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Baart AaOr k[- dUsaro baajaar maoM̧  kobala AaOr saOTolaa[T jaOsao parMpirk

TolaIivajana ivatrNa isasTma kao [MTrnaoT AaQaairt saovaaAaoM sao baZ,tI p̀itspQaa-
ka saamanaa krnaa pD, rha hO.[sa badlaava kao Aakar donao vaalao sabasao baD,o
ivakasa maoM Aaovar–d̂–Tâp ³AaoTITI´ PlaoTfâma-̧  @laa]D TIvaI To@naaolaâjaI
AaOr ÍI–eoD–sapaoT-oD sT/IimaMga TolaIivajana ³efeesaTI´ caOnala Saaimala
hO.halaaMik [na [naaovaoSana kao A@sar iDsariPTva taktaoM ko taOr pr doKa
jaata hO̧  laoikna yao kobala TolaIivajana ]Vaoga ko ilae iDijaTla yauga maoM Aagao
baZ,nao AaOr roilavaoMT banao rhnao ko baD,o maaOko dota hO.

yah Svaot p~ AaoTITI saovaaAaoM̧  @laa]D TIvaI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr
efeesaTI caOnalaaoM ko ]Barto [kaoisasTma kI jaaMca krta hO̧  AaOr yah
pta lagaata hO ik yao tknaIkI parMpirk kobala TIvaI ibajanaosa maa^Dla kao
kOsao pUra kr saktI hOM AaOr ]sao nayaa Aakar do saktI hOM.

AaoTITI Pla oTfa^ma - ka ]dyaAaoTITI Pla oTfa^ma - ka ]dyaAaoTITI Pla oTfa^ma - ka ]dyaAaoTITI Pla oTfa^ma - ka ]dyaAaoTITI Pla oTfa^ma - ka ]dya
AaoTITI saovaa ka AamataOr pr matlaba hO vaIiDyaao AaOr maIiDyaa

kMToMT jaao ibanaa iksaI parMpirk p`saarNa yaa kobala ivatrNa saMrcanaa ko
saIQao [MTrnaoT pr iDlaIvarI ikyaa jaata hO.yao PlaoTfa^ma- smaaT- TolaIivajana¸
smaaT-faona¸ TObalaoT AaOr sT/IimaMga ]pkrNa ko kI sahayata sao dSa-kaoM
kI maaMga pr kMToMT doto hOM.duinayaa Bar maoM¸ naoTiFlask¸ Amaojana p`a[ma
vaIiDyaao AaOr iDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTar jaOsao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- nao dSa-kaoM ko

OTT, CLOUD TV AND
FAST CHANNELS –

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THE CABLE TV

INDUSTRY
The global media and entertainment landscape has
undergone a profound transformation over the past

decade, driven by advances in broadband connectivity,
cloud computing, and digital content delivery

platforms.

In India and many other markets, traditional
television distribution systems such as cable and satellite
are facing increasing competition from internet-based
services. Among the most significant developments
shaping this shift are Over-The-Top (OTT) platforms, Cloud
TV technologies, and Free Ad-Supported Streaming
Television (FAST) channels. While these innovations are
often seen as disruptive forces, they also present significant
opportunities for the cable television industry to evolve
and remain relevant in the digital era.

This white paper examines the emerging ecosystem
of OTT services, Cloud TV platforms, and FAST channels,
and explores how these technologies can complement and
reshape the traditional cable TV business model.

THE RISE OF OTT PLATFORMS
OTT services refer to video and media content

delivered directly over the internet without the need for
traditional broadcast or cable distribution infrastructure.
These platforms provide on-demand content accessible
through smart TVs, smartphones, tablets, and streaming
devices. Globally, OTT platforms such as Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video, and Disney+ Hotstar have significantly
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changed how audiences
consume entertainment.

In India, the growth of
OTT platforms has been
accelerated by increasing
broadband penetration,
affordable smartphones, and
competitive data tariffs.
Viewers are increasingly drawn
to the flexibility of on-demand
viewing, personalized content
recommendations, and the
availability of diverse
regional and international
programming.

