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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

The‘MakeinIndia’ policy isexpected to get a boost
with the ease of business and local cable manufacturing
thrust that is being pushed by the Indian government.
The directive by the government asking telecom
companies to look at alternate routes for supply of 5G
hardware is intended to target Chinese companies like
Huawei & ZTE. This will provide the Indian telecom
and cable equipment suppliers a chance to boost their
manufacturing capacity. There areampleincentivesbeing
offered by the government to prospective Indian
companies willing to invest in this.

This will take a few years to make an impact but
definitely will propel Indian manufacturing sector to
ramp up. The‘ease of business’ will also encouragelocal
and FDI to a great extent. | am very optimistic that the
next decade is of India. There is bound to be a
phenomenal transformation across the sectors.

Department of Telecommunications (DoT) last year
had written aletter and requested TRAI to reconsider its
recommendationson the Regulatory Framework for OTT
communication servicesand suggest a suitableregulatory
mechanism for OTTs, including issues relating to
'selective banning of OTT services' as part of its
recommendations.

TRAI has said that a fresh consultation process may
be initiated to frame suitable regulatory framework for
OTT and is seeking inputs from stakeholders.

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has
released a consultation paper on the regulatory
mechanism for Over-The-Top (OTT) communication
services, and selective banning of OTT Services.

Scatmag reports on the OTT regulations currently
followed by various countries.

The Zee-Sony merger seems to be stuck in a legal
maize with the battle now looking at ending up in the
courts, after the SEBI ruling against the promoters of
Zee holding any key position in any company, until the
investigation is completed. The promoters should be
entitled to the rule of natural justice and at the same
time, the merger should go ahead without any hindrance
with or without the Zee promoters.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

HEIZE ST BT 2t &1 giar &

F9T7 qIT 7% 4T &1 T8l SHH TTaq AI=E

—=

ABP NETWORK MAKES DIGITAL
SHIFT

ABP Network makesthetransitionto digital inthe
midst of losses and has announced a

Rfew wrEia &1 T gEdt q2Es
A1 & g/ wA ea, ffiqed ¥ aeaa @ w ®
HOAT AR @ A 7 Ried 9a a

strategic decision to transit two of its S A AR e
regional channels, ABP Ganga and ABP ABP Network e i P @

Sanjha, from linear to a digital-led format
delivery of their content.

ABP Network reiteratesits embrace
of thedigital erawhileremaining dedicated abp
to the delivery of impactful news via .
engaging programming. The digital led HS
platform allowsviewersto personalise their
content consumption and enjoy an immersive viewing
experience drawing on the indomitable heft of ABP
Network’s dedicated team of journalists, producers, and
content creators.

ROSE TV OFF AIR

Rose TV is off air asthe Govt has revoked the
permission to uplink and downlink ROSE TV channel, the
non-News & Current AffairsTV Channel.

In an order, the ministry said that

Sub News Broadcast Corporation Private (
Limited (SNBCPL) has misused the k RD SE'&
v

contracted out the permission of ROSE TV

channel to R P Techvision India Private

Limited illegally without approval of the

MIB and thus, has committed violation of Clause 32 of
the Policy Guidelines, 2022.

permission of ROSE TV channel and Q

IBDF HIGHLIGHTS C-BAND ISSUE

The Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has emphasised that it cannot divide the C-band
spectrum in 3700-4200 MHz range between
terrestrial 5G carriersand satellite services.

IBDF secretary general Siddharth Jain, l '
inaletter addressed to DoT Secretary (telecom)
K Rajaraman, opposed the government's |pdian Broadcasting
& Digital Foundation

proposal to move Indian broadcasting from
the current frequency band of 3700-4200 MHz
t04000-4200 M Hz.
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IBDF posited that the move would cause the low-
noise blocks (LNBs) of all receivers to get overloaded.
Weak satellite signals will weaken further when 5G
transmissions start within the current C-Band of 3,700-
4,200MHz.

SREENIVASAN JAIN TURNS TO
TEACHING

Sreenivasan Jain, former Group Editor of NDTV, is
using his three decades experience to teach and train
students and has joined Jindal School of
Journalism and Communication as Faculty.

Sreenivasan Jain said, “In my three decades
in TV news and journalism, one of the most
rewarding aspects of the experience was the
opportunity to work with and train younger
entrantsinto our newsroom. | look forward to

as a faculty member at the Jindal School of
Journalism & Communication of O.P. Jindal
Global University.”

Jain had been with the television channel since
1995. He istherecipient of Journalist of the Year by the
Ramnath GoenkaAwardsin 2014, by the Red Ink Awards
in 2015, and anchor of theyear at ENBA Awards, 2016.

NEWS24 HIRES MAYUR AGGARWAL

News24 roped in Mayur Aggarwal as Vice
President, Sales.

As Vice President of Sales, Aggarwal will be
responsible for leading the company's sales efforts,
developing and executing effective sales strategies, and
driving revenue growth. With over 17 years of experience,
Aggarwal has earlier served stints at Zee Media, NDTV,
Zee Entertainment & Times Television.

"Weare delighted to wel come Mr. Mayur Aggarwal
to News24 as our new Vice President of Sales," Anuradha
Prasad, Editor in Chief of News24 Broadcast IndiaLimited.

Aggarwal said, "l am honoured to join News24
and be part of this dynamic team. | look forward to
leveraging my experience to enhance our sales strategies,
strengthen customer relationships, and drive revenue
growth. Together, we will achieve great success." B

e

Commenting on his new role ““y %
|

extending that experience in this new innings ‘

SREENIVASAN JAIN
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SHEMAROO AND SEVEN NETWORK
PARTNERSHIP

Shemaroo has gone global with its launch in
Australia. Shemaroo Entertainment
Limited has joined with the Seven
Network, one of Australiasleading media
companies to launch Shemaroo
Bollywood, the first-ever Bollywood
F.A.S.T. (free ad-supported streaming TV)
channel inAustralia. Shemaroo Bollywood
will be available free on Seven Network's streaming
platform, 7plus+, and providing seamless accessto avast
library of iconic Indian/Bollywood movies.

DISNEY+ HOSTSTAR LOOKS AT
CRICKET WORLD CUP

While Disney+ Hotstar islooking at improving
its viewership with the World Cup. JioCinema's
strategy to stream IPL for free resulted in Disney+
Hotstar stating that the Asia Cup and ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup will be made available
as free-to-view to all mobile phone users.

While Disney+ Hotstar’s intent is to
increase both the subscriber base and
monetisation through AV OD with the property
behind a paywall on CTV and free on mobile,
advertisers are expecting a higher reach, lesser
CPM and improved interest-based targeting.

Industry experts feel that this move can
negatively affect subscription revenue growth for
global/broadcaster-led OTT platforms, which are
SV OD/freemium, based respectively. Offering premium
content free does not augur well, as Indian OTTs
already deal with challenges like lower ARPU, high
content cost, a fragmented market and dominance of
social, search and commercein the ad market.

EORTV ON JIO SET-TOP BOX

Jio's strategy to increase its reach is evident as
EORTV appwill beavailableto Jo4K STB subscribers.OTT
platform EORTV has entered into a strategic partnership
with Jio Set-Top Box (STB) to enhance distribution.

INDIA KHUSH HUA

B
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Users of Jio 4K STB will now be able to access
EORTYV on abigger screen. Userswill need to select from
the plans offered by EORTV and pay through the
platform’swebsite to enjoy viewing of the content on Jio
STB.

EORTV app will be available for al Jio Fiber
SubscribersviaJio STB and can be downloaded from Jio
Store

CENTRE’S MANDATORY POLICY FOR
oTT

The Centre has made it mandatory for OTT
platformsto display anti-tobacco warningsasare seenin
movies screened in theatresand TV programmes.

According to the notification,
publishers of online-curated content
displaying tobacco products or their use
will be required to display anti-tobacco
health spots each of a minimum of 30
seconds at the beginning and middle of
the programme.

They shall also be required to
exhibit an anti-tobacco health warning as a prominent
static message at the bottom of the screen when tobacco
products or their useis displayed during the programme.

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO PLANS AD-
SUPPORTED LAUNCH

Amazon is planning to launch an ad-supported
tier for itsOTT offering Prime Video for whichitisstill in
the early stages of discussions with Warner Bros.
Discovery and Paramount for Max and Paramount Plus,
as per reports.

Asof now, the SVOD OTT platform’s subscription
isavailable under two options- one costs $14.99 per month
under Prime Membership and the other standalone one
which costs $8.99 per month globally. Amazon is eyeing
variouswaysof implementing adsin PrimeVideoincluding
showing more ads to existing subscribers and adding an
option to pay morefor an ad-free experience and more.

They also wish to incorporate Freevee, its Free
Ad-Supported Streaming TV (FAST) service, by adding
content from PrimeVideo. B
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AT | H T8 &A1 2 AT W & Jad1ze & Ay
I A BT 2T | SINAREET U9 A v iga et
% forg ol waerl & AT 7 Iuwed 2 AR g9 o =R
7 2 o A1 e % |
A & fWQ 5 o SAfEE it

@3 | T § SERT Wew & [y dard T
A 2 HREHT H TS A Al e § 2 S ¢ |
HIEFET & FAT A SRl AT
Rk R Bl e e e | G R L
AT & TR D BIEFA Dl JEAT AT
Te2 § &9 F & 30 HbS o o caeg (eirel
e 1E GEfS &7 bl H9FhT Bn |
| =% IEFHA & AUH daTd IR AT D
Bl 39 1 Yeliid @ 399 B & 1 Uh
Ty v #e9l & ®U § dard; faRTEl mme garem e
& Bl I AL 2 |

fasmem gafdfa @fea & drs=n =T @ R
AT Y9 st

Rred @ qiaes 3FH 30T AR SAERT 92
itz & fog U fasmom i foaw @ v @ AT &
@A & [Ty WHTEE & A1 9= & P 9§ § |

YT & o0 THATAET eI @ieh &l JS=dr 2
foehedl & Ted SUAS &-Udh &l BT U12H HaIIT & ded
14.99 =@ UId 912 & W g TI3EE el B
IfYas =W 8.99 ¥ Ui AE T | 3T UM dirzar §
frstTost @1 @] & & A e W T T T E,
BECKISERI eI R PEA TR R A CLels e L CE IR R Chl
APHT & oY AT T B Fl [Gdhed A1 e © |
TG T ST (W) Far &1 i I B aEd & | W
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FOCUS: MAKE-IN-INDIA

CREATING THE

INFRA FOR LOCAL

CABLE

MANUFACTURE &

EASE OF B1Z

The ‘Make in India’ thrust has provided

incentives to boost the local cable technology

manufacture. At the same the focus on ‘Ease of
business' is simplifying the norms to encourage

investments.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the foregoing discussion, the authority

recommendsthat:

1 Government should establish Centres of Excellence

for Broadcasting and
converged technologies
viaPPP model or upgrade
the Telecom Centres of
Excellence to include
focus on broadcasting
tehcnologies and
equipment. Such
centre(s) should have
representation from MIB,
academiaand concerned
industry stakeholders to
promote research and
development to harness
the capabilities and
opportunities present
and to build new capabilities and opportunitiesin the
broadcasting industry. In collaboration with Ministry
of Electrnicsand Information technology (Mel Ty) and
Department of Telecommunications (DOT), MIB
should especially focus on emerging technol ogiesand
tenets of era of convergence and aim at building an
eco-system for broadcast equipment.

