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Founded in 1982 by a humble man determined to learn and bring a change, Alambre Cable

PVT LTD started off as a small-scale family business. After years of learning, unlearning, and

intensive R&D, today Alambre is among leading Indian enterprises in the Cable
Manufacturing Industry.

LIST OF PRODUCTS WE MANUFACTURE:

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE US?
« LAN Cables (CAT-5E/CAT-6) — UTP/STP/FTP

* LAN Cable Patch Cords
* Optical Fiber Cables (2F-144F). Available in
G652D, G657A1,G657A2 with Yarn.

* FTTH Cables {1F -4F) Available in G652D,
G657A1, G657A2)

* Optical Fiber Patch Cords.
e Co-Axial Cables.

All Cables are available in customized lengths.

info@ulumbrecublesAcom Alambre Cables Private Limited. Plot No. 23-24,
Next to Aayushakti Aayurved Pvi. Lid.

+91 9892621326 Chintupada. Palghar. 401404

+91 9619363163

Registered office: A/06, Sonawala Industrial
Premises Co-op Soc. Ltd., Sonawala Crossroad
No. 2, Goregaon East. Mumbai - 400 063.

www.alambrecables.com



EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

Jio emerged thetop bidder for the 5G spectrumauction asit
acquired 24,740 MHz spectrum worth Rs 88,078 crore, Airtel
camein asthe second-highest bidder with 19,867 MHz spectrum
worth Rs 43,084 crore. Vodafone Idea snapped up 2,668 MHz
worth Rs 18,784 crore. Adani got 400 MHz spectrumin 26 GHz
band worth Rs 212 crore.Total bids worth Rs 1,50,173 crore for
71 per cent of total 5G spectrumbid out in thislatest auction.

The Zee— Sony merger hasgot an approval fromthe Bombay
Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange. This should pave
the way for the merger process to be completed in the next six
months. Definitely theindustry will await this devel opment.

Three consultations papers will pave the way for the next
wave of reformsin the broadcast, cable and telecom sectors. The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hasissued the consultation
paper on "Renewal of Multi-System Operators (MSOs)
Registration”.

Digitalization of the Indian broadcasting sector began in
year 2012 and was completed acrossthe country by March 2017.
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB) issued first of new
registrations to Multi System Operators (MSOs) during the DAS
implementation in June 2012, which became due for renewal/
extension in June 2022.The Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994, however, do not mention provision about renewal of MSO
registrations. Inview of this, the Authority hasreceived areference
from MIB seeking recommendations on the issues pertaining to
MSO renewal procedure.

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) released
guidelinesfor thetesting and certification of the conditional access
system (CAS) and the subscriber management system (SMS) for
the broadcasting sector. The release of the CASand SMStesting
procedures will bring “ more transparency” in the entire value
chain of the broadcasting sector.

DoT under the Ministry of Communications has sought views
onthe need for overhauling legal framework governing thetelecom
sector. The ministry has released a consultation paper regarding
this, which suggested the need for a new legal framework which
wasclear, exact, and in tunewith the altering occasionsand applied
sciences.

TRAI had earlier issued Consultation paper on I ssuesrelated
to New Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and Cable
services. The authority is issuing this consultation paper for
seeking stakeholders' comments on points or issues that are
pending for full implementation of New Regulatory Framework
2020.

All of this should usher in a transparency and level playing
field for all stakeholdersin theindustry.

LA

(Manoj KU}'IGI’ Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

HIAIEE ST % 21T @1 g 4

F9T7 qT 7% 4T &1 T&T ST TTaq AI=T

AAJ TAK HIRES SUDHIR CHAUDHARY AN dF 8 3 gUR qed

Sudhir Chaudhary who spent a decade at S H U &9/ I dTed AT A 31 T
Zee has joined Aaj Tak as Consulting 4§ ARHT HUEH & W4 H A g¢ |41 ghr
Editor.Sudhir Chaudhary was associated with Zee AT U 91 eI T e AN A qS ¥ | AT
for over adecade. Hewasinitially with Zee News SEY G = % o &1, AT 2008 § TEFT TG
during itsinitial years, but had leftin 2003 tojoin 3 QHﬁﬁéﬂﬁ@fIFﬁ%{WWﬂ%é%méﬁ‘oﬁ%
Sahara Samay. He had also joined India TV for A
sometime. ey A1 B fepat |

BHARAT 24 HIRES TOP JOURNOS IT9 @ B PR A oawd 28 3
Jagdish Chandra, former ETV NewsNetwork tﬂaﬁ RW Ry ar fn o g
and Zee Media regional cluster CEO is launching iﬂ‘s' ri < 4Tf1’;{ T A %4 W B3
Hindi News channel Bharat 24. Top journalists are mﬁ F 199 WA &l &M 97 71 A1 TR @ AN T A
being hired and the new namesareAjay Kumar is set T FAT T S T & 9aY qUES & w9 § o
tojoinasManaging Editor of thenew Hindi channel. 2N & T EE E
Sayyed Umar is set to join as Sr HogE T i AEeh % = 4 T 2 9 o

Editor.Another top appointment at Bharat 24 will be = . e N o
of Manoj Jagyasi who is set to join as Strategic vision of New India T 24§ T A7 <f e FANT ST Rl

Advisor & CBO. Jigyasi was earlier the CRO at o1 7oRlices AeTed Y A & =9 A &9 &
ZMCL. iU T ¥ | Tl vee AU § AISET O |

Bharat 24 will be backed by amajor Ahmedabad- AN 24 Bl FEAEERE FIT Uh IF HRUNE 2Eq
based corporate house. =0T 790 e S |

¢ In-depth & Unbiased Market Information
% Technology Breakthroughs

MAGAZINE * Reaches More Than 40,000 Personnel Across The
Satellite & Cable TV Industry every month

ADVERTISE NOW !
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6 NEW MSO LICENCES GRANTED

The Govt has granted 6 new licenses to Multi-
System Operators (M SOs) between April 21, 2022 and July
4,2022. Thetotal number of registered M SOs has declined
to 1753 asof July 4, 2022 from 1763 on March 21, 2022.

M/s Infotainment Service &
Communications Pvt. Ltd, Softech Infosol
Private Limited, Bhumi Cable, Shabkha
Tagnia Private Limited, Tribeni
Entertainment and Binodan Digital Pvt. Ltd
arethe new licensees.

Out of these six MSOs, four are
company-based, one is proprietorship-
based and one is partnership-based firms. The total
number of registered MSOs now stands at 1,753.

MIB also granted three provisional registration to
Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable TV Corporation Ltd, Godfather
Communication Pvt. Ltd and M/s Intermedia Cable
Communication Pvt. Ltd.

12 M SO licenseswere cancelled between April and
July 4, 2022. Shivam Cable & Broadband Private Ltd,
Rallyon Technology, Panduranga Cable Network , RK
Digital Cable TV Network, South Star Digital Network
Private Limited, Krishna Cable Network, LD Family
Network, SahyaDigital NetworksLLP, Surbhi Diginet,
Thulasis Technology Private Limited, Sri Laxmi Local Cable
TV and Yadav Cable were among the MSOs whose
licenceswere canceled.

PALKI SHARMA REPORTS TO
SUBHASH CHANDRA

Palki SharmaUpadhyay of Wionwill now

s =
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

6 T4 THUHSM P wgad B

WHT 7 21 FUA 2022 AN 4 JaE 2022 & A
Tl - S (THTAS ) B 6 T2 @rgad el & | et
TAUAST &l Fa F@1 21 419 2022 &I 1763 H 4 Al
2022 T TeH 1753 2 T T |
T RISTHE AT U2 HgHEa 1.5,
dear gree fufies, foadt deveTie dim
ferire fefitedt urgae fafies g wmgamer
|
3 B UHUAS § F 91 &9 AT 7, Uh
I AT & AT U AR 6 ¢ | TS
TAUAST &l A F1 AT 1753 & T ¢ |

TASTEAT | AHEHIE, 3T Had 2T SRS Mies,
=Wy HMGI Tgae ffies A it geviifzar aaa
FRMHIH Tzae [dfHes &l dF el dofier | e |

HYA AR 4 A 2022 & 19 12 TITAHA & ABHA
7z &7 2 T | frem dad Uz diEdE wEde fates, YEe
2T, AT RN Zhied Jeas uEde fMies, o &ad
Y f25iMe, A ot ugde fmes, o asl
Aled e <l AR AT dHad 3 THIHAT § A o
o @i 7E &7 Gl T o |

Sf guIY 95T & @Y Raié 0N gt sl

ERRIEIREICEANRILIlcE 122 Dl i B W L R
%1 e @i |

report directly to Dr Subhash Chandra.

With Sudhir Chaudhary moving onfrom
Wionall the Editorsof ZeeNews, Zee Business
and Zee 24 Taas will report to the President —
Group Strategy & Innovation and WION wiill
report directly to the Publisher.WION hasmore
than 35 bureaus across global cities at present.
The organisation is expanding its footprint in
190 countries across Africa, Europe, Russia,
USA, South America, APAC region, and MENA
region and is currently accessed across4 billion
connected devices globally.

PALKISHARMA

A1 AR Aot & o F A aed & A A
=, A O G S 24 AW & AW HUEH
YfrEe-qu el Uz Ee @ fue Hi Ar
ferae e eh19tes b FrE i1 | forae & g §
afvads 9r&dl | 35 H AT I & | ST i,
TASUAT &7 & 190 911 § 379 Hefie a1 famm
& TR T AT g | i o 4 fafead
HIFES YR § BT IUATT fohaT AT & |
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AXN, AXN-HD CHANNELS AXED

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has
deleted AXN and AXN-HD from the list of permitted
private satellite channelsin India.

Asper theMinistry, thechannelswere deleted
following arequest by their parent company.

Thetwo channels were shut down by
Sony Pictures Network India, now known as
Culver Max Entertainment, aspart of itsplans
to “realign” itsbusinessin India.

According to Rule 6(6) of the Cable Television
Network Rules 1994, no cable operator shall carry or
include in his cable service any television broadcast or
channel which has not been registered by the Central
Government for being viewed within theterritory of India.

TVO NETWORK NEW CHANNEL

TV9 Network isgoing to expand itsreach with the
launch of digital channels in key Hindi-
speaking markets — Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rgjasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, Jammu
& Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh.

TS U7 TUFEUA 3T TUEHUS Tgs!

TGT AT TR FATT ARG § A ol Hedze
Al D1 AT H QU 3T TUHATT UFS] H 827 31 & |
HAT & FIAT el Dl D I B & APE & a1
e f&ar T arl
/\ FCTHE & AW F A A 8, T ST Sl
@ A § 39 TIAT BT ATdied did Bl
AT & ded a8 &7 fear o |

Fad SHIae T2adh M 1994 & 9 6 (6) &
AT @E AT dad T A dad Far F§ fEA o
Pk o o e e S e e et i e B F e e | A e
A & ¥ &7 S & [T &g A B1 Usiidd el dha
T

el 9 Aea@m @1 AT YT
219 Jeas ygE EEl Wl aeri-sdETe, qe
qedT, TN, [9ER, sIEE, 99 AR &9,
i, 9 A A g § e T e &
A & F AT UEd Fl [ B S @8 |
2119 Jeash & A1 MY SRAT Teaw 2 7

Tv9 Network Chief Growth Officer, [EJIGGIT AL e i e e i e de

Raktim Das, said, “Regional and hyper local
content in Indian languageswill drivethefuture
of digital media consumption. The decision to expand
deeper and wider into Hindi speaking marketsismotivated
by the purpose-driven goal of bridging the access gap to
news and thus enabling citizensto makeinformed opinions
and choicesand ultimately feel more empowered.”

WARNER BROS. DISCOVERY HAS NEW
TEAM

Warner Bros. Discovery has a cracking new team
led by Arjun Nohwar, General Manager - South Asia.
Ruchir JainisHead of Distribution & Eurosport and heads

ADVERTISE NOW'!

M AGAZINE

#ee [Efifed oifzar =Tuq & wfas @0 o
TraT | ST 9T eI § TeE § AN e [T & @l
MU FHET T% g9 & ¥ @l U1e & 3g99 A URd aed
7 YRA T W 3T YT AR B Jad T A e g
¥ Fe G & AW s s AT Teqd wr e |

ardt gad fmpad & T W

a7 g2 [3rnail @ UTH 2T U9 & Herded
A AR & Igd H UH AU oW & | JT 54, o
AN ERA & U9 & AN Tigd Aedd G Farad
& U7 © | T Hea faemee fant & w2, e afer
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Active V-Groove Fusion Splicer For FTTH \%;y/

having Experience Of Making Splicing Machines since 1980’s

6 sec. Splice time

24 sec. Heating time

Perfect alignment range up to 125um gap.
4.3 inch color LCD Display

Electrode life: 6000 arc Discharges

IOT Enabled Machine(Sumicloud)

Fusion Splicer Core to Core Alignment Ribbon Machine
(Electrode life:6000 arc Discharges)

TYPE-82M12

e

%

5 Sec Splice & 9 sec. Heating time.
300 Splice & Heating per battery cycle.
Dual Independent Heaters
Remote Interactive Maintenance

5

A

*»+ 6 sec Splice & 15 sec. Heating time <+ Ultra Fast Splicing(11 Sec.)
¢+ Touch-screen interface. «»+ Ultra Fast Heating (25 Sec.)
+¢ Universal fibre clamps. +» 2.0 Kg. weight with battery

5

A

5

A

*NanoTune™ enhances your splice experience. NanoTune™ reduces your time spent working
and reduces splicing loss overall, by using the World’s first AI splicing technology

SEl Trading India Pvi. Ldd.
Visit Us: www.sumitomosplicers.in / www.seti.co.in

Contact Us :- +91-124-4577470 / 9599495855/ Sanjeev-K umar-mittal @seti.sei.co.jp



http://www.sumitomosplicers.in/

up the integrated network distribution function. Tanaz
MehtaisHead of Ad Sales, tasked with growing revenues
acrossall networksin South Asia.Uttam Pal SinghisHead
of Kids Cluster and tasked with developing acompelling
content strategy for growth. Sai Abhishek is Head of
Factual & Lifestyle Cluster and will be responsible for
delivering growth and profitability acrossthe genre.

PRASAR BHARATI’'S NEW LOGO

Prasar Bharati hasanew logo. The new
logo of Prasar Bharti signify the service of
trust, security, and perfection for the common
man.

The organisation started as All India
Radio (AIR) inthe past and Doordarshan (DD)
was born to cater television serviceslater and
finally came Prasar Bharati (PB) by enactment
of an act by the parliament.

BREATHER FOR NDTV FOUNDERS

The Securities  Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) has, ruled that
allegationsthat the founders of NDTV,
Radhikaand Prannoy Roy, ceded control &
of New Delhi Television Limited through
apersonal loan takenin 2009-10 are"a ™
figment of imagination”, "against the

material evidence on record" and
"wholly erroneous’ ®

TSt | AT J2deh U7 aed 177 i &M J14T 7737 2 | 39
u e e &= & ugE & ar @M & fie s
TR 3 OIS forbfid @ @ @M AT |
AYUE BFGHA UT ARHREA Fael & T & A7 §7
AT fger 3T @9sdr Yo &1 & [0 fRET
2 |

JHR Al &1 791

U 9l F 39T T4 @ e © |9
Gl &1 4T @R AW SEdl & fore fgoam,
A AT Uit &1 HaT & I © |
A A § 3 af=an A=A (TaEem) &
=Y H g g AW e (31=1) & 9T & a6
§ Ao HAT3H B T H & g g3 AN
FA § TS BT Uah SIME & g0 TAE 9
(91T 1 T g3 |

TSRl & H¥9dl & (¢ UEd

— e PR srdiere feegaa (%) 7 e
AR % foh TASIEET & HrTaht e
T AT 9 T T 2009-10 F ol ™
Udh AT O & WeAw T4
Zoliteretd fof¥es @1 Mo @1 3
‘TR @l e, FetE W i med
% o AR TE A T & | .

L. BLS

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW

www.abis-digital.com
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Patch Cord

FAT Box PLC Splitter

Fan-Out Cable !
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Smart Drop Cable with % Fiber Management
| PRODUCTS Rapid Push Connector Home Termination System

MADE Box
IN INDIA

Growing fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) and fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) implementations have raised the
need for dependable, reliable and performance based products that will give Ultra Fiber Optic Speed.

PDR is leading manufacturer and supplier of fiber optic Passive/Active Networking components and
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NETFLIX TIE-UP WITH MICROSOFT

Netflix tied upwith Microsoft asitsad tech partner
as the streaming giant gets ready to roll out its first ad-
supported subscription offering.

Marketers looking to
Microsoft for their advertising
needs will have access to the
Netflix audience and premium N ETFL I x
connected TV inventory. All
ads served on Netflix will beexclusively availablethrough
the Microsoft platform.

Netflix COO Greg Peters said, “In April we
announced that we will introduce anew lower priced ad-
supported subscription plan for consumers, in addition
to our existing ads-free basic, standard, and premium plans.
Today we are pleased to announce that we have selected
Microsoft as our global advertising technology and sales
partner.

EROS PARTNERS WITH FETCH TV

ErosNow hasanew partnership with theAustralian
content aggregation platform Fetch TV and expand into
Australia

The collaboration is in line with Eros Now’s
strategy to focus on growing direct-to-consumer
relationships while strengthening and expanding key
distribution partnerships.

This new distribution

partnership with Fetch TV erOSE‘“ﬂ]fJI | J

provides active Fetch subscribers

with accessto Eros Now's content

of over 12,000 Indian movies, originals, music, short-
form content, and more across several languages and
genres.

