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saOTolaa[T AaOr kobala TIvaI kI duinayaa maoM
hmaaro caaraoM trf @yaa hao rha ]saka navaInatma ApDoT

The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

Aa[-baIDIef na o T/a[ - sa o 12 imanaT ko iva&apna prAa[-baIDIef na o T/a[ - sa o 12 imanaT ko iva&apna prAa[-baIDIef na o T/a[ - sa o 12 imanaT ko iva&apna prAa[-baIDIef na o T/a[ - sa o 12 imanaT ko iva&apna prAa[-baIDIef na o T/a[ - sa o 12 imanaT ko iva&apna pr
raok lagaana o ka Aaga `h ikyaara ok lagaana o ka Aaga `h ikyaara ok lagaana o ka Aaga `h ikyaara ok lagaana o ka Aaga `h ikyaara ok lagaana o ka Aaga `h ikyaa

[MiDyana bàâDkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla fa]MDoSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ nao
TolaIkâma rogaulaoTrI AqaâirTI Aâf [MiDyaa ³T/a[-́  sao p̀it GaMTo 12 imanaT ko
TolaIivajana iva&apna kI saImaa kao laagaU krnao maoM dorI krnao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa
hO̧  yah khto hue ik maamalaa ABaI kaoT- maoM hO.[sa maamalao maoM AMitma bahsa
27 janavarI kao saup̀Ima kaoT- maoM haonaI hO.

saU~aoM nao batayaa ik nyaUja p̀saarkaoM nao T/a[-
kao idyao gayao Apnao Alaga–Alaga javaabaaoM maoM
Aa[-baIDIef ko $K ka samaqa-na ikyaa
hO.halaaMik¸ rogaulaoTr nao [sa baat pr jaaor
idyaa hO ik jaba tk kaoT- kao[- AaOpcaairk
AadoSa jaarI nahIM krta¸tba tk p̀saarkaoM
kao maaOjaUda inayamaao M k palana krnaa
haogaa.navaMbar maoM kiqat ]llaMGanaaoM ko ilae
karNa bataAao naaoiTsa jaarI krnao ko baad

p̀saarkaoM ko saaqa ek maIiTMga ko baad T/a[- nao daohrayaa ik laMibat nyaaiyak
samaIxaa rogaulaoSana kI laagaU haonao kI isqait kao inalaMibat nahIM krtI hO.

laMbao samaya sao baMd 12 imanaT kI ilaimaT¸ jaao ek dSak sao jyaada
samaya sao $kI hu[- qaI¸ Aba T/a[- Wara inayamaaoM ka palana krvaanao ko ilae
250 sao jyaada naaoiTsa jaarI krnao ko baad saamanao AayaI hO.p`saark
caotavanaI do rho hOM ik Aba [sa ilaimaT kao laagaU krnao sao laIinayar TIvaI
kI [kaonaa^maI Kraba hao saktI hO̧  jaao phlao sao hI iva&apna sao haonao vaalaI
kmaI¸ kMToMT kI baZ,tI laagat¸ AaOr dSa-kaoM ko iDijaTla AaOr ÍI–TU–
eyar PlaTfa^ma- maoM jaanao sao dbaava maoM hO.]Vaoga nao saaoca samaJakr kdma
]zanao kI baat khI hO̧  yah doKto hue ik kuC GaMTaoM maoM ilaimaT par
krnao ka matlaba yah nahIM hO ik saBaI kaya-Ëma maoM ek jaOsaa ]llaMGana
huAa hO.
TIvaI 9 naoTvak- na o p`maa oTrao M ko baahr inaklanao koTIvaI 9 naoTvak- na o p`maa oTrao M ko baahr inaklanao koTIvaI 9 naoTvak- na o p`maa oTrao M ko baahr inaklanao koTIvaI 9 naoTvak- na o p`maa oTrao M ko baahr inaklanao koTIvaI 9 naoTvak- na o p`maa oTrao M ko baahr inaklanao ko
ATklaa o M kao Kairja ikyaaATklaa o M kao Kairja ikyaaATklaa o M kao Kairja ikyaaATklaa o M kao Kairja ikyaaATklaa o M kao Kairja ikyaa

