MARKET REPORT

STREAMING
PLATFORMS SHIFT TO
LEANER CONTENT
BUDGETS AMID
MARKET MATURITY

Industry moves from big-ticket bets to balanced slates
as competition and ROI pressures mount.

India’s streaming sector is trading in its era of
extravagant content spending for a more measured
approach, aligning high-end web series budgets with
television economics in a bid to sustain growth.

After a period of aggressive investment between 2019
and 2022, when platforms routinely spent Rs 1-2 crore per
episode on marquee web series average budgets have now
contracted to Rs 30 lakh to
Rs. 1 crore per episode,
depending on the
production scale and cast.
Industry insiders estimate
that content outlays have
been pared back by 20-50%
across the board.

The result: long-
format web productions
are now costing roughly
the same as prime-time
Hindi TV episodes, which
typically run Rs 25-30
lakh for a 30-minute slot.

FROM SPLURGE TO STRATEGY

The recalibration follows a broader industry trend.
Sector-wide OTT content spend has dropped from over Rs
5,500 crore in 2021 to roughly Rs 2,500 crore in 2024, as
reported earlier.

BALANCING VOLUME AND QUALITY

While the premium tier is not disappearing,
established franchises and marquee series still attract
sizeable spends, the emphasis is shifting to a diversified
slate.

As India’s OTT market matures, the growth playbook
is evolving from high-octane spending toward disciplined
portfolio management. For creators, this could mean leaner
margins but more opportunities to produce, provided they
adapt to the new economics of streaming storytelling.®
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