“Streaming platforms are gaining popularity
worldwide and have emerged as a key driver for
multilingual content acrosswider audience segment. Fetch
TV has been a leading aggregator of streaming services
and other entertainment content in the Australian market
for over 10 years. Thiscollaboration will certainly help us
enhance our horizons in terms of international audience

=" Microsoft
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and their preferences, and further strengthen our
offering,” said Ali Hussein, CEO, Eros Now.

ABHISHEK KUMAR IS GROUP CEO OF
BALAJI TELEFILMS

Balgji Telefilmshired Abhishek Kumar asthe Group
Chief Executive Officer. Kumar hasmoved on from Jupiter
Capital, the private equity funds, wherein hewasworking
as the COO and General Partner of the new
Funds of the group. Before Jupiter Capital,
Kumar was running aventure capital network,
at Rainforest Venture Network as Managing
Partner and was al so an advisor and partner to
multiple family offices for technology and
consumer investments.

Shobha Kapoor, Managing Director,
Balgji Telefilms, said, "We are pleased to have
Abhishek as Group CEO, and are confident
that heistheright person to lead Balgji to the
next stage of growth and value creation. Heis
a seasoned leader with a stellar leadership
reputation. The Indian mediasector isundergoing massive
change which also creates enormous opportunitiesfor us
at Balgji, and Abhishek will lead the effortswith the rest of
theteam, to seize these opportunities and create value for
all our stakeholders.

MX PLAYER WINS BEST OTT
PLATFORM AWARD

MX Player won three awards at the Dadasaheb
Phalke Excellence Awards 2022 for the platform and its
original series, ‘ Aashram’.

While MX Player was awarded the
Best OTT Platform

MX Player’sChief Operating Officer,
Nikhil Gandhi said “At MX Player, we
believe that relevant and strong narratives have the ability
to provoke thought and entertain audiences at the same
time. Winning the Best OTT Platform and winning two
more awardsfor our successful series, Aashram reaffirms
our belief.”

ABHISHEK KUMAR
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APPLAUSE
CHERUVALATH

HIRES PRAMOD

Applause Entertainment hired Pramod Cheruvalath
as the South — Content Head . Cheruvalath had earlier
produced Iru Dhuruvam (Tamil) along with Applause
Entertainment for SonyLiv and will now beresponsibleto
build Applause’s content slate in all four

AT § gHIE AEAAY @I d@ml af
AT U2TSTHE | YHIE T=d@d &l a1 & HIawd
TE % w9 § Mg & % | T%aad 7 el Amied &
foTg wlts devedie & A1g gegwean (e ) @ fmi
T o 3T 3@ 39 97 A AW Sl YA aan §
TG & e WIS & AT bl o=
20, afen Tl st § difm Aifs

Southern Markets to create a diversified
dlate of premium seriesand moviesacross ! APPLAUSE A el &l U fafae T2 93w &l A

languages.

Sameer Nair, CEO, Applause
Entertainment, said, “ The global streamer has created a
flat Earth and indeed, aglobal village. Content from every
geography and in every language has the opportunity to
reach audiences everywhere. After our successes in the
Hindi/Hinglish category, we arereally keen to work with
the amazing talent in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and
Kannada to tell rooted authentic stories on a domestic
and international stage. On-boarding Pramod to oversee
the expansion is our first step in that direction. His
extensive network, market knowledge and creative
expertisewill help build our unique hub & spoke business
model inthe key Southern markets”.

DIPASHREE DAS EXITS
NETFLIX

Dipashree Das, Content and Brand Marketing L ead
at Netflix hasquit the OTT platform.

She said “I recently made the decision to wrap
up an almost 6-year stint at a place | have
had the highest honour of calling my
professional home, Netflix. Oh, and what a
wild ride it has been! Netflix isaplacelike
no other, it changes you, redefines you,
bends you out of shape, and makes you
believe in yourself in a measure you didn't
think possible.”

At Netflix, shewasleading marketing for the Films
portfolio. Das moved to Netflix Mumbai to take up this
role after a 2-year stint in Netflix Singapore, leading
marketing partnershipsfor SEA & Taiwan. &

FROM

ENTERTAINMENT =5
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THE MSOs
REGISTRATION
RENEWAL DILEMMA

The first new registrations to MSOs happened
during the DAS implementation in June 2012,
which became due for renewal/extension in June
2022. The Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994, however, does not mention provision
about renewal of MSO registrations. TRAI has
sought comments of the stakeholders on the
relevant issues pertaining to renewal of
MSO registration including the quantum of
fee to be paid for such renewal.

POLICY FOR MSO REGISTRATION

In General, Cable TV, along with DTH, is the pre-
dominant platform for receiving TV broadcast. In atypical
cable television distribution chain, MSO receives
programming service from broadcaster and re-transmitsthe
same to the consumer, either directly or through one or
more LCOs. Registration of MSOs progressed in
consonance with the phase-wise implementation of DAS.

TUESAT ISl &
TAIBTOT UT gfere

THUASAT & [eq YT 797 G170 9 2021 SIQ0H
FEFIT & SR AT, AT T 2022 4
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The number of registered M SOs has steadily increased from
29in2012t0 1451 by 2017. New Regulatory Framework also
provided further growth. The framework provides a
mechanism of time bound provisioning of signals for
television channels for MSOs. Figure 1 shows year-wise
number of registered MSOs as per information on MIB
website:

The Government enacted the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Ordinance, 1994, on 29th September
1994 that set down rulesfor registration of cable TV operators
and introduced the Programme Code and the Advertising
Code. In order to replace the said ordinance by an Act, the
CableTelevision Networks (Regulation) bill wasintroduced
in Parliament. Subsequently this ordinance was converted
into the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995
on 25th March 1995, to regulate the operation of cable
television networks in the country.

With the introduction of digital addressable system
(DAS), Government has amended the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994, by issuing the Cable Television
Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2012, on 28th April 2012.
For any company or individual intending to provide cable
television network services with DAS, it is mandatory to
register with MIB and take necessary permissionsfrom MIB.

Provisionsunder CableTelevision NetworksRules, 1994
& CableTeevision Networ ks (Regulation), Act, 1995

Chapter 11 of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation), Act, 1995 deals with the regulation of Cable
Television Network.

a) Section (3) readsas, “ no person shall operateacable
television network unless he isregistered as a cable
operator under this Act.”

b) Section4(2) readsas, “ the cable operator shall fulfill
such eligibility criteria and conditions as may be
prescribed and different eligibility criteria may be
prescribed for different categories of cable
operators.”

c) Section 4(4) reads as, “ an application under sub-
section (1) shall be made in such form and be
accompanied by such documents and fees as may be
prescribed.”

d) Section 4(5) of the CTN Act, 1995 deals with the
renewal of registration of aCable Operator subject to
terms and conditions prescribed under Sections 4(6)
of the Act.

€) Section 4(6) reads as, “ Without prejudice to the
compliance of eligibility criteria for registration of

29 7 dgw? 2017 d% 1451 & T T |99 Faws o T 9
AT ghe TEN & % | T2 g TATEST & fou Sefae et
% foIT M@ & T9aag T &1 dF Ya &7dm & | R 1
TAATEE] daH1Ee T &1 T AFHNI & AFAT Goligpd THOA AT
% U-aTT AT Fl AT 2 |

WEHT T A dliged Teds ([afaa) semsa
1994 @1 29 HaT 1994 @ Af=mT o an, e &aa
2T TR & Ut & fora e feiRa g i aried
B IS &S U9T fohdl | 3o TAedT &1 Udh Siref-am
BN UfFiT &7 & [T ad Saltaa Jeas (fafee )
feres @1 T9E § U9 foRar T o1 |39% A8 39 ST @
I F el AT Tedd & T I [AHadd & & [0
25 qd 1995 B HaAA aliae feas () st
1995 ¥ gfafed &7 f&ar T |

fefoted ugiaw e (S0 ) &1 J=3T & 19 T
T 28 3 2012 F FHAA Al Fead (F9rE ) Fam, 2012
A Wk BAA Ao Jedd aW, 1994 § FITEN foRar
T | %A SHfae UaM &9 & $a3e ol 1 o 1 e &
1T Suug & AU Tegd TG, THIEAl & WY Ui 0 BT
AN TAEAT § AASTH AT o1 A © |
HeA e Aeam faW, 1994 AT daw eiifes
Jeas (fafremm) afufrem, 1995 & @& g@g™

Fad e qead (fafeme) fafem 1995 &

T 2 BAA AN J2adh & [T T Fard & |

T.) 9WT (3) & AW, @IF H @A Fae Sl Tea%
P FAT Tq T% el B T 0% (@ T8 37 a7
% @& BT AT % B § GoArgd 7 &/’

q.) 9T (&) 2 & ANGS BIA AT G GEAT IR
Fad T B AT afEr & fog fafier gt
qEE feia e T awd &1

A) 49V (&) & & gAGS T-4TT (1) % T&d Q& A9
59 TE % B 4 (4T A Tl & A7 UF Faa= J BiF
@ A &R ST e far v awar 21

21) AT At 1995 @ av 4 (5) sufEm @ an
4 (6) & dead Mg Feml @ adi & 74\ daw
AW & TAHTT & TAMBI F HEET © |

3) o 4(6) & ANGH BT S & GAHT & forg
UEAT AMES & U 97 el THIE 26 [, #a

20 SATELLITE & CABLETV

AUGUST 2022



MSO POLICY

cable operators, the Central Government may
prescribe, having regard to the interests of the
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the
Sate, friendly relations with foreign Sates, public
order, decency or morality, foreign relation or
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an
offence, such terms and conditions of registration
including additional criteria or conditions to be
fulfilled by the cable operator.”

Further, Section 22 of the Act gives power to the
Central Government to frame Rules, by notification in the
official Gazette, withregardtointer aliathedigibility criteria
for “different categories of cable operators’ (thereby
implicitly including M SOs) under Section 4(2) of the CTN
Act and the terms and conditions of registration under
Section 4(6) of theAct.

The Central government had made the Cable
Television NetworksRules, 1994 (CTN Rules) in exercise of
the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 22 of
the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Ordinance, 1994
(Ordinance No.9 of 1994). The CTN Rules, 1994 define
‘Multi-System Operator (MSO)’ under Rule2 (e€) as“acable
operator who receives a programming service from a
broadcaster and/ or his authorized agencies and re-
transmits the same or transmits his own programming
service for simultaneous reception either by multiple
subscribers directly or through one or more local cable
operators (LCOs) and includes his authorized distribution
agencies by whatever name called.” Rule 11A of the CTN
Rules dealswith the application for registration asamulti-
system operator and states-

“(1) For the purpose of operation of cable television
network services with digital addressable systemin
anotified area, a person who desiresto provide such
service shall make an application for registration as
Multi-System Operator to the registering authority
in Form 6.

(2) Every application under sub-rule (1) shall be
accompanied by —
<+ aprocessing fee of rupees one lakh;
% declarationin Form 2.
The rules do not prescribe any other fee or charges
except the processing fee for the MSO. MIB Reference
(Annexure-11) reiteratesthat Rule 11A of CTN Rules, 1994

prescribe processing fee of Rs. One Lakh to be submitted
with the application for MSO registration. The CTN Rules
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do not prescribe any procedure or processing feefor renewal
of MSO registration.

The CTN Rules, 1994, do not have an express
provision about renewal of MSO registrations. However,
Rule 3 of the said Rules, 1994 deal swith the application for
registration asacabletelevision network in India. Rule 3(1)
states that, “every application for registration as a cable
television network in India shall be made in writing in
Form1 and shall berenewable after every twelve months”.
Rule 3(3)(a) statesthat, “ every application for registration
or renewal of registration shall be accompanied by — (i) a
fee of rupees five hundred only; and (ii) the requisite
documents mentioned in Form 1 and Form 2 (attached in
the said Rules, 1994)”. Read with other relevant provisions
of the CTN Rulesand the CTN Act, these provisionspertain
totherenewal of Local Cable Operator (LCO).

Rule 11 of the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994
(as amended) prescribes that an applicant seeking
registration for operating as an MSO can be an individual,
an association of individuals or body of individuals, whether
incorporated or not, or acompany. Theeligibility criteriafor
an applicant multi-system operator asper Rule 11(B), CTN
Rules 1994 are asfollows: —

“a) where the applicant is a person, he shall be a citizen
of India and not less than eighteen years of age;

b) where the applicant is an association of Individuals
or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not,
the member s of such an association or body shall be
citizens of India and not less than eighteen years of
age;

c) where the applicant is a company, such company
shall be a company registered under the Companies
Act, 1956 and shall be subject to such conditions
relating to foreign direct investment as may be
decided by the Central Government;

d) the applicant shall not be an undischarged
insolvent;

e) the applicant shall not be a person of unsound mind
as declared by a-competent court;

f) the applicant shall not be convicted of any criminal
offence” .

Rule 11(3) of CTN Rules, 1994 prescribes, inter dia,
the financial strength of the applicant for grant of MSO
registration, without explicitly defining or quantifying it.
Further, Ministry has been granting MSO registration to
those applicants who have positive net-worth. Previously,
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videletter no. 2/31/2016- DAS Dated 16th May 2018, MIB
requested TRAI to give its recommendations on the
appropriate entry level net worth for the M SOs. In response,
the Authority in its Recommendations on Entry Level Net
worth requirement of Multi-system Operatorsin Cable TV
servicesdated 22nd July 2019 had recommended that there
is no necessity for fixation of a minimum entry level net
worth for MSO registration. As prevalent, any individual,
company, corporate firm, or LLP that fulfils provisions of
the CTN Rules, may be granted M SO registration. These
recommendations have been accepted by the government.

Initially, the MSO registration was issued for a
specific city or Town or a State or on a pan-India basis as
per the request of the applicant. However, vide circular dated
27th Jan 2017 (Annexure-l), the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (M1B) conveyed that all the MSOswitha
valid registration arefreeto operatein any part of the country.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA | MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
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BROADCAST
SEVA
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
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Text ° A °

HOME | ABOUT | SIGNIN | CONTACT | HELP

Keeping in view the Honorable PRIME MINISTER'S Initiative for "Ease of Doing Business”, "Digital india" and "Make in India”, the Broadcast Seva (BS)
portal provides a single point facility to the stakeholders to request for required permission, registrations, licences, etc. issued by the Ministry of

Information and Broadcasting for broadcast related activities.

Figure2: Broadcast Seva Portal for submitting applications

As per extant provisions, any individual, company,
corporate firm, or LLP that fulfils provisions of the CTN
Rules, may be granted M SO registration. MIB has devel oped
anew Broadcast Seva portal (Figure 2) for submitting the
applications online for MSO registration. The portal
providesasingle point facility to the stakehol dersto request
for required permission, registrations, licenses, etc. issued
by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for
broadcast related activities.
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For registration of MSO, the applicant isrequired to
make an applicationto MIB by logging on to the Broadcast
Sevaportal. Theeligibility criteria, entry requirements, and
list of documents are prescribed on the portal . Post scrutiny
of eligibility and documents, security clearancefrom MHA
is obtained before grant of the registration. The security
clearance provided by MHA to an entity, or its director(s)
has a limited validity of ten years from the date of initial
grant of security clearance or period of license permission,
whichever isearlier, asper MHA O.M. dated 25.06.2018.

As per the extant provision under the CTN Rules, an
MSO registration hasavalidity period of 10 years. Thereis
no provision for an extension or arenewal, implying that at
the end of the 10-year period of validity, the registration
expires. Whilethe Guidelinesmay besilent onthe provision
of an extension or a renewal, it could not possibly be the
intent of policy to effectively disallow existing service
providers from continuing business beyond the initial
registration period of 10 years. Starting a cable television
distribution business entails considerable investment of
resources. It would, therefore, be areasonable expectation
on the part of M SO licensees that, before the expiry of the
initial 10-year registration, they would apply for renewal/
extension of the existing registration so that they could
continue their business.

Further, it isimportant to note that such renewal/ re-
registration process has to be a time-bound activity as it
needs to be completed before the expiry of existing
registration. This is necessary as the existing service
providers have large number of consumers. Therefore, any
registered M SO should strive to apply for renewal at |east
few months before the expiry of registration. Furthermore,
in case an existing service provider has applied for renewal
and the decision of renewal is pending, then in the interest
of consumers, the service provisioning may be allowed to
continue on provisional basis.

GUIDELINES FOR RENEWAL OF
REGISTRATION FOR TELEVISION SERVICE
PROVIDERS OTHER THAN MSO

For deliberating on theissue of the period of existing
MSO registration and its renewal, it would be prudent to
review the relevant provisions, on the subject, that have
been made in other distribution platforms of the
broadcasting sector. It may be appropriate to mention here
that as per the guidelines for Provisioning of Internet
Protocol Television (IPTV) Servicesissued by Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting videitsletter No. 16/03/2006-
BP&L. Vol. 11l dated 08.09.2008, all telecom licensees/Cable
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Operators before providing IPTV will give aself-certified
declaration to 1&B, DoT and TRAI giving details such as
license/registration under which IPTV serviceisproposed.
No separateregistrationisrequired for provisioning of IPTV
services as per extant guidelines. However, the relevant
provision in vogue for renewal of the registration for other
distribution platform operators, along with the renewal
policy for the LCOsisdiscussed below:

(A) GUIDELINES FORLCOREGISTRATION

Any applicant who is desirous of providing cable
television network services as alocal cable operator with
digital addressable system needs to apply for registration
from theregistering authority as per the procedure detailed
below:

a. Application for registration as local cable operator
shall be made in writing in Form 1 as prescribed in
the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994.

b. The application shall be
addressed to the _
registering authority i.e.,
the Head Post Master of a
Head Post Office of the
area within whose
territorial jurisdiction the
office of the cable operator
is situated, and delivered
inhisofficein Form 1.

c. The application for
registration or renewal of
registration shall be
accompanied by

% a fee of Rs. five
hundred only; and

the requisite documents mentioned in Form 1
and an undertaking as in Form 2 prescribed in
the Cable Television Networks Rules 1994.

d. The application for issue of duplicate certificate of
registration shall be accompanied by

<+ afee of Rs. two hundred and fifty only; and

<+ the requisite documents mentioned in Form 1
prescribed in the Cable Television Networks
Rules 1994,

e. The amount of fee shall be deposited in the Head
Post Office where the application for registration or
renewal of registration or issue of duplicate
certificate of registration is being made.

o
<
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f.  LCOregistration may be renewed after every twelve
months

g. The applicant could be individual, association or
body of individuals, or a company registered under
the Companies Act.

