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Founded in 1982 by a humble man determined to learn and bring a change, Alambre Cable

PVT LTD started off as a small-scale family business. After years of learning, unlearning, and

intensive R&D, today Alambre is among leading Indian enterprises in the Cable
Manufacturing Industry.

LIST OF PRODUCTS WE MANUFACTURE:

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE US?
« LAN Cables (CAT-5E/CAT-6) — UTP/STP/FTP

* LAN Cable Patch Cords
* Optical Fiber Cables (2F-144F). Available in
G652D, G657A1,G657A2 with Yarn.

* FTTH Cables {1F -4F) Available in G652D,
G657A1, G657A2)

* Optical Fiber Patch Cords.
e Co-Axial Cables.

All Cables are available in customized lengths.

info@ulumbrecublesAcom Alambre Cables Private Limited. Plot No. 23-24,
Next to Aayushakti Aayurved Pvi. Lid.

+91 9892621326 Chintupada. Palghar. 401404

+91 9619363163

Registered office: A/06, Sonawala Industrial
Premises Co-op Soc. Ltd., Sonawala Crossroad
No. 2, Goregaon East. Mumbai - 400 063.

www.alambrecables.com
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your network.

The unprecedented growth and widespread
deployment of fiber makes cable management a
critical element for building robust and reliable
networks.
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clear routing paths, stack storage solutions, and - —
optical components we ensure bend radius PLC Splitter Patch Cord
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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The amendment of the new tariff order NTO 2.0 by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) saw some of thetop
broadcasterslike ZEE, Sun TV, Discovery Communication India,
Disney Sar India, Viacom18 and Culver Max Entertainment
reviewing their pricing strategy. The new pricing will be effective
February 1, 2023. The entire effort saw a new found bonhomie
between K Madhavan, Disney Star Country Manager & President
and TRAI Chairman PD Vaghela with Madhavan praising TRAI
chairman for hisactive stance in taking the collaborative routeto
deal with the NTO 2.0 related issues.

All top broadcasters are revising pricing strategy and
publishing their RIOs. This has left the cable industry in a tizzy
and there are fears echoed by the cable industry, which now feels
that the changes will entail loss of subscribersto OTT and Free
Dish. These legitimate concer ns of the cable industry needsto be
addressed by the authoritiesand a similar collaborative approach
needs to be taken to address the issues of the cableindustry. The
initiative needs to come from TRAI, 1&B Ministry and all other
active stakeholders.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) has
challenged the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India's (Trai)
November 2022 amendments to the new tariff order (NTO) 2.0
beforethe Kerala High Court. The Federation, which isthe apex
body of multi system operators (MSOs), has urged the HC to set
aside amendments to the NTO 2.0 which were issued on 22nd
November and order the Trai to maintain status quo till their
petition isdisposed.

A recent update mentioned that The information &
broadcasting sector attracted foreign direct investment (FDI) worth
Rs. 1,766 crore in 2022. The |&B ministry approves the
formulation of FDI policiesin the broadcasting, film. FDI in both
film is permissible up to 100% and so also the FDI in cable,
DTH, and entertainment is 100%. But the FDI in cable has not
seen any major investors pumping in money into this sector. This
issue needs to be looked and addressed on what are the factors
for thelack of capital influx into the cableindustry.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India recommendation
on the registration for MSOs should be done for 10 years and
that the processing fee to befixed at Rs.1 lakh. Thisshould provide
alevel of transparency.

In a major step to improving the broadcast infrastructure
the Govt has given amajor boost for Public Service Broadcasting:
and improving the Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network
Development (BIND) with an outlay of Rs.2,539.61 crore up to
2025-26.

Wishing all the readers a very happy and prosperous 2023.
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

;?

ADANI BUYS OUT NDTV

Adani has completed the acquisition of NDTV.
NDTYV founders Prannoy Roy and Radhika shared that
they are selling most of their stake in the media company
to Adani Group.

RRPR will now hold a
56.45% equity stake in NDTYV,
asRRPR aready held a29.18 per
cent equity stakein NDTV. The
acquisition of sharesfrom Roys
was completed on 30 December.

The statement by Adani
Enterprises says that the
company acquired the 27.26%
stake from Roys at the price of
% 342.65 per share. This means that the company paid
over ¥ 600 crore to Roys for the shares. According to
theregulatory filing madeby NDTV last week, Prannoy
Roy transferred 86,65,209 equity shares and Radhika
Roy transferred 89,12,467 sharesto Adani group. This
means both promoterstransferred atotal of 1,75,77,676
equity shares.

BROADCASTERS HIKES RATES

Broadcasters after a uncertain period of more
than two years have now increased
their rates after the NTO 2.0 was given
the go ahead. Zee Entertainment
Enterprises, Culver Max Entertainment
and Sun TV Network have increased
their ala carte and bouquet rates The
new pricing will reportedly comeinto
effect on February 1 next year.

Therates have reportedly been
hiked by 10-15% for some bouquets.

The channels have filed their
reference interconnect offers (RIO), or documents that
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specify terms and conditions, and pricing under which
a service provider will permit interconnection of
another carrier with its network.

The report also mentions that Disney Star India
and Viacom18 will follow up with their RIOs soon.

NAVED LEAVES NEWS NATION

Naved Qureshi, television journalist has quit
News Nation. He was associated with the channel for
over fiveyears asAnchor and Editor (Special Projects).
Qureshi will be joining the YouTube
Channel- NFM news, which has over 15
million subscribers, as Partner.

Qureshi has over two decades of
experiencein media. After completing his
studiesfrom Vikram University, Ujjain, he
started his career in thefield of journalism _
with print media houses and has served !(
stints with Dainik Jagran' among others. f

Qureshi started his career in News
TV with “'Voice of India’ where he was
associated for amost four years. Post this
hejoined 'News24' and later moved onto 'NewsExpress.
Prior to 'News Nation', he was associated with 'Agj Tak'
for about five years.

PRASAR BHARATI'S 65TH E-AUCTION

Prasar Bharati invited applicationsfor allotment of
vacant MPEG-2 dlotsof DD Free Dish onapro-ratabasis
for theperiod 24.12.2022 to 31.03.2023 through the 65th e-
auction.

The processwasto be held on December 19, 2022.

Only satellite channels
licensed by the Ministry of 1&B and
companies holding valid permission
from the MIB will be allowed to
participate in the e-auction for the
allocation of DD Free Dish slots.
International Public Broadcasters
licensed by the Ministry of 1&B can
also participate in e-auctions.

Thee-auctionwill beheld bucket-wise starting with
the one having the highest reserve pricei.e from Bucket

65t e-Auction

For MPEG-2
Vacant Slots

NEWS

NAVED QURESHI
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‘A’ and will progressively go downinthe order of reserve
price. The participationfeeisRs 1.50 crore.

SONY PAL, COLORS RISHTEY QUIT
FREE DISH

Sony Pal and Colors Rishtey have pulled out of
DD Free Dish despite winning slots in the e-auction
conducted in November.

The big four {ﬁ
broadcasters pulled out their C OlOI’é
Hindi GECsfromDD FreeDish .
early thisyear. However, they || S h tey
did face loss of ad revenue
due to adrop in GRPs of the
Hindi GECs even as the subscription revenue remained
under pressure due to the migration of customers to
alternate platforms like DD Free Dish and OTT video
streaming. The channels have also said earlier that their
ad revenue growth has been hit hard due to the pull-out
from DD FreeDish.

TV CHANNELS TO SUBMIT PROOF

Govt has notified private TV channels to submit
details of ‘public service’ programmesaired in ‘ national
interest’ in the month of November as proof of their claims
that news channel stelecast enough public service content
throughout the year.

News channels stance is that [
they have aired enough public
service content throughout the year
and hence the “30-min per day
public-service content” obligation |
introduced by the ministry last month |
would be aburden on them at atime
when the news broadcast industry
was facing many challenges.

Most channels are planning to include as samples
their shows and debates on China and Pakistan.

India has close to 900 TV channels, including
regional, entertainment, sportsand devotional genres. The
country’senormous TV universeof 900 millionindividuals
continues to grow and is set to achieve a future scale of
1,300 million on the back of rapid economic growth.
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MDPL UPS THE ANTE

Meterology Data Private Limited (MDPL), ajoint
venture between Broadcast Audience

S AT §IAT TSI

A 221 UiEde fames (THEd ), arsare
=T P R 3F 2F st P
% 41 U AgA TUHA, HIAT q7 T
ITeT &1 A aui J 427 sl J@ T

Research Council and Tam Media k

Research, reportedly plansto raisethe A M D L
number of metersby nearly 15,000 over

the next two-three years.
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" METEROLOGY ki AUl
According to a report, the DATA PVT. LTD. T frare & gﬁr\%ﬁ AreT ar firr

meter count currently stands at 50,000

and the MDPL plansto takeit to 65000.

MDPL istargeting a capex of Rs 60-70 crore, stated the
report.

ABHISHEK SHARMA QUITS NDTV
INDIA

Abhishek Sharmahasquit at NDTV IndiaMumbai
Bureau after being 17 years.

Earlier, RavishKumar, Senior Executive Editor at
NDTV quit. This development took place soon after
Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy quit asthe directors of the
NDTV promoter company RRPR Holding Private Limited

The Adani group began the process of acquiring
an additional 26 per cent stake in the company by
launching an open offer that ended on December 5. B

M § 50,000 2 A7 THEGTW 37!

65000 T © A &l AT a1 72T 2 |

FU1E § oer T B foh THSIIUA 60-70 HE U &
FUT B AT BT TET E |
St ® g™t A TASIET 3T BigT

Y 9T T 17 T A1E TSR 22 §ag @ A
T § R |

T UEd UAEIEEl & dite dEEN HUEd T
FAT T G 3 A o1 |98 Rt fem e | An
eIt T & USRIl &l GHIZT U SIS 2lfea
UEde ez & Meu 98 3 5w & & qid a8 g3 |

HEMT FE 7 5 [SHT Bl FAG M aTel Tell J9rhaT
% BT BT § AT 26 TfeTd RERE 2 F &
UichaT % @l | .
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JIOCINEMA SCORES WITH FIFA
WORLD CUP FINAL

JioCinemahasrecorded 32 million viewersfor the
final day of the FIFA World Cup Final asArgentinapicked
the FIFA World Cup Trophy.

Over 110 million viewers
watched the World Cup content
on digital. FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 clocked 40bn
minutes of watch time across
Sports18 and JioCinema.

“We promised to give
consumers easy access to the
world-class presentation of the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, and
on the back of that, the
tournament became the most-
watched global sports event on digital where Indiahas
not participated,” said Viacom18 Sports CEO Anil
Jayargj. “This demonstrates the power of digital and
the preference viewers and fans have shown to
consumetheir favourite events, which will now see Paris
Saint-Germain teammates and FIFA World Cup Golden
Boot winner Kylian Mbappe and FIFA World Cup and
Golden Ball winner Lionel Messi join forces in the
Liguel.”

ZEE MEDIA HIRES ROSHAN TAMANG
Zee media has appointed Roshan

WE aFE &Y @ BrEAd § o e
P

HIH a2 &Y & 3Afew o7 o B 1 32 ffess
EIhT &1 ThlS & [hAT 2, TaAd & foh 31T T HIH
e HY 2% AT ford 7 |
f2fotea favaaa &1 w0 &1 110
faferam 1 tferes Tofent 1 27 | Wi
s ®T HA? 2022 T WA 18
A o femr @ 20 fafemm fime
@ drd 2EH & |
TR 18 TeH & HEa A
TS | FATT b & ST
@ HIE Te=dhT Bl 2022 &
favamim wgfd @ AHHE 95
& %1 are R O AR 39d 9w e e W FaH
3T 37T ST ATl A19eeh I 3T & T4, o1 rd
T 9 &1 foran e | gz 2fvew @ gfe @ wefila @ ®
AR 37 ARG B T8 H A 90 1 3961 T & qh
Somn, T 6 3@ ufw dic T SW & Wl ST wiw
fvaay # TMeed g faoran fhfeeurard 37 B aes &9
¥ e atd foordn fd e F9 @ @ 1 F 9 & 5Y
T |
St #ifgar 4 qem anT & gl ot

Tamang as Chief Content Officer, Digital
Publishing Business. Highly placed
sources have confirmed this
development to e4m.

