EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

From October 14-16, 2025, the SCaT India Trade
Show returns to the Jio World Centre, Mumbai. For over
three decades, SCaT has remained the neutral platform
where the cable, satellite, broadband, and broadcasting
ecosystem has gathered to discuss, debate, and define
the future. Through every transformation - from analog
to digital, copper to fiber, linear TV to OTT, SCaT India
Trade Show has been the stage where change first
revealed itself to the industry.

India’s cable and satellite industry now enters a
pivotal decade. By 2035, the country has the potential
to emerge as the world's preferred broadcasting hub-a
center for global investment, job creation, and content
delivery innovation.

But there are pressing challenges that demand
attention. Piracy continues to be the Achilles’ heel of
the broadcasting sector, eroding revenues and threatening
long-term sustainability. A forward-looking National
Broadcast Policy that blends law, technology, and
industry collaboration is critical to building a piracy-
resilient future. Cybersecurity, too, has emerged as a
major concern, with the expanding digital ecosystem
creating vulnerabilities across satellite and cable
networks. Safeguarding these systems must be a top
priority.

Yet, policy and economics remain uncertain. The
long-awaited Broadcast Bill is stuck in limbo, leaving
regulation clouded in ambiguity. The GST Council’s
decision to retain the 18% levy continues to weigh on
operators and consumers alike.

Against this backdrop, the role of SCaT Show
becomes even more critical. It is here that LCOs, MSOs,
ISPs, telecom and broadband engineers, and media
professionals can see the technologies, business models,
and partnerships that will shape the industry s next phase.

As India stands at this crossroads, SCaT India Trade
Show 2025 is not just a showcase, it is the conversation
that will define the decade ahead.
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