Renewal termsand processfor the LCOs have been
kept identical totheinitial registration, intermsof igibility,
validity period and fee.

(B) DIRECT-TO-HOME (DTH)
REGISTRATION

The Government had issued “Guidelines for
Obtaining License for Providing Direct-to-Home (DTH)
Broadcasting Servicesin India” on 15th March 2001 which
marked the beginning of DTH servicesin India.

Period of licensefor DTH services:

The period of license for DTH
servicespreviously was 10 yearsfromthe
date of issue of wireless operational
license by Wireless planning and
Coordination Wing of Ministry of
Communications. MIB has subsequently
issued amendments to the guidelinesfor
obtaining licenses for providing DTH
servicesin Indiaon 30th December 2020.
The license period for DTH operations
has been increased from the existing
period of 10 years to 20 years from the
date of issue of wireless operational
license (WOL) by WPC and renewal by 10 yearsat atime.
While the amendments specify the annual licensefeealong
with other applicable fee payable by the DTH operators, no
separatefeefor renewal of DTH license has been prescribed
in the said amendments to the policy guidelines for DTH
broadcasting services.

(C) HEADEND-IN-THE SKY (HITS)

REGISTRATION

“Guiddinesfor Providing Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS)
Broadcasting Servicein India’ wereissued by MIB on 26th
November 2009. Theamendment to theguidelineswerelater
issued by MIB on 6th November 2020 through which M1B
has also permitted sharing of infrastructure by HITS
operators. The process for obtaining permission is similar
tothat of DTH services.

Period of Permission for HI T Sservices:
Permission for providing HITS servicewill bevalid
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for aperiod of 10 years from the date of issue of wireless
operational license (WOL) by Wireless planning and
Coordination Wing of Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology.
Whilethe mechanism for

HAIAd & e W U lAeq9e &9 801 aiied
VI AT (SHATA ) ST B &l qTird J 10 AT 30
3afer & o1 9 &0 |

Fafeh wrd ¥ &eH wEEOr qar

obtaining permission as
prescribed in the Guidelinesfor
Providing HITS Broadcasting
ServiceinIndiaissimilar to that
of DTH services, these
guidelines do not include an
express provision for extension/
renewal of permission period for
HITS services unlike the case

M & & g Eem-Feer §
Freifa saf o & & forg
o 20 FEE & WH F, 3
feomfaEsit # <ieiea Farsti & am
% [T T el @ g it
@ty % forar /Adie & fog
U 2 Y9 e 781 € | (J1
THAT ¥ 10 AT & [T T

of DTH services (which is
renewable by 10 yearsat atime).

As stated earlier, TRAI has taken note of the fact
that at present thereisno provision for renewal intheexisting
Guidelines for Registration for HITS services. Therefore,
thereisaneed to make appropriate provisionsfor extension
of license/permission period for HITS platform aswell, for
the sake of uniformity across al distribution platforms as
far as provision for renewal of registration/ permission/
license is concerned. The MIB Reference has sought the
recommendations of TRAI on specific aspects, as outlined
under paral.8(i) & (ii) inthe previouschapter, for extension
of the validity period of MSO registration including the
amount of processing fee. Hence, TRAI is of the view that
the issue of renewal provisions for HITS services need to
be taken up in a separate consultation paper, either on a
reference from MIB regarding this or on suo motu basis, as
expedient in the matter.

REGULATORY PROVISIONS

To enable the Indian broadcasting sector to realize
the gains of digitization, TRAI, after due consultation
process, published acomprehensive regulatory framework
for DAS on 03.03.2017. This framework comprised of the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017,
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Standards of Quality of Service and Consumer Protection
(Addressable Systems) Regulations, 2017 and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
(Eighth) (Addressable Systems) Tariff Order, 2017 for
providing broadcasting services. This framework was
notified in March 2017. However, it came into effect from
29.12.2018 after satisfying legal pronouncements. The
regulatory framework, by its design, has brought

ST T8 el T & b 215 A 39 a2 W e e
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transparency, non-discrimination and level playing field
among various players across the value chain. All
Distribution platform Operators(DTH/MSO/HITS/IPTV) are
required to ensure the compliance to these regul ations and
extant regulatory framework in general.

The New Regulatory framework, together with the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995/ Cable
Television Networks Rules, 1994 paved theway for evolution
of the cable television services from an unregulated,
unstructured sector to a structured, technology driven,
vibrant sector. The regulatory framework has nudged the
sector towardsanew structure, wherein al the stakeholders,
from content provider to distributor to end consumer,
operate in a transparent, trust-based ecosystem. On the
other hand, the CTN Act/ CTN Rules have been
continuously evolving to provide a simple registration
process for the MSOs and L COs and to enable a business
opportunity for the entrepreneurs without any deterrent
entry barriersto speak of.

Asmentioned earlier, thereare 1762 M SOswho have
been provided M SO registration by MIB up to March 2022.
Further, as per inputsfrom leading broadcasters, nearly 900
M SOs have active agreements with pay TV broadcasters.
However, thereisasignificant gap in reporting of compliance
by these M SOs despite continuous monitoring efforts by
TRAI. For instance, only 363 MSOs had undergone the
mandatory audit in 2021, citing miscellaneous reasons
including Covid situation. It is understood that similar
shortfallsare also being observed by the ministry regarding
compliance of the terms and conditions of the MSO
registration granted by MIB. Few smaller & medium MSOs
have either merged their operation or formed joint venture
(JV) with bigger M SOs having subscriber base more than
one lakh. However, the acquired M SOs have not reported
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the new status to TRAI or MIB. Apart from this, many of
MSOs who have been issued MSO registration by MIB
after 2017, areyet to comply with the provisionsof the CTN
Act/Rulesincluding the extant regulatory framework. M1B
has also issued an advisory dated 21.02.2022 for regular
updating of the subscriber base data on the Management
Information System (MIS) of the Ministry.

Pursuant to the said situation, it may be prudent for
the licensing authority to be satisfied with the compliance
of the MSOs with the terms and conditions of their
registration and the extant regulatory framework, prior to
permitting the extension of their services. In theinterest of
promoting ease of doing business, a hassle-free approach
may be adopted for such verification of compliances of
MSOs at the time of application for renewal of MSO
registration. It may be reasonable to include a provisionin
the CTN Act/Rules for the MSOs to report their status of
compliance with the extant regulatory framework to TRAI
or MIB, beforethey may be granted renewal of registration.
For the compliance monitoring purpose, TRAI hasidentified
key regulatory provisions, the list of which is enclosed as
Annexure I11. The stakeholders may examine the list and
provide their suggestions along with any modifications
proposed in the list of compliances to be considered
mandatory, prior to thegrant of renewal of M SO registration.
Further, it may be appropriate to highlight the list of
documents that may be necessary to be submitted at the
time of application for renewal of MSO registration to the
licensing authority for such verification of compliances.
TRAI welcomes suggestions for such list of documents
which may include, but may not be limited to, self-
certification by the MSOs regarding their status of
compliance, any NOC provided by TRAI/MIB/licensing
authority, audit reports etc. asthe case may be, aslong asit
isin tandem with ease of doing business in the television
distribution network.

For continuity and long-term planning of the
business, renewal of license/registration would be a basic
requirement/expectation of thelicensee. Further, the period
of renewal should neither betoo long nor too short. Inview
of this, it may be appropriate to incorporate, in the CTN
Act/ CTN Rules, a provision that indicates the period of
extension/renewal, relevant processing fee, as may be
applicable, and the procedure to be followed in future for
the extension/renewal of the MSO registration on their
expiry. The licensor should have the flexibility to modify
the terms and conditions for extension/renewal of the
registration. m
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TS &1 I T foran /A & g aed @l T
Il 9fRAT @l SR wYdl © | AEiaedl & 9 G &
fopam /AdiT & fou fam i adt @1 AeE B @
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An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.

=T %I gIAaT 4 Feaqor qe13i1

97 U% A Y
\ T % TG
| TR AT BT T I /BRGNS BT S TGS
37 S % fasrer |

MSOs NEED TO GEAR
UP TO NEW
CHALLENGES

" Recent moves by TRAI on renewal of
registration and test kit manuals for
SMS/CAS audits shows regulatory

resolve to keep cable distribution
industry on its toes."

A. MERGER OF ZEE MOVES AHEAD

In alate-night press release on July 29, 2022, Zeel
announced that it had received approval from the Bombay
Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange for its
proposed merger with Culver Max

THUES B Tl Al
% T TR @ @ e

‘gauaea /digey gifse & frg gofimto
3R 2R fae Ao @ TdHT W I1E B
giferaT #qq BT faawor SET &t 9
Sl & IR W @+ & g f[ams @
gaeq @ gofar &1’

T. St @ foeg g r
29 JAIE 2022 &1 <7 7T &I YN [E §, S255ud
T =T # 30 Heal HeW Ueted e Uigae fafies
(9@ % |t Read Yeas §RaT) & T19 g faam &
o0 a 2 Ueee 3 9N =2idh TR

Entertainment PrivateLimited (formerly Sony
PicturesNetworks|ndia). The approval from
the stock exchanges marks a firm and positive
step in the overall merger approval process,"
it said. It added that the permissions permit Zeel
to proceed with the next steps in the overall
merger process.

Asiswell known, thisisthemost critical
approval required in corporate mergers. Zeel has
already applied to the Competition Commission
of Indiafor permission and will shortly moveto the National
Company Law Tribunal for the formal go-ahead.
Simultaneously, Zeel will also apply to the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting to record its various
downlinking and uplinking permissions, apart from seeking
new national security clearance for its Managing Director
Mr Puneet Goenka and other Independent and Non-
Executive Directors on the new merged Sony board. The
common expectation isthat the current Sony Head, Mr N.P.
Singh will be the new Chairman of the merged setup.

The press release issued by Zeel shows that SEBI/
BSE/NSE has given a detailed series of non-adversarial

SONY

PICTURES
NETWORKS

[ oLt e AT % | e Wt A Hepdl T e
| AR giRa § UF gE AR FHITEE FeH © |3
ofeka # ST GO & AW A Fg A
e
Srnfep mdfefed & o @nive famg § oz 79w
TEAY SAE SE9Td ¢ | Tes8qd T U ol
FHEA & [0 AR gforeqdl ST & 9
e fhar B AN Aee & Ao B F 3 9ed & g
TS B B ARSI & G G | 3896 1
2 S=EEUA T A 99 Mevi A1 g e A o
AT T W-dEHNT Fegdl & Y 99 @ 6T T A
aqE O A T Tl Aol AN & ST SO e
TSR A SATATHT AT Bl RbiS &2 & g Jam
AT GANN AT & e e 97 B | A 3792 92 ©
fop AR & Fioer W o1 TG Riw faee R T desm &
T e 2 |

Jed3ud g7 AT U faehid A 9dr g@dr & 6
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observations for compliance. To that extent, the path is
now clear for the merger to take effect, hopefully in another
six months. Some key observations are:

€ "Company shall disclose all details of ongoing
adjudication & recovery proceedings, prosecution
initiated, and all other enforcement action taken, if
any, against the Company, its promoters, and
directors, before Hon'ble NCLT and shareholders,
while seeking approval of the scheme.

€ "Company shall ensure that the financials in the
schemeincluding financials considered for valuation
report are not for a period more than six months
old."

¢ "Company shall ensure that
all details submitted with
SEBI are also incorporated
in the explanatory statement
accompanying resolution to
be passed sent to the
shareholders while seeking
approval of the scheme, inter
alia, including the
following:

a. Detailed rationale behind sub-division, rights
issue, bonus issue and preferential allotment

b. List of names and shareholding of promoters of
post-scheme SPNI

c. Details of non-compete agreements, parties
thereto, consideration involved, source and
mode of payment, utilisation of fee for
subscription to SPNI shares, etc.

€ "The entities involved in the Scheme to ensure that
the scheme does not impact any pending proceedings
(including the pending cause of actions) for
enforcement or those that are in the pipeline against
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited (whether
pending on the appointed date or which may be
instituted any time in the future) shall not abate, be
discontinued or in any way prejudicially affected by
reason of the amalgamation of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Limited or anything contained in the
scheme, but the proceedings shall continue and any
prosecution shall be enforced by or against Sony
PicturesNetworks|ndia Private Limited in thesame
manner and to the same extent as would or might

NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL

741 /&0 [T | ST & fog IR-afcea o ar
% fgd g &1 % |39E B 6 T B8 TeM & it
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@ T fadiE ARd e 7 g o8 qém g st
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& FUH I8 FEEd & @ dar
@ GFT ST [ T AT faErr 9
I & SFAIET @ AT BT T
IATEIRH B G A T G &
AT ATEHE [Fa7o § 9nfier fad
T E, 3 ardl @ AarEr HEfead
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Q. Ag-I3faar, 71527 399, A 399 AT TAIET aeT
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. gt & S5 gHTTeTE & gAied & A
T SrEnRar @ g
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& JIT 4 e T 98 ghiad & & g
QIS ga % forg fdt | @fad et (@rarE &
Al BT AfRT) F THIEAT TR FHA & AT AT At
TeeTHE USYTEAT [eifies & e wgqensT 7
& (ar faa fafr 7 @faa & ar ar gfaer § e 9
79 ZIfIe far 5 @%ar 2) St geveTie Qerurgaret
fifes a1 gier 4 [T G O 9T & 79 &
HITI] FAT, G2 AT [BH1 4 778 H Gliged & 7 T
B @R fopar @ ar ait R deawd siEar
giEae fifiRs & faems 34 @i 4 377 3 &2 d@
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have been continued, prosecuted and enforced by or
against Zee Entertainment EnterprisesLimited asif
the scheme had not been implemented.”

Mr Ketan Dald, Managing Director, K atalyst Advisors,
saidinanarticlein Economic Timeson 08.05.22 that
merger transactions happen primarily due to the
economies of scale, cost rationalisation and other
synergies. However, there are significant challenges
too - cultural integration, promoters with different
mindsets and, of course, the process itself. On the
Zee-Sony merger, he makes significant observations:

% Inthe Zee-Sony situation, Zee, a
listed entity, is merging into an
unlisted entity, Sony Pictures
Networks (Sony). Itisa complex
transaction, and the net result is
intended to translate into 51%
shareholding by the Sony Group,
4% holding by the Essel Group,
and the balance being public
shareholding.

The merger includes shareholder
and management agreements
between Sony and Essel, the continuation of Zee's
managing director as MD of the merged entity,
and non-compete payments of significant
amounts to Essel Group.

«» The combined entity will create India's second-
largest entertainment channel by revenue in
terms of business synergies. It will have 75
television channels, two video-streaming
services, two film studios and film content.

< The fact that two entities with totally different
cultures, one a promoter-driven entity and the
other a multinational company (MNC), have
agreed to get together is a telling commentary
on the business challenges. But it also underlined
the opportunities that can be exploited.

KD

o

COMMENT:

Thismerger istruly a turning point in the current

decade's broadcast and online media evolution. Zee
mergesinto Sony but will hopefully retain its pan-Indian
and regional content.

It also offers a dignified exit to the remarkable

pioneering spirit of the Essel-Goenka group. Sill, it
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ensures continuity by ensuring that, at least for thetime
being, the dynamic Mr Puneet Goenka stays on as
Managing Director.

As Mr Dalal points out, the merger of the two
entities is of two different cultures but the coming
together also ensuressurvival for Sony TV against robust
competition from Disney Sar. The merger is good news
for the millions of tv viewersand OTT subscribers.

Interestingly enough, the merged Sony Company
will not have a default distribution network but will
rely on compelling content and innovative marketing
to surviveinthefuture. Zee could have offered Siticable,
which even today is the second largest Multi System
Operator in the country with over 77 lakh subscribers.
Sill, it is facing liquidity and bankruptcy challenges
in the NCLT.

This writer wishes the best for the new Merged
Co.

B. MSO REGISTRATION
RENEWAL CONSULTATION
THROWS UP DISTURBING
DATA

In arecent Consultation Paper dated July 20, 2022,
issued by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
on the renewal of registration for Multi System Operators
(MSOs), many interesting observations have been made
which should make the Industry wake up to certain
disturbing realities highlighted by the Regulator.

Key observations are:

@ ‘Asper Industry reports, Indiahasthe second largest
pay-tv market in the world in terms of subscribers
after China, with 197 million TV householdsgrowing
at 7.5% YoY.Paral.3

€ MSOs stand at the middle point in the hierarchy of
the cable services sector between the Broadcasters
on one side and Local Cable Operators on the other.’
Paral.4.

