SATELLITE SPOTLIGHT

INDIA’'S BROADCAST
SECTOR
RECONFIGURES
SATELLITE
DEPENDENCIES

Regulatory tightening drives migration away from
Chinese-linked satellite capacity, reshaping India’s
broadcast distribution landscape.

India’s broadcast distribution ecosystem is undergoing a
structural shift as operators move away from Chinese-linked satellite
services following regulatory and national security directives. The
transition reflects a broader policy push to reduce dependency on
foreign infrastructure perceived as sensitive.

All major Indian broadcasters have begun migrating their
operations to non-Chinese satellites after the government signalled
restrictions on the continued use of services from providers such as
Chinasat and Apstar. This development stems from a policy stance
that discourages Chinese-linked entities from operating within
India’s satellite communication framework, particularly in sectors
involving content distribution and national reach.

The move has, however, created short-term capacity
constraints. AsiaSat, which has
traditionally played a significant role
in servicing Indian broadcasters, has
been unable to fully bridge the gap.
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Regulatory complexities and approval pE— |
processes through IN-SPACe have \___
delayed fresh capacity allocations,

even as existing authorisations face expiry timelines. While interim
extensions have been granted in select cases, the lack of long-term
clarity has forced broadcasters to accelerate contingency planning.

Industry stakeholders indicate that international satellite
operators are now stepping in to address the emerging demand,
though alignment with Indian regulatory frameworks remains a
critical factor. The shift also underscores the growing importance
of domestic satellite capabilities and policy-backed infrastructure
development.

From a market perspective, the transition could lead to a
rebalancing of satellite service providers in the region, with increased
opportunities for non-Chinese global players and Indian operators.
At the same time, broadcasters may face incremental costs and
operational adjustments in the near term as they recalibrate
distribution networks.

Overall, the development marks a significant inflection point
in India’s broadcast infrastructure strategy, where regulatory
priorities, geopolitical considerations, and market dynamics are
converging to redefine the satellite services landscape.l
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