 3G Aeyd | fow 1 22 § ¥ A7 ade
Eros Now, is how on an expansion spree into the % A AMEA BT A9 B GeH & oY qeagd |
Middle East and announced multiple U ST A=) % A1 & A1t AEENT
marketing partnerships with leading G AT
consumer brands in the Middle East to air it . .
enhance audiences onlinevideo streaming S HABIIH %h Al ST AETg an
experience. Tl ki (A1) § Aged 3rd ST
The online subscription video AT ATET 30 A 3 ael ST 9T &
market is proliferating in the Middle East e e
and North Africa(MENA) with amajority o . WW%?[W:T@ 1’:[
of thedemand coming from UAE and Saudi aﬂf‘?" femm % | el 7 o 3?“\ B2 W
Arabia, which together account for 49% of e & FIAT 2023 T AT ElER
thetotal subscriptionsin MENA. By 2023, AHBIWH AT T Ui et Sqrerrsti
the online video subscription market is AT 400 T 2t 7 21 & a1t T
expected to reach almost five million . T \
consumers and annual revenue of over T TG BN A E |
$400 million, according to a recent IHS WA A2 & HE3 Fdl g4 o garn {6
Market report. AT FASA & o1 Ao A G TS
Ali  Hussein, CEO, Eros i G ]
Now, said, "The global market for Indian ﬁ Rl o #ﬁjﬁ Pl B
entertainment enables Eros Now to q A e © A Ay U 999 %7
intensify its connections across HE SR R EECR CERIECRIEE|
geographies, and the Middle East is a key & THae B2 31 & o0 2 T0 W aiEi &

territory. Our strong position in the market ALIHUSSEIN

has helped in collaborating with all these ERRCUEARR N
leading brands to offer an exciting discount to potential & THTE &7 € fob 37 AErEiar 7 37 e

customers. We expect these partnerships to attract a % [T 92 Y 9 3@ & SMEW BN SeMd f6ar o
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massive audience base for Eros Now, which presents the
best of Indian entertainment across genresand formats.”

VOOT LAUNCHES IN THE US

Sling TV has expanded its South Asian content

with the addition of Voot,
the subscription video-
on-demand (SVOD)
platform owned by
Viacom18, ajoint venture
between Network18 and
ViacomCBSinIndia

Sling TV isalive
streaming TV servicethat
provides more than 700
channelsfrom today's most popular networks
across its general market, Latino and
international services.

“Sling TV has a long-standing
commitment to the South Asian community
in the US, and expanding our offering to
include Voot's outstanding on-demand and
original content solidifies our market position
astheleading provider of South Asian news
and entertainment content in America,” said
Liz Riemersma, VP of International
Programming, Sling TV. “Voot brings avast
library of on-demand content with exciting,
exclusiveweb original sthat have never been
aired in the US We are extremely excited to
bring it to market.”

Gourav Rakshit, COO, Viacom18
Digital Ventures, said, “ Voot hasemerged as
the destination of premium multi-language
Indian content across content segments and
genres. We are always looking at ensuring
that our best-in-class content finds
resonancein Indiaand beyond. Being a part
of the Sling offering in the US is a step
towards ensuring that our powerful and
engaging stories are available for the Indian
diasporato experienceinthe US." &

Tom, S fm dfer@i & =l § YA FHEE @ 49
Td & |

qua H @4 §A e

LIZ RIEMERSMA

GOURAV RAKSHIT

[T 21 9 g2 @1 Sie & A AT e Ui

AR a6l T T & o
ard § dead 18 AT
qEEM AETT & TgE
TUHA IR 18 & T
T THBIH ST 3
f2arz (THETSET ) wewm
& MIE
AT T ST A A AT
o1 1 | EGA o e 1e=A o e | e M | e o
TBIIT T 700 T AT T TS HIdl & | Fe
2l & AT BB & Al fora B
T garn T R 2 & omiier § e
TR TEE & MY @9 7T F ufidsd & AN
J2 Bl e A AR A A BN A
T & (oTT ZATI YTt T [T i A &
TiETE AT AT 3WRE § A1 AR &
SO USTAT & &9 H A ail &l R 3/
2 T % | 92 TMTEe, I 99 qd & q1 3
e 297 A & fI9e @eddl @ g, o
IR § w7 TN TET foha T 7 |2 3
AN § @ & [T 988 Ioed & |
™ 18 [ZfTed aai & a3 e TR
T gamn & ‘ge e T AW et § ditEw
AT ARA AU & A & =4 H IHI
%189 & g gfvad & & fg 39 TR
arer gfcreafa a1 | amiar § Ba & gusa
& UF [F B & A 48 HvEd & @l
R § U ®ew ¥ fob e afedonel AW
HYE HRl-ET T SN & fog 3
i Vg & [T Suaer & | m
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Satellite & Cable TV
“When times are good you should Magazine
advertise, when times are bad you
MUST advertise” - - Where it pays
Satellite & Cable TV Magazine to advertise

has been serving the needs of the Satellite,
Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by

every one of them is a potential buyer of your products.....

Even if you advertise in the Times of India, the Hindustan Times, The
Hindu AND any other major newspapers.....

.. it will still not give you the focussed 100% targeted readers from this
industry likewe do !

...and at a fraction of that cost!!

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!

Contact Details:

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nme-india.com
Mob: +91 7021850198

NURNBERG MESSH
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INTERVIEW

IN CONVERSATION
WITH ASHOK
MANSUKHANI,

DISTINGUISHED
TECHNOCRAT &
MEDIA PERSONALITY

Ashok Mansukhani (AM),

UG Saiohe d
difsar Al AMD

gl & Y
STadrd

4l 379 TG, T TH

the name personifies an
exemplary media
personality with an
impeccable track record
and credentials across the
media and entertainment
space. His illustrious career
saw him executing various
roles in different capacities
and rendering yeoman
service to the media
industry.

In an exclusive interview
with Satellite & Cable TV
Magazine, Ashok talks
about his journey and his

B A=A Sl B
g THRAT & 4T F AT #T
gfafferer &var 2
% IET BRAT 7 3%
fafirr emarsi & fafya=r
AT FET F g@ 741 e
H7 8Y a7 |
Hedze 3T Pad 2ET GEw
& 1T UF fI9r9 qrerpr ¥,
371 ST AT 3T
qsreaT BT & ar q

professional career.

Q.1: You had a distinguished track record as an IRS
officer in the Central Gowvt and later joined the Hinduja
Group in 1996. Tell us about your journey in the media
industry.

AM: AIR/DOORDARSHAN

My media journey started very early. Neil
Armstrong walked on the Moonin July 1969. In the same
month, All India Radio set up a youth channel called
Yuva Vani. It advertised for young reporters to join the
Central Newsroom of All India Radio and file youth-
oriented stories for the Yuva Vani News Channel and
contribute to the general pool. In the same month, | was
appointed as a part-time correspondent and worked there
for two years. During that period, | also took part in many
Yuva Vani radio programmes covering diverse topics.

grrdid &7 78 |

99T 18 319 99 G BN § AEANTH At &
&Y 7 g% fafire 2# R&iE ar it a5 7 1996 &
Rgam aqg & snfier & w4 |Hifsar sarT & Sroer
AT % R 7 & g |
IS SATHISTEATO /gTEet=

77 AfA AT 95 e I o1 AT 47 | S
TS 1969 § FEAT U T 4 | T HEM 3@ iy W g
AT % T FAT I bl FATHT %l | 38 a1 TN & fog
3ot 2z 1A & Hew ot § i 26 AR gar A TEn
T & [0 gaT S delal @ el &7 AN A g §
ATTEH & for fersimo faa | 3 %8 H, 931 siviepiteres Hanaardn
% =9 § (ga f6a T AN a1 A % 47 B (6 |3
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Thiswasthe time that Television was becoming popular.
| got a chance to be among India's first set of television
anchors presenting black-and-white TV programstel ecast
on Delhi Doordarshan.

JUNIOR STATESMAN

This was also when the 'Statesman’ Kolkata had
launched a youth magazine that becameiconic in the early
70s named 'Junior Statesman'. It was run by alargehearted
editor named Desmond Doig who encouraged young writers
to contribute articles and poems to the magazine. | joined
the magazine asafortnightly columnist contributing articles
onlifeandtimein Delhi from ayouthful perspective. These
are heady timesindeed.

TIMESOFINDIA GROUP

In 1971, | joined the 'Times of India Group as a
journalist traineein Mumbai and within three monthsfound
myself in Ahmedabad as a sub- night editor of the 'Times
of India newspaper. In February 1972 President Richard
Nixon visited China, and | was entrusted with editing a
two-page special supplement on his historic visit. This
was a great learning experience for me. In the summer of
1972, | was transferred to Delhi as the 'Times of India
Group had also decided to launch its youth magazine-
"Youth Times.. For threeyears, | wasto stay inthismagazine
my main task being to produce and publish the magazine
every fortnight.

INDIAN REVENUE SERVICE

In 1974, | took the Indian Administrative Service and
Allied Services entrance exam that | passed in 1975 and
ended by first mediaforay.

| was alotted the Indian Revenue Service (Income
Tax) and started my career asan Income Tax Officer.

DOORDARSHAN

Many yearslater, in 1992,
| was stationed at Mumbai when
out of the blue, | was given
written directions to proceed to
New Delhi as Deputy Director
General (Administration and
Vigilance).

This started my four-year
span dealing with the human
resource requirements and
administration requirements of
20,000 employees belonging to

T HRIGHT § T o7 | 98 a8 He o1 ST ST AlhE
2 TR o1 |93 el Ed W Seitae W &M US @l3e
21T HREH T BT AT lieeT Ui § 9ed 42§ e
2 1 A e |
S Rzada

7% q9 A1 9 o TIHE Pl 1 Uh Jar uwE
dta & 91 A1 f6 70 & TUw @ RSl A § i
e % %9 ¥ gffted &1 T o |97 TE T AW & 0F
g3 THUEH ST I AT T, [STei o7gehl @l Jd & o
W AR HEAHA § ATEN &I & g Ui A o 1§
U § U Uifardh R & B9 H I g3 A1 (o U gar
gzl # el § Sad AN 79 T o § areH &7 7@
o7 | 98 arad § i GRAar arar & o |
AW AE FheAT U

1971 %, % 9% ¥ U% Ui WET & w9 § TEE G
LR E 1 1 2 | 1 B B B A o e o
Y 29 A% 3341 JHEE UF & U HUEH @& B9 § HH
H w1972 § T FaE Mo T dW @
M1 TRl AR Y3 TS UfeEie aEm WA O & fao
T @ AU H I A9 T T H O A @ aeer
FIAT 91| 1972 %l THAT § g3 Eeedl AMARd &7 e mn
o i 2™ 31 3feam TE 7 AT ga G g2 T
JF & @ TFA R o1 | T A & [0 g3 37 9 |
9 T A1 S W g F A1 AN B TIarg UEd Y
F |
AR T a4

1974 ¥ H9 AIGE YAMENE TG A A qATH B
qgar aier § et forn, B W 1975 9w feen S i
fifzan Faa & WA @ P IEAE T Jar (3T

Frafed feam T T AEET

BT & B H BIAT B JRATT
@l |
ERCHE

@S AT & a1 1992 § T H
a5 4 T o, 99 FANE g5
T fewell § SU-MRIE e (T
T AdHAT) & BA H AT T
% forg fafaa feor e mar | g
U Afed A= arTE 3 J3

various streams, including programming, engineering, | 20000 FaIFET %I AME TR AGTABA AT TAF FH
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finance, and administration. Thiswasan entirely new media
experiencefor me.

It was also atime for asignificant transformation of
Doordarshan from a single channel network to gradually
becoming Asid's largest regional broadcaster. Under the
dynamic direction of Mr Bhaskar Ghosh, Secretary Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting and Mr Rathikant Basu,
Director General Doordarshan, in the period 1992 to 1995,
morethan 20 regional language satellite channel slaunched
from the state capitals in diverse languages ranging from
Malayalam to Bangla to Marathi and Kashmiri. These
channels brought in a unique feature of being produced
from the state capital sbut being available nationally through
satelliteto all viewerswherever they lived. Twenty-fiveyears
later, these regional satellite channels continue to operate
and have provided agood platform for regional advertising.

