STAGE, SRI ADHIKARI BROTHERS
JOIN HANDS FOR DIALECT
ORIGINALS

Regional OTT platform STAGE has partnered with
Sri Adhikari Brothers to co-
develop a slate of original series
centred on hyper-local
storytelling and regional
dialects. The collaboration
builds on the response to their
earlier project MahaPunarjanam
and will expand content production across five dialect
markets.

Under the partnership, Sri Adhikari Brothers will
support the scaling of STAGE's original content pipeline,
with both companies aiming to strengthen regional
entertainment offerings and deepen engagement with
Bharat audiences through culturally rooted narratives.

KARAN DAYANIDHI MARAN UNVEILS
MICRO-DRAMA APP KADHAISHORTS

Karan Dayanidhi Maran has launched
KadhaiShorts, a mobile-first micro-
drama platform focused on short-form
Tamil storytelling. Positioned around
two-minute episodic content, the
service aims to tap into the growing
demand for snackable entertainment
while retaining the emotional appeal
of traditional serial narratives.

SRI ADHI

The platform debuts with multiple original titles
and has introduced a pay-per-series model starting at Rs.
20. KadhaiShorts plans to expand beyond Tamil into
Telugu, Kannada, Hindi, Malayalam and Bengali by the
end of the financial year, supported by a pipeline of more
than 100 original productions.

WAVES TIGHTENS CREATOR
ACCOUNTABILITY FRAMEWORK

Prasar Bharati's OTT platform WAVES is
introducing a new content onboarding framework that
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places greater responsibility on creators
and production houses to drive audience
acquisition and engagement.

The revised policy requires
content partners to demonstrate audience
outreach and engagement strategies as
part of the onboarding process. Industry
executives view the move as a significant
shift in WAVES' growth strategy, with the platform seeking
to combine content quality assessment with measurable
audience-building capabilities as it competes for premium
and creator-led content.

TEJKARRAN SINGH BAJAJ STEPS DOWN
FROM JIO STUDIOS

Tejkarran Singh Bajaj has resigned from his position
as Senior Vice President and
Head of Originals at Jio Studios,
ending a nearly seven-and-a-
half-year stint with the
company.

During his tenure, Bajaj
led the studio's originals
strategy, overseeing content
development, production,
partnerships and monetisation
across multiple genres and languages. Industry sources
indicate that he is expected to take up a new leadership role
within the media and entertainment sector in the coming
weeks.

NETFLIX HANDS MEDIA MANDATE TO
OMNICOM'S INITIATIVE

Netflix has reportedly awarded its India media
mandate, estimated at around Rs. 300
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crore annually, to Omnicom Media
Group's Initiative following a
competitive multi-agency pitch.

The account was previously
managed by Wavemaker India. Industry
sources said the review focused on
integrated media planning, audience
analytics, technology capabilities and performance-led
marketing. B
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