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The industry is trying to foster a collaborative
environment and TRAI is taking the lead as was evident in
the Open House discussion organized by TRAI on the
proposed National Broadcast Policy. The meeting brought
to light several critical concerns from various stakeholders
in the broadcasting industry. These concerns primarily
revolved around maintaining creative freedom, ensuring
a level playing field, and addressing the efficacy of
audience measurement systems.

Industry representatives emphasized the need for
creative freedom in content production. They warned
against regulations that might mandate specific content
requirements, such as a quota for Indian actors, as this
could curb freedom of speech and expression.

Specific proposals, such as the mandatory inclusion
of Doordarshan content on other platforms, were criticized.
Stakeholders argued that such mandates could create an
uneven playing field and might not be in line with consumer
demand.The inclusion of public broadcaster content (like
Doordarshan) on private platforms should be voluntary
and market-driven rather than enforced by regulation.

There were concerns about potential barriers to
competition that could arise from regulatory mandates.
For instance, forcing cable and DTH operators to carry
certain channels could disrupt fair competition.The policy
should ensure that the broadcasting sector remains
attractive for private investments while protecting existing
investments.

Ensure that the policy framework fosters a level
playing field for all players, including public and private
broadcasters.Develop strategies to attract and retain
private investments in the sector.

Opinions diverged on whether a single audience
measurement agency (BARC) suffices or if multiple
agencies are needed to ensure accuracy and competition.
While some argued that multiple agencies could dilute
data consistency, others believed that competition would
improve measurement quality.

The discussions highlight the importance of crafting
a National Broadcast Policy that respects the creative
freedom of content producers, promotes fair competition,
and ensures accurate audience measurement to reflect the
true viewership landscape in India. By addressing these
concerns, TRAI can help create a more dynamic and
equitable broadcasting environment.
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