The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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MAJOR REVAMP AT ITV NETWORK

There is a major revamp at iTV Networks. As
part of the restructuring, Meenakshi Singh, Sanjay
Singhal and Suman Singh are part of the network's
restructured team.

Meenakshi Singh has been elevated as President
Govt Sales& Retail for IndiaNews, iTV Network. Sanjay
Singhal has been promoted as
President, Govt. North Zone
Haryana, Punjab, Himachal for
India News and Aaj Samaj
Chandigarh and Delhi.

Suman Singh has also
been promoted as Deputy
General Manager (Sales).

Varun Kohli, CEO, iTV Network, said, “We are
delighted to elevate Meenakshi, Sanjay and Suman.
Their skills and wide experience will strive to further
strengthen the various revenue streams of iTV network
and achieve robust growth in the coming year and tap
newer opportunitiesin the ever-expanding Hindi news
space. The promotion reflects the value they bring to
the organisation as we execute our plan to grow the
business by leveraging our product.”
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Bharat Ranga is planning to
launch anew general entertainment
channel, Azad.The launch of the
channel has been slowed down
because of the lockdown across
M aharashtra.

Ranga had a stint as Head of
Zee Entertainment’s International
Business.

SIDHARTH TV ADDS 2 TV CHANNELS
TO ITS PORTFOLIO

Sidharth TV launched two more TV channels —
Sidharth TV (GEC) and Sidharth Gold (music and movies)
— on May 15. A fourth channel will be launched by the
end of 2021.
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The group had launched its first TV channel,
‘Sidharth Bhakti’ (devotional), onApril 1 thisyear.

Sarthak TV waslaunched by themin 2010 and It
was sold to Zeel in 2015 and is now known as Zee
Sarthak.

THE Q INDIA APPOINTS KRISHNA
MENON AS COO

QYou Media Inc has announced that The Q
India, the company’s Hindi language youth-oriented
channel, has appointed KrishnaMenon as
the company’s Chief Operating Officer,
moving from his position as Chief Revenue
Officer.

Menon has served the company
since November of 2018 and has been
instrumental in growing the businessfrom
asmall independent channel into becoming
one of India’s fastest growing media
brands.

Curt Marvis, CEO and Co-Founder
of QYou Media, said, “Krishnahasbeen a
true leader and for more than two years
hasworked to grow our business, raising
it to new levels of viewership, revenue
growth and brand recognition. Working
with Simran Hoon, our recently
announced CEO, Krishna will be
instrumental in driving forward The Q’'s
many planned strategic growth
opportunities.” Going forward, Menon
will be directly responsible for
distribution, branding, influencer
marketing, digital sales and operations
and will report to Hoon, while other
departments including ad sales and
programming will be directly under
Hoon’s management.

Marvis added, “We now have in
place an experienced and effective senior management
structurefor The Q India. Itisincredibly gratifying for us
at The Q to have such a strong and experienced team
leading usforward.”

Menon joined QYou MedialndiaPvt. Ltd. inlate
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2018. Prior to this, Menon served asthe Chief Revenue
and Marketing Officer for Sakal Media Group. He
formerly held senior sales, operational and business
development rolesfor Dainik Bhaskar Group, OnMobile
Global, Network 18 (Viacom) and Radio Mirchi (Times
of India Group). His experience extends across
television, digital, radio and print media.

The Q India is an advertiser and influencer
marketing supported Hindi language content brand,
channel and VOD provider delivering hit digital
programming from social media stars and leading
digital video creatorstargeting Young Indian audiences.
The Q India is available in over 100 million TV
households and to over 612 million OTT and mobile
usersin India

REPUBLIC TV GOES INTO UK

Republic TV isgoing international andisavailable
on Hotstar and Yupp TV in the UK market.

Now its English news channel
Republic TV has tied up with
DistroTV to cater to the United
Kingdom market.

Hindi newschannel R Bharat hasnow
set its sights on the international markets.

After content partnerships with all major OTT
platforms Like Hotstar, Yupp TV, it has now added
DistroTV inthe UK and APAC markets.

Republic Media Network, group CEO, Vikas
Khanchandani said, "Republic TV is a news media
technology company and has been the front runner to
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make its streaming services available across smart
phones and connected TVs with its partnerships
with OTT, OEMs and Telco platforms both within
India and globally. The pandemic has accelerated
streaming TV consumption driven by news & sports.
It's an opportune moment for us to pivot our strategy
in the UK market as streaming is outpacing pay TV in
UK.”