TIvaI 9 naoTvak- nao ]na irpao-TaoM kao isaro sao
Kairja kr idyaa hO ijanamao M davaa ikyaa gayaa qaa
ik p`maaoTr maIiDyaa ga`up sao baahr inaklanao kI
yaaojanaa banaa rho hOM.
ek AaiQakairk bayaana maoM̧  naoTvak- nao kha ik

‘TIvaI9 naoTvak- Apnao ivajana AaOr cala rho saMcaalana
ko ilae pUrI tarh p`itbaw hO.jaao jaanakarI fOlaa[-
jaa rhI hO ]sao sahI nahIM maanaa jaanaa caihe.’

IBDF URGES TRAI TO PAUSE
12-MINUTE AD

The Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation
(IBDF) has requested the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) to defer enforcement of the 12-minute-
per-hour television advertising cap, citing that the matter
is sub judice. The final arguments in the case are scheduled
before the Supreme Court on January 27.

Sources said news
broadcasters have supported
IBDF’s stance in their individual
responses to TRAI. However, the
regulator has emphasized that
broadcasters must comply with
the current rules until a court
issues a formal order. TRAI,
following a meeting with
broadcasters after issuing show-
cause notices in November for alleged violations,
reiterated that the pending judicial review does not
suspend the applicability of the regulation.

The long-dormant 12-minute cap, frozen for over a
decade, has resurfaced with TRAI issuing more than 250
notices to enforce compliance. Broadcasters warn that
implementing the cap now could disrupt linear TV
economics, already under pressure from declining ad
revenues, rising content costs, and a migration of
audiences to digital and free-to-air platforms. Industry
leaders have called for a measured approach, noting that
exceeding the cap in some hours does not indicate uniform
violation across all programming.

TV9 NETWORK DISMISSES PROMOTER
EXIT SPECULATION

TV9 Network has firmly denied
reports claiming its promoters are
planning an exit from the media group.

In an official statement, the
network said, “TV9 Network remains
fully committed to its vision and
ongoing operations. The information
being circulated should not be
considered accurate.” The statement
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bayaana maoM yah saaf ikyaa gayaa hO ik p`maaoTraoM kI BaagaodarI yaa sT/oToijak
idSaa maoM ikyaa badlaava nahIM huAa hO.

TaTaPla o banaama klvar ma O@saTaTaPla o banaama klvar ma O@saTaTaPla o banaama klvar ma O@saTaTaPla o banaama klvar ma O@saTaTaPla o banaama klvar ma O@sa
TolaIka^ma iDsPyaUT\sa saoTlamaoMT eMD ApIlaoT iT/byaUnala ³TIDIsaoT´

nao TaTa Plao kao AMtirma raht dI hO̧  AaOr
klvar maO@sa ³saaonaI ip@casa-́  Wara maaMgao
gayao 128º42 kraoD, Épyao pr raok barkrar
rKI hO.iT/byaUnala nao AMitma saunavaa[- frvarI
2026 ko ilae tya kI hO.

yah ivavaad ma[- 2025 maoM Sau$ huAa¸
jaba TaTa Plao nao ka^nT/O@T sao jauD,o mau_oaoM ka
hvaalaa doto hue Apnao DITIeca pOk sao 25

saaonaI caOnala kao hTa idyao.klvar maO@sa nao Aaraop lagaayaa ik [sasao
[MTrknao@Sana ega`ImaoMT AaOr T/a[- ko inayamaaoM ka ]llaMGana huAa hO.[sasao
phlao TIDIsaoT nao p`saark kao TaTa Plao ko iKlaaf sTOiTk [maoja yaa
sËa^la idKanao sao raok idyaa qaa¸ jabaik saaoSala maIiDyaa pr saIimat
spYTIkrNa kI Anaumait dI qaI.
emaAa[-baI na o 1117 emaesaAao ko laa[sa o Msa r_ ikyaoemaAa[-baI na o 1117 emaesaAao ko laa[sa o Msa r_ ikyaoemaAa[-baI na o 1117 emaesaAao ko laa[sa o Msa r_ ikyaoemaAa[-baI na o 1117 emaesaAao ko laa[sa o Msa r_ ikyaoemaAa[-baI na o 1117 emaesaAao ko laa[sa o Msa r_ ikyao

