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INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING

Q: Please elaborate on theInfrastructuresharing
assuggested by TRAI.

Preetam Dasgupta, New Delhi,
Cable TV Consultant

Ans.: Infrastructure sharing in the TV broadcasting
network involves collaborative efforts among
competitorsto shareresources for faster expansion and
cost reduction in delivering broadcasting services to
subscribers. This approach allows service providersto
invest in new technologies and improve service quality.
The decisions regarding infrastructure sharing are
typically driven by commercial considerations rather
than being mandated.

In TV broadcasting distribution networks,
infrastructure sharing can take various forms. One
approach involves multiple Distribution Platform
Operators (DPOs) collaborating voluntarily to provide
TV broadcasting services to consumers. Another
approach entails one
DPO establishing,
operating,
and maintaining the
distribution network,
while another DPO
delivers services to its
subscribers using the
former's network on a
pay-per-use basis.
This sharing
can lower the
cost per subscriber,
accelerate geographical
service expansion, and
bridge the rural-urban
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digital divide. Similar infrastructure sharing opportunities
exist in digital media platforms, particularly in cloud
hosting, security, and digital rights management.

TRAI's recommendations on 'Sharing of
Infrastructure in Television Broadcasting Distribution
Sector' dated March 29, 2017, led to amendments in
guidelines by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (M1B), enabling infrastructure sharing:

Sharing of infrastructure among HITS operators
and between HITS operators and Multi-System
Operators (MSOs) has been allowed through an MIB
Order dated November 6, 2020, amending the 'HITS
Guidelines for Broadcasting Service in India’ dated
November 26, 20009.

Sharing of infrastructure by Direct-to-Home (DTH)
operators has been permitted through an MIB Order
dated December 30, 2020, amending the 'Guidelines for
obtaining License for providing DTH Broadcasting
Servicesin India dated March 15, 2001, and as amended.
Sharing of infrastructure among MSOs has been
authorized through an MIB Order dated December 29,
2021, viathe'Guidelinesfor sharing of infrastructure by
Multi-System Operators.' B
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