Inhisrole hewill beresponsible
for managing all digital propertiesfrom
growth perspective for IDPL business,
whilebringing in new initiatives, content
strategies, projects and streamline
variousdigital platforms.

Tamang brings with him more
than two decades of experience in

ST IS A FHT B g A
ATl fied gweE @en g
fpa % 13= wer A A 39 faem &
gtz @l % |

AT o § d ARSI FaEE &
fora feremr & gftedmon & #it f2fiore =i
% yded % fou feer 2, Sdafe T2
B |

T 3 A fafie difzar e & forg
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managing digital business for various media houses.
He has led initiatives in content and social media
strategies, product development, digital videos,
monetization and analytics. In his past stint, he was
associated with Jagran New Media, IndiaAhead, Otus
Media, Network18, Times Internet and The Indian
Express.

In hislast portfolio Tamang has worked as Chief
Innovation Officer and managed strategies related to
digital platforms.

TATA PLAY BINGE INCREASES OTT
OFFERINGS

Tata Play Binge has announced another OTT
partner integration to the platform. ReelDrama, an OTT
platform of Assamese content will now
be available on Tata Play Binge.

Expanding its regional
offerings, Tata Play Binge with its
partnership deals with 18 OTT apps,
endeavours to present viewers
compelling content from all major and
regional players across the country.

ReelDrama Director, Kuheli
Dasgupta said, “The objective of
ReelDrama is to provide an alternative
platform for talented Assamese
filmmakers to showcase their craft to a
larger section of Assamese- speaking viewers. The
association with TataBingewill aid our effort to reach
out to awider audience, not only in Assam but alsoin
the entire country.”

NETFLIX INDIA’S SHAGUN SEDA
QUITS

Shagun Seda, Director of Marketing at
Netflix India, has quit after being with the
company for over two years.

At Netflix, sheled teamsacross brand,
film and series marketing in addition to being
on the country marketing leadership team.

TATA PLAY

SINGE

[3fTed Faam™ & Uae 31 39Tl A ATHd &l AT ddHT
A 2 | T2 AR A T SAT TR, Iae e,
feforem difzan, gareTor i fageroor § gew @1 2 | 3T
M HEEW § 98 AR = WA, 3R 3%, e
Rz, Jeaa 18, 2EH e AN § o THEUE 7 92
ol

9 T TIEhIferal 9T J < S9N ST
& %9 § & a1 & AW BiTed wewn 7 wafid oMt
@ YgeN o 2 |
R W & A Yewani A ghe &
2R W [T 9 WM W us AT SAERT et
MY &I GO &l & | TS, STMaT &2 &l Uh
1 A e I ke e o ot e R o s e E A s 5
2 |
O ERIT YT T {7 By 2rel &
& T 31O AEEN & A 18 e U
@ AU FHEAT BT E, B BN T B
U1 I BT G [T 2 |
Tag™ Mev®, el ST 7 &el
“TeTg™ @1 3297 ferenoned st e
femfaret @1 smfvar Wi efet & us a3
T BT AUAT Hell [GEN & [ Ueh dehicdeh W2hH Ja
AT © | 212 foe & A T A dhde 3 § afed @
39§ AF gY@ % UgAd & AN YA H HeEdl
I |
e fean @& ST[A Q& 3 gEiwr
U 2T | qehien & Meurd T HaT
T8 A T A q9T dh BT & A B &
T FT 92 BT A 7 |
Tl § TR dgl Ao @zt M |
2N & AT g, e AT AT qheT |
2t &1 g o |
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Announcing the development, she wrote on
Linkedin, “It's been two weeks since my last day at
Netflix and | got home from a short vacation to
thislovely little surprise. Thank you, team Netflix for
this farewell memory and for all the memories of a
lifetime. It's been an enriching journey of learning,
of wins, of being part of a collective stubborn
determination to do our best against challenges. | am
grateful for the opportunity to lead the efforts in
making Netflix a more relatable brand for Indian
consumers and incredibly proud of the work and
impact we created as the Film and Series
Marketing team in snagging the streaming audience’s
attention.”

ARRE STUDIO
MOHANTY

Arré Studio has hired as Anaya Mohanty as
Creative Director & Development Head

Arre Studio said that Mohanty will bring her
creative prowess and energy to the upcoming slate
apart from pushing investments into newer stories,
formats and widening the network
of talent in Hindi as well as
regional markets.

HIRE SANAYA

| 4
Mohanty said, “I have Arr I nl
always admired what Arré has

achieved across platforms,

formats and genres and am very

happy to be a part of this talented team, which brings
content from diversified categoriesto the youth of India,
focusing on narrative quirk and uniqueness. | look
forward to learning from my experience, while we at
Arré design and develop material that touches a chord
with oneand all”

Niyati Merchant, Co-Founder and COO, Arré,
said, “We are super excited to have Anaya onboard;
she will play apivotal rolein Arré Studio’s upcoming
plans of building strong content | Ps which include our
franchise expansion, adaptations of book rights and
the development and execution of original shows and
filmsthat are part of our content inventory.” ®

37 P foem @l 3o &7d g0 I fddsgd 97 feran
“TeftRra § WY aMPEdl i & &1 Awre &1 9% © A ¥ 39
BIS H 9T & [T U BIel 22l § 77 31 T £ | 9=aTE,
2 eiUeren, 34 f9ers Wi ST Sew @ T aEl @
foTT |78 Arae I, Sid &1 gl & Faars 31O Ja2
TSI B & 07 U AMfedh [Tal 3¢ Hdhed &l [
At TS G2 g & T @ Agd B & Fa &
foTT SATATT & A ST 2oieni e SAhiud & 4 e
AT AR AT M & =4 H B Sl HM AT THE ST
7, 39 T Afdvaig #9762 |

T AEd & Fgia @t @ =gREE |

T = 9 A ARdl @ hufed svEer An
IATHE 2T & B9 § Mg A 2 |

T =2 7 &l © % Aedl 947 HeTa, el |

a9 @1 W g oin Bl & Mg-Tg e aan H

gfeTdT & Hedd @l AUE a9 @ STl ST T
§ @ |

qrEd T et fob I T A

WEHE, T BIHS AT AT

A g W1 T o 7, e i
FHITT ST 01 & AT 37 Ufr1eTel
<M &1 R a9 agd g9 & Sl AT & A1 & fog
farferer Sifori & AeE @ %, ST dereres fafererr S faforedr
T A DG Bl & | § AT 0T T FFa Fl 3719 S
%, af e o § U A R A fawha @va ® S
T T BT AT 3 BT B € |

31 & FE-FEAE A A T T & F 3
F 3 AT @ & [0 I8 Tonted €, 98 U =i &
YT AT ST & 0T 267 ST AT13T § U Teeyol
et et o 291 Aierdr @ o gedd S
@ AJHAT AT qA 91 AW i &1 fwr A Hoaed
I & ST AN AT g & R e | m
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MEDIA BEAT

An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.

3T I & (A9 |

AWAKEN, ARISE
AND GRAB THE
UNIVERSE

The CATV industry needs to awaken to
the new reality and move on to
providing a host of multimedia services
based on high speed internet delivery
platform

A. MEDIA UNIVERSE

AstheGlobal M edia Univer seentersanew year, itis
helpful to plot the past year internationally and nationally
to determine how this vibrant Industry will farein 2023.

KANTAR 2023 MEDIA TRENDS FORECAST

A recently released global media trends report by
Kantar Group, adataanalyticsand brand
consulting company based in the UK,
makesfor fascinating reading.

¢ 'Media and entertainment are
now a multi-trillion-dollar
industry, reaping the benefits of
investment in internet
connectivity, improved
technology, and an insatiable
desire for on-screen content.'

¢ 'Content-delivery strategies are
also diversifying. 2022 witnessed
broadcasters and native video-
on-demand (VOD) platforms
striking a new balance between VOD and - linear,
long-form and short-form, I nternet-delivered and
broadcast — all helped, no doubt, by the growth in
Smart TV ownership and Internet delivery of
content.'

¢ 'Indeed, what was once just a 'TV market' has —

AR, 38l AR T=ie
@l IhSI

HQ2let ErT B T arEIfaBAr & forg
ATIA &4 SR e T §evHe v
WEHIH 9T ATEIRT AeciHifSar darsit @i
FTaH &I @R B g SIFt 9@ BT
SHTTsgHaT & |

T. #ifsar gied
qfh TEd A JFEd UF T A § TGaq w7
781 %, 3T 2028 § TE SAdid AN & YSIH &I, TE
Feiid & & [T FJare™ A T I usd ag &
T T T4 | HeETH & |
%I 2023 HSAT TAF AT
TN BER 4 E1T &l § AHT @ T
Ifvae Gifzar g= FOE, 3 Ted & fou
FHdE AT £ |
o =7 A7 TR FET 0% o
ST @ &I 2, AT 3272 Fafaes 4
fRasr, dzar a@idr A7 3 B AT
% foTq U ST 2T &7 @Y 32T wET E )
o ArEfr faavor Hifoar o fataearget
Z/2022 ¥ gare 37 AT difegr ST
e (@sish) wewrd &7 ),
S ST AFHET T B ST e
i, et fediatt 3 gisare @ aig U# 747
AGaT -3 FF % TE, Qe A =@
37 Gt & geie R 7 gty 4 fswae adr &
738 AT |
& ITIHA AT FUT % UF St R o1, 7 9T
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thanksto I nternet delivery (I P), deviceand platform
proliferation, and new viewing forms- diversified
into an intricate 'AV ecosystem'.'

'‘The economic crisis (post the geopolitical tensions
arising out of the Russian invasion of Ukraine) is
also helping set the conditions for ad-funded
business models. Consumers are increasingly
warming to the idea if it saves them money.'

'‘Broadcasters are adopting the aspects of VOD
strategy that best fit their positioning whilst
preserving their points of difference. VOD platforms
are adopting traditional concepts like appointment
TV and curated content discovery via linear
channels.'

‘During the pandemic, many homes explored the
full functionality of connected screens.
Consequently, we are reaching the tipping point in
Smart TV penetration and usage, with consumers
increasingly using their TV to stream content
directly, connecting via apps and inbuilt IP
services.'

'As video delivery moves towards an all-1P future,
Smart TVs will play a critical role as the home's
main entertainment gateway.'

"With linear-broadcast audiences migrating towards
on-demand viewing in such numbers, Connected
TV looks increasingly attractive, particularly
because there's a sense of continuity —it's much the
same as the status quo, yet enhanced.'

INDIAN MEDIA SCENARIO

Thelatest datareleased by TRAI isfor Q1 of 2022-

23 and, unfortunately, completely ignores

the MSO/LM O Cable Data Base in its

ExecutiveSummary. 4‘./
Key indicators are: n 4
& Approximately 892 private TRAI

satellite TV channels have been
permitted by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) for uplinking only/downlinking only/both
uplinking & downlinking.