HINDUJA MEDIA GROUP
In 1996, | took voluntary retirement from the Indian
Revenue Service and joined the

FAAFHAAT F MU & Y T 9 A F FHEHA 5
g3 | ¥ WY forg Aifsan @ e § foeage T SrWa o |

T8 UG o edd 4 TEIH Bl Uk Tedqul Ta &
o0 -1 T &1 Fa9 921 &F™ TIRE a9 &1 |1 J99
oT | <l reT H, FaT @ GEEO §A@d § Atad JA7
i & WelMeud TedH & Ted Mo , 1992 §
1995 I 37aTY § AAITEH J ! 7 J ey A1 d BT
Ateq fafae amist § 79 & T § 20 SeE oH
AT & HSAZS @ivd (ol T | T I 7197 bl TTaen=ar J
FiiT &9 a HEEH & Uh 3FQ1 [Guar a9 J1g @,
TR T8 AT Sl & [T HAIEE & AIead H Tl a7
U AT e foh T 9T & &9k Ted F | I A & a1
2 81T HeAEe I T Al SNl € AT aEE e &

HindujaMedia Group based in
Mumbai as Chief Operating
Officer Indusind Media and
Communications Limited
(IMCL). In the past 24 years, |
handled diverse operating and
corporate and Board-level
assignments and have recently
retired as Managing Director of
NXT DIGITAL Limited. Thisis
the Hinduja Media Group's
flagship providing digital cable

[T U 37281 WehM Ya T 2 |
fEgen +ifear qu
1996 ¥ H A T Ha ¥ Hiesd Jaigrd o @
g uiEre S & =9 4§

3=A3E HIEAT UT &P FaHITH
fifies (SMEUTHTa ) & MY HM
7 T | T 24 9T H 4 faferer
aREe 9 B9 AN A T &
ST B HUTET 3 2T & §
AU [2ifed MieE & Jag
Me9T & =9 4 Hargd 31 | 78
AT FHUAI & oS qeEw H 9

servicesin major metrosthrough

the In Digital service. The company also operates India's
only Headend-In-The Sky service NXT Digita which offers
state of theart digital cableserviceinall 29 statesin different
and varied terrain from Kutch to Agartala and Kashmir to
Kanyakumari.

Q.22 Hinduja hasbeen a pioneer in the cable, satellite,
and broadband industry for over two decades. Tell us
about the major initiatives by Hinduja when you werethe
MD of the Hinduja Media Group?

AM: In the first 3-4 years starting in 1996, | helped
Indusind Media and Communications Limited (IMCL)
consolidate its cable operations by launching significant
metros operations, making it India's pioneer Multi-System
Operator. This was done by setting up direct operations
and creating a chain of hundreds of operators in seven

T § RRTed dad Far YeM @l o R § | B9 vRd
FIA & SN HE H WA dd AT FHAT T HAFAN dh
741 29 T H AT T FT-H@AT ZAD H AATG D
f2foted Faa a1 e &7 & |

g 28 f¥gem, @ e @ Sfys gug 8 9w,
#2mge  gisds sarT & vt & 1Rgm ™1 9gT
9l & aR 4 gard S&fe A9 fegan Hfsar aqE @
gast 4|

IAE 1996 H % & A Y 3-4 qUl § H 333
difzan Uz @™ s (AEUAETE ) & 9edqul gl
HAH @l JEAT B BT Bl & a0 AT Dbl FAgd
S @l BT BT T [ 78 W &1 3ol qeel Brew
AT T T | I8 IAE HATA T B AT AT T8
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citiesand over fifteen joint venturesin aunique partnership
with thelocal cable operatorsin acorporatized set up. This
model has been followed by other M SOswho came up later.

In 2000, | was made CEO of Induslnd Entertainment
Limited a video content and TV network company of the
Hinduja Group. | ran the very popular 'In Mumbai' cable
channel and pioneered anew city news channel concept in
fivelanguagescalled'In Time'.

In 2001, | wastransferred to the

Hinduja Group holding company-
HindujaTMT Limited (later renamed as
HindujaVentures and now named NXT
DIGITAL Limited) as Executive Vice
President Corporate Services serving as
Promoter representative on all the
subsidiary company boards rendering
corporate advice, devising business
strategies for emerging business
scenarios and legal/tax and litigation
support.

In 2012, | was appointed to the
Board of Hinduja VenturesLimited (now
NXT DIGITAL Limited) and made the
holding company's Whole Time
Director.

| simultaneously became
Managing Director in 2017 of IMCL and
was promoted to Non- Executive Vice
Chairman of the Company in 2018 and
have recently completed my tenure in
theIMCL Boardin November 2020 after
21 years.

In 18 months as MD IMCL, |
operationalized the Headend in the Sky
(HITs) satellite cable platform creating
anew team of young entrepreneurswho
run their networks and take backend support from the
company on a unique revenue-sharing model.

In 2018 | was elevated to Managing Director of
HindujaVenturesLimited (now NXT DIGITAL Limited) and
completed my termin September 2020. A key achievement
was to shepherd the transfer (by NCLT merger) of the
Group's cable and HITS business from IMCL to NXT
DIGITAL inAugust 2020 with all regulatory and corporate
approvalsin arecord time of six months in the lockdown
period.

During this period, | also served on all the Hinduja
Media group boards and contributed both corporate and

¥ FeBzT SIS Pl U 7 g AT U HIUE AETEN i
IR dad ST & Uh qY Uh AEA AEE § 15 7
ek HYFT TUHH G @ BN AT TN AT 3N AR &l
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AETHHIA & TS & =9 § 18 e
§ 59 3202 39 T 15 dad WIHM B Fard (b, fEd
T & 3T TH A T ARGEET J=2d T BT &
BT N FHLT o & |
2018 ¥ ¥ fégan du fafies (3@ wiuadr fefrea
ffies ) @1 yay Mg a1 3 fdaT 2020 F 371 HEE O
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strategic expertise to the content
company In-Network Limited; the
broadband company One OTT
Limited and provided corporate
advisory services, especially
corporate governance, and
taxation to the entire Hinduja
Group.

| was President of the
Multi-System Operator Alliance
for adecade and worked actively
with the Cable and Broadcast
Regulator TRAI and the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
striving to create a level playing
field to enable the linear
distribution industry to survive.

9 3AfY & SN, § AT Egan
Aifzan a2 7 & off Ja1 &1 3
HET BYAT 3 A2AD (IS
q7 EgT AYE HI U2 HATRHT
HA 99 B9 7 Y G HTUH
& A § Hare AT TS
fTa=ar S &1 ATE o |
¥ U 91 & (01U Aol e 3iveT
TAET @ e a1 AN Had d
qrEHE TSt 25 AN g
AN §A@T & AT AT B9 A
&M fobar AW fefaT foaor =
@1 AT T3 & ol THTAM 3T

| havebeeninvolvedinal
the significant litigation right from the time TRAI became
the Regul ator, and Broadcasters challenged its appointment
in 2005 to the present day when the Broadcasters challenged
the second of New Tariff Order.

| vividly remember two cases being the Delhi High
Court judgement of 2007 uphol ding the appointment of Trai
as the broadcast and cable regulator. The second that
brought a significant change in the entire cable industry's
fortunes was the New Tariff Order upheld by the
Supreme Court in 2018. This corrected a substantial
distortion in the business model of an industry that had
suffered at the hands of Broadcasters who had always had
the upper hand in forcible revenue collection with no fair
revenue-sharing.

Q.30 TheCovid 19 lockdown hasimpacted the business
worldwide. How do you see the impact of this on the
business and how soon will the companies get over this
and bounce back?

AM:  The Covid 19 lockdown left the cable industry as
underprepared as most industries with one exception. As
people were forcibly confined to homes for a couple of
months, they turned to the Television for information,
entertainment, and refuge. Broadcasters who are
dependent on serials live sports. Reality shows suddenly
had only repeatsto show. News channels certainly gained
in viewership but because of the current stage of
polarisation based on ideological considerations news
channels do not carry much credibility except for diehard
viewers.

A &1 AT o |
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& TIAT Al § e ded 25 @l MR @ T AR
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2T TEd 9|
U 88 BIfAS 19 @iFSIST 7 gHATH & FWIER @t
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This led to viewers looking at other means of
entertainment. Giant OTT Networkslike Netflix and Amazon
Prime seized the opportunity and utilized their vast library
to provide a never-ending

3% T ST | T o 31T ATEMT bl 7T | 2oty

T I UIZH T [T ST Feadh | 39 31Tl A1 SO
AT 379 FI9Te AT Bl SHANT d¥eh ATl dhe ol el e 7
2N Il 4T US| o

stream of fresh content. In
the past year, Netflix has
posted substantial growth
of 26% just oneyear. Itisa
recent marketing move to
offer free access over a
weekend gained it |akhs of
viewers. Another smart
move was introducing in
India pricing for their
premium content, which
helped it increase. A recent

& AW § AeUae 4 A
T AT 26% 1 AT 3h3
T @I | U Blfear qiehieT
e & ded BT U TR
T U AT Y& Hl € AN
AT @Y AT 4T 7 I
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A § el TIHE A &
foTT qer FEmor &l & &
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statement by Netflix stated

that India has the highest viewership of films globally on
its platform, and consumption of content in genres like
kids, non-fiction and Korean dramas have shown strong
growth. Regional movies finding closure of cinemahalls
to continue decided to go in for direct OTT releases to
recover the cost. Amazon Prime too has seen explosive
growthin Indian viewership with about 25 million Indian
viewers. Disney Hotstar is not too far behind with
approximately about 10 million viewers. Zee 5 has
combined with Alt Balaji to scale up rapidly. Hotstar like
Sony Liv haslive-action cricket, football, and other popular
sports like tennis to give them the impetus to add more
viewers. With over 50 OTT platforms, there is an urgent
need for an OTT aggregator.

Q.4: How has the transition of the Indian cable and
satellite industry been over the years? And how do you
seethefutureof Indian cableand satellitein the next five
years?
AM:  So where does that leave cable industry? Some
doomsday punditstalk of cord cutting. My educated guess
isthat cable and OTT platforms will coexist shortly. The
traditional single screen linear distribution model for the
cable industry is dead. The cable must shake off its
complacence and rapidly and aggressively install fibre- to-
home if it were not to become redundant like the pager
industry a decade ago. Those Multisystem Operators who
operate broadband networks can scale up and retain their
customer base by providing high- quality digital cable; a
variety of OTT content and consistent broadband to create
customer stickiness.

Another failure of the cable industry, which caused
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its economic distress in the lockdown was the resort to
outmoded cash collection methods without providing
customer satisfaction of proper billing and receipts. The
hard lockdown led to reduced monthly collections, thereby
upsetting the entirefinancial model of cash being collected
by the local operator, being passed on to the MSO after
being passed on to the broadcaster. My company NXT
DIGITAL has been operating in a prepaid model for over
fiveyearsnow and had no difficulty collecting subscription
dealsdueto the availability of many digital payment types.
The rest of the industry must follow suit to help them
survive the future.

Indiahas reached a saturation point for deployment
of traditional cable in the metros and the urban areas. |
estimate that through the census figures are a decade old
Indiahas approximately 25-30 million homesyet to receive
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T | e AIBTST  HAh TE &l BT 67 381 T =
ST R UHEAT 6 1 78 T & g¥ foiE dqi=e &
QT fRAT T, THUAST @l 9 & & d1E 34 TANET @
O TR T | 9T B9 Ul fRfoted i A 7 tfere T
T 92 A2 W HM & TR e oW O uEn & e
PTAH &I STAAT & FIV AABWH AT BN THAT B J
TS HIOATS Tel g5 | TENT bl aTehl Wil bl AT ¥ Sfifad 78 ¥
TeE &I & [T 31 T8 & TU BN I BT & |
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digital cable or 1 =TT 95 F 30
broadband benefits. )

These exist in e =7 2 |3 S
semiurban areas, rural &A1, AT e 3T
areas, and deep rural ey T 83T § Eﬁqﬁ
areas which we can 2 % o = A A
describe as dark cable & w9 § gt BT g
areas. . \

| am intrigued Z| .
that there are 93 ga ' b e
approximately 1500 2019 & AT Hib]
multisystem operator & HAT ATHT 1500
as per July 2019 |atest el fren siuier
figures. Another % |uw 7 R 9o

interesting statistic is

that 15 of India's top MSOs have 78% of India's cable TV
market. Of these 1500 M SO, at |east 500 are not operating at
full capacity.

There could be many reasons for this, of the but
indeed 30 million homes should be sufficient incentive for
the cable industry to penetrate the rural areas |ow-cost but
high-quality digital cable combined with reasonable
bandwidth speed speeds to entice the rural customer to
subscribe to the regional M SOs.

