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IBDF SIDESTEPS
LANDING PAGE

DEBATE IN TRP POLICY
Deep divisions within the broadcast industry have left
the Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation silent

on one of the most contentious elements of the
government’s proposed overhaul of television ratings.

The Indian broadcast industry witnessed an unusual
The Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation (IBDF) has
chosen not to submit a formal response to the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) on the
proposal to exclude
landing-page viewership
from Television Rating
Points (TRP) calculations,
even as it commented on
other aspects of the draft
policy released in
November. Industry
sources say the silence
reflects sharp internal
disagreements that
prevented the body from
reaching a unified position.

According to
sources familiar with the consultation process, only two
broadcasters submitted written views to IBDF on the
landing-page issue. While some networks strongly oppose
the exclusion, arguing it would erase legitimate audience
exposure, others back the move as a necessary correction
to inflated ratings. With no clear majority, IBDF opted to
stay away from the issue altogether.

The landing-page provision has emerged as one of
the most divisive flashpoints in the MIB’s proposed TRP
reforms. Landing pages refer to channels that auto-play
when a set-top box is switched on, giving broadcasters
instant visibility. The draft amendment proposes that all
impressions generated through such
placements be excluded from official
viewership data, limiting landing pages
strictly to a marketing function rather
than a measurement tool.

Several broadcasters, particularly
in the news genre, have urged the
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BaartIya p`saarNa ]Vaoga maoM ek Asaamaanya GaTnaa doKnao kao
imalaI.[MiDyana ba`a^DkaisTMga eMD iDijaTla fa]MDoSana ³Aa[-baIDIef´ nao

navaMbar maoM jaarI p`a$p naIit ko
dUsaro phlauAaoM pr kmaoMT krnao ko
baavajaUd¸ TolaIivajana roiTMga Paâ[MT\sa
³TIAarpI´ kOlakulaoSana sao laOMiDMga
poja dSa-ksaM#yaa kao baahr krnao
ko p`stava pr saUcanaa va p`saarNa
ma M~alaya ³emaAa[ -baI´ ka o
AaOpcaairk javaaba nahIM donao ka
fOsalaa ikyaa hO.]Vaoga ko saU~aoM
ka khnaa hO ik yah cauPpI
AMd$naI gahro matBaodaoM kao idKatI
hO¸ ijasanao [sa saMsqaa kao raya
banaanao sao raok idyaa hO.

pramaSa- p`iËyaa sao jauD,o saU~aoM
ko mautaibak¸ laOMiDga poja ko mau_o

pr isaf- dao p`saarkaoM nao Aa[-baIDIef kao ApnaI raya dI.kuC naoTvak-
[sa baat ka kD,a ivaraoQa krto hOM ik [sasao sahI dSa-k ka e@sapaojar
K%ma hao jaayaogaa¸ jabaik dUsaro [sa kdma ka samaqa-na krto hOM @yaaoMik yah
baZ,I hu[- roiTMga ko ilae ek ja$rI sauQaar hO.saaf bahumat na haonao ko
karNa¸ Aa[-baIDIef nao [sa mau_o sao pUrI trh dUr rhnao ka fOsalaa ikyaa.

laOMiDMga poja ka p`avaQaana emaAa[-baI ko p`staivat TIAarpI sauQaar
maoM sabasao jyaada ivavaad vaalao FlaOSapa^[MT\sa maoM sao ek banakr ]Bara hO.laOMiDMga
poja ka matlaba ]na caOnalaaoM sao hO jaao saoT Ta^p baa^@sa Aa^na haonao pr Aa^Tao–
Plao haoto hOM̧  ijasasao p`saarkaoM kao turMt ivaijaibailaTI imalatI hO.p`staivat

saMSaaoQana maoM p`stava hO ik eosao PlaosamaoMT sao jaonaroT haonao
vaalao saBaI [MpòSana kao AaiQakairk dSa-k DoTa sao
bahar rKa jaayao̧  ijasasao laOMDMga poja isaf- ek baajaar
fM@Sana tk saIimat hao jaayaoM¸ na ik ek maapna
]pkrNa tk.
k[- p`saarkaoM̧  Kasakr nyaUja vaga- maoM̧  nao maM~alaya sao

[sa p`stava kao CaoD,nao kI ApIla kI¸ yah tk- doto
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ministry to drop the
proposal, arguing that
landing pages aid
content discovery in a
crowded channel
universe. Some have
also flagged that the
matter is already under
consideration by the
Supreme Court,
questioning the timing
of the policy shift.
Industry bodies such as
the All India Digital
Cable Federation have echoed similar concerns.

However, proponents of the exclusion argue that
auto-played exposure distorts competition and allows
broadcasters with deeper pockets to “buy” ratings rather
than earn them through content. For advertisers, the change
promises cleaner and more credible data by separating
promotional visibility from genuine viewer choice.

Beyond landing pages, the draft TRP policy proposes
expanding the ratings sample size to at least 80,000
households and tightening eligibility norms for rating
agencies, including stricter conflict-of-interest rules.

Sources indicate that the revised TRP framework is
ready, and the government is expected to direct BARC to
implement the landing-page exclusion once notified. Even
if operational challenges remain, the policy sends a clear
signal: in the next phase of TV measurement, visibility will
no longer be mistaken for viewership.

hue ik laOMiDMga poja BaID, Baro
caOnala yaUinavasa- maoM kMToMT Kaojanao
maoM madd krto hOM.kuC laaogaaoM nao
yah BaI kha ik yah maamalaa
phlao sao hI saup`Ima kaoT- maoM
ivacaaraQaIna hO̧  AaOr naIit ko
badlaava ko samaya pr savaala
]zaya a h O.Aa ^l a [ M iDya a
iDijaTla kobala foDroSana jaOsaI
]Vaoga saMsqaa nao BaI [saI trh
kI icaMta jataa[- hO.

halaaMik [sa baOna ko samaqa-kaoM
ka tk- hO ik Aa^Tao–Plao e@sapaojar p`itspQaa- kao Kraba krta hO AaOr
jyaada pOsao donao vaalao p`saarkaoM kao kMToMT ko jaire roiTMga kmaanao ko bajaae
]nhoM ‘KrIdnao’ kI [jaajat dota hO.iva&apnadataAaoM ko ilae yah badlaava
poSavar ivaijaibailaTI kao AsalaI dSa-kaoM kI psaMd sao Alaga krko jyaada
saaf AaOr BaraosaomaMd DoTa donao ka vaada krta hO.

laO MiDMga poja ko Alaavaa¸ p`a$p TIAarpI naIit mao M roiTMga
saO Mpla saa[ja kao baZ,akr kma sao kma 80¸000 GaraoM tk krnao AaOr
roiTMga ejaoMisayaao M ko ilae pa~ta inayamaao M kao sa#t krnao ka p`stava hO¸
ijasamao M ihtaoM ko Tkrava ko sa#t inayama Saimala hOM.

saU~aoM ko mautaibak¸ saMSaaoiQat TIAarpI Íomavak- tOyaar hO AaOr
]mmaId hO ik sarkar AiQasaUcanaa jaarI haonao ko baad baIeAarsaI kao laOMiDMga
poja e@sa@laUjana laagaU krnao ka inado-Sa dogaI.Balao hI saMcaalana caunaaOityaaM
banaI rhoM̧  yah naIit ek saaf saMkot dotI hO: TIvaI maojarmaoMT ko Agalao
carNa maoM ivaijaibailaTI kao Aba dSa-ksaM#yaa samaJanao kI galatI nahIM kI
jaayaogaI.