For the cable TV industry, the rise of OTT services
has resulted in shifting consumer expectations. Traditional
linear television viewing is gradually being complemented
or replaced by on-demand consumption patterns. However,
this transformation also opens new opportunities for cable
operators to integrate OTT services within their existing
platforms, offering hybrid entertainment packages to
subscribers.

EMERGENCE OF CLOUD TV PLATFORMS
Cloud TV represents the next stage in television

service evolution. Instead of relying entirely on traditional
set-top box hardware and local infrastructure, Cloud TV
platforms deliver television services through cloud-based
processing and storage systems. Content management,
streaming, recording, and service personalization are
handled in centralized data centers, reducing the complexity
and cost of local infrastructure.

Cloud TV enables several advanced capabilities
including network-based digital video recording (nDVR),
interactive services, personalized advertising, and seamless
multi-device viewing. These services can be delivered
through smart TVs, mobile applications, or lightweight set-
top boxes that rely on cloud processing.

For cable operators, Cloud TV provides a pathway
to modernize legacy networks and reduce operational costs.
By shifting much of the service infrastructure to cloud
environments, cable companies can scale services more
efficiently and introduce new features without extensive
hardware upgrades. Cloud-based platforms also make it
easier to integrate OTT applications and create unified user
interfaces that combine live television and on-demand
content.

manaaorMjana doKnao ko trIko kao kafI
badla idyaa hO.

Baart maoM ba`a^DbaOMD kI phuMca
baZ,nao̧  sasto smaT-faona AaOr p`itspQaI-
DoTa TOirf kI vajah sao AaoTITI
PlaoTfa^ma- ka ivakasa tojaI sao huAa
hO.dSa-k maaMga ko AaQaar pr doKnao
kI laaocaiSalata¸ vyai@tgat kMToMT
AnausaMSaa AaOr Alaga–Alaga xao~Iya
AaOr AMtrraYT/Iya kaya-Ëmaao M kI
]plabQata kI trf tojaI sao AakiYa-t
hao rho hOM.

kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae AaoTITI saovaa ko baZ,nao sao ]pBaao@ta
kI ]mmaIdoM badla gayaI hOM.parMpirk laIinayar TolaIivajana doKnao kI jagah
QaIro–QaIro Aa^na iDmaaMD [stomaala ka trIka lao rha hO.halaaMik [sa
badlaava sao kobala Aa^proTraoM ko ilae Apnaa maaOjaUda PlaoTfa^ma- maoM AaoTITI
saovaaAaoM kao jaaoD,nao AaOr sabsaËa[bar kao ha[iba`D [MTrTonamaoMT pOkoja donao
ko ilae nayao maaOko Kula rho hOM.

efeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasa

ÍI eoD–sapao-ToD TolaIivajana ³efeesaTI´ caOnalsa iDijaTla
vaIiDyaao [kaoisasTma ka ek AaOr ]Barta huAa KMD hO.efeesaTI
caOnalsa laIinayar sT/IimaMga caOnalsa doto hOM¸ jaao doKnao vaalaao M ko ilae ÍI
maoM ]plabQa hO AaOr pUrI trh sao iva&apna rajasva sao samaiqa-t hOM.yao
caOnala parMpirk TolaIivajana caOnala doKnao ko AnauBava kI nakla krto
hOM laoikna [MTrnaoT sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- kI sahayata sao iDlaIvarI ikyao
jaato hOM.

@laa]D TIvaI k[- AaQauinak xamata dota hO ijasamao M naoTvak-
AaQaairt iDijaTla vaIiDyaao irka^iD-Mga ³enaDIvaIAar´¸ [MTrOi@Tva
saovaa¸ vyai@tgat iva&apna AaOr ibanaa $kavaT malTI ]pkrNa vyaU[Mga
Saaimala hO.yao saovaa smaaT- TIvaI¸ maaobaa[la Aavaodna yaa hlko saoT–Ta^p
baa^@sa ko jaire dI jaa saktI hO jaao @laa]D p̀aosaoisaMga pr inaBa-r krta hO.

