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HATHWAY SECURES FAVOURABLE
TDSAT ORDER

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has ruled in
favour of Hathway Digital Pvt
Ltd in its dispute with West

Bengal-based local cable ha’hwsgr
operator Jagat Gouri Cable Net

over the non-return of 194 set-

top boxes (STBS).

InitsAugust 20 judgment, the tribunal directed the LCO
toreturnthe STBsand rel ated accessoriesin good working
condition within two months. Failing this, the operator
must deposit Rs 2.64 lakh, calculated on the depreciated
value of the equipment, along with simple interest at 9%
per annum from the date of filing of the petition.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWS BARC READINESS
The government has held a high-level meeting to
review theresumption of television
audience measurement by the
Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC), with discussions
focusing on compliance with the
Television Rating Policy 2026.
Senior government officials c
examined several unresolved
issues, including the treatment of
landing-page viewership, which continues to divide
broadcasters under the revised ratings framework.

ADVERTISERS WELCOME TV AD CAP
REMOVAL

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting's
decision to removethe long-standing 12-minute-per-hour
advertising cap on television is
being viewed by advertisers and
mediaagenciesasastructura reform
that offersgreater flexibility without
necessarily triggering higher
advertising rates.

Industry executives believe
broadcasters will gain additional
opportunities to monetise
inventory, while advertisers could
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benefit from improved campaign planning and greater
availability of commercial slots.

However, agencies cautioned that excessive
advertising could increase commercial clutter, potentially
reducing campaign effectiveness and audience
engagement. The amendment will comeinto effect onceit
isnotified inthe Gazette.

DELHI HC ALLOWS GTC PUNJABI TO
CONTINUE GURBANI BROADCAST

The Delhi High Court hasrefused to grant interim
relief to the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) and PTC,
allowing GTC Punjabi to continue
retransmitting the live Gurbani feed from
Sri Harmandir Sahib whilethelegal dispute
is adjudicated.

The petitioners had sought to
restrain GTC Punjabi from airing the feed,
alleging that the broadcaster lacked the
necessary authorisation. However, the
court found no grounds to impose an
interim restriction and observed that
statutory exemptions could be relevant to the case.

TDSAT DIRECTS KERALA CABLE OPERATOR
TO PAY

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has directed Kerala-
based local cable operator Skyline Cable
Network to pay Rs 15.92 lakh to DEN
Networks  towards  outstanding
subscription dues and the depreciated value
of 1,025 set-top boxes (STBs) retained after

migrating to another multi-system operator. FiTiZae NSN3RI URS
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL (TDSAT)

Thetribunal ruled that Skyline must
pay Rs 54,679 towards subscription dues
and Rs 15.38 lakh towards the value of the unreturned
STBs, along with simple interest at 9% per annum from
April 30, 2020, until payment.

TDSAT aso held that KeralaCommunicators Cable
Ltd could not be held liable as it was not a party to the
interconnect agreement between DEN Networks and
Skyline Cable Network. B
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