Government's recent approval of infrastructure
sharing should be highly publicized to regional MSOs to
set up cable cooperatives to operate from a single digital
mega headend in adistrict town from which smaller MSOs
can share the infrastructure to supply cable broadband to
their rural base. Of course, thereis amore straightforward
solution for these operators to link up with the NXT
DIGITAL HITS platform and take state of the art digital
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backend serviceslike 1500 of their colleagueshave donein
the past four years.

If MSOs connect more and listen to their vast
customer base to convert themselves into digital service
providers, | expect them to survive the next five years and
remain the primary option for Indian viewers to consume
electronic media

Q.5:  Which of the segments that Hinduja Group is
targeting apart from the SCAT industry?

AM: TheHindujaGroupisoneof thelargest

diversified groupsglobally in 38 countries

and activities spanning 100 countries. It

operates globally ten business vertical sthat

range from banking and finance to

information technology-enabled services

group enjoys collection presents to

leading companies, some of which local

and national icons. Within the Hinduja

media, | see a bright future of ONE OTT

Limited the broadband subsidiary of next

digital limited. It has gained enormously in

the lockdown by adding many new

customers and can more than triple its

subscriber basein the next 2 to 3 years. With infrastructure
statusgranted to the HITS platform, the possibility of adding
many more multisystem operators on the back end model is
very strong.

Q.6: TRAIl'srecommendation on STB I nteroperability
will allow consumers to change their DTH operator
without buying a new set-top box. This has thrown the
industry into a tizzy. How do you view this devel opment?

AM: STB interoperability wastalked about evenin the
first stage of CAS

installation in 2004.

However, due to vested

interests and political

indecisiveness, India's

digitalization took over a

decade to take off by which

hundred million customers

already been given Vanilla

set-top boxesthat are not interoperable. DTH regulations
have always provided for interoperability, but DTH boxes
are also not interoperable. To me, personally, the
recommendation is dead and incapable of being
implemented in the near future. @
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SET TOP BOX
INTEROPERABILITY
ARCHITECTURE

STB Interoperability has been a constant
subject of discussion and how the STB
manufacturers are going to be able to

achieve interoperability. This article focusses
on the architecture of the STB.

Thedigital TV broadcasting servicescan bereceived
by asubscriber using Set Top Box (STB) which isconnected
with the TV set (sometimes the STB isin-built in the TV
set). The STB receives TV signalsfrom distribution network
and decodes them into viewable form on a TV set. STB
enablesthe subscriber to view only those TV channelswhich
he/she has subscribed.

Cable TV and
Direct-to-Home (DTH)
platforms are the major
distribution platforms
for delivery of TV
broadcasting services
in India. Whereas, the
DTH servicesdelivered
in digital mode since
beginning, themigration
of cable TV services,
from analogue to digital, has also been completed with
implementation of Digital Addressable Cable TV systems
(DAS) inthe country.

Presently, Distribution Platform Operator (DPO)
provides STB, which is compatible with his network to
provide servicesto subscriber. Over aperiod of time, variety
of technologies has been deployed by DPOs into the
networks. It hasled to asituation where STBs provided by
one operator are not compatible with the system of the other
operator. Some of the reasons for non-interoperability of
STB aregiveninAnnexure-A. Thisimpedes portability of a
subscriber from one operator to another in case he wishes
to do so.

The lack of technical interoperability of STBs
between different service providers has adverse effect on
competition and service quality inthe Pay-TV distribution
market. Non availability of STB inanopen marketisalsoa
major hindrance to technological innovations. Whenever,
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aconsumer changesits service provider, the STB of existing
service provider becomes useless as the same STB cannot
be used; resulting into electronic waste (e-waste). The
availability of practical solutionwhich can providetechnical
interoperability of STB isalwaysdesirable.
The framework of
interoperable STB should ensure
thefollowing:-
< Thelevel of security should
be similar to or better than
what is present today.

» The framework must be sound enough to prevent
reception of services by unauthorized persons.

» The prices of the interoperable STBs should remain
comparableto noninteroperable STBs.

< The portability cost should reduce considerably.

ANNEXURE-A

REASONS OF TECHNICAL
NON-INTEROPERABILITY OF STBS

The delivery of digital TV broadcasting services
involves various steps like compression, encryption,
modulation etc. For each purpose, different-different
technologies and their versions have evolved over a
period of time. The rules and regulations prescribed by
the Government of India and the Authority provide a
flexibility of choosing technology by the service providers.
Accordingly, as per their business plan, individual service
provider has chosen and implemented different
technologiesand their versions. The adoption of different-
different versions of technical standards by service
providers is one of the reasons for non—interoperability
of STBs.

Some of the reasons, of STB Non-interoperability,
can be attributed to the following :-

a) Different methodsof encryption of EMM & ECM:

In DV B, CAS standards define amethod by which a
digital television stream can only be accessed by
those entitled having valid decryption keys. Thisis
realized by a combination of scrambling and
encryption. Entitlement Management Message
(EMM) containing list of pay TV services and
duration and the Entitlement Control Message (ECM)
carrying control word (CW) istransmitted along with
the scrambled channels. ECM and EMM messages

e o oy
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»  The DPOs should be able to choose security solutions

(Conditional Access System) as per their requirements.

»  Theproposed solution must be ableto identify pirates,

if any.

» The User Interface (Ul)

and Electronic Program
Guide (EPG) format
customization.

» The framework should

ensure that TV channels
with EPG listing continue
to be available to the
consumers on migration
to another operator.

TheTelecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRALI),

suo motu, has taken up the issue of technical

b)

are carried in an encrypted form. Whereas DV B has
standardized the scrambling algorithm for scrambling
of channels (DVB-CSA) using CW, algorithms used
for ECM/ EMM encryption are not standardized.
Thus STBs having different CAS client cannot
descramblethe services. Currently, most of the CAS
manufacturers are using DVB-CSA2 standard for
scrambling of TS.

Different Operating Sysems/Middlewar eand other
Drivers:

Operating System (OS) controlsthe varioushardware
modules of the STB and allows STB to execute
different functions. To make the operation of STB
user friendly and to simplify the search of TV
channels, DVB specifies Service information (SI)
tables. One such table is Event Information Table
(EIT). The EIT contains the planned starting and
stopping time of all TV programmes in form of
Electronic Programme Guide (EPG). DV B hasprovided
flexibility in the structure of EIT and allows any
amount of additional information to be transmitted
in EIT. Due to this flexibility, different service
providers carry data in the EIT differently making
non interoperability of EIT data. The Middleware of
the STB helps in displaying the data contained in
the EIT. There is no standard operating system/
middleware for STBs making the STBs non-
interoperable. Besides this, the STB has a“loader”
to enable DPOs to upgrade “resident applications’
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interoperability of STBs. Inthisregard, TRAI earlier issued
apreconsultation paper on 4th April 2016 to solicit theviews
of stakeholders to identify various issues relating to
technical interoperability of STBs, challengesand concerns
of the industry. The said paper was released with intent to
drive the focus of the TV
broadcasting industry towards
the suitable solutions for
technical interoperability of
STBs, which can beworked out.
In response to the pre-
consultation paper, atotal of 28
comments were received from
stakeholders. These comments are available on TRAI'S
websitewww.trai.gov.in.

To address the concerns of the stakeholders in
respect of interoperable STBs, ascommunicated in response

or download “OS patches’ to the STB. However
presently, several mechanisms have been
implemented in STBs hardware and software that
ensure that only applications approved by CAS
manufacturer are executed.

c) Different Modulation Sandards:

The signals are modulated before transmission. In
cable TV, the signal is modulated using DVB-C
standards whereas the signal is modulated using
DVB-S standards in DTH. For a STB to be able to
receive signal both from DTH and Cable, there will
be arequirement of switchable demodulator unit in
the STB. Further, efficient versionsnamely DVBC2
and DV B-S2 have been deployed by some operators.
While the later versions are backward compatible,
earlier versions are not forward compatible.
Therefore, it restrictsthe STB interoperability across
the platforms as well as within the same platform
using different versions of modulation standards.

d Different Compresson Sandards:

Indigital TV transmission, compression playsavery
important role. There are two prominent compression
standards in use today. In India, most of the
operators have used, either MPEG2 or MPEG4
standard for compression. In cable TV sector, dueto
cost advantage and availability of sufficient
bandwidthin the network, most of the STBs deployed
till now are of MPEG2 standard. Inthe DTH sector
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to the pre-consultation paper mentioned above, TRAI

collaborated with 11 T-Bombay and Centrefor Devel opment
of Telematics (C-DOT). Theissuesidentified by stakeholders
in response to the pre-consultation paper were
communicated to C-DOT and |1 T-Bombay. Now C-DOT, the
telecom technology development centre of the Government
of India, in close coordination with TRAI, has developed a
solution for interoperable STBs. Describing the same, C-
DOT hasprovided TRAI, acopy of thedocument titled “ C-
DOT framework and feature requirementsfor the ecosystem
entities towards implementation of STB interoperability
framework”.

In line with principles of transparency, this
consultation note along with sol ution architecture document
is being uploaded on TRAI’s website www.trai.gov.in at
URL  http://www.trai.gov.in/release-publication/
consultation. ®

both MPEG-2 and M PEG-4 deployment exists. While
the MPEG4 standard isbackward compatible, MPEG2
standard is not forward compatible. Therefore,
MPEG2 compliant STBs cannot work in the MPEG4
networks.

As can be concluded from the above that the
present eco system of STB isextremely rigid. There exists
an end-to-end verticals of STB Manufacturer, Chip
designer, CAS manufacturer, middleware, and DPO.
Effectively, these results in STB being specific to the
combination of DPO, CAS provider and STB manufacturer
resulting into technical non-interoperable STBs. B
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CATV & BROADBAND MARKET

BROADCASTING & CABLE SUBSCRIBER BASE OF MAJOR MSOSHITS
SERVICES OPERATORSAT THE EI\!D.OFSEPTI.EM BER, 2020
(Morethan onemillion subscribers)
+» Number of private satellite TV channels S. Nameof theoperator Total Active
permitted by the Ministry of 1&B for No. Subscriber s*
up:!nllj ng on:jyédowrllzklng only/both 911 1 | Siti Networks 8782263
uplinking and downlinking ............ccocevvrerenee. 2 GTPL Hathway 7725525
% Number of Pay TV Channelsas 3. Hathway Digitdl 5,281,920
reported by broadCasters..........coooomvevevereeenne. 327 4 DenNetworks 5,019,021
5. TCCL 3,045,216
«»» Number of pay DTH Operators .........cccceeveverernnn 4 6. Tamil NaduArasu Cable TV 3,024,345
. ] . 7.  KeralaCommunicators CableLtd (KCCL) 2,985,112
« Nymber of total active subscribers 20.70 M 8 Fastway Transmissions Pvt Ltd 2,238,075
with pay DTH operators .................. 3 n 9. NXT Digital Ltd (HITS) 2142184
+» Number of private FM Radio Stations ﬁ Cﬁ‘ LDCat;es 1£;jg
(excluding All INiaRAIO) oo 367 Igite 959,
12. NXT Digital Ltd (CATV) 1,285,222
% Number of Operational Community 13. Asianet Digital Network 1,226,453
Radio Stations .......ccccovveeererireseeeseseeeseseenas 310 *(includes subscribers who have been inactive or temporarily

suspended for not more than last 90 days)

INTERNET SUBSCRIBER BASEAND MARKET

INTERNET/BROADBAND SHARE OF TOP10SERVICE PROVIDERS
SUBSCRIBERS S Ty e
b 0. are
< Total Internet Subscribers............. 7716.45Mn o Subscribers
L 0
% Narrowband subscribers................... 50.14Mn (Inmillion) (%)
1 Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd 405.65 52.24
% Broadband subscribers.................. 726.32 M n 2 |Bhati Airtdl Ltd. 19173 | 2460
% Wired Internet Subscribers............ 24.36 M N 3 Vodafone Idea Limited 13753 | 17.71
+» Wireless Internet Subscribers ....... 752.09Mn & Bt ErEE Wi ) S8 el
5 | Atria Convergence Technologies 173 0.22
++ Urban Internet Subscribers ........... 474. 11 M n 6 Hathway Cable & Datacom PLtd 1.05 0.13
< Rural Internet Subscribers............ 302.35Mn 7 Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Lt~ 093 = 0.12
# Total Internet Subscribers per 8 You Broadband India Pvt. Ltd. 0.83 0.11
100 POPUIBLION «.vvvverereeeeeeeeeereeeeeeneen 57.29 9 GTPL Broadband Pvt. Ltd. 048 006
% Urban Internet Subscribers per 10 Excitel Broadband Pvt. Ltd. 0.46 0.06
100 POPUIALION ..o 101.74 Total of Top 10 ISPs 771.75 99.39
< Rural Internet Subscribers per Others 4.71 061
100 POPUIELTION ...t 33.99 Grand Total 776.45 100
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TELEBREEZE :
DEPLOYING OTT/
IPTV PRODUCTS
ACROSS VIDEO
PLATFORMS

Telebreeze is a software company with in-house devel oped
software-defined OTT/IPTV platform, designed for the preparation,
management and delivery of media content across multiple video

platforms.

