MARKET REPORT

TRAI PLANS TOUGHER
ANNUAL AUDITS

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is
preparing sweeping changes to tighten oversight of
addressable TV distribution and curb signal piracy.

TRATI’s draft of the Seventh Amendment to the 2017
Interconnection Regulations proposes mandatory yearly
audits for every addressable TV distributor and lays out
a clearer framework to combat piracy.

Under the proposal, distributors must submit a final
audit report to broadcasters by 30 September each year.
If discrepancies remain unresolved, TRAI can order
special audits or even suspend signals until corrective
action is taken. The draft also codifies anti-piracy
escalation steps, giving broadcasters legal backing to
quickly address unauthorized redistribution of content.

The framework is
expected to take effect 1
April 2026, pending
stakeholder feedback and
government notification.
Industry observers believe
the measures will bring
greater transparency to
subscriber reporting and
revenue sharing, a
persistent flashpoint
between broadcasters and
distribution platform
operators (DPOs).

For consumers, the changes could translate into
better quality of service and fewer blackouts, as stricter
audits push operators to maintain accurate subscriber
data and safeguard encrypted feeds. For broadcasters,
the rules promise stronger leverage in negotiations and
more reliable carriage fees, potentially improving
profitability across the pay-TV ecosystem.

While some DPOs have raised concerns about the cost
and administrative burden of annual audits, analysts argue
the reforms are essential to plug revenue leakages and sustain
investor confidence in India’s Rs. 60,000-crore pay-TV sector.
TRALI is accepting comments on the draft until later this year,
after which final regulations will be issued.®
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