The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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BROADCASTERS CONSIDER LEGAL
ACTION OVER TRAI AD-CAP
NOTICES

Major Indian broadcast associations, IBDF and
NBDA, are weighing legal recourse
after TRAI issued over 250 show-
cause notices for alleged violations
of the 10+2 advertising cap.
Broadcasters argue the action is
invalid due to a Delhi High Court
stay on enforcement of the
regulation since 2013.

TRAI maintains that
broadcasters have failed to submit
accurate weekly advertising data
and that preliminary findings point to consistent
overages. The dispute is expected to escalate, as the
industry reiterates that compliance cannot be mandated
while the matter remains sub judice.

BIDDING RACE FOR WBD INTENSIFIES

With the first-round deadline approaching, all three
shortlisted bidders, Paramount
Skydance, Comcast and Netflix,
are working on revised
proposals for Warner Bros.
Discovery. Paramount is said to
be the most aggressive,
exploring a comprehensive
takeover, while the others are targeting strategic assets to
strengthen their content pipelines. The process forms part
of WBD’s structured evaluation of strategic alternatives
announced in October.

TRAI'S AD-CAP ENFORCEMENT SPARKS
FRESH TENSIONS

TRAIT’s issuance of notices for
ad-cap violations, despite a decade-
long high court stay, has reignited
debate across the broadcasting sector.
Broadcasters stress that enforcement
actions are legally untenable, while
TRAI argues that the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India Act
obliges it to seek compliance based
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on available data. The dispute underscores long-standing
friction between regulators and broadcasters over
advertising limits and operational autonomy.

BALAJI TELEFILMS LAUNCHES 'BALAJI
STUDIO'

Balaji Telefilms has unveiled Balaji Studio, a new
creative division aimed at nurturing emerging
writers, directors and independent creators.
Founder Ektaa R Kapoor described it as a
“purpose-built home for bold storytelling”
across OTT and television.

CRO Nitin Burman noted that Balaji
Studio will operate with an agile, hybrid model,

viability and scale. The initiative is expected to
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expand Balaji’s IP pipeline and strengthen its
presence across digital-first formats.

MIB PROPOSES EXPANDING TRP PANEL TO
1.2 LAKH HOMES

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
proposed increasing India’s TRP
measurement universe from 55,000 to 1.2 lakh
households. Under the draft guidelines, rating
agencies must reach 80,000 homes within six
months of notification, followed by phased
annual expansion.

The industry has been seeking a larger
panel size for improved accuracy, especially
as viewership diversifies across regions and
genres. Stakeholder comments are open until
December 5.

SAAM TV, SKYAMA DAILY POST WIN FREE
DISH SLOTS

In the 92nd e-auction, Prasar Bharati has allotted
MPEG-4 slots on DD Free Dish to Saam TV
and Skyama Daily Post News on a pro rata
basis effective November 7, 2025 to March
31, 2026. Eligible bidders were required to
hold valid MIB permissions and meet
classification norms for language and genre.
The new allotments are expected to enhance
the regional news and infotainment offerings on the free-
to-air platform.H
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