Telebreeze products deliver great value to the stakeholders in
the IPTV/OTT, entertainment media ecosystem. Middleware offers
the ability to managing video streaming from a single dashboard. It
forms the core of the system and allows the operator to control
operation of all modules on all levels.

IPTV/IOTT is booming in India and there is a great potential
for the range of products offered by Telebreeze in the Indian market.

TELEBREEZE’S NEW FEATURE IN MIDDLEWARE: INTERACTION WITH CONTENT OWNERS

GOOD CONTENT IS YOUR
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
Viewers choose a video
streaming service by the quantity and
quality of content. Thus, according to
Filxed research, 89% of viewersvoted
for Netflix asthe best video platform,
whose main advantage is the variety
of quality content. At the same time,
Netflix not only buys content, but also
produces it independently. OTT
platform ownerscannot ignorethisfact
and in pursuit of competitive positions
are forced to think not much about
WHO and HOW will use their
application, but about WHAT they can

provide viewers in addition to
competent UI/UX and favorablerates.
Thevariety of thelibrary of filmsand
shows (exclusive in particular), and
new products for distribution makes
operators think about the sources of
such content.

THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN OPERATOR AND
CONTENT OWNERS

You can provide your OTT
platform with content in different ways:
buy exclusiverights, create your own
video production studio, integrate with
other services. If you buy content from

the copyright holder, oftenin addition
to receiving the video and uploading
it to the platform, the relationship
between the operator and the owner
of the content remains a problem.

As a rule, copyright holders
have strict requirements not only for
protecting content with DRM, but also
for other parameters:

% Uploading content: Uploading
should be carried out quickly and
conveniently: there should be
tools for working with a large
number of files simultaneously,
quick addition of descriptions,
content categories.
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< Content statistics: Content
owners need to constantly
monitor viewing statistics to
account for the correct
monetization of their content.

< Content display: Sometimes
content owners may complain
that the presentation of their
content is not happening at all as
they expected: the description is
distorted, posters are not
attached, the quality degrades.

Disagreements with the
copyright holder can lead to the loss
of partnership for the operator, and, as
a result, to the loss of the desired
content, users and profit. To improve
the efficiency of interaction between
the two parties to the process, the
operator and the content of the
copyright holder, Telebreeze has
developed a special section for
Middleware: the content owner's
dashboard. This feature will
simultaneously relieve the operator
from the worries of preparing content
for display, and the content owner from
unnecessary worries about the
product of hisintellectual property.

SECTION FOR CONTENT
OWNERS IN MIDDLEWARE
The new dashboard devel oped

Operator's Dashboard With Highlighted New Titles From

A Content Owner.

for the system administrator with
special rights: the Content Owner.
Thissection isfor peoplewho
own the content. They produced it,
bought it or in any other way
acquired the rights to it. Content
owners want to deliver their content
toviewersand make aprofit fromiit.
Often, they do not have their own
video service, but have entered into
cooperation with a platform that

Content Owner's Dashboard In The Middleware Of OTT Operator.

already has delivery infrastructure,
subscribers, billing, but no exclusive
and relevant content.

When the interests of the
platform owner and the copyright
holder's content match, they enter into
a cooperation agreement and the
operator opens the content owner
access to the Telebreeze Middleware
control panel with all the necessary
rights. adding content, descriptions,
managing display. In return for this
content, the content owner gets access
to statistics, based on which he can
track its consumption and charge the
operator a specified fee.

Previously, to add new content
to the Telebreeze platform, either
integrations with third-party services
were used, or the content owner himself
provided his material to the operator.
The operator himself uploaded the
content to the platform, managed and
promoted it. Now the content owner is
empowered to independently add his
content to the platform and fully
manageit: create and delete new items,
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create playlists, create a hierarchy,
categorize items. Nevertheless, the
operator still remains the main one on
the platform: the content will be
available to end users only after its
approval.

The statistics of viewing
content isalso availableto the content
owners. They now can see how many
people have watched their videos and
consider itin
monetization.

Another
feature of the new
section is that the
operator can share
the newly
provided content
to his sub-
operators.

However, the

content owner will

still have accessto

statistics on their

content, regardless

of whoisusing it:

the main operator or sub-operators.

BENEFITS FOR THE
OPERATOR AND COPYRIGHT
HOLDERS

Operator:

1 Increases the attractiveness of
the service and speeds up the
startup process. The presence of
quality content is a huge reason
to use the video service for end
users. The sooner the operator has
content, the faster hewill be able
to bring the platform to market.
And the better hislibrary is, the
more audience and profit he will
receive as aresult;

2. Saves resources for uploading
content to the platform by
delegating control to the content
owner. The operator is only
responsible for verifying the

content and bringing it to theend
user;

3. Increasesthe medialibrary of its
platform.

Content owner:
1 Manages its own content;
2. Buildsatransparent relationship
with the operator through
tracking statistics;

3 Expands the distribution
channels of its content;

4. Expands the possibilities of
monetizing its content.

The new features made it
possible to free both parties, the
operator and the content of the
copyright holder, from unnecessary
time spent on negotiations, coordination
and disposal of media material. The
content owner will no longer have to
make claimsto the operators about the
incorrect useof their material, since now
he seesreal time transparent
reports in his dashboard.

Themain goal of creating anew
dashboard in the system isto increase
the efficiency of interaction between
operators and content owners, reduce

the barriers for content producers to
enter themarket, and facilitate mutually
beneficial profit.

ABOUT TELEBREEZE:

Telebreeze is a software
development company with more
than 8 years' experience in creating
and implementing globally one of
the best software for ever growing

video workflows
of media business.
All software
components of the
solution are
developed in-
house. This
guarantees the best
interoperability
between software
modul es and
maximum efficiency
of theentire IPTV/
OTT network.
Telebreeze Video
Solution isa
software-defined
platform, designed for the
preparation, management and
delivery of media content across
multiple platforms.

Telebreeze is a pre-integrated
solution that covers complete IPTV/
OTT distribution pipeline: from video
transcoding and delivery to playback
at the variety of end-user devices and
management on all stages. B

Contact:

< ANDREY OSIN
VP Sales, Telebreeze
M:+79991776151
E: andrey.osin@telebreeze.com

< MARLENFREI
Business Development Manager
M: +79528860211
E: marlen.frei @tel ebreeze.com

www.telebreeze.com
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR
THE OTT & DIGITAL MEDIA

The new guidelines announced by the government for the OTT players and other digital
media players has stirred a hornets nest across the industry. Check out the proposed

Government notifies
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules2021.

Socia mediaplatformswelcome
to do business in India but they need
to follow the Constitution and laws of
India

Social media platform can
certainly be used for asking questions
and criticise.

Social media

guidelines in this article.

framed keeping in mind the difference
between viewership in a theatre and
television as compared to watching it
on Internet.

Amidst growing concerns
around lack of transparency,
accountability and rights of users
related to digital media and after
elaborate consultation with the public
and stakeholders, the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines

harmonious, soft-touch oversight
mechanism in relation to social media
platform as well as digital media and
OTT platformsetc.

Part- 11 of these Rules shall be
administered by Ministry of Electronics
and IT, while Part-111 relating to Code
of Ethics and procedure and
safeguardsin relation to digital media
shall be administered by the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

BACKGROUND:

platforms have
empowered ordinary
users but they need
accountability against
its misuse and abuse.

The new Rules
empower ordinary
users of social media,
embodying a
mechanism for
redressal and timely
resolution of their
grievance.

Rules about

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

TheDigital India
programme has now
become a movement
which is empowering
common Indians with
the power of
technology. The
extensive spread of
mobile phones,
Internet etc. has also
enabled many social
media platforms to
expand their footprints

digital mediaand OTT
focuses more on in house and self
regulation mechanism whereby a
robust grievance redressal mechanism
has been provided while upholding
journalistic and creative freedom.

The proposed framework is
progressive, liberal and
contemporaneous. It seeks to address
peoples’ varied concerns while
removing any misapprehension about
curbing creativity and freedom of
speech and expression.

The guidelines have been

and Digital MediaEthics Code) Rules
2021 has been framed in exercise of
powers under section 87 (2) of the
Information Technology Act, 2000 and
in supersession of the earlier
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines) Rules2011.

While finalizing these Rules,
both the Ministries of Electronics and
Information Technology and Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
undertook elaborate consultations
among themselves in order to have a

in India. Common
people are also using these platforms
inavery significant way. Some portals,
which publish analysis about social
media platforms and which have not
been disputed, have reported the
following numbers as user base of
major social mediaplatformsin India:

«» WhatsApp users: 53 Crore
< YouTubeusers: 44.8 Crore
% Facebook users: 41 Crore
« Instagramusers. 21 Crore
< Twitter users: 1.75 Crore
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These social platforms have
enabled common I ndiansto show their
creativity, ask questions, be informed
and freely sharetheir views, including
criticism of the Government and its
functionaries. The Government
acknowledges and respects the right
of every Indianto criticize and disagree
as an essential element of democracy.
India is the world’s largest open
Internet society and the Government
welcomes social media companies to
operatein India, do business and also
earn profits. However, they will have
to be accountable to the Constitution
and lawsof India.

Proliferation of social media, on
one hand empowers the citizens then
on the other hand gives rise to some
serious concerns and consequences
which have grown manifold in recent
years. These concerns have been
raised from time to time in various
forumsincluding inthe Parliament and
its committees, judicial orders and in
civil society deliberationsin different
parts of country. Such concerns are
alsoraised al over theworld and itis
becoming an international issue.

Of late, some very disturbing
developments are observed on the
social media platforms. Persistent
spread of fake news has compelled
many media platforms to create fact-

check mechanisms. Rampant abuse of
social mediato share morphed images
of women and contents related to
revenge porn have often threatened
thedignity of women. Misuse of social
mediafor settling corporaterivariesin
blatantly unethical manner hasbecome
a major concern for businesses.
Instances of use of abusive language,
defamatory and obscene contents and
blatant disrespect to religious
sentiments through platforms are
growing.

Over the years, the increasing
instances of misuse of social mediaby
criminals, anti-national elementshave
brought new challenges for law
enforcement agencies. These include
inducement for recruitment of
terrorists, circulation of obscene
content, spread of disharmony,
financid frauds, incitement of violence,
public order etc.

It wasfound that currently there
is no robust complaint mechanism
wherein the ordinary users of social
mediaand OTT platformscan register
their complaint and get it redressed
within defined timeline. Lack of
transparency and absence of robust
grievance redressal mechanism have
left the users totally dependent on the
whims and fancies of socia media
platforms. Often it has been seen that

auser who has spent histime, energy
and money in developing a social
media profile is|eft with no remedies
in case that profile is restricted or
removed by the platform without
giving any opportunity to be heard.

EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL
MEDIA AND OTHER
INTERMEDIARIES:

¢ If we notice the evolution of
social mediaintermediaries, they
are no longer limited to playing
therole of pureintermediary and
often they become publishers.
These Rules are a fine blend of
liberal touch with gentle
selfregulatory framework. It works
on the existing laws and statues
of the country which are
applicable to content whether
online or offline. In respect of
news and current affairs
publishers are expected to follow
the journalistic conduct of Press
Council of India and the
Programme Code under the Cable
Television Network Act, which
areaready applicableto print and
TV. Hence, only alevel playing
field has been proposed.

RATIONALE AND
JUSTIFICATION FOR NEW
GUIDELINES:

These Rules substantially
empower the ordinary users of digital
platforms to seek redressal for their
grievances and command
accountability in case of infringement
of their rights. In this direction, the
following developments are
noteworthy:

& The Supreme Court in suo-moto
writ petition (Prajjawdacase) vide
order dated 11/12/2018 had
observed that the Government of
India may frame necessary
guidelines to eliminate child
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pornography, rape and gangrape
imageries, videos and sites in
content hosting platforms and
other applications.

The Supreme Court vide order
dated 24/09/2019 had directed the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology to
apprise the timeline in respect of
completing the process of
notifying the new rules.