As per the reporting done by Broadcasters in
pursuance of the Tariff Order dated March 3 2017,
as amended, out of 879 permitted satellite TV
channels are available for downlinking in India,
there are 347 satellite pay TV channels as on June

Telecomn Regulatory Authority of India

(IS/1S0 9001-2008 Certified Organisation)

gerie Rfvreadt (smgd) =1, 337 Iy ot
IR F TAT §AT & 37 & % T4 B4-UF AT
‘Tt wRRafot ar & fafaeiga gz 817

e A% (FBT T &l STHT 4 39 & art
Y-TTAHIE qE & arg) o fmreT Ry oy
NI qise & forw wififeafaar &1 [eifa & § 7ee
&7 78T & | SN deil 4 39 [Fm & gl s & @
Z 9z 98 39 foro U7 q@rar 217

TARY IS I % 3 TGS B S 7E 8 Ar
% FAT & [AgIT B AT HA §T @I AT &
forg e Suger 2 | i3t wew qrufie JaErns
54 3RS AT AT AT Gl & AT 7 agies
#e2 fmmatt @ g B El

TR & G, &% 00 7 BAF2E I BT G Braerar
&1 qaT @l | TAiAad, g9 @ At @ g7 37
IEENT § RfUT @rze o7 ugg 7@ & @1 SubEr s
ST HATHT @ AT T FAFE B @ o7 BT T8 B |
=12 2T 77 % § T 2 & B 4 By i
faur |

AT gisdrRe 37if=99 & g+ 7= & 3T feHre
g @ HIT GATIT % T dAFeE et a5 7
E-g2 gl & 79 2, T 4f qgrar T &)

ARdE Hifsar g

2B E AN TGHAH 22T 2022-23 HT Yeel [Tl
% foTQ & 37 A F 310 FEHNT AT
§ TICHSl /TS dad S 99 @
I @E H 3l HIA ¢ |

TT Haddh o3

o ‘ggar & gaRY qIH
(Trat) zrr T 892 Aol ¥emmge
2t A F B TUloTiHT /BT
& E

3 49 2017 % RE G % AT FARBI 2177 &
T RIS & Srgam, are 4 A9iterd, 879 3/gAd deaEe
2T g T 7 SreAtisT & g gumer & Fats
30 7 2022 7% TF TEHT 347 HCEE Ul I
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30 2022. Out of 347 pay channels, 249 are SD
satellite pay TV channels, and 98 are HD satellite
pay TV channels.

Pay DTH has attained a total active subscriber base
of around 67.04 million in QE on June 30 2022.
Thisisinadditionto the DD. Free Dish subscribers
(Doordarshan'sfree DTH services).

INCREASING USE OF CONNECTED TV

21 4T |37 847 T I § 7 249 QHSY A2z U 2t
T &, 37 98 QST Fewze ¥ T g &)

* U ST 7 80 T 2022 F FE 7 TTHT 67.04
RiferaT @1 Zo alea WEE AT 9 (T | 98 gt
# Wi 31 aemaaR (e @ gwa g
qard ) & Ak 2

Faeg Il H ggar YA

o WiREr @ i @A fAE % 3FAN, 9rd § 84

& As per the latest report by Media Smart, 84% of -
households in India have more than one person gfierd @ § Faes det (W) (v del)
watching Connected TV (CTV) T AT U H AT AR &, AT ST T H
(Smart TV), andnineout of ten CTV A AR sl T R & qua § AW
viewersrecall being exposed to ads. 7 7 T |
¢ A recent report by Group M/ FAT e frE
Kantar reveals that currently, 20- * T qq/ c \.a% . ;ﬁw
22 million homes in India have l%% A, W7 7 20-22 -
internet-enabled  connected al if $2TE He BrideE é‘sr‘ (i)
televisions (CTVs). Brands will Z1aiE 9 g fee =9 @l 2023
likely increase their CTV T 86 ffemd = T dg@? 2027 d&
advertising spending from $86 305 PR ST &7 29 |
million in 2023 to $395 million by
007 . thgﬁﬁﬁ ;Erﬁ ‘3;;:@ % 5 2025 d%
& PWC estimates that by 2025, the FriFes Hie e 40-50 FifeE
number of connected smart televisions will reach o T EEE S T |
~40-50 million. & I NI W E AW Al A B 80% i,
& 30% of the content viewed on these screenswill be fie 3T 2 9=t 21 39 a9l & fore fag =a J
gaming, social media, short video, and content items i A, dige Sifgan, 8 fitar i amEh
produced exclusively for thisaudience by television, g E |
print and radio brands. . s B S = 'y
able blog in USA, Tech Jury, claimed that |+ oo a ot r 1 AR 6T : i& ;
¢ Ac 9 _Tecn aury, @ R B o H, 99§ 32 RfEW O @
currently, China has 342 million paying Cable TV N ¥ @i ¥ AR P
subscribers and India has 112 million Cable TV el e W n2
paying subscribers. &l YT & aTl e ¢ |
COMMENT fecqufy
¢ As TRAI does not release much data on the MSO/ o g zE ,\,wqqﬁ,/quﬁ, JAT & HT 9T AT
LMO market size, the estimate of 112 million Cable .\ . B S
TV customers by Tech Jury, at best, is a rough sa1 :’ﬁ ? éa;::p") AR "% o
guestimate. 2Tl TEHT T ST, FTH 3T T T2l S & |
& Arecent articlein the Mint was not very confident | & fie 7 ZI@er @ U@ @ 4 qrafis 26T faaeor difzar &
of the future sustained growth of Legacy TV Wi & a7 e & ar i agd sreard J@t o7 |
distribution media. P 5 h 1
¢ TheTRAI datafor the June 22 quarter showseven a ¢ 722 @ #a} ferg 7 ézé 7
fall in DTH subscribers by nearly 2 million. T 2 fifera @1 e e &
& Thiswriter estimatesthe Cable Subscriber baseto | ® 3§ @&® & A & [ %o qaBIsa SET
be between 70-75 million subscribers. 70-75 Fifera geasza} @ &ia &
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So, where have the customers gone? Cord-cutting
dueto increased watching of OTT and Free Dish is
happening faster than the Industry wants to accept.
This cord-cutting is happening despite normal
working conditions being restored post-Lockdown
when people are no longer home-bound.

A December 2022 report by Ormax claimsa 20 per
centincreasein OTT viewing, with the user base for
OTT in the country now pegged at 42.38 crores
(423.8 million).

The report states that paid OTT usersin India are
now at 11.9 crores. Most of theincreaseisfrom Tier
2 towns.

Another elephant in the roomisthe immense growth
of Free Dish, run by Doordarshan. This writer
estimates its size at 45 to 50 million, with great
scope for urban India growth.

Free Dish has 79 private TV channels, 37
Doordarshan Channels and 51 educational
channels, making for a complete package even for
urban and metro viewers.

The Broadcast Audience Research Council
(BARC) has not released viewership data since
2020. While this may suit some Broadcasters, such
a denial of vital data is not in the public or
advertiser industry interest.

As Prasar Bharati is also a member of BARC, this
writer marvels at the silence of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.

So, what does the future hold? Perhaps the answer
lies in the Kantar 2023 forecast, which speaks of
new viewing forms that have diversified into an
intricate 'AV ecosystem'.'

This writer never tires of reminding the Cable TV
distribution media that they need to awaken to the
new reality and swiftly diversify from single video
delivery service to providing a host of multi-media
services based on a solid and stable high-speed
internet delivery platform.

One point for the Cable I ndustry to keepin mindis
that in 2022, the TV penetration level stands at
approximately around 70%. | ts penetration stands
at 87%in urban and 61% in rural households. This
should energise the industry to awaken, arise and
grab the balance universe.

ar e el T LA ST PSS @l adl Al I
& B HIZ BT Aol 7 & B & [ FERT =l
T qEAT & | T8 FIS HT a9 & B & T AT
FFHH TRl BT THEIET & d18 &I a1 A
78T &, 79 1T 379 T 4 a5 7 8 |

Raay 22 #1 i @1 G 4 arar far 7 &
SR & ¥ 20 SR #1 g 5F 3 &9 7 e
# forg sudiFar amer o9 42.38 FUS (423.8
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&l

TTF% GEA AR AR FAHT HT JO T A 7
ar i /1 & 79/E 37 AR 2028 & YA 4
fife &, & az & 79 w4 @ AT #AT & A 0%
Ffea et yRRefa@t @ 7 fafarerargr 2

TE H A el [T HifSAr Fl 98 qrE o §
B FET 9T [ 3% T4T AALEAT H T AT 21T
A o7 &1 @iz 3erie Rt wewr 9T srEid
o2t AT FAT3T B AATH GEH B % forg T
T T ar & At 3 fAfrerar @ @t Sasawar
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&S JEIT Ft A F @A aret g9 98 &
2022 ¥ &t g3 X TTHT 70% & | TE
goHl 4 sa@l 95T 87% SR TFAT T 7 61%
2139 &I @ ST, IS ST Aglerd gwIS
#l 8397 % foQ aled &wr AT
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B.

LIVE SPORTS -GAMECHANGER
FOR 2023

An earlier column had discussed key findings of the
recent CI1-K PM G report titled Sports Broadcasting-
A Match Made In Heaven. Some key observations
bear repetition and offer succour to both legacy TV
and streaming networksin India-

The number of TV householdsin Indiais expected to
reach approximately 250 million by 2026, up from
210 million in 2020.

During thefirst nine months of 2022, content related
to Sports was consumed by
approximately 722 million
viewers.

The Indian Premier
League continues to be the
biggest impact property on

Indian Television,
reaching 400 million and
cutting across

demographics.

The successes of Indian
athletes on prestigious
international platforms
also drive the growth of India as a sporting nation.

The growth trajectory in India is expected to
continue with the increasing penetration of TV
across NCCS AB demographics and the growing
interest in sports.

The reach of premium sporting properties is
significantly higher than that of premium GEC
properties. | PL 2022 had an overall reach of 400
million which is 80 per cent higher than the
combined reach of KBC, Bigg Boss, The Kapil
Sharma Show, Khatron Ke Khiladi and Shark
Tank.

The TV sports market was estimated at INR 7,050
crore in FY21, and the same is expected to reach
INR9,830croreinFY 26, growing at a steady CAGR
of 7 per cent.

The digital revenue for sports is estimated to grow
fromINR 1,540 crorein FY21toINR 4,360 crorein
FY26, at a CAGR of 22 per cent.

The sameislikely to be driven by organic growth in
the number of OTT viewersin India, as well as an

.

*

WIEd WeH 2023 & folg AW doR R |
Te & Udh Bl § WISH FiSHReT-U-HT 45 &7
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& foTT FETal UeM &7 a-

g & At 9RaRY @ A=A 2026 TF TTHT 250
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2022 % YEH T FEHl @ G, T qared aren &
T 722 MferdT sl 7 37T |
& g difae o e
Sefifae 97 7ad gurEer qafr
g+ g3 8, AT 400 MferaT 7%
Tgq T & ST 74 T 7
&Il &7 T 2|

o gfafeeq SarediT wewEr a7
YA TTdlZ & T%adard 9T U
T T & B F G B AT B
gRd &7r &

gIHiiTE get FaEiEsr 4 6 dF agdr e T
el § qedl B & A YA § fd@r @ At arr e
P 3T & |

T @ SE E | SEeT 2022 #1 FT 95T
400 fferaw o, & f& @El, a7 qrq, s
st i, gad @ Reerst o7 s & @ A
75T 7 80 Gl Hfw F |

fraad 21 % 2t @ R @1 A 7050 FT
wUg o, 37 fory avf 26 § 37% 9830 HUT TG
7% TEad @ THIE B, A 7 GO9I T o7 digetten
qgag wEel

Tl & fog fRfsred o s 2011 7 1540
HUS &Y 7 gg#7 faaad 2026 7 22% Hiwsiam
T 4360 FIT ®GF ZH F HAFAH Z |

77 YA 4 ST @l @ AEr 7 dAfaw ghe % arer-
A FET T 37 T glaer 7 S w7 Tl w79 §
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increase in consumption of sports on OTT, fueled by
the convenience of anywhere viewing.