€ ‘MIB,initsreferencedated 07.02.2022, has requested
TRAI under Section 11(1)(a)(ii) of the TRAI Act 1997
to giveitsrecommendations on the following aspects
of therenewal of MSO registrations:

Hb [Tl JHIIFT BT & (@, &4 4 %7 %5 799 & [77
Tiersiier 4l GHIe T 9qe [a9® & B9 4 ad & |

ST AT God aard £ [ & 7w @7 fAad &
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fewam arT 9z 2 & faag @ T & B
f2wie faaor Jeas &1 &, @i Gfaed § ST &7 &
fera #wirEs ArEdr 7T T4 BT 97 YT B |5, e
HAT Bl YIHIT BT THAT 9T AT AT G 77 TF T 3%
TEHI & AT FIT F FT AqT F2T ALl T et
& IfeT 4 77 GrHigadl 7 fodiT 3 farteraraT g
BT AT &7 7@ E |

Tz @ T4 T BT T B B g SHEHA ST
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. THUHSAT YSIHTUT FeiHo qIHst,
RAF A qA b I BT §
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7 1.3
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(i) Asthereisno provision for renewal inthe CTN
Act, whether a provision relating to the renewal
of MSO registration after every ten years be
inserted in the Rules.

(ii) Rule 11 A of CTN Rules, 1994, prescribe a
processing feeof Rs. OneL akh isto be submitted
with the application for MSO registration. The
processing fee to be charged for such renewal,
which shall also be inserted in the Rules, may
also beadvised.” Para 1.8.

‘TRALI is of the view that to
maintain uniformity amongst
distribution platforms; the
policy guidelines should also
haveaprovisionfor renewal for
HITSservices’ Paral.9. TRAI

‘Registration of MSOs
progressed in consonance with
the phase-wise implementation
of DAS. The number of
registered MSOs has steadily increased from 29 in
201210 1451 by 2017. The new Regulatory Framework
also provided further growth. (Current figure as per
MIB data quoted by TRAI is 1762 (March 2022)’
Para2.1.

‘Starting a cable television distribution business
entails a considerable investment of resources. It
would, therefore, be areasonable expectation on the
part of MSO licensees that, before the expiry of the
initial 10-year registration, they would apply for
renewal/ extension of the existing registration so that
they could continue their business. Para 2.12.

‘Asmentioned, thereare 1762 M SOswho have been
provided M SO registration by MIB up to M ar ch 2022.
Further, as per inputs from leading broadcasters,
nearly 900 M SOs have active agreements with pay
TV broadcasters. However, thereisasignificant gap
in reporting compliance by these MSOs despite
continuous monitoring efforts by TRAI. Para 2.26

For instance, only 363 M SOs had undergone the
mandatory audit in 2021, citing miscellaneous
reasons, including the Covid situation. It is
understood that similar shortfalls are also observed
by the Ministry regarding compliance with the terms
and conditions of the MSO registration granted by
MIB." Para?2.26.

{15/150 9001-2008 Certified Organisation)
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¢ ‘Few smaller & medium MSOs have merged their

operations or formed ajoint venture (JV) with bigger
MSOs having more than one lakh subscriber base.
However, the acquired M SOs have not reported the
new statusto TRAI or MIB.” Para 2.26

€ ‘Apart from this, many of the MSOs whom MIB has
issued M SO registration after 2017 are yet to comply
with the provisions of the CTN Act/Rules, including
the extant regulatory framework. M1B hasalso issued
an advisory dated 21.02.2022 for regularly updating
the Ministry’s subscriber base data on the
Management Information System
(M19). Para2.26

€ ‘Pursuant to the said situation, it may
be prudent for the licensing authority
to be satisfied with the compliance of
the MSOs with the terms and
conditions of their registration and the
extant regulatory framework prior to
permitting the extension of their
services.’ Para2.27

€ ‘It may be reasonable to include a
provisioninthe CTN Act/Rulesfor the
MSOs to report their status of compliance with the
extant regulatory framework to TRAI or MIB before
they may be granted renewal of registration. TRAI
has identified key regulatory provisions for
compliance monitoring purposes, thelist (is) enclosed
asAnnexurelll. Para2.27

COMMENT:

& Every Consultation Paper issued by TRAI in the

recent past on the Electronic Media Scenario
always throws up a feast of data which helps us to
understand the evolution of this Industry with
greater clarity helping it to plan its future with
greater certainty.

This Consultation Paper isrelatively short but offers
a contemporary insight into an industry which
serves over 75 million households and continues to
be the most cost-effective means of providing high-
quality television signals at an average price of
less than Rs. 1 per channel.

Though there has been an exponential number of
MSOs from 29 in 2012 as per TRAI estimate (this
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figure appears to be incorrect) to 1762 in March
2022 as per MIB data, it is surprising that only
900 MSOs as per TRAI have active pay channel
agreements with Broadcasters.

This means 862 MSOs are inactive/wound up or
merged with larger MSOs. Thisisnot a very healthy
indicator for the future of the MSO industry.

Another telling statistic, as per TRAI, is that only
363 active MSOs underwent mandatory audit in
2021, citing COVID restraints. MIB is also not
getting compliance reports on the terms and
conditions of registration.

This non-compliance can only increase the distrust
between Broadcasters and MSOs, which has been
endemic in the past 27 years since MSOs started
their services.

Keeping this disturbing data in mind, TRAI has
proposed a statusreport on regulatory compliances
in Annexure |1l to the Consultation Paper in a
detailed list of 18 queries on its 2017 Regulations.

While this writer does not expect any serious non-
compliance by the top 15 MSOs, (who together are
stated to monopolise 78% as per 2019 TRAI data),
it isa matter of deep concern whether the balance
of 885 (out of 900 active MSOs) are compliant or
are working towards it.

Another deep concern for this writer is that there
appear to be more than 860 non-active MSOsiif the
arithmetic cited by TRAI iscorrect. Thisisnot good
news for the MSO industry, which has existed for
the past 27 years.

This data could well explain why the number of
cable subscribers has decreased heavily in the past
few years and mor e so since theimpact of lockdown
in the past two years.

While TRAI has proposed that compliance to the
proposed queries in Annexure |11 be provided to
MIB when seeking renewal of registration, this
writer feels that an annual compliance report by
MSOs should be sent mandatorily to MIB in June of
every year. This would perhaps ensure better
compliance with regulatory and registration norms,
at least by the active MSOs.
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C. WILL TRAI TEST GUIDES
FOR CAS/SMS POSE
FRESH CHALLENGES FOR
CABLE INDUSTRY?

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
released guidelines for the testing and certification of the
conditional access system (CAS) and the subscriber
management system (SMS) for the broadcasting sector on
June15, 2022, inthe presence of TRAI Chairmanand MIB
Secretary and Secretary Department of Telecommunications.

TRAI had notified the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems) (Third Amendment)
Regulations, 2021, on June 11, 2021, by
incorporating new Regulation 4A and
Schedule-1X in the Interconnection
Regulations, 2017, seeking to address
“various issues arising out of the
deployment of non-standard CAS and SMS
intelevision broadcasting sector”. TRAI further designated
Telecommunication Engineering Centre(TEC) DoT asthe
Testing and Certification Agency for CAS and SM S used
for Broadcasting and Cable TV servicesas per order dated
21-09-2021.

Unfortunately, the rel ease function degenerated into
a cable industry bashing session when the media quoted
the | and B Secretary, Mr Apurva Chandra, stating that “it
has been a common refrain from the
broadcasters that the MSOs and LCOs
bypass the CAS and SMS. And that is
why there is an issue with regard to the
reporting of the number of customers,
diversions, and piracy,” he said.”
Hopefully, with these CAS and SMStest
procedures now being notified, these
things will be taken care of,” he added.
He further added that the “release of the
CAS and SMS testing procedures would bring “ more
transparency” to the broadcasting sector’s entire value
chain”.

DoT secretary Mr Rajaraman said the “standards
are very important. They define what a consumer needs to
get in terms of quality of service. In a good market,
consumer rights have to be protected”.

TRAI Chairman Mr Vaghela said the release of the
Test Guide Document “isanimportant step inimplementing
the requirements specified under Schedule-1X

HqeHg U
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

#. F diuee /vaeree & g g 2w
TS, daw TET & Rig A gARE
T BT

AT gTAaT Fame qe (21%) 7 15 S 2022
F 2 & AFF AN TINEA & Ad 9 AR 9 &
ARg ol TURATT § TR & & [0 B wRe e
(Frawm ) & wie A7 WOE & fog s Jrr e |

7% 7 qEER (TR SR dad) Y1 detminH
(c3daw Rrew) (dfre deiteq) fafam 2021 @1 11
ST 2021 % FTEAHRM T[AIH, 2017 § T T
4T 37 ISgW-9 @ A & Swliee
TETOT & § A AU AT THUAUA
T 3 I B AT fafeeT 92 @1 sferfad
fopam o1 1218 9 & 21.09.2021 & TS
% AT qREEAR AT &g (3F
#) =fz @1 diquE A7 ER AR sad
et Faelit & foT SwEE R T 9 QH@ITE & forg
THE HT GAUHE TSl & #9 A1 (6T |

U § RIS FRIE UF dad 8N &l B ard T3
¥ ge@ TN, TG A=A 7 IE U2 41 qag A qd 961 @
3gd F TC @1 (% TG @ I8 AN WA el ® &
THTHET 3 AT A0CH F THUATH &1 aF9H &7 & | SeH
Fel {6 ‘ST T2 @R % {6 e @
Hae § Uh FEAT % | T A8 A e o
f6 ‘Teie ¥ 5 39 Auma A oA
QAT UieRATE @ 31a st fear o
e ¥, AT IAH I Al & S T
10 | WG | i 7 SRR T Lo BT
THUHUA Y0 AT @ A &I A
TAT &5 1 A e e § Caatae qrefifar smrtr |

AT faWM & At 1 TR 7 @21 ANE a8
Teaqy ¥ |F uRWfud &7d 2 6 Jar & e & dae #
TUHIE BT T I B &l DA © | Td 3@ Tl §
ST & ATIRET @l T8l &l AT a1 |

7E & AT AT A | HEl [ S MES S
AT FHAT AOUA AT TITIUA & daAidl I & (g
FPTE-9 (2017 & FEHi § HIMEF & WM e ) & ded
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(incor porated through an amendment in 2017 regul ations) |
for technical compliance of CASand SMS’. Therollout of

thetesting and certification of the CASand the
SMSwill achievethedesired benefits“ such as
better content security, factual reporting of the
subscriber base, reduced revenue loss,
eventually leading to improved consumer
experience,” he added.

The two manuals are very
comprehensive in their scope and intent. The
CASManual hastwo distinct features:

8@ Conditional Access System Mandatory

WA @HAR

INDIA TELECOM

fAfdte STasaaarsi &1 @1 &7 § Uk Teayo %A © | Hued
HT TAUHUH & WA AT YA & T S T aied ard

T 2R, ST Je AT gTaT, Tedh ATEW @
T (Ui, 0 i § &4, 3iade e
SO ST @ AT o A

31 Fgemae 379 ST AT GO agd AT
% | diqug ¥ga # a1 fafore fydman ¥

T, FHId U e ARar sravadsdr
(11.06.2021 &1 215 =T AT Y-
9 % IAV)

Requirements (as per Schedule-1X notified by TRAI qr. BT TFHT I AiwHE ATavdEdard
on 11-06-2021) (11.06.2021 &1 1% EFT AT ATIH-9
b. Conditional Access System Desirable Requirements % AT
The mandatory requirements for the CAS system | 1Hard st/ 9nfie 2, FH 31 & Frer-Ar eferiad fadmar
have various mandatory checkswhich, among others, cover | oy S
featureslike: . - N
o L & UfRdyH /Zi-ufaedeH
€ Activation/ Deactivation. . / N
€ SMS/CASintegration. DS
. ¢ TEEE FAmE
¢ STB Operation. * S
€ Channel Addition. . o
& LCN Number. . WII ﬁ:i:
¢ CASReports. %‘c’lﬂ?{ N
® CASDatabase/Tables, ¢ gy S /e
¢ CASLogs. & e A .
€ CAS-STBAddressability. ¢ Efﬁzg'l\ i\;' SRS
@ Provision of A LaCarte Channels. M A=le o
€ Fingerprinting measures. Covert and Overt. ¢ o ST | e |
¢ Firewall Access. ¢ . E ,l .
& De-entitlement of STB. ¢ Bl S-U |
The mandatory requirements for the Subscriber FHPET Heore R % forq e sasasans
Management System also have mandatory aspects, include | & e we off - nfier =-
€ Synchronisation of the data of both CASand SMS. & TUUT 37 UHUAUH ST & 321 A TRy |
4 Channel/ Bouguet management. ¢ T /T FHE
& Network Capacity Fee (NCF) Policy Crestion: & TT% &l o (THEG) it s
€ Bill/ Invoice Generation. * %m/%n?rn:[ EEIGI
@ Password Policy Creation for Users: & THENHA & o0 qmEs Sifd F=Er
€ Management of Logs: & @ @ UgUd
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L 2K R K R 2

Channel subscription report
SMS Database and tables.
Firewall Access:
STB-VCpairing:

SMS-STB addressability.

COMMENT

*

This writer finds it very strange that despite the
enormous lead taken by the entire Cable Industry
in pioneering an information digital super highway
without a single rupee’s incentive from the
Governments of the past 25 years or the
Broadcasters who have enormously benefited from
the vast cable network created by the hard work of
Last Mile Operators and Multi System Operators,
the ostensible reason for the issue of new Test Kit
Manuals by TRAI is to halt “ bypassing of CAS/
SMSbyLMOsand MSOs.”

A careful study of the two manuals shows that
functionally active MSOs with pay channel
contractswill not face much problemin compliance
whenever TEC-approved testing agencies are
appointed. Smaller MSOs still operationalising
their registrationswill naturally need toinstal CASY
SMIS systems compliant with the new Manuals.

With the mandate of the new regime, more focus will
haveto be given by MSOs and LMOsto these aspects
of technical compliance. The Industry bodies will
need to help their members by bringing in a self-
compliance audit mechanism.

Onefinal suggestion by thiswriter isthat the Cable
Associations and the MSO Bodies should combine
their persuasive skills in Ministry and regulatory
dialogue and public forums to ensure that such a
negative picture of the Industry is never painted
again by senior Government officials.

¢ Tq qEtEwH R

¢ THUAUA T2EF AN 2ad

& EETEE TR

& TG e

& TAUHUA-UASE! USATdferer

fecafbrat

& 37 @TF I I8 dgd A @il & [ g7 Haer SErT
57T fUser 25 auf & W& § 0% 599 & AR &
far u# qaar Rfsea gur &@q &1 dga &0 &
FEAgE A1 [ A H AAEE AT B T
ATTIEH FT HET H&7T 7 FHET AT 129, 205 ST T
&7 e AT T HTH F WL FR TAGTAT T
TATHAT BT AT /THTICH & G5 BT & [

& & [FHET % AFEEYEE FEAIT T 9Ar godl & (&
Fq q ZIFH-SgHIfeT e Gl @ g at
At B, G T FT ST B AT FAAE B T AT
THQHAT BT ST 4 eI T %1 AT T6T BT
US| B THUAST STl 4T 3797 GAIBIT B FaTAT
FT Z &, 3% @raias ®9 7 79 [EEael & F3Ed
TG /THTITH (72 #21d 7 T ATa9aadl 2 |

& T I & AR & AE ARAB AT & 3T
TEGSH 9T THQAA ST TAQHAT BT A% ST T
&R | TEIIT (BTl &7 Qb #-37aTe ol G
AT YT HEHT F TaT HIH B HAFSF%AT &1 |
A q@l § 3T U7 FHISTT B AT qNRT Al T8
Fhlvad &1 7% (@ FErT &1 GHl FaRTH% aw=T are
BT AFIRAT ZRT [T F FHHT [ET F81 I A1 |
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D. NEW TELECOM LAW IN
OFFING - NONE FOR
CONVERGENT MEDIA?

On July 23, 2022, the Department of
Telecommunications (DOT) rel eased a Consultation Paper
on the need for a new legal framework governing the
telecommunication sector in India.

At present, three laws govern the Indian
Telecommunication Industry.

€ Thelndian Telegraph Act of 1885
€ Thelndian WirelessTelegraphy Act of 1933 and

€ TheTelegraph Wires(Unlawful Possession) Act of
1950.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONSULTATION PAPER

€ Thenumber of telecomsubscribersin India has grown
from1.5Cr in 1997 to more
than 117 Cr today. This
represents a phenomenal
19% CAGR over 25 years.
India is today the second
largest telecom market in
theworld. Para 3.

.:‘

€ The emergence of new technologies such as 5G, the
Internet of Things, etc., offers many opportunities to
transform the lives of millions of Indians. It is
important to have a modern and future-ready legal
framework which addresses the realities of
telecommunication in 21st century India. ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ is an opportune time for
reimagining India’s telecommunication legal
framework. Para6.

€ India needs a new law that is clear, precise, and
attuned to the sector 'srealitiesto realise the potential
of telecommunication. Para 6.

€ A new telecommunication law needs to establish an
enabling future-ready framework for developing the
telecommunication sector and deploying new
technologies. Such a law must consolidate the
existing laws governing the telecommunication
sector while keeping global best practices in view.
For this, a careful review of laws and best practices
in other jurisdictions will also be needed. Para 7.

