POLICY

OTT CONTENT TO BE
CENSORED!

The recent controversy brewing against the
web series Tandav produced by Amazon Prime
has triggered a huge round of outcry which
has led to the demand for OTT content
to be censorsed.

Information and
Broadcasting Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar made a major
announcement that the Ministry will
soon release guidelines for OTT
platforms.

"We have received a lot of
complaints against some serials
available on OTT platforms. Films
and series released on OTT
platformsand digital newspapersdo
not come under the purview of the
Press Council Act, Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, or
Censor Board. We will soon come
up with some guidelines for the
OTT platforms," said Prakash
Javadekar

The 1&B
ministry had
received a number
of complaints
against Tandav for
its depiction of
Hindu Gods in the
show. Three FIRs
have been
registered against
the makers of the
series in three
different cities, |
these  include
Lucknow, Mumbai
and Greater Noida.
The show, a

political drama, has been drawing flak on social mediaand

isaccused of hurting religious sentiments.

Several programmes have come under criticismwith
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asection claiming that their sentimentswere hurt dueto the
programmes. FIRswererecently registered in several states
against the makers and actors of Saif Ali Khan-starrer
Tandav.

Earlier, a kissing scene in a temple premise in 'A
Suitable Boy' also triggered acontroversy. Last November,
the government had brought online content -- news on
digital platforms as well as audio-visual programmes on
OTT platformslike Netflix.

The print mediais monitored by the Press Council of
India, thereisno regulatory body by the government or the
industry to regulate online content. The News Broadcasters
Association (NBA) monitors news channels while the
Advertising Standards Council of India looks after
advertisements and the Central Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) looksintofilms.

In 2019, Javadekar had said that there should be some
kind of regulation for over-the-top platformslikethereisfor
the print, electronic mediaand films. ®
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