Renowned MediaAnayst Mr Ashish Pherwani, India
leader for M/E for E/Y, has been quoted in Rest of the
World.org assaying that "sportsstreamingisentirely
a subscription play. A sports fan will pay to watch
his favourite sport."

The article further points out that regional
streaming servicesin Indonesia/Japan and India
have spent large sums to acquire streaming rights
for international tournaments with mass appeal.
These have had start-up problemslike Jio Cinema
faced in the recent World Cup Football in Qatar,
but sports are here to stay.

Thearticlerefersto Viacom 18 getting the very costly
2023-2028 IPL digital rights, which it will use
to bundle along with data plans, according to
Mr Pherwani.

The TV broadcasters are well aware of the pull of
sports, and Disney Star has managed to retain the
IPL TV rightstill 2028. Zee has come back to sports
coverage with exclusive mediarightsfor Emirates
UAE T 20 League matches to be live telecast in
Zee's linear channel in three languages and live
streamed on Zee 5. Sony, too has obtained foreign
TV cricket rightslike English cricket till 2028, Lanka
Premiere League and other countries.

COMMENT

& Looking to the importance of sports in customer

retention, while Broadcasters will continue to
compete for future rights, the Cable I ndustry can
also create sports packages like "I PL Special
Deal" to maximise customer revenue and link up
with specific Broadcasters with the rights for
marketing initiatives.

The Cable Industry can cover local cricket
tournaments, which are immensely popular in
citieslike Mumbai, as a measure of earning local
advertising and as a customer retention measure.

The Cable Industry needs to watch out for so-
called John Doe orders issued by High Courts
on request from Broadcasters to protect their
legitimate rights and ensure no piracy happens
anywhere in the network, even at the sub-
operator level.

A Witz favaue o sy G, § /a5
%W@/ﬁ%ﬁl‘qw%ﬁﬁ, Eh;fRestofthe
World.org ¥ 35d &% 8¢ ™l T ¢ & ‘mied
T G T8 7 U% B W & | UF BT GIa%
Y GHEIET BT B 3 @ forg YA ]

T AN gar {6 SmiEr/Aum R ARa |
SAT T Aae T 92 YEH WU & ATy
AT AW & og W AT 2l & &
T a1 T T @1 2 |@al § ewel § fea &g
Geata 4 R R S =e-aw & W @ wne
B AT HIAT 2T, olioh 2t T&7 T84 & (ol & |
W H ArIBIF 18 H Ggd WETUl 2023-2028
amsgee 2fited sfuer o &1 & e § e
SHIM &1 BEMl & FIAT 227 A &A1Y g2
T & fog fopam S |

feiiet 2028 9% SMEdTw A sfu@ml @i
T T | WA T2l © | S SR gus G120 @
@i & foro fagg Aifzar SR & WY A dad I
T T AT E, T AN B AT I § AN A §
@Ed A fhar S A S 5 W R =M fhar
S A T 9T 2028 Tw SRAST fohdhe, Wbl fhhe
T 3T 391 S fae el 2t fohehe tferemm ure fopd ¥ |

feuqufy
o RS B T 5 § G & Ted Bl A 5T, FAdld

TARE A % AR % forg gfamEt & anr
THT Gatl & BRI & A1 [&fere gmasi & g
=T & forg ‘STEdIeT Tt FEAr S meH Y
ot g e 2 |

51 gaE A & I [T BT & 3 & B
7 3T el B 9 AT AISH 757 @ 39 % B4
33T THIT & |

AT TEIT B 397 I BT BT 78T & [T gl
& P 97 3= ARl ERT AR 4 T T
S 3 S 97 77 71 BT G 98 FHfoad &
&1 @ SU-7arad &7 U I d2q@ 7 el 9 gt 7
&l
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C.

NEW PLATFORM REGULATIONS
Utilising powers under Rule 6(6) of the Cable

Television Networks Rules, 1994, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting issued the guidelines in
respect of 'Platform Services' provided by MSOs on
30.11.2022.

The salient features are:

The total number of permitted PS channels per
operator isto be capped at 5% of the total channel
carriage capacity.

To cater to the local
language and culture of
the subscribers, this cap
on PS channels shall be
computed at the State/
Union Territory level. Also,
two PS channels shall be
permitted at the level of
each District to cater to the
need for local content at
the District level.

The Content of the PS is to be exclusive to the
platform and is not to be shared directly or
indirectly with any other Distribution Platform
Operator.

However, sharing of live feeds fromreligious places
like Temples, Gurdwaras etc., shall be permitted.

Only entities registered as Companies are allowed
to provide local news and current affairs. MSOs
not registered as "company" and desirous of
providing local news and current affairs are
mandatorily required to apply within three
months with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs for
conversion into "company".

All PS channels to carry a caption as 'Platform
Services to distinguish them from the registered
TV channels.

MSOs offering PSto retain therecording of all PS
channel programs for 90 days.

Any content-related complaint shall be examined
by the Authorised Officer prescribed under the
CTN Act, 1995, and the State/ District Monitoring
Committee.

Simpleonlineregistration processfor PSchannels
by MSOs at nominal fees of Rs 1,000 per PS

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

@, T wewd fafaw

B TIfere Acaa Fraw 1994 & Fraw 6

(6) & T=a arferTall @1 TUATT HT §T GEAT AR gERY
I 7 30.11.2022 @ UHUHSN ZT YaM &l oA
AT IR FAT @ A § o er AT R |

et T %

o Ul 39T AT UIGH 96l B BT FET Bl FA A9

PR emar & 5% 97 Y fabar AT E |

o TEE B T W S A # T A @

qIeT ATl 97 3 HE @l TOAT
T /T A AT AT GT B
AR | 71 &, AT a7 e
AT I SASAHA B G HA B
fera gees forer 77 97 &r dres gl
@ STl & SR |

& U7 F A d9T ©THH &
fera & 37 5% geger ar srgeqe w9 4
fa it = feraTor wiewd At &
AT qrIET TE fpar AT 2

AT & BT ST EFT |

BT HAAT & B T GAIGd T H & &HIT
AR ST #E A6IH Tz FT F YA
&Pl | QIO S ‘@A & w9 qoAigd qE & ST
T TR 7 FZ AHTH 9w & $9E F
3% ‘B H gga & forg BT Al @ TATTT &
qT JF FE & I AT w7 AEET BT
& |

AT 91QH Il H ToI%d 21T AT F ST B &
oo ‘wiewrd afefdsr’ & =7 § Fw &9 &
90 [T % forg 74ft diuq et FdHA @ RS B
I @ P o7 THUHST # 9T B GBI BT
& |

fedt ot gt gt e a1 ara QT
sffam, 1995 # F&q fuiRa giftiga siferar
3T o /v AR afifa 2rT @0 S
THEHSAT ZRT 9IOF a6l % 1T 1000 E9& 9fT 90T
AT & A % 97 GXA SAAATZT GoAIBIOT
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channel. The online registration portal for this
purposeisunder preparation and shall be notified
shortly.

MSOs have been granted 12 months to comply
with the guidelines issued on November 30
2022.

COMMENT

*

These new Rules were widely expected,
considering they were made applicable to DTH
Networks in September 2022. A long 12-month
period has been given to the Industry to conform
to the new rules.

The only surprising sub-rule is that platform
channels offering news, and current affairs will
be confined to companies registered under the
Companies Act 2013.

This directive will force all non-corporate MSOs
to corporatize, which is not an unwelcome
development. Only this writer feels that
compliance hassles of corporatisation are quite
onerous despite all efforts to achieve ease of
business. The MIB could consider allowing
Limited Liability Partner ships (LLP)swhich have
simpler corporate governance norms.

The MSOs will have to set up internal content
review panelsin view of specific powers given by
the new regulations to the Authorised Officer/
State/District Level Monitoring Committees.

Aregrettablefeatureisa ban on sharing platform
content that seems unwarranted and goes
beyond the rule-making powers of MIB in this
writer's careful and considered view under the
Cable Act. m

gfar |39 3293 & [eTq STAIET GAI®To qrdel
darT far @ @ & i ofra & afergfaa faar
AT |

THUHST B 30 TAGT 2022 FI ANT feIm ([T BT
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& 37 7T [ @ @mE w7 IEE o, #ih 57

frdar 2022 SEmqg dea% G v AT T AT T
feri & S/ET FEINT B 12 FEI @ el sEfe & T
gl

UHHE AToadAqdE IHTH T8 & b qHE 37
THAME AHAT BT TIBIT BT AT TAZHH AT
B! AT 2013 & TET TAIGd HIHAT A% F
#iHe &7 |

7z [T 74T T—Praie THUHST B BTGNS T B
@g% & T & [ 9T BT A a9 & T
YITHl % ATaTE BITIREIHTTT BT AT HaeT G271
BTG BT & | GTATEET HIfe &ar griier’ (Tagadr)
P STFAIT & 7 [T BT Jdl & [7 3T BITARE
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59 F & AFEGH AR JEART FfeediT 7 GHaEer
@I (g9 g @1 JfFar T 97 E |,
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GOVT GIVES BOOST
TO BROADCAST
INFRASTRUCTURE

Govt has given a major boost for Public

Service Broadcasting: and improving the

Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network

Development (BIND)' with an outlay of
Rs.2,539.61 crore up to 2025-26.

8 lakh DD Free Dish DTH Set Top Boxes
(DTBs) to be distributed to people

living in remote & tribal areas.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs approved the
proposal of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
regarding Central Sector Scheme
“Broadcasting Infrastructure and
Network Development” (BIND) at a
cost of Rs. 2,539.61 crore for
infrastructure development of
Prasar Bharati i.e. All India Radio
(AIR) and Doordarshan (DD).
The “Broadcasting Infrastructure
and Network Development”
scheme of the Ministry is
the vehicle for
providing financial
support to Prasar Bharati
for expenses related to
expansion and
upgradation of
its broadcasting
infrastructure, content
development and civil
work related to the
organization.

Prasar Bharati, as
the public broadcaster of

the country, isthe most important vehicle of information,
education, entertainment and engagement for the people
especially in the remote areas of the country through
Doordarshan and All India Radio. Prasar Bharati played

ALL INDIA RADIO

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
Government of India

R e 6

India's Public Service Broadcaster ooomoarswan

WHR 7 JHRUT SR
GUEAT Bl ol for
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a stellar role in communicating public health messages
and awareness to the public during the covid pandemic.

The BIND scheme will enable the public
broadcaster to undertake a major upgradation of its
facilities with better infrastructure which will widen its
reach, including in the LWE, border and strategic areas
and provide high quality content to the viewers. Another
major priority area of the scheme is the development of
high-quality content for both domestic and international
audience and ensuring availability of diverse content to
the viewers by upgradation of capacity of DTH platform
to accommodate more channels. Purchase of OB vans
and digital upgradation of DD and AIR Studios to make
them HD ready will be also be done as part of the project.

At present, Doordarshan
operates 36 TV channelsincluding 28
regional channelsand All India Radio
operates more than 500 broadcasting
centres. The Scheme will increase
coverage of AIR FM transmittersin the
country to 66% by geographical area J
and 80% by population up from 59%
and 68% respectively. The Scheme also
envisages free distribution of over 8
lakh DD Free Dish STBs to people
living in remote, tribal, LWE and border
areas.

6

In addition to enhancing the scope of public
broadcasting, the Project for modernization and
augmentation of broadcast infrastructure also has the
potential to generate indirect employment by way of
manufacturing and services related to supply and
installation of broadcast equipment. Content generation
and content innovation for AIR & DD has the potential
of indirect employment of personswith varied experience
of different mediafieldsin the content production sector
including TV/Radio production, transmission and
associated media related services. Further, the project
for expansion of the reach of DD Free Dish is expected to
generate employment opportunitiesin the manufacturing
of the DD Free Dish DTH Boxes.