saUcanaa va p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ nao 1117 malTI isasTma
Aa^proTsa- ³emaesaAaó  ko rijasT/oSana r_ kr idyao
hOM̧  ijasasao ei@Tva emaesaAao kI saM#yaa GaTkr 787
rh gayaI hO.[sako karNaaoM maoM inayamaaoM ka palana na
krnaa¸ dor sao sabaimaSana¸ saurxaa maMjaUrI haisala krnao maM
ivaflata AaOr AQaUro dstavaoja Saaimala hOM.]Vaoga ko
ivaSaoYa&aoM ka maananaa hO ik [sa kdma sao rogaulaoTrI
inayamaaoM ka palana baohtr haogaa AaOr saovaa kI @vaailaTI
maoM sauQaar haogaa¸ ijasasao rogaulaoTrI Íomavak- ka palana

krnao ko baaro maoM ek kD,a saMdoSa jaayaogaa.
ijayaa osTar na o Baart ma o M Aa[-saIsaI maIiDyaa AiQakarijayaa osTar na o Baart ma o M Aa[-saIsaI maIiDyaa AiQakarijayaa osTar na o Baart ma o M Aa[-saIsaI maIiDyaa AiQakarijayaa osTar na o Baart ma o M Aa[-saIsaI maIiDyaa AiQakarijayaa osTar na o Baart ma o M Aa[-saIsaI maIiDyaa AiQakar
paT-nariSap kI ifr sa o puiYT kIpaT-nariSap kI ifr sa o puiYT kIpaT-nariSap kI ifr sa o puiYT kIpaT-nariSap kI ifr sa o puiYT kIpaT-nariSap kI ifr sa o puiYT kI

ijayaaosTar AaOr [MTrnaoSanala iËkoT ka]Misala
³Aa[-saIsaI´ nao maIiDyaa AiQakar AnaubaMQa sao
ijayaaosTar ko baahr inaklanao kI ATklaaoM kao
Kairja kr idyaa hO.daonaaoM saMgaznaaoM nao puiYT kI hO
ik 2024–2027 ka ka^nT/O@T pUrI trh sao laagaU
hO AaOr ijayaaosTar Baart maoM Aa[-saIsaI ka AaiQakairk
maIiDyaa AiQakar BaagaIdar banaa rhogaa.

clarified that there has been no change in promoter
involvement or strategic direction.

TATA PLAY VS CULVER MAX: TDSAT SETS
FINAL HEARING

The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) has extended
interim relief for Tata Play,
maintaining the stay on the
?128.42 crore demand raised by
Culver Max (Sony Pictures). The
tribunal has scheduled the final
hearing for February 2026.

The dispute began in May
2025, when Tata Play removed 25
Sony channels from its DTH packs
citing contractual issues. Culver Max alleged this violated
interconnection agreements and TRAI regulations. Earlier,
TDSAT restricted the broadcaster from displaying static
images or scrolls against Tata Play, while allowing limited
clarifications on social media.

MIB CANCELS 1,117 MSO REGISTRATIONS
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

(MIB) has cancelled registrations of
1,117 Multi-System Operators (MSOs),
reducing the number of active MSOs to
787. Reasons include non-compliance,
late submissions, failure to secure
security clearance, and incomplete
documentation. Industry experts
believe this move will enhance
regulatory compliance and improve
service quality, sending a strong message about adherence
to regulatory frameworks.

