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INDIA’'S DIGITAL
CONNECTIVITY
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MOMENTUM

Rising broadband adoption, expanding rural
connectivity and steady 5G fixed wireless access growth
continued to strengthen India’s telecom market.

India’s telecom and broadband market continued its
upward trajectory in March 2026, with broadband
subscribers crossing the 1.06 billion mark as internet
adoption deepened across urban and rural regions.

Latest government data showed broadband
subscriptions rising from 1,059.05 million in February to
1,065.88 million in March, reflecting robust demand for digital
connectivity driven by affordable smartphones, low-cost
data services and growing consumption of online content
and digital applications.

The market expansion comes at a time when telecom
operators are accelerating investments in network capacity,
fibre infrastructure and 5G rollout to cater to rising bandwidth
requirements from streaming, gaming, digital payments,
enterprise cloud services and connected devices.

Wireless services remained the primary growth
engine for the sector. Total wireless subscribers, including
mobile and fixed wireless access (FWA) users, increased
from 1,273.31 million to 1,282.33 million during the month,
recording a growth rate of 0.71 per cent. Rural markets once
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again emerged as a key growth contributor, with subscriber
additions marginally outpacing urban regions.

Industry analysts believe the improving rural
connectivity metrics indicate a gradual narrowing of India’s
digital divide, supported by expanding 4G and 5G coverage
as well as government-backed digital inclusion initiatives.

Wireless tele-density improved to 89.88 per cent
during the month, while rural tele-density approached 60
per cent, underlining increasing mobile penetration beyond
major cities. Urban tele-density
continued to remain significantly
higher at over 143 per cent, reflecting
the concentration of multiple device

ownership and higher data .
consumption patterns in metro and a I rtEl
urban markets.

Mobile subscriber additions
also remained healthy, with the overall
mobile base increasing to 1,265.73
million in March. Private telecom
operators retained overwhelming
market dominance, accounting for
more than 92 per cent of wireless subscribers, while public
sector operators maintained a smaller but stable presence.
The wireline broadband segment also showed
steady progress as fibre adoption continued to grow among
residential and enterprise users. Wireline subscribers rose
to 48.25 million during March, with urban India contributing
the majority of the market share.

Meanwhile, the 5G Fixed Wireless Access segment
continued to gain traction as telecom companies expanded
commercial deployments across key markets. FWA
subscribers increased from 11.93 million to 12.32 million
during the month, reinforcing expectations that wireless
broadband could become a significant alternative to
traditional wired connectivity in underserved and semi-
urban regions.

The telecom market also witnessed strong
competitive activity, with 14.63 million mobile number
portability requests recorded during March. Analysts say
the high portability numbers reflect rising consumer
awareness, competitive tariff strategies and ongoing efforts
by telecom operators to improve service quality and
customer retention.

With broadband usage continuing to expand across
households, enterprises and rural communities, India’s
telecom sector is expected to remain one of the fastest-
growing digital connectivity markets globally.®
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