Government of Indiareiteratesits commitment to
the development, modernization and strengthening of
Doordarshan and Akashvani (Prasar Bharati)
infrastructure and services, which is a continuous
process. B

T & AL ST IS @l SIS S § AW SRR S
YT TS, AT AR TOEIGE @E] Aed F9 dgd dl
AT Rl B TeT YOI ATl AU S &l S 3H
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BROADCAST
CHANNELS PRICE
WAR

The television channels are all pleased with
the NTO 2.0 and are set to unleash the next
phase of price war.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
on 3rdMarch, 2017 notified the new regulatory framework
to ensure orderly growth of the Broadcasting and Cable TV
Sector after aconsultation processthat lasted for more than
one and a half year. This was necessitated by the complete
digitization of Cable TV networksin India. Theframework
comprised of following Tariff Order and Regulations:

i. The Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable)

Services (Eighth) .
(Addressable Systems) VW’
Tariff Order, 2017 (Taiff VWV
Order 2017); TR Al

ii. The Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017
(Interconnection Regulations, 2017);

iii. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Standards of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems)
Regulations, 2017(QoS Regulations, 2017).

Hereinafter, the above two Regulations & the Tariff
order arecollectively referred to as‘ the Framework.’

However, the framework could not be implemented
as per the proposed timelines dueto legal challenges. After
passing legal scrutiny in Hon’ble High Court Madras and
Hon’ ble Supreme Court, ‘the framework’ came into effect
from 29th December 2018. Collectively the three
determinations completely overhauled the regulatory
framework for the Sector. Given the size and structure of the
Sector and the changesthat ‘ theframework’ entailed, it was
imminent that there could be some transient issues.

TRAI carried out aconsumer survey during July and
August 2019 through an agency. The survey results

LIRS B
T I

Y AT ST TIIAT 2.0 7 T & 3T B
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Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

(15/1S0 9001-2008 Certified Organisation)
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Al 8 139 @Y & S 215 & B SUHal FAHTdeEd
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reflected some inadequacies resulting in issues for the
consumers. TRAI also received quite a few consumer
representati ons during thisperiod. ‘ the Framework’ changed
quite afew business processes. As aresult, many positives
emerged. Consumerscould exercisetheir choiceslike never
before. All the stakeholders in the television distribution
value chain were assured of their distinct revenue stream(s).
Thetrust-based audit regimethrough third party empaneled
auditors started functioning. These measures helped in
enabling orderly growth of the
sector. Yet, it was observed that
a few service providers were
making unfair use of theavailable
flexibility of theframework. The
Authority took up a consultative
exercise to address these issues.
After due consultationin the last
quarter of 2019, TRAI notified the
following amendments to the
Regulatory Framework 2017, on
1st January 2020:

A. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff
(Second Amendment) Order, 2017 (Tariff Amendment
Order 2020)

B. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems)
(Second Amendment) Regulations, 2017
(Interconnection Amendment Regul ations, 2020)

C. The Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Standards of Quality of Service and
Consumer Protection (Addressable Systems) (Third
Amendment) Regulations, 2017(QoS Amendment
Regulations, 2020)

Hereinafter, the above amendments are collectively
referred to as‘ the amended Framework 2020

1 9T g 1T WS A ENl FB ATAIIS GfmaAra
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Important amendments as per ‘the amended
Framework 2020’ areasfollows:

a) Increasein number of SD channelsfrom 100to0 200in
the NCF of maximum Rs. 130/- per month.)

b) Morethan 200 SD channelsin the NCF of maximum
Rs. 160/- per month.

¢) NCFfor2nd TV connection and onwardsin multi TV
homes not more than 40% of declared NCF per
additional TV.

d) Subscriberscan choose adifferent set of channelsfor
each TV connectioninamulti TV home

€) Broadcasters freedomtofix the priceof their channels
continued

f)  Reduction of ceiling price on MRP of pay channels
for inclusion in bouquet from Rs. 19/- to Rs. 12/-.

g) Reasonable restrictions on number of bouquets
offered by broadcasters - Number of bouquets of pay
channels not to be more than number of pay channels
offered by a broadcaster.

h) MRP of achannel should not be more than the MRP
of any bouquet containing that channel in order to
bring further reasonabl enessin the bouquet formation
and pricing.

i) Flexibility to DPOs to declare different NCFs for
different geographical regions/areas within their
service areas

j) DPOsmay offer discounts on NCF and DRP on long
term subscriptions of duration of 6 months and
above.

k) Reduced amount of carriage fee - 20 paise per
subscriber per month for SD channels with a cap of
Rs. 4 lakh per month payable by a broadcaster to a
DPO in a month for carrying a channel in the
country.

Some stakeholders challenged the amendments
framework 2020. Provisionsrelated to Network Capacity Fee
(NCF), multi-TV homes and long-term subscriptions were
challenged by All IndiaDigital Cable Federation (AIDCF)
and othersin the High Court of Kerala. Provisions related
to cap on MRP of a channel to be part of a bouquet,
relationship between a-la-carte channels and bouquet
pricing etc. were challenged by the Indian Broadcasting &
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Digital Foundations (IBDF) and othersinthe High Court of
Bombay.

After interim orders of the Hon' ble High Court of
Kerala, the provisions related to Network Capacity Fee
(NCF), multi-TV homes and long-term subscriptions
contained in ‘the amended Framework 2020° have been
implemented. The consumers are availing due benefits of
these amendments. Every consumer now gets 228 TV
channelsinstead of 100 channelsearlier, inamaximum NCF
of Rs. 130/-. Thisresulted in areduction of consumers' NCF
for availing asimilar number of channels by estimated Rs.
40/- to Rs. 50/. In addition,
the amendment in NCF for
multi-TV homes has enabled
further savings to the tune
of 60% on second (and more)
television sets.

Asmentioned in para
5 some broadcasters and
other stakeholders
challenged ‘the amended
Framework 2020’ in the
Hon'ble High Court of
Bombay vide Writ Petition
(L) No. 116 of 2020 and other connected matterstherewith.

Hon'’ ble High Court of Bombay, videits Judgement
dated 30th June 2021 upheld the validity of New Regulatory
Framework 2020 except for the condition of the averagetest
provided in the third proviso to sub-clause (3) of clause 3
of the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services (Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff (Second
Amendment) Order, 2020 (herein after referred as Tariff
Amendment Order 2020).

The petitioners in the said case at High Court of
Bombay filed Special Leave Petitions (SLPs) intheHon' ble
Supreme Court of India, challenging the judgement dated
30th June 2021. Nointerim relief wasgranted by theHon' ble
Supreme Court. On 15th February 2022, the petitioners
submitted an affidavit in Hon’ble Supreme Court for
withdrawal of SLPs. Hon’ ble Supreme court was pleased to
grant permission for the withdrawal of the SLP and passed
the following order on the same day:

“The Special Leave Petitions are dismissed as
withdrawn. All questions of law open are kept open.”

Meanwhile, considering that no interim relief was
granted by Hon'ble Supreme Court on the judgement of
Hon' ble Bombay Court, the Authority issued aletter dated
12th October 2021 (Annexure I11) to all the broadcasters
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seeking compliance with the provisions of New Regulatory
Framework 2020 as upheld by Hon' ble Court of Bombay,
within 10 days. Consequently, most of the broadcasters
submitted their Reference Interconnect Offer (R1Os) to TRAI
in compliance with ‘the amended Framework 2020'. As per
extent provisions, these RIOs were also published on their
websitesin November 2021.

New tariffs announced by the major broadcasters
reflected a common trend. The prices of their most
popular channels,
including the sports
channels, were increased
beyond Rs. 19/- per
month. In compliance
with the extant
provisions, all such
channels that are priced
higher than Rs. 12/- (per
month) have been kept
out of bouquet.
Accordingly, all the
channels with maximum
retails price above Rs. 12/
- have been offered only
on a-la-carte basis. The
revised RIOs indicated
wide-scale changes in
composition of aimost all
the bouquets being
offered.

As soon as the new »
RIOs were announced, '
TRAI started receiving
representations from Distribution Platform Operators
(DPOs), Associations of Local Cable Operators(LCOs) and
Consumer Organizations. In General, the representations
reflected that the new RIOs would entail hardships on
distribution ecosystem, as service offerings for every
consumer will require obtaining of new choices. Consumer
organizations also raised the issue of impending rise in
monthly bills. DPOsalso highlighted difficultieslikely to be
faced by them inimplementing new ratesintheir IT systems
and migrating the consumersin bulk to the new tariff regime.

On the basis of the representations, TRAI
extended the timelinesfor implementation and al so started
engaging with the stakeholdersfor facilitating the smooth
implementation of the pending provisions of ‘the
amended Framework 2020’ . It wasimpressed upon all the
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stakeholders that the migration to the amended
Framework 2020 should not cause disruption of service
to the consumers.

Through various representations and during the
discussions of different associations (including LCO
groups) held with TRAI, stakehol dersrai sed variousissues,
inter-alia, asbelow:

< Every Distributor of the television channel would
requireto make major changesintheir service offerings
to align with new RIOs declared by broadcasters.

«» Due to changes in composition of bouquets, almost
every consumer would need to submit new choicesto
the distributor concerned through LCO¢/ directly.

< The way new tariffs are structured, implementation
entailswide scal e changesin service configuration of
the IT Systems by distributors.

«» Thetransition would entail huge effort on the part of
Local Cable Operators and consumers as well as on
IT systems.

The stakeholders requested TRAI to take
appropriate steps and ensure that consumers do not face
hardships due to impending changes, including rise in
monthly bills, caused by revised RIOs. In general, there
wasaview that TRAI may consider appropriate consultation
to review certain provisions that are necessary for smooth
implementation and consumers convenience.

To deliberate on the issues related to pending
implementation of New Regulatory Framework 2020 and
suggest away forward, acommittee consisting of members
from Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation (IBDF), All
IndiaDigital Cable Federation (AIDCF) & DTH Association
was constituted under the aegis of TRAI (Annexure 1V).
The broad terms of reference of the Committee were as
below:

1 Tolook intothe processof smooth implementation of
New Regulatory Framework 2020 keeping in view
consumers conveniencein exercising informed choices
and suggest measures thereof (if any).

2. Toidentify issues of concern and suggest measures
for overall growth of the broadcasting sector.

The purpose of the committee was to provide a
platform and facilitate discussions among various
stakeholders to come out on a common agreed path for
smooth implementation of Tariff Amendment Order 2020.
Stakeholders were advised to come up with an
implementation plan with minimum disruptions or hassles
to the consumers.
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The committee held discussions on 23rd December

2021. Stakeholderslisted thefollowingissueswhich, intheir
opinion, required review:

a The proposed tariffs by broadcasters through their

RIOssubmitted in complianceto NTO 2.0 Tariff Orders
would cause a significant increase in the tariffs to
consumers. The consumer pricerise, if any, isrequired
to belimited to areasonable limit.

The proposed RIOs by Broadcasters may cause
significant changes in the packages, especialy due
to keeping popular channelsat higher a-la-carte prices,
not being part of bouquets. Thisenjoins DPO to make
very large number of plans and package offerings.
Therefore, the DPOsrequire support from broadcasters
so that they do not have to make large number of
plans/ bouquets.

Considering the facts mentioned above, there is a
need to simplify the process of exercising choices
by consumers so that no channel should be
provided to consumers without explicit consent.
Consumers should have the facility to remove any
channel.

The same product (television Channel) should be
offered at the same price whether on Linear Television,
Free Dish or Subscription based Video on Demand.

Stakeholders suggested that more than two years have
passed since NTO 2.0 amendments and more than
three years have passed with NTO 1.0
implementations, since then, there is no change in
prices of bouquet or a-la- carte channels. This has
kept industry under stress in terms of providing
quality products to the end consumers. As such
restoring the MRP ceiling for bouquet inclusion to
unamended tariff order level of Rs. Nineteen (19/-)
would be appropriate.