JIOSTAR REAFFIRMS ICC MEDIA RIGHTS
PARTNERSHIP IN INDIA

JioStar and the International
Cricket Council (ICC) have dismissed
speculation about JioStar exiting their
media rights agreement. Both
organisations confirmed the 2024-2027
contract remains fully in force, with
JioStar continuing as the ICC’s official
media rights partner in India.
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baD,I saflata imalaI p`saar BaartI ko vaovasa \ AaoTITI kaobaD,I saflata imalaI p`saar BaartI ko vaovasa \ AaoTITI kaobaD,I saflata imalaI p`saar BaartI ko vaovasa \ AaoTITI kaobaD,I saflata imalaI p`saar BaartI ko vaovasa \ AaoTITI kaobaD,I saflata imalaI p`saar BaartI ko vaovasa \ AaoTITI kao
sarkar nao laaok saBaa kao batayaa ik p`saar BaartI ko AaoTITI

PlaoTfa^ma- vaovasa\ nao Apnao phlao saala maoM 80 laaK sao jyaada Da]nalaaoD
dja- ikyao hOM.saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa rajya maM~I
Da^º elaº mau$gana nao dUrdSa-na AaOr Aa^la
[MiDyaa roiDyaao ko Aaka-[va¸ xao~Iya klaa¸
Saas~Iya saMgaIt¸ saaih%ya AaQaairt kaya-Ëma
AaOr bahuBaaYaI kMToMT kao ivaSvastr pr saulaBa
banaanao maoM PlaoTfama- kI BaUimaka pr p`kaSa
Dalaa.

vaovasa\ AaoTITI ek sabsaiËPSana mau@t
saava-jainak saovaa PlaoTfa^ma- ko taOr pr kama

krta hO̧  ijasamaoM iva&apna [saka mau#ya rajasva sa`aot hO.yah ]Barto hue
iflma inamaa-taAaoM AaOr iËeTsa- ko ilae ek ivatrNa Íomavak- BaI dota hO
ijasasao ]nhoM duinaBar maoM Alaga–Alaga dSa-kaoM tk phuMcanao maoM madd imalatI
hO.yah PlaoTfa^ma- ABaI Apnao AMtrraYT/Iya ivastar pr kama kr rha hO
AaOr sT/oToijak paT-nariSap kI sahayata sao rajasva ko ivakasa pr Qyaana
koMid`t kr rha hO.
AaoTITI pr idKayao jaana o vaala o kMTo MT saIbaIefsaI ko dayaroAaoTITI pr idKayao jaana o vaala o kMTo MT saIbaIefsaI ko dayaroAaoTITI pr idKayao jaana o vaala o kMTo MT saIbaIefsaI ko dayaroAaoTITI pr idKayao jaana o vaala o kMTo MT saIbaIefsaI ko dayaroAaoTITI pr idKayao jaana o vaala o kMTo MT saIbaIefsaI ko dayaro
sa o baahr¸ Aa[-TI inayamaa o M Wara roga ula oToDsao baahr¸ Aa[-TI inayamaa o M Wara roga ula oToDsao baahr¸ Aa[-TI inayamaa o M Wara roga ula oToDsao baahr¸ Aa[-TI inayamaa o M Wara roga ula oToDsao baahr¸ Aa[-TI inayamaa o M Wara roga ula oToD

koMd` sarkar nao saaf ikyaa hO ik AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- pr idKayao
jaanao vaalao kaya-Ëma saoMT/la baaoD- Aa^f
iflma saiT-ifkoSana ³saIbaIefsaI´
ko AiQakar xao~ ko baahr hO AaOr
Aa[-TI ³[MTrmaIiDyarI gaa[Dlaa[Msa
eMD iDijaTla maIiDyaa eiqa@sa
kaoD´ $lsa 2021 ko tht rogaulaoT
ikyaa jaata hO.

inayamaaoM ko tht AaoTITI
PlaoTfâma- kao ek kaoD Aâf eiqa@sa
ka palana krnaa haogaa¸ ijasamaoM kMToMT

kao ]ma` ko ihsaaba sao paMca EaoiNayaaoM maoM baaMTnaa AaOr iSakayataoM kao dUr
krnao ko ilae isasTma banaayao rKnaa Saaimala hO.rogaulaoTrI Íomavak- maoM tIna
strIya isasTma banaayaa gayaa hO: p`kaSak Wara sva inayamana¸ saolf rogaulaoTrI
baa^DIja Wara inagaranaI AaOr ja$rt pD,nao pr koMd` sarkar ka dKla.

PRASAR BHARATI’S WAVES OTT
GETS BIG HITS

Prasar Bharati’s OTT platform WAVES has
recorded over 80 lakh downloads in
its first year, the government
informed the Lok Sabha. Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan
highlighted the platform’s role in
making Doordarshan and All India
Radio archives, regional arts,
classical music, literature-based
programming, and multilingual
content accessible globally.