There was a Calling Attention
Motion on the misuse of socid
mediaand spread of fake newsin
the Rajya Sabha and the Minister
had conveyed to the house on 26/
07/2018, the resolve of the
Government to strengthen the
legal framework and make the
social media platforms
accountable under thelaw. Hehad
conveyed this after repeated
demandsfromthe Membersof the
Parliament to take corrective
measures.

The Ad-hoc committee of the
Rajya Sabhalaiditsreport on 03/
02/2020 after studying the
alarming issue of pornography on
social media and its effect on
children and society as a whole
and recommended for enabling
identification of thefirst originator
of such contents.

CONSULTATIONS:
¢ The Ministry of Electronics and

Information Technology (MEITY)
prepared draft Rules and invited
public comments on 24/12/2018.
MEITY received 171 comments
from individuals, civil society,
industry association and
organizations. 80 counter
comments to these comments
were also received. These
commentswereanalyzed in detail
and an inter-ministerial meeting

was also held and accordingly,
these Rules have been finalized.

SALIENT FEATURES

Guidelines Related to Social

Mediato BeAdministered by Ministry
of Electronicsand I T:

*

DueDiligenceTo BeFallowed By
Intermediaries: The Rules
prescribe due diligence that must
be followed by intermediaries,
including  social media
intermediaries. In case, due
diligence is not followed by the
intermediary, safe harbour
provisionswill not apply to them.

¢ Ensuring Online Safety and

Dignity of Users, Specially
Women Users: Intermediaries
shall remove or disable access
withing 24 hours of receipt of
complaints of contents that
exposes the private areas of
individuals, show  such
individuals in full or partial
nudity or insexual act orisinthe
nature of impersonation
including morphed images etc.
Such a complaint can be filed
either by the individual or by
any other person on his/her
behalf.

4

Grievance Redr essal
Mechanism: The Rules seek to
empower the users by mandating
the intermediaries, including
social media intermediaries, to
establish a grievance redressal
mechanism for receiving
resolving complaints from the
users or victims. Intermediaries
shall appoint a Grievance Officer
to deal with such complaints and
share the name and contact
details of such officer. Grievance
Officer shall acknowledge the
complaint within twenty four
hoursand resolveit within fifteen
daysfromitsreceipt.

Two Categoriesof Social Media
Intermediaries: To encourage
innovations and enable growth of
new social media intermediaries
without subjecting smaller
platforms to significant
compliance requirement, the
Rules make adistinction between
social media intermediaries and
significant social media
intermediaries. Thisdistinctionis
based on the number of userson
the social media platform.
Government is empowered to
notify the threshold of user base
that will distinguish between
social media intermediaries and
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significant social media
intermediaries. The Rulesrequire
the significant social media
intermediaries to follow certain
additional duediligence.

Additional DueDiligenceto Be
Followed by Significant Social
Medialntermediary:
< Appoint a Chief Compliance
Officer who shall beresponsible
for ensuring compliance with
the Act and Rules. Such a
person should be a resident in
India

< Appoint a Nodal Contact
Person for 24x7 coordination
with law enforcement agencies.
Such aperson shall bearesident
inIndia

< Appoint a Resident Grievance
Officer who shall perform the
functions mentioned under
Grievance Redressal
Mechanism. Such aperson shall
bearesidentin India

< Publish amonthly compliance
report mentioning the detail s of
complaintsreceived and action
taken on the complaintsaswell
as details of contents removed
proactively by the significant
socia mediaintermediary.

< Significant social media
intermediaries providing
servicesprimarily inthe nature
of messaging shall enable
identification of the first
originator of the information
that is required only for the
purposes of prevention,
detection, investigation,
prosecution or punishment of
an offence related to
sovereignty and integrity of
India, the security of the State,
friendly relations with foreign
States, or public order or of

incitement to an offencerelating
tothe above or in relation with
rape, sexualy explicit materia or
child sexual abuse material
punishable with imprisonment
for aterm of not less than five
years. Intermediary shall not be
required to disclose the
contents of any message or any
other information to the first
originator.

Significant social media
intermediary shall have a
physical contact address in
India published on its website
or mobile app or both.

Voluntary User Verification
Mechanism: Userswho wishto
verify  their  accounts
voluntarily shall be provided an
appropriate mechanismto verify
their accounts and provided
with demonstrable and visible
mark of verification.

Giving Users An Opportunity
to Be Heard: In cases where
significant social media
intermediaries removes or
disables access to any
information on their own
accord, then aprior intimation

for the same shall be
communicated to the user who
has shared that information
with a notice explaining the
grounds and reasons for such
action. Users must be provided
an adequate and reasonable
opportunity to dispute the
action taken by the
intermediary.

4 Remova of Unlawful Information:

An intermediary upon receiving
actual knowledge in the form of
an order by a court or being
notified by the Appropriate Govt.
or its agencies through
authorized officer should not
host or publish any information
which is prohibited under any
law in relation to the interest of
the sovereignty and integrity of
India, public order, friendly
relations with foreign countries
etc.

TheRuleswill comeineffect from
the date of their publicationinthe
gazette, except for the additional
due diligence for significant
socia mediaintermediaries, which
shall comein effect 3 months after
publication of these Rules.
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Digital MediaEthicsCodeRédatingto
Digital Mediaand OTT Platformsto
Be Administered by Ministry of
I nfor mation and Broadcasting:
There have been widespread
concerns about issues relating to
digital contents both on digital media
and OTT platforms. Civil Society, film
makers, political leaders including
Chief Minister, trade organi zationsand
associations have all voiced their
concerns and highlighted the
imperative need for an appropriate
institutional mechanism. The
Government also received many
complaints from civil society and
parents requesting interventions.
Therewere many court proceedingsin
the Supreme Court and High Courts,
where courts also urged the
Government to take suitable measures.
Since the matter relates to
digital platforms, therefore, a
conscious decision was taken that
issues relating to digital media and
OTT and other creative programmes
on Internet shall be administered by
the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting but the overall
architecture shall be under the
Information Technology Act, which
governsdigital platforms.

CONSULTATIONS:

Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting held consultations in
Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai over the
last one and half years wherein OTT
players have been urged to develop
“self-regulatory mechanism”. The
Government also studied the models
inother countriesincluding Singapore,
Australia, EU and UK and hasgathered
that most of them either have an
institutional mechanism to regulate
digital content or are in the process of
setting-up one.

The Rules establish a soft-
touch self-regulatory architecture and

a Code of Ethics and three tier
grievance redressal mechanism for
news publishers and OTT Platforms
and digital media.

Notified under section 87 of
Information Technology Act, these
Rules empower the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting to
implement Part-111 of the Ruleswhich
prescribethefollowing:

& Code of Ethics for online news,
OTT platformsand digital media:
This Code of Ethicsprescribethe
guidelinesto befollowed by OTT
platforms and online news and
digital mediaentities.

& Self-Classification of Content:
TheOTT platforms, called asthe
publishers of online curated
content in the rules, would self-
classify the content into five age
based categories- U (Universal),
U/A 7+, U/A 13+, U/A 16+, and A
(Adult). Platforms would be
required to implement parental
locksfor content classified as U/
A 13+ or higher, and reliable age
verification mechanisms for
content classified as “A”. The
publisher of online curated
content shall prominently display
the classification rating specific
to each content or programme
together with acontent descriptor
informing the user about the
nature of the content, and
advising on viewer description (if
applicable) at the beginning of
every programme enabling the
user to makeaninformed decision,
prior to watching the programme.

¢ Publishers of news on digital
media would be required to
observe Norms of Journalistic
Conduct of the Press Council of
India and the Programme Code
under the Cable Television
Networks Regulation Act thereby

providing a level playing field
betweentheoffline (Print, TV) and
digital media.

& A three-level grievanceredressal
mechanism has been established
under the rules with different
levelsof self-regulation.

< Level-l: Self-regulation by the
publishers;

< Leve-Il: Self-regulation by the
self-regulating bodies of the
publishers;

% Leve-lll: Oversight mechanism.

& Self-regulation by the Publisher:
Publisher shall appoint a
Grievance Redressal Officer
based in India who shall be
responsible for the redressal of
grievances received by it. The
officer shall take decision on
every grievance received by it
within 15 days.

¢ Sdlf-Regulatory Body: Theremay
be one or more self-regulatory
bodies of publishers. Such abody
shall be headed by aretired judge
of the Supreme Court, a High
Court or independent eminent
person and have not more than
six members. Such a body will
haveto register with the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.
This body will oversee the
adherence by the publisher to the
Code of Ethics and address
grievances that have not be been
resolved by the publisher within
15days.

¢ Oversight Mechanism: Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
shall formulate an oversight
mechanism. It shall publish a
charter for self-regulating bodies,
including Codes of Practices. It
shall establish an Inter-
Departmental Committee for
hearing grievances. &
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MEDIA TRENDS
ACROSS PLATFORMS

This article focuses on media trends across the
board globally.

India sadvertising market is estimated to double over
the next five years, driven by

1) huge pent-up demand in some sectors (travel, retail &
tourism), which were negatively affected during
COVID-19,

2) anincrease in the number of advertisers (SME-led);
as on today, 98% of advertising is held by only 500
advertisers, and

3 asurgeindigital advertisingled
by favorable demographics
(better data speed, smartphone
penetration & increased time
spent).

India's advertising market is
estimated to post a CAGR of 16%
over the next five years (including
COVID base impact), with digital is
likely to grow ~25% CAGR during the
same period; the share of digital
advertising is estimated to double (v/
spre-COVID levels—CY 19) toward
44% whereas the share of the largest
ad mediumtoday — TV —will largely
remain stable. TV advertising may witnessadeclinewithin
thead share post CY 25, if digital scalesup further. Globally,
digital advertising accounts for 61% of ad spend whereas
TV's23%, given demographicsin India(the big mass market
with several languages), we believe the share of mediums
like TV and print will remain higher than global average.

CONTENT COST WILL CONTINUE TO INCH UP
WITHIN DIGITAL

The shift toward digital content has led to anytime
and anywhere convenience; however, the audience base
remainslargely different for digital and TV, whichiswhy we
have yet to see chord-cutting trends on a larger scale.
Content cost on digital will continue to be much higher
than TV, asregional content cost may grow sharply, given
the entry of global over-the-top (OTT) giantsto make large-
scaleregional content. OTT’sprefer web seriesover paying
premium for direct OTT release of afeaturefilm, dueto
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ool 1 92 YW W R & FEM T @
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T, o & AR o AT # A A g &1 Al €, T
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(1) fermstt & 9 & =Fad & | fefved @ AvEq @
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1) web series being more hinge worthy in nature
2) lower per hour content cost while producing a web
seriesvsacquiring afilm
3) amoreloyal customer base, which hasastrong recall
for the new season of any particular web series.
Direct digital release of large-scale cinematic films
on OTT isatactical phenomenon and amere COVID-19
trend (lack of availability of new content until three
months ago). Success of one large web series leads to a
huge jump in key performance
indicators (KPI), subscription
video on demand Subscription
Video on Demand (SVOD)
revenue, ad revenue and
consumption dynamics); India’'s
OTT market will remain to be
freemium based in the medium
term. Content is most important
part of an OTT offering to gain
Customers; India based
broadcaster OTT's have a
relatively lower tech cost vs
global counterparts, which
spend as high as 18%-20% of
the their revenue on tech/user
experience.

CINEMA TRENDS IN APAC MORE FAVORABLE
THAN US & UK

Cinemaremains an outing and socializing trend in
Asian countries, such as Singapore, Taiwan, China, the
UAE and India. Thismeansthereisrelatively low or no
threat of OTT, unlike the West (US and UK) wherein
consumersvisit acinemaonly to watch amovie. Interms
of screen openings too, APAC has ~88% of screens,
which are open vs the US and the EMEA, which have
opened up only 38% and 24% of screens until now,
respectively; the occupancy cap limitation too has been
removed from marketslike Chinaand Taiwan. There have
been no changesin terms of distributor share arrangement
with exhibitors in APAC to date despite the COVID-19
situation; there is also less likelihood of a imultaneous
release of afilm on OTT and cinemain APAC. The US
market has witnessed a changein distributor share and a
simultaneous rel ease arrangement as the market is already
at a mature stage vs APAC; we do not expect sizeable
changes in distributor share, simultaneous OTT release
kind of trendsto comeinto India’s movie industry.

