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GOVT LAUNCHES RS
2,540 CR UPGRADE
DRIVE FOR
AKASHVANI &
DOORDARSHAN

India’s public broadcasting networkhas rolled out a Rs
2,539.61 crore infrastructure overhaul.

In a decisive move to future-proof India’s public
broadcasting network, the government has rolled out a Rs
2,539.61 crore infrastructure overhaul for Akashvani (All
India Radio) and Doordarshan Kendras under the
Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development
(BIND) Scheme for 2021-26. The initiative is designed to
modernise outdated systems, enhance studio and
transmission quality, and integrate new-age digital
technologies across the national network.

Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting
Dr. L. Murugan, in a written reply to the Lok Sabha,
confirmed that the programme covers every state, with Bihar
among the key beneficiaries. “The Kendras are being
upgraded under the Central Sector Scheme, BIND. This
includes major upgrades throughout the country, including
Bihar, to strengthen public broadcasting,” he said.

DIGITALISATION AT THE CORE
The BIND scheme’s blueprint focuses on:

¢ Digitalisation and modernisation of broadcasting
equipment.

¢ Replacement of legacy and analogue systems.
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¢  Upgradation of studio and transmitter infrastructure.

¢ Adoption of advanced technologies and digital
workflows.

These upgrades are aimed at improving both reach
and quality, while ensuring the public broadcasters remain
competitive in an environment increasingly dominated by
private television channels and digital streaming platforms.

REGIONAL INVESTMENTS

In Bihar, the modernisation drive comes with a capital
commitment of Rs 64.56 crore for Akashvani Kendras and
Rs 4.31 crore for Doordarshan Kendras. This funding will
support the introduction of digital transmission equipment,
revamped production facilities, and upgraded content
delivery systems to enhance audience experience.

STRENGTHENING PUBLIC SERVICE
BROADCASTING

The government has
positioned the BIND scheme as part
of a broader strategy to reinforce
public broadcasting’s role in
delivering reliable news, cultural
programming, and educational
content, particularly in underserved
rural and regional markets.

By upgrading infrastructure
on a national scale, the initiative aims

¢ Enhance emergency broadcasting capabilities.

¢ Support the production of region-specific content
in multiple languages.

STAYING RELEVANT IN A SHIFTING MEDIA
LANDSCAPE

With changing audience habits and the rapid rise of
digital-first consumption, the modernisation of Akashvani
and Doordarshan is seen as critical for retaining relevance.
The planned upgrades will not only improve technical
capabilities but also open the door for hybrid and interactive
formats, bringing public broadcasters closer to younger,
tech-savvy audiences.

If implemented effectively, the BIND scheme could
mark the most significant transformation of India’s state-
owned broadcasting infrastructure in decades, positioning
Akashvani and Doordarshan to compete for attention in a
fragmented, on-demand media market.®
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to: India's Public Service Broadcaster

¢ Extend high-quality audio-
visual content to remote and border areas.
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