kobala AâproTraoM ko ilae @laa]D TIvaI puranao naoTvak- kao AaQauinak
banaanao AaOr saMcaalana laagat kao kma krnao ka ek rasta dota hO.AiQaktr
saovaa [MÍasT/@car kao @laa]D vaatavarNa maoM iSaFT krko̧  kobala kMpinayaaM
jyaada AcCo sao saovaa baZ,a saktI hOM AaOr ibanaa jyaada haD-vaoyar ApgaòD ko
nayao fIcasa- laa saktI hO.@laa]D AaQaairt PlaoTfa^ma- AaoTITI Aavaodna
kao ekIkRt krnaa AaOr laa[va TolaIivajana AaOr Aa^na iDmaaMD kMToMT kao
imalaanao vaalao yaUinafa[D yaUjar [MTrfosa banaanaa BaI Aasaana banaato hOM.
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GROWTH OF FAST CHANNELS
Free Ad-Supported Streaming Television (FAST)

channels represent another emerging segment of the digital
video ecosystem. FAST channels provide linear streaming
channels that are available free to viewers and supported
entirely through advertising revenue. These channels mimic
the traditional television viewing experience but are
delivered through internet streaming platforms.

FAST services have
gained significant
popularity globally through
platforms such as Pluto TV,
Samsung TV Plus, and Roku
Channel. They offer curated
thematic channels featuring
movies, news, sports
highlights, documentaries,
and niche programming.

FAST channels are
particularly attractive for
content owners because
they allow monetization of
existing content libraries
through advertising-supported streaming. For viewers, they
provide free access to curated programming without
subscription fees.

In emerging markets such as India, FAST channels
could become an important part of the digital television
ecosystem. They may offer regional content, archival
programming, and specialized channels targeted at specific
audience segments.

RELEVANCE FOR THE CABLE TV INDUSTRY
The convergence of OTT, Cloud TV, and FAST

channels is reshaping the traditional television distribution
ecosystem. While these innovations introduce new
competition, they also create opportunities for the cable TV
industry to reinvent itself.

One of the most significant opportunities lies in
platform integration. Cable operators can aggregate OTT
services, FAST channels, and traditional broadcast channels
into a single user interface delivered through advanced set-
top boxes or smart TV applications. This aggregation model
allows cable companies to remain central to the consumer’s
entertainment experience.

Cable operators also possess strong advantages in
local infrastructure, customer relationships, and service
distribution. By leveraging hybrid fiber-coaxial (HFC)
networks and expanding broadband offerings, cable

efeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka ivakasa

ÍI eoD–sapaoTo-D sT/IimaMga TolaIivajana ³efeesaTI´ caOnalsa iDijaTla
vaIiDyaao [kaoisasTma ka ek AaOr ]Barta saogamaoMT hO.efeesaTI caOnalsa
laIinayar sT/IimaMga caOnalsa doto hOM jaao doKnao vaalaaoM ko ilae mauFt ]plabQa hOM̧
AaOr pUrI trh sao iva&apna rajasva sao samaiqa-t hO.yao caOnalsa parMpirk
TolaIivajana caOnala doKnao ko AnauBava kI nakla krto hOM laoikna [MTrnaoT sT/IimaMga

PlaoTfa^ma- ko jaire iDlaIvar ikyao
jaato hOM.

efeesaTI saovaaAaoM nao PlaUTao
TIvaI¸ saOmasaMga TIvaI Plasa AaOr raokU
caOnala jaOsao PlaoTfa^ma- ko jaire
duinayaaBar maoM kafI laaokip̀yata haisala
kI hO.yao maUvaIja,̧  samaacaar¸ spaoT-sa\
ha[-laa[T\sa¸ Dao@yaUmaoMT/Ija AaOr Kasa
p`aoga`aimaMga vaalao @yaUroToD qaImaOiTk
caOnala Aa^fr krto hOM.

efeesaTI caOnala ivaSaoYa
$p sao kMToMT maailakaoM ko ilae

KasataOr pr AakYa-k hOM¸ @yaao Mik vao iva&apna samaiqa-t sT/IimaMga kI
sahayata sao maaOjaUda kMToMT laa[ba`orI sao pOsaa kmaanao kI sauivaQaa doto
hOM.dSa-kaoM ko ilae¸ vao ibanaa sabsaiËPSana Saulk ko @yaUroToD kaya-Ëma
tk mauFt e@saosa doto hOM.

