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Baart sarkar nao p`saarNa ivatrNa xao~ kao AaQauinak banaanao

ko ilae kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³rogaulaoSana´ e@T mao M badlaava
krko kobala TolaIivajana ka iDijaTa[jaoSana Sau$ ikyaa.iDijaTa[jaoSana
sao phlao¸ kobala TIvaI saovaa jyaadatr enaalaa^ga isasTa pr calatI qaI¸
ijasasao caOnala xamata saIimat qaI AaOr ]pBaao@ta irpaoiT-Mga mao M pardiSa-
ta mao M kmaI qaI.[sasao A@sar p`saark AaOr kobala Aa^proTr ko baIca
AsalaI sabsaËa[bar saM#yaa AaOr rajasva ihssaodarI kao laokr JagaD,o
haoto qao.

[na id@ktaoM kao dUr krnao ko ilae¸ sarkar nao iDijaTla eD/osaobala
isasTma ³DIeesa´ kao laagaU krnao ka AadoSa idyaa¸ ijasako tht kobala
isaganala iDijaTla fa^ma-oT maoM Baojao jaato hOM̧  AaOr hr sabsaËa[bar ek saoT
Ta^p baa^@sa ³esaTIbaI´ sao jauD,a haota hO.yah isasTma Aa^proTraoM kao

DIGITAL
ADDRESSABLE CABLE

TV SYSTEMS IN INDIA:
STATUS AND
EVOLUTION

India’s transition from analogue cable television to
Digital Addressable Systems (DAS) has significantly

improved transparency, service quality, and consumer
choice in the broadcasting distribution sector. As of

March 2026, the system is fully implemented
nationwide, though the cable TV industry is adapting to
technological changes and growing competition from

digital streaming platforms.

The Government of India initiated the digitization of
cable television through amendments to the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act to modernize the
broadcasting distribution sector. Prior to digitization, cable
TV services largely operated on analogue systems that
limited channel capacity and lacked transparency in
subscriber reporting. This often led to disputes between
broadcasters and cable operators over actual subscriber
numbers and revenue sharing.

To address these issues, the government mandated
the implementation of Digital Addressable Systems (DAS),
under which cable signals are transmitted in digital format
and each subscriber is connected through a set-top box



22 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MARCH 2026

CATV SPOTLIGHT

(STB). This system enables operators to track subscriptions
accurately and ensures that viewers receive only those
channels they choose to subscribe to.

PHASED IMPLEMENTATION OF DAS
The digitization of cable television in India was

implemented in four phases between 2012 and 2017. The
first phase covered major
metropolitan cities, followed by
other urban areas and
eventually the entire country,
including smaller towns and
rural regions.

By the end of the fourth
phase, digital transmission had
effectively replaced analogue
cable TV across India. This
transition significantly
increased channel carrying
capacity, improved picture and
sound quality, and enabled the
introduction of high-definition (HD) channels and value-
added services.

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK AND CONSUMER
CHOICE

The regulatory framework for the digital cable
ecosystem is overseen by the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India. Over the years, the regulator has introduced tariff
orders to promote transparency in channel pricing and
improve consumer choice.

Under these regulations, subscribers can choose
individual channels or curated channel bouquets instead
of paying for large bundled packages. This “pay-for-what-
you-watch” approach has made television subscription
models more flexible and consumer-friendly. The regulatory
measures have also helped improve accountability among
broadcasters, distributors, and cable operators.

TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADES IN CABLE
NETWORKS

Following digitization, many cable operators have
begun upgrading their infrastructure to hybrid fiber-coaxial
(HFC) networks. These upgrades allow cable companies to
deliver not only television services but also broadband
internet through the same network.

This convergence of services is becoming
increasingly important as consumers demand integrated
digital connectivity for entertainment, communication, and
information access. Cable operators are therefore exploring

sabsaiËPSana kao sahI trIko sao T/Ok krnao maoM madd krta hO AaOr p@ka
krta hO ik dSa-kaoM kao isaf- vahI caOnala imalaMo ijanhoM vao sabsaËa[ba krnaa
caahto hOM.
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Baart maoM kobala TIvaI ka iDijaTa[jaoSana 2012 AaOr 2027
ko baIca caar carNaa o M ma o M laaga U ikyaa gayaa qaa.phlao carNa ma o M

maoT/aopa^ilaTna Sahr¸ ]sako baad dUsaro
SahrI [laako AaOr AaiKr maoM pUro
doSa mao M¸ ijasamao M CaoTo Sahr AaOr
ga`amaINa [laako kao kvar ikyaa gayaa¸
Saaimala qao.