REER fumr
DEPARTMENT OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Sl. 91 QEAR BMA AW A 3-Haie
difsar & g g8 W Ti7
23 JAlE 2022 H FHAW fowm (S)e) T wrd §
TTHAT & ! AR &7 Tl U T4 Il &l 3asdddl
T T T AT o |
A H, T FFA ARG AR I8 & FEET
&2 |
¢ ORdE e At 1885
¢ 1933 FT WG qEAAEY SHTTH AR A
¢ T % g (REEr Fe) St 1950

w9 @ g fasivans

& YRT 7 FHAR TEFH F AET 1997 F 1.5 T T
FEHT AT 117 FUT T A% & T 2|77 25 a9l 7

U Sqagd 19% HIGHAIHT BT

ffATera B7aT & | 9T ST g

# AT qIH FST 7T a7

28T 31
T TEABT F I3 @E WA % AT B TEA B
FE T G AT & | T YHE AT 9T & g
T @I Gra EFT FE@qYl & I 213 ol & HId 4
g FT AAlEAT B AdT Hrar & | et
BT ST eI YT & gAAT BT T H T A
TR F % IUgFT T 2 /W 6

& YRT B TF T FHT B TA & A GTHAT Fl &I
F B &7 & foq U 72, #2ld ST T Bl
ArAAHAA & HG%T & | R 6

® 0% T8 AR T F AN G & [AHE AT
T TN BT @] HH & [ U Far 9l & g
T @ra B =T H B SAAFRA & 13T TE &
P B J193% FATT T3 BT <77 4 7790 g9 Z7ar
A FI AT BT aRT JgET Bl B FHHT BT
AR |39% forg s &aTEnT 4 FgE S AdT
P07 e o 1 e e A M e e T
& 7
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€ Comprehensibility of law for citizensis a desirable

goal. Any new Telecommunication Law needs to be
drafted in plain and straightforward language so
that any citizen, who is reasonably aware of the
telecommunication sector, can understand the
contents of the Bill. Para 8.

There have been rapid advances in
telecommunication technology and the
corresponding proliferation of licenses,
registrations, authorisations, permissionsetc., in the
telecommunication sector. The exclusive privilege
of the Government to do things necessary in the
context of telecommunication to provide
telecommunication services, and
establish and maintain
telecommunication networks and
infrastructure, is well recognised
under the laws of various
jurisdictions. A new law needs to
build upon thisframework. Para 10.

To enableinvestments, thenew law |
should also provide the framework
for various players in the telecom
value chain like service providers,
infrastructure providers, RoW
providersetc. Para 13.

Currently, spectrum assignment is
done through a combination of
policies and court orders. A new
law must bring regulatory clarity and lay down a
specific legal framework. Para 15.

A new law must provide a robust regulatory
framework to obtain Right of Way uniform, non-
discriminatory for establishing telecommunication
infrastructure. Such a law also needs provisions to
create an effective dispute resolution framework for
Right of Way. Para 19.

In line with the vision of the PM Gati Shakti
initiative, the new framework needs to incorporate
provisionsfor establishing common ductsand cable
corridors in infrastructure projects to ensure the
integrated development of infrastructure. Para 20.

With aviewto simplifying theframework for mergers,
demergers and acquisitions, or other forms of
restructuring, a new law needs to allow for any
licensee or registered entity to comply with the

& TRF % fo7g BT Bt FETIA TF ASAT 7L

2 1%5 797 QAR BT B T A7 A arr §
T 58 A @1 T B il B Hf ArRE, dr
GTHAT G 4 A% &, [aeas @ qrri & 77 7% |
g7 8

grar a@iisdl 4 dot & I 55 2 S Zar T
TA g3 & | AT HA UaT & AR ZHAN 42q%
GIHAN & HaW 4 Ha99% Il Hl B @ 77 FHT T
frsry Rrsroferar, fafi= =ramar @ dzd st
TE F AT 9T 2139 g1 9 U% A4
BT T B T £/ HT 10

& 39 @1 75w @ % o, T BT
F ZTHAR e GG & fafy frezar
SE #aT GEAIs, giaTar grar garans,
T T | T 13

& T H, TFH Sfded Hifadl 3T
ST HEIT & FATT & ATFH T (AT
AT 1 TF T B B e meedr
@l Y JHT U [t g erar d@n
#7115

® 0% TI FIT B GEAR FqEEAT
F =9 % [o1Q e 3w d I FH & g @
TAgA fam® erar 937 # d1eT 13T ' B
FrT &I UGS 3% q & [o17 g qurd faare Frer
grar daT & P fog grEaer @ rasasdar 2
¥ 19

gy 7A@ T T 8T F SR F HTE,
g @1 & Gigd (9@ @ JHEd & & g
BIRSI BT 79T & Tl B AT BT & forg 79
gra @ sravaEar & [ 20

ferera, et ST aftrTswr ar gAmed &
&1 & @19 & A T @ fog T 79 B9 H BT 4
AL a1 GAIBd 3B B B SARHT, 2013
& T&d Y @I Tl GTed & forq FITr & ST
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scheme for restructuring as provided under the
CompaniesAct, 2013, and informthe Department of
Telecommunications, as required. Para 21.

A B Al & ST fauET & grEar far &
SHASTHATAT. GAT B BT ATTH & [T 21
a1 # (AT a7 ST died #d g grHan T

€ Anewlaw needsto addressinsolvency-related issues R . . . 3 . -
in the telecom sector, focusing on continuity of qaeh gar @l Ha?f%l\F(r\W ?# e o 7
service. There is a need to ensure that insolvency B Bl SAAAHA & | T8 Grfe a5y Bl SFSTH]
proceedings should not lead to suspension or & fo5 e @refarst & @&ror wzA A /qifiET/
termination of the license/authorisation/assignment AR FT FdaT a1 FfT aq a% T8 & @iRe
aslong as: —
(@ telecommunication services continue to be . . 5
orovided, and (v) gram e TET HTAT A E, 3???‘ |
(b) thereisno defaultin payment of duesin relation (aﬁ) 2 isi 1277 ke A: » 713'&77:73?7 e
to the telecom license or spectrum use. This & YA PIE g TE & | FA1 Bl e S
crucial balance between continuity of service AT [l @I 74 & dr 37 F8@Y0l AqerT &l
and safeguarding public interests needs to be UF T @ & ded A9 & & Twd 2
addressed under a new framework. Para 22. ¥ 22 '
€ The new framework also needs to consider ways to ) . ,
overhaul the current Universal Service Obligation T g F GEAR [ I # 2 SHAr
Fund with the wider concept of a % T A Qe §ar SR BT F AaTE
“ Telecommunication Development Fund” . Thiscan FTT & afEl T o & @ Aavasar & ag
address the larger public purpose of ensuring : \C : 5 R . A~ o
delivery of universal telecommunication service to 97 STt et i - . gw.d/( 7 & Feca
underserved rural and urban areas, research and Frfoad &7, T Al & AT T G T
developing new technologies, and promoting TS 3T g afafefear @ agrEar a7 & as
employment and training activities. This can enable ArAE T2 T AT BT T E | TE TEE &
the growth of indigenous companiesin the technology 8 7w Faf 3 B I —— 2
space. Para 24. 3 7
q 24
@ Penalties should be proportionate to offences. With . ) . .
this in view, a new law needs to consolidate and 38 STl % AYUIT 4 &M qNEY |34 A 4 7T 54
update the various provisions on penalties and % T4 BT P 2= 3T JYITET g7 AT grgEEr
offences. Para 25. Fifehe ST TR B @ HEIHA £ A 25
€ A new law needs to have appropriate provisions for - . o Raf:
addressing situations of public emergency and safety = =rfr aﬂf[:r il A1 g@ Cal
and for taking measures in the interests of national [Perforal 1 Adiferd &7+ A7 TEE GTEl & [Rd 4 39
security. Para 26. e M2 L 2 s L2 M O L R | 2 R e | O
€ Such alaw must provide an enabling framework for ¥ 26
the Central Government to prescribe relevant A s . ~
standards for telecommunication equipment, E?T‘FR?»’ i ,j[ i 5‘[\ o n s EZQ\ @E’TW’
telecommunication services, telecommunication &Il 7edd 7 &I greel erd & forg gt
network, and telecommunication infrastructure. Para A1 Bl [T &7 @ T &8 THT & g 0@ 720
27 grar gaT HAT aIRy A 27
€ The aim is to ensure public safety. This is crucial H TE9T AT 77aT gl'v?/?dd 7T ?/gw’w
given the widespread use of telecommunications for £ - WOPNS £ A ‘ B
education, entertainment, telemedicine, or <re, T j ! a g: JEET & 9
facilitating e-mandis. Para 27. SYGNT @I 37T EQ 98 HEAqU & /U 27
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COMMENT
€ The decision to start formulation of a new

Telecommunication Bill isvery welcome. Thiswriter
does find it odd that in an era of unmistakable
convergence, the exercise is limited to the
Telecommunication Sector.

It may be noted that till today influential
Broadcasters have escaped the rigours of formal
regulation. Further, the Cable Act 1995 is
completely outdated.

There are reports of revamping the Information
Technology Act keeping in mind that some critics
feel that IT Rules 2021 go beyond the intent and
objective of the principal Act.

While the role of Telecommunications in the
entertainment industry is mentioned in passing, it
is disturbing for thiswriter to note that there is no
desire of the Gover nment to revive the Convergence
Commission of India Act of 2001, which never got
passed by Parliament.

Briefly, this Act was meant to “ promote, facilitate,
and develop the carriage of carriage and content
of communications including broadcasting,
telecommunication and multimedia in an orderly
manner.” If passed, the Bill would have led to the
abolition of powerful key ministries, regulating and
streamlining the regulatory climate. Thisis not in
consideration today, 20 years after a draft
Convergence Act was formulated.

The last date for submission of suggestions for the
consultation paper is August 25, 2022. Hopefully,
the established MSO and Cable Associations will
respond to the issues raised in the paper. There are
many issues like ROW and Merger and
Amalgamation simplification, which can have a
meaningful impact on the electronic media industry.

RACE FOR 5G BEGINS
WITH SPECTRUM
AUCTION

In June 2022, Ericsson rel eased its monthly mobility

report. In avery upbeat forecast for India, Ericsson stated:

€ “InIndia, mobilebroadband isthe foundation onwhich

feoafera

5.

v aga @ 4 & | 39 @ % # 98 AN @
& o orge® &9 & g 4 T8 T gHAN & %
& HifT 2 |

TZ S (347 T 7% & [a6 3T d% THIFITeT T9R%
Sraaniia [T @ #erdr 7 aq T & |137% S
BT AT 1995 T A& T GHr & |

qaT el AT 4 AT @ T E & 75
HAEE] BT T & & ST 79 2021 T A7
& I ST T T W E

Fafd FHIAT SET § gEar B GHsr B It T
qIRd &1 & [ 7T 2, 39 @ % @ fotq J7 q 7T
QI B T & fab BT BT BIE 3967 TEl & [ aw
YT & Fed1d ST a9 2001 I GFAET %7,
forr &7 77e 21T QIR &1 faar T o |

A& § 7 ST ‘Fargd aie T GART, grEan
&, FTH G ST [ & % forg or | ‘gt aia
&T ST & @ [ iasne G5 FATaEr B e
FHIAT & | Fraeid ST &7 Tl 4T &9 A &
20 7T qIE AT T T fa@r TET @631 71 @7 F

WEY 9T % [ g gEd & @ S farer
25 3FTRT 2022 F|3FE 2 [ UG ©HOEST S
Fae QARG SEar 4 3o T YEl & J9d
@3 & & I aiagid HI=aT JErT 97 A7ed THIT STl
7T & |

55 &% foq A5 Wagw e & 91"
J& B T
A 2022 # QR T O WS Modfi@dr R

S B | 97T & o0 U 98 & Ieed gargae § aReEd
T @2

€ 97T § HEEd disgs 98 qid @ W W ATEE @l
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the Government’s “Digital India’ initiative will be
realised. Currently, 4G is the dominant subscription
type driving connectivity growth.

€ Commercial launches of 5G networks are planned for
thesecond half of 2022 in India, with enhanced mobile
broadband expected to be the initial main use case.

€ \With the increasing availability and affordability of
5G smartphones and rapid adoption of smartphones
inurban and rural areas, 5G subscriptions are expected
to rapidly increase to around 50 million in theregion
by the end of 2023.

€ 5Gwill represent approximately 39 per cent of mobile
subscriptions in the region at the end of 2027, with
about 500 million subscriptions.

@ As subscribers migrate to 5G, 4G
subscriptions are forecast to decline
annually to an estimated 700 million
in2027.”

€ In India, mobile data traffic has
grown morethan 15 timesin the past
5 years (from 0.8EB per month to
13EB per month in 2021) and is
expected to double in the next 3 years. With the
projected traffic increase, service providers would
benefit significantly from the efficiency gainsprovided
by 5G

@ According to an Ericsson-Arthur D Little study, 5G
will enableIndian mobile service providersto generate
USD 17 billioninincremental revenuefrom enterprises
by 2030.

@ 5G will also enable service providers to launch new
consumer services, including home broadband (5G
FWA), enhanced video, multiplayer mobile gaming,
andAR/VR services.

€ Consumersanticipate that service providerswill offer
pricing planswith service bundling and data sharing.
5G canbecrucid inachieving India sdigital inclusion
goals, especialy in bringing broadband to be rural
and remote homes. Trials have proven the potential
offered by 5G to bridge the digital divide by enabling
access to high-speed broadband through FWA.

Meanwhile, the much-anticipated spectrum biding
started on July 26, 2022. Thefirst day’s bidding came as a
welcome surprise to the Government, with the
Telecommunication Minister hailing the first-day bidding
(after four rounds) at awhopping Rs. 4.3 lakh croresfor 72

)))

‘RfTew AT yed & A AT R | T H,
A5T FSTHIGH Bl T B T ITE 2 AT o Frferefards
§gfs @ @B
¢ 9Nd § 2022 @ TA BARI & MU 5 Tedd @
Jf=dE URfhe @ SUART AT 2 @ 39 © |
& 5501 WEHE # dedl SUASdl AP AW T IR
AT T GFT § T WM &l aell 7 AN @ A1,
2023 % 37d d% 37 & § 5N THABIWH ol F T
50 ffer a% g™ &l 98 & |
€ 2027 % 39 a& 590 39 & § @ATHT 500 e
THABIWH & AT AT 39 YT e
FHBIGH HT UfAHTerE B |
& -39 ToEEd 59 § AEIe wid
T, 4T THBIWH AT H2hT 2027
H AT 700 Ffcrdd 2 & F9H ¢ |
& ard H, Und 5 99 § AERd s
ofth® 15 T & AU S5 T ¥
(2021 # 0.8 gfqy wE & 133
uiy M) AT 3T 3 AUT F TG A EW H I
% | S 26 gl & A1 FaT UETrsh & 59N 21
UeM [ T EEAr @ A FEqul @ 2 |
wRews et &t fofew stemmm & e, sl
OIAT AEEd JaT Gerdisti &l 2080 % SEH T 17
T R |
& 5 S HA1 UEAIE & M drzdE (55 UwssU),
i e | A Rl o1 e e 21 4
HATAT AT FT ST HaAT I 3 H e G |
SUHERITAT B A € [ HaT GeTr HAT gt A
22T AR & WY o F R AN @B U9ma
B | 5N 9T & [2ioTed THET @edt @ U & §
Teaql 21 qEAT &, GO T giEas B T AR
T P @M A | I T QRS & WA 7 eE-aiE
foTT 59T ZWT YT T AT 29T bl A foha % |
T 4 ggufdierd Wagd dl 26 s 2022 FH
J% &5 | Bl [&F &l all T & Q=N A 9ad &
®Y { T, THAN T T 72 e & T ed &
Il (AR USS & d12) FI 4.8 AT HUS 9T B A
BN W I BT | T drarerarst § Rew

*

*
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GHz. Theleading biddersare Reliance Jio and Bharati Airtel,
followed by the surprise entry of Adani Data for private
network usage within the group industries, with Vodafone
Idealargely priced out of the spectrum bidding war. By day
2, 0n July 27, 2022, the total bids exceeded Rs. 1.49 lakh
crores and were to continue further.

The Minister expects the allotment to complete by
Independence Day-August 15, 2022. He is very upbeat
about getting 5G services to start by September 2022.
Looking at current indications, the entry of Adani Datawill
not deter the creation of aduopoly between Jio and Airtel.

COMMENT

€@ Thelatest TRAI datareleased on July 26, 2022, for
thefirst quarter of 2022 showsadeclinein the number
of telephone subscribers by nearly one per cent to
1166.93 million and full tele- density by one per cent
t085.91 per cent leading to an annual decline of 2.85
per cent. Thefall isin both urban and rural areas.

€ Interestingly, thetotal number of internet subscribers
went down by nearly 5 million to 824.89 million.

4 Themonthly ARPU shows ahealthy increase at Rs.
121.91 for pre-paid subscribers though post-paid
went down to Rs. 200.56 in thefirst quarter.

€ A very heartening figure being an encouraging data
point for the bidders is that out of the 115 crore
subscribers as of last year, 98% of the population
has access to the 4G network. But roughly 44% use
4 GinlIndia. The Nokiamobility report revealed that
over 100 million 4G subscriberswere added in 2020.
Even more revealing is that 4 G data consumption
alone accounted for 98% of thetotal trafficin India.

€ By early 2023, thefruitsof 5 G will flow down tothe
vast urban subscriber base and a select rural base.
One estimate by aresearch firm, Counterpoint, states
that last year that 5 G compatible phoneshad amere
18% sharein Indiawhich could go up to 40% by the
end of 2022.

