BROADCAST TECHNOLOGY

EVOLVING THE
REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK FOR
GROUND-BASED
BROADCASTING

EVOLUTION OF GUIDELINES FORTV
BROADCASTING

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
has periodically issued Guidelines for Uplinking and
Downlinking of Satellite Television Channels, outlining
terms and conditions for satellite-based TV broadcasting
services. These guidelines mandate the use of satellite
technology for uplinking and downlinking, implicitly
restricting terrestrial communication mediums.

EMERGENCE OF GROUND-BASED
BROADCASTING

Technological advancements have enabled
broadcasters to transmit television channels terrestrially to
the headends of Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs),
bypassing the need for uplinking or downlinking via
satellites. Like traditional satellite-based channels, these
ground-based channels can be distributed to multiple DPO
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networks, allowing for broader dissemination under
commercial agreements. However, a clear regulatory
framework governing such Ground-Based Broadcasters
(GBBs) is absent.

DEFINING SATELLITE-BASED AND GROUND-
BASED BROADCASTERS
For clarity:
¢ Satellite-Based Broadcasters (SBBs): Utilize satellite
technology for content transmission.

¢ Ground-Based Broadcasters (GBBs): Employ
terrestrial mediums such as broadband, fiber optics,
or cloud-based platforms for content distribution.

TECHNOLOGIES IN GROUND-BASED
BROADCASTING
GBBs leverage various advanced technologies to
enhance content delivery:
¢ Cloud-based Platforms: Facilitate flexible and scalable
distribution over the internet.

¢ Broadband Networks: Enable high-speed
transmission for high-quality video streams,
including live broadcasts.
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& Fiber Optics: Offer efficient and reliable content
delivery to DPOs.

While these technologies enable GBBs to match or
even surpass the capabilities of satellite broadcasting, their
reach may vary. Some GBBs operate within limited regions,
such as a district or state, while others achieve national-
level coverage.

NEED FOR A REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

To harness the benefits of evolving technologies, it
is critical to establish a comprehensive regulatory
framework for GBBs. A flexible policy allowing multiple
communication technologies can reduce costs and foster
innovation in broadcasting. Current restrictions on
terrestrial communication mediums may hinder broadcasters
from leveraging such advancements.

DEFINITIONS AND SCOPE OF
BROADCASTING

EXISTING DEFINITIONS
Definitions of "Broadcaster" and "Broadcasting"
under existing laws include:

& Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995:
Defines a broadcaster as any entity providing
programming services, including authorized
distribution agencies.

& Prasar Bharati Act, 1990: Broadly defines
broadcasting as the dissemination of audio-visual

* GEE Sitedd ¢ SIS @ I AR [T JEEL
7T 9e &7 2 |
Sk T Gl SATETdl ol HewEe FATT &l &M 4
4T M AT I AT AN R § e a1 &, Il 98 AT~
ST & Wbl & | 8 AT A &, S T o et ar
§ &M Hd &, Sdih 3T TSI I dhaisl U &id 2 |
faftems gia @ smaygsar
ferenfir &1 781 GEnfifeRal & @i & Sled & @ [,
AT & fore us =mes fafame grar w=iid & TeEgol
% |%% FaAW aEeal Bl START & ael Uk @dral A
AT &1 &9 &7 Tobcdl & AT TAEOT § T47 10 &l dgrar &
Tobdl & | IFZIe T J1eqd U7 I gfade AT al UAT
Tt T A9 TS A T T & |
R @ qRETEE ST S
LIS G RGO
AET Bl & ded WARE AT TEE @ uRerr
T T 63
o A Fifae Aeas (Fafawe), aifufrem,
1995 8 TARIGT Gl AT (0T USiET Afed IR
A Y HIA arell [ | 3TE & w9 § giid
HAT 2 |
¢ TR Rl SAfEE, 19908 YA & dd B9 4

28 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

DECEMBER 2024



BROADCAST TECHNOLOGY

content through electromagnetic waves or cables for
public consumption.

¢ Draft Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023:
Proposes that broadcasters include operators of
terrestrial, satellite, or OTT networks, emphasizing
inclusivity across technologies.

BROADENING THE DEFINITION

Existing definitions often imply reliance on satellite
technology. However, ground-based broadcasting
necessitates updating these definitions to encompass all
mediums, ensuring technological neutrality.

DISTINCTION BETWEEN GBBS AND
PLATFORM SERVICES

KEY DIFFERENCES
Platform services (PS) offered by DPOs differ from
GBB:s:
& PS channels are exclusive to a DPO’s network, with
content rights and revenue belonging to the DPO.
& GBBs, like SBBs, own content rights and distribute to
multiple DPOs, allowing broader dissemination.

STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVES ON GBBS
Stakeholders have suggested various definitions for
GBB:s:
1. GBBsare registered entities delivering programming
services to DPOs via terrestrial means, excluding
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satellite channels or
platform services.

2. GBBs should adhere to
the same regulations
as satellite
broadcasters under
MIB guidelines.

3. GBBsare distinct from
PS channels and operate as independent broadcasters
with content ownership and revenue rights.

SERVICE AREA AND OPERATIONAL SCOPE

NATIONAL AND STATE-LEVEL OPERATIONS
GBBs could operate at:
¢ National Level: Offering services across multiple
states.

¢ State Level: Targeting regional audiences with
potential for multi-state expansion under separate
authorizations.

ADVANTAGES OF MULTI-STATE OPERATIONS
Allowing state-level GBBs to operate in multiple
regions would:
4 Broaden audience reach.

¢ Cater to diverse linguistic and cultural preferences.

¢ Enhance regional and national content diversity.

REGULATORY RECOMMENDATIONS

KEY CONSIDERATIONS
1. Comprehensive Definitions: Clearly define
broadcasters, satellite-based and ground-based
broadcasting, and their respective scopes.

2. Technological Neutrality: Expand the definition of
broadcasters to accommodate all communication
mediums.

3. Flexibility in Operations: Permit GBBs to operate
across various service areas with appropriate
authorizations.

4. Policy Alignment: Harmonize regulations for SBBs
and GBBs while considering their unique operational
characteristics.

This regulatory framework aims to foster innovation,
reduce costs, and support the evolution of India’s
broadcasting sector by embracing modern technologies
such as cloud, fiber, and broadband networks.H
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