MARKET REPORT

JIOSTAR RIO SIGNALS
PRICING PRESSURE

FOR CABLE TV

JioStar’s 2026 Reference Interconnect Offer (RIO) is
emerging as a key pricing benchmark for India’s
television distribution market. Cable TV operators and
distribution platforms are closely analysing the revised
tariffs to assess the potential impact on industry
margins and subscriber pricing.

The new RIO released by JioStar introduces changes
in both a-la-carte and bouquet pricing, prompting
distribution platform operators to evaluate the cumulative
cost implications before revising their retail channel packs.
With updated RIOs from Sony Pictures Networks India and
Zee Entertainment Enterprises expected shortly, industry
stakeholders believe the next few weeks could determine
whether the pay-TV sector enters a broader tariff adjustment
cycle in 2026.

JioStar’s revised offering includes 83 bouquets, 81 SD
channels, 43 HD channels and six free-to-air channels. In the
standard-definition segment, flagship Hindi channels such as
Star Plus, Colors, Star Pravah, Star Gold and Star Movies
continue to be priced at the Rs 19 a-la-carte benchmark, which
remains a key mass-
market price point for
broadcasters.

However, the
upper band of SD
pricing now reaches Rs
30 for regional channels =4
such as Asianet, Colors
Kannada, Vijay and Maa
TV. Industry observers
note that this indicates
stronger monetisation [
of regional markets,
particularly in southern
states where cable TV
continues to command
a large subscriber base.
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Jalsha HD and Star Suvarna HD are priced at Rs 25, while
several others including Colors HD, Star Bharat HD, Colors
Bangla HD and Colors Marathi HD remain at Rs 19. Premium
regional HD feeds, including Colors Kannada HD, Asianet
HD, Vijay HD and Maa HD, are now positioned at Rs 30,
reflecting an upward revision from earlier pricing.

Bouquet rates have also been revised modestly.
Packs such as Star Value Pack (SVP) Hindi and SVP Hindi
Basic have increased from Rs 110 to Rs 120, while SPP
Marathi Lite Hindi has moved from Rs 240 to Rs 250.

For the cable TV industry, the implications extend
beyond individual channel prices. Higher broadcaster tariffs
increase the overall cost stack for multi-system operators
and local cable operators, many of whom operate on tight
margins. Any upward revision at the wholesale level could
eventually require adjustments in retail channel packs or
subscriber pricing.

JioStar’s strong sports portfolio, including major
cricket rights, continues to strengthen its negotiating
leverage with distribution platforms.

With Sony and Zee yet to announce their revised
RIOs, the market is watching closely. If similar pricing
strategies emerge across networks, analysts believe the
combined effect could trigger a wider tariff reset across
India’s cable and pay-TV ecosystem in 2026, forcing
operators to carefully balance rising content costs with
subscriber affordability. ®
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