WAVES OTT operates as a subscription-free
public service platform, with advertising as its primary
revenue source. It also provides a distribution framework
for emerging filmmakers and creators, helping them reach
diverse audiences worldwide. The platform is currently
expanding its international footprint, developing revenue
streams through strategic partnerships.

OTT CONTENT OUTSIDE CBFC, REGULATED
BY IT RULES

The Centre clarified that content on OTT platforms
remains outside the
jurisdiction of the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) and is regulated
under the IT (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

Under the rules, OTT
platforms must follow a
Code of Ethics, including
age-based classification of
content into five categories, and maintain mechanisms to
address grievances. The regulatory framework establishes
a three-tier system: self-regulation by publishers,
oversight by self-regulatory bodies, and intervention by
the Central Government if necessary.



GOVERNMENT STRENGTHENS SAFEGUARDS
FOR CHILDREN ONLINE

The IT Rules, 2021, and related provisions under the
IT Act provide stringent measures
to curb unlawful, obscene, or
harmful content online. Platforms
must implement parental controls
and safeguards to protect minors
from inappropriate material.
ShareChat’s QuickTV has
introduced pin-based parental
controls, age-specific content
ratings, and structured access
based on categories such as U, U/
A 13+, U/A 16+, and A (Adult).

OTT’S SOUTH-FOCUSED GROWTH AND
GLOBAL REACH

Industry experts note that South Indian content has
become the growth engine for OTT
platforms. Blockbusters like Pushpa,
KGF, and Kantara, along with regional
originals such as Suzhal: The Vortex,
have created deep engagement and
franchise loyalty. Platforms like Amazon
Prime Video, Netflix, and JioHotstar are
investing heavily in South-language
originals, with JioHotstar earmarking Rs
4,000 crore for content and creator
ecosystem development.

ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSIVE
STREAMING

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
issued draft guidelines to make OTT
content accessible for hearing- and
visually-impaired users, proposing a
two-phase implementation starting with
public broadcasters like Prasar Bharati.
The move aligns with the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and
the UNCRPD.
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sarkar nao Aa^nalaa[na baccaao M ko ilae saurxaa ]payaao M kao majabaUtsarkar nao Aa^nalaa[na baccaao M ko ilae saurxaa ]payaao M kao majabaUtsarkar nao Aa^nalaa[na baccaao M ko ilae saurxaa ]payaao M kao majabaUtsarkar nao Aa^nalaa[na baccaao M ko ilae saurxaa ]payaao M kao majabaUtsarkar nao Aa^nalaa[na baccaao M ko ilae saurxaa ]payaao M kao majabaUt
ikyaaikyaaikyaaikyaaikyaa

Aa[-TI $lsa 2021¸ AaOr Aa[-TI e@T ko tht saMbaMiQat inayama
Aânalaa[na gaOr–kanaUnaI̧  ASlaIla yaa nauksaanadayak
kMToMT kao raoknao ko ilae kD,o kdma ]zato
hOM.PlaoTfamaao-M kao naabaailakaoM kao galat kMToMT
sao bacaanao ko ilae pOroMTla kMT/aola AaOr saurxaa
]paya laagaU krnao haoMgao.SaoyarcaOT ko i@vak
TIvaI TIvaI ipna AaQaairt poroMTla kMT/aola¸
]ma` ko ihsaaba sao kMToMT roiTMga AaOr yaU̧  yaUÀe
13+¸ yaUÀe 16+¸ AaOr e ³eDlT´ jaOsaI
EaoNaI ko AaQaar pr sT/@caD- e@saosa Sau$

ikyaa hO.
AaoTITI kI dixaNa Baart ko Mid`t ivakasa AaOr va OiSvak phu McaAaoTITI kI dixaNa Baart ko Mid`t ivakasa AaOr va OiSvak phu McaAaoTITI kI dixaNa Baart ko Mid`t ivakasa AaOr va OiSvak phu McaAaoTITI kI dixaNa Baart ko Mid`t ivakasa AaOr va OiSvak phu McaAaoTITI kI dixaNa Baart ko Mid`t ivakasa AaOr va OiSvak phu Mca