€ Onechallengefor therural market isthat the average
price of 5G phones is around Rs. 20,000. The
likelihood of cheaper phoneswill depend on the 5G
subscription models to be devised by the spectrum
winners.

€ Thiswriter believesthat theresort to 5G will largely
depend on either bundled pricing with hardware or
competitive pre-paid subscriptions. The near future
will reveal how 5G succeedsin India. B

AR ATl T &, 39% a8 FYE A & YT Fell 12ad
& THEFT & [0 HSHN 227 & SNIgded grdre, IS
SERAW & M 9T T W HEA d@ g8 7 a9t B2
fes d% 27 JE 2022 F FA A 1.40 AT HUS
Qg 3 e 21 T AT S A A e |
WA &I SHE T {h Aded MEdadl 9T 15 ST
2022 T T 2 S |92 Rydew 2022 9% S50 HAH
g% F & [0 980 IARA € | Tl @ 39d 8¢
e 3 & 999 R G wmew & 99 usiHar @
22§ A Tel A |
fevaforn
& 2022 7 YEGl [AET & [oTT 26 JATE 2022 FT AT 215
& T DT 7 YT TAT & [ SAEIT ST Bl
TN 3 T U GIasTd @1 (RTae & A7 1166 .93 fifera
A7 gt 2t g Ua GichsIe 7 85.91 i & T4 &, S
f anfiie 2.85 Gfcsrd @1 firTae &1 &9idr & | firrae redt
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& [CTam a1 T  [# 32742 ST BT Fd FET AT 5
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ghg &I &Il & | Tl Gre Uz Teeil JFrer 20056597
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& TR % [7] 3HET% 22T [dg & & A1 U Jgd &1
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& 7 7 98% SATET & UIT 47T 12 7 Ygd & | dllbT
YT & T 44% 4377 BT UFFT &7 78 & | Fifa6ar Fifferer
412 % 92 gar g & fab 2020 § 100 fferaT 4 3ifee 4597
TE 2 T |3 T S G 98 & 5 9 i et
b @7 98% 3Tebed 45T 32T TYT @ [l fmR & |
& 2023 7] JEHT A% 5571 B TG [T I Ted HTET
37 g giHer T STER q% garRd &6 | @ Jie B,
FI3STUIZE % T STJAT 4 F&T T & [ [Ueset A7eT YR
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MSOs SPEAK ON
REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Regulatory Framework for Broadcast
& Cable Services mooted by TRAI has received
feedback from various stakeholders from the

industry. Scatmag presents the views of
the GTPL Hathway Limited (GTPL) & the DEN
Networks Limited (DEN).

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) has once again extended the deadline
for the implementation of the new broadcast
sector tariff regulations —commonly known

as NTO 2.0 — by almost six months,
to November 30th.

The GTPL Hathway Limited (GTPL) & The DEN
Networks Limited (DEN) hasurged the Telecom Regul atory
Authority of India (TRAI) to deregulate broadcast tariff
and remove restrictions on channel bundling.

Responding to the
TRAI's consultation PN
paper titled 'lssues v
related to  New )
Regulatory Framework for 7' Digital Cable TV | Broadband

Broadcasting & Cable
Services, the GTPL &

DEN said that thetimeis hﬂfhW‘QV
ripe for the regulator to

implement aforbearance

model vis-a-vis pricing of channels and packaging of such
channels

Q1. Should TRAI continue to prescribe a ceiling price
of achannel for inclusion in a bouquet?

a If yes, please provide the MRP of a television
channel asaceiling for inclusion in a bouquet.
Please provide details of calculations and
methodology followed to derive such ceiling
price.

b. If no, what strategy should be adopted to
ensure the transparency of prices for a
consumer and safeguard the interest of

Fams g W
HRUThAS &l &9

218 Z1T GEAIEd AR G &ad qars & g
A gra @1 FERT % [T Bagrasl 7 afdtsar
Fcir & | 72T, e &9d s (S
g ZIEQT deqe s (39) feaunal ¥ faart
TRgd &7 7@ & WA grEar Hame g
(375) 7 0% ar &7 & 79 gArT &7 % R
et & @rar<aT @ T4 AT EB T 58 FEH

FEIHT 30 TAGT FHT 347 &, 574 AN 97

QAT 2.0 & &9 ¥ ST AT & |
A wud s (FEded) 9 R Teaw
fafes (39) T wrdm e fame ot (7E) F
AR [ @1 (A o &I AR I dSferT 9 gioay
Z2M B AR 5T 2 |
% fou T Fams o o
& TWA 9T & J9E §,
FAEMed a = 7 Fal b
ERILEEATIMEE IR @}
e Sw T geer @
IHfT & e s
AT AZA @1 B B FH 37 T % |

U1.797 ZTE @ fdl a9 B g F AT B B
ferg s qva RaffRa & st @@ @iy ?
U. gft &, @ Fyar fedt 2eifereT aaa &

TIARYt & §% 4 MAT I B AHAT
dr & @9 4 939 & 1 F9AT 59 % Bl
BT BT 9T & @ forg STqrE T
TUET SR FTHIOE BT frERer gar &1
. afy 7&, @t cumiFmen’ @ g @Al @t
gReERfar ghfdaa & S guwiFr & Rl
&l faga geg fFefor & g # fog &1
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consumer from perverse pricing? Please
provide detailed reasoning/ justifications for
your comment(s).

GTPL RESPONSE:

Theflexibility availableto broadcastersto pricetheir
channels and on composition of bouquets has been grossly
misused by the pay broadcasters. The same has also been
acknowledged by the Authority. It is also pertinent to
mention that the pay broadcasters still earn significant
revenue from advertisements. Accordingly, as its also
mentioned in our Prologue, the subscribers are compelled
to view advertisements despite paying hefty subscription
amounts. Hence, thereisaneed not only for aprice cap for
inclusion of channel in a bouquet but also to regulate
composition of channels offered in bouquets by the
broadcasters aswell as advertisement time on pay channels.

Inthisregard, aprice cap for inclusion of achannel
in a bouquet is already duly consulted and the Authority
hasfixedacapi.e. MRPRs. 12/-, for inclusion of achannel
in a bouquet, under the New Regulatory Framework. We
support the said cap of MRP Rs. 12/-, for inclusion of a
channel in a bouquet. Here it is also pertinent to mention
that popular channels do not require any push by inclusion
in a bouquet and will always have uptake despite it being
priced above the said price cap of MRP Rs. 12/-. Such
channels to be treated as premium/popular channels.

We also state that to ensure that such premium/
popular channels are not unnecessarily clubbed with
unpopular channels, a price range/band(s) should also be
introduced and adhered to for inclusion of channelsin a
bouquet. Accordingly, we suggest price range/band(s) for
inclusion of achannel in abouquet asis stated in the table
below:

Torifa srgeTEt STl aifEe? Fuar SuHAt
Rogoft (Reaforar) & forg frega @@ /st
g3 &1 |
Shierdige gferfean
AR BT 3O TEl Bl BAd AN g I FEA T
I @AW & U AR BN A1 RN R T
2 | WIfeeBT | 7 39 Wi a1 7 | 98 W1 Iwrd il 3fad
2 o6 U wAre 3l o fasmosi & weayf o sfid @i
T | Tagam, Sl g e § 7 Swerd foear T T
e I AT FABWH T GIAE HH & adofg (e
T % [T ATgY Rl STl 2 | i el a1 g o e
®H b QT Had qed AA HI AEFHRAT &l & diedb
TR BT g% § U9 fRd Tl @l HYEA & Ag-Ag U
Tl 97 T w9 & 1 fafafa &5 @1 savasd 7 |
2 HgY ¥, UF o9 @I I J A B & [ Th
@ A O Ued & fafdad wmd e a1 gar ® oin
TIErRToT 1 T FRTe WHad & qed U o Bl g% § S
I o {00 Ud &9 T 12599 % TIAUl 0F &l € |29 0%
A B b 7 I DA & (01T 12 B T TASGT B I
AMT HT AW F € | TR TE Twrd HIA W1 UTEA © (6
WG T6 BT Uh g § oA B (a1 T e @l
AEAHAT FET B & AT 12 F9F THAT F Iad AT A
T FH HEA B & dTASE SHI AN FEH | UH Il &l
BT /ST AT AT |
= 78 W &ed & % I8 gRiad & & fog 6 o
e /et ST @l ST B F BT Il & A
TEl AT A &, <l Dl Ueh e § I B o (o] U Fedl
AT /FT U9 fopE AT AT A SHE e fhar
TR | TEGAT, B U o &l b § A B & g Fo
A /3 T e & € o o g & T 2aa § aamn T E |

Sr. | Band(s) for inclusion Lower Upper Sr. | Band(s) for inclusion Lower Upper

No. | of a channel in a Range (Rs) | Range (Rs) No. | of achannelina Range (Rs) | Range (Rs)
Bouquet Bouquet

1 Band 1 0.01 1.00 1 Band 1 0.01 1.00

2 Band 2 1.01 4.00 2 Band 2 1.01 4.00

3 Band 3 4.01 8.00 3 Band 3 401 8.00

4 Band 4 9.01 12.00 4 Band 4 9.01 12.00

* Any Channel with MRP above Rs. 12/- to betreated
as premium/popular channels should not be permitted to
be part of a bouquet.

Further with respect to regul ating advertisement time

Mowuh # oifaas @ THIATTYT arel fEAT O g @i
i /T e & B9 § A A Ry, 3 g% @
feF A @ @l ST TET & S ARy |

% A, T Il W s 79T &1 [T &
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on pay channels, we state that there should be cap of
maximum permissible timefor advertisement during aclock
hour i.e. 60 minutes (“ Ad-Cap”), based on the aforesaid
price range/band(s). Accordingly, we suggest an Ad-Cap
asisstated in the table below:

% A H, &9 Fed ¢ o Twied I 4 /AT (331 & onem
W TF 52 & P [0 & foQ feead 7 79 a0
60 fime (fasmom &9) & aifeT | 9ag9r &9 1% 0%
fITae &9 &1 3 & © St A 80 T 2ad | o
T %S

* Any Channel with MRP above Rs. 12/- to be treated
as premium/popular channels and to mandatorily
made ad free.

DEN RESPONSE:

Yes, the TRAI shall prescribe a ceiling price of a
channel for inclusion in a bouquet. In the interest of the
consumers, Channel prices shall be capped to Rs. 12 which
has already been prescribed in New
Regulatory Framework, 2020. This
prescribed price would be affordable
to the consumersand at the sametime
would not be detrimental to the
broadcasters as they not only earn
from the subscription price but also
from the advertisement on their
channels (as already pointed in the
consultation paper), the more popular
they are, more they will earn through advertisement. So,
driver channels shall be provided under bouquets and those
channelswhich are advertisement free shall only be present
out of bouquet with no price cap. Further, MSO industry is
witnessing churn of 2.5% per month and if thereiseven a
dlight increasein the prices of the channelsit would lead to
a complete annihilation of the DPO /M SO industry with
broadcasters having an option to stream their shows on
OTTsaswell.

TRAI

Sr. | Band(s) for |Lower Range |Upper Range | Ad-Cap Sr. | Band(s) for |Lower Range | Upper Range | Ad-Cap
No. | the purpose | of MRP (Rs) | of MRP (Rs) | per 60 No. | the purpose | of MRP (Rs) | of MRP (Rs) | per 60

of Ad-Cap Minutes of Ad-Cap Minutes
1 |[Bandl 0.01 1.00 12 1 |[Bandl 0.01 1.00 12
2 |Band2 1.00 4.00 9 2 | Band2 1.00 4.00 9
3 |Band3 4.01 8.00 6 3 |Band3 4,01 8.00 6
4 | Band4 9.01 12.00 3 4 | Band4 9.01 12.00 3

*

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

(1S/1S0 9001-2008 Certified Organisation)

12 599 ¥ 4% QHARYT ard [BH A ST B
I /B 9T AT A AT A B9 7 T
&k T ST |

37 gfafean

2, 218 [T Tt bl g% | 9N 7 & forg siferenam
T Feiivd &0 | SUAENst & f&od #, T B BT B 12
HUY T AT BT [ A, S Ied
7 & T e g 2020 # feifa
fopa T % | 7 MeiRa g Sueet
% [T T 2 AR q1Y & THa
% foq 2ifere T6f e Hith 9 T
o fasT & of @ © (St ded
& WEY O H aamn T E) 9 A
it AB B, fasae & A |
Sl 2 A FAE B AT I I A 9d & ded
YT HI AR AR T T S o gor € o foe fod
T A & &Had g & dTe? Al5e e | 39 SFear THuAs
TENT U ATE 2.5% @ G &7 7@ ¢ AN AR Al ol
Frl § aAfe ArEr A A ghe 2§ a1 39 S /areEe
TENT @l QU7 [T &1 S A7 G0 & 9 AR 9
U ST BT T B Al (Iehed 20 |

ADVERTISE NOW !

Contact: Mob.: +91-7021850198
Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313
Email: scat.sales@nm-india.com
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Q2. What steps should be taken to ensure that popular
television channels remain accessible to the large
segment of viewers. Should therebea ceiling on the
MRP of pay channels? Please provide your answer
with full justifications/reasons.

GTPL Response:

In continuation to our response to Q.1., we state
that there is no need for any cap on MRP of pay channels
since popular channelswill attract subscribersirrespective
of their MRP. Further, such channels do not require any
push by including such channels in a bouquet. Channels
with MRP above Rs. 12/- to betreated as premium/popul ar
channels and to be mandatorily made ad free, as suggested
inour responseto Q.1. Thiswill aso attract moreinvestment
in popular channels and enable the subscribers to view
high quality content.

We also state that price Band(s) for inclusion of a
channel in abouquet as mentioned in our response to Q.1.
should be introduced and strictly adhered to, so that
unpopular channelsare not pushed to the subscribersalong
with popular channel s and thereby maintain sanctity of both
a-la-carte and bouquet offerings.

DEN Response:

Following steps shall be taken by the authority to
ensure that popular television channels remain accessible
to the large segment of viewers:-

1 Channelsincluding popular channelswhich advertise
on their platform should be made affordable to the
consumers. As suggested, MRP of channel shall be
capped at Rs. 12.

Justifications:-

2 Indiaisvery price sensitive market. Industry cannot
afford price hike, asany price hike will further erode
the subscriber base as at present also due to such
high price the chum rate is 2.5% per month.

3. Some broadcasters whose channels are on both the
platforms i.e. on televisions through DPOs and on
OTT platforms, provide perverse pricing on television
and much discounted price on OTT. This
unreasonable, unfair business practise would lead to
the destruction of DPO industry as awhole.

4. As aready pointed out in the consultation paper, a
broadcaster can also earn through the advertisements
on their channels, more popular a channel is more
they will earn through advertisements and they no
price increase in the subscription fees is required to

91. ¥% gfeaa &7 & ferg &1 #eq 3/ A
IR f5 mafa effae dam afa & a3
Ff & forg gaw @17 § a9l & QEaRdt @t
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T AT {oh AHBUT il o S9ihl & a2 a1 & g
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1. 39 @ehW W e 39 O dehud I aed
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cover their business expenditures. For ascertaining
the popularity of channel BARC rating for state wise
and nation wise viewership of the channel to be seen,
thisisnecessary to let know the advertisersthat which
channel ismore favourablefor them to advertisetheir
product.

5. The provision of penetration of channels linked to
additional 15% incentive should be removed, asitis
forcing MSOs for penetration of channels and same
is detrimental to subscriber choice. This is also
jeopardizing the intent of regulation i.e. " customer
choice".

Q3. Shouldtherebe ceiling on the discount on sum of a-
la-carte pricesof channelsforming part of bouquets
while fixing MRP of bouquets by broadcasters? | f
so, what should be appropriate methodol ogy to work
out the permissible ceiling on discount? What should
be value of such ceiling? Please
provide your comments with
justifications.

GTPL Response:

The need for capping of discount
on bouquet(s) is not only extensively
consulted but also duly accepted by all
the stakeholders in the past.
Accordingly, the Authority to establish
an effective corelation between the price
of the channels forming part of the
bouquet and the overall bouquet price
and after due consultation, introduced twin conditions
under the New Regulatory Framework.

Thefirst of such condition under the New Regulatory
regime states as under:

“the sum of maximumretail pricesper month of thea-
|a-carte pay channels forming part of a bouquet shall
in no case exceed one and half times of the maximum
retail price per month of such bouquet.”

The said condition under the New Regulatory
Framework thereby effectively capped maximum discount
on broadcaster bouquet to 33%. The said provision of
maximum 33% cap on discount on broadcaster bouquet
along with pricerangei.e. Band(s) for inclusion of channels
in a bouquet along with corresponding Ad-Cap based on
such Band(s) asis stated in our response to Q.1, should be
introduced and strictly implemented to avoid perverse
pricing and composition of bouquets and also to maintain

AT 3feres A 2T, J foemo & qrew 7 ot
FHET 2 e AT 2T P Bal? B & 010 TS
I § P1E T g d1 ST Tel € | T ol ToTan
g AT gdieRl dl T & fog ardh e, fIsaaranat
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@ 9T T | 21 e
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qiikg 739t Hiferm &1 T Far &
aifsg 7ggar gt feeaferan &t
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CABLE FEDERATION
SPEAK ON
REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Regulatory Framework for Broadcast
& Cable Services mooted by TRAI has received
feedback from various stakeholders from the
industry. Scatmag presents the the views of the
India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF). The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) has
once again extended the deadline for the
implementation of the new broadcast sector tariff
regulations —commonly known as NTO 2.0 —
by almost six months, to November 30th.

