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BROADCASTERS PUSH
BACK AGAINST ALTD

A new regulatory debate is emerging that could reshape
India’s television and streaming landscape.

At the centre of the controversy is TRAI’s proposal
to regulate Application-Based Linear Television Distribution
(ALTD) services and FAST channels. India’s broadcasters
are mounting a strong challenge against proposals that could
bring internet-delivered television services under a regulatory
framework similar to cable and DTH platforms.

The industry argues that ALTD and FAST services
represent the next phase of television distribution, enabling
broadcasters to reach consumers directly through
connected devices without relying on traditional
intermediaries. According to broadcasters, imposing legacy
broadcasting regulations on digital platforms risks
undermining innovation and increasing costs for both
operators and viewers.
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A key concern is the possibility of creating a new
intermediary layer between content creators and consumers.
Broadcasters contend that streaming applications were
developed specifically to eliminate distribution bottlenecks
and provide direct consumer relationships. Bringing these
platforms under traditional tariff and licensing frameworks
could reverse that progress.

The debate has exposed a widening divide within the
industry. While major broadcasters such as JioStar and Culver
Max have opposed extensive regulation, Zee Entertainment
has advocated a more balanced approach, arguing that
internet-based television services increasingly resemble
traditional broadcasting and therefore require regulatory parity.

On the opposite side, the All India Digital Cable
Federation has called for comprehensive oversight, claiming
that digital platforms currently enjoy significant regulatory
advantages over licensed cable and satellite operators.

The outcome of the consultation will have far-
reaching implications. It could determine how television
channels are distributed, monetised and regulated in the
connected-TV era. It may also influence future investment
in FAST channels, smart TV ecosystems and direct-to-
consumer streaming services.

As television consumption increasingly shifts online,
policymakers face a critical challenge: fostering innovation
while maintaining a level competitive landscape. The
decisions taken today could define the future structure of
India’s broadcast and streaming economy for years to come.l
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