caaOqao carNa ko AaiKr tk¸
iDijaTla T/aMsaimaSana nao pUro Baart maoM
enaalaâga kobala TIvaI kI jagah lao laI
qaI.[sa badlaava sao caOnala kOrI[Mga xamata
kafI baZ, gayaI¸ ip@car AaOr saa]MD
@vaailaTI kafI baohtr hu[- AaOr ha[-

DoifinaSana ³ecaDI´ caOnala va vaOlyaU eDoD saovaa Sau$ krnao maoM madd imalaI.
inayaamak Íomavak- AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMdinayaamak Íomavak- AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMdinayaamak Íomavak- AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMdinayaamak Íomavak- AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMdinayaamak Íomavak- AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd

iDijaTla kobala [kaoisasTma ko ilae inayaamak Íomavak- kI
doKroK TolaIka^ma rogaulaoTrI Aqaa^irTI Aa^f [MiDyaa krtI hO.ipClao
kuC saalaao M mao M¸ rogaulaoTr nao caOnala maUlya mao M pardiSa-ta baZ,anao AaOr
]pBaao@ta kI psaMd kao baohtr banaanao ko ilae TOirf AadoSa poSa
ikyao hOM.

[na inayamaaoM ko tht¸ sabsaËa[bar baD,o baMDla pOkoja ko ilae pOsaa
donao ko bajaaya Alaga–Alaga caOnala yaa caunao hue caOnala bauko cauna sakto
hOM.[sa ‘ijatnaa doKao̧  ]tnaa dao’ vaalao trIko nao TolaIivajana sabsaiËPSana
maa^Dla kao jyaada laaocaiSala AaOr ]pBaao@ta ÍoMDlaI banaa idyaa hO.rogaulaoTrI
]payaaoM sao p`saark¸ ivatrk AaOr kobala Aa^proTr ko baIca javaabadohI
baohtr banaanao maoM BaI madd imalaI.
kobala na oTvak- ma o M To@naa olaa ^ijakla Apga` oDkobala na oTvak- ma o M To@naa olaa ^ijakla Apga` oDkobala na oTvak- ma o M To@naa olaa ^ijakla Apga` oDkobala na oTvak- ma o M To@naa olaa ^ijakla Apga` oDkobala na oTvak- ma o M To@naa olaa ^ijakla Apga` oD

iDijaTa[jaoSana ko baad¸ doSa ko k[- kobala Aa^proTr Apnao
saMrcanaa kao ha[iba`D fa[bar–kaoei@sayala ³ecaefsaI´ naoTvak- maoM ApgaòD
krnaa Sau$ kr cauko hOM.[sa pirNaama yah huAa hO ik [na ApgaòD sao kobala
kMpinayaaM na isaf- ek kobala kI sahayata sao TolaIivajana saovaa bailk ]saI
naoTvak- kI sahayata sao ba`a^DbaOMD [MTrnaoT saovaa BaI AasaanaI sao p`dana kr
saktI hOM.

saovaaAaoM ka yah maola tojaI sao ja$rI haota jaa rha hO̧  @yaaoMik
]pBaao@ta manaaorMjana¸ saMcaar AaOr saUcanaa e@saosa ko ilae ekIkRt iDijaTla
knaoi@TivaTI kI maaMga kr rho hOM.[sailae kobala Aa^proTr p`itspQaa- maoM
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opportunities to offer bundled television and internet
services in order to remain competitive.

COMPETITION FROM OTT AND DIGITAL
PLATFORMS

Despite the successful implementation of DAS, the
cable TV industry faces increasing competition from Over-
The-Top (OTT) streaming platforms. Services such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, and Disney+ Hotstar have
gained significant popularity among Indian audiences.

These platforms provide on-demand content,
personalized viewing options, and multi-device
accessibility. As broadband penetration grows and
smartphones become more affordable, many urban
consumers are shifting toward internet-based entertainment,
creating new challenges for traditional cable operators.

CURRENT ROLE OF CABLE TV IN INDIA
Even with the rise of digital streaming services, cable

television continues to play an important role in India’s
media landscape. Millions of
households, particularly in
semi-urban and rural areas, still
rely on cable networks for
affordable access to television
channels, including regional
and local content.

In addition, cable
networks remain a key platform
for news, educational
programming, and
government information
dissemination. The continued
presence of cable TV
highlights its importance as a
mass communication medium in a country with diverse
linguistic and geographic conditions.

