NETFLIX SHIFTS FOCUS FROM SCALE
TO PROFITABILITY

Netflix appears to be entering a new strategic phase
centred on monetisation and operational efficiency after
reportedly stepping away from a potential Warner Bros.
Discovery deal. Industry observers say the
streamer is now prioritising advertising, live
programming, content ownership and
higher average revenue per user (ARPU)
over aggressive expansion. The shift comes
as Netflix posted an 82% jump in quarterly
profit to $5.23 billion, signalling that its profitability-
focused strategy is gaining traction. India is expected to
remain a key market in testing the company’s next phase
of growth.

INDIA’S OTT AUDIENCE BASE CONTINUES
TO EXPAND

India’s OTT ecosystem has reached an estimated
1.45 billion monthly active users, according
to a CLSA report, driven by affordable data
and growing smartphone penetration.
YouTube continues to dominate the market
with 772 million users, followed by
JioHotstar at 390 million. Netflix and
Amazon Prime Video reported 92 million and
67 million users respectively. The report also
projects India’s smartphone user base to rise to 885 million
by FY28, further strengthening the streaming economy.

GOVERNMENT ADVANCES OTT
EMPANELMENT PROCESS

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
opened financial bids for the empanelment of OTT
platforms as part of its digital media
outreach initiatives. The process,
overseen by the Central Bureau of
Communication, is aimed at creating a
structured framework for engaging
streaming platforms in government
communication campaigns. Officials said the move reflects
the increasing importance of OTT services in reaching
large and diverse digital audiences across the country.
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ITALIAN COURT RULES AGAINST NETFLIX
PRICE HIKES

A court in Rome has ruled that Netflix’s subscription
fee increases in Italy over the past several
years were unlawful, according to
international media reports. The judgment
held that contractual clauses allowing
unilateral price hikes violated consumer
protection rules. Netflix has reportedly
been directed to compensate affected
subscribers and publish details of the
ruling to inform customers about potential
refunds.

AMEESH RAI JOINS MONEYCONTROL HINDI
AS DEPUTY EDITOR

Network18 has appointed Ameesh Rai as Deputy
Editor for Moneycontrol
Hindji, strengthening its
leadership team for
Hindi digital content.
Rai joins from the India
Today Group’s TAK
network, where he
worked across UP Tak and News Tak. With nearly 16 years
of experience in print, television and digital journalism, he
is expected to focus on business, policy and political stories
with direct relevance to Indian audiences.

DD FREE DISH DRIVES PRASAR BHARATI'S
COMMERCIAL REVENUES

DD Free Dish has emerged as the biggest contributor
to Prasar Bharati’s internal revenues,
generating Rs 1,285 crore in FY24
through DTH-related income. The
free-to-air platform now accounts for
a substantial share of the
broadcaster’s commercial earnings,
surpassing several traditional
revenue streams. The figures
underline the growing strategic
importance of DD Free Dish in supporting Prasar Bharati’s
finances alongside government funding support.®
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