Council for Promoting Exports in the broadcasting
sector is necessary. Government should focus on
enabling Telecom Export Promotion Council (TEPC)

WM A S8R AR
MR § SEF & g
gAEl el AR &

‘U 39 3T AT T T dad e
fagfor @1 agrar a9 & ferT gicareT 9er fear
AT & AN 4 AT 9T S #lad 84

fesr @ gimRa & @ fog qEesr &
7T g A7 el &

RreiRel &1 awieT
SWE g9 @ AN § T g G SgET
& & 16 3

1. Il U7 JT=e o
e H YHTE T draad
drEnfiiedl & M I &
YT &A1 ARy a1 g
TENTITRAT 3T TUHON 9T &
Figd T & 1T FTHET Ipeedl
@al § AGE AT AR
N ETeA B AT JHRIT TET H
TAT AFATST 3T HT BT
T 79 & Q 3Ea™ A7
fereT a1 aeran &4 & forg THaTg
1, fore S 3 Fatd SEn
fequmal @1 gfafie g

afew | geFgita o7 Far drenfiar qarea

(THEaEda ) A grar favm (3mer) & weanT 7

THEAT @l (979 B 7 IHIAT TENfiiehal 37 dvaatd

% g & Praidi W S @ied & 9iee AX T

TUHTIN & [T U FehI-TH72H A b1 @ T8 A1 |
2. UHW & § R @1 ag & & T BIER sTasad

2 | AHT &l ST 1 FRT g susin &

16

SATELLITE & CABLETV

JULY 2023



FOCUS: MAKE-IN-INDIA

or some similarly placed organization to also promote
and facilitate exports of locally manufactured
broadcast equipment. TEPC may involve
representatives of MIB and stakeholders from
Broadcasting industry to improve the focus on
broadcasting equipment.

Telecom Engineering Centre (TEC), Department of
Telecommunications should be mandated to test and
standardise all the broadcast equipment. TEC should
release the list of specifications and requirements to
be followed in manufacturing of the broadcast
equipment.

To promote manufacturing of local broadcasting
equipment, MIB may consider appropriate measures
for developing local R& D ecosystem as enumerated
below:

i.  Strengthen existing R& D Centresin public sector,
suchas C-DOT. MIB should consider appropriate

THI9E wEr (SEART) a1 g8 3 a7 & e @
Te BT T AN diad BT AT | THE0 UH0N T
BT &l Jed? a o (o0 SEUTT TH3TEET & giaiear
3 TAT AT & AT DT BT I Y Tl € |

. et FreT & S SRR Her (SR ) 1

T ZUHTI 26T T 3T AHebIcBI0T i Bl AT
fear AT AT | ST @l 9Pl SURIT & (ST
I Bl ST ATl [foreedist 7 Aasaabara & Jar
AT ® AR |

. T YAT SUSION & (AT @l gerdl 3 & (ol

ARl | A FAT A AEAE 9

i Rerferent o fehiid @i & forg Sied Surdi o femm

FHT AT &3

T | i ool i o ol BT e 2 o1 B
[T 31 Bl q9Tad @ | THAATEAl & THIYT SHRT0T
% MY A & TG SEAE 9 96W a3 &

target-based grant to C-DOT at least for 3 years fo1T 1 =2 @1 9 F B9 3 Ul & oY 3 @ed-
for R&D work in support of local manufacturing smefia ER T fe @7 ARy |Q’T<ﬁ'<ﬁ/%1§%|§
of broadcasting equipment. Besides developing N - - )
STB/ Hybrid-OTT STB/ CAS/ ONT/ ONU such %3 FETET A /A A/ A o
R&D should include, emerging technologies in A T ST o TR T Bl @ T H
the era of convergence and YA QrETTeRaT ST 53T T A e
5G broadcasting aswell ZMT T1feT |

i. MIB should also examine == S i, TASATET Bl A A
development of local R&D | Q!,w_ @ = o A H FENT B GEHT & To-A1

ecosystem along with - I A T [ qRRg e T
industry  participation % faem @ O A/ & 9y |

through PPP route.

iii. MIB should create ‘ Technology development
Fund’ to promote R& D and development of local
products/ technologies for Broadcasting Sector.

iv. Government should formulate a scheme to
incentivize use of local CASthrough an incentive
structurefor Distribution Platform Owners (Multi
Systems Operators/ DTH Operators / HITS
operator etc.).

v. Inorder to oversee and review outcome of such
measures to promote R& D and standardisation,
a Standing Empowered Committee headed by
Secretary of MIB aong with membersfrom MeitY,
C-DOT, C-DAC, BECIL, TEC should be
constituted.

5. A go-to market strategy may also be adopted for the

ii. TAATEAT Bl FAROT &
ERA LT 213 o R A G | G B Rt AR (591 | B
@ [T T agIaT a4 & [ el faem H
M1 AT |
iv. THN B I wewd Afaw (e e
eI /0T AW /TAAECH I )
% [0 U UTeATed AT & A1 3 e J0ed
% TN B drenfed & & ol U e Tan
T ARy |
V. FEIM 9 @i A7 AEE @ ded o &
foTT W37 U & UROIHT a1 T A Tre i &
o0 TRl & AR @l STEAedT § UHSeTEaan, Hi-
212, A5, dEAAEA, SEAl & qeRl & A
U AT AN 9 AW & Ted fear A
M |
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products developed through local R&D. MIB should | 5. *IM/E AHYNE J &M & W9 4 @R S96 &
designate an agency (e.g., BECIL) to develop foT0 T § S @l 70T T SO S el & | THATS
appropriate modules and guidelines in the lines of i e ¥ Pt e o
‘Policy on Transfer of Technology’ by DRDO for skill Tl A 1?1 ! ﬁ% g“[%a 5 % 19 1
development and technology dissemination to aa;} e W femg ;3 ST ZIT e
different stakehol dersin the distribution value chain. B i) %l 7 9 S ArEge A for-Fda
6. Linear Set Top boxes should be brought under PLI AT F F o o (‘m"[ 1 & fo 4
scheme. On the basis of the disability in local AAETA ) 1 AT B0 AR |
mgnufacturing (_)f set_top boxes, M_IB may decide 6. WIFET ¥2 21 a1 @ GUAAE M & ded @l
swtable_ratg of mcentlv_e to b_e prov_lded unqler PLI TR T R T %
scheme, in linewith the incentives being provided by o L
other Ministries. Also, the Standing Empowered 3\ R ELES ?‘—q 3(6 q\ 2 N T o 7
Committee should examine demand potential of other AR & SIRY, YT AT % ded UM U
broadcasting equipment, including A ATl UTATET @l YA &7 ad @Y
'és latent E)t(p‘;]rt dema"da It anty. TG & |3 Sl R AT I
quipment having adequate ; ARFT FY 37 : I

demand potential may be brought
under PLI schemeto promotelocal
manufacturing of such equipment.

T, Afe @IE 2, 9 A € | U SR

7. The Empowered Committee should £ E"J. fr 2 l W ks %ﬂq Rill
periodically review the availability O HT ST aTeT SURTUI 2l AT 3TTS AT
of indigenous componentsrequired & ded @ AT AT & |
for broadcasting equipment including chipsets. The 7. SR U Al @ Hee aRd wwee s &
availability of local components shall be taken into J— e e
consideration while setting the localisation levels fere, st =t fﬁ R #l ’111?[ A
under the PLI scheme. The Committee should also Wﬁ&“ W—'ﬁ\a MEIME ST % o FIRTIL
periodically review the local availability of TR ®d T M 92l Bl ST Bl &I |
components and revisg the localisation levels under T SRR | T T 9999 97 T2eh] &1 =M STaedl
the PLI scheme accordingly. FI A A BT AT AT TeFAr qOwss de &

8 Theempowered committee should periodically review qed FAT—HIIT Tl FITEIT o1 9T |
the investment outlay required for obtaining benefits 8. REHT U AR @ 99T g9G 9 9" A ael B9
under the PLI scheme with a view to promote & > 2 c Ryt i
manufacturing by MSME for some sel ected equipment N N ha; ﬁﬂr E\ SRR 1 s N
asmay beidentified fromtimeto time. & @1 gfte F TS A & Tod qH I B F

foT savasd Magr aRed @ TRg-aug 97 wHe &

9. MIB should promote local manufacturing of other

relevant components (as may be identified by the ol %Irl L . R
Standing Empowered Committee) of the television | 9. THHA gl @l HHDM E2a UMMM & a9 97 el
broadcasting sector along the lines of Semicon India TR & & 3 Ui g2l (ST wmE sitier
Program, ?0 as tofenab!e de;:villop_mentbofaijocal T AW EFT 9EaET ST AT %) % = it
;ﬁ%ﬁjﬂ? or manufacturing of television broadcast @ gl &1 A, Al SAlfea" TAR SUS &
' . _ fafor & forg =i wififefcenr oo & faam @ dem
10. MIB should consider to define the scope of ‘local e AT
manufacturing’ for different equipment categoriesin . . C
the television broadcasting sector in terms of the | 10- %12 1 1 el %?'—%[ 8 . T SHBT £ ) qr
percentage of the locally sourced components/ % o 2 =9 3 e m/ﬁiﬂﬁ % 9I9r & HeH
services. Thereguirementsof localisation as specified ¥ o o & ey @ aiuivg 9 W fmr
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under the PLI scheme or any other incentivization
scheme should be specified with referenceto thelocal
availability of the components. The Standing
Empowered Committee should periodically review the
availability of local components and its scope.

MIB should engage with the Ministry of Commerce

T AR | FOAATE JIT AT Fe6T 37 UroAe et
@ ded NEw HEES &l ATG9aHhaiaii &l g2l
MY YAl & e § Midw foham amn anfew | =2
YT U AW @ T O TAEE g2h B
TUASEAT AT T SET Bl AT B A |

through the Empowered Committee and carry out a | 11. THATEE] %I AUHT U AW & qreE i

comprehensive review of the FTAs and such YA & A A AMey AT Selfas TR & |

agreements with regard to their o i © 9% 99| % ey i

impact on local manufacturing in ) . N )

the television broadcasting sector p gET TN ST T 7 A i Rkl

and evaluate: WEROT HATEY I MY AT i HAT AMETs

) MINISTRY OF ) .

iv. the need for any amendments INFORMATION AND iv. FISgaT FHEATT 4 oA 78
in the existing agreements, BROADCASTING BT HIMEHT Sl SATG9ThT,

v. the need of setting sunset V. Apal yEgl & fog
date for the extant provisions, it iy Ryeifg vy & g

vi. towork out factorsto betaken into consideration
in future while entering into such agreements, to
suitably protect the interests of the local
manufacturing sector.

