TELECOM SPOTLIGHT

INDIA’'S AIRTEL
CLIMBS TO NO. 2 IN
GLOBAL TELECOM
RANKINGS

Subscriber growth and data-led expansion propel
Airtel’s global ranking, highlighting India’s growing
influence in telecom markets.

Bharti Airtel’s emergence as the world’s second-
largest telecom operator by subscriber base marks a
significant milestone for both the company and India’s
telecom sector, reflecting sustained growth driven by data
consumption and market consolidation.

Crossing the 650 million subscriber mark, Airtel’s rise
in global rankings underscores the scale of India’s telecom
market, where intense competition and rapid digital adoption
have accelerated subscriber acquisition. The company’s
performance is closely tied to its strong presence across
India and its expanding footprint in African
markets, where it continues to see steady growth
in mobile and data services.

Airtel’s strategy has been anchored in
enhancing average revenue per user through a
combination of premium offerings, network
investments, and digital services. The expansion
of 4G networks and the ongoing rollout of 5G
services in India have further strengthened its
market position, enabling higher data
consumption and improved customer retention.

Globally, telecom rankings remain heavily
influenced by large Asian operators, particularly from China
and India, given their vast population bases. Airtel’s ascent
highlights the increasing competitiveness of Indian operators
on the global stage, especially in the context of a
consolidating domestic market where fewer players are
driving higher efficiencies.

The company’s Africa business continues to
contribute meaningfully, with diversified revenue streams and
growing demand for mobile broadband services. This
geographic spread has provided Airtel with resilience and
scale advantages compared to operators focused on single
markets.

From an industry standpoint, Airtel’s growth trajectory
reflects broader trends shaping telecom, including data
monetisation, digital ecosystem expansion, and infrastructure
investments. As 5G adoption accelerates and enterprise
services gain traction, the company is well positioned to
leverage its scale to drive future growth.

The milestone reinforces India’s role as a key driver
of global telecom growth, with operators like Airtel setting
benchmarks in scale, innovation, and market reach.l
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