EI SAMAY ENTERS MULTILINGUAL
DIGITAL NEWS

Ei Samay has broadened its digital presence with
the launch of two multilingual platforms, News Ei Samay
(English) and Samachar Ei Samay (Hindi). With this
expansion, the Times Group brand is
positioning itself as a more inclusive, & samay o
national digital news player beyond T
its original Bengali-language & -
footprint.

The new platforms cater to young professionals,
metro audiences and digital-first readers who seek quick,
credible and visually rich storytelling. Both websites will
focus on high-impact journalism, explanatory stories,

video-led formats and interactive news experiences
designed for mobile.

Mentor Sanjay Basu described the rollout as a
“new era of tech-driven digital journalism” that blends Ei
Samay’s editorial strength with modern digital publishing
tools. The operations are led by Chief Editor Hirak
Bandyopadhyay, supported by dedicated editorial teams,
17 journalists for English and 15 for Hindi, ensuring each
platform maintains its own voice, specialisation and news
agenda.

PANEL TO REVIEW FAKE-NEWS
OVERSIGHT

The Parliamentary Committee on IT will convene
on 24 November to examine
proposals aimed at
strengthening oversight of
online misinformation. A key
recommendation  under
consideration is extending the
Press Council of India’s
mandate to cover digital news
creators, influencers, social-
media publishers and
independent online platforms, a segment currently outside
formal regulation.

Officials from the PCI, Ministry of Information &
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Broadcasting (MIB) and MeitY are expected to brief MPs
on the legal, operational and enforcement implications. The
committee aims to identify gaps in the current framework
and explore a unified approach to accountability, fact-
checking and dispute redressal in the digital ecosystem.

OTT PLAYERS FLAG ACCESSIBILITY
MANDATE

Leading OTT services, Netflix, Amazon Prime Video,
SonyLIV, Disney+ Hotstar and ZEES3,
have raised concerns over the MIB’s
draft guidelines on accessibility for
persons with disabilities. The rules
mandate that all new content
incorporate at least one accessibility
feature such as closed captions (CC),
audio descriptions (AD) or Indian
Sign Language (ISL).

Platforms have stated that the
proposal is “impractical in its current form,” citing challenges
in multi-language production pipelines, tight turnaround
schedules, and the resource-intensive nature of AD and
ISL localisation. They have requested more flexible timelines
and a phased roadmap to ensure both compliance and
creative feasibility.

SONY LIV EXPANDS GLOBALLY VIA
YOUTUBE

Sony LIV has strengthened its international footprint
by launching as a standalone
subscription channel on YouTube
TV and YouTube Primetime
Channels across the US, UK,
France, Germany and Australia. This
integration allows users to subscribe
and stream Sony LIV’s premium
catalogue, including originals,
sports and Indian entertainment, directly within YouTube’s
interface, simplifying billing and access.

The global push aligns with Sony LIV’s strategy to
target the Indian diaspora and broaden its overseas digital
audience base.l
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