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SPNI PLANS TAMIL CHANNEL
‘VIZHA'

Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI) is preparing
to expand into the South Indian television
market with the planned launch of a Tamil
channel, according to industry sources.

The broadcaster has reportedly filed
a trademark for the proposed channel, likely
to be branded “Vizha’, and is expected to roll |
it out later this year once regulatory
approvals are in place. A formal
announcement is anticipated in the next
financial year beginning April.

The move signals SPNI’s strategic
push into regional markets at a time when Hindi general
entertainment channels face increasing competition from
OTT platforms. Southern markets, particularly Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam, continue to show strong
viewer loyalty to linear television and local programming.

SHUBHANKAR MISHRA EXITS NDTV INDIA

Senior journalist and anchor Shubhankar Mishra
has stepped down from NDTV India, according to sources
familiar with the development.

Mishra had joined the network
as part of NDTV India’s strategy to
strengthen both its editorial presence
and digital engagement. Known for his
strong connect with digital audiences
and on-ground reporting style, he has
emerged as one of the prominent voices
bridging television journalism with
digital platforms in recent years.

Neither NDTV India nor Mishra has issued an
official statement regarding the move.

ZEE EXPANDS SYNDICATION BUSINESS
WITH MCN NETWORK

Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd. has expanded
its syndication business by securing a Multi-Channel
Network (MCN) licence and onboarding more than 350
channels into its syndication ecosystem.

The move allows the company to manage,
distribute and monetise its extensive content library across
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digital platforms while strengthening its
presence in the rapidly growing creator and
short-form video economy.

Zee has also partnered with micro-
drama platform Story TV to adapt select
titles from its library into vertical-format,
short-duration episodes designed for
mobile-first audiences.

NEWS INDIA CHAIRMAN SHAILENDRA
SHARMA STEPS DOWN

Hindi news channel News India has announced
that Chairman Shailendra Sharma has resigned
from his position after serving for around 14
months.

The development was confirmed through
an official press release from the organisation. In
his communication, Sharma cited concerns
related to the functioning of the organisation and
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certain operational decisions that he felt were .
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not aligned with established processes.

Despite stepping down as Chairman, Sharma will
continue to remain associated with the channel in the role
of Patron.

BARC BEGINS CROSS-PLATFORM AUDIENCE
MEASUREMENT PILOT

The Broadcast Audience Research Council
(BARC) has initiated a pilot project

aimed at measuring viewership
across linear television, connected
TV (CTV), and mobile streaming

platforms within a unified
framework.

According to media reports,
the pilot is being conducted with a
leading industry participant to test
an integrated cross-platform measurement model. The
initiative is intended to address the growing gap between
how audiences consume content and how viewership is
currently measured.

Currently, India has approximately 230 million
television households, but only about 58,000 people
meters, representing roughly 0.025% of TV homes used
to capture viewership data.l
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