Baart jaOsao ]Barto baajaar maoM efeesaTI caOnala iDijaTla TolaIivajana
[kaoisasTma ka ek ja$rI ihssaa bana sakto hOM.vao xao~Iya kMToMT¸ Aaka-[vala
kMToMT AaOr Kasa Aa^iDyaMsa KMD krko Kasa caOnala do sakto hOM.
kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae ja$rI haonaakobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae ja$rI haonaakobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae ja$rI haonaakobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae ja$rI haonaakobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae ja$rI haonaa

AaoTITI¸ @laa]D TIvaI AaOr efeesaTI caOnalaaoM ka imalanaa
parMpirk TolaIivajana ivatrNa [kaoisasTma kao nayaa Aakar do rho hOM.jahaM
yao [naaovaoSana nayaI p`itspQaa- laato hOM̧  vahIM yao kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga ko ilae
Kud kao ifr sao banaanao ka maaOko BaI banaato hOM.

sabasao baD,o maaOkaoM maoM sao ek PlaoTfa^ma- ekIkrNa hO.kobala Aa^proTr
AaoTITI saovaa¸ efeesaTI caOnala AaOr parMpirk ba`a^DkasT caOnala kao ek
hI yaUjar [MTrfosa maoM jaaoD, sakto hOM̧  ijasao AaQauinak saoT Ta^p baa^@sa yaa
smaaT- TIvaI AavaodnaaoM ko jaire iDlaIvar ikyaa jaata hO.yah ekIkrNa
maa^Dla kobala kMpinayaaoM kao ]pBaao@ta ko manaaorMjana AnauBava ka koMd` banao
rhnao dota hO.

kobala Aa^proTraoM kao sqaanaIya saMrcanaa¸ ga`ahk saMbaMQa AaOr saovaa
ivatrNa maoM BaI fayado haoto hOM.ha[iba`D fa[bar kao–ei@sayala ³ecaefsaI´
naoTvak- ka [stomaala krko AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD Aa^firMga kao baZ,akr¸ kobala
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providers can position themselves as integrated
connectivity and entertainment providers rather than simply
television distributors.

Additionally, Cloud TV technologies allow cable
operators to introduce advanced services such as catch-
up TV, cloud DVR, targeted advertising, and personalized
content recommendations. These features enhance user
experience and help cable platforms compete more
effectively with pure OTT services.

FAST channels can also
complement traditional cable
programming by expanding content
offerings without significantly
increasing subscription costs. Cable
operators could potentially
incorporate FAST-style channels
into their digital platforms, offering
advertising-supported content
alongside subscription channels.

REGULATORY AND MARKET
CONSIDERATIONS

As the digital media ecosystem evolves, regulatory
frameworks will also play a crucial role in shaping the
relationship between OTT platforms and traditional
broadcasting distribution networks. In India, the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India continues to monitor
developments in the broadcasting and digital media sectors
to ensure fair competition, consumer protection, and
balanced industry growth.

Issues such as content regulation, advertising
standards, revenue sharing, and interoperability between
platforms may require updated regulatory approaches as
hybrid television ecosystems become more common.

CONCLUSION
OTT platforms, Cloud TV technologies, and FAST

channels are transforming the global television and media
industry. While these innovations challenge traditional
cable television models, they also present significant
opportunities for modernization and growth.

By embracing hybrid service models, integrating
streaming platforms, and leveraging cloud-based
technologies, cable operators can evolve into
comprehensive digital entertainment providers. The future
of the cable industry will likely depend on its ability to
adapt to changing consumer preferences while harnessing
new technologies to deliver flexible, personalized, and multi-
platform viewing experiences.

p`dayak Kud kao isaf- TolaIivajana ivatrk ko bajaaya ekIkRt knaoi@TivaTI
AaOr manaaorMjana p`dayak ko taOr pr banaa sakto hOM.

