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BROADCAST
REGULATION AT

CROSSROADS
India’s broadcast industry is navigating a regulatory
maze where consultations are plenty, but closure is

scarce. As authority remains split between the regulator
and the ministry, policy reform continues to stall,

leaving broadcasters caught in prolonged uncertainty.
For close to a decade, India’s broadcasting sector

has functioned under a divided regulatory structure that
often blurs accountability and delays decision-making. The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) positions
itself as the sector’s economic and consumer-facing
regulator, driving consultations and reform proposals. The
Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting (MIB),
however, retains the
decisive levers, licensing,
policy notification and
final rule-making. The
overlap has created a
system where intent is
articulated, but execution
frequently stalls.

TRAI has, over
the years, produced an
expansive body of
consultation papers
covering advertising limits, tariff structures, licensing reform,
audience measurement and platform convergence. These
exercises are typically exhaustive, involving months of
stakeholder feedback and detailed recommendations. Yet
once the process moves beyond the regulator’s desk,
momentum often slows. Files sit in review, proposals await
political sign-off, and the industry is left to operate under
interim arrangements that were never designed for today’s
converged media environment.

The renewed enforcement of the 12-minute
advertising cap illustrates this friction sharply. Though the
regulation has existed since 2012, it remained loosely
enforced for years. TRAI’s decision in late 2025 to issue
hundreds of show-cause notices brought the rule back into
focus overnight, unsettling broadcasters already under
pressure from declining linear TV revenues. Legal
challenges followed, pushing the issue into the courts. The
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krIba ek dSak sao Baart ka p`saarNa xao~ ek baMTo hue rogaulaoTrI
saMrcanaa ko tht kama kr rha hO̧  jaao A@sar javaabadohI kao QauMQalaa kr
dota hO AaOr fOsalao laonao maoM dorI krta hO.TolaIka^ma rogaulaoTrI Aqaa^irTI
Aa^f [MiDyaa ³T/a[-́  Kud kao xao~ ka Aaiqa-k AaOr ]pBaao@ta foMisaMga
rogaulaoTr ko taOr pr rKta hO̧  jaao kMsalToSana AaOr sauQaa raoM ko p̀stava kao

Aagao baZ,ata hO.halaaMik saUcanaa
AaOr p̀saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´
ko pasa laa[sa o M isa M g a¸ naIit
AiQasaUcanaa AaOr AaiKrI inayama
banaanao jaOsao Ahma AiQakar hOM.[sa
AaovarlaOp nao ek eosaa isasTma banaa
idyaa hO jahaM [rada tao jaaihr
kr idyaa jaata hO̧  laoikna Amala
A@sar $k jaata hO.
T/a[- nao ipClao kuC saalaao M mao M
iva&apna saImaa¸ TOirf saMrcanaa¸
laa[saoMisaMga irfâma-̧  AâiDyaMsa maojarmaoMT
AaOr PlaoTfa^ma- knvaja-Msa kao kvar
krnao vaalao kMsalToSana popsa- ka

ek baD,a gaùp tOyaar ikyaa hO.yao AByaasa AamataOr pr bahut laMbaI haotI hOM̧
ijasamaoM mahInaaoM tk sTokhaolDsa- ka fIDbaOk AaOr iDTolsa irkmaoMDoSana
Saaimala haoto hOM.ifr BaI ek baar jaba p`aosaosa rogaulaoTsa- ko Dosk sao Aagao
baZ, jaata hO tao A@sar rFtar QaImaI hao jaatI hO.fa[laoM irvyaU maoM pD,I
rhtI hOM̧  p`paojana rajanaIit saa[na Aa^f ka [Mtjaar krto hOM AaOr ]Vaoga
kao eosao AMtirma vyavasqaa ko tht kama krnao ko ilae CaoD, idyaa jaata hO
jaao Aaja ko knvajD- maIiDyaa vaatavarNa ko ilae kBaI iDjaa[na nahIM ikyao
gayao qao.

12 imanaT kI iva&apna saImaa kao ifr laagaU krnaa [sa Tkrava kao
saaf taOr pr idKata hO.halaaMik yah rogaulaoSana 2012 sao hO̧  laoikna [sao
saalaaoM tk Z,Ilao–Zalao trIko sao laagaU ikyaa gayaa.2025 ko AaiKr maoM T/a[-
ko saOkD,aoM karNa bataAao naaoiTsa jaarI krnao ko fOsalao nao [sa inayama kao
ratao raat faoksa maoM laa idyaa¸ ijasasao p`saark proSaana hao gayao̧  jaao phlao
sao hI GaTto laIinayar TIvaI ko rajasva ko dbaava maoM qao.[sako baad kanaUnaI
caunaaOityaaM AayaIM̧  ijasasao yah maamalaa Adalat maoM calaa gayaa.yah GaTnaa
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episode highlights how dormant rules, when revived without
broader policy alignment, can destabilise commercial
planning across the sector.

A similar sense of incompletion surrounds the
proposed National Broadcasting Policy. Conceived as a long-
term framework to address convergence between
broadcasting, telecom and digital media, the policy process
began with high expectations in 2024. TRAI’s consultation
mapped out issues of competition, licensing and consumer
protection in detail. More than a year later, however, the
absence of a notified policy has left fundamental questions
unanswered, particularly around jurisdiction and regulatory
parity between linear and digital platforms.

Licensing reform under the Telecommunications Act,
2023 reflects the same pattern. TRAI’s recommendations
for a unified authorisation framework were widely welcomed
as overdue modernisation. Yet
without the necessary rules from
MIB, broadcasters, DTH operators
and cable networks continue under
legacy licences. The delay has been
especially costly for the DTH sector,
where long-pending proposals on
licence fee reduction remain
unaddressed even as subscriber
numbers decline and financial
stress mounts.

