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PD VAGHELA IS NEW
CHAIRMAN OF TRAI

The Appointment Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
announced the appointment of PD Vaghelaasthe chairman
of the Telecom Regulatory of India(TRALI). Hisappointment
isfor aperiod of threeyearsor until he attainsthe age of 65,
whicheverisearlier.

Vaghelais a Gujarat-cadre IAS
officer of batch 1986, will succeed RS
Sharma who is set to demit the office
on September 30, 2020. Prior to hisnew
stint, he was secretary, department of |
pharmaceuticals (DoP), under the
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
He was responsible for controlling the
prices of medicines and medical
devices.

Vaghela was one among the
several officialswho played akey role
intherollout of the goods and services
tax (GST)in2017.

Typically, the tenure of a TRAI
chairman isthree years, or 65 years of
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age, whichever isearlier, and the TRAI
Act does not have a provision for
extension of thetenure of the chairman.

However, RS Sharmawas appointed TRAI chief in
July 2015 for athree-year tenure ended in August 2018, the
government offered him afresh term of two years, that istill
heturned 65. Thisway, he becamethefirst TRAI chairman
to have atenure of five years.

Sharma, who had got a three-year extension in
August 2018, helmed the telecom regulatory authority
during a critical period when the telecom sector and the
market witnessed several changes, including consolidation.

He also played a key role in the adoption of net
neutrality in India and introduced a new framework for
broadcasting and cable services.

The telecom sector has been witnessing several
changes, a key one being the issue of the adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) dues and its subsequent unravelling in the
Supreme Court. Despite an extended 10-year time frame
granted to telecom companies for the repayment of their
dues, the situation for leading players VVodafone Idea and
Bharti Airtel remainsgrim. ®
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