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NIKUNJ GARG BIDS FAREWELL TO
NDTV

Nikunj Garg has moved on from his role as Senior
Managing Editor at NDTV24x7. Having joined in
November 2023 after a long stint with the Times
Group, Garg played a pivotal role in shaping
editorial strategy for both NDTV24x7 and
NDTYV India. A journalism veteran with over
two decades of experience, he previously
served as Managing Editor of Mirror Now and Executive
Editor of Times Now. His departure marks the end of a
brief but high-impact tenure at the network.

INDIA’'S BROADBAND USER BASE NEARS
975 MILLION

India’s broadband subscriptions
surged to 974.87 million in May 2025,
registering a 3.37% growth over the
previous month, according to TRAI data.
A major contributor to this growth was a
60% increase in fixed wireless users.
Reliance Jio led the market with 494.47
million users, followed by Bharti Airtel at
302.15 million and Vodafone Idea at 126.86
million. The top five providers accounted
for nearly 98.5% of the total market, reaffirming the sector’s
consolidation around key players.

BARC GETS NEW CHAIRMAN IN
SONY’S GAURAV BANERIEE

Gaurav Banerjee, MD & CEO of Sony
Pictures Networks India, has taken charge as
Chairman of the Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) India. With over 20 years in
media leadership, Banerjee brings a strong mix
of editorial experience and business insight.
His appointment is seen as a move to
rejuvenate BARC’s strategic direction as the
industry transitions toward hybrid and digital-first
measurement metrics.

PRASAR BHARATI SEEKS IP CLAIMS
FOR DOORDARSHAN ARCHIVES

Prasar Bharati has issued a call for claims from
producers and content creators who have been involved
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in past Doordarshan programming. The
notice gives stakeholders 45 days to assert
rights; otherwise, the broadcaster will
assume full ownership of the intellectual
property. This would allow Prasar Bharati

to repurpose or syndicate the content
across platforms without further legal obligation.

PAY DTH SECTOR SHRINKS BY 1.3
MILLION IN Q4 FY25

The total number of pay DTH subscribers in India
dropped to 56.92 million in March 2025, from 58.22 million
in December 2024, per TRAI’s performance report.
Analysts attribute the fall to growing OTT adoption and
bundling challenges faced by DTH operators. However,
the data also highlights that nearly 57 million households
still depend on satellite TV, especially in rural and non-
metro regions.

CENTRE OPENS APPLICATIONS FOR
PRASAR BHARATI BOARD ROLES

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting is accepting applications
for two senior roles—Member
(Personnel) and Member (Finance)—
on the Prasar Bharati Board. These
Level-15 appointments carry the rank
of Additional Secretary to the
Government of India. Applicants from
PSUs must hold equivalent ranks, and
those with MBAs and experience in large organizations
will be preferred.

PRASAR BHARATI LAUNCHES 89TH DD
FREE DISH AUCTION

Prasar Bharati has announced the 89th MPEG-4
e-auction for satellite TV channels on
its DD Free Dish platform. The bidding
begins tentatively on July 2, 2025, with
slots allotted for the July—March period.
Channels are grouped into five
categories, with reserve prices ranging
from Rs 3.62 lakh to Rs 57.14 lakh. The
auction is open to channels licensed by the Ministry
of I&B.1A
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