MARKET REPORT

AGR DISPUTE LEAVES
CABLE INDUSTRY
AWAITING POLICY
CLARITY

India’s cable television sector remains in regulatory
limbo as the government has yet to respond to industry
representations over disputed licence fee demands
linked to ISP licences.

The cable industry, represented by All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF), has sought urgent intervention from the
Ministry of Communications regarding licence fee demands raised
under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT). The
federation wrote to the government on 1 July 2025 and again on 22
September 2025, requesting the withdrawal of what it describes as
erroneous licence fee claims on cable television revenues under ISP
licences. The industry says it has yet to receive any formal response.

According to AIDCF, DoT has raised retrospective
demands under the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) framework
by including revenues from cable television
services in the calculation of ISP licence fees.
The federation argues that such inclusion is
inconsistent with the established regulatory
separation between telecom and broadcasting
sectors.

Cable TV services in India are governed under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and regulated by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. AIDCF has pointed
to a clarification issued by the ministry in February 2021 stating
that cable TV revenues should not be clubbed with ISP revenues
for licence fee computation.

Industry representatives say that multi-system operators
(MSOs) holding ISP licences have historically paid licence fees
based only on internet service revenues, maintaining separate
accounting for their cable and broadband businesses. They argue
that retrospective inclusion of cable revenues contradicts earlier
policy positions and regulatory practices.

The federation also highlighted that telecom reforms
announced in 2022 introduced the concept of applicable gross revenue
and prospectively exempted non-telecom revenues from licence fee
calculations. However, legacy demands raised before these reforms,
along with associated penalties and interest, remain unresolved.

For the cable industry, which plays a key role in last-mile
broadband connectivity across urban and semi-urban India, the
continued uncertainty is raising concerns over financial
sustainability and investment planning. Industry stakeholders
say a clear policy decision is urgently needed to prevent further
strain on operators and ensure the continued expansion of digital
infrastructure under the government’s Digital India vision.H

WieX e & &R aad
JEFT & il Weedl Bl Sa9i

RA & B 2t 87 ol ft At o 4 &
e waR 7 o4t a& Fead @z § st
Rrenfea wmgda g armt @ 3ET & e
& ST T8 fear &1

& AT, oret ufeitere 31 3fear f2foved daq wem
(THEEHE ) F7 7@ F, 7 F4AR e (3) & 9&d T T
I Sk b1 AT & a1 HAT FATA T ol S & bl AT 1
T I BRI 7 1 s 2025 AV 7 22 FdaT 2025 & THT &
foran, o SETA @129 & T8d dhad Selidet T 97 T
AEHA <k o &4 T ATTA - a1 ST T T | ST &1 el &
foF = 31T T 15 AU AT TET e & |

UHEEMAE & qAlas (e 7 AR A2dd b &l
T H Faed el el 3 & ded T dl M Bl T2
T T (TR WA & ded [URdl aird d A 3o
B I ®SIE & T ¢ [ 39 T8 M Bl
AT AT TR & & did 77 T
AT & Faars % |

I ¥ Fae ST Hal dhad Ao
Feas (TA9F) TFE 1995 & ded Al &
AT AET=AT AT 37 T BT & | TS
ZHIUE T Bl 2021 § ST ST AN Ud LI Hl 3T
9T ol & Foraet el T & b T3 ok IO @l A Sl
TG B HETAT T & A1 Fel AT A ared |

TEM & IRITEET & Fel & o ASTAd dEad 7
AT A e e (THUAa ) e 3 Fi Se1e a1 7 &
YT T ABHA Ik 21 78 € AN A0 dad AN arzds [&er &
7T ST~ SRS 73 & | I 0 © [ dad o1 &l
el g 3 A I 9ael @l A dl Rafd Ar Fames
TAIH & I © |

BT | I AT g o 2022 F =0T SHlw AW 7
I TS %1 AT U7 foan A A g T AT T &l
AT [k TUAT A B2 &1 T | B, 39 JUTT § 9B Serl
T QT AR, A & I S Ueel AR A 39 AT ST ¢ |

Fad ZEMT, S 9T&d] AR BIE-BIE 9T&l] § a7 75d a12ds
fercirer forefam S Rt At st o fear 3¢l 2 | 38 & fedema
&I FE & foh S W AR a9 7 92 AR TaR & 2iaeq
3t faoH & ded [3ieied J7aHT &1 @dE [Srar 9aeh &7 &
1T U AT il GAA &l Jid Sevd & ||

31 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MARCH 2026





