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INDIA’S DIGITAL
CONNECTIVITY
MARKET GAINS

MOMENTUM
Rising broadband adoption, expanding rural

connectivity and steady 5G fixed wireless access growth
continued to strengthen India’s telecom market.

India’s telecom and broadband market continued its
upward trajectory in March 2026, with broadband
subscribers crossing the 1.06 billion mark as internet
adoption deepened across urban and rural regions.

Latest government data showed broadband
subscriptions rising from 1,059.05 million in February to
1,065.88 million in March, reflecting robust demand for digital
connectivity driven by affordable smartphones, low-cost
data services and growing consumption of online content
and digital applications.

The market expansion comes at a time when telecom
operators are accelerating investments in network capacity,
fibre infrastructure and 5G rollout to cater to rising bandwidth
requirements from streaming, gaming, digital payments,
enterprise cloud services and connected devices.

Wireless services remained the primary growth
engine for the sector. Total wireless subscribers, including
mobile and fixed wireless access (FWA) users, increased
from 1,273.31 million to 1,282.33 million during the month,
recording a growth rate of 0.71 per cent. Rural markets once
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baZ,t jaarI rKI hO̧  AaOr SahrI va ga`amaINa [laakaoM maoM [MTrnaoT kI phuMca
baZ,nao ko saaqa hI ba`a^DbaOMD ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa 1º06 ibailayana ko AaMkD,o kao
par kr gayaI hO.

sarkar ko tajaa AaMkD,aoM sao pta calata hO ik ba`a^DbaOMD sabsaiËPSana
frvarI maoM 1¸059º05 imailayana sao baZ,kr maaca- maoM 1¸065º88 imailayana hao
gayaa hO.yah iDijaTla knaoi@TivaTI kI majabaUt maaMga kao idKata hO
ijasakI vajah sasto smaaT-faona¸ kma kImat vaalaI DoTa saovaayaoM AaOr Aa^nalaa[na
kMToMT AaOr iDijaTla eoPsa ka baZ,ta [stomaala hO.

baajaar ka ivastar eosao samaya maoM hao rha hO jaba TolaIka^ma Aa^proTr
sT/IimaMga¸ gaoimaMga¸ iDijaTla pomaoMT\sa¸ eMTrp`a[ja @laa]D saovaaAaoM AaOr knao@ToD
]pkrNaaoM sao baZ,tI baOMDivaD\qa kI ja$rtaoM kao pUra krnao ko ilae naoTvak-
xamata¸ fa[bar [MÍasT/@car AaOr 5jaI raolaAa]T maoM inavaoSa toja kr rho hOM.

vaayarlaosa saovaayaoM [sa xao~ ko ilae ivakasa ka mau#ya [Mjana banaI
rhIM.maaobaa[la AaOr if@sD vaayarlaosa e@saosa ³efDblaUe´ yaUjasa- kao
imalaakr¸ kula vaayarlaosa sabsaËa[basa- kI saM#yaa [sa mahInao maoM 1¸273º31
imailayana sao baZ,kr 1¸282º33 imailayana hao gayaI¸ jaao 0º71‰ kI ga`aoqa
roT idKatI hO.ga`amaINa baajaar ek baar ifr sao ivakasa maoM Ahma yaaogadana
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again emerged as a key growth contributor, with subscriber
additions marginally outpacing urban regions.

Industry analysts believe the improving rural
connectivity metrics indicate a gradual narrowing of India’s
digital divide, supported by expanding 4G and 5G coverage
as well as government-backed digital inclusion initiatives.

Wireless tele-density improved to 89.88 per cent
during the month, while rural tele-density approached 60
per cent, underlining increasing mobile penetration beyond
major cities. Urban tele-density
continued to remain significantly
higher at over 143 per cent, reflecting
the concentration of multiple device
ownership and higher data
consumption patterns in metro and
urban markets.

Mobile subscriber additions
also remained healthy, with the overall
mobile base increasing to 1,265.73
million in March. Private telecom
operators retained overwhelming
market dominance, accounting for
more than 92 per cent of wireless subscribers, while public
sector operators maintained a smaller but stable presence.

The wireline broadband segment also showed
steady progress as fibre adoption continued to grow among
residential and enterprise users. Wireline subscribers rose
to 48.25 million during March, with urban India contributing
the majority of the market share.

Meanwhile, the 5G Fixed Wireless Access segment
continued to gain traction as telecom companies expanded
commercial deployments across key markets. FWA
subscribers increased from 11.93 million to 12.32 million
during the month, reinforcing expectations that wireless
broadband could become a significant alternative to
traditional wired connectivity in underserved and semi-
urban regions.

The telecom market also witnessed strong
competitive activity, with 14.63 million mobile number
portability requests recorded during March. Analysts say
the high portability numbers reflect rising consumer
awareness, competitive tariff strategies and ongoing efforts
by telecom operators to improve service quality and
customer retention.

