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AGR DISPUTE LEAVES
CABLE INDUSTRY

AWAITING POLICY
CLARITY

India’s cable television sector remains in regulatory
limbo as the government has yet to respond to industry

representations over disputed licence fee demands
linked to ISP licences.

The cable industry, represented by All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF), has sought urgent intervention from the
Ministry of Communications regarding licence fee demands raised
under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT). The
federation wrote to the government on 1 July 2025 and again on 22
September 2025, requesting the withdrawal of what it describes as
erroneous licence fee claims on cable television revenues under ISP
licences. The industry says it has yet to receive any formal response.

According to AIDCF, DoT has raised retrospective
demands under the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) framework
by including revenues from cable television
services in the calculation of ISP licence fees.
The federation argues that such inclusion is
inconsistent with the established regulatory
separation between telecom and broadcasting
sectors.

Cable TV services in India are governed under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and regulated by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. AIDCF has pointed
to a clarification issued by the ministry in February 2021 stating
that cable TV revenues should not be clubbed with ISP revenues
for licence fee computation.

Industry representatives say that multi-system operators
(MSOs) holding ISP licences have historically paid licence fees
based only on internet service revenues, maintaining separate
accounting for their cable and broadband businesses. They argue
that retrospective inclusion of cable revenues contradicts earlier
policy positions and regulatory practices.

The federation also highlighted that telecom reforms
announced in 2022 introduced the concept of applicable gross revenue
and prospectively exempted non-telecom revenues from licence fee
calculations. However, legacy demands raised before these reforms,
along with associated penalties and interest, remain unresolved.

For the cable industry, which plays a key role in last-mile
broadband connectivity across urban and semi-urban India, the
continued uncertainty is raising concerns over financial
sustainability and investment planning. Industry stakeholders
say a clear policy decision is urgently needed to prevent further
strain on operators and ensure the continued expansion of digital
infrastructure under the government’s Digital India vision.
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kobala ]Vaoga¸ ijasaka p̀itinaiQa%va Aâla [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana

³eAa[-DIsaIef´ kr rha hO̧  nao saMcaar ivaBaaga ³DâT´ ko tht ]za[- gayaI
laa[saoMsa Saulk kI maaMgaaoM ko baaro maoM saMcaar maM~alaya kao turMt dKla donao kI maaMga kI
hO.foDroSana nao 1 jaulaa[- 2025 AaOr ifr 22 isatMbar 2025 kao sarkar kao
ilaKa¸ ijasamaoM Aa[-esapI laa[saoMsa ko tht kobala TolaIivajana rajasva pr galat
laa[saoMsa Saulk ko davao kao vaapsa laono ka AnauraoQa ikyaa gayaa.]Vaoga ka khnaa hO
ik ]sao ABaI tk kao[- AaOpcaairk javaaba nahIM imalaa hO.

eAa[-DIsaIef ko mautaibak Da^T nao Aa[-esapI laa[saoMsa Saulk kI
gaNanaa maoM kobala TolaIivajana saovaa sao haonao vaalao rajasva kao Saaimala krko eDjasToD
ga`a^sa rovaonyaU ³ejaIAar´ Íomavak- ko tht ipClaI tarIK sao maaMga ]za[-

hO.foDroSana ka tk- hO ik [sa trh Saaimala krnaa
TolaIka^ma AaOr ba`a^DkaisTMga xao~ ko baIca tya rogaulaoTrI
Alagaava ko iKlaaf hO.

Baart maoM kobala TIvaI saovaa kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ³rogaulaoSana´ e@T 1995 ko tht AatI hO
AaOr Aa[-eMDbaI maM~alaya [sao rogaulaoT krta hO.eAa[-

DIsaIef nao frvarI 2021 maoM maM~alaya Wara jaarI ek spYTIkrNa kI Aaor
[Saara ikyaa hO ijasamaoM kha gayaa hO ik laa[saoMsa Saulk gaNanaa kao kobala TIvaI
rajasva kao Aa[-esapI rajasva ko saaqa nahIM jaaoD,a jaanaa caihe.

]Vaoga ko p`itinaiQayaaoM ka khnaa hO ik Aa[-esapI laa[saoMsa rKnao
vaalao malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó  phlao sao isaf- [MTrnaoT saovaa rajasva ko
AaQaar pr laa[saoMsa Saulk doto rho hOM AaOr Apnao kobala AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD ibajanaosa ko
ilae Alaga–Alaga Aka]iTMga rKto hOM.]naka tk- hO ik kobala rajasva kao
ipClaI tarIK sao Saaimala krnaa phlao kI naIit kI isqait AaOr inayaamak
trIkaoM ko ]laT hO.

foDroSana nao yah BaI batayaa ik 2022 maoM GaaoiYat TolaIka^ma sauQaaraoM nao
samaga` rajasva ka masaaOda poSa ikyaa AaOr Aagao calakr gaOr dUrsaMcaar rajasva kao
laa[saoMsa Saulk gaNanaa sao CUT dI gayaI.halaaMik¸ [na sauQaaraoM sao phlao ]zayaI
gayaI puranaI maaMgao̧  saaqa hI ]nasao jauD,I ponaolTI AaOr byaaja ABaI BaI AnasaulaJao hOM.

kobala ]Vaoga¸ jaao SahrI AaOr CaoTo–CaoTo SahraoM maoM laasT maa[la ba`a^DbaOMD
knaoi@TivaTI maoM Ahma BaUimaka inaBaatI hO¸ ]nako ilae lagaatar AinaiScatta
iva<aIya inaBa-rta AaOr inavaoSa yaaojanaa kao laokr icaMta baZ,I hO.]Vaoga ko ihtQaarkaoM
ka khnaa hO ik Aa^proTraoM pr AaOr dbaava na pD,o AaOr sarkar ko iDijaTla
[MiDyaa ivajana ko tht iDijaTla saMrcanaa ka lagaatar ivastar p@ka krnao ko
ilae ek saaf naIit fOsalao kI turMt ja$rt hO.