]Vaoga ivaSaoYa&aoM ka khnaa hO ik dixaNa BaartIya kaya-Ëma
AaoTITI PlaoTfa^msa- ko ilae ivakasa [Mjana bana
gaya o hO M.puYpa¸ kojaIef AaOr kMtara jaOsa o
sauprhIT ko saaqa–saaqa saujala: d vaaoTo-@sa jaOsao
xao~Iya maaOilak kaya-Ëmaao M nao jabardst eMgaojamao MT
AaOr ÍOMcaa[jaI laa^yalTI banaayaI hO.Amaojana p`a[ma
vaIiDyaao¸ naoTiFlask AaOr ijayaaoha^TsTar jaOsao
PlaoTfa^msa- dixaNaI BaaYaaAaoM ko maUla kaya-Ëmaao M mao M
BaarI inavaoSa kr rho hOM ijasamao M ijayaaoha^TsTar nao
kMToMT AaOr iËeTr [kaoisasTma ivakasa ko ilae
4000 kraoD, É rKo hOM.

e@saoisaibailaTI AaOr sabakao saaqa la okr calana o vaalaI sT/Iima Mgae@saoisaibailaTI AaOr sabakao saaqa la okr calana o vaalaI sT/Iima Mgae@saoisaibailaTI AaOr sabakao saaqa la okr calana o vaalaI sT/Iima Mgae@saoisaibailaTI AaOr sabakao saaqa la okr calana o vaalaI sT/Iima Mgae@saoisaibailaTI AaOr sabakao saaqa la okr calana o vaalaI sT/Iima Mga
saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya nao AaoTITI kaya-ËmaaoM kao saunanao AaOr

doKnao maoM id@kt vaalao [stomaalakta-AaoM ko ilae
Aasaana banaanao ko ilae D/a^FT idSaa inado-Sa jaarI
kI hOM.[samaoM p`saar BaartI jaOsao saava-jainak p`saark
sao Sau$ krko [sao dao foja maoM laagaU krnao ka
p`stava hO.sarkar ka yah kdma idvyaaMga laaogaaoM
ko AiQakar e@T¸ 2016 AaOr yaUenasaIAarpIDI
ko mautaibak hO.



ANGHAMI SHARES SURGE
ON REVENUE INCREASE

Anghami’s Nasdaq-listed shares
jumped more than 40% in after-hours
trading after the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) streaming group
reported strong first-half results.
Revenue for the six months to June 30,
2025 rose 97% year-on-year to $48.4
million (€41.2 million), driven largely by
subscription growth following the
OSN+ integration.

Subscription revenue climbed to
$43.0 million (€36.6 million), while paid
subscribers nearly doubled to 3.54
million. Registered users crossed 120
million. Anghami also highlighted a

deepening relationship with Warner
Bros. Discovery, following a $57
million (€48.5 million) strategic
investment into OSN Streaming Ltd,
Anghami’s majority owner.

Despite the topline growth,
Anghami posted a net loss of $37.1
million (€31.6 million), reflecting higher
spending on OSN+ subscriber
acquisition and integration. The
company said cost optimisation efforts
and scaling efficiencies are underway,
supported by new partnerships with
Noon, PlayStation and a distribution
deal with Talabat.

SPORTDIGITAL EXTENDS
SUPERCOPA DE ESPAÑA
RIGHTS

German pay-TV broadcaster
Sportdigital has renewed its exclusive
Supercopa de España rights for
Germany, Austria and Switzerland,
extending the deal through the 2027/
28 season.
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The next tournament will be held
in Saudi Arabia in January 2026, with
semi-finals featuring FC Barcelona vs
Athletic Bilbao and Real Madrid vs
Atlético Madrid. All matches will air
on Sportdigital Fußball and the
Sportdigital+ app.

WARNER BROS. DISCOVERY
TO RELAUNCH TLC

Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD)
will relaunch TLC as a free-to-air
entertainment channel in the UK and
Ireland from January 2026, backed by a
major slate of US scripted titles and UK
originals.