The above provision shall also help in maintaining
bouquet structure by ensuring al popular channels
arewithin ceiling limits of bouquet. Additionally, this
will also create bare minimum hasslesto consumersin
exercising their choices under new tariffs, as most of
thetariffsmay continuein their current form.

Allowing additional fifteen (15%) percent incentive
to DPOs for bouquets as well, as has been provided
for a-la-carte channel (It was pointed by the chair that
the said provision pertains to Interconnection
regulations and is not part of Tariff Order).
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h. The second twin condition may be reviewed to
enhance the discount on sum of MRP of a-la-carte of
pay channels forming part of the bouquet to fifty
percent. This will enable the broadcasters to cross-
subsidize the packages.

i. Revisionintheceiling of Network Capacity Fee (NCF)
of Rs130/-.

j.  Incaseof multi-TV homes, broadcasters should also
offer MRP of their channels for each additional TV
connection, beyond the first TV connection, @ 40%
of the MRP declared for thefirst TV connection. This
will help consumers in saving cost of subscribing to
pay channels on multiple televisions.

k. Review of ceiling of fifteen percent (15%) on discount
onsum of a-la- carte channels of MRP of that bouquet
availablefor DPOs.

|.  Stakeholders suggested that TRAI should take
immediate corrective measures and implement revised
tariff by 1st April 2022. All DPOs present insisted that
to properly implement new tariffs they will require
sufficient time as prescribed.

The Stakeholders' Committee, however, reguested
TRAI toimmediately addresscritical issues so that minimum
hardship is caused to the consumers in implementation of
Tariff Amendment Order 2020. Stakeholdersalso listed other
issues for subsequent consideration by TRAI. All the
members of the stakeholders' committee observed that
urgent action is required to manage a smooth transition
and to avoid inconvenience to consumers.

In order to address the issues as identified by the
stakeholders' committee; TRAI issued the consultation paper
on ‘Issues related to New Regulatory Framework for
Broadcasting and Cable services on 7th May 2022 for seeking
stakeholders' commentson points/ issueswhich are pending
for implementation of ‘the amended Framework 2020'.
Commentsand counter commentsreceived from stakeholders
were placed on TRAI's website. This was followed by an
open house discussionin New Delhi on 8th September 2022.

The following issues were placed for consultation:

A. Celingon MRPof TV Channels

B. Condition(s) for inclusion of atelevision channel ina
bouquet

C. Discount structure on Bouquet pricing

D. Additional discount offered by broadcasters to
DPOsH
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ESTABLISHING
DATA CENTERS

New Age Tech Arena for the Scat Domain

A. DATA CENTERS

The Authority recommends that as part of Data
Centre Incentivization Scheme (DCIS), the Government
of India should define certain fiscal and non-fiscal
incentives for the sector that should be made applicable
across all stateswhileleaving the flexibility to the states
to announce further fiscal and non-fiscal incentives
through their policies. Accordingly, Government should
spell out two lists of incentives for Data Centre and DC
Park operators. The list of the Central Government will
contain Centre specific incentives. The
other should be in the form of guidelines
for the States for adoption by them.

The Authority recommends that
guidelines for States DCIS should enlist
inclusion of Data Centres as an essential
service under respective Essential
Services Maintenance Acts of the states
as one of the items. For incorporating in
DCISguidelinesfor States, the Authority
also recommendsinclusion of DCsinthe
list of exemptionsfrom inspections under
provisions of the Factories Act, 1948,
Shops and Commercial Establishment Acts, other labor
laws, and laws on wages.

TheAuthority recommends atwo-prong approach —
A) As part of these recommendations, the Authority
recommends operationalizing aData Centre specific portal
on National Single Window System (NSWS) for various
time-bound single window clearances.

The portal should alsolist out al policy initiatives
and benefits offered by individual states for DC sector.
States should be enabled to upload and update the
benefits offered as per their policies on this portal. A
comparative statement of such benefitsand the time taken
for issuing clearances on the portal should be displayed
to sensitize the states and infuse competitive spirits
amongst them.

The Data Centre specific portal on National Single
Window System (NSWS), as recommended by Authority
above, must further have provisions for —

% Online registration of new DCS/DC Park operators
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without any obligation or registration fees. Thiswill
be purely for statistical and record purposes.

«» Facility to upload all policy initiatives and benefits
offered by individual statesfor DC sector.

«» Displaying acomparative statement of such benefits
and thetimetaken for issuing clearances on the portal.

The portal should also be used for accessing specific
aspectsrelated to Centre-state coordination including issue
of notifications, announcement of schemes & benefits,
frequently asked questions, facility to interact and respond
to queries of potentia investors, and grievance redressal
of existing and prospective DC/DC Park operators.

TheAuthority recommendsthat anational level DCRI
(Data Center Readiness Index) framework beimplemented
by Central Government to rank Indian states as per their
policy and regulatory environment
to promote the DC sector. The Data
Centre Industry Council (DCIC) v.
proposed to be formed under v
MeitY’sdraft DC policy, should be
entrusted with thework of finalizing TRAI
the parameters, their weightages,
and methodol ogy for giving marks against each parameter.
However, an indicative list of parameters and their
weightages for ranking the states is suggested below:

TheAuthority recommendsthat all the permissions/
clearances required by Centre/States/UTs to build and
operationalize a Data Centre should be listed on National
Single Window System (NSWS) and such permissions/
clearances should be given through this portal within
prescribed timelines. The various permissions should be
categorized as most critical, critical, and non-critical
categories. It isrecommended that al such permissionsthat
fall under the non-critical category be deemed to have been
granted after the prescribed timelines elapse. The Authority
further recommendsthat NSWS portal should beinteractive
in nature, with provision to use new technologies like
Artificia Intelligence, Machine learning etc. to facilitate
active interaction (including FAQs) between stakeholders
and states with provisions to raise queries/grievances and
seek responses/resolutions etc.

The Authority recommends that the Central
Government should prepare guidelines listing out the
incentivesfor the Data Centres and DC Parksfor the states
that have scanty DC footprints, in line with other advanced
states. The scheme should, inter-alia, offer incentives in
form of land, capital subsidy and Interest subsidy. In such
ascheme, whiletheland may be offered by respective states,

Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India
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EBER

17

PARAMETER

STATUTORY CLEARANCE & EODB (35%)

States giving separate category/ recognition to DC/DC Parks building
infrastructure vis-a-viscommercial office buildings or mallswithin the
state in the building byelaws of the state.

Performance of statesto grant permissions for establishing DC/DC Parks
on centralized online portal within specified timeline

States categorizing DC/DC Parksfor exemption from inspections under
provisions of various Acts/Laws related to factories,
Shops and Commercial establishment, and Labour & Wages

States categorizing DC/DC Parks as ‘ Essential Services' in respective Acts

Availahility of Free ROW permission for laying OFC for connecting
DC/DC Parks

Data Centre building normsincluded in building norms of State policy

FISCAL INCENTIVES(25%)
Variousfiscal incentives offered to DC/DC Parks
Whether Capital and interest subsidy offered to DCs and DC Parks
Whether Capital and interest subsidy or any other fiscal incentive
linked to Green Data Certification
INFRASTRUCTURE RELATED (15%)

Pre-provisioned availability of DC parkswith the requisiteinfrastructure
supply to host multiple DC OR Availability / identification of land for
DCs DC Parks

Whether available Land in DC Parks or otherwiseis being offered at
special rate

POWER RELATED (17%)
Separate lower/ Specia power tariff for DCY/DC Parks
Waiver of Electricity Duty for DC/ DC Park

Ab-initio availability of Power supply from dual power grid networksfor
DC/ DC parks

Permission to DC/DC Parksto consume Renewable Energy directly
from power producers via open access system, with no restrictions
and additional surcharge

Whether fixed demand charges on electricity have been waived off
WATER RELATED (8%)

Policy for making avail abl e redundant/alternate water supply to DC/DC Parks

Declare water supply to DCs and DC Parks as special purpose supply
and not subject to any interruption

Separate lower water chargesfor DC/DC Parks
TOTAL

SUGGESTED
WEIGHTAGE (%)

B R

100
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the expenses on other offered incentives including capital
and interest should have at least 75% contribution from
central government. The proliferation of digital
infrastructure in such states will not only help in boosting
economy but will also promote other linked industries in
these States.

The Authority recommends that it should be
mandatory for all existing and new DCs to register
themselves online onthe NSWS centralized portal . Thedata
in respect of ownership, capacities and the benefits availed
from the Government to establish the DC should be captured
on the portal. The registration of DCs should be without
any fee or any other obligation. The States should be asked
to ensure that all existing DCs availing any benefits from
States or even otherwise should register with NSWS
centralized portal. Any recurring or new permissions to
existing DCs must be processed only after verifying such a
registration.

TheAuthority recommendsthat the number of Data
Centre Economic Zones (DCEZ) that have been envisaged
in MeitY’s draft Data Centre Policy, needs to go beyond
four.

The Authority recommends that out of the list of
33 SEZs, one SEZ each from State of Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Haryana, UP, MP,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and Odisha, can be identified for
either converting them into DCEZs or for carving out
zones out of these SEZsfor establishing DCs/DC parks.
Further, in order to avoid the concentration of further
Data Centre Parks in already developed locations, those
States that are lagging in DCs, should be supported by
the Centre for setting up of a Data Centre Parks in such
states. For such States, the Center should prepare a
scheme for setting up DC Parks, either in line with other
states who have come up with Data Park Schemes or
independently. The scheme should, inter-alia, offer
incentives in form of land, capital subsidy and interest
subsidy. While the land is to be offered by respective
states, the expenses on other offered incentivesincluding
capital and interest subsidy should have at least 75%
contribution from central government.

TheAuthority recommendsthat following incentives
should be provided by Central Government for establishing
DC Parks(DCEZS)

(i) Time-bound singlewindow clearancefor Central and
State level approvals.

(i) Waiver of import restrictionson essential Data Centre
operational equipment.
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In addition to incentives rolled out by the Centre,
the Authority recommends that guidelines should beissued
for the Statesfor rolling out incentivesfor DC Parks (similar
to DCISguidelinesfor DCs). The decision onimplementing
these guidelines for rolling out incentives for DC Parks
should be l€eft to the States.

The following incentives can be included in the
guidelinesfor DC Parks:

(i) Deemed distribution licensee statusfor electricity for
DC Park developers

(i) Provision of Power and water at reduced rates
(ili) Waiver of Electricity Duty
(iv) Capital subsidy in buildings and infrastructure

(v) Reimbursement of stamp duty, conversion fee, transfer
duty and registration fee

(vi) Providing free Right of Way for Telecom Service/
Infrastructure Providersfor building telecom networks
toand within DC Parks

(vii) Time-bound single window clearancefor central and
state level approvals.

The Authority is of the view that
there is a need for different India-specific
building standards for construction of DCs
and recommends that Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) may be entrusted with
developing the standards in a fixed
timeframe. For this, BIS should carry out a
detailed consultation with the industry, -
inter-alia, covering following aspects of
building norms—

A. ForDCs
i.  Floorto Ceiling height
ii. LoadBearing capacity
iii. Floor SpaceIndex Norms

iv. Normsfor housing generators, Chillers/ Heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system,
and other associated utilities like batteries to
support DC load.

v.  Parking requirements

vi. Window requirement

vii. Boundary walls

viii. Mandatory rainwater harvesting and recycling

arrangementsto beincluded in DC building.

Bureau of Indian Standards
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ix. Water and diesel storage

X Entry routesfor Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) connectivity and High Tension
(HT) power lineswith redundancies

Xi. seismic standards

B. For DC Parks- Inaddition to some of the above points
that are also applicablefor DCs, covering thefollowing:

i.  Own sub-station
ii. CommonDGsfor multipleDCs

iii. Integration with nearest fire, police station &
hospitals

iv. Mandatory rainwater harvesting and recycling
arrangementsto beincluded in DC parks.

