OTT MARKETS SURGING AHEAD

The OTT markets are surging in India.Ormax OTT
Audience Report: 2024 states that India has
approximately 547.3 million (54.73 crore)
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OTT users, marking a 13.8% growth from
the previous year.The growth is largely
driven by the AVOD (Advertisement-Based
Video on Demand) segment, which
increased by 21%. However, the SVOD
(Subscription Video on Demand) segment
saw a decline of 2%.
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The number of active paid OTT
subscriptions has remained stagnant at
around 99.6 million, with the average number of
subscriptions per user decreasing from 2.8 to 2.5.

PRASAR BHARATI OTT PLATFORM
CONTROVERSY

Prasar Bharati has faced criticism for potentially
breaching government guidelines by allowing private
channels to stream on its OTT platform. Industry experts
argue this move may violate the Guidelines for Uplinking
and Downlinking of Satellite Television Channels in India,
2022.

Concerns have been raised that
this policy might undermine the cable and
DTH industries, disrupting established
market practices.

Prasar Bharati released a new
Content Sourcing Policy, which includes
arevenue-sharing model for TV, OTT, and
digital networks. Content that fails to
generate positive revenue for 180 days may be removed from
its OTT platform.

The revenue-sharing model varies, with production
houses typically receiving 65-70% of the net revenue after
deducting operational costs.

CONCERNS OVER THE
BROADCASTING BILL

Digital news publishers have expressed concerns

that the new Draft Broadcasting Bill could enforce
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censorship by placing additional compliance
burdens on content creators.

Media figures and legal experts are calling 5.
for more transparency, arguing that the Bill could
threaten the freedom of speech and create ___
unnecessary government control over digital
content.

DISNEY+ HOTSTAR'S PARTNERSHIP WITH
PUBMATIC

Disney+ Hotstar has partnered with
PubMatic to enhance programmatic monetization
of its content, enabling advertisers to reach a
broad audience through various buying
channels.

This collaboration aims to maximize
revenue while ensuring a premium viewing
experience for users and effective results for
advertisers.

BANIJAY INVESTS IN REALITY SERIES

Banijay Asia plans to invest $50 million (over Rs 400
crore) in a "first-of-its-kind" reality series tentatively titled 'Race
to Space', making it India's most expensive television show.

The investment will cover the licensing fee to the
US-based Space Exploration and Research Agency (SERA)
as well as production and talent costs,
they added. Industry watchers said
'Bigg Boss Hindi', hosted by
Bollywood star Salman Khan, is
currently the country's most
expensive non-fiction show, with
budgets exceeding Rs 150 crore.
"Given the scale and scope of the
project, this is not just a documentary
series or just a reality series - it is a 'space programme',"
Banjay Asia CEO Deepak Dhar said.

The series will feature the emotions of shortlisted
persons overcoming challenges to become one among the
first Indians to travel to space in Blue Origin's New Shepard
reusable suborbital rocket. It will be produced in India and
at the Huntsville, Alabama, Space Centre. The series is open
to all Indian citizens who are interested in participating in
the show.
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