DISH DOCTOR

Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3" Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

OTT REGULATION

Q: What is the current status on the OTT Regulation?
Zakir Hussain,
Media Consultant, Hyderabad

Ans.: India's efforts to regulate OTT platforms are currently
focused on the Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill,
2023, which is intended to modernize the country's
broadcasting laws. This draft bill is designed to bring OTT
platforms and digital news services under a unified
regulatory framework. It will replace the older Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act of 1995 and address
newer broadcasting technologies.

Key provisions in the bill include the establishment
of content evaluation committees for self-regulation and a
Broadcast Advisory Council to advise on potential
violations related to program and advertisement codes.
The bill also includes measures for inclusivity, such as
promoting subtitles and audio descriptors for people with
disabilities.

However, challenges remain. Critics argue that the
bill may impose excessive control, especially over certain
digital platforms, and there is ambiguity around how
different types of content—such as user-generated social
media content versus
professional OTT
content—will  be
regulated. The bill
is still under
discussion, and
ministries are working
on finalizing clear
guidelines to reduce
regulatory overlap
and provide a robust
framework.
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