TheAuthority also recommendsthat till necessary
changes are done in National Building Code of India by
BIS, asaninterim measure, MeitY should collaborate with
approved Central Government organizations to create
broad criteria for Data Centre structures, easing
specialized construction and safety permits.

The Authority recommends that there is a
requirement of India specific standard-based certification
framework for the DCsand for the same, BIS be entrusted
with the task. In the meantime, till BIS comes up with
India-specific standards, the
Authority recommends that BIS may
ask DCsto follow any one or more of
the international standards like EN
50600.

The Authority recommends
that trusted source procurement
applicable for licensees under section
4 of IndiaTelegraph Act 1885, should
also be made applicable for DCsfor security
sensitive equipment.

The Authority recommends that
Telecommunication Engineering Centre
(TEC) and Standardisation Testing and
Quality Certification (STQC) Directorate
should jointly work to develop DC security
certification framework based on third party
Audits.

TheAuthority recommendsthat if DCs
have to establish captive fibre network, they should be
allowed to do so under existing licensing framework.

The Authority reiterates that Government should
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implement its recommendations on “Roadmap to
Promote Broadband Connectivity and Enhanced
Broadband speed” dated 31st August 2021 in totality
and on priority.

The Authority recommends that other coastal
states intending to promote setting up of Cable Landing
Stations (CLS) may consider incentives
and facilitations as has been done by
State of Gujarat in its IT/ITeS Policy
2022-27.

The Authority recommends that
Right of Way (RoW) charges for laying
and maintaining Optical fibre cables
(OFC) infrastructure to CLS may be
waived off for encouraging and
supporting the new CLS establishment
for submarine cables.

The Authority recommends that
DoT may take up with Ministry of Power
to look into the submissions made by stakeholders for
formulation of aDC conduciveyet simplified framework
for power to address the issues that have been flagged
in this section.

The Authority recommends that for the overall
development of green DCs in India, energy banking
provisions for DC/DC park operators who opt to
produce renewal energy for consumption for
DC/DC Parks should be extended on yearly
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concessional rates to DC/ DC park operators
for establishing solar power plants.

The Authority recommends that DG
sets at DC and DC Park sites should be
allowed to operate as backup power
infrastructure without any hindrance from
State Pollution Control Boards (SPCB) or
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
Since power outages for few hourswill require
huge quantity of diesel to run DGs for large
DCs, the Authority recommends that the diesel
storage regulation may be suitably revised to
cater for the requirement of DCs to operate
for a minimum back-up period for up to 48
hours.

Indian Green Building Council
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The Authority recommends that the Indian Green
Building Council (IGBC) along with Telecommunication
Engineering Centre (TEC) should be entrusted with task
of framing certification standards of green DCsin India.
Asfar aslinking incentives to Green DCsis concerned,
the Authority feels that this should be considered in
totality after the certification process is put in place.
Authority has made certain recommendations in this
regard in coming sections. However, the Authority will
revisit theissue later, if required.

The Authority recommends that adoption of
alternate cooling solutions should be | eft to market forces.
In any case, the Authority has already prescribed
certification policy for Green Data Centres. Once the
Green data certification framework is in place, the
Authority recommends that as part of Guidelines to
State Governments, Centre should then recommend
linking Capital/interest subsidy or any other fiscal
incentive that the State Government is offering to DCs
to the Green DC Certification they hold. Alternatively,
the Authority recommends that if a DC acquires
higher rated Green DC certification, their fiscal
incentives can be increased. Thiswould givethe required
motivation to DC operators to adopt alternate cooling
technologies.

The Authority recommends that Government
should launch a scheme to incentivize (in the form of
Government subsidy) implementation of innovative
solutions and green initiatives by the DCs. For the same,
it may invite Requests for Proposal (RFP) on an
experimental basis for new technology/methods/
processes that can be adopted for promoting green DCs.

For availing Centrally sponsored incentives, the
Authority recommends that, as part of the Central Policy,
States should be asked to—

< Declare water supply to DC/DC parks as special
purpose supply and not to subject such supply to
any interruption.

< DataCentreswill bedlowed to storewater withintheir
premises which can last for seven days.

«» Allow more than one water connectionsfor DCs/DC
Parks as a part of their respective DC policy.

The Authority recommends that in all future
projects, DC parks operators should be mandated to
incorporate waste-water recycling plantsin their designs
for DC Parks. ®
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MARKET REPORT

LINEAR TV IS
HOLDING STEADY &
GROWING

Linear TV in India is still growing in the midst of
the proliferation of OTT.

The ad industry Gurus recently discussed the
futureof Linear TV inasummit and summed up that Linear
TV is still growing in India at more than 9% and will
evolve.

Prasanth Kumar, CEO South Asia, GroupM. Kumar
noted, “During the 1990s, TV was atraditional medium.
Then DTH camein 2000 and thus came various genres of
TV channelslike movies, music and sports etc. Later half
of the 2010s, TV
broadcast underwent a
revolution with many more
options emerging in the
cable and DTH space. A
lot of popular serials like
* Saas bhi kabhi bahu thi’,
and plenty of regional
channels came up. Sports
and global content started
getting consumed in
regional languages.”

“This revolution
has opened up a lot of
possibilities. Today, India
is home to 210 million TV sets. Many new capabilities
exist for TV advertisersin the coming years,” said Kumar,
highlighting how the TV industry is witnessing a
transformation and Indiais set to becomethethird largest
TV market inthe next three years.

NicolaLewis, Global CEO, Finecast, highlighted
the emerging TV viewing trends and threw insightsinto
how Indian consumers are engaging and consuming TV
content.

“Linear TV isgrowing at 9.7% rate and so far only
210 million households out of 320 million have TV sets
which correspondsto nearly 70 per cent penetration. That
means there is room to grow in 90 million non-TV
householdsin India,” Lewissaid, speaking at the summit
virtually.
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MARKET REPORT

AtiqueKazi, President Data, performance & Digital
products, GroupM, hailed the Connected TV platform and
said it has“unparalleled potential”.

“Television advertising in India continues to grow
both on linear and even faster on connected TV's. Connected
TV has a higher impact, its users are highly engaged
compared to linear TV. They prefer uninterrupted
consumption. Hence, to grow into the connected TV genre,
brands have to find the right balance to reach people and
manage brand safety aswell,” Kazi said.

GroupM’s Finecast, in partnership with Kantar
unveiled their study report titled ‘The Changing
Landscape of Indian Television’ at the summit. Thereport
aims to provide a

roadmap in

measurement and m

growth of TV. gl’OUp
According to the F . N E CAST

report, currently, thereare
20-22 million addressable
TV homesinIndia. More
than 10%of TV homesare
today addressable. The
report forecasts that
therewill be 40 million addressable TV homesin India by
2025.

According to respondents, Connected TV is the
preferred connection at 65%, comprising of Smart TVs,
devices such asFirestick, Internet enabled set top boxesvs
35% Linear (Cable+ DTH). Even though they havemultiple
connectionsfor accessing TV, thereisapreferenceto which
access point they prefer most.

Thereport further states that when it comesto TV
consumption, Connected TV is watched 12.4 hours on
an averagein aweek and liner TV iswatched 12.6 hours.
Also, Co-viewing ishigh across genres except web-series.

The report further states that in 2023, advertisers
will spend about $86 million on connected TV (CTV)
advertising in India. In a report on the addressable TV
market in the country, the media-buying network and
market research firm Kantar estimatethat IndiasCTV ad
spending will grow at aCAGR of 47% between 2022 and
2027.

Talking about Connected TV, Kazi observed, “If
convenience is driving audiences towards CTV,
addressability is driving advertisers to CTVs. Indiais
poised to be thethird-largest CTV advertising market by
2024 m

THE CHANGING
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INDUSTRY NEWS

NEWS CHANNELS
WITNESSES
DOWNTURN IN ADS

News channels saw an overall lull
in ads post Diwali.

News channelssaw alull in adsand thisis expected
scenarioinapost Diwali timeframe. A drop in ad volume
during this period does not come as asurprise for the TV
industry, Overall news genre dropped by 20 per cent in
November 2022 over October 2022.

Gaurav Srivastava, Head-Ad Sales, North & East,
NDTYV, pointed out that the
major reason for thedecline [
in ad volume is that some §
advertisers have cut down
spends because there has
been a hike in the prices of
raw materials. “They have §
to cut down their ad monies
to maintain the cost of the
product. Therefore there is
adecline,” he noted.

"Viewership datafor
the news genre has always
been volatile. There was
previously no data, and some channels have now opted
out of BARC ratings.

The shift of advertisers from television to digital
media will have an impact on other genres in the near
future, in addition to news. He actually predicted adrop
across most genres in January-February-March.

The other side isthe overall advertising scenario
comes down for a while post the festive season. There
has been adeclinein terms of ratings per channel. Some
of the broadcasterslike NDTV, ZeeNewsand i TV Network
have opted out of BARC this year.

However, the industry is hopeful that advertising
will bounce back for the genre soon. B
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CANAL+ ACQUIRES SKY
DEUTSCHLAND

CANAL+

Canal + is planning to acquire
Sky Deutschland and isin talkswith
other investors for the same.

Canal+, part of French media
company Vivendi, could participate
in a consortium which includes
German telecommunications provider
United Internet. Canal+ would
contribute its pay-TV experience and
content assets to the venture while
United Internet would add
broadband and mobile access.

InAustria, Canal+ collaborates
withtelcoAl TelekomAustria. A joint
venture with United Internet as part
of a Sky Deutschland acquisition
would resemble this strategy in
Germany.Canal+ isalready presentin
the German market with its movies
production business Studiocanal and
with M7 Deutschland, a provider of
TV channels and services to cable
and IPTV network operators.

Comcast considers selling Sky
Deutschland, suggesting that the
German pay-tv business could be
valued at around €1 billion.

NEW MERGER FOR AL
BTELECOM & ONE TELECOM

One Telecommunications and
AL Btelecom have merged to become
ONE Albaniaas of January 1.

News of the move was given by
Emil Georgakiev, the CEO of ONE
Albania, in a year-end message
addressed to customers and
partners. In it, he said, “as part of
(Hungary’s) 4iG Group, ONE Albania
will not only offer quality fixed and
mobile services, but will play a
central role in IT services and the
digitalisation of society”.

Georgakiev added: “for us, this
isjust the beginning of anew journey,
which includes investments for
mobile coverage with 5G and fibre
technology of Albania in 2023.
Improving the experience of our
customersisthe main priority and we
will do our best to deliver it. We will
continue to work hard to provide an
even stronger, faster and morereliable
mobile network, improved fiber
coverage and services, becoming a
key player in the digitalisation of
Albania’.

RUSSIAN WAR HASTENS

ERICSSONS’S EXIT

T h e

’ Russia -

Ukraine

’ war has

’ hastened

the exit of

Ericsson

ERICSSON  r o m
Russia.

Ericsson’s wholly owned
Russian subsidiary has entered into
an asset transfer agreement to divest
its local customer support business
in the country to a Russian company
owned by former operational
managers of Ericsson’s Russian
subsidiary.

According to Ericsson, the
transaction includes a transfer of
approximately 40 employees, and
certain assets and contracts related
to the business.

It adds that the customer
support business is alocal business
engagement that does not involvethe
export of hardware, software, or
related services to mobile operators
in Russia

Following Russia'sinvasionin
Ukraine, Ericsson announced the
suspension of operations and
deliveriesto customersin Russiaand
an orderly wind-down in accordance
with  applicable sanctions.
Approximately 400 Ericsson
employees in Russia have been
notified of layoffs and have been
leaving the company as operations
have been discontinued. B
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GOVT INCREASES
BROADCAST SPENDS

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting's expenditures for
fiscal 2021-22 stands at Rs 3728.99
crore, as per areport released by the
government.