The market trends, international obligations, and
diplomatic necessitiesmay betaken into consideration
while carrying out such areview.

It is expedient to clarify a specific HS code for the
Hybrid Set-Top boxes, keeping in view the
functionalities of the equipment in order to eliminate
any ambiguities. MIB should resolve this issue
appropriately by forming a committee under the
chairmanship of Secretary from MIB and having
members from Ministry of Finance, Ministry of
Revenue and Department of Commerce. The committee
should submit its recommendations withing 6 months
of itsformation asthisissue is affecting the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

MIB should formahigh level standing committee under
the chairmanship of Secretary MIB and having
membersfrom Central Board of Indirect Taxes (CBIC)
aswell and should evaluate the issue of grey market
of STBs in terms of illegal trade and payments in
tandem with the measures undertaken by Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs and other relevant
authoritiesinthisregard. Immediate actionisrequired
in this regard, as such illegal activities are causing
loss of revenueto the exchequer, in addition to causing
undesirable asymmetriesin the market.

Vi. T TR 8 & Rl &1 SRid w9 F TE &
% o7 T T § 9991 P AT 9IS § e §
T AW aTd BRh T BM BT |

AT q9ET H7d F99 a6 & %2, AT i

3 T SE9FEAT @ & § T oA Jehel € |

12. TAT W1 3Pl &l 37 & & (010 SUHTT Al HIRIEH

F M § T g, EEAE 42 2 a9 & fou us
fafire Taus $iE @ < BT Irad 26 | TR A
THEAT & ATad 1 STeerdT § ford Famed, 1o 9o
AR ATy FI¥ET & Fewdi @1 e i gU Ue At
TN 3 JE Bl 3fad B H B Bl Aley | JHFT @
AT A & 6 TEM & Wiy AT BBl wd &
IeT Fiich 7 Je1 AU I & 3[R &l THIET
& TR % |

13. THETEAT T UHTEAT AT i Teedl § Uk oo g

T AT g AR A 3 BT e &Y aE
(FrdizmE) & #em o e B ARy, AT & &
I BT AN A o A1S AN 37 q99 H 377 qarad
T BT 6 T ST @ WY S AN AN
GIAM & HSH § GHEET & T " & g H Jedidhd
HIT AIRY | 379 JaY § dobld Hrdls @l Aa9dend 2,
FiTch WA 3T ATl 3 Tl Tt bl T bl
2N 21 &1 7, A & e § S [quAd 9t Uer
REEIEA
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SUMMARY OF
RECOMMENDATIONS

A. SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM

Al. CHARACTERISTICS OF SINGLE
WINDOW SYSTEM

The Authority recommends that all the concerned
Ministries/ Departments should adopt a user-friendly,
transparent and responsive digital single window system.
The portal should provide easy to navigate mechanism for
access to all statutory/ policy guidelines, amendments,
orders, office memorandumsrelated to alicense/ registration/
permission/ clearance. The portal should be enabled with
new digital technologies

RreRell @1 |
T. Rima s Reen
t1. R fas Rew @ faduard
qiferRToT s R % fop aefr wiafe wamerat /e
P IMEHA & g, e AT FErl f2iaed F
ferzt P srqamaT Anfew | Wd@ & @EEa /ot /
ST /BT 3 et medt Fenfees /Aty faom FéaT, Home,
e, HATTT T d% Tgaq @ [0 A AH9H T
UM 7T AMe | 37 H 31 A Fani sfiersT Jfdar
UT H % foIT 9w @ 4T Tt & Wy Wew o
AT AIfeT |35 3Tfaiad

for achieving end-to-end
inter-departmental online
process. In addition, the
portal should incorporate
thefollowing features:

a All the processesto [
beduly incorporated
in the portal for
consideration and
grant of:

i. Initial license/
registration/
permission/
clearance;

i. Test report
(Approval/ Rejection/ Qualifications- if any);

iii. Renewal of license/ registration/ permission/
clearance;

iv. Addition or modification in the license/
registration/ permission/ clearance;

v. Assignment of resources including spectrum/
numbering resources etc.

b. Processfor submission/ acknowledgement of:

i.  Electronic Bank Guarantee/ Security Deposit/ any
other charges or deposits;

ii. Activitiesrelated to Merger & Acquisition;
iii. Signing of the License Agreement;

iv. Compliance/ Reporting submission;

v. Issue and compliance of:

aree 4 frferad o
SN &M A
U.feEm T HEE &
¥ fafead onfae fopar S
Gl
i. o, g /o /
AT /FreBTT
ii. T e (3 /
SFEIGI /AT FE &
)
iii. @EAT / usisr/
AT /BT @ T
iv. @A /st /oata /et & ufads o
HIME
v. HWagd /AaffT farge enfe Afed davgar @
TG |
ar. MoeT /ot a0 dfear
i, SagitE G TRl /Tl T /FE T b A
ST
ii. @ AR RERE § et it
iii. T AW 97 SEAET BT
v, e /AU W &
V. ST AT AN HE I ¢
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1 Show Cause Noticefor any non-compliance,
reply of the notice and decision thereof;

2. All associated Noticesand repliesin relation
tothe abovelicensel registration/ permission/
clearance;

vi. Request for release of Bank Guarantee and
Security Deposit and rel ease thereof;

vii. Request for Surrender of license/ permission/
registration.

For each license/ registration/ permission/ clearance,
distinct user manual and sample forms/ formats with
duly filled in sample data.

Drop-down menu driven formswith simple application
formats seeking only the relevant information.

Use of digital technologies like Digi-Locker
agreements, contracts with digital signatures, block
chain technology, cloud computing, integration with
e-office, chatbot mechanism, virtual assistant,
automated call centre, artificial intelligence-based
tracking, analysis and response systems, analytics,
reporting and Management Information System.

Precise and well-published

&

1l 1 T SO & fo1Q ror qarst i,
AR & IO AN THH O
2 T AEEE /e / Sgata /et & g
H Hag A AR T
Vi. % TSI ST T ST SHT H AR H AT B
F A,
Vi, WEHA /AR /AT /At & forg s

. U @IS /ISR /St /Fehr & forg St 3t

WM H3 AT fAfeEd Y gT T 22 & Ay
T B /e

A1 2T M3 4 Fdlied H |

. To1 Wi A9E, feftea emen & Y 3ady, wid

T AT, FATT HHT, S-3ET & A THH,
Fedie aF, agaw e, Erarad wia Hel,
MTETRRT S2eerd Sentia g, fseaor A gfafean
U, TATfertead 41 e dadiel &1 suarm,
FffeT ST ggem e qure |

timelinesinthein-built Citizen

Charter as well as in the user

manual of each process with

strict adherence to such

timelines. Citizen Charter tobe

an integral part of the portal.

Provision of deemed approval to be applicable,
wherever feasible.

Facilitation of online payment of permission fee,
registration fee, license fee, annual renewal fee and
any other applicable fee and integration with all
existing payment systems.

Seamless integration with all other concerned
ministries/ departments/ agencies to achieve ‘Whole
of the Government’ approach.

Queries related to shortcomings, observations or
objection raised by the Ministry/ Department to be
raised through the portal. Applicant to be prompted
through automated mail/ SMS. The query and
additional documentsrequired, if any, alsoto beclearly
mentioned. Submission of stakeholder response to
the query ontheportal itself. Queriestoberaisedina

CHARTER

. HdMfed IR aer & ma-
A A% TohdT & SUTTRT Hg3TA
§ qeh AT TWI qE F R
T & T U & WY | AFTR e
ST Ieel T AT 3T 2T | STel o
HYT &1, E= AT &l TEEH an)
=l

g7 AN B 0 T AN Ik & AT PTae
qUITTerdi & AT Tl |

TF. AU WHT 3T U 7 & forg 3t A Hafed

waATeri /e /oSt & e ety g

TS . FAT /TramT g1 Tordt T @i, feuafot an st

T WA Yo U & H1eg™ H 3o/ AT | e @l
AT He /THUAUH o AT 3 e e SRrT | 3asae
9 AW ARe e, afe &% & dr, & i1 me
%Y T Tl fRdl AT AIeT | 9| 9T El 99 Ut
fRaeme @l giciehd Td & | U9 FEas did 4
T2 A AR |UZ-2-US YT J99 &l Sd &d
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A2.

A3.

time-bound manner. Clock start-clock stop mechanism
to be applied while checking end-to-end processing
time. All the queries/ observations to be raised
together in one instance.

Stakeholders’ Enquiry System related to any license/
registration/ permission/ clearance and any other
queries for both existing and prospective users with
reply in time-bound manner, both on the portal and
through designated officer(s)

Desk off the portal.

Any change in guidelines or

TG i, RIS Flh =219 Fids HebTad @ fopar
AT ey | ue /fewfEl s & See § us

A TS AW IR |
o, feaumal &1 gsams gune fEE o @mgEe/
R R e G I AR ks e i A e el e || s B
SHENEAHA & 0 A 9 3= 9T 7 FarE F,
foTeT T e W AN UIed & A ster (3F) &
AW 3 AHGAE Al J &1 A € |

@ . RonEeT ar ufchan ¥ @i T aead

process to be notified to the
serviceprovidersintheir logins
and through email and SMS.

The portal to automatically
reflect the subject wise (licence/
registration/ permission/
clearance) status of number of

AT A & % A AT S

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

AN THOATA & WM A frad fear
AT |

U . e Tanerd &9 9 9 3egHt
% T, AAd 3ATEd, A AT,

applicationsreceived, pending

applications, average pendency, applications in
process, applications rejected, and licenses issued.
Such information should be publicly available.

Integration with the National Single Window System
(NSWYS) developed by Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

OTHER IMPORTANT MEASURES TO REAP
THE BENEFITS OF ‘SINGLE WINDOW
SYSTEM’

The Authority recommends that:

Affidavits prescribed in the extant guidelines and
application formats, if any, should be abolished and
replaced with self-certificates.

For an existing service provider, the requirement of
getting ‘ prior approval’ should bereplaced with ‘ prior
intimation’, wherever feasible.