Expected ad spend share by
FY25E (%)

Source: Elara Securities Estimate Research
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BROADCASTER OTT MAY STRUGGLE WITHOUT | {91 2w & 98R® 3N & qud &t &

TELCOS

Partnerships with telecom service providers (TSP)
will continueto account for alarger chunk of SVOD revenue

for broadcaster and other
OTT in the near term; smart
TV and smartphones too will
support growth of India's
SVOD ecosystem in the
medium term. Consumption of
long form content will only be
driven by increased wired
broadband (fixed line)
penetration, which is low in
Indiatoday at 8.8%; Jio’'sFiber
ToTheHome(FTTH) offering
will beakey driver for growth
in consumption of content, led

THAW Ha1 GErarel (S0Ad) & AT AREN Hae
HAfY § YA AT 3 AER & [0 o & a2 B &
foTT ST 7=, e 2T T FEHE G qEAT Sfate § qrd
& THAIAEl MR RAfE J &
faIhT &1 TS HI | |9 g
AT AT BT ST S AT
gizdz (e wzd) ¥ 7
TqAMerd &R, A1 3 9d |
T 8.8% B, (T4 & HEal
2 3 2M (THIET) HEHH
F TUd H JE B & [
9T U M, e Agd
g § el T | qEdaE
YA AHE o arfd
gU ¥ W7 e uwdiding

India digital video has witnessed a
strong 14.5% CAGR over CY18-20

by enhanced speed offerings. AT TTedhi 1 AHY HTA
Indian consumers remain to Source: BCG ClI Big Picture Report, December 2020, ~
_ " T, TS 34 [ wlH
be more value-driven and Elara Securities Research N N
@ ded ATHT &l A el AT

plans by Jio FTTH will
continue to attract customers, given alarge pool of content
offeringsin various plans. TSPwill continueto dominatein

F T g0 | AR RN qRifie & § oA &
T ST e, B 6 AR @l g § Sty Fhted
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the OTT partnership
ecosystem as the former is
highly consolidated vs OTT,
whichisahighly fragmented
market; thiswill lead to TSP
getting a higher revenue
share or better bargaining
power vs OTT apps.
Customer retention for OTT
remains to be a challenge
unless it develops a large
catalogue of quality content
offerings over a period of
time to ensure it has a large
loyal audience base; the shift
from B2B to B2C will bethe
biggest risk for broadcaster-
based OTT to scale up.

VIEW ON LISTED FIRMS WITHIN THE M&E
SPACE

We maintain our positive stance on India
broadcasters (Zee Entertainment, SUN TV Network and TV
Today Network) based on the near to medium term; however,
the potential of re-rating on valuation multiple remains
limited unlessthey offer visibility for building alarge-scale
digital business. Among these names, we believe TVT and
Z have been able to create some initial success on digital;
however, it is not good enough for enabling a big rerating.

Concerns for broadcasters persist:

1) distribution of content over digital —overdependence
onahighly consolidated telco industry & aggregators,

2) an inability to extract a large share in the digital
advertising segment, whichisstill dominated by social
media and sports,

3) continued investments in digital content, which isa
risky proposition, in our view, given the competition
with global OTT giants,

4) changein any regulations (tariff order & censorship
on digital), which will further impact business
negatively, and

5 converging growth rates in the advertising segment
and threat of shiftinad spend, from TV todigital post
CY24.

Weestimate ad growth of 7-8% YoY for broadcasters
post FY 22 after the COVID base normalizes; there may be
some form of upside, which wewill monitor on amedium-
term basis. B

% of screens re-open post COVID-19

Source: Gower Street Report, January 2021,
Elara Securities Research
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SVOD & VOD
CONTENT
PROLIFERATION

Huge demand for Content has led to a boom
in SYOD & VOD platforms

In India, around 40 OTT platforms are currently
streaming content, especially SVOD; however, original
content is key to gain subscriber base.

Every platform hasitsown journey. Alt Balgji has
been SVOD since the beginning and hence driven by
originals only rather than acquiring movies. Once the
audience comes

WIHAET F 3BT 3T
AT § ANET § T 40 AR WehM AT bl
AT & 72 %, TEThT THATSIE], Sl 9o AT FeAEEat
AW &I FEH & g Teaqol &r |
B WIZHM o A A Hl €, He2 arlrel JF F &
TR § AN AU 98 ARRIRd el & = 9 o

AT BT &1 THIRT &7 T80 € | U o 2l a4id o ATl a0l
TETA F AT 2 J

viaoriginals, itis
amore sticky and
loyal audience.
Once the show
clicks in the first
season, theinitial
audience and the
buzzit created via

T Al T
T AWIET 59 & |
9 & Feed Ao §
o & & aE
URTY® g90d 3T
AT 1 & q1eAw 7

season 1 comes ST AT 9 Eefefel
up for the Season A 2 & ferg o
2, which enables FM T & o 6
organ|ggrowth of MR M &
subscriber base

for the OTT D FRR SR
platform. % ST ghg T e

In India, AT T |

around 10mn qvd § &S 19

audience have cut chords during COVID-19 lockdown,
choosing OTT platforms largely due to a variety of
content. The key remains to keep up the engagement of
audiencesonthe OTT platform. TV and OTT can coexist
at least for the next 8-10 years.

Earlier men used to explore OTT content while
women had TV’s daily soap preferences; however, this
trend has changed during COVID-19 where the family
viewing has grown significantly

On Sony L1V, Scam 1992 followed IndiavsAustralia
series; thus, there was significant buzz throughout
Q3FY 21, gaining subscribers for the SVOD model.

In ausual production of OTT content, feature film
durationis2.0-2.5 hourswhileweb seriesisfor eight hours.
Hence, each episode is treated as a feature film and the

BT & P 10 WaT 39T T bad &l Bigd? &
TE &% BEHA & Fed I THH B I o6 | Aewryot
Tz % foh g9t &1 ST W™ & MY A2 71 A9 | G
AT 3T 8-10 AT ddh THATd fo7eT 78 Fahd 2 |

Tee QW SIS AT 1 9T @ o SAaich Aeensi
%1 qrafeedt 2T W S aTEed eI o, B B
19 & SN 39 %79 ¥ geard 41 797 el fh Iriar & oo §
IRAEAE dE &1 @l T |

AFI fola 97 79 1992 317 30 d1E 9Fd a9 STfean
I, 39 YN THAIAIS! 41 & [0 FHAGEET I HIT
¥ focad21 & I3 & SR Twrad adadd adl Te |

ST AR & AT ITEA § Bia? fhed bl 3rafer
2.0-2.5 HZ &I &l & Fdih 99 ANA & [T Tg 31 =@
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sequel is the next episode & the Finale is based on which
budgets are decided.

Regional isthe next big thing onthe OTT platform
and SunNXT has huge Tamil Film catalogue, which can
dowell in South India, giventhe OTT investment plan of
SUNTV over the next two years. South India has been
ahead of North Indiain termsof TV consumption.

South Indiahas started to embrace OTT platforms;
hence, INR 1.5bn spend for regional OTT content. TV
viewership is continuing to well to coexist with OTT for
the next 5-10 years. However, TV content needs some
innovation from old same type of content.

Post July,
global OoTT
platforms have

started to feature

Tamil and Telugu

films. Also, with

uncertainty  of

theatre reopening,

these producers

have started to

move oTT

platforms for

negotiations as

they are unable to

sit on a huge

working capital

blockage. Big films, such as Drishyam 2 were released
directly on OTT aswell as Surya, which was abig hitin
theatres. Zee5 has been active in Tamil and Telugu
content.

Amazon Prime had entered the COVID-19 phase
with a big budget of ~INR 10bn for content recently,
but instead of web content, only movies are being
bought. Web series is focused on regional platforms
like Zee5 while global OTT is not going the web series
way

TV budgets cannot match digital OTT budgets,
asthey remain at ~INR 0.25-0.03mn per episode vs INR
5-10mn per episode or higher on OTT platforms.
Production houseis paid at amere 10% asfee, but is not
adequate for making quality content.

Budget per episode on OTT platformsisinching
up to INR 10mn per /episode, but this will depend on
the legacy and creative vision of producer. Also,
OTT conviction remains key for budgets being
sanctioned
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A & AT ZHE! e STl w2l 9 oA Smenfd & &
S aote qa foran A 2 |
HERT & [0 AT BERA 3T G51 g1 € 3
ARZ & I (9T A e BHedrT 2, S Gl 9 §
T BT WAl &, TFET T & au & [0 A9 AT &
TSN M9 AT &1 373 8U | &l /e 2/l 99 & Al
¥ T Ard M TR
ST A | HAIEIE WIZWHI &l AT % &7 e
2 3T 8T STEIET A & e 1.5 faferas = fopan s
21 3ET ST 3T 5 A 10 9Ul & foT See & WY
fH@®T ST TR
Z[ifs 21T AR &
T U 2l G @
HRFA & = T EHB
AT HIA B AR
2T |
qAE & ag dfvad
FAETET G F A
7 7] fopet bt ez
o= o' | A, R
& g o AT
@ A 3T FEEne |7
I & T R
WIEHMT BT 3T g1 % [T & aiiteh o o srisie goit
&N TAMH B AT F WS T 39w 2 S a9r e Ay
SR & AI-A1g JAT 9 A Bl g3, A1 b Frrei § agd
F21 fee e 41 |75 dfia g o] Al | AT 78 % |
3T WY 7 21 &1 ¥ A & ol 10 ey v9 &
T g & WA Y497 foRa %, Wik 99 AN & TE 9 R
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2T aee 2fed SEreT aute @ aiadl el & Fahd
%, #ih 8 0.25-0.03 HU¥ fiFe ufd ufFe & JewmEa
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Alt Balgji solely works on web series, and even
movies broken down into episodesto create aweb series. It
has been buying content, which is syndicated, but all
decisions are based on ROI.

OTT platforms are divided into
1) broadcast OTT (Zee5, SonyLiv and Hotstar) which
have the advantage of catchup content, sports and
originals
2) international firms(Netflix and Amazon),
3) telcos& aggregator OTT platforms, and
4) others,

which require focus on originals, as excitement is
about web series; hence, changes of saturation are low

Direct release of
filmsto OTT isatactical
play while OTT will
continue to focus on web
series content.

The freemium
platform works in favor
of SVOD models
whereby the first
episodeisfree, and post
that it is via subscription. This has helped create a
subscriber base. Scam 1992 has given 5x jump on all
business KPI for Sony LIV, which hasbuilt in positivity
for entering the new year with only six originalsin FY 21,
but FY 22 shows the pipelineis huge.

Sony LIV will belaunching in South India by the
end of CY21. Euro 2021, Olympics and India Tour are
coming up backed by which Sony L1V will beformidable
inthe OTT space.

Regulation would have a negativeimpact on OTT
platforms; hence, it isbetter served if self-regulated. Clean
entertainment cannot continue forever, given what the
younger generation needs. Youth wants dark and real
stuff so regulation can cap creativity.

VOD isvideo on demand i.e. consumer choice has
to be primary. Hence, regulations can impact this basic
intent of SVOD where consumers are paying to watch
on-demand shows. &
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TS B4 & [Q AT Fél 78 Hebell &, AT T8 a7 gU
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MEDIA BEAT

An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani

HifsaTee

AT B ST 4 Teaqol aersr
97 UF qHEAE T

AHs 3w FTGTH

OTT SELF REGULATION/
CENSORSHIP?

At present, Indiahasapproximately 40 OTT platforms
including Netflix, Amazon Prime, Hotstar-Disney, Sony Liv,
Zee 5, Discovery Plus and a plethora of regional OTT
players. A recent media estimate claimsthat Indian digital
platforms already
reach over 40

AR | e /dasia?
T A | e, ST U1gH, 2leer-fE,

AT fora, 31 5, [SPehail @ AT S T § 4 waa
Al TTHT 40 SR WEEH ¢ | BTel & U qi=ar 3
% aran fopan 7o 7 fb e 2fied wewnt vew & aem §
30 fafer 7 afe

million customersin
the market with
revenues crossing
< 3000 crores.
oTT

platforms have had
explosivegrowthin
the past 12 months
duetothe Covid 19
Lockdown, leading
to a lack of fresh
television content
and concentrated
viewing by millions

3000 TS BT &l
U %7 AT E |

fuse 12 TEMT o
HIAS 19 TAHSH &
BT SAETET THEHET
i fres gfs g5 ©
e &ToT it
! AT AR T BT
A ArE qEAE &
T U7 78 & [T e

of Indiansforced to
stay home. Netflixis
estimated to have added another 33% viewersin Indiain
the last one year. Amazon Prime and Hotstar Disney have
also added substantial viewers. Regional OTT platforms
are very popular for edgy and fresh content. Live sports
content on Hotstar Disney and Sony Liv will give them
assured increase in customers in years to come annually.

