The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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GOVT GETS SWEEPING POWERS
OVER TV RATINGS

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB)
has introduced sweeping national
security provisions under the TV
Ratings Policy 2026, empowering the
government to suspend, restrict, or even
take over rating agencies without prior
notice. The rules allow intervention in
emergencies, war-like situations, or
national security concerns, including
control over infrastructure and
operations. Agencies failing to comply risk cancellation
of registration and a five-year ban, with no compensation
for disruptions. The policy also restricts operations in
sensitive geographies and prohibits cross-border data
transfer, reinforcing data sovereignty in India’s audience
measurement ecosystem.

OTT, DPOS TO PUBLISH VIEWERSHIP DATA

In a major shift, the MIB has allowed DPOs, OTT
platforms, and Big Tech firms to
publish their own viewership data
without requiring registration as rating
agencies. The provision creates a
parallel data ecosystem alongside
traditional panel-based ratings,
enabling platforms to leverage
census-level user data. The move is
expected to reshape media planning
and advertising, with platform
analytics offering more granular and real-time insights.

TDSAT NOTICE TO PRASAR BHARATI

TDSAT has issued a notice to Prasar Bharati
following a petition by AIDCF challenging
the onboarding of linear TV channels on
the WAVES OTT platform. The case raises
questions around regulatory parity, with
AIDCF arguing that OTT platforms are not
recognised distribution entities under
existing guidelines. The matter will be heard
next on April 29, with industry closely
watching its implications for broadcast-
digital convergence.
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TARIFF REGIME SKEWS REVENUE
TOWARDS DISTRIBUTOR

India’s broadcasting market is facing structural
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MIB CANCELS 114 MSO LICENCES
The MIB has cancelled 114 MSO registrations

due to non-compliance and security
clearance issues, taking the total
number of operators exiting the sector
to 1,159. The number of active MSOs
has declined to 756, reflecting ongoing
consolidation and stricter regulatory
enforcement in the cable distribution
ecosystem.
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NDTV DELAYS GOODTIMES ACQUISITION
NDTYV has extended the timeline for completing its

acquisition of the GoodTimes channel

by an additional three months, citing |

pending regulatory approvals. The

deal, valued at around Rs 18 crore, is "

being executed through a business

transfer agreement involving cash and ad inventory.

BROADCASTERS FLAG RISING DTH
SMUGGLING
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Broadcasters have raised concerns over Tl § YA 29§ A S 2
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TRAI and MIB to tighten regulations. Industry
stakeholders have called for geo-blocking
mechanisms and diplomatic intervention via
the Ministry of External Affairs. The issue is
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