[sako Alaavaa @laa]D TIvaI tknaIkI kobala Aa^proTraoM kao
kOca–Ap TIvaI¸ @laa]D DIvaIAar¸ laixat iva&apna AaOr psa-nalaa[jD
kMToMT AnausaMSa jaOsaI AaQauinak saovaa Sau$ krnao kI sauivaQaa dotI hOM.yao
ivaSaoYata ]pBaao@ta AnauBava kao baohtr banaato hOM AaOr kobala PlaoTfâma- kao

Pyaaor AaoTITI saovaa ko saaqa jyaada AcCo sao
maukabalaa krnao maoM madd krto hOM.

efeesaTI caOnala¸ sabsaiËPSana kI laagat
maoM jyaada baZ,aotrI ikyao ibanaa¸ kMToMT AfirMga
kao baZ,akr parMpirk kobala kaya-Ëma kao BaI
pUra kr sakto hOM.kobala Aa^proTr Saayad Apnao
iDijaTla PlaoTfa^ma- maoM efeesaTI sTa[la caOnala
Saaimala kr sakto hOM AaOr sabsaiËPSana caOnalaaoM

ko saaqa–saaqa iva&apna samaiqa-t kMToMT BaI do sakto hOM.

inayaamak AaOr baajaar kI saa ocainayaamak AaOr baajaar kI saa ocainayaamak AaOr baajaar kI saa ocainayaamak AaOr baajaar kI saa ocainayaamak AaOr baajaar kI saa oca

jaOsao–jaOsao iDijaTla maIiDyaa [kaoisasTma badla rha hO̧  inayaamak
Íomavak- BaI AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr parMpirk p`saarNa ivatrNa naoTvak- ko
baIca irSto kao banaanao maoM Ahma BaUimaka inaBaayaoMgao.Baart maoM̧  TolaIka^ma
rogaulaoTrI Aqaa^irTI Aa^f [MiDyaa p`saarNa AaOr iDijaTla maIiDyaa xao~ maoM hao
rho ivakasa pr najar rKtI hO̧  taik sahI spQaa-̧  ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa AaOr
]Vaoga kI saMtuilat ivakasa p@kI hao sako.

 kMToMT rogaulaoSana¸ iva&apna maanak¸ rajasva ihssaodarI AaOr PlaoTfa^ma-
ko baIca [MTrAa^proibailaTI jaOsao mau_aoM ko ilae ApDoToD inayaamak trIkaoM
kI ja$rt hao saktI hO̧  @yaaoMik ha[iba`D TolaIivajana [kaoisasTma jyaada
Aama hao rho hOM.
inaYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -

AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-¸ @laa]D TIvaI tknaIkI AaOr efeesaTI
caOnala glaaobala TolaIivajana AaOr maIiDyaa ]Vaoga kao badla rho hOM.yao [naaovaoSana
parMpirk kobala TolaIivajana maa^Dla kao caunaaOtI doto hOM¸ laoikna yao
AaQauinakIkrNa AaOr ivakasa ko ilae baD,o maaOko BaI doto hOM.

ha[-iba`D saovaa maa^Dla kao Apnaakr¸ sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- kao jaaoD,kr
AaOr @laa]D AaQaairt tknaIkI ka [stomaala krko̧  kobala Aa^proTr baD,o
iDijaTla eMTrTonamaoMT p`dayak bana sakto hOM.kobala ]Vaoga ka BaivaYya
Saayad [sa baat pr inaBa-r krogaa ik vah badlatI ]pBaao@ta psaMd ko
ihsaaba sao Kud kao Zala patI hO yaa nahIM̧  saaqa hI laaocaiSala¸ vyai@tgat
AaOr malTI PlaoTfa^ma- vyaU[-Mga AnauBava donao ko ilae nayaI tknaIkI ka
[stomaala krtI hO.




