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JIOSTAR MOVES AGAINST ALLEGED
IPTV PIRACY NETWORK

JioStar has initiated criminal proceedings against
an alleged IPTV piracy network in
Chhattisgarh, accusing it of illegally
retransmitting the broadcaster's
television channels and JioHotstar
content through unauthorised internet-
based distribution systems. An FIR has
been registered against Rajeev
Panjiyara and Citynet Infra Pvt Ltd under provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the Copyright Act and the
Information Technology Act.

TDSAT GIVES IBDF FOUR WEEKS TO
RESPOND

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has granted the
Indian Broadcasting and Digital
Foundation (IBDF) four weeks to file
its response in the ongoing dispute
concerning Prasar Bharati's OTT
platform, WAVES. The tribunal has
fixed July 14 as the next date of hearing.

The case, initiated by the All
India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF),
raises broader questions around the
regulatory treatment of linear television channels
distributed via OTT platforms. While AIDCF argues that
such services could disrupt the economics of licensed
cable and DTH operators, IBDF and Prasar Bharati have
maintained that OTT platforms operate under a distinct
regulatory framework and should not be treated as
traditional distribution platform operators.

DELHI HC UPHOLDS TRAI'S 12-MINUTE AD
CAP

In a landmark ruling for the broadcasting sector,
the Delhi High Court has upheld TRAI's regulation
restricting advertising on television channels to 12
minutes per clock hour, bringing to an end a legal challenge
that has continued for more than 13 years.

The regulation permits a maximum of 10 minutes of
commercial advertising and two minutes of self-

TELECOM DISPL
APPELLATE

iR 7 #iva i e & Raems
haH IOl

FTIr=T T BATTe | U ®idd STEdiedl I J2ddh
% Fae SIS HHars I & © |30
W 3N T b 38 YA & 2l dael
3 =R & ®ee &1 o gaed arel
Z2e M faavor Bred & Aty -
HITA Tl H SERT TAIR [T | AR
@ ded T UEnT A e 3w, & Raems
THAEAT & &l T4 & |
AE¥E 7 AEAETE & TG 37 & [6U
ar 9wdTE &1 999 [

i f2reed Fewie Uz siiae fRera (SEme)
q YA MR SIEE WewH, 99 ¥ 2
ferame § 3aAT S S & & foig
2gq grEwieT Uz Rfigea e
(AR ) @0 9 AT H T R
% | [ge T 1 e @0 Sl avrg 14
S T Bl 2 |

T 22 f2foted dad ®B2idd
(TAEEAITE) BFT g% 6 T T8
AT, AT W2 & AT T A Tl Wiae et
el & et Rl A S 9% A T &l © |
USTESHUE &1 ac ¢ b U Fard d3id 9 dhdd 30
20T AW & [ q=d & IR gl
TET 3MEAEUE AT AT Tl & Bl & (o EIe WehH
fereor wew STl ST TET AW AT iR |
feeell Seg =mETed | 3§ @ 12 frEe @t
frsma € &1 gEr ssuan

T 8T & [Tl U 3Ted & §, fowl oo <
T 2% & IF O @1 Wel STl € e ded il el I
27 °¢ H [IaoH @l THI-AT 12 e 99 &1 T E |3 B
% WY & 13 A A T T2l B Al T & T2 |

oM & T=d &7 92 SEr  S9ET 10 WA o
s 3 21 fiFe & Tem-THI9T ®ee &l 3 & 139

TTLEMENT &
AL (TDSAT)

8 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

JUNE 2026



promotional content every hour. The
verdict is expected to have far-
reaching implications for
broadcasters, particularly news
channels and free-to-air networks that
depend heavily on advertising
revenues. Industry executives
believe the decision could lead to
tighter inventory management,
revised programming strategies and
potential increases in advertising rates due to reduced
commercial inventory.

AIDCF CHALLENGES TV RATINGS RULE

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) has
approached the Kerala High
Court challenging provisions in
the newly notified Television
Ratings Policy 2026 that exclude
landing page viewership from
audience measurement
calculations.

The federation has argued that treating landing
page impressions as zero viewership ignores existing
technological safeguards and could significantly diminish
the commercial value of a key business asset for
distribution platform operators. The petition also contends
that the exclusion could adversely affect the economics
of cable distribution networks and alter competitive
dynamics within the television ecosystem.
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BARC SEEKS LICENCE RENEWAL
The Broadcast Audience Research Council
Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting continues its review of the

Television Ratings Policy 2026.

The application follows
implementation timelines and compliance requirements
under the revised framework. While the ministry has
already relaxed certain provisions relating to governance
and measurement expansion targets, stakeholders

(BARC) has formally applied for renewal n n
discussions  between  industry n
continue to engage with policymakers on issues including

of its television ratings licence as the
representatives and the government regarding
landing page treatment and operational feasibility.®
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