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The decks have been cleared by NCLT for the epic
merger of Sony TV and Zee TV. This is a very positive
indication and gives rise to a US$10-bn media entity. Both
Sony and Zee together will account for an audience share
of over 700 million in the TV and digital arena. Together
the two entities post-merger will own over 70 TV channels,
two video streaming platforms – ZEE5 and Sony LIV – and
film studios – ZEE Studios and Sony Pictures Films India
– with a market share of 26%.

However, the merger still has to see what will be the
role of Punit Goenka in the merged entity. The merger still
has to get past the final order regarding the promoters of
Zee who have been barred from holding any position in
the any listed company.

Another concern was Disney+ Hotstar lost 12.5
million subscribers due to the loss of sporting rights to
Viacom. This shows that the Indian streaming market
remains a difficult environment to achieve both scale and
profitability. There have been rumours about Disney +
Hotstar wishing to make an exit from the linear TV business
from India and is scouting for potential buyers or have a
JV with any company. If Disney makes an exit then Sony –
Zee has the potential to take lead and emerge as the
number one player in this segment. And if Goenkas are not
able to hold any position then NP Singh of Sony may head
the new entity. Singh is an old and experienced hand.

In another development he Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has issued a Consultation Paper
on Review of Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and
Cable services.

The authority has sought comments from stakeholders
on the paper to address the issues raised in the new tariff
order (NTO 3.0) issued in November, 2022.

This would address remaining issues pertaining to
Tariff, Interconnection and Quality of Service of
Broadcasting and Cable services, as identified by the
stakeholders' committee and suggested by other
stakeholders.

TRAI also released a consultation paper on
regulatory mechanism for over-the-top (OTT)
communication services, and selective banning of OTT
services, seeking inputs from stakeholders.

The next few months will redefine new norms for OTT
and address issues pertaining to broadcast and cable TV.
I hope that this should improve things as we head to an
election year in 2024.
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saaonaI TIvaI AaOr jaITIvaI ko eoithaisak ivalaya kao enasaIelaTI kI maMjaUrI
imala gayaI hO.yah ek bahut hI sakara%mak saMkot hO AaOr [sako calato 10
ibailayana AmaoirkI Da^lar kI maIiDyaa [ka[- ka janma hao rha hO.saaonaI AaOr jaI
daonaaoM imalakr TIvaI AaOr iDijaTla xao~ maoM 700 imailayana sao AiQak dSa-kaoM kI
ihssaodarI haisala kroMgao.ivalaya ko baad daonaaoM [ka[yaaM imalakr 70 sao AiQak
TIvaI caOnalaaoM¸ dao vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma-–jaI 5 AaOr saaonaI ilava–AaOr iflma
sTUiDyaao – jaI sTUiDyaaoja AaOr saaonaI ip@casa- iflmsa [MiDyaa–kI 26‰ baajaar
ihssaodar ko saaqa maailak haoMgao.

halaaMik¸ ivalaya maoM ABaI BaI yah doKnaa haogaa ik ivalaya vaalaI [ka[- maoM EaI
puinat AaOr EaI sauBaaYa caMd`a kI @yaa BaUimaka haogaI.ivalaya kao ABaI BaI jaI ko
p`maaoTraoM ko saMbaMQa maoM AMitma AadoSa imalanaa baakI hO¸ ijanhoM iksaI BaI saUcaIbaw
kMpnaI maoM kao[- BaI pd QaarNa krnao sao raok idyaa gayaa hO.

ek AaOr icaMta kI baat yah qaI ik vaayaaka^ma ko Kola AiQakar Kaonao ko
karNa iDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTar nao 12º5 imailayana ga`ahk Kao idyaa hO.[sasao pta
calata hO ik BaartIya sT/IimaMga baajaar maoM pOmaanao AaOr laaBap`d<aa daonaaoM haisala
krnao ko ilae ek kizna maahaOla banaa huAa hO.eosaI AfvaahoM hOM ik iDjnaI Plasa
ha^TsTar Baart sao laIinayar TIvaI vyavasaaya sao baahr inaklanaa caahta hO AaOr
saMBaaivat KrIdaraoM kI tlaaSa kr rha hO yaa iksaI kMpnaI ko saaqa saMyau@t ]Vma
krnao kI kaoiSaSa kr rha hO.yaid iDjnaI baahr inaklata hO tao saaonaI – jaI maoM
baZ,t laonao AaOr [sa saogamaoMT maoM naMbar ek iKlaaD,I ko $p maoM ]Barnao kI xamata
hO.AaOr Agar EaI gaaoyanaka kao[- pd saMBaalanao maoM saxama nahIM hOM tao saaonaI ko EaI
enapI isaMh na[- [ka[- ko p`mauK hao sakto hOM.EaI isaMh ek puranao AaOr AnauBavaI
vyai@t hOM.

ek Anya GaTnaaËma maoM BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ nao
p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae inayaamak Z,aMcao kI samaIxaa pr ek pramaSa-
p~ jaarI ikyaa hO.

p`aiQakrNa nao navaMbar 2022 maoM jaarI nayao TOirf AadoSa ³enaTIAao 3º0´ maoM
]zayao gayao mau_aoM ko samaaQaana ko ilae ihtQaarkaoM sao popr pr iTPpiNayaaM maaMgaI hO.

yah ihtQaarkaoM kI saimait Wara phcaanao gayao AaOr Anya ihtQaarkaoM Wara
sauJaayao gayao p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko TOirf¸ [MTrknao@Sana AaOr saovaa kI
gauNava<aa sao saMbaMiQat SaoYa mau_aoM ka samaaQaana krogaa.

T/a[- nao Aaovar–d–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ saMcaar saovaaAaoM ko ilae inayaamak tM~ AaOr
AaoTITI saovaaAaoM pr cayanaa%mak p`itbaMQa pr ek pramaSa- p~ jaarI ikyaa hO¸
ijasapr ihtQaarkaoM sao [napuT maaMgaa gayaa hO.

Agalao kuC mahInao¸ AaoTITI ko ilae nayao maanadMDaoM kao ifr sao pirBaaiYat
kroMgao AaOr p`saarNa va kobala TIvaI saMbaMiQat mau_aoM ka samaaQaana kroMgao.mauJao ]mmaId
hO ik [sasao caIjaaoM maoM sauQaar haonaI caaihe @yaaoMik hma 2024 maoM caunaavaI vaYa- kI Aaor
baZ, rho hOM.