For 2021-22 report, the total
budget of the ministry for the year was
Rs4079.71 crore, comprising arevenue
budget of Rs4058.61 crore and capital
of Rs21.10crore.

The report also states that the
total actual expenditure for the
previous four years (revenue and
capital) stood as below:

Rs3487.62 crore (2017-18)
Rs4003.27crore (2018-19)
Rs4032.36 crore (2019-2020)
Rs3380.44 crore (2020-21).

For 2021-22, the expenditure on
broadcasting was Rs 2790.71 crore
whileoninformationit was Rs593.54
crore and on films it was Rs 259.29
crore.

Meanwhile, the MIB released
grants-in-aid amounting to Rs
2790.71 crore to Prasar Bharati in

2021-22. In the last three years, the
ministry hasreleased Rs8823.60 crore
to Prasar Bharati — Rs 3124.76 crore
(2019-20); Rs2908.13 crore (2020-21)
and Rs2790.71 crore (2021-22).

ADANI OPEN OFFER ON NDTV

Adani Media Networks has
acquired an 8% additional stakeinthe
open offer for NDTV. The company’s
total shareholding now stands at 37%
inNDTV.

Vishvapradhan Commercial
along with AMG Media Networks
and Adani Enterprises launched the

open offer to acquire an additional
26% stake in NDTV began on
November 22 and was scheduled
to close on December 5. The open
offer did not fully subscribe, as per
the latest update on BSE and NSE.
Adani garnered around 58 lakh

equity shares of NDTV which was
not even half of the total sizein the
open offer.

BCCl EYES 200 CRORES

REVENUE FROM WOMEN IPL

Media and advertising
industry is abuzz with speculations
following BCCI's invitation of bids
on December 10 for the media
rightsto telecast the Women's|PL, a
five-team tournament slated for
March 2023. The cricket board is
expecting to earn Rs 8-10 crore per
match and around Rs 160-200 crore
from the 20 matches in the
tournament, from media rights,
sources closed to the development
told e4m. BCCI is set to earn about
Rs 107 crore per match in the men’s
IPL from 2023 onwards. &
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF
CABLE TV DISTRIBUTION

Q: Please share the international Experience of
cableTV distributionin UK & USA?

Hemant Chaturvedi,
Satellite & Cable TV Consultant, Bangalore

Ans.. WK

There are four major forms of digital television
(DTV) broadcast in the United Kingdom: a direct-to-
home satellite service from the Astra 28.2°E satellites
provided by Sky UK, a cable
television service provided by
Virgin Media (known as Virgin

’ \
TV); a free-to-air satellite B l -
service called Freesat; and a

free-to-air digital terrestrial
service called Freeview. In
addition, an IPTV system
known asBT Visionisprovided
by BT. Individual access
methods vary throughout the
country. 77% of the United
Kingdom has accessto HDTV
viaterrestrial digital television.
Satelliteisisthe only source of
HDTV broadcast available for
the remaining 23%.

Cable TV hasyet to reach the levels of ubiquity
in the UK that it has in the USA, although UK cable
providers do have alot to offer including over digital
TV channels, HD channels plus accessto avast library
of ondemand content — and all without the need for a
satellite dish on the outside of your home. Currently
there are only a handful of cable TV providersin the
UK with their degree of availability being one of the

media
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main differences between them. d. Services 19 UK cable
TV networks are not nearly as widespread as those in
other parts of the world. Virgin Mediais far and away
number one amongst UK cable TV providers. Small
World is a regional cable TV, broadband and phone
provider which hasasmall fibre optic network localised
to parts of southwestern Scotland, the Borders, Cumbria
and Lancashire. WightCable is a cable TV, broadband
and phone provider with a fibre optic network that
serves customers on the Isle of Wight. BT TV isn't a
cable TV provider in the strictest sense of the term
although all of BT Vision's on-demand content is
delivered into consumers’ homes via their broadband
connection.

USA

The 1992 Cable Act codified, and the
Commission has adopted, aregulatory
plan allowing local and/or state
authoritiesto select a cable franchisee
and to regulate in any areas that the
Commission did not pre-empt. Local
franchising authorities have adopted
laws and/or regulations in areas such |
as subscriber service requirements, |
public access requirements and 1 :
franchiserenewal standards. Under the
1992 Cable Act, local franchising
authorities have specific responsibility
for regulating the rates for basic cable
service and equipment. iii. The
Communications Act requires that no
new cable operator may provide service without a
franchise and establishes several policies relating to
franchising requirements and franchise fees. The
Communications Act authorizes local franchising
authorities to grant one or more franchises within their
jurisdiction. However, alocal franchising authority may
not grant an exclusive franchise, and may not
unreasonably withhold its consent for new service.
Included in the grant of a franchise to a cable system
are rights relating to the construction of the system,
including thelocal franchising authority's authorization
to use public rights-of-way, easements, and to establish
the areas to be served. In addition, the law requires
just compensation 78 to property owners who have
suffered damages as a result of a cable operator's
construction, operation, installation, or removal of its
cable television facilities. Moreover, franchising
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authorities are required to ensure that access to cable
serviceisnot denied to any group of potential residential
cable subscribers on the basis of income class. Although
the Communications Act also generally precludes the
regulation of cable systems as common carriers, it
authorizes the Commission, to require, if it chooses, the
filing of informational tariffs for intrastate
communi cations services, other than cable service, which
are provided by a cable system. iv. Franchising
authorities may charge the cable operator a fee for the
right to operate a cable system in that franchise area;
however, the franchise fee paid by the cable system can
be no more than five percent of itsannual gross revenue.
A franchising authority may usethe money collected from
this fee for any purpose. A cable operator may list any
applicable franchise fee as a separate item on the
subscriber's bill.

Multichannel television in the United States has
been available since at least 1948. The United Statesis
served by multichannel television through cable
television systems, direct-broadcast satellite providers,
and various other wireline video providers. The
TelecommunicationsAct of 1996 defines amultichannel
video programming distributor (MVPD) as "a person
such as, but not limited to, acable operator, amultichannel
multipoint distribution service, adirect broadcast satellite
service, or a television receive only satellite program
distributor, who makes available for purchase, by
subscribers or customers, multiple channels of video
programming", where achannel isdefined asa"signaling
path provided by a cable television system. &
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1R

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 2 TV 9 Bharatvarsh, TV 9
Gujarati, TV 9 Kannada, TV 9
Marathi and TV 9 Telugu have started
on 4184V, clear.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E

On 6" Star Movies Gold, Star
Chinese Channel International, Star
Chinese Movies South East Asia,
National Geographic Asia and
National Geographic Wild Asia have
left 3720 H again.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEGE

On 2™ Awakening TV has started on
4133 H, clear. On 3rd Gyandhara
and Gyandarshan have left 3831 V.
On 8th Dhamaka Movies B4U, News
State MH & GA, Swatantra TV and
News State Bihar Jharkhand have
started on 11170 V, encrypted. On
13th Enterr 10 Rangeela has left
3925 H; Kaatyayani TV has started
on 4080 H, clear. On 23rd Public
First has started on 3805 H, clear;
Multiplex has started on 4054 H.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT91.5DEG E

On 9" Zee Bioskop, Kix, Thrill,
Kompas TV, CNN International Asia
Pacific, Asian Food Network, CNBC
Asia-Pacific, Life, Arirang World, DW
English, MNC TV, Aljazeera English
and BTV have left again. On 16th
Warner TV Southeast Asia, Astro
Ceria, BBC Lifestyle Asia, Astro
Citra, RTM TV 1, DMAX Southeast
Asia, Colors Malaysia, PrimeTime
and Showcase Movies have left
11815 V. ABC Australia Asia has left
11022 V; Beebies Asia has started
on 11102V, Videoguard; GTN has

India in the past month.

started on 11232 V; Phoenix
Chinese Channel has started on
11312 V; NHK World Premium has
started on 11392V, Videoguard. On
24th DD News, Telugu Cinema Club
and DD Chhattisgarh have started on
12316 H, Irdeto; Sony Sports Ten 1,
Colors, Star Plus India, Mazhavil
Manorama and & flix have left; Sony
Yay!, Sirippoli, Aakaash Aath, Star
Sports 1, Star Sports 1 Hindi,
Nandighosha TV, Asianet, India
Today, Aaj Tak, Hungama TV, Colors
Bangla, National Geographic Wild
Asia, Star Sports First, Republic
Bangla, Sony BBC Earth, Colors
Infinity, Romedy Now, Sony Sports
Ten 3, Gubbare, News J, Wow
Cinema One, Sangeet Bangla, Zee
24 Ghanta, Sony Max India, Vijay
Super, Zee Sarthak, Sony Marathi,
Zee News, Republic Bharat,
Bindass, News 18 Bengali, Zee 24
Taas, Star Utsav Movies, ABP
Ganga, KITE VICTERS, Star Sports
Select HD2, Colors Bangla Cinema
and STV Haryana News have started
on 12436 H, Irdeto; NewsTime
Bangla, Mazhavil Manorama and
Pravah Picture have started on
12563 V, Irdeto. MTV India and
Media One have left; Reporter has
started on 12603V, Irdeto.; Chardikla
Time TV, Gyandarshan, Swara
Sagar, Times Now Navbharat,
Naaptol Kannada and Sports 18 1
have started on 12643V, Irdeto.

INSAT 4B/3A | GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5DEGE

On 5" Naaptol and Sanskriti 24x7
have started on 11510 H, encrypted;
Wow Cinema One, Punjabi Hits,
Lokshahi, India News Haryana,

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 54

Ishwar Bhakti TV, Indradhanu TV,
D2h Positive, Songdew TV and India
Ahead have left. On 6th Dhamaka
Movies B4U has replaced B4U
Bhojpuri on 11090V, clear; Atrangii
has left 11510 V; Travelxp HD,
Cartoon Network India and Colors
Bangla have started on 11670 H,
Irdeto; Gemini Movies, Asianet HD
and Surya TV have left. On 22nd
Music India has left 11480 H; Bharat
24 has started on 11590 H,
encrypted. Shorts TV Active has left
11590 H; Prasar Bharati News
Services has left 11550 V. On 23rd
Swaraj Express SMBC has replaced
Swaraj Express on 11630 V, clear.
On 25th Lokshahi, India News
Haryana, Ishwar Bhakti TV,
Indradhanu TV and Pravah Picture
have started on 11510 H, encrypted.
Times Now Navbharat has left.
Bharat 24 has left 11590 H again.
On 26th Hits Active has started on
11510 H, encrypted.

SES 8/12/ NSS 6 AT 95 DEG E
On 227 Chithiram and FashionTV
Asia have started on 12224 H,
Unicas; Kalaignar TV and TRT World
have left.

ASIASAT 2/5 AT 100.5 DEG E
On 3“Angel TV Far East has started
on 4040 H, clear.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 3™ Channel S has left 3725 V;
Sony Wah has left 4180 V.

ELKOM 4 AT 108 DEGE.

On 17" Quran TV has started on
3773V, clear; Surau TV has started
on 3872 H, clear.
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Broadband
Cable TV

IPTV
OTT

Actual Subscription. %
amount Discount
1200 | 1000 16.65%

Latest Technology in India.....

Only One Magazine Gives You An Indepth
Actual cost @
= |Rs. 100 per copy

Look At The Events, News, Laws And The
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INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

MagaZine--- CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

g O

” ATELLITE NURNBERG / MESSE

E@%/ More Than 28 Years‘"

A=
j ?% The Easiest Way To Pick Up
&~ A The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India...

INDIA'S TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE CARLE & SATELLITE IMDUSTRY

¥ o £E
: B
5 i

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are bad
you MUST advertise” *

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of the
Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

/J/.
a Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!
4 [ | |

Contact Details: SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com | Mob: +91 7021850198
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