EODB COMMITTEE

The Authority recommends that each Ministry and
its department should establish an Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) Committee to regularly review,
simplify and update the existing processes and to
ensure ease of doing businessin the sector as an on-
going activity. The Committee should consist of the
following officers:

A o T @RET @ fumar Ruf
(Fmg#m /ustiaror/ sgata /e ) @1 ufdrfad
&I | U AT A =Y T Suee &M amed |
o171 ferbfier Tzt e fe21 ool (GeE e ) %
AT THIHI

Rt feist Rreew &1 @v Som & foQ o=

g IU

TIEBTo SIHT H7 & b

T. Al RontEal S afdeT g § FeiRa ody @,
e F1E 2, Bl FA hal AT AT AN 37D 2= T
T T O @R AT AT AT |

a1, ARET Hal ST & U, Sl 6 q99 2, 9@ e

U &I &l AEGTH B I Fa1 3 feriod e

ST AR |

ganSE afifa

TIIRTT T PRI ST 7 Toh Ieieh HaTed 3T 30 [T
BT AT TiRATAT &l T FHIE, FAEI AT U2 B
AN A AT & =9 § &5 § AT B H§ A JHad
FH & [T uF 5 o6 20 fawem (SaiEdn) affa @
O T AR | AT § MErad A e ee
TIfeTs

T2.

Ts3.
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a A senior level officer of Additional Secretary (AS)/
Joint Secretary (JS) level from the concerned Ministry/
Department

b. Two officersfromfield/ regional offices
c. Two membersfrom among the service providers
d. Two members from the industry associations

The membersof the standing committeefrom service
providers and industry associations should be nominated
on arotational basisto cover all the services and processes,
with each member having aspecific tenure. The committee
should periodically take inputs from all the stakeholders/
associations.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (MIB)
B. ISSUES RELATED TO

BROADCASTING AND TV
DISTRIBUTION

TIMELINES RECOMMENDED FOR MIB
FOR BROADCASTING/ DISTRIBUTION
RELATED PROCESSES

The Authority recommends that:

B1.

a  MIB should specify stage-wise
timelines for the process of grant
of each license, registration and
permissioninasimilar manner as
has been done for Uplinking and
Downlinking permission for TV

channels.
b. MIB should also prescribe
timelines for additional

permissions required during the
lifecycle of the permission.

c. All the timelines should be
incorporated in the respective Guidelines as well as
the Citizen Charter/ BroadcastSevaportal.

INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS TO
BROADCASTING AND CABLE SERVICE
SECTOR

The Authority recommends that given the
importance of Cable Services sector in expanding television

B2.

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
Government of India
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services as-well-as Broadband services, the Government
may consider and grant ‘Infrastructure Status’ to
‘Broadcasting and Cable Services Sector’.

B3. CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR
BROADCASTING SERVICES

The Authority reiterates that Government should
establish Centre of Excellence or align with Centre of
Excellence established by other ministries/ department
(e.g., Telecom Center of Excellence) to study technical,
economic, social and legal aspects of broadcasting
services.

B4. ISSUES RELATED TO MHA SECURITY
CLEARANCE

TheAuthority recommendsthat:

a For seeking MHA security
clearance, MIB should issue
explicit guidelines. The process of
security clearance of an applicant
company and its key personnel

AT TR A Had FdT & T @ &7 Fahdl & A 3
e T ®T El & e % |

3. gawwr Al & fQ I @3

I 7 EIETT & [ AT @ GATT A1 @
TI], I, AAAE ST B GBGH B STATT B
% foTq It @ MU H71 qEY a7 =T FATT4] /o
(3316791 % forg g Gpted 3 ) B1T FIUT Il &5
% I ATTH [T ey |

.4 TR AT gIET & HARG g

TIErBT SIHT 7 & b
T. UAUEQ T A9 O & &
[0 TAEEl & W [FoMHe T ST
F AT | ATIEH FIAT AN 30 T
BT T AT Fopel bl UfehaT T I F
Hd dh 3N [haT AT AR |

should be made end-to-end
online. MIB in close coordination
with  MHA should provide
transparent timelines.

b. For ensuring compliance, MIB
may prescribe a standard
undertaking to be submitted by each service provider
on annual basis. Such undertaking should certify that
either no change in Management Control/ Ownership
control has happened during the year or that the
changesin the management/ ownership structure have
been submitted and requisite permission has been duly
received (asapplicable).

TAAEA ® T d=ed & q1g e
T § Ul THTEET 9EH &I
TRy |

ar. sued gEivEd & & g
T P & & QU qHa 3uhA HaiRd &7 Fdhd
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C. ISSUES WITH RESPECT TO
SATELLITE TV CHANNELS/
TELEPORT AND RELATED
PERMISSIONS

EXAMINATION OF APPLICATIONS OF TV

CHANNELS BY EMPANELED CA AND
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

The Authority reiterates to examine and remove:

C1.

a. the requirement of examining net worth, ownership
details, shareholding pattern and its effect on net
worth etc. for companies to run news or non-news
channels, by the empaneled
CA of MIB.

b. therequirement of examining
the compliance of clause 10
(iii) of the ‘Uplinking
Downlinking Guidelines,
2022' (erstwhile clause 1.3
and 1.4 of the downlinking
policy guidelines) by the
Department of Revenue.

The Authority recommends
that MIB may rely upon the
documents available in Statutory
filings like Income Tax, MCA21
portal having compliances to the Companies Act for
verification of paraaand b above.

C2. RENEWAL OF PERMISSION FOR
SATELLITE TV CHANNEL

The Authority recommends that the online portal
should provide an option to broadcasters/ tel eport operators
to make payment of the annual permission fee either for one
year or more than oneyear. No refund of the annual fee paid
in advance by the broadcaster may be permitted in any
case. MIB should amend the uplinking downlinking
guidelines accordingly.

C3. WPC ROYALTY FEES FOR TEMPORARY
UPLINKING OF LIVE COVERAGE OF
EVENTS

The Authority recommends that WPC should
charge the spectrum royalty fee for temporary uplinking
of live events on pro-ratabasisfor actual number of days
of the event (i.e., basis per day charges) instead of
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el d oA @ SNg
Qe A & A B2 @l ard Sl & |

Q. GASEAl & gAaE A ERT FArE AT -FAET 3
A % [o7q BT & [Hae T2, T a7, SazEiar
Y 3 [ 9w 97 3% THE JAfe B A1d B B
AT & |

gl. 7T [T ET SAleE T
grgferfa T faonfaE'sr 2022
(STeffasT o & gaadr =3
1.3 37 1.4) & TS 10 (3) &
U Bl AT HH Bl AGAHAT
gl

IR A 7l ¥ o THATE
SWE Y1 T AT 9 & A &
foTa o Affem & S ard
AT, THATY 9IEd A4 JeniE
WIS H Tueed SEEs 97 A

T AT £ |

Hi2. ¥2wEe It I & o Al &1 AdETT

grfersTer & feifier & 6 stiaens qide
ARG /SIS AT B U a4 I Uh a9 H HuH &
foq aftie Al @ & YA & &1 faded 98
FHTAT 1R | fopT 7 At arzehr=y 31 ARM gae fed ™
AE b Bl ATET Bl AACT el & S | T
P TEAT AATATDT STEATAIBT [SHEeT § HITE e
I |

3. g & WIEd HalA @l SRAT UV &
g s Waed g

aiferr &1 frfr ¥ seiett @ @ea g &
ST TR 3 e e TR e @ 97 WA & ferg
A H7 T 392 & AT (AT A & o A
YW G Al &A1 arfen (A ufd G & ameam @

25 SATELLITE & CABLETV

JULY 2023



FOCUS: MAKE-IN-INDIA

charging for entire month. MIB should take up the matter
with WPC.

D. ISSUES RELATED TO
DISTRIBUTORS OF TV

CHANNELS
D1. SIMPLIFIED REGISTRATION AND
VALIDITY OF REGISTRATION FOR
LCOS

The Authority reiteratesthat the registration of LCO
and its renewal should be carried out through online
portal. Further, the period of registration for LCO should
be increased to 5 years.

The Authority recommends that:

a A simple mobile app should also be developed by
MIB for registration of LCOs. Request for
cancellation of LCO registration before 5 years
should also be enabled on the online portal and
mobile app.

b. TheRight of Way (RoW) portal (“Gati Shakti Sanchar

Portal”) should incorporateall the

service providersincluding LCOs.

DoT should enable RowW Gatl
approvals for LCOs also in
consultation with MIB. A
hyperlink/ button icon should be
provided on the MIB portal and the mobile app to
reach the RoW portal.

c. Alltheserviceproviders(including L COs) should be
enabled for easy linkages of registration information
with GST registration portal. A forward/ backward
linkage with GST portal from MIB online portal/ app
will enablethe users.

d. MIB should maintain acommon database of registered
LCOs and access to view the LCO data should be
provided to all the concerned Authorities like
Municipality, local Authoritiesand TRAI. List of the
registered L COs should also be made avail ableto the
publicat large. ®
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An occasional column on significant
developments in the media world

By Ashok Mansukhani
Advocate Bombay High Court.
Specialist in Multi Media Law and Regulation/
Corporate Law and Regulation and Taxation.

HIfZAT 1 31T 4 F8=qvl g2l
T UF AMAEE T

e A BT S TG,/ B S AT
& 377 2 % e |

INDIA MOVES TO A
DIGITAL ERA

Latest FICCI survey shows a
distinctive move of Indian media
to a Digital Era

A. FICCI FRAMES PUNTS FOR A
DIGITAL FUTURE

& Every summer, the Federation of Chambers of
Commerceand Industry (FICCI) holds an annual
media conference in Mumbai. Among its key
highlightsisadefinitive
report prepared by
Ernest and Young (EY)
with the assistance of
industry leaders and FICCI
media experts. It is
unparalleled initsdepth .
and credibility. N

¢ This year's Report
released in early May
2023 has punted that the future of thelndian M edia
and Entertainment Industry will bedigital.

& The principal author of the Report, Mr Ashish
Pherwani, Partner EY, statesin the Report that
"The Indian M&E consumer base is large but
heterogenous, hungry for content but willing to
pay only for value, and more than ready to
experiment with technology, be it streaming,
digital payments, online education, virtual
experiences, e-commerce, social media, or
gaming.”

& Thehead of the Jio Media and Content business
of Reliance, Ms Jyoti Deshpande, said, "Itisan
exciting time to be in the M& E business, as we
leveragethethree pillars of the industry - content,
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commerce, and community,
technological innovation.”

fuelled by

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT

¢ The Indian Media and Entertainment (M&E)
Sector grew by 20% in 2022 to reach INR 2.1
trillion (US$ 26.2 billion), 10% above its pre-
pandemic levelsin 2019.

¢ Itisexpectedtogrow to afurther INR 734 billion
toreach INR 2.83 trillion in 2025.

¢ Digital mediagrew by INR 132 billion from 16%
in 2019 to 27% in 2022 to reach INR 571 billion
and 48% of all advertising revenues.

¢ Paid video subscriptions reached 99 million in
2022, across almost 45 million households in
India, with a total viewership of around 135 to
180 million users.

& Thedigital segment is expected to grow to INR
862 billion by 2025 at a 15% CAGR.

TV UNIVERSE

& Television advertising grew 2% at the end of
2022, just behind its 2019
levels, on the back of
volume growth.

& TV Subscription revenue
continued to fall for the
third year in a row,
experiencing a 4% de-
growth dueto areduction
of five million pay-TV
homes and stagnant
consumer-end ARPUS.