TheAll IndiaDigital Cable Federation (AIDCF) has
urged the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRALI) to
extend theMRP captolinear channels
that are available on over-the-top
(OTT) platforms. The federation has
sought aRs 12 cap on all pay channels
irrespective of genre.

Providing rationale behind the
demand for extending MRP to linear
channels on OTT platforms, the
AIDCF said that the cable and direct-to-home (DTH)
platforms are seeing a consistent declinein their subscriber
base due to the change in consumption habits of the
consumers.

Q4. Please provide your comments on following points
with justifications and details:

A. Should channel prices in bouquet be
homogeneous? If yes, what should be an
appropriate criteria for ensuring homogeneity
in pricing the channels to be part of same
bouquet?

B. If no, what measures should be taken to ensure
an effectiveala carte choicewhich can be made
available to consumers without being
susceptible to perverse pricing of bouquets?

C. Shouldthemaximumretail price of an a-la-carte

® AIDCF

ALL INDIA DIGITAL CABLE FEDERATION
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frafor & gfy g3aasiiar g§Q fomm sueey
#Tq T qa?
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pay channel forming bouquet be capped with
reference to average prices of all pay channels
forming the same bouquet? If so, what should
be the relationship between capped maximum
price of an a-la-carte channel forming the
bouquet and average price of all the pay
channelsin that bouquet? Or else, suggest any
other methodology by which relationship
between the two can be established and
consumer choiceisnot distorted.

AIDCF Response:

In addition to our aforementioned response to
question no. 3, the view of AIDCF is that the basic
issue that needs to be understood is that consumer
demand is based on “content”. Homogeneity in a
bouquet should not only seen as homogeneity in
prices, but more importantly homogeneity in content
— considering the India’'s social, cultural and
demographic diversity. The channel carrying the
popular content likea TV show or a particular sports
programmewill drive the consumer selection.

The broadcastersare controlling the
MRP of the channels and the
response of the broadcasters to the
conditionsimposed by TRAI onthe
formulation of bouquet has been to
overprice a channel out of the
bouquet, knowing well that the
consumer that isalready accustomed
to particular content will subscribe
that channel.

Therefore to truly protect consumer choice it is
important to ensure a capping of price of any TV
channel so that the popular channels remain within
the affordable range for consumerswho wish to access
them. The change in the market place is that the
broadcasters are no longer directly concerned with
thelossin subscribershipinthecable TV platformsso
long asthey can capturethe customer inthe alternative
OTT platform servicesthat they areproviding directly.

The question of homogeneity of the bouquet will
become less important if the TRAI accepts the
recommendation to cap MRP of channelsat INR 12/-
per channel, which is the need of the hour for
protecting the broadcasting and cable TV industry in
India
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v. As per AIDCF, twin conditions methodology
prescribed in current regul ation is sufficient to define
the relationship between pricing of a la carte and
bouquet price of channel. Further, homogeneity in
content will helpin curtailing skewed bouquet pricing
vsalacarte pricing.

vi. There should also be cap on inclusion of any single
channel in the bouquets offered by the Broadcasters.
Any single channel shall not be part of more than 10
bouquets offered by the broadcasters.

Q5. Should any other condition be prescribed for
ensuring that a bouquet contains channels with
homogeneous prices?

Please provide your comments with justifications.

AIDCF Response:
Seeanswer to Q.4
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MSOs SPEAK ON
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Continued From Page 50

sanctity of a-la-carte offerings. Thiswill further ensure that
the subscriber is able to make intelligent choice from
amongst a-la-carteand bouquet offerings. Additionally, such
provisions will also curb the practice of hefty discounting
of broadcaster bouquet(s).

Alternatively, the twin conditions as prescribed
under the New Regulatory Framework and as has been the
practice in the past may be continued.

Furthermore, on parity basis and in the interest of
the subscribers, the maximum discount on DPO packages,
who are in a better position to analyse and cater to the
subscriber preferences, should also be capped at 33%
(instead of existing 15%), so that the DPOs can pass on
such benefit to the subscribers.

DEN Response:

Yes, there should be ceiling on the on the discount
on sum of a-la-carte prices of channels forming part of
bouquets while fixing MRP of bouquets by broadcasters.
There should be linkage of Bouquet price and a-la-carte
price.
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BROADCASTERS
SPEAK ON
REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Regulatory Framework for Broadcast
& Cable Services mooted by TRAI has received
feedback from various stakeholders from the
industry. Scatmag presents the views Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF).
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai)
has once again extended the deadline for the
implementation of the new broadcast sector
tariff regulations —commonly known as NTO 2.0
— by almost six months, to November 30th.

The Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has urged the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) to deregulate broadcast tariff and removerestrictions
on channel bundling.

Responding to the TRAI's consultation paper titled'
Issues related to New Regulatory Framework for
Broadcasting & Cable Services, the|BDF said that thetime
is ripe for the regulator to implement a forbearance model
vis-avispricing of channelsand packaging of such channels

Q4. Please provide your comments on following points
with justifications and details:

A. Should channel prices in bouquet be
homogeneous? If yes, what should be an
appropriate criteria for ensuring homogeneity
in pricing the channels to be part of same
bouquet?

IBDF response:

i. No. Channel prices in a bouquet cannot be
homogenous, as that would forcefully try to equalise
the price of each channel. It is relevant to have
heterogeneity for a package, also to allow the
probability of any of those channelsto be considered
for subscription outside the bouquet. Homogeneity
is antithetical to the very concept of bundling and
any requirement for homogeneity in abouquet either
with price or genre of the channel will defeat the very
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objective of bundling. The TRAI itself has found a
lack of homogeneity by concluding that itisimpossible
to find auniform cost structure for thisindustry. From
an economic standpoint, any pricing exercise first
needs to discover a broad cost structure that can be
used as a base to derive a uniform pricing structure.
Thefact that the TRAI concludesthisto beimpossible
militates against any homogeneity. It is therefore
submitted that for the TRAI to then find homogeneity
on pricing will be contrary to its conclusion in the
consultation paper itself.

AGIHAT T & Ig9d DI [I6A HT 31 25 T T8
& 01T Ueh T AFT FHT ol T &P ol STagTahdl
2l & ot ua Jue gt feir Jvaen o & & fog
YW & B9 § 9N fbar o1 Feba & 1929 92 & &%
215 %1 MRy T € b 98 3V &, R O UeEddr &
FaaTs % | At a8 9 q foean S § 6 2 & fog
I MR O UEsIar @ Il @ W O F A
% =g & fadfid Emm

Moreover, TRAI’s assumption that a consumer’'s | 2- THD AAI, 25 @l T2 G & o T-dl-ahle oel AT
choice between &la-carte channel and bouquets is % & A1 Uk ITHIET & 98 3ad HAd & LN 0T
merely determined on the basis of price is an Fretfee 261 AT S, UV SHEATE 1 U T2 AT
oversimplification of consumer preferences. Y '

This arises from L. .
TRAI’'s assumption Pay TV ARPU (USD per month) 3. U8 215 @l 3T 49O H
that choosing 76 T BT o A g
channels &la-carte is TATETS #7 TEEET AR
the consumer as = S N R
preferred route. There 31 ¢ leq W ar A w
isno dataprovided by % 1T 21 2T @13 321 IUeTed

TRAI to substantiate
this assumption. On
the contrary, the FICCI
Media &

India I b
b

China

Singapore

TE BT T E | 3 [
ftherhl Hifan U= Ueveqde

Entertainment Report
2022 too reveals that

Source: MPA
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most  consumers
continued to opt for packs created by the MSOs and
LCOs with minimal customization. Nearly 80% of
subscribers are still choosing to procure bouquets,
despite the fact that the sum of all &-la-carte prices of
channels has significantly decreased for subscribers
after implementation of NTO 1. This shows that the
preference of Indian consumer is bouquets,
irrespective of thelow price of &la-carte channels. In
thisregard, TRAI needsto take cognizance of various
factors such as, impact of huge number of channels
available to consumers to choose from as well as
viewing habits / patterns and habit of sampling
content from various channels by consumers, which
makes bouquets natural choice for consumers as
against subscription of channels on an &la-carte
basis.

Indian TV consumers prefer bundled channel offerings
sincethey find significantly more valuefor money in
the same. For instance, amonthly bill of INR 190 for
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

80 channelsin 2004, when adjusted for inflation would
have been as high as INR 402 in 2018, but bundling
has reduced the monthly bill by INR 180 (INR 402 less
INR 222) and increased the number of channels per
household to 315.

In fact, across the world, bouquets have been firmly
established as the preferred route by consumers. A
Canadian study conducted in 2014 concluded that
“unbundling” could have adverse effects for the
broadcasting sector and could result in 26% of the
channels operative then becoming unviable. As per
CASBAA, in astudy of broadcast regulationsin 10
countries, apart from India, no country mandated &
la-carte selling, and bouquets were the preferred
choice of consumers. Compared to countries like the
USA, Canada and countries in South Asia, Indiais
much more culturally and linguistically diverseand a
bouquet would be the most cost-effective solution
for aconsumer to receive avariety of channels.

Consumer preferencefor bouquetsisalso evident from
the negligible uptake of a-la-carte channelswhen the
prices thereof was lowered by several broadcasters
for abrief period following the notification of NTO 1.

Pay TV averagerevenue per user (ARPU) in Indiais
one of the lowest in theworld. Low ARPU of USD 4
per month makes Pay TV one of the most affordable
and preferable medium of entertainment in India.

ARPU reflectsthebill paid by aPay TV customer toa
DPO. Thefact that consumersat large prefer bouquets
demonstrates that they prefer lower monthly outgo
than the so-called convenience of &la-carte choice.
Such a choice should be left to be decided by market
forcesinstead of the regulator mandating it.

Thereisno empirical basisto suggest that the choice
between a-la-carte channel and bouquets has any
basis in the price of the channel as opposed to the
composition of the bouquet and variety/diversity of
channel/content therein, the need for homogeneity in
channel offerings does not arise.

B. If no, what measures should be taken to ensure
an effectiveala carte choicewhich can be made
available to consumers without being
susceptible to perverse pricing of bouquets?

IBDF response:

As has been elucidated in our response to Issue 4

(a) above, consumer preferenceisfor bouquet/bundling,
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with or without any price ceilings. Accordingly, thereis
no need for any measuresto push &la-carte choice, which
is more costly and less desirable by consumers. By
allowing pricing and offering to be unfettered, it would
enable the broadcasters and the distributors to offer the
most viable market price for the bouquet and the a-la-
carte channelsin view of the competition in the market.

C. Shouldthemaximumretail price of an a-la-carte
pay channel forming bouquet be capped with
reference to average prices of all pay channels
forming the same bouquet? If so, what should
be the relationship between capped maximum
price of an a-la-carte channel forming the
bouquet and average price of all the pay
channelsin that bouquet? Or else, suggest any
other methodology by which relationship
between the two can be established and
consumer choiceisnot distorted.

IBDF response:

i.  With respect to the need for regulation of MRP of &
|a-carte pay channel within the bouquet in relation to
the average of the prices of pay channelsforming part
of that bouquet, it is pertinent to note that the sameis
unnecessary inter-aliasince, it makes the stipulation
on ceiling price of achannel for inclusionin abouquet
illusory. The same also has the potential to push
greater number of channels out from bouquets and
consequently, leaving them availablefor subscription
solely on &la-carte basis.

ii. Itis pertinent to highlight that, in the erstwhile
regulatory regimewhilethe“twin conditions’ did exist,
but only at the wholesalelevel when agreements used
to happen between stakeholdersinter-aliaon afixed
fee basis. Importantly, the “twin conditions” werein
varied forms, and were never concurred to by
broadcasters and in some cases by other stakeholders
as well. The earlier twin conditions were arbitrary,
whimsical and without any basis, and as such, cannot
be used asaprecedent. Infact, prior toNTO 2.0, twin
conditions have never existed at the retail level and
certainly not in the DAS regime. Further, these were
consciously rejected by TRAI whileformulating NTO
linthefirst instanceitself.

iii. Imposition of any formula/measure such as, the twin
condition on the pricing of bouquets or the channels
within such bouquets would ignore the complex
economicsinvolved in pricing of &la-carte channels
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as opposed to pricing of bouquets. Pricing of a TV
channel depends on multiple factorsincluding direct
costsincurred towardsthe production and distribution
of aTV channel, the expected revenues, future plans
including continuity / contingency plans, etc. Prices
of bouquets are uniquely determined inter-aliataking
into account the supply and demand factors of two
markets viz., Advertisement market and TV
broadcasting market for content.

iv. Offering of bouquetsfacilitates subscriberswho may
not be able to afford a-la-carte offerings yet are
desirous of plurality and diversity of views and may
be keen to explore/ sampledifferent content, thereby
enabling them to enjoy a wide array of quality
programming through bouquets. The importance of
viewpoint plurality has also been highlighted by
TRAI. Thus, any attempt at linking the price of
bouquet of channels with its &la-carte prices or cap
the discount on the sum of &-la-carte is bound to
adversely impact consumers who prefer bouquets.

v. Moreover, any mathematical formulafor pricefixation
will beultimately unworkableandisasolikely tolead
to increased market uncertainty, which is ultimately
harmful to the consumer.

vi. Accordingly, pricing of channelsand bouquetsaswell
as bouquet composition ought to be left to be decided
by broadcasters on the basis of market dynamics,
competition, consumer uptake, etc. Itisalsoreiterated
that the TRAI's own finding in para 24 of the CP
militates against any such imposition.

Q5. Should any other condition be prescribed for
ensuring that a bouquet contains channels with
homogeneous prices? Please provide your comments
with justifications.

IBDF response:

No. There is no need for homogeneity in channel
offerings. As has been highlighted in response to Issue 4,
consumer choice is in favour of bouquets which provide
more value at affordable prices. It hasalso been highlighted
that homogeneity in pricing will defeat the objective of
bouquet formation, and that globally, thereis no precedent
for mandating homogeneity of channel pricesin abouquet.
Imposition of any formula/measurewill a so be unworkable
and would likely result in market distortions. Accordingly,
no condition ought to be imposed to ensure that a bouquet
contains channels with homogeneous prices.
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NETFLIX REJIGS
Bl1Z STRATEGY

Netflix has seen increasing loses by having lost
major subscribers. Netflix currently has 220.67 million
subscribers globally and is expecting to return to gainsin
Q83, projecting an addition of 1 million subscribersfrom July
1-Sept

Netflix has shed 970,000 accounts between the April-
June quarter. It had projected anet lossof 2 million streaming
subscribers for the second quarter, following a surprise
declineof 200,000in Q1. Theprediction about losing 2 million
subscribers included the loss of 7 lakh Russian customers
after exiting the country over theinvasion of Ukraine.

Taking the Russia numbers into the
account, Netflix haslost 2,70,000 subscribers
in this quarter.

The streaming giant announced the
development as part of its second-quarter
earnings report.

Netflix currently has 220.67 million subscribers
globally and isexpecting to return to gainsin Q3, projecting
an addition of 1 million subscribersfrom July 1-Sept.

Netflix lost 1.3 million subscribers in the US and
Canada, stayed flat in Latin America, lost about 7,70,000in
Europe and West Asia and grew by about 1 million
subscribersin the Asia Pacific region.

Despitethe downturn, Netflix still earned $1.4 billion,
or $3.20 per share during the quarter, a6% increase from the
same time last year. Revenue rose 9% from the same time
last year to nearly USD 8 hillion.

Netflix'sstock price hasplunged by nearly 70% so far
thisyear, wiping out about 180 billion in sharehol der wealth.

Netflix had earlier said that it was focusing on
cracking down on password sharing and exploring acheaper
ad-supported option. It has since made movement on both
fronts, creating payment plans for password-sharing
households in several countries and picking Microsoft as
its partner in building the ad-supported tier, which is
expected to launch in “the early part of 2023.”

Netflix said “We'll likely start in ahandful of markets
where advertising spending is significant. Like most of our
new initiatives, our intentionistoroll it out, listen and learn,
anditerate quickly toimprovethe offering. So, our advertising
businessin afew yearswill likely look quite different than
what it lookslike on day one. Over time, our hopeisto create
a better-than-linear-TV advertisement model that’s more
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DIGITAL MEDIA REGULATION

GOVT TO REGULATE
DIGITAL MEDIA

The government has started the process to propose
changes to the Registration of Press and Periodicals Bill,
2019. Thenew bill will bringinanew registration regimefor
newspapersthat will includethe digital newsmediaindustry,
according to mediareports.

“If the hill is passed, digital news
websites operating in Indiawill come on
par with newspapers, and they will have
to register themselves with the Press
Registrar General, equivalent to the
prevalent Registrar of Newspapers in
India,” said one of the reports.

Digital newssitescould faceaction
for "violations', which includes cancelled
registration or penalty.

Digital news publishershaveto apply for registration
and will be required to do so within 90 days of the law
coming into effect.

Thisisthefirst timethat thedigital
mediain Indiawill haveregulations. If the
bill is cleared, digital media will be
regulated by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.

The Registration of Press and
PeriodicalsBill will replacetheBritish-era
Press and Registration of BooksAct, 1867, which regulates
newspapers and printing pressesin India. ®
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Continued From Page 46

seamlessand relevant for consumers, and more effectivefor
our advertising partners. Whileit will take sometimeto grow
our member base for the ad tier and the associated ad
revenues, over thelong run, we think advertising can enable
substantial incremental membership (through lower prices)
and profit growth (through ad revenues).”