TIMES ENGLISH CHANNELS GETS ON
PLANETCAST PLATFORM

Planetcast Media Services, a key player in
cloud-based technology for the television broadcast
industry announced that Times
Network has successfully
implemented the transition of its
English Entertainment channels and
Zoomtoit'scloud platform - Cloud. X.

The turnkey solution includes
end-to-end management of broadcast

operations including satellite
uplinking of Times Network’s
channels.

Cloud X, a state-of-the-art
cloud infrastructure, which offers an
advanced platform along with
flexibility for cloud-based operations
is deployed to Times Network’s
English Entertainment channels -
Movies Now SD, Movies Now HD, Romedy Now SD,
Romedy Now HD, MNX SD, MNX HD, MN+, and Zoom.

The services are hosted at Planetcast’s
advanced cloud data center based out of Noida. As
part of the long-term engagement, PMSL also re-
distributes the channels to various digital platforms
across India.

NXTDIGITAL & SITI
COLLABORATION

NXTDIGITAL and Siti Networks are collaborated
for ainfrastructure sharing agreement in the M SO space
in the country.

The potential market for such PaaS (Platform-
as-a-Service) or infrastructure sharing servicesin India

NETWORKS INK

\,

TIMES
NETHWORK

NOW OR NOTHING

PLANETCAST

HAETE, AU AN Zoehl WehM SHT & A1 9 F [Jvarar
T O ABEN & A1 W AN drdes el 9 AIH
T AT U I § FE A TE € | HEMHT J T
3T T EHT FIerd a1 &1 F9d & oI &7 BT E | I% &
AN F 39T T Bl AT g8 & oT g &A1 ol U
SO & %, s I HA1 g H G T Bl U 8IS T
Bl

F A YA B WHASHRE WSHIH Bl
g e
CHZETE Hisar AfdA, AT T FEr & oy
FATIT AL A & Uk TIF Faarsl, T 2o &l 2
foh 2™ qead T AU U FAIAT
Al 3T S I TG FATST WHH —
FTIT TFT g7 L(ATAI0] HT HBIH
AHAAYEd T HT o 2 |
T TN § 2R q2ash & ol &
Hewze Safeifoh™ Afed GATYT FATaT
U2-Z-U2 YgeH 9 © |
FATIZT TF UH AEME F132
SHIZaR? ddbldl & Sl d3s STeEnd
T & [0 Tl & A1 Teh 31
% SIS AR I9dl —Jaie 13 TAE],
1S TEEl, THUAUET TAE], TAUAUET TdEl, UHTT & d
T @I T e T E |

TG H AT ROd wHewre & AYHE TS
221 2T | &P (o T 7 | @aT 3ty 9% WY aq e &
for frudumee g avd § e Ried wewi 9 e
@1 7 7 foatd dvar 2 |

qugadt fEfes o fdt Aeum @ &g

qHEan

AUl [Siqed A Wel Jeasm 1 29 § oA
& § SHIEd? bl RGN & forT FEtra foa % |

WA H T WU (%201 ) A1
Fg7 SRR HaT3 & forq HHiierd A 1 3FAH 60 Miera

14 SATELLITE & CABLETV

JUNE 2021



is estimated at over 60 million cable TV subscribers;
connected to around 1,000 M SOs — largely independent
or regional players, who often face such cost,
connectivity and quality challenges.

NXTDIGITAL MD & CEO Vynsley Fernandes
commented, “With significant
investmentsin technology, our HITS
platform was designed to facilitate
MSOsdeliver digital content across
India. We're happy that Siti ~
Networks, India's biggest and most
progressive MSO, has chosen to
work with us, sharing our
infrastructure to deliver their servicesin marketswhere
conventional connectivity remains a challenge. Our
HITS PaaS solution, in line with the government’s
support for our industry istheright step in thisdirection,
helping MSOs save on connectivity costs whilst
improving their quality of service; and we are surethis
tieup with Siti will be a landmark moment in the
industry."

This move is in line with Siti strategy of
enhancing its operational efficiencies and
providing high up-time and quality
services to its customers across the

infrastructure to deliver its signals to its
local cable operators (LCOs), thus
providing its services to semi-urban and
rural subscribers while also expanding
its footprint across the country through
satellite. For this integration,
NXTDIGITAL's PaaS vertical has worked with Siti
Networks' existing set-top boxes to provide services
with the HITS platform wherever required.

Through the PaaS model, NXT expects to see
MSOs faced with challenges of rising connectivity
costs and quality — transition to a robust and
independent sustainable model with better quality of
service. &

country. Financially, thismovewill help Siti /

control its connectivity costs and deliver

uninterrupted servicesto existing and new

markets. \ |
Siti will leverage the HITS /
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