For the past year, the OTT Networks have been
working on a self-regulatory code to avoid government
regulation. Late last year, in awidely expected move, the
Government brought the Regulation of OTT content under
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting by amending
theAllocation of Business Rulesin November 2020.

In early January 2021, a controversy got created on
a couple of tendentious scenes in the web series ‘ Tandav’
shown on Amazon Prime. The seriesis a political thriller,
but in the current inflamed social media atmosphere, the

®igd HIAT I3T
2 | aefres @
S % T TR U A1 § 9 § 33% 3 Medhi &1 A1l
T ® | S UIZH AR 2eRr Be 4 Oyt adie e
T 40T wewH I AR ae AN & O 9gd dmid
2 | EeRer B 3 A g W @39 T HiEdd 5 ATl
AN gl auT § el § g 1 AEEE & ¢ |

et Ueh AT 7 ST qedeh Tahn! [&Haq 7 a9 &
o0 = e &1 o &M &7 72 2 | Usd 9| @ 3T § Us
% w4 A AT wET § WHM J T997 2020 ¥ NN
FEHi @ 3ATEe 4 HIMeH HPan Ja1 d TR0 AT & dad
AL A W faEE @R E (SEad 2021 @ R H
T T W EW T g AR A & g5 39l @
et foae UeT &1 T | 9 Tl U TSI (e & didT
I F T 78 TG A=A % qE § fodre T 3erer qwe
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controversy helped fuel shrill demands for pre-censorship
of OTT content. Though the Producers apologised and
deleted some scenes, it became the perfect vehicle for
strident demands to regulating OTT content before the
webcast.

Activistsin different statesfiled multiple FIRs, and
the Director and Producer of ‘Tandav’ approached the
Supreme Court for an

@ 9d FI & 0 A T A7 usl | it st &

qHN A AR [FEned gl & 22 fan T, @i a7

JaHTZ H e SIS T T [Aad @i @l T q @6
foTg 721 751 9 T |

Al 7T & FEEA T FF NIRRT T B, AW

q=d & FEEr g FE9e T T9ai 2021 & HT § SARM THHEI

& [0 Togaw =g &

anticipatory bail in late
January 2021 which was
refused by the Supreme
Court stating, ‘your right to
freedom of speech is not
absolute.” The Supreme
Court advised the
Petitioners to approach
individual courts for any
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possible relief.
Subsequently, the Allahabad
High Court granted interim protection from any coercive
action or arrest in early February 2021 to the content head
of Amazon Primetill the next hearing in late February. The
UP government has been vehemently opposed the
anticipatory bail application stating that “the visual in
wordingisused for certain actorsthe said web seriescontain
certain scenes portraying God in avery derogatory manner
for which the said FIR has been lodged. The Government
stated that watching the web series public opinion was so
provocative this persuaded the state for lodging the fire
considering the nature of the allegations and severity
thereof, the applicant isnot entitled to grant of anticipatory
bail.

Meanwhile, the Central Government moved the
Supreme Court to centralise all the petitionsfiled in various
courts to regulate OTT content. Supreme Court will hear
the Government’s pleaon March 23, 2021, in anoticeissued
on February 11, 2021.

A senior counsel, Mrs Pinky Anand recently opined
in an interview to the media that there is no reason why
Television content and filmsavailable on OTT platformsbe
treated any differently from motion pictures covered by the
Cinematograph Act 1952. Shefelt that only the medium of
theexhibition isdifferent. Shefurther expressed her personal
view that the absence of censorship has been “grossly
misused in the name of creative expression on digital
platforms’. Sheargued that OTT platformsare profit-driven
and charge subscription fees and therefore must be
regulated.
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In her view, an autonomous regulatory body likethe
Press Council of India would be the “most acceptable
model” which could frame guidelines, receive complaints
against content and yet allow enough play in the joints of
artistic expression. She accepted that artistic expression is
a Fundamental Right, but public order, decency is the
touchstone of judging whether a work of art cannot be
publicly aired on display. But shewarned that therestriction
must be considered from a reasonable man’s standard and
not a hypersensitive person
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standard.

The Parliamentary
Consultative Committee for
Information and Broadcasting
has recently opined to the
Government that “reasonable
curbs” on OTT content be
considered.

In reply to Parliament
questions in early February
2021, the Minister for
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Information and Broadcasting
made it clear that the Government will shortly bring OTT
Regulation guidelines addressing sensitive content issues.
In these Regulations, an element of self-regulation can be
allowed, but perhaps interministerial oversight approach
liketheonefor private TV channelsislikely to be adopted.
Meanwhile, the OTT Networks have announced, on
February 10, 2021, that they will “go ahead” with their
version of self-regulation code based on a specific toolkit
and guidelinesthey had submitted to the Government. This
attempts to pre-empt the forthcoming OTT Regulations.
Seventeen major OTT players have decided to adopt the
industry toolkit for Regulation. They are setting up the
IAMAI Secretariat which will implement the code and the
toolkit. The toolkit is intended to set out the guiding
principles and code of ethics and address the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting feedback. Wewill haveto
await further developments on this vexing issue in early
March.
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DRAFT NATIONAL
BROADCAST POLICY/CABLE
INDUSTRY IGNORED?

For the past few years, there has been talk in media
circles about framing a new National Broadcast Policy.
Unfortunately, public
opinion is not generally

TS TER Afel & 74861 /&ad
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sought with the dialogue
being generally restricted to
broadcasting committees of
large bodies like FICCI and
Cl1. This leaves the vast
cable operator community
entirely in the dark on what
could be policy framework
for them in the coming
decade.

IntheClI Big Picture
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Summit in November 2020,

FEATCT bl AT ek AT et

the Additional Secretary Mrs Neerja
Shekhar, Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting revealed that ‘ consultations
were held with stakehol ders sometime back
and the Ministry is putting the various
parts together, and the emerging issues as
well. It is getting close to coming up with
the draft version of the National
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Broadcasting Policy.’

The Additional  Secretary
acknowledged that all formsof media—TV,
Print and Radio and Digital are growing simultaneously and
not at the cost of one another. She admitted that the
regulatory framework has to be supported so that the
Industry can grow. It hasto be an enabling environment in
which growth can be facilitated; the media and
entertainment sector is not about entertainment alone but
brings revenue to the Government. It gives jobs,
empl oyment opportunities and boosts exports by exporting
content abroad.

She stated that India has sector-specific laws and
interministerial network of laws. She admitted that the Cable
Act lays down alist of things to do or not to do under the
Program Code. She felt that the self-regulation code of
broadcasters has been working well.

She made a welcome announcement that it was
intended to “decriminalise” various acts like the Cable
Television Act. She said the intention is not to “ put people

NEERJA SHEKHAR
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behind bars’ but regulate the Industry in a manner which
consumers expect.

She stated that the Government would regulate the
sector so that everyone enjoys the benefits of technology.
She mentioned there would have to be a convergence in
Government to facilitate ease of doing business and ease
of living as far as the sector is concerned.

She also appealed to the Broadcasting Industry to
support it to get infrastructure status for the Industry.
However, the Ministry of Finance has again rejected this
long pending demand in February 2021.

In early January 2021, a leading business paper
published adetailed article on the draft National Broadcast
Policy outlines. The‘draft’ seeksto harmonisetheregulatory
powers of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of Indiawith
existing intellectual property laws, including the Copyright
act. This harmonisation will delight the Broadcasting
community.
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All distribution platforms,
including DTH cable and HITS,
would come under the new
Regulation. It isexpected that the
current Cable Television Network
Regulation Act 1995 will be
replaced. The new Cable Act
would give statutory recognition
to the program code’s self-
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regulation guidelines framed by
the Broadcast Content Complaint
Council and the News Broadcaster Standards Authority.
These new Regulations are entirely in line with what the
Broadcasters have been demanding for along time.

The Government may also review another demand
of the Broadcastersto remove cross-mediarestriction. Even
Audience Ratings may be brought within the ambit of the
new Act. The draft document is thirty-one pages long and
framed on nineteen policies, but no consultation with the
Multi-System Operators or the Cable Operators has been
done. Thisisvery disturbing for the Cable Industry, which
needs to rise to awaken and be heard before the Policy is
notified in coming weeks.

Meanwhile, once more, the Broadcasters have once
more got away without aBroadcast Regulation Act. Thisis
in complete contravention of the Supreme Court directions
of inthe Cricket Association of Bengal case dated 09.02.1995
to “set up an independent, autonomous public authority
representative of all sections and interestsin the society to
control and regulate the use of the airwaves.” B
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VIACOM UNVEILS
STREAMING PLANS

ViacomCBS hasanew strategy
in place and it plans to take Pluto TV
and Showtime OTT and create a new
ecosystem along with Paramount +
whichisbeing launchedin US, Canada
and partsof Latin America.

Paramount+ program content
will have sports, news and
entertainment from ViacomCBS' stable
whichhasBET, CBS, Comedy Central,
MTYV, Nickelodeon, Paramount Pictures
and the Smithsonian Channel.

Bob Bakish, president and
CEO, ViacomCBS, said: “In today’s
entertainment landscape, ViacomCBS
stands apart as the only media
company to fully embrace every
segment of the streaming universe
acrossfree, premium and pay.

“The launch of Paramount+
supercharges our strategy with abroad
pay service that will be home to
everything consumers love, all in one
place: live sports, breaking newsand a
mountain of entertainment, at scale. As
welook ahead, ViacomCBSisideally
positioned to harness the full power
of our assets and capabilities — from
our world-class production studios
and the value of our massive content
library, to our globa marketing platform
and local relationships — to seize the

global opportunity in streaming”.
Tom Ryan, president and CEO,
ViacomCBS Streaming, added “Built
from an iconic portfolio of beloved
consumer brandsand iconic franchises
like SpongeBob and Star Trek,
Paramount+ is a compelling and
differentiated streaming offering for all
audiences. In combination with Pluto
TV and Showtime, the service will
further strengthen our robust linked
streaming ecosystem, giving us a
critical competitive advantage as we
pursue our goal of reaching consumers
across every platform, at every price
point, with creativity, content and
experiences that are second to none”.

SKY — SES SATELLITE
AGREEMENT
Sky UK plansto
signupwith SES
for satellite
capacity for a€90

million contract

and the contract

will be valid till
2027 and thismakes Sky UK acustomer
of SES spreading over 40 years.

SES will deliver Sky UK'’s
channelsinamix of SD, HD and Ultra
HD from to the subscribersin the UK
and Ireland.

Steve Collar, CEO at SES, said:
“This is a significant, multi-
transponder, multi-year renewal
founded on SES's decades of
delivering aflawlessandimmersive TV
viewing experience to Sky UK
customers. It also underlines the
continued and rising importance of
satellites in delivering a premium
content-viewing experience to end
customersvirtually everywhere”.

SES had total revenues of
€1,876 millionin 2020, downfrom€1,984
million a year earlier. EBITDA was
€1.079million (€1,217 million) and its
net loss of €86 million contrasted with
anet profit of €296 millionin2019.

NENT PARTNERS WITH RIKS
vV

NENT Group partnership with
the Norwegian DTT and online
provider RiksTV continuesand NENT
Group’s TV channelsTV3, TV6 and
V4 will receive continued distribution,
and the V sport channelswill be added
to RiksTV'sstreaming offer, Strim. The
new agreement is valid up to
September 2023. RiksTV reaches out
to 98% of Norwegian households.

Jérébme Franck-Sagervoll,
RiksTV CEOQO: “This is an important
distribution deal for us. We continue
to provide our customers with an
exciting mix of streaming and linear TV
in one distribution agreement. NENT
Group invests enormously in sports,
and their sports portfolio is growing
rapidly. They have secured national
sports such as cross-country skiing
and alpine from 2021, as well as ice
skating and the world’'s best leagues
from women’s football on their
channels. This is content that our
customers want.”

SKY DEUTSCHLAND
LAUNCHES NEW CHANNELS
Sky Deutschland
leading German
broadcaster will
launch new
channels - Sky
Comedy and Sky CrimeonApril 1,2021.
More Sky channels are to be further
launched this year and it will be a
documentary channel and a nature
channel

Sky Comedy and Sky Crimewill
be available as linear channels. The
content will also be available on
demand via Sky Q and Sky Ticket in
Germany, on Sky X inAustriaand on
Sky Show in Switzerland.

