POLICY REPORT

MIB UNVEILS UNIFIED
BROADCASTING
FRAMEWORK

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has released
draft rules to bring television, radio and digital broadcasting
services under a single regulatory framework. The move aims

to simplify compliance, modernise governance and create a
more streamlined broadcasting ecosystem.

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB) has
issued the draft Telecommunications (Broadcasting and Associated
Services) Rules, 2026, marking a significant step toward
consolidating India's broadcasting regulations. The proposed
framework seeks to bring television channels, Direct-to-Home
(DTH), Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS), Internet Protocol Television
(IPTV), radio and associated broadcasting services under a unified
regulatory structure aligned with the Telecommunications Act,
2023.

The draft rules aim to replace multiple legacy provisions
with a single, harmonised framework designed to improve ease of
doing business and regulatory clarity. While television, radio and
distribution services will be
governed under the new rules, OTT
streaming platforms will continue to
remain outside their ambit and will
be regulated separately under
existing IT Rules.

The proposed framework
covers television broadcasters,
distribution platforms, private radio
operators, community radio stations,
television news agencies and IPTV
service providers operating over
closed networks. Existing licence
holders will have the option to migrate to the new authorisation
regime, though licences that expire under the current system will
not be eligible for renewal under the old framework.

Importantly, the draft retains existing provisions related
to ownership norms, foreign investment limits, security clearances
and residency requirements for key management personnel. News
broadcasters and private radio operators will continue to be subject
to stringent security compliance obligations.

Operational continuity has also been emphasised.
Television channels will be required to remain on air throughout
the validity of their authorisation. Channels remaining non-
operational for extended periods may face cancellation of
authorisation. Broadcasters will also be required to preserve
programme and advertising records for at least 90 days for
monitoring and inspection purposes.

Industry stakeholders view the move as a major regulatory
reform that could simplify licensing, enhance transparency and
support the long-term growth of India's broadcasting sector.®
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