With broadband usage continuing to expand across
households, enterprises and rural communities, India’s
telecom sector is expected to remain one of the fastest-
growing digital connectivity markets globally.

donao vaalao ko taOr pr ]Baro̧  jahaM sabsaËa[basa- kI saM#yaa maoM baZ,aotrI SahrI
[laakaoM ko maukabalao qaaoD,I jyaada rhI.

]Vaoga ko jaanakaraoM ka maananaa hO ik ga`amaINa knaoi@TivaTI ko
baohtr haoto AaMkD,o [sa baat ka saMkot hO ik Baart maoM iDijaTla Ka[-
QaIro–QaIro kma hao rhI hO.[samaoM 4jaI AaOr 5jaI ivastar ko saaqa–saaqa
sarkar Wara samaiqa-t iDijaTla samaavaoSa kI phlaaoM ka BaI yaaogadana hO.

[sa mahInao ko daOrana vaayalaosa TolaI DoMisaTI baZ,kr 89º88 p̀itSat
hao gayaI¸ jabaik gàamaINa TolaI–DoMisaTI 60 p̀itSat ko krIba phuMca gayaI¸ yah

dSaa-ta hO ik baD,o SaharaoM ko baahr BaI maaobaa[la
kI phuMca lagaatar baZ rhI hO.SahrI TolaI DoMisaTI
kafI jyaada¸ yaanaI 143 p̀itSat sao }pr banaI
rhI¸ yah idKata hO ik maoT/ao AaOr SahrI baajaaraoM
maoM laaoga ek sao jyaada ]pkrNa rKto hOM AaOr
DoTa ka [stomaala BaI jyaada krto hOM.

maaobaa[la ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa maoM baZ,aotrI
BaI AcCI rhI AaOr maaca- maoM kula maaobaa[la baosa
baZ,kr 1265º73 imailayana hao gayaa.inajaI
TolaIka^ma Aa^proTraoM ka baajaar pr jabardst
dbadbaa banaa rha¸ vaayarlaosa ga`ahkaoM maoM 92

p`itSat sao jyaada ihssaa [nhIM ka qaa¸ jabaik saava-jainak xao~ ko
Aa^proTraoM kI maaOjaUdgaI kma ja$r qaI¸ laoikna isqar banaI rhI.

vaayarlaa[na bàâDbaOMD saogamaoMT maoM BaI lagaatar p̀gait doKnao kao imalaI¸
@yaaoMik GaraoM AaOr eMTrp̀a[ja yaUjasa- ko baIca fa[bar ka [stomaala lagaatar baZ,
rha hO.maaca- ko mahInao maoM vaayarlaa[na sabsaËa[basa- kI saM#yaa baZ,kr 48º25
imailayana hao gayaI¸ ijasamaoM SahrI Baart ka maako-T Saoyar sabasao jyaada rha.

[sa baIca if@sD vaayarlaosa e@saosa ³efDblaUe´ saogamaoMT kao lagaatar
baZ,avaa imalata rha¸ @yaaoMik TolaIkâma kMpinayaaoM nao mau#ya baajaar maoM Apnao kmaiSa-
yala iDPlaâyamaoMT ka ivastar ikyaa.[sa mahInao ko daOrana efDblaUe sabsaËa[basa-
kI saM#yaa 11º93 imailayana sao baZ,kr 12º32 imailayana hao gayaI.[sasao [sa
]mmaId kao AaOr bala imalaa hO ik vaayarlaosa bàâDbaOMD ]na xao~aoM AaOr AQa- SahrI
[laakaoM maoM parMpirk vaayaD- knaoi@TivaTI ka ek Ahma ivaklp bana sakta
hO̧  jahaM ABaI tk pyaa-Pt knaoi@TivaTI nahIM phuMcaI hO.

TolaIka^ma baajaar maoM kD,I p`itspQaa- doKnao kao imalaI¸ maaca- mahInao maoM
14º63 imailayana maaobaa[la naMbar paoT-oibailaTI ko AnauraoQa dja- ikyao
gayao.ivaSlaoYakaoM ka khnaa hO ik paoTo-ibailaTI ko yao }Mcao AaMkD,o ]pBaao@taAaoM
maoM baZ,tI jaaga$rta¸ p`itspQaI- TOirf rNanaIityaaMo AaOr TolaIka^ma Aa^proTraoM
Wara saovaa kI gauNava<aa va ga`ahkaoM kao banaayao rKnao ko ilae ikyao jaa rho
lagaatar p`yaasaaoM kao dSaa-to hOM.

GaraoM̧  ]VmaaoM AaOr ga`amaINa samaudayaaoM maoM ba`a^DbaOMD ko [stomaala maoM
lagaatar hao rhI baZ,otrI ko calato̧  Baart ka TolaIka^ma sao@Tr duinayaaBar maoM
sabasao tojaI sao baZ,to iDijaTla knaoi@TivaTI baajaaraoM maoM sao ek banaa rhnao
kI ]mmaId hO.