Sky Deutschland has secured
therightsto the Extreme E motorsport
series in Germany, Austria and
Switzerland.
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DISH TV’S ¥ 1,000 CRORE
FUND PUSH.
Dish TV
India is
trying to
mop up a
strategy to
raise funds
of ¥ 1,000
crore for
business
expansion.
The funds
will be
raised in tranches and the board has
constituted a fund-raising committee
for recommending. Dish TV had a
consolidated net profit of ¥ 86.41 crore
for the third quarter ended December
2020 compared to anet loss of ¥ 66.77
crorein the same period ayear ago.
The operations revenue was
down six per cent year-on-year to %
815.67 crore during the quarter as
against ¥ 867.8 crore of the
corresponding quarter. Dish TV is
activein DTH and teleport service, and
infra support services. It is also
engaged in the business of
broadcasting of other satellite
telecommunications activities.

ZEE’S Q3 PROFITS INCREASE
Zee
Entertainment
total revenue for
Q3 of 2020was3
2,729 crore, up by
33%.
Theprofit roseto
< 399 crore vs

3 349 crore, and total revenues up 33%
at ¥ 2,729 crore. EBITDA stood at
% 715 crorevs3 565 croreintheprevious
Q3 quarter of 2019.

Ad revenues saw agrowth and
reached ¥ 1302 crore vs 1230 crore.
Subscription revenue in Q3 was aso
strong at ¥ 841 crorevs 713 crore, up
18%Yoy.

Domestic subscription revenue
has been up 9.3% driven by both
television and Zee5. The comparable
programming cost (excluding
inventory amortisation of syndicated
content) grew by 11% YoY and
primarily led by increased content and
transmission costsin digital business.
A& P and other expenses declined by
8.3% YoY during the quarter.

The digital business Zee5 saw
global MAUs at 65.9mn and DAUs at
5.4mn respectively in Dec 2020. Zee5's
Q3revenuestood at ¥ 117.8 crorewith
anEBITDA lossat 175 crore

SITI NETWORKS CLOCKS
3390.6 IN 2020 Q3

Leading

M SO, Siti

Networks Ltd

has had a good

runin 2020 Q3

with aturnover

of ¥390.6 crore

the revenue of

subscription

touched¥ 270.6

croreand EBITDA wasatZ 63.8 crore.

Siti Broadband expansion spree

continued across 21 cities and the net

base increasing to 1.9 lakh. The

company worked on its operational

efficienciesthroughimprovement of its

systems, processes, and personnel

and that resulted in a better connect

with its 24,000+ strong distribution

network.
"Our close working with our
24,000+ ground distribution partners

would stand us in good stead over the
coming quarters, focusing on sweating
of assets,” Siti Networks CEO Anil
Malhotra added.

AIRTEL ACQUIRES STAKE IN
BHARTI TELEMEDIA

Bharti Airtel plansto acquirea
20 per cent stake in Bharti Telemedia
from Warburg Pincus for ¥ 31,260
million.

The disbursal will be via
issuance of 36.47 million equity shares
of Airtel at a price of ¥ 600 per share
and upto¥ 10,378 millionin cash.

The proposed transaction is
part of Airtel’s strategy to align the
shareholding of its customer facing
products, services and businesses

under the same holding group.

“DTH isanintegral part of our
Homes strategy and this transaction
isanother step towards simplifying the
shareholding of our customer facing
businesses providing structural
flexibility and ease of implementation.
Airtel has always enjoyed a close and
strategic partnership with Warburg
Pincus, across its business verticals
and geographies and we are delighted
to have them back as part of Airtel’s
exciting journey ahead, including in
digital businesses,” said Bharti
Enterprises’ group director, Harjeet
Kohli.

Airtel will issueitssharestothe
Warburg Pincus affiliate at apremium
of 0.50 per cent to the floor price
determined as per ICDR regulations.
Theremaining consideration of ¥ 9,378
million will be paid in cash on the
closing date of the proposed
transaction. There may also be minor
customary closing adjustments not
exceeding¥ 1,000 million.. ®
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or
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FTTH & FTTX TECHNOLOGY

What isFTTH & FTTx? Please explain the benefits
of both thetechnology?

Sreenivas Reddy, Hyderabad

Ans: Home fiber (FTTH) is the delivery of a
communication signal through optical fiber from the
operator’s switching equipment to the home or business,
thus replacing the existing copper infrastructure, such as
telephonewiresand coaxial cable.

Fiber for home use is a relatively new and fast-
growing method, providing
consumers and businesses
with  much  greater
bandwidth, thus enabling
more robust video, Internet
and voice services.

Fiber to the Home or
simply FTTH is a
technology that uses fiber
optics directly from the central point for residential
installations (as shown in the image below). It provides
high-speed, uninterrupted Internet service. Here, “H”
includes both domestic and small businesses.

FTTH istheultimatefiber access solution, inwhich
each subscriber is connected to an optical fiber. The
deployment options discussed in this tutorial are based
on a complete fiber optic path, from OLT (Optical Line
Termination) to the subscriber’s premises.

Thisoption facilitates high-bandwidth servicesand
content for each customer and ensures maximum
bandwidth for future demands for new services.

Therefore, hybrid optionsinvolving ‘ part’ and ‘ part’
fiber infrastructure networks are not included.

With accessto domestic fiber, theuse of FTTH is
mainly for the single-family unit (SFU), providing a
comparatively small number of ports, including the

FTTH
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following types — POTS, 10/100/1000 BASE-T and RF
(18dBmvV).

The optical fiber method can be implemented in
two ways: active method and passive method. The
current deployment of mass FTTH isbased on the passive
method

Fiber to the “x”

(FTTx) isacaollectiveterm

used to describe a wide

range of broadband
network architecture
options utilizing optical

fiber for someor all of their

last mile connectivity. With

“X” representing the fiber
termination point, FTTx
technology encompasses optical fiber deployments such
asFTTH,FTTA,FTTB,and FTTC.

Fiber to the x is a central component of next-
generation access (NGA), which characterizesthe evolution
of broadband infrastructure towards enhanced speed and
quality of service (QoS).

HDTV, virtual reality (VR) and other bandwidth-
hungry applications already push the boundaries of this
technology. The 10T, 5G, smart cities and blockchain
technology are gaining traction rapidly asthe high-speed,
low-latency applicationsfor FTTx continueto multiply.

FTTx networks bring the combined advantages of
higher transmission rates and lower energy consumption.
Moving optical fiber closer to the user allows the latest
construction, connection and transmission techniques to
be leveraged to their fullest extent and diminishes the
bottleneck potential of conventional coax. To make this
feasible, skillful planning and execution must propagate
al lifecycle phases. B
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1R

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

AMOS4AT65DEGE

On 24th Party's has left 10735 V;
BBC World News South Asia has
started on 10789 V, Verimatrix. HBO
Asia, Cinemax Asia and EuroNews
English have left; KBS World 24,
Dhinchaak, MTV Beats, Luxe TV,
VOATYV Asia, Star Movies India, TRT
World, Aaj Tak and Disney Junior
India have started on 10914 V, en-
crypted. Star Utsav, Shemaroo TV,
Popular TV, Filmy, B4U Music India,
Sangeet Bhojpuri, Fox Life India,
Care World TV, India Today,
Aastha India, Sanskar TV and
Peace TV Urdu have left; BM HD,
Gorkha TV, Colors Infinity, DD
Bharati and Xing Kong Interna-
tional have started on 11235V,
Verimatrix; Rhymes, Bhojpuri
Magic, DD India, DD Kisan,
Dangal TV, Dabangg, Aakaash
Aath, Enterr 10, 9X Jalwa and
Lolly Kids have left.

IS17AT 66 DEG E
On 1st Tulasi News has started on
3876 H, FTA.

EUTELSAT 70B AT 70.5DEG E
On 20th Euro Bangla TV has left
12682 V.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10/GSAT-30
at 83deg E

On 1st Bangla Bharat has left 3805
H. On 2nd Udaya Movies, Zee
Biskope, Star Sports Select HD2,
Surya Cinema, Nick HD+, Sun
Bangla, DD Kashir, Sony Ten 1 HD,
Star Movies Select, Shubh TV,
Sony Pix, CNBC TV 18, Romedy
Now, & flix, Zee Café, Mazhauvil
Manorama, Tata Sky Theatre,

SATELLITE & CABLETV

India in the past month.

Mastiii, Animal Planet India, Com-
edy Central India, MNX and Tata
Sky Fun Learn have started on
11170 V, encrypted. Zee Marathi,
Zee Bangla, Sarthi TV, Mega 24,
MK Tunes, MK Six, Mega Musiq,
Sahana TV, Suddi TV, Northeast
Live, Onkar Only Truth TV, Alankar
TV, Shubh TV, Zee 24 Kalak,
Nambikkai TV, Vanitha TV, TV 5
Kannada, Hindu Dharmam, Raj
Musix Telugu, TV 1 Telugu, Gyana
Yogi Telugu, MKN Marathi, Moon

TV, Raj Musix Malayalam, Raj
News Malayalam, DD Sahyadri,
MNX and Tata Sky Fun Learn have
left; Tata Sky Videoshala has
started on 11550 V, encrypted. DD
Assam, CTVN AKD Plus, AKD
Calcutta News and NHK World Ja-
pan have left; Star Jalsha, Jalsha
Movies, Star Bharat India, Surya
TV, VH1 India, Star Plus HD India,
Star Gold HD India and Colors
Bangla have started on 11630 V,
encrypted; Udaya Movies, Zee
Biskope, Star Sports Select HD2,
Surya Cinema, Nick HD+, Sun
Bangla, DD Kashir, Sony Ten 1 HD,
Star Movies Select, Shubh TV,
Sony Pix, CNBC TV 18, Romedy
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Now, & flix, Zee Café, Mazhavil
Manorama, Tata Sky Theatre,
Mastiii, Animal Planet India, Com-
edy Central India, MNX and Tata
Sky Fun Learn have left. On 4th
Nagaland TV has replaced News
11 on 3949 H, FTA. On 5th Aaho!!
Music has started on 3925 H, FTA.
On 7th Jano Duniya has started on
3949 H, FTA. On 13th Bangla
Bharat has started on 3805 H, FTA.

MEASAT 3/3AAT91.5DEGE
On 23rd Colors Asia Pacific has
left 3960 H; Life has started on
12436 H, encrypted.

INSAT 4B/3A / GSAT 15/ GSAT
17AT93.5DEGE
On 2nd Karma Ayurveda has
started on 11510 H, FTA. On 13th
DD India, DD Sports and DD
Jharkhand have left 11480 H. On
16th CNBC TV 18, Colors Infin-
ity, Prameya News 7, 1 Sports,
India News Haryana, Zee Vajwa,
Songdew TV and Comedy Central
India have started on 11510 H,
Conax. ETV Andhra Pradesh, DD
National, DD Sports, DD Girnar, DD
Chandana, Sun Music, Suvarna
News, Adithya TV, ETV Telangana,
Ishwar Bhakti TV, Chintu TV, Colors
Kannada Cinema, Sirippoli, We,
Kairali News and News State UP &
UK have left 11510 H.

CHINASAT 11 AT98DEGE
On 15th Sonali Bangla TV has
started on 11493V, FTA.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E
On 1st Paramount Network Asia has
started on 3920 V, encrypted.
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NURNBERG 4/ MESSE

Satellite & Cable TV Provides You With...
More Than... ) , ,
¢ In-depth & Unbiased Market Information

2 7 Years. . % Technology Breakthroughs

% Comprehensive Circulation Across
The Satellite & Cable TV Industry

Your No # 1 Resource To Reach
The World of Satellite, Cable, IPTV
& Broadband Industry in India

Helping You Stay A Step
Ahead of the Competition

ADVERTISE NOW'!

Contact: Mob.: +91-70218 50198; Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313; Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com

INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE
CABLE TV, BROADBAND. IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY
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ONE GRAND SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW = MUMBAI
21 - 23 October 2021

www.scatindiashow.com

£ BLY

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW
www.abis-digital.com

Bl SCAT CONTX2021

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW - MUMBAI CONTENT INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI
Organised by: NirnbergMesse India Pvt. Ltd.
Varun Gaba Geeta Lalwani OFFICIAL MEDIA PUBLICATION Manoj Kumar Madhavan
. Director - Projects Project Manager Editor (Satellite & Cable TV Magazine)
NURNBERG MESSE | Tel.: +91-22-6216 5303 - Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313
Mob.: +91-99458 26427 Mob.: +91-70218 50198 Mob.: +91-91082 32956

Email: varun.gaba@nm-india.com | Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com www.scatmag.com Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com
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Bl SCAT CONTX2021

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW - MUMBAI CONTENT INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI

www.broadcastindiashow.com www.scatindiashow.com www.contentindiashow.com
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