The relaunch includes shows
such as The Big Bang Theory, Young
Sheldon and spin-off Georgie &
Mandy’s First Marriage, alongside
new UK formats. The move is part of a
broader simplification of WBD’s UK
portfolio and coincides with Sky
Media taking over ad sales from
January 2026.

CANAL+ SETTLES VAT
DISPUTE

Canal+ has reached a settlement
with French tax authorities over the
VAT rate applied to its television
subscription services, bringing an end
to a long-running dispute that had
weighed on the group as it accelerates
its international pay-TV and streaming
expansion.

In a regulatory filing, Canal+ said
the agreement follows clarifications
issued by tax authorities in September
2025, along with joint work to define
and operationalise catch-up television
services on its platform. The
settlement confirms that a reduced VAT
rate applies to Canal+’s TV
subscription offerings.

The group has committed to a
total payment of €363 million, with the
payment schedule to be finalised at a
later date. Canal+ said it does not
expect future tax audits for subsequent
years to result in material adjustments
and confirmed that no further
provisions will be made in its accounts
related to the issue. The company had
earlier indicated that an agreement in
principle had been reached with
authorities earlier in 2025.



PARAMOUNT’S WBD BID
FAILS TO SWAY KEY
SHAREHOLDER

Paramount’s revised $108.4
billion takeover offer for Warner Bros
Discovery (WBD) has failed to fully
convince Harris Oakmark, WBD’s fifth-
largest shareholder holding nearly a
4% stake. According to Reuters, the
investor believes the updated bid,
despite adjustments such as Larry
Ellison personally guaranteeing over
$40 billion of funding and a higher
breakup fee, still falls short of being
compelling.

Paramount’s revised offer
aimed to address concerns over
financing and regulatory uncertainties,
yet WBD’s board has reiterated its
preference for Netflix’s competing
proposal. While Netflix’s cash bid
values the company lower per share,
the board points to greater certainty
of financing, potential equity upside,
and expected proceeds from a planned
Discovery Global spin-off as key
advantages.

Shareholders have until
January 21, extended from the earlier
January 8 deadline, to respond to
Paramount’s tender offer. Market
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analysts say the competing bids
underscore the strategic value of
WBD’s assets, which include HBO
Max and iconic franchises such as
Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, and
Superman. Some investors are
expected to follow the board’s
recommendation, while others may still
consider Paramount’s revised proposal
if Netflix does not improve its offer.

AKASHVANI &
DOORDARSHAN EARN RS
588 CRORE

Akashvani and Doordarshan
together generated Rs 587.78 crore from
non-government advertisements
between 2022 and 2025, the Lok Sabha
was informed. The Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) is
simultaneously modernizing the
broadcasters under the Rs 2,539.61
crore Broadcasting Infrastructure and
Network Development (BIND) Scheme
(2021–26).

Improvements include
upgrading studios and transmitters,
expanding coverage, and enhancing
digital presence through the OTT
platform WAVES. Content reforms
have been introduced to boost quality
and regional diversity, with local artists

engaged across 66 Programme
Production Centres. Akashvani has
launched audio-visual podcasts, while
Doordarshan now integrates multiple
channels on WAVES and apps like
Online NewsONAIR, widening
audience reach.

Structural reforms focus on
revenue generation, multi-platform
promotion, and content planning.
Major national events such as
Mahakumbh 2025, WAVES 2025, and
ISRO satellite launches have been
telecast live to ensure public outreach.

GOVERNMENT PROBES
ALLEGED RS 100-CRORE
TRP MANIPULATION IN
KERALA

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) has sought
a report from Kerala Police regarding
an alleged Rs 100-crore television
rating manipulation case. Reports
suggest a channel may have bribed
a Broadcast Audience Research
Council  (BARC) employee to
influence ratings.

The ministry has requested
details of action taken on the FIR
reportedly filed in the matter. This
investigation comes amid a review of
the country’s audience measurement
framework, reflecting the
government’s focus on transparency,
accountabili ty,  and regulatory
compliance in television ratings.
Officials say the inquiry will help
ensure credibility in viewership
metrics that underpin advertising and
content decisions.


