MARKET ANALYSIS

STARLINK NEARS
INDIA LAUNCH WITH
GOVT NOD

India is on the cusp of a satellite internet revolution. On
June 6, Elon Musk’s Starlink secured a key regulatory
approval from the Indian government, paving the way

for its much-anticipated commercial launch in the
country.

Already operational in over 100 countries, Starlink
promises high-speed, low-latency internet, especially in
areas where conventional broadband infrastructure
struggles to reach.

Backed by SpaceX, Starlink now joins a select group
of satellite broadband players—alongside OneWeb and
Reliance Jio—that have received the Indian government’s
preliminary nod, known as the Letter of Intent (Lol), for
telecom operations. The company is currently awaiting the
final Global Mobile Personal Communications by Satellite
(GMPCS) license from the Department
of Telecommunications. Once granted,
Starlink can begin full-scale
deployment of'its ground infrastructure
and services across the country.

Starlink's network uses
thousands of low Earth orbit (LEO)
satellites, much closer to Earth than
traditional geostationary satellites. This
positioning enables faster, more reliable
internet with significantly lower latency—ideal for real-time
applications like video calls, online gaming, and cloud
computing.

For India, Starlink’s arrival is especially significant.
It can bridge the digital divide in rural and underserved
regions, offering high-speed access where fiber and mobile
networks have limited reach.

What’s more, Starlink plans to enter the Indian market
with a disruptive pricing strategy. As per The Economic
Times, it is likely to offer unlimited data plans at under $10/
month (around Rs. 857), making it a compelling choice for
consumers and businesses alike.

With rivals like Eutelsat OneWeb, Jio-SES, and
Globalstar also eyeing the Indian market, the satellite internet
space is gearing up for a fierce battle. But Starlink’s first-
mover advantage and aggressive pricing could give it a
strong head start.l
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