¢ The fall in pay television homes has been
attributed to both cor d-cutting at the top end and
movement to Free Television (DD FreeDish) at
the bottom of the customer pyramid.

& Therewere 120 million active Pay TV homesand
45 million Free TV homesin 2022.

& Smart TV sets, however, increased to 25 million
though only 8 to 10 million connected to the
Internet daily.

FUTURE OUTLOOK FOR TV -2025

& Total television screens (linear and bi-
directional) are expected to reach 206 million by
2025 from 180 million today.
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¢ However, the EY Report forecasts that by 2025
the mix will be different. The growth of overall
television households would be driven by
connected TVswhich could cross 40 million by
2025, and Free Television (Free Dish) could cross
50 million.

& Pay TV households are expected to decline by two
million in 2023 beforefalling slowly to 116 million
homes by 2025.

& Total television segment revenues are expected
togrow at aCAGR of 4% toreach INR 796 billion
by 2025.

& TheReport forecaststhat L COswill rejuvenate
their last-mile distribution businesses with digital
offerings and drive connectivity for India,
supported by larger telcos and | SPs.

COMMENT

& The two forecasts are starkly different. Total TV
segment revenues are expected to grow at a CAGR
of only 4 per cent. In contrast, Digital Media
revenues are expected to grow at a CAGR of 15%
by 2025.

& Thisisawake-up call not just for the TV distribution
industry but also for the linear broadcast TV
industry.

¢ In the Report, one of the astute observers of the
M/E Industry, Mr Gurjeev Singh Kapoor of Disney
Sar, saysthat "TV has an unparalleled reach of
900 million viewers. With less than 70 per cent
of homes having a TV in India, the market
remains under-penetrated, offering significant
potential for growth in the years ahead."

¢ BARC has not officially released active TV home
data for three years. The last Indian Census took
place in 1991.

& [tisdifficult to determine the exact number of homes
in India, but it is estimated to be around 300
million.

& The TV distribution industry must embrace
broadband technology and partner with telecom
companies to ensure its survival if the Multi
System Operators do not rise to meet the
challenge.

& The future of Indian TV distribution is clearly in
the rural areas with many Cable TV dark areas.
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Another opportunity isto persuade 45 million Free
Dish homes to convert to low-cost but friendly pay
TV packages.

All is not over for the vibrant TV distribution
industry, but this is not the time for complacency.
But this writer feels that retrieving the eroding
subscriber base by 2025 would be too late.

ONLINE GAMING IS A
ROARING SUCCESS IN INDIA

Online gaming is one of the fastest-growing
segments of the Indian M/E sector in India, with
runaway potential in the balance decade. It isthe
fourth-largest segment of the Indian M & E sector.

The online gaming segment grew 35% in 2022
toreach INR 135 billion.

The FICCI Frames EY Report
2023 and All India Gaming
Federation estimate that online
gamers grew to 421 million in
2022. Around 90 to 100 million
are frequent players of games.
Transaction-based game revenues
grew 39%, while casual gaming grew 20%.
The Report further reveal sthat:
< Transaction-based game revenues crossed
INR 100 billion.
The resumption of sporting events, including
marquee eventslike FIFA, Asia Cup, IPL, and
T20World Cup, drove fantasy sports growth.
% Close to 25% of online gamers are paid
gamer s, increasing by approximately 2 million
per month.

TOUGH REGULATORY MEASURES
¢ A PresslInformation Bureau release on April 20,

2024, noted that:

"The online gaming industry in India has seen
immense growth recently. However, various
social and economic concerns have emerged
from this industry.

The Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY)
introduced various checks and balances
through relevant amendments to IT Rules
2021, notified on April 06, 2023.
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These amendments aim to control the
unabated and unwarranted negative impact
of online gaming activities on users,
especially children and other vulnerable
sections of society.

The Rules disallow intermediaries to host or
display any advertisement or surrogate
advertisement or promotion of an online
game that is not a permissible online game.

The Rules will ensure that online games or
sites that involve wagering will be banned
completely, including advertising or any time
of presence. For this, the Rulesintroducethe
concept of a 'permissible online game'.

EY FORECAST FOR 2025

*

The online gaming segment is expected to grow
at a CAGR of 20% over four yearsto reach INR
231 billion by 2025.

Transaction-based gaming is estimated to grow at
a CAGR of 21% to reach INR 183 billion and
contribute 79% of total segment revenues..

COMMENT

2

Indian regulations have never kept pace with fast-
moving events. There is no coherent regulatory
policy to guide online gaming.

Piecemeal steps have been taken recently to amend
the I T Rules 2021 to bring in regulations, mainly to
regulate and even ban wagering on online gaming.

A new tax regime is in place whereby TDS will be
deducted at 30% of net winnings from any online
platform.

Argus Partners pithily states:

% Ineffect, the Government hasbanned any online
real money gamethat involveswagering on any
outcome.

However, the Amendment fails to define
‘wagering precisely'.

Further, it appears that if an online real money
game involves any wagering, it shall not be
digibleto beverified asa permissible game, even
if the game is predominantly a game of skill.

% This approach would be contrary to the verdict
given by courtswherein they have distinguished
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between games of skill and games of chance
and have held any prohibition on the former to
be ultra vires the Constitution. "

This writer fervently hopes that a compendium of
new laws to regulate and enable the burgeoning
Digital Economy will be passed by Parliament,
hopefully by the winter session.

Till then, hopefully, Gover nment and Regulatorswill
continue to enable the healthy growth of all media
industrieswithout using a heavy hand as has become
the norm recently.

WILL SEBI INVESTIGATIONS
SCUTTLE THE ZEE SONY
MERGER?

Themerger of Zee and Sony was agreedtoin April
2021. The objective was to bring into being a 10

billion dollar mediabehemoth
to take on the large US-based

& forr I B & B A7 N6 & A
% dig 37a7 f&ar & 377 qd 97 fEEr o afaaer ar
AfemT & g & qeT A 2
& 37 @TH F Y GHIE & & agdr Bfiew orfarawr
® [fafa & 37 qam & & g 73 B &1
I 7 d% & T |
& TT d% FHIE 2 & TR 3T I [T [T Tt &
v AT SEET % = e &t gem aqEr Sl
T, S 5 & 7 & A § ST &

g, & 8N @ Sig S A e s
fereer &¢ W7

o St T A & e T oolW 2021 ¥ AR &2

o1 |39 T29d el ®’R /eie ursd AR T

5P 921 ofen Rea Fwnei @1 2@t o & [T 10

faferm St @1 Aifzan e o

entities like Disney Star/ : ol . .
Amazon Primeand Google. - & ACF B & B H Al & TAYD

As part of the deal, Zee

st gue @31 % a2 =it gAa

founder Mr  Subhash o8- oo ufy otz RAftag atd TR, T F & yeY FRas

Chandra's son, Mr Punit
Goenka, would continue
to be the combined
company's Managing
Director and CEO.

In addition, Sony would
pay anon-competefeeto
promoters of Zee, which
they would use to infuse
primary equity capital into SPN, allowing them to
buy shares of the company.

InJuly 2022, Zeereceived approval for the merger
from the two stock exchanges.

SEBI INVESTIGATIONS CAUSE NEW
ROADBLOCKS

*

In May 2023, during a key hearing to process the
merger, lawyers for the two stock exchanges
informed the NCLT of an interim order passed on
April 252023, against Shirpur Gold Refinery an
Essel Goenka company, accusing it of devising "a

Securities and Exchange Board of India Ar WgN a7 =

. 3% AT, |, S

& UdIel & TH AR-gfreayf

9J°h T YT 2, e Iwr

I w|die & urafes sfEe ge

e & g &, e 3

FUAT & AT TS @ STAR

e |

o T 2022 F, S @ & =ik ude 7 faad % g
TopdT ot T |

et & TG § T qud YT B ©

o 73 2023 §, fa@g @1 R & forg U@ weaqyl A
& ANM &1 i U & ddidl 1 TIHTEe @l
25 YA 2023 FH WA MIATH H1 RRYT TS
Rl & faams Tl us sata smea & JEa
a1, o7 o W S afar @ EErT @ Y
RRYT & &7 zm1ald &7 37 379 a7l 4 Eiand
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well-designed scheme devised by the Promotersto
move the funds out of Shirpur and transfer to their
accounts while misusing the IBC process".

The NCLT directed the Stock Exchange lawyersto
check with SEBI whether the approval for the merger
granted by the stock exchangesin July 2022 stood
and whether the payment of non-compete feesin
Mauritius was in accordance with SEBI
Regulations.

L 2

T @ foTg GHIZAT BT AT @1 T O S aE 7
f25127 @7 Tt FIST AT & FT AT AT T 47
TRITAS T =% TR & ddiel B q&r 7 Jd
& @1 e e o e 2022 F =id s
BT &1 T foer 1wl M B A 9 W9 § IR-
gfereet g & TaE FE e & A 2

o St A U™ awll adiehy

Zee filed an appeal to the
National CompaniesAppellate
Tribunal, which set aside the
NCLT Order, stating that natural
justice opportunity be given to
Zee to voice its objections to

NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
i weht fafd svfdrseor

AT § oI ara @, o
TIUES & Sl B TS &Y &,
T @er T foh TiiEer & aFi M
g 97 U IR e dA & o
S BN UIgfiw = F S & S

both directions of NCLT.

Zee received another setback by an interim order
dated 12/06/2023 directing that the Chairman
Emeritus, Mr Subhash Chandra, and hisson Mr
Punit Goenka step down from the Board of Zee
and cease to be Key M anagement Personnel due
to alleged diversion of Rs. 200 crores to seven
group concerns without knowledge of the Board.

Mr Subhash Chandraand Mr Punit Goenkafiled
appealsin SAT. The SAT heard arguments at
length and reserved judgment. Based on the
contentious arguments made, the case can go
either way.

COUNTER AFFIDAVIT BY SEBI

*

SEBI filed an extraordinarily strong counter-
affidavit to SAT justifying its interim order. It
revealed that the fresh investigation arose from the
settlement petition filed by Shirpur Refineries, an
Essel Goenka group company.

SEBI stated in the affidavit that Shirpur's case
reflects a contrived scheme with a set of sham
transactions meant to mislead and facilitate a
circuitous movement of funds.

SEBI initiated the process of obtaining bank
statements from the various banks involved and
tracing the source of money used by the related
party to 'repay' ZEEL.

Upon investigating the transactions, SEBI found
some glaring irregularities.

"While ZEEL claimed to have received repayment

MM |

& S & 12/06/2023 % AR
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g TiRed, i gu g@ar 77 3% a2 =i
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At g TGS TARAET
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Byt Remlst er1 apr fuer wifasr 3 4
AT E |
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of money from the related parties on account of
the adjustment by Yes Bank, SEBI found that such
money originated from ZEEL itself and group
companies of the Essel Group (which includes
ZEEL). Therefore, effectively, ZEEL funded its
repayment,” the Regulator said.

