The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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IBDF URGES TRAI TO PAUSE
12-MINUTE AD

The Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has requested the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) to defer enforcement of the 12-minute-
per-hour television advertising cap, citing that the matter
is sub judice. The final arguments in the case are scheduled
before the Supreme Court on January 27.

Sources said news
broadcasters have supported
IBDF’s stance in their individual
responses to TRAI. However, the
regulator has emphasized that
broadcasters must comply with
the current rules until a court
issues a formal order. TRAI,
following a meeting with
broadcasters after issuing show-
cause notices in November for alleged violations,
reiterated that the pending judicial review does not
suspend the applicability of the regulation.

TRAI

The long-dormant 12-minute cap, frozen for over a
decade, has resurfaced with TRAI issuing more than 250
notices to enforce compliance. Broadcasters warn that
implementing the cap now could disrupt linear TV
economics, already under pressure from declining ad
revenues, rising content costs, and a migration of
audiences to digital and free-to-air platforms. Industry
leaders have called for a measured approach, noting that
exceeding the cap in some hours does not indicate uniform
violation across all programming.

TV9 NETWORK DISMISSES PROMOTER
EXIT SPECULATION

TV9 Network has firmly denied
reports claiming its promoters are
planning an exit from the media group.

In an official statement, the
network said, “TV9 Network remains
fully committed to its vision and
ongoing operations. The information
being circulated should not be
considered accurate.” The statement
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clarified that there has been no change in promoter
involvement or strategic direction.

TATA PLAY VS CULVER MAX: TDSAT SETS
FINAL HEARING

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has extended
interim relief for Tata Play,
maintaining the stay on the {
7128.42 crore demand raised by |
Culver Max (Sony Pictures). The B
tribunal has scheduled the final
hearing for February 2026.

The dispute began in May
2025, when Tata Play removed 25
Sony channels from its DTH packs
citing contractual issues. Culver Max alleged this violated
interconnection agreements and TRAI regulations. Earlier,
TDSAT restricted the broadcaster from displaying static
images or scrolls against Tata Play, while allowing limited
clarifications on social media.

MIB CANCELS 1,117 MSO REGISTRATIONS

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) has cancelled registrations of
1,117 Multi-System Operators (MSOs),
reducing the number of active MSOs to
787. Reasons include non-compliance,
late submissions, failure to secure
security clearance, and incomplete
documentation. Industry experts
believe this move will enhance
regulatory compliance and improve
service quality, sending a strong message about adherence
to regulatory frameworks.

JIOSTAR REAFFIRMS ICC MEDIA RIGHTS
PARTNERSHIP IN INDIA

JioStar and the International
Cricket Council (ICC) have dismissed
speculation about JioStar exiting their
media rights agreement. Both
organisations confirmed the 2024-2027
contract remains fully in force, with
JioStar continuing as the ICC’s official
media rights partner in India.®
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