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BROADCAST
REGULATION AT
CROSSROADS

India’s broadcast industry is navigating a regulatory
maze where consultations are plenty, but closure is
scarce. As authority remains split between the regulator
and the ministry, policy reform continues to stall,
leaving broadcasters caught in prolonged uncertainty.

For close to a decade, India’s broadcasting sector
has functioned under a divided regulatory structure that
often blurs accountability and delays decision-making. The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) positions
itself as the sector’s economic and consumer-facing
regulator, driving consultations and reform proposals. The
Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting (MIB),
however, retains the
decisive levers, licensing,
policy notification and
final rule-making. The
overlap has created a
system where intent is
articulated, but execution
frequently stalls.

TRAI has, over
the years, produced an
expansive body of
consultation papers
covering advertising limits, tariff structures, licensing reform,
audience measurement and platform convergence. These
exercises are typically exhaustive, involving months of
stakeholder feedback and detailed recommendations. Yet
once the process moves beyond the regulator’s desk,
momentum often slows. Files sit in review, proposals await
political sign-off, and the industry is left to operate under
interim arrangements that were never designed for today’s
converged media environment.

The renewed enforcement of the 12-minute
advertising cap illustrates this friction sharply. Though the
regulation has existed since 2012, it remained loosely
enforced for years. TRATI’s decision in late 2025 to issue
hundreds of show-cause notices brought the rule back into
focus overnight, unsettling broadcasters already under
pressure from declining linear TV revenues. Legal
challenges followed, pushing the issue into the courts. The
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episode highlights how dormant rules, when revived without
broader policy alignment, can destabilise commercial
planning across the sector.

A similar sense of incompletion surrounds the
proposed National Broadcasting Policy. Conceived as a long-
term framework to address convergence between
broadcasting, telecom and digital media, the policy process
began with high expectations in 2024. TRAI’s consultation
mapped out issues of competition, licensing and consumer
protection in detail. More than a year later, however, the
absence of a notified policy has left fundamental questions
unanswered, particularly around jurisdiction and regulatory
parity between linear and digital platforms.

Licensing reform under the Telecommunications Act,
2023 reflects the same pattern. TRAI’s recommendations
for a unified authorisation framework were widely welcomed
as overdue modernisation. Yet
without the necessary rules from
MIB, broadcasters, DTH operators
and cable networks continue under
legacy licences. The delay has been
especially costly for the DTH sector, |
where long-pending proposals on
licence fee reduction remain
unaddressed even as subscriber
numbers decline and financial
stress mounts.

Tariff regulation has also moved in cycles rather than
towards stability. Since 2019, multiple iterations of the New
Tariff Order have reshaped pricing norms, often faster than
businesses can adapt. While TRAI has signalled the need
for a more comprehensive reset under a future NTO 4.0, the
lack of a clear timeline has only extended uncertainty for
broadcasters and distributors alike.

Other unresolved issues, from encryption of DD Free
Dish to reforms in TV audience measurement, underscore
the same structural challenge. Consultations conclude,
drafts circulate, but final frameworks remain pending.

Taken together, these examples point to a governance
model caught between consultation and closure. TRAI
continues to generate reform blueprints, while MIB exercises
caution in finalising them. In the absence of clearer timelines
and sharper role definition, courts increasingly step in as
arbiters.

As media convergence accelerates, the cost of
regulatory drift is rising. Without faster alignment between
regulator and ministry, India’s broadcast industry risks
remain®

feraml & o @i e ol a2 dierdl Sieeie &, 3 i
B F g% & W, T aT § pAEe @i sk 2@
HH ¢ |

QT A9 a2 dierl & F19 9 B UAH
IO A & T8 © | TN, Saem A f2iqea qitzar &
AT AT e & T Us @a J9 & BHae & a9 Al
AT 2 AT &1 9foRAT 2024 ¥ T IHET % W IE &5 A1 IR
% HAEYH H Sfcre, AISHMT AT SUHIE qre & Jal @
ferT & aqmn T o | 2T, Ueh AT 3 S9me] 999 & a8 A
At M @ & & HEO JRAET FG fOAT 9T &
T E, IWET | A1 2fiied wiewn & drg Al aE
AN T aE & W |

BB T 2008 & ded AR A i
1 e &l T % | U Udhigpd AIES9H WHaad & fog
215 %l PRI 9T T S8 *T (R T, a)ifdh I8 S MahibTv
TG A qEel g3 o1 | fRT 1 wHemEar
& S et & for wene, Seiea
. . AT AT Faw Jedd P i

: " | % Ted & 99 T2 € |¥8 & 3Rg

fv &R % foTg amae W wE 9El 7, el
AR @ § FA & @d T T @t
Tl W AT T W el A T
%, Al SUHET H TE 9 T T
AN foirr g 9 T E |

2R T W1 R &l T S & a9 A3l d
AR 91 & 12019 ¥ = 2R® e & 3 ¥ & A F
UER & Ml § JeAE A T, S A9 @ A
T T T T A G € | Tl 21 T WIS & TR 4.0 &
Ted U AT 95 THe &l ST%7d @l Had [T 8, U T
TR &1 AT TR AN avent 3 & forg siffoaaa
@ AN gel e 7 |

221 Wl 291 & Ufhw 7 web? ST gl A9 § gAT
e, TAY ATAst G AT 1 J7aA1 A Bl 7T & | ey
T U 7 |

T [Tt I TeTeTv UH T aHI3d @l A1 3977 &
T N FAeIM AR FNT @& a9 B g ¢ |2 an
Rer e a1 7@ €, Safh TAsEal 3% WiEAd & 4
U AT 7 72T € | AT 2IZHET A I 2l AT IR
& T F B qo0 F M & qAX u A IR F |
F1 AN ¢ T8 | Twer A Ml & 9 ol aed &
[T, AR & TR0 3250 & h a1 gU e (M

37 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MARCH 2026





