PRASAR BHARATI'S WAVES OTT
GETS BIG HITS

Prasar Bharati’s OTT platform WAVES has
recorded over 80 lakh downloads in
its first year, the government
informed the Lok Sabha. Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan
highlighted the platform’s role in
making Doordarshan and All India
Radio archives, regional arts,
classical music, literature-based
programming, and multilingual
content accessible globally.

WAVES OTT operates as a subscription-free
public service platform, with advertising as its primary
revenue source. It also provides a distribution framework
for emerging filmmakers and creators, helping them reach
diverse audiences worldwide. The platform is currently
expanding its international footprint, developing revenue
streams through strategic partnerships.

OTT CONTENT OUTSIDE CBFC, REGULATED
BY IT RULES

The Centre clarified that content on OTT platforms
remains outside the
jurisdiction of the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) and is regulated
under the IT (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Under the rules, OTT
platforms must follow a
Code of Ethics, including
age-based classification of
content into five categories, and maintain mechanisms to
address grievances. The regulatory framework establishes
a three-tier system: self-regulation by publishers,
oversight by self-regulatory bodies, and intervention by
the Central Government if necessary.
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FOR CHILDREN ONLINE

The IT Rules, 2021, and related provisions under the

IT Act provide stringent measures
to curb unlawful, obscene, or
harmful content online. Platforms
must implement parental controls
and safeguards to protect minors
from inappropriate material.
ShareChat’s  QuickTV  has
introduced pin-based parental
controls, age-specific content
ratings, and structured access
based on categories such as U, U/
A 13+, U/A 16+, and A (Adult).

OTT’S SOUTH-FOCUSED GROWTH AND

GLOBAL REACH

Industry experts note that South Indian content has

become the growth engine for OTT
platforms. Blockbusters like Pushpa,
KGF, and Kantara, along with regional
originals such as Suzhal: The Vortex,
have created deep engagement and
franchise loyalty. Platforms like Amazon
Prime Video, Netflix, and JioHotstar are
investing heavily in South-language
originals, with JioHotstar earmarking Rs
4,000 crore for content and creator
ecosystem development.

ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSIVE

STREAMING

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has

issued draft guidelines to make OTT
content accessible for hearing- and
visually-impaired users, proposing a
two-phase implementation starting with
public broadcasters like Prasar Bharati.
The move aligns with the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and
the UNCRPD.®H
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