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MARKET REPORT

AIRTEL–TATA GROUP
DTH MERGER TALKS

CALLED OFF
Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have officially terminated

discussions to merge their direct-to-home (DTH)
businesses, citing an inability to reach a “satisfactory

resolution.
The potential deal would have combined Tata Play,

housed under the Tata Group, with Bharti Telemedia, Airtel’s
DTH arm. Talks were first disclosed on February 26, 2025,
and would have marked the second major DTH
consolidation in India after the Dish TV–Videocon d2h
merger in 2016. However, after months of negotiations, both
parties have now mutually agreed to walk away from the
transaction.

MARKET ANALYSIS: DTH FACES PRESSURE IN
OTT-DRIVEN ERA

The failure to close the deal reflects broader
pressures in India’s shrinking DTH market, which is being
squeezed by rising broadband penetration, affordable smart
TVs, and the rapid
expansion of over-the-
top (OTT) streaming
platforms. According to
industry estimates,
India’s DTH subscriber
base has plateaued in
recent years, even as
digital consumption
shifts toward mobile
and connected TV
platforms.

Tata Play
(formerly Tata Sky) and
Bharti Telemedia are
among the top DTH
operators in the country, but both face revenue pressure
amid changing viewing habits. The intended merger was
seen as a strategic move to consolidate operations, reduce
costs, and enhance scale in a sector facing disruption.

With this deal off the table, the path forward for
legacy DTH players may now hinge more on hybrid models
that blend traditional broadcast with OTT distribution, or
on partnerships with broadband and content providers to
stay relevant in a converging media landscape.
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saMBaaivat saaOdo maoM TaTa samaUh ko AMtga-t Aanao vaalao TaTa Plao kao
eyarTola kI DITIeca SaaKa BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa ko saaqa imalaa idyaa
jaayaogaa.baatcaIt ka Kulaasaa sabasao phlao 26 frvarI 2025 kao ikyaa
gayaa qaa AaOr yah 2016 maoM iDSa TIvaI–vaIiDyaaoka^na DI2eca ivalaya ko baad
Baart maoM dUsara baD,a DITIeca ekIkrNa haota.halaaMik¸ mahInaaoM kI baatcaIt
ko baad¸ Aba daonaaoM pxaaoM nao laona–dona sao baahr inaklanao ko ilae AapsaI
sahmait jatayaI hO.
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saaOda pUra naa hao panaa Baart ko isakuD,to DITIeca baajaar maoM
vyaapk badlaava kao dSaa-ta hO̧  jaao ba`a^DbaOMD kI baZ,tI phuMca¸ ikfayatI
smaaT- TIvaI AaOr Aaovar–d^–Ta^p ³AoTITI´ sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- ko tojaI sao

ivastar ko karNa dbaava maoM
hO.hala ko vaYaao-M maoM Baart ko
DITIeca ga`ahk AaQaar maoM
isqarta AayaI hO¸ jabaik
iDijaTla Kpt maaobaa[la AaOr
knao@ToD TIvaI PlaoTfa^ma- kI
Aaor baZ, rhI hO.
TaTa Plao ³pUva- maoM TaTa ska[-́
AaOr BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa doSa
ko SaIYa- DITIeca Aa^proTraoM
maoM sao hOM¸ laoikna daonaaoM kao
rajasva dbaava ka saamanaa krnaa
pD, rha hO.p`staivat ivalaya

kao pircaalana kao samaoikt krnao̧  laagat kma krnao AaOr vyavaQaana ka
saamanaa kr rho xao~ maoM pOmaanao kao baZ,anao ko ilae ek rNanaIitk kdma ko
$p maoM doKa gayaa qaa.

[sa samaJaaOto ko ivafla hao jaanao ko baad¸ Aba parMpirk DITIeca
kMpinayaaoM ko ilae Aagao ka rasta ha[-iba`D maa^DlaaoM pr inaBa-r krogaa¸ jaao
parMpirk p`saarNa kao AaoTITI ivatrNa ko saaqa imaiEat kroMgao̧  yaa ba`a^DbaOMD
AaOr saamaga`I p`dataAaoM ko saaqa saaJaodarI pr inaBa-r krogaa¸ taik vao
maIiDyaa ko badlato pirdRSya maoM p`asaMigak banao rhoM.