Intheinstant case, we have a situation before uswhere
the Chairman Emeritus and the Managing Director
and CEO of this large-listed company are involved
in a myriad of different schemes and transactions
through which vast amounts of public money
belonging to listed companies are diverted to private
entities owned and controlled by these persons.

COMMENT

*

OnJune 22 2023, Mr Punit Goenka held a series
of media briefings to state that the merger with
Sony would go ahead irrespective of whether he
continued as CEO/MD of Zee.

He told the Economic Times, "The Zee Sony
merger holdsimmense significance regardless of
my position as CEO. The resulting entity will be
in Sony's control, and they have chosen to retain
me as promoter, MD, and CEO.

He further claimed that, however, if the law
prevents me from hol ding these positions, should
the merger be allowed to fail? Such an outcome
would negatively impact everyone involved in
the ecosystem and the sector as a whole."

Of course, Mr Punit Goenka is advised by a
big team of experienced lawyers and
consultants. Even so, corporate propriety
demanded that when NCLAT refused to grant an
interim stay, Mr Goenka should have stepped
down from the Board till the litigation in courts/
SEBI investigation was over or at least proceeded
on leave.

Listed Companies have experienced Boards
consisting of independent directors and non-
executive internal directors. The Board
automatically steps up and gives guidance in
such situations. Evidence of thisislacking at the
present stage.

Regardless of Mr Punit Goenka's continuation
as MD/CEQ, this writer expects the merger
process to be completed by March 2024. B
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FOCUS: OTT

A press release by the French
Regulator (ARCEP) in July 2022 mentioned
that the transposition of the European
Electronic Communications Code in May
2021 gave ARCEP newfound powers,
including the regulation of new over-the-
top (OTT) providers, which provide calling
and instant messaging services, and
updating the universal electronic
communications service, to keep pacewith the population’s
changing consumption habits.

GERMANY

In 2019, there was a proposal for a new regulatory
framework to monitor content on online
platforms. A fully modernized
Telecommunications Act
(Telekommunikationsgesetz, TKG) has
come into force in Germany on 1st
December 2021. OTT-I providers are
regulated under telecommunications
law for the first time. OTT-I services
facilitate individual and group
communicationintheform of language,
images, videos, or other data using the
internet protocol only over the open
internet, without offering content.

In contrast, OTT-II services do not fall within the
scope of TelecommunicationsAct. OTT-11 servicesinclude
content elements, ranging from search engines and on-
demand platformsto information portals.

=l NETFLIX

INDONESIA

Toenhancelegal certainty, especially with therapidly
developing digital platforms, the Ministry of
Communication, and Informatics of the Republic
of Indonesia (MOCI) hasissued the Regulation
regarding Private Electronic System Provider
(Regulation) on 16th November 2020, which was
promulgated and effective since 24th November
2020.

This Regulation is aimed to complete a
regulatory framework regarding the management
and supervision of electronic system providers
by private entities (private ESPs). This Regulation provides
clarification on thetermsand requirementsfor registration,
and most importantly removing data localization

) peg
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reguirements previously introduced in the draft regulation
which sparked controversies. The Regulation introduces
an obligation.

The Regulation introduces an obligation (Article 3
(2) and (2) of theregulation) for private TSPsto beregistered
with the MOCI through the Online Single Submission (OSS)
system. This obligation extends to all private TSPs that
operate internet portals, websites, and applications used
for specific purposes.

SINGAPORE

Infocomm Media Development Authority (IMDA)
has taken a two-pronged approach to
telecomlicensing:

feamel &1 9 fean 7 | [afaee us e @ aiad g € |

fafem Mot Sroadt & fore eiMemes Fe Jamee
(SrTATR ) YOl & AP F TASAISTE & A USiigd 8F &
fore us e (o & o 3 (1) iR (2) &1 aieg
wglwmﬁawwﬁﬁmwmm%ﬁ
faforee g9t & forg SUamT fohd A aret 2274 e, daaTEe
AT ATGEA Famerd & & |

Ry
S HIAT Saae AR (BRI § Har
ATZHIAT & foT ST SIeeahrT SO

INFOCOMM L

(@ Facilities-based operators I l MEDIA Q) Aferem i siweT (THarE),
(FBO), which refers to the DEVELOPMENT AT FeTd CIE]
deployment and/or operations AUTHORITY é;;[ qf{f‘?qﬁ Waz?:rﬁ[ e f

of telecom networks.

(b) Service-based operators(SBO),
whichrefersto utilizing telecom
network elementsfrom an FBO
to provide telecom services.

() Individual SBO license,
whereindividual licensing
isrequired (Managed Data
Network Service, MVNO,
IX, IP Telephony, M2M
etc).
(i) Class SBO license, where
only registration with IMDA is required
(Interconnected VOIP, Internationa Calling Cards,
Call-back servicesetc).

Internet based Voice and Data Services
(communications OTT service provider) must obtain a
Service-Based Operating (SBO) licencethat prescribesonly
aminimum quality of service standards. In contrast, TSPs
reguire a Facilities-Based Operations licence, which have
far greater regulatory obligations to fulfill than SBO
licensees. They are required to pay higher licence fees and
have roll out obligations to fulfill as per the license. They
are also required to implement and support number
portability; provideinterconnection; pay for the use of radio
frequenciesand comply with the IMDA’sQuality of Service
standards.

The government has implemented measures to
regulate online content and combat illegal activities, such

il a;waﬂ %—orra ECAE] aﬂ%r ?55 1%111
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as the spread of fake news, hate speech, or online scams.
These measures involve targeted actions against specific
websites or online platforms that violate local laws or
regulations. In some cases, access to certain websites or
content may berestricted or blocked temporarily. Singapore
has strict regulations in place to maintain social harmony
and national security, which may involve monitoring or
restricting certain online activities. However, complete or
nationwide internet shutdowns have not been reported in
Singapore.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The topic of OTTs was first considered by the
Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad
and Tobago (TATT) in its consultative
document, “ Towards the Treatment of Over-
the-Top (OTT) Services’ in June 2015. In
addition to evaluating the impact of OTT

Telecommunications

Authority
of Trinidad and Tobago

it F fFued & fo sum @ fear ® 139 sumn §
I AT A1 [ @ Ieded i arl G Jaage
AT HAARA WEhMl & FIAe @fad @rar aia € | ES
qIell § S daAEel a1 AT % Ugd SRl B9 F gfrated
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I Ia-5-2rq (e Afdaa § feaw

fpar or |3eanT & T 32792 gididmid

\

voice over Internet Protocol (VolP) services
within theindustry, the document also aimed
to engage the public on pertinent issues
relating to OTTs. At that time, the TATT
Authority took the decision to subsume
previous discussionson OTT issues and net
neutrality into one document addressing
both topics.

In July 2018, the TATT Authority began public
stakeholder discussions on the topics of net neutrality and
OTT regulation through its consultative document
Discussion Paper on Net Neutrality and OTT Services in
Trinidad and Tobago (the Discussion Paper). TheAuthority
sought feedback on the document from stakeholders with
respect to the proposed guiding principles and regulatory
approaches to net neutrality and the treatment of OTT
services in Trinidad and Tobago.

In October 2021, the Authority published the
decisions on recommendations (DORs) and thefinal version
of the Discussion Paper. Based on feedback from that
consultation process, and considering the dynamism of the
industry, TATT indicated that future consultations on both
topics would continue in separate frameworks on net
neutrality and OTTs.

TATT has signaled some interest in introducing
regulationsto explicitly govern OTT services, particularly
those which function equivalently or similarly to the
traditional servicesand use numbering resourcesto connect
tothe PSTN.

TATT published “Framework on Over-the-Top

—
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Services (OTTs) in Trinidad and Tobago” in August 2022
for a first round of consultation. In the proposed
framework, TATT defines Over the Top Services as
“Content, service or application, accessed by the public
viathe Internet, that may be a direct substitute for, and/
or may compete with a public telecommunications and/
or broadcasting service.” and that the scope of the
proposed Framework islimited to OTT communications
(voice and messaging) and OTT media services. This
Framework presents TATT's recommendations on the
treatment of OTT services accessed in Trinidad and
Tobago.

TURKEY

Within the scope of the
Mobile Call Termination market, it
was evaluated that in Turkey, OTT
messaging services, generally put
some degree of competitive strain
on mostly SMS/IMMS services. In
this regard, the tariff control
obligation on SMS/MMS
termination was lifted for mobile
network operators. The licenced
operators in Turkey complain
about the OTTs that these
providers are not regulated
and should be regulated like
licensed operators.

The amending law,
passed and published on 13
October 2022 defines OTT
servicesand OTT service provider as below:

Digiturk
Bein

Netflix

“Over the top service: electronic communication
services between persons within the scope of
auditory, written, visual communication that are
provided through a publicly available software
independent of operators or the internet service
provided to subscribersand userswho haveinternet
access.

Over the top service provider: Natural persons or
legal entities providing services that are covered
by the definition of over the top services.”

Thelaw givesaclear power to The Information and
Communication Technologies Authority (ICTA) (Turkish:
Bilgi Teknolojileri ve iletisim Kurumu (BTK)) to regulate
and authorize OTT service providers considering the

BiLGI TEKNOLOJILERI
VE ILETi$iM KURUMU

Telekomiinikasyon lletisim Bagkanhi

Blue TV
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characteristics of the OTTs. However, currently BTK is
closely monitoring the practices of the other countries, and
possible regulation proposals will be evaluated in the near
future.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Non-interconnected OTT communications apps are
not regulated as telecommunications services under US
communicationsAct.

The US distinguishes between ‘ telecommunications
services (e.g. voicetelephony) and ‘information services
(e.q. text messaging).
Telecommunications services are
regulated more heavily than
information services.

The US Congress has found
that the ' Internet and other interactive
computer services haveflourished, to
the benefit of all Americans, with a
minimum of government regulation’.

Under USlaw, the policy of the
US is ‘to preserve the vibrant and
competitive free market that presently
exists for the Internet and other
interactive computer services,
unfettered by Federal or State
regulation.’

While the United States has
not experienced a complete internet
shutdown, there have been instances where specific
websites or online services have been temporarily
restricted or blocked. These actions are usually taken for
reasons related to national security or during periods of
emergency. B
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FOCUS: BROADBAND

BROADBAND IS THE

WAY AHEAD

The broadband numbers is increasing and will

show the growth and much needed

diversification to the LCO and MSO community.