Tariff regulation has also moved in cycles rather than
towards stability. Since 2019, multiple iterations of the New
Tariff Order have reshaped pricing norms, often faster than
businesses can adapt. While TRAI has signalled the need
for a more comprehensive reset under a future NTO 4.0, the
lack of a clear timeline has only extended uncertainty for
broadcasters and distributors alike.

Other unresolved issues, from encryption of DD Free
Dish to reforms in TV audience measurement, underscore
the same structural challenge. Consultations conclude,
drafts circulate, but final frameworks remain pending.

Taken together, these examples point to a governance
model caught between consultation and closure. TRAI
continues to generate reform blueprints, while MIB exercises
caution in finalising them. In the absence of clearer timelines
and sharper role definition, courts increasingly step in as
arbiters.

As media convergence accelerates, the cost of
regulatory drift is rising. Without faster alignment between
regulator and ministry, India’s broadcast industry risks
remain

idKatI hO ik kOsao ibanaa iksaI baD,o pa^laasaI Alaa[namaoMT ko̧  saust inayamaaoM
kao ifr sao Sau$ krnao pr¸ pUro xao~ maoM kmaiSa-yala PlaainaMga Aisqar hao
saktI hO.

p`staivat naoSanala ba`a^DkaisTMga pa^ilasaI ko saaqa BaI kuC eosaa
AQaUrapna mahsaUsa hao rha hO.p`saarNa¸ TolaIka^ma AaOr iDijaTla maIiDyaa ko
baIca talamaola ibazanao ko ilae ek laMbao samaya ko Íomavak- ko taOr pr saaocaI
gayaI [sa naIit kI p̀iËyaa 2024 maoM baD,I ]mmaIdaoM ko saaqa Sau$ hu[- qaI.T/a[-
ko kMsalToSana maoM p`itspQaa-̧  laa[saoMisaMga AaOr ]pBaao@ta saurxaa ko mau_aoM kao
ivastar sao batayaa gayaa qaa.halaaMik¸ ek saala sao jyaada samaya ko baad BaI
AiQasaUicat naIit kI kmaI ko karNa bauinayaadI savaala ibanaa javaaba ko rh
gayao hOM̧  Kasakr laIinayar AaOr iDijaTla PlaoTfa^ma- ko baIca AiQakar xao~
AaOr rogaulaoTrI barabarI kao laokr.

TolaIkmyauinakoSansa e@T 2003 ko tht laa[saoMisaMga sauQaar BaI
[saI pOTna- kao idKata hO.ek ekIkRt Aa^qara[jaoSana Íomavak- ko ilae
T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM ka bahut svaagat ikyaa gayaa¸ @yaaoMik yah AaQauinakIkrNa

samaya sao phlao huAa qaa.ifr BaI emaAa[-baI
ko ja$rI inayamaaoM ko ibanaa p`saark¸ DITIeca
Aa^proTr AaOr kobala naoTvak- puranao laa[saoMsa
ko tht hI cala rho hOM.yah dorI DITIeca
xao~ ko ilae KasataOr pr mahMgaI pD,I hO̧  jahaM
laa[saoMsa Saulk maoM kmaI ko laMbao samaya sao laMibat
p`stavaaoM pr ABaI tk Qyaana nahIM idyaa gayaa
hO̧  jabaik ]pBaao@ta kI saM#yaa GaT rhI hO
AaOr iva<aIya tnaava baZ, rha hO.

TOirf rogaulaoSana BaI isqarta kI trf jaanao ko bajaaya sa[ikla maoM
Aagao baZ,a hO.2019 sao nyaU TOirf AadoSa ko k[- baar daohrayao jaanao sao
p`a[isaMga ko inayamaaoM maoM badlaava Aayaa hO̧  jaao A@sar ibajanaosa ko Apnaayao
jaanao sao BaI tojaI sao huAa hO.halaaMik T/a[- nao BaivaYya ko enaTIAao 4º0 ko
tht ek jyaada baD,o rIsaoT kI ja$rt ka saMkot idyaa hO̧  ek spYT
Ta[malaa[na kI kmaI nao p`saarkaoM AaOr ivatrkaoM daonaaoM ko ilae AinaiScatta
kao AaOr baZ,a idyaa hO.

DIDI ÍI iDSa ko einËPSana sao laokr TIvaI dSa-k maapna maoM sauQaar
tk¸ dUsaro AnasaulaJao mau_o BaI [saI saMrcanaa caunaaOtI kao idKato hOM.kMsalToSana
K%ma hao gayaa hO̧  p`a$p saku-laoT hao gayao hOM̧  laoikna AMitma Íomavak- ABaI
BaI poMiDMga hO.

kula imalaakr yao ]dahrNa eosao gavanao-Msamaa^Dla kI Aaor [Saara krto
hOM jaao kMsalToSana AaOr @laaojar ko baIca fMsaa huAa hO.T/a[- lagaatar
irfa^ma- blaUipM̀T banaa rha hO̧  jabaik emaAa[-baI ]nhoM fa[nala krnao sao
phlao saavaQaanaI bart rha hO.saaf Ta[malaa[na AaOr raola kI saaf pirBaaYaa
ko ABaava maoM kaoT- tojaI sao Aaiba-Tr ko taOr pr Aagao Aa rho hOM.

Aba jabaik maIiDyaa knvajao-Msa toja hao rha hO̧  rogaulaoTrI badlaava
kI laagat baZ, rhI hO.rogaulaoTr AaOr imainasT/I ko baIca tojaI sao talamaola ko
ibanaa¸ Baart kI p`saarNa [MDsT/I ko irsk banao hue hOM.