CONCLUSION
The implementation of Digital Addressable Cable TV

Systems has fundamentally transformed India’s cable
television sector by improving transparency, enhancing
consumer choice, and enabling technological upgrades.
While the industry now faces competition from OTT
platforms and evolving viewing habits, cable television
continues to serve a large subscriber base across the
country. Future growth will depend on network
modernization, service diversification, and supportive
regulatory policies that encourage innovation while
protecting consumer interests.

banao rhnao ko ilae baMDla TolaIivajana AaOr [MTrnaoT saovaa donao ko maaOko tlaaSa
rho hOM.
AaoTITI AaOr iDijaTla Pla oTfa^ma - sa o ma ukabalaaAaoTITI AaOr iDijaTla Pla oTfa^ma - sa o ma ukabalaaAaoTITI AaOr iDijaTla Pla oTfa^ma - sa o ma ukabalaaAaoTITI AaOr iDijaTla Pla oTfa^ma - sa o ma ukabalaaAaoTITI AaOr iDijaTla Pla oTfa^ma - sa o ma ukabalaa

DIeesa ko safla p`stuitkrNa ko baavajaUd¸ kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga
kao Aaovar–d^–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ sT/IimaMga sao baZ,to maukabalao ka saamanaa krnaa
pD, rha hO.naoTiFlask¸ Amaojana p`a[ma vaIiDyaao AaOr iDjnaI Plasa ha^TsTar
jaOsaI saovaaAaoM nao BaartIya dSa-kaaoM ko baIca kafI AiQak laaokip`yaa p`aPt
kr laI hO.

yao PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^na iDmaaMD kMToMT¸ psa-nalaa[jD vyaU[Mga ivaklp AaOr
malTI iDvaa[sa e@saoisaibailaTI doto hOM.jaOsao jaOsao ba`a^DbaOMD kI phuMca baZ, rhI
hO AaOr smaaT-faona jyaada sasto hao rho hOM̧  k[- SahrI ]pBaao@ta [MTrnaoT
AaQaairt manaaorMjana kI trf jaa rho hOM̧  ijasasao parMpirk kobala Aa^proTraoM
ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaM pOda hao rhI hO.
Baart mao M kobala TIvaI kI maa Oja Uda BaUimakaBaart mao M kobala TIvaI kI maa Oja Uda BaUimakaBaart mao M kobala TIvaI kI maa Oja Uda BaUimakaBaart mao M kobala TIvaI kI maa Oja Uda BaUimakaBaart mao M kobala TIvaI kI maa Oja Uda BaUimaka

iDijaTla sT/IimaMga saovaa ko baZ,nao ko baavajaUd¸ kobala TolaIivajana
Baart ko maIiDyaa maahaOla maoM ek Ahma
BaUimaka inaBaa rho hOM.laaKaoM Gar¸
Kasakr CaoTo SahraoM AaOr gaaMva maoM̧
ABaI BaI xao~Iya AaOr sqaanaIya kMToMT
vaalao TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM tk sasta
e@saosa ko ilae kobala naoTvak- pr
inaBa-r hOM.

[sako Alaavaa sqaanaIya kobala
naoTvak- nyaUja¸ SaOixaNa kaya-Ëma AaOr
sarkarI jaanakarI ko Aama janata
tk fOlaanao ko ilae ek Ahma
PlaoTfâma- banao hue hOM.pUro doSa maoM kobala
TIvaI ka lagaatar ]pisqait¸ Alaga–

Alaga BaaYaa AaOr BaaOgaailak halaat vaalao doSa maoM maasa kmyauinakoSana
maIiDyana ko taOr pr [sakI Ahimayat kao idKata hO.
inaYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -

iDijaTla eD/osaobala kobala TIvaI isasTma ko laagaU haonao sao Baart ko
kobala TolaIivajana xao~ maoM pUrI trh badlaava Aa gaayaa hO.[sasao pardiSa-ta
baohtr hu[- hO̧  ]pBaao@ta kI psaMd baZ,I hO AaOr tknaIkI maoM sauQaar huAa
hO.halaaMik ]Vaoga kao Aba AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr doKnao kI badlatI
AadtaoM sao maukabalaa krnaa pD, rha hO̧  laoikna kobala TIivajana doSaBar maoM
ek baD,o ]pBaao@ta AaQaar kao saovaa do rhI hO.BaivaYya kI ivakasa naoTvak-
ko AaQauinakIkrNa¸ saovaa maoM Alaga–Alaga trh ko badlaava AaOr sapaoiT-va
inayaamak saovaa pr inaBa-r krogaI¸ jaao ]pBaao@ta ihtaoM kI rxaa krto hue
[naaovaoSana kao baZ,avaa dotI hO.