7
0.0

T @ T W SiSSsS

TR @ (A% AT Add HAa9as s a0

qgefofd &I |

HIGHLIGHTS OF TELECOM SUBSCRIPTION DATA AS ON 30TH APRIL, 2023

Particulars

Broadband Subscribers(Million)

Urban Telephone Subscribers(Million)
Net AdditioninApril, 2023 (Million)
Monthly Growth Rate

Rural Telephone Subscribers(Million)
Net AdditioninApril, 2023 (Million)
Monthly Growth Rate

Total Telephone Subscribers(Million)
Net AdditioninApril, 2023 (Million)
Monthly Growth Rate

Overall Tele-density(%)
Urban Tele-density (%)
Rural Tele-density (%)

Share of Urban Subscribers

Share of Rural Subscribers

Inthe month of April, 2023, 10.95 million subscribers
submitted their requestsfor Mobile Number Portability
(MNP). With this, the cumulative MNP requests
increased from 819.70 million at the end of March-23
to 830.65 million at the end of April-23, since
implementation of MNP,

Number of active wireless subscribers (on the date of
pesk VLR) inApril, 2023 was 1038.45 million.

Wireless Wireline Total
(Wireless+ Wireline)
817.04 33.89 850.94
626.74 27.14 653.88
-0.80 098 017
-0.13% 3.73% 0.03%
516.39 2.25 518.64
001 0.001 001
0.00% 0.04% 0.00%
1143.13 29.39 1172.52
-0.80 098 018
-0.07% 344% 0.02%
82.34% 2.12% 84.46%
128.09% 5.55% 133.64%
57.44% 0.25% 57.69%
54.83% 92.35% 55.77%
4517% 7.65% 44.23%

o
£

YA 2023 & FEM F 10.95 Mfedd Medi 7A@
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FOCUS: BROADBAND
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BROADBAND SUBSCRIBER

Asper theinformation received from 1,011 operators
inApril, 2023 in comparisonto 1,007 Operator in March
2023, thetotal Broadband Subscribersincreased from
846.57 million at theend of March-23t0 850.94 million
at the end of April-23 with a monthly growth rate of
0.52%. Segment-wise broadband subscribersand their
monthly growth rates are as below:

1. gIsdS FeHHEAT
< YT 2023 H 1011 HI F U AT & AN
qd 2023 F 1007 I B a1 § FA dI=d
AAHIEa? 919 23 & 3id § 846.57 [T 7 dew
AU 23 & HA § 850.94 Mferad &1 7 | fawm &7
0.52% 732 g1 A4 Ted AN ! qE I 29

T 2

SEGMENT—-WISE BROADBAND SUBSCRIBERS AND MONTHLY GROWTH RATE
IN THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2023

Segment

Broadband subscribers

Wired subscribers

Mobiledevicesusers
(Phones and dongles)

Fixed Wir elesssubscribers
(Wi-Fi, Wi-Max, Point-to-Point Radio & V SAT)

Total

Top five service providers constituted 98.39% market
share of the total broadband subscribers at the end of
April-23. These service providers were Reliance Jio
Infocomm Ltd 441.92 million, Bharti Airtel 244.37
million, Vodafone Idea 123.58 million, BSNL 25.26
million and AtriaConvergence 2.14 million.

The graphical representation of the service provider-

(in million)

Ason 31st Ason 30th
March, 2023 April, 2023
3349 3389
811.99 816.07
109 097
846.57 850.94

Monthly growthrate

inthemonth
of April, 2023

1.20%
0.50%

-11.15%

0.52%

< U 23 % 7T F A 5 AT WA H FHA dr=ds
T @l 98.39% AT RFHEHT o7 | T FaT arar -
e o S fies 441.92 Wferas, amdr wved
244 .37 fcToM, AR oMst=ar 123.58 e,

qUATITA 25.26 ffermd A7 e daad 2.14

Hfer2r T |
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FOCUS: BROADBAND

KD
*
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wise market share of broadband services is given
below: -

< grsds A1l qdT GBI a7 AT REEHT @ e

afciiferer e fean w2

ServiceProvider-wiseMarket Shareof Broadband (wired + wir eless)
Servicesason 30th April, 2023

Atria
~ Convergence,
~ 0.25%

Bharti Airtel,
28.72%

Ason 30thApril, 2023, thetop five Wired Broadband
Serviceproviderswere Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd 8.65
million, Bharti Airtel 6.25 million, BSNL 3.63 million,
Atria Convergence Technologies 2.14 million and
Hathway Cable & Datacom 1.12 million.

As on 30th April, 2023, the top five Wireless
Broadband Service providers were Reliance Jio
Infocom Ltd 433.27 million, Bharti Airtel 238.11 million,
Vodafoneldea123.57 million, BSNL 21.63 millionand
Intech Online Pvt. Ltd. 0.24 million.

WIRELINE SUBSCRIBERS

Wireline subscribersincreased from 28.41 million at
the end of March-23 to 29.39 million at the end of
April-23. Net increasein the wireline subscriber base
was 0.98 million with amonthly growth rate of 3.44%.
The share of urban and rural subscribers in total
wireline subscribers were 92.35% and 7.65%
respectively at the end of April, 2023.

The Overall Wireline Tele-density in Indiaincreased
from 2.05% at theend of March-23t02.12% at theend

o2

7
*

Others, 1.61%

Reliance Jio,
51.93%

30 3@ 2023 d% AU GG IIE qEaS JAT YSIT
e R Sniem fdiies 8.65 Wi, qrdl taved
6.25 fafeoH, GoAUATa 3.63 WieEH, Tear daed
SHTATA 2.14 WA 7 299 &ad U2 226M
1.12 fferET o |

30 U 2023 7% MY U AETEH =42 JdT TETdr
e R Shiem fies 433 .27 Mfer, wd wred
238 .11 Tferas, drsT®A smEi=ar 123.57 i,
AT 21.63 FITaT AW 32 AT T3 fKHes
0.24 WfeaT o |

TTITEZT THBIZTH

qTd 23 & 3 § AREARA Tl Sl T 28 .41 MR
H dad? HAUA 23 & 3 § 29,39 Mfera & T 1 3.44%
Tl AHE Jhs a7 & WY AR Wew AGW I8
ghg 0.98 Mfera & | YA 2023 & 3T H &l AATAH
et § STET AT T Tedhi dl [RETET HA9T 92.35%
AT 7.65% 411

qWA § T AT SrEqd 919 23 & 30T § 2.05%
T o’ U 23 & Id § 2.12% 2 T | T I &
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FOCUS: BROADBAND

Vodafone idea
Tata Tele. 2.38% Quadrant
7.55%_ ~1.17%

___Reliance Com.
0.48%

Reliance Jio
32.05%

Bharti Airtel
24.68%

Access Service Provider-wise Net Addition/Declinein Wireline
Subscriber sduringthemonth of April, 2023

‘Net Wireline Subscribers Addition= 9,76,812

2600000

2100000

1600000

104154
7046
-3120
-3459
13734

-94492

100000

Tata Tele. [N 677870
MTNL|
BSNE

Reliance Jio [l 302547
1]

|

[Reliance Com.

of April-23. Urban and Rural Wireline Teledensity were SN ST ST IO AETETE Wl S A% 5.55%
5.55% and 0.25% respectively during the same period. 3T 0.25% o1 |

BSNL and MTNL, the two PSU access service | % TCATTUA @ TAEGATA, &1 Ay T %'E” TaTT %
providers, held 31.68% of thewireline market shareas U 30 YW 2023 d% AT a7 § 31.68%
on 30th April, 2023. REer 4|
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DISH NETWORKS —
ECHOSTAR COLLABORATION

-
-
b 4 -

NETWORK

EGHOSTAR

Dish network isexploring the
possibility of a combination with
EchoStar, as the company looks to
move away from satellite
broadcasting.

The move seems to put pay
to suggestions that Dish might
instead seek amerger with DTH rival
DirecTV.

Dish is currently developing
amobile network acrossthe USwhile
trying to maintain its direct-to-home
satellite business in amarket still in
the grip of cord cutting.

The company is now using
spectrum acquired by Ergen to
compete against mobile operators
AT& T, Verizon, and T-Mobile. Dish
saysit’sinvesting $10 billion in the
business, but is said to need another
$3 billionto meet 22025 deadlinefrom
the Federal Communications
Commission to offer service to 75%
of the United States.

DEUTSCHE TELEKOM — BT
ACQUSITION

Deutsche Telekom s
considering a possible takeover of

E B BN

BT, in which it already holds a 12%
share.

According to The Telegraph,
BT has intensified work with
advisers from Robey Warshaw and
Goldman Sachs on its defence in
recent months amid strengthening
rumoursthat its German counterpart
is preparing an approach.

NETFLIX RACES AHEAD IN
POLAND

Netflix now accountsfor over
half of the time spent on viewing
streaming platforms by Polish
internet users.

According to research by

M ediapanel published by Wirtualne
Media>, the figure stood at 54.36%
in June, up from 50.58% in May.

Disney was in second place
with 6.97% (6.09%), followed by
Player with 6.64% (6.71%) and HBO
Max with 6.19% (5.73).

VIRGIN MEDA’S BROADBAND
PUSH

Virgin Media has launched
the second phase of its ‘To Better
and Beyond’ creative platform,
shining a spotlight on its ultrafast
connectivity and Wi-Fi Guarantee.
The campaign showcases Virgin
Media's commitment to delivering
minimum download speeds of
20Mbps in every room or providing
customers with their money back.

Developed in collaboration
with VCCP London, the integrated
brand campaign introduces a new
protagonist, the Goat Glider,
symbolizing Virgin Media's Wi-Fi
Guarantee. The campaign continues
with the tagline, ‘ See What You Can
Do, designed emphasise the power
of Virgin Media's ultrafast
broadband. ®

MAGAZINE

Contact: Mob.: +91-9108208956 | Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313 | Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com

53 SATELLITE & CABLETV

JULY 2023



ZEE —SONY DEAL UNDER IT
RADAR

The Sony — Zee deal is under the
Income Tax scrutiny. Earlier Zeg'sTen
Sportswassoldto Sony viaTg TV —a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Zee in
Mauritius

Theincometax plansto approach
Bombay High Court against a ruling
that prevents capital gains tax on the
sale of Ten Sports to SonyPictures
Network by a Mauritian entity linked
to Zee Entertainment.

The sale amount is around Rs
1,800 crore and datesto 2016.

The Mumbai bench of the Income
Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) ruled
that the sale of the sports channel is
not taxable in India. Tgj TV has no
permanent establishment, entitlingit to
avail the treaty benefit under the
Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement, according to the report.

AMAZON PLANS NEW
SUBSCRIPTION

Amazon India has announced a
new subscription plan, Prime Lite.
Priced at Rs 999 per annum, it's an
affordable alternative to the regular
Prime membership, whichispriced at
Rs1,499.

Apart from shopping benefits,
Prime Lite members can stream

unlimited
content on
PrimeVideo.
However, it
allows
customers
only two
streaming
devices in
HD quality.
More importantly, with this, Prime
Video isintroducing its ad-supported
tier.

Although its sports coverage
already comeswith ads, thiswill bethe
first time other content on Prime Video,
will feature ads.

While there's adifference of only
Rs 500 between the Prime Lite and
regular subscription, in a price-
sensitivemarket like India, it can make
asignificant difference.