Thelossof nearly 1.2 million subscribersduring the
first half of this year also provides a stark contrast to the
pandemic-driven growth that Netflix enjoyed during thefirst
half of 2020 when its streaming service picked up nearly 26
million subscribers. B
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CANAL + GROWTH IN
REVENUES

The revenue
CANA'_+ growth is on at

Canal+ Group
after afirst half that saw its installed
base grow to 23.9 million.

Revenuesof €2,873 millionwere
up by 3.3% when compared to thefirst
half of 2021.

The subscriber basein mainland
France rose once again and its
revenuesincreased by 3.7% compared
tothefirst half of 2021. Revenuesfrom
international operations increased by
4.8% thanks to another significant
increase in the number of subscribers.

However, Studiocanal’s
revenues fell by 23.5% , despite very
good performances fromits catal ogue
and cinema film releases. The weak
spot was TV series after an
“exceptional” first half of 2021.

Cana+ Group'sEBITA was€337
million, up 2.1% compared to thefirst
half of 2021.

REVENUE DECLINE FOR SKY .:.

Revenues shrink at  Comcast's
European unit Sky and fell by 13.8%to
$4.5 billionin the second quarter after
lower revenues across direct-to-
consumer, content and advertising.

Direct-to-consumer revenue
decreased 2.4%to $3.7 billion with the
amount of per consumer revenue in
Italy and Germany after theloss of key
sports rights including Champions
Leagueand DAZN.

The sportslossalso had aknock-
on effect on advertising revenue in
Italy, though was compensated for by
growth in Germany and the UK.

Total Customer Relationships
decreased by 255,000t0 22.7 millionin
the second quarter of 2022. For the six
months ended June 30, 2022, total
customer relationships decreased by
361,000.

NEW JV FOR LIBERTY &
TELEFONICA
launch of a new

78
= fibre joint venture

LIBERTY GLOBAL \which is a £4.5

billion investment

will see up to 7 million homes passed
withanew wholesa efull fibre network.
Liberty Global and Telefonicawill
jointly hold a 50% stake in the JV
through a holding company, with

Liberty Global
and Telefonica

Pl InfraViaowning

Telefonica the remaining

50%. Telefonica

Group’s participation will be held

through Telefénica Infra (its
infrastructure unit).

Thepartnershipwill initially roll
out fibre to 5 million homes not
currently served by Virgin MediaO2's
network by 2026, with the opportunity
to expand to an additional 2 million
homes.

Virgin Media O2 will commit to
being awholesale customer of the new
network from day one, whichwill extend
itstotal fibrefootprint up to 23 million
premises. It will also play an integral
role by providing its well-established
network expansion expertise, systems
and relationships to the entity.

POLISH TERESTRIAL
VENTURE

The Polish public broadcaster’s
channels TVP Wilno, TVP Info, TVP
Historia2, TVPPolonia, TV PWorld and
Bielsat TV can now be received
terrestrially throughout the whole of
Lithuania.

Up until now they could only be
received inthe border areabetween the
two countries. Commenting on the
development, Mateusz Matyszkowicz,
amember of theboard of TVPR said: All
told, TVP's channels now reach over
1.7 million peoplein Lithuania. B
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TATA PLAY SCORES
RS 4,741.07 CRORE

Tata Play
made a
revenueof Rs
4,741.07 in
March 2022.
The revenue
from the
direct-to-
home (DTH) segment for thefiscal saw
a 0.57% drop to Rs 4,566.68 crore
compared to Rs 4,593.01 crore.
Broadband services revenue almost
doubledto Rs174.39 crorefrom Rs89.2
crore.

TataPlay reported subscription
and related service revenue of Rs
3,982.90 croreagaingt Rs3,919.99 crore.
The EBITDA fromthe DTH business
rose to Rs 2,008.70 crore from Rs
1,950.95 crore.

The company also incurred a
brand transition cost of Rs55.34 crore
for the rebranding exercise carried out
in the last quarter of the fiscal year.
Tata Play Limited is a joint venture
between Tata Sons and TFCF
Corporation (formerly known as
Twenty-First Century Fox, Inc.) andis
now a part of the Walt Disney
Company).

As of 31st March 2022, Tata
Sonsholdsa41.49% stakein TataPlay
followed by TS Investments Limited
(20%), Network Digital Distribution
Services FZ LLC (20%), Baytree
Investments (Mauritius) Pte Limited
(10%), and OmegaFl I Investments Pte
Limited (7.80%).

SPNI'S REVENUE SURGES 21

Culver Max
Entertainment's
(formerly known
as Sony Pictures
Networks India)
consolidated
revenue from
operations for the
fiscal ended 31st
March 2022 hasjumped 20.51%to Rs
6746.3 crorefrom Rs5597.7 croreinthe
previousfiscal ended 31st March 2021.

Adrevenuegrew 29.48%to Rs
3408.4 crore compared to Rs 2632.3
crore. Subscription income expanded
by 8.85% to Rs2704.7 crore against Rs
2484.7 crore. Licensingincomewasup
46% to Rs 616.6 crore from Rs 423.4
crore,

The company's name has
changed from Sony Pictures Networks
India to Culver Max Entertainment
effective from April 20, 2022. Sony
Pictures Networks is the consumer-
facing identity of Culver Max
Entertainment, which is an indirect
wholly-owned subsidiary of Sony
Group Corporation, Japan.

ZEE REVENUE GROWS

Z e e
revenue stood
at Rs 8189.3
crore due to
higher ad sales
and movie
business. For
the Zee's ad
revenue
jumped 17%to
Rs4396.5 crorefrom Rs3748.8 crore.
Subscription revenue saw flattish
growth at Rs 3246.6 crore against Rs
3243 crore as the pricing embargo
continued to impact linear revenue
growth. Other sales and services
revenue rose 192% to Rs 546.2 crore
fromRs186.9 crore.

SHEMAROO POSTS PROFIT

Shemaroo Entertainment's
revenue jumped by 28.4% to Rs95.99
crore from Rs 74.76 crore in the
corresponding quarter of the previous
fiscal.

Digital media revenue is up
19.3% to Rs 48.1 crore from Rs 40.3
crore. Traditional mediarevenue rose
39%toRs47.9 crorefromRs34.5crore.

GTPL HATHWAY REVENUE
SURGE

(5GTPL

5 Digital Cable TV | Broadband

hﬂfh W compared to Rs

584.3 crore in

the corresponding quarter of the
previousfiscal.

Net profit has declined 9% to
Rs43.3 crorefrom Rs47.5 croreayear
ago. EBITDA remainedflat at Rs135.4
crore from Rs 136.2 crore. EBITDA
Margin stood at 21% compared to
23.3%.

NETWORK18 REVENUE UP
10%0

Network [}

Network18's consolidated
revenuesaw 10% YoY toRs 1,340 crore
fromRs 1,214 crore. Operating EBITDA
for the quarter was down 75% to Rs 46
crorefromRs 188 crore.

Consolidated revenuefromthe
company'ssubsidiary TV 18 increased
10% to Rs 1,265 crore from Rs 1,155
croreayear ago. TV 18's consolidated
EBITDA wasdown 69%to Rs58 crore
fromRs 188 crore. B

GTRL
Hathway's
revenue
increased 10%
to 645.4 crore
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the cour se of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical termswhere possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3"“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

ABBREVIATIONS /7 FULL FORM

Q: Pleaseexplain thefull form of theabbreviations
extensively used in theindustry segment ?

Ram Charan, Lucknow
Ans.. Listof Abbreviationsanditsfull form

API . Application Programming Interface
BIS . Bureau of Indian Standards

CAM : Conditional Access Module

CAS : Conditional Access System

CATV : Community AntennaTelevision
CDOT : Centrefor Development of Telematics
a : Common Interface

CPE . Customer Premises Equipment
DAS . Digital Addressable System

DPO . Distribution Platform Operator
DRM . Digital Rights Management

DTH . DirecttoHome

DvB . Digital Video Broadcasting

DVB-C : Digital Video Broadcasting - Cable

DVB-CSA : Digital Video Broadcasting-Common
Scrambling Algorithm

DVB-S : Digital Video Broadcasting—Satellite
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EQ : Embedded Common I nterface TN
ECM . Entitlement Control Message fgd-Tn ¢ Refted S w3
BEE . Electrical and Electronic Equipment S s URIZE 1 22T
BT . Event Information Table e N~ ea
R Bl 8 TT2IEETAHE Thalel Hal
EMM . Entitlement Management Message “ e . o
BG . Electronic Program Guide s;ggm 85(’1'*@? NS FFAT SR
ETS . European Telecommunications &3=el R 'S’WR%T?W il
Standards Institute H 8 TEAAT Hefotie HH
HITS : Head End In the Sky BRIl 8 S UTTH TES
iDTV . Integrated Digital Television LAAE ¢ I THAN A TR
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ILA . Industry Licensing Authority

IPTV . Internet Protocol TV

ITU . International Telecommunications
Union

LCOs . Local Cable Operators

LNBC . Low Noise Block Downconverter

MHP : MultimediaHome Platform

MIB : Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting

MK . Master Key

MSOs : Multi-System Operators

OFDM : Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing

os . Operating System

OTA . Over-the-Air

oTT . Over-the-Top

PCMCIA : Personal Computer Memory Card
International Association

QAM . Quadrature Amplitude Modulation

QoS . Quality of Services

QPXK . Quadrature Phase Shift Keying

K6 : Smart Card

XK . Secret Chipset Key

DN . Software Defined Networks

X . ServiceKey

SoC . Systemon Chip

TDSAT : Telecom Disputes Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal

UHF . Ultra-High Frequency
VHF : Very High Frequency. B
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EDITOR'S SCATVIEW
The idea of a Media Council to oversee the TV, Digital and
Print is an interesting proposition and will have a unified
command for all the key stakeholders in the media space
The Press Council of India proposal to the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) for establishing a Media
Council that encompasses all media platforms like TV, print
and digital is an interesting idea and the Govt should look at

it seriously. ...
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EDITOR'S SCATVIEW
The Zee-Sony merger looks set for a long drawn legal battle
And

remaoval of Punit Goenka and the call for an EGM session

with Invesco tightening the screw demanding the

The Zee board outrightly rejecting the demand for a EGM
the entire saga smacks of a hidden agenda and conspiracy
to scuttle the merger deal. We could see a long drawn
corporate battle ahead. And the net result will be the merger
not going through, thereby depriving the chance of Zee-Sony
becoming a major behemoth in the broadcast industry and
giving Disney-Star a run for their money. Media Beat Column
by noted media expert Ashok Mansukhani sheds light on the
whole episode. Please check out the article.
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I cHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 30th Mangalam TV has left 3876
H; AP 24x7 has left 3894 H.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 5th Money 24 TV and Oracle TV
have started on 12562 H, FTA; New
Revelation TV has left again. On 15th
NHK World Japan has started on
11594 H, Irdeto.

INSAT 3C/ACR/ EDUSAT / GSAT
18AT 74 DEGE

On 26th DD Sports and DD Kisan
have started on 3777 H, FTA; DD
News has left.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
at 83 deg E

On 9th News State Rajasthan has
started on 3852 H, FTA; Q Marathi
has left. On 13th Swatantra TV has
started on 3958 H, FTA. On 15th
Shemaroo Umang has started on
3958 H, FTA. On 22nd Shalini TV has
started on 3954 V, FTA. On 29th
Taaza TV has started on 3981 H,
FTA. On 30th News Live, Rang,
Ramdhenu, Northeast Live and
Indradhanu TV have started on 4096
V, FTA.

MEASAT 3/3AAT91.5DEGE

On 19th Cartoon TV (2) and Clubbing
TV have started on 12603 V,
encrypted; Nick Jr Asia, MTV Live
and Nickelodeon South East Asia
have left; Paramount Network Asia
has left 12603 H and 12643 V.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15/ GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 2nd Gemini TV, Sun TV, KTV,
Mazhavil Manorama, Sun Music, Star

India in the past month.

Sports 1, Star Plus HD India, Zee
CinemaAsia, Zee Cinemalu, Colors
Kannada, Star Maa Movies and Zee
Kannada have left 10970 V; Star
Kiran has started on 11510 H,
encrypted. On 4th | Plus TV has left
4174 H. On 15th Aamar Bangla and
BS TV have started on 4174 H, FTA.

ASIASAT 2/5 AT 100.5 DEG E
On 29th Madani Channel Urdu has
left 12427 V.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 5th Madani Channel Urdu has
started on 12301V, FTA. On 7th Star
Kiran has started on 3780 V and
3980 V, encrypted; A Sports has
started on 4060 V, Irdeto. On 8th
Abundant Life TV, SK Music, Star
Asia and Praise TV have started on
3880 H, FTA; Look TV, Punjabi,
Royal Classic, CTN, Sky Max HD,
Star Movies HD, Best TV and Zawiya
TV have left. On 9th Probashi Bangla
TV has startedon 3725V, FTA; Love
of Jesus TV has started on 3880 H,
FTA; Moon TV, Take Movies, Cinema
Gold, Mega Movies, TV 110, NS
Choice, TV 99 News HD, Pak TV,
Royal Thai Lotto, Fire TV, Filmi Beat,
Rung TV, Bolta News HD,
Goldmines, Hope TV, Abundant Life
TV, Love of Jesus TV, Star Max and
Praise TV have left 4146 H. On 12th
Royal Thai Lotto has started on 3880
H, FTA; Cine Max PK, Jan TV, CTV,
SK Music, Star Asia, Bolo News HD,
Joo Movies, Cine Max, Max Movies,
Movies, Zan, Filmcity, Film 1, Ultra
Entertainment and Max TV have left.
On 26th Super Hungama, Disney
Junior India, UTV Movies, Star Vijay
India, Asianet HD, Star Maa, Star Maa
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Music, Star Maa Movies, Star Maa
Gold, Star Utsav Movies, Star World
Premiere HD, Star Pravah, Star
Jalsha and Jalsha Movies have
started on 4040 H, Nagravision. On
27th National Geographic India,
National Geographic Wild Asia, Fox
Life India, Star Kiran, National
Geographic India, Fox Life India and
National Geographic Wild Asia have
started on 3920 H, encrypted. On
28th Star Sports 1, Star Sports 1
Tamil, Star Sports 2, Star Sports 1
Hindi, Star Sports Select HD1/2, Star
Sports 1 Telugu, Star Sports 1
Kannada, Star Sports 1 Bangla and
Star Sports 1 Marathi have started
on 4000 H,

encrypted.

SES 7/9/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
On 3rd Fox News Channel has
started on 11481 H, encrypted; HBO
Asia has left 11481 H; DW English
has started on 11656 H, encrypted;

ASIASAT 9 AT 122 DEG E
On 3rd Drama Sangat has left 11490
V.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E

On 2nd On 11th City News HD and
Geo News International are back on
3651V, FTA; CNN Pakistan has left
again. On 23rd ARY Digital Asia, City
News HD, TP Comedy and Geo
Kahani have left 3651 V; Jobs TV,
Falguni TV and Geo Kahani have left
3678 V.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E

On 2nd Zee Cinema Asia has
replaced Star Gold on 3920 V,
encrypted.
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SATELLITE & CABLETV



Leading brands from the Broadcast Industry will be there

WILL YOU?

Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai
BI 13 - 15 October 2022

BROADCAST INDIA SHOW = MUMBAI www.broadcastindia-show.com

. . the latest trends
with the best minds i Industry veterans

from the business technology and
products

REGISTER NOW

FILM - TV - RADIO - AUDIO - MOBILE - NEW MEDIA - CONTENT CREATION - MANAGEMENT - DELIVERY

® NirnbergMesse India Pvt. Ltd. Organised by
Varun Gaba Pranali Raut
) Portfolio Director Asst. Director - Projects i
.nm nllnm T: +91 22 6216 5303 T: +91 22 6216 5313 NURNBERG 4 MESSE

new knowledge and

and experts perspective

ASIAS BROADCASTING M: +91 99458 264_27 . M: +91_99458 2641_;0 _
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW varun.gaba@nm-india.com pranali.raut@nm-india.com
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Broadband
Cable TV
IPTV
OTT
%
Discount

Actual Subscription
eyt amount
1 Year 1200 1000 16.65%

2 Years

Latest Technology in India.....

Only One Magazine Gives You An Indepth
Actual cost @
—- | Rs. 100 per copy

Look At The Events, News, Laws And The
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INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

MagaZine--- CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

g D

” ATELLITE NURNBERG / MESSE

E@%/ More Than 28 Years’"

2 ¥
j ?% The Easiest Way To Pick Up
& " 2 The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India..,

INDIA'S TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE CARLE & SATELLITE IMDUSTRY

¥ o £E
: B
5 i

e

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are bad
you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of the
Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28 years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

/
AdA . .
= L 0 Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!

Contact Details: SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: scat.sales@nme-india.com | Mob: +91 7021850198



? B I S® Organised by
‘l. | N |

ASIA'S BROADCASTING
& INFOTAINMENT SHOW

NURNBERG MESSE

SCAT2022

SCAT INDIA TRADESHOW = MUMBAI
13 - 15 October 2022

Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

Premium International Venue for Best-In-Class Exhibitions

www.scatindiashow.com

CABLE TV * BROADBAND ° IPTV e SATELLITE TV

NuernbergM India Pvt. Ltd.
Hs bbe R dia It td OFFICIAL MEDIA PUBLICATION
Varun Gaba Geeta Lalwani Manoj Kumar Madhavan
g‘?&g;}ggggﬁg S Portfolio Director Project Manager - Editor (Satellite & Cable TV Magazine)
M: +91 99458 26427 M: +91 7021850198 Mob.: +91-91082 32956
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com

varun.gaba@nm-india.com scat.sales@nm-india.com www.scatmag.com
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