POLICY

MEDIA COUNCIL TO
OVERSEE TV,
DIGITAL AND PRINT

The idea of Media Council to oversee the TV,
Digital and Print is an interesting proposition
and will have a unified command for all the key
stakeholders in the media space.

The Press Council of India proposal to the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) for establishing a
Media Council that encompasses all media platforms like
TV, print and digital isan interesting idea
and the Govt should look at it seriously.

"TheMinistry had earlier received
aproposal fromthe Press Council of India
regarding constitution of Media Council
encompassing various media platforms,”

Information & Broadcasting (1& B) minister
Anurag Thakur said.

Thakur also said that the three mediums have
different regulatory mechanisms. "At present, separate
regulatory mechanismsexist for different mediaplatforms-
Press Council of Indiaunder the Press Council Act,1978 for
print media, Cable TV Network (Regulation) Act, 1995 for
television and the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelinesand Digital MediaEthics Code) Rules, 2021 under
the Information Technology Act, 2000 for digital news
publishersand OTT platforms," he noted.

Last year, the PCl had informed its members about
its resolve to recommend to the Centre to make suitable
amendments to the existing Press Council Act, 1978 to
include electronic media, news channels, e-papers, social
media etc under one legislation.

Inaletter dated September 29, 2020, the PCI had told
itsmembersthat the decision to recommend aM edia Council
was in continuation of the council’s belief that “when the
print mediahasawatchdog in the Press Council of India, in
the opinion of the council, clearly, something parallel is
advisablefor the entire media’.

Thisincludes newspapers and periodicalsin print or
other form, e-newspapers, news portals, social media and
any other platforms of news dissemination besides
electronic media (TV channelsasalso radio).

It remains to be seen how seriously this is taken
forward and itsimplementation. |
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