PrimeVideo had an estimated 21.8
million subscribersin Indialast year.
India sAVoD streaming

Amazon is also looking at new
strategies along with Warner Bros.
Discovery and Paramount Global to
adding ad-based tiers of their streaming
services through Prime Video
channels.

DISH TV REJECTS CALL FOR
EGM

dishtv)

Dish TV hasrgected requestsfrom
a specific group of 77 shareholdersto
hold an extraordinary general meeting
(EGM) to oust two independent
shareholders over concernsabout their
independence.

The notice for EGM was issued
on 15 May by the shareholders who
represented 10.15% ownership. The
group called for theremoval of Shankar
Aggarwal and Rashmi Aggarwal who
are independent directors and

amazon

Lite

replacing them with Badri Narayanan,
Satis Kumar Yanmandra and Jeet Sen
Gupta.

Dish TV natified in an exchange
filing that its board turned down the
reguest on groundsthat it wasinvalid.

The board reportedly said that the
four notices listed were not issued by
shareholders on Dish TV’s register of
members. Seven notices that were
submitted were duplicates with the
origina missing.

The company added that the
reguest for EGM cannot be accepted
since the eleven notices submitted by
entities like companies, trusts and
partnerships were without the
necessary authorization from the
respective board of directors.

NDTV’S SALARY HIKE POST
ADANI TAKEOVER

NDTV hasannounced salary hikes
across all network verticals. The
overdl sdary increasethistimeis11.50
per cent issignificantly higher than the
industry average. This is the highest
inthelast 23 yearsof NDTV.

Senthil Chengalvarayan,
Executive Director, NDTV said, "Asthe
NDTV Group embarks on the next
phase of growth, it isour talented team
that will be leading the way. They are
the primary force behind the success
of NDTV, and we are happy to
recognise their hard work and
commitment with thisyear'sraises. Our
aggressive expansion plan, which
includes the introduction of regional
language platformsand further inroads
in digital, will present new
opportunitiesfor growth aswell asnew
responsibilities.”. &
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical termswhere possible. The service is available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your QueriesTo: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

OTT GROWTH

Q: How hasOTT evolved and what hasspurred the
growth?

Srinivas Venkatswami
Media Consultant, Bangalore

Ans.: India is currently the world’s second-largest
telecommunications market. As on 31.03.2023, there
were 1.172 billion telephone subscribersin the country.
Till about 2012, voice
telephony and Short
Message Service (SMS)
were the  flagship
telecommunication
services in the country.

Thereafter, internet
services, particularly
Broadband internet

services, have witnessed a
remarkable growth in the
country. The broadband
subscriber base in the
country leapfrogged by 55
times from a modest base
of about 15 million in
December 2012 to about
832 million in December
2022. The compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
broadband subscriber base in India was about 49%
during the period from the year 2012 to 2022.

With the growth5 in mobile and fixed broadband
penetration, a wide variety of Over-the-top (OTT)
services have become available to consumers. As per
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), OTT is
an “application accessed and delivered over the public
Internet that may be a direct technical/ functional

A @ TaeE
g AL »E R@ia gan iR feam feema &t
9Ra fpar 37
sfiferarg & seer,
Hffsar aaesr, Tl
IR AT IoHM H g @1 T HaH d21 HAN
AT % 131.03.2023 T@, < 7 1,172 W@ Teh
g | TNTHT 2012 dd, ITTH
A ST el e e v e
(THTATR ) 391§ W THAT
Agrd of |39% arE, 97 |
geTAT HaATAT, ferrust
grsd s g2THe Tt
ST gig a1 T8 |39
i gl=dz Med HT ey
2012 ¥ 19T 15 Wiy &
Al SATEW 7 55 AT a5H7
feHaT 2022 § @9 832
fafero &1 T |9g 2012 7
2022 &1 Hf & FIITA
d § dfzds s MUW &l d@dlg anud ghs &t
(T ) TR 49% o7 |
qraTEd AR [z ai=ds ugd § ghe & A1, ST
% Q[T 9ar @l SEr-2-2 (AER) Har 3w
2T E | AT SEr WY () & AIAT SR
% HEAANS 32 9 UHHA AR [GAnd e S aren
TftAadby™ & A URRe FATTSE TEar Jarst & foe
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DISH DOCTOR

substitute  for traditional international
telecommunication services.” The best-known
examplesof OTT are Whatsapp, Telegram, skype, etc.

In the past one decade, the OTTs have hugely
impacted the telecommunication ecosystem worldwide.
As aresult, the impact of OTTs is being analyzed in
many countries. In India, initial attempts to analyze
theimpact of OTT serviceswere madein theyear 2015
separately by Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRALI) and the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Government of India. TRAI issued a
consultation paper on Regulatory Framework for Over-
the-top (OTT) services dated 27.03.2015 for
consultation with stakeholders. The said consultation
process remained inconclusive. Besides, DoT issued
‘Net Neutrality DoT Committee Report’ in May 2015.
The said report examined, inter-alia, the OTT services,
and their impact on the telecom sector

The OTT landscape is remarkably dynamic and
competitive, as users increasingly spread their time
between more and more applications. The decreasing
cost of high-speed Internet connectivity and the
increasing processing power and storage space on
personal devices allow peopleto move easily between
different apps, add new ones or use several at the
sametime. Thereis considerable overlap between the
user bases of competing applications, and OTT
technologies impose virtually no constraints on end
users from using many similar applications
concurrently, a process known as ‘multihoming’. In
Germany, for instance, a May 2020 report by the
Bundesnetzagentur (Federal Network Agency) found
that 65% of survey respondents practise multihoming
for communication OTT applications. B
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1R

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 16th Tollywood has left 3876 H.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 21st Pogo and Cartoon Network
India have started on 3739 H, Conax;
Divine Kingdom TV and Kingdom TV
have started on 12522 H, clear; CT
Live! Beats has left again; GNF TV
has started on 12682 V, clear. On
23rd Zee News has started on 4103
V, Conax.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E
On 9th Sab TV has started on 3745
V, clear.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 2nd Sony Max India has left
12405 V; Eurosport Asia has left
12467 V.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEGE

On 4th Gujarat First has started on
3805 H, clear; Studio N News has
left 3981 H; Bada Khabar has left
4054 H; APTS 24x7 has replaced
Kaatyayani TV on 4080 H, clear. On
12th NB News, Foodxp and Tata Play
NEET Prep have started on 11470
V, encrypted; A1 TV and Siri Kannada
have left; Tata Play Beauty and Star
Gold 2 have started on 11510V, en-
crypted; Punjabi Hits and Baby TV
Asia have left. On 16th Rose TV has
left 3805 H; Filmy Hits has left 4133
H. On 18th Swayam Prabha 18-22
and E-Vidya 1-12 have left 11670 V.

MEASAT 3B/3DAT 91.5DEGE

On 1st Fight TV and Fitness TV have
started on 12603 H, encrypted; Dis-
covery Science SoutheastAsia, Dis-

India in the past month.

covery Channel Southeast Asia,
Eurosport Asia and Asian Food Net-
work have left.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 9th BVG has started on 4176 H,
clear. On 14th Swayam Prabha 1-22
have started on 11630 H and 11670
H, clear. On 15th B4U Bhojpuri has
left 11510 V; Shraddha Mh One has
left 11630 V; Swayam Prabha 1-22
have left 11670 H again. On 19th
Jyotish Duniya has left 11510 H.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 4th Time HD has started on 3663
V, clear; Lamp TV has replaced
Fazal TV on 3880 H, clear.

SES 7/9/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
On 11th My Family, Cinemachi Max,
My Cinema and DreamWorks TV
Asia have started on 2535 H, en-
crypted. HBO Hits and Cartoon Net-
work Asia have left; Global Trekker,
DreamWorks TV Asia and Para-
mount Network Asia have started on
2535V, encrypted; Discovery Chan-
nel Southeast Asia, HGTV Asia,
Cartoon Network Asia and Warner
TV Southeast Asia have left; Rock
Entertainment, My Kidz, Cinemachi
Action, Paramount Network Asia,
Rock Action, My Cinema Asia, MNC
Sports, Global Trekker and ZooMoo
Asia have started on 2565 H, en-
crypted; Cinemax Asia, Animal
Planet Southeast Asia, Warner TV
Southeast Asia and National Geo-
graphic Asia have left; EuroNews
English and Rock Entertainment
have started on 2565 V,
encrypted;CNN International Asia
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Pacific and Asian Food Network have
left; Paramount Network Asia,
Cinemachi Xtra and Cinemachi have
started on 2595 H, encrypted; HBO
Signature Asia and HBO Asia have
left; Kids TV, Music TV and IDX Chan-
nel have started on 2595 V, en-
crypted; Asian Food Network has left;
Cinemachi Kids and Cinemachi Max
have started on 2625 H, encrypted,;
HBO Family Asia and HBO Hits have
left; Global Trekker, Rock Action,
ZooMoo Asia and MTV Live have
started on 2625 V, encrypted; Dis-
covery Channel SoutheastAsia, TLC
Southeast Asia and Boomerang
South East Asia have left; MTV 90s
and Cinemachi Kids have started on
2655 H, encrypted. HBO Family Asia
has left;; Cinemachi Action,
Cinemachi Xtra and Cinemachi have
started on 2655 V, encrypted,;
Cinemax Asia, HBO Signature Asia
and HBO Asia have left.

THAICOM 4/ BANGABANDHU 1 AT
119.5DEGE

On 1st Da Ai TV Indonesia has left
3720 H; Quran TV, Wesal TV and
MHO TV have left 3971 H. On 3rd
Zee Bangla International has started
on 4712V, Conax. On 17th Gazi TV
on 4625 H is now in clear; T Sports
on 4680 H is now in clear; Zee
Bangla International has left 4758 H
and 4764 H. On 18th Gazi TV on 4625
H is encrypted again. On 20th T
Sports on 4680 H is encrypted again.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5 DEG E

On 25th Himalaya TV has left 3406
V; Pak 99 News HD has started on
3651V, clear; CNN Bangla TV and
Music Bangla have left.
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Broadband
Cable TV
IPTV
OTT
ount
65%

Actual Subscription| %
s i amount Disc
1200 | 1000  16.65%

Latest Technology in India.....
2400 2000

Only One Magazine Gives You An Indepth
Actual cost @
wammee: | RS, 100 per copy

Look At The Events, News, Laws And The
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INDIA'S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE

Magaline--o CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

— 1| More Than 30 Years'"

The Easiest Way To Pick Up
The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India...
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www.scatmag.com

“When times are good you should advertise, when times are
bad you MUST advertise” -

Satellite & Cable TV Magazine has been serving the needs of
the Satellite, Cable and Broadband industry for the past 28

years.

The SATELLITE & CABLE TV magazine is read by over 40,000
industry professionals every month!!... every one of them is a
potential buyer of your products.....

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!
I I I
Contact : Ms. Geeta Lalwani

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com | Mob: +91 +91-9108208956
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