PRASAR BHARATI LOOKS TO
CHARGE WAVES OTT GROWTH

Public broadcaster Prasar Bharati is seeking a
Project Management Unit (PMU) to
scale its WAVES OTT platform,
which launched in November 2024
and already has 3.8 million
downloads.

The PMU will drive content
strategy, partnerships, and
monetisation with targets of 10
million registered users and 5% ad-
revenue growth within a year. Goals
include keeping 70% of users active monthly, expanding
multi-language content, and achieving operational break-
even in two years through AVOD, SVOD, syndication,
and international tie-ups.

DTH LOSES 6 MILLION SUBSCRIBERS IN A
YEAR

India’s Direct-to-Home (DTH)
TV sector is shrinking fast as audiences
flock to OTT and free-to-air services.

TRAI data show active DTH
subscriptions fell from 62.17 million in
June 2024 to 56.07 million in June 2025,
a loss of over six million users. The
decline has been steady each quarter,
underscoring a structural shift in
viewing habits. Analysts say DTH
providers must **innovate—via
hybrid OTT bundles, flexible pricing,
or interactive services—if they hope to remain relevant
in the next phase of India’s TV market.

INDIA GENERATES 21.5 BILLION HOURS
OF PREMIUM VOD

India’s video content consumption dwarfs other
Asian markets, with 21.5 billion hours of premium VOD
viewing recorded in Q2 2025, says Media Partners Asia.
JioHotstar led the market with a 56% share, while
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Amazon platforms held 25%. Netflix’s
presence is smaller than in other Asian
countries. Traditional TV continues to
dominate regional audiences, even as
digital consumption surges. Theatrical
releases also bounced back, with India’s
box office hitting $1.4 billion in 2024, driven largely by
South Indian films. Analysts note that India’s dual
strength in TV and digital sets it apart in Asia.

MIB BANS 25 OTT APPS FOLLOWING
REPEATED VIOLATIONS

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
blocked 25 OTT platforms, including
Ullu, ALTT, Big Shots, and Desiflix,
after over six months of ignored
advisories. The move addresses
violations of IT Act Sections 67/67A,
the Indecent Representation of
Women Act, and other laws for
hosting obscene content with weak
age-gating. Officials cited a 90-page
evidence dossier documenting
prolonged nudity and sexual activity without narrative
justification. The ban underscores government intent to
enhance oversight and enforce compliance